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ADVBETISBMENT. 


\BB  pvhUc  may  not 
he    altogether    un- 
prepared for  tJie  re- 
appearance of  the 
'■  Bibliomania    in    a 
',:  more  attractive  garb 
"-  than    heretofore ; — 
'  and,  in  consequence, 
more  in  uniformity 
with  the  premous  ptiMications  of  the  Avihor. 

More  than  thirty  years  have  elapsed  since  the  last 
edition ;  an  edition,  which  has  become  so  scarce  that 
there  seemed  to  be  no  reasonable  objection  why  the 
possessors  of  the  other  works  of  the  Authoi-  ^ould  be 


Viii  ADVERTISEMENT. 

deprived  of  an  opportunity  of  adding  the  present  to 
the  number :  and  aJtfiough  this  re-impression  mmf^  on 
first  glance^  appear  something  like  a  violation  of  con- 
tract with  the  public,  yet,  when  the  length  of  time  which 
has  elapsed,  and  the  smcdlness  of  the  price  of  the  pre- 
ceding  impression,  be  considered,  there  does  not  appear 
to  be  any  very  serious  obstacle  to  the  present  republica- 
tion ;  the  more  so,  as  the  number  of  copies  is  limited 
to  five  hundred. 

Another  consideration  deeply  impressed  itself  upon 
the  mind  of  the  Author.  The  course  of  thirty  years 
has  necessarily  brought  changes  and  alterations  amongst 
" men  and  things"  The  dart  of  death  has  been  so 
busy  during  this  period  that,  of  the  Bibliomaniacs  so 
plentifully  recorded  in  the  previous  work,  scarcely  three/ 
— including  the  Author — have  survived.  This  has  fur- 
nished  a  monitory  tlieme  for  the  Appendix;  which, 
to  the  friends  both  oj  the  dead  and  the  living,  cannot 
be  perused  without  sympathising-  emotions — 

''  A  sigh  (he  absent  claim,  the  dead  a  tear  J* 

The  changes  and  alteraiions  in  ^things," — that  is  to  say 
in  the  ^fbliOtttSRiA  itself— have  been  equally  ca- 
pricious and  unaccountable :  our  countrymen  being,  in 
these  days,  to  tlie  full  as  fond  of  novelty  and  variety  as 
in  those  of  Henry  the  Eighth.  Dr.  Board,  who  wrote  his 
Introduction  of  Knowledge  in  the  year  1542,  and 
dedicated  it  to  the  Princess  Mary,  thus  obsei^es  of 
our  countrymen : 


ADYSRTISEICENT.  ix 

I  aim  an  Engluhmum,  and  naked  do  I  stand  here^ 
Muting  in  my  mind  what  roMnent  I  ihail  wear  ; 
Far  now  I  wiU  wear  this,  and  now  I  will  wear  that, 
Now  I  wiU  wear — I  eawnoi  teU  what. 

This  highly  curioua  and  illustnUive  uoork  was  re- 
printed,  with  aU  its  wood^cvi  embellishments,  by  Mr. 
Upcott  A  copy  of  the  original  and  most  scarce  edition 
is  among  the  Selden  books  in  the  Bodleia/n  library,  and 
in  the  Chetham  Collection  at  Manchester.  See  the 
Typographical  Antiquities,  vol  iiL  p.  158-60. 

But  lapprehend  the  general  apathy  of  Bibliomaniacs 
to  be  in  a  great  measure  aUributable  to  the  vast  infltix  of 
Books,  of  every  description,  from  the  Contingent — otoing 
to  the  long  continuance  of  peace;  and  yet,  in  the 
appearance  of  what  a/re  called  English  Rarities,  the 
market  seems  to  be  almost  as  barren  as  ever.  The 
wounds,  inflicted  in  the  Hbbbrian  contest^  have  gra- 
dually healed,  and  are  subsiding  into  forgetfulness ; 
excepting  where,  Jrom  collateral  causes,  there  are  too 
many  striking  reasons  to  remember  their  existence. 

Another  motivem<iybehumbly,yetconfldently, assigned 
for  the  rcrappearance  of  this  Work.  It  was  thought, 
by  its  late  proprietor, — Mr.  Edward  Walmslby^ — 
to  whose  cost  and   liberality  this    edition  owes  its 

*  Mb,  Edward  Walmslbt,  who  died  in  1841,  at  an  advanced 
agey  had  been  long  knovm  to  me.  He  had  latterly  extensive  calico^ 
printing  worJu  at  Miteham^  and  devoted  much  of  hie  time  to  the 
production  of  beautiful  patterns  in  that  fabrication;  his  taste,  in 
almost  every  thing  which  he  undertook,  leant  towards  the  fine  arts. 
His  body  was  in  the  counting-house ;  but  his  spirit  was  abroad,  in  the 
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a'ppearance — to  he  a  volume^  in  itself^  of  pleasarU  and 
profitable  perusal ;  composed  perhaps  in  a  quaint  and 
original  style^  hut  in  accordance  with  the  characters  of 
the  Dramatis  Personam.  Be  this  as  it  may,  it  is  a 
work  divested  of  all  acrimonious  feeling — is  appli- 
cable to  all  classes  of  society^  to  whom  harmless  en- 
ihusioLsm  cannot  he  offensive^  and  is  hosed  upon  a 
foundation  not  likely  to  he  speedily  undermined. 

T,   F,    DIBDIN. 

May  1, 1842. 

iivdio  of  the  painter  or  engraver.  Had  his  natural  taUfUs,  which 
were  strong  and  elastic^  been  ctdtiuated  in  early  life,  he  wotUd,  in  all 
probability,  home  attained  a  considerable  reputation.  How  he  loved 
to  embellish —almost  to  satiety — a  fa/vowitc  work,  may  be  seen  by 
consulting  a  subsequent  ,page  towards  the  end  of  this  volume.  He 
planned  and  published  the  Physiognomical  Portraite,  a  pefform- 
ance  not  divested  of  interest^but  failing  in  genercU  success,  from 
the  prints  being,  in  many  instances,  a  repeUtion  of  their  precursors. 
The  thought,  however,  wm  a  good  one  ;  and  many  of  the  heads  art ' 
powerfully  executed.  He  took  also  a  lively  interest  in  Mr.  Major^s 
splendid  edition  of  WalpoU^s  Anecdotes  of  Painting  in  England, 
a  vfork,  which  can  never  want  a  reader  while  taste  has  an  abiding- 
place  in  one  British  bosom, 

Mr,  Walmsley  possessed  a  brtxve  and  generous  spirit ;  and  I  scarcely 
knew  a  man  m^e  disposed  to  bury  the  remembrance  of  men^s  errors 
in  that  of  iheir  attainments  and  good  qucUities. 
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Styll  am  I  hm  bokoR  assomblyngo. 
For  to  havo  pjeuty  it  is  a  ploasaunt  thjrngo 
In  my  conoeyt,  and  to  have  them  ay  in  hondo : 
But  what  they  mene  I  do  nat  undorstondo. 

iPsn0on'0  3kH9  of  iFoob.  Edit.  1509. 
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9ltiberttj$ement* 


In  laying  he/ore  the  public  the  following  brief  and 
superficial  account  of  a  disease^  which,  till  it  arrested 
the  attention  of  Dr.  Ferria/r,  had  entirely  escaped  the 
sagacity  of  ail  ancient  and  modem  physicians^  it  has 
been  my  object  to  touch  chiefly  on  its  leading  char 
racteristics ;  and  to  present  the  reader  {in  the  language 
of  my  old  friend  Francis  Qvarles)  with  an  ^^  honest 
pennyworth'^ of  inforviation,  which  may,  in  the  end, 
either  suppress  or  soften  the  ravages  of  so  destriLCtive 
a  malady.  I  might  easily  have  swelled  the  size  of 
this  treatise  by  the  introduction  of  much  additional^ 
and  not  incurious^  matter ;  but  I   thought   it  most 

m 

prudent  to  wait  the  issue  of  the  present  "  recipe^*  at 
once  simple  in  its  composition  aud  gentle  in  its  effects. 

Some  apology  is  due  to  the  amiable  and  accomr 
plished  character  to  whom  my  epistle  is  addressed, 
as   well   as   to   the  public,  for  the  apparently  con- 
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fused  and  indigested  manner  in  which  the  notes  arc 
attached  to  the  first  part  of  this  treatise;  huty 
unless  I  had  thrown  them  to  the  efiid  (a  plan  which 
modem  custom  does  not  seem  to  warrant),  it  will 
he  obvious  that  a  different  arrangement  could  not 
have  been  adopted;  and  equally  so' that  the  perusal y 
fi/rst  of  the  text,  and  afterwards  of  the  notes,  will 
be  the  better  mode  of  pa^ng  judgment  upon  botJL 


T.  F.  D. 


KmtingUmy  Jwm  5, 1809. 


TO    THE    READER. 


SHORT  time  afUr 
thepMication  of  the 
^  first  edition  of  this 
work,  a  very  worthy 
and  shrewd  Hiblio- 
maniac,  accidentally 
meeting  me,  eaxlaim- 
ed  that  "  the  book 
would  do,  but  thai 
there  vMS  n(^  gall 
.  tn  it"  As  he  was  himself  a  Book-Auction- 
loving  Biljliomaniac,  /  ivas  resolved,  in  a  Jutiwe 
edition,  to  gratify  him  and  similar  Collectors  by 
writing  Part  III.  of  the  present  impression ;  the  motto 
of  which  may  probably  meet  their  approbation. 

It  will  be  evident,  on  a  slight  infection  of  the  pre- 
sent edition,  that  it  is  so  much  altered  and  enlarged 
as  to  assume  the  character  of  a  new  work.  This  has 
not  been  done  vAthoiU  mature  reflection ;  and  a  long- 
cherished  hope  of  making  it  permanently  meful  to  a 
la/rge  class  oj  Qeneral  Readers,  as  well  as  to  Book' 
Collectors  and  Bibliographers. 


xvi  TO  THE  READER. 

It  appeared  to  me  that  notices  of  suc\  truly 
valuable^  and  oftentimes  curious  and  rare,  }pks>  ^s 
the  ensuing  pages  describe;  but  more  espe6dh  a 
Personal  History  of  Literature,  in  the  characters  of 
Collectors  of  Books ;  had  long  been  a  desideratum 
even  with  classical  students:  and  in  adopting  the 
present  form  of  publication^  my  chiej  object  was  to 
relieve  the  dryness  of  a  didactic  style  by  the  intro- 
duction of  Dramatis  PersoDSB. 

The  worthy  Gentlemen^  by  whom  the  Drama  is 
conducted,  mmf  be  called^  by  some,  merely  wooden 
machines  or  pegs  to  hang  notes  upon ;  but  I  shall 
not  be  disposed  to  quarrel  with  any  criticism  which 
may  be  passed  upon  their  acting,  so  long  as  the 
greater  pa/rt  of  the  information,  to  which  their 
dialogue  gives  rise,    mm}  be  thought  serviceable  to 

.     'the  real  interests  of  Literature  and  Bibliography. 

\        If  I  had  chosen  to  assume  a  more  imposing  air 
j    with  the  public,  by  spinning  out  the  contents  of  this 

J  closely-printed  book  into  two  or  more  volumes — 
I  w?AicA  might  have  been  done  mthout  violating  the 
customary  mode  of  publication — the  expenses  of  the 
purchaser,  and  the  profits  of  the  author,  would  have 
equally  increased:  but  I  was  resolved  to  bring  forward 
as  much  matter  as  I  could  impart,  in  a  convenient 
and  not  inelegantly  executed  form ;  and,  if  my  oivn 
emoluments  are  less,  I  honestly  hope  the  reader's 
advantage  is  greater. 

The  Engraved  Ornaments  of  Portraits,  Vignettes, 
and  Borders,  were  introduced,  as  well  to  gratify  the 
eyes  of  tasteful  BibliomfiLniacs,  as  to  impress,  upon 
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the  minds  of  readers  in  general^  a  more  vivid  recol- 
lection of  some  of  those  truly  illustrious  chardcters 
by  whom  the  History  of  British  Ltteratitre  has 

been  preserved. 

It  remains  only  to  add  that  the  present  work  was 
undertaken  to  relieve^  in  a  great  measure,  the  anguish 
of  mind  arising  from  a  severe  domestic  affliction ;  and 
if  the  voice  of  those  whom  we  tenderly  loved,  whether 
parent  or  child,  could  be  heard  from  the  grave,  / 
trust  it  would  convey  the  sound  of  approbation  for 
thus  having  filed  a  part  of  the  measure  of  that  time 
which,  every  hour^  brings  u^  nearer  to  those  from 
whom  we  are  separated. 

And  noWf  Benevolent  Reader,  in  promising  thee 
a,s  much  a/musement  and  instruction  as  ever  were  offered 
in  a  single  volume,  of  a  nature  like  to  the  present,  I 
bid  thee  farewell  in  the  language  of  Vogt,*  who  thus 
praises  the  subject  of  which  we  are  about  to  treat : — 
*'  Quis  non  amabilem  earn  laudahit  insaniam,  quo 
universcB  rei  litteraricB  non  obfuit,  sed  prqfuit ;  his- 
toricB  litteraricB  doctrinam  insigniter  locupletavit ; 
ingentemgue  eocerdtum  voluminum,quibus  alias  aut  in 
remotiora  Bibliothecarum  publicarum  scrinia  commi- 
grandum  erat,  aut  plane  pereundum,  a  carceribus  et 

interitu  vindicavit,  expptatissim^qu^  lyxd  et  eruditorum 
usui  muUiplici  felicitur  restituit  V* 

T.  R  D, 

Kensington,  March  25,  1811. 


^tt- 


*  Catalogus  Librorum  Kariorum,  prsef.  iz.  edit  1793. 
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MT  DEAR  SIR, 

When  the  poetical  Epistle  of  Dr,  Ferriar,  under  the 
popular  title  of  *'  The  Bibliomania,"  was  announced 
for  publication,  I  honestly  confess  that,  in  common 
with  many  of  my  book-loving  acquaintance,  a  strong 
sensation  of  fear  and  of  hope  possessed  me:  of  fear, 
that  I  might  have  been  accused,  however  indirectly,  of 
having  contributed  towards  the  increase  of  this  Mania ; 
and  of  hope,  that  the  true  object  of  book-collecting, 
and  literary  pursuits,  might  have  been  fully  and  fairly 
developed.  The  perusal  of  this  elegant  epistle  dissi- 
pated alike  my  fears  and  my  hopes ;  for,  instead  of 
caustic  verses,  and  satirical  notes,  (1)  I  found  a  smooth, 

(1)  There  aie,  nevertheless,  some  satirical  aUasions  which  one  could 
have  wished  had  been  suppressed.    For  instance  : 

He  turns  where  Pybub  rears  his  atlas-head, 
Or  Madoc's  mass  conceals  its  veins  of  lead  ; 

What  has  Mr.  Pybus's  gorgeous  book  in  praise  of  the  late  Russian 
Emperor  Paul  I.  (which  some  have  called  the  chef  -  dceuvre  of 
*  Bensley's  press)  to  do  with  Mr.  Southey's  fine  Poem  of  Madoc  ? — in 
which,  if  there  jare  *'  veins  of  lead,"  there  are  not  a  few  ''  of  silver 
and  gold.**    Of  the  extraordinary  talents  of  Mr.  Southey,  the  inde£a- 

*  This  book  ia  beautifully  executed,  usdoubtediv,  but  being  little  more  than  a 
thin  folio  pamphlet  devoid  of  iypognvphieal  embelludiment — it  has  been  thought 
bv  some  hardiT  fair  to  say  thlis  of  a  press  which  brought  out  so  many  works 
characterised  by  magnitude  and  various  elegance.    B.  B. 
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melodiouSy  and  persuasive  paneg3nic ;  unmixed,  how- 
ever, with  any  rules  for  the  choice  of  books,  or  the 
regulation  of  study. 

To  say  that  I  was  not  gratified  by  the  perusal  of  it 
would  be  a  confession  contrary  to  the  truth ;  but  to 
say  how  ardently  I  anticipated  an  amplification  of  the 
subject,  how  eagerly  I  looked  forward  to  a  number  of 

tigable  student  in  ancient  lore,  and  especially  in  aU  that  regards 
Spanish  Literature  and  Old  English  Romances,  this  is  not  the  place 
to  make  mention.  His  "  Remains  of  Henry  Kirk  White,^  the  sweetest 
specimen  of  modem  biography,  has  sunk  into  every  heart,  and  re- 
ceived an  eulogy  from  every  tongue.    Yet  is  his  own  life 

*'  The  more  endearing  song.'* 

Dr.  Ferriar's  next  satirical  verses  are  levelled  at  Mr.  Thomas  Hope. 

"  The  lettered  fop  now  takes  a  larger  scope, 

With  classic  furniture,  design'd  by  Hope. 

(Hope,  whom  upholsterers  eye  with  mute  despair, 

The  doughty  pedant  of  an  elbow  chair.'^ 
It  has  appeared  to  me  that  Mr.  Hope's  magnificent  volume  on 
*' Household  Fumitur^  has  been  generally  misunderstood,  and,  in  a 
few  instances,  criticised  upon  false  principles. — The  first  question  is, 
does  the  subject  admit  of  illustration  ?  and  if  so,  has  Mr.  Hope  illus- 
trated it  properly  ?  I  believe  there  is  no  canon  of  criticism  which 
forbids  the  treating  of  such  a  subject ;  and,  while  we  are  amused  with 
archsDological  discussions  on  Roman  tiles  and  tesselated  pavements, 
there  seems  to  be  no  absurdity  in  making  the  decorations  of  our 
sitting  rooms,  including  something  more  than  the  floor  we  walk 
upon,  a  subject  at  least  of  temperate  and  classical  disquisition. 
Suppose  we  had  found  such  a  treatise  in  the  volumes  of  Qronovius 
and  Montfaucon?  (and  are  there  not  a  few,  apparently,  as  unim- 
portant and  confined  in  these  rich  volumes  of  the.  Treasures  of 
Antiquity?)  or  suppose  something  similar  to  Mr.  Hope's  work  had 
been  found  among  the  ruins  of  Herculaneimi  ?  Or,  lastly,  let  us 
suppose  the  author  had  printed  it  only  as  a  private  book,  to  be  circu- 
lated as  a  present !  In  each  of  these  instances,  should  we  have  heard 
the  harsh  censures  which  have  been  thrown  out  against  it  ?  On  the 
contrary,  is  it  not  very  probable  that  a  wish  might  have  been  ex- 
pressed that*'  so  valuable  a  work  ought  to  be  made  public'* 

Upon  what  principle,  a  priori,  are  we  to  ridicule  and  condemn  it  ? 
I  know  of  none.  We  admit  Vitruvius,  Inigo  Jones,  Gibbs,  and  Cham- 
bers, into  our  libraries  :  and  why  not  Mr.  Hope's  book  ?  Is  decoration 
to  be  confined  only  to  the  exterior  ?  and,  if  so,  are  works,  which   treat 
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curious,  apposite,  and  amusing  anecdotes,  and  found 
them  not  therein,  is  an  avowal  of  which  I  need  not 
fear  the  rashness,  when  the  known  talents  of  the  de- 
tector of  Stem's  plagiarisms  (2)  are  considered.  I 
will  not,  however,  disguise  to  you  that  I  read  it  with 
uniform  delight,  and  that  I  rose  from  the  perusal 
with  a  keener  appetite  for 

"  The  smal],  rare  Tolume,  black  with  tarnished  gold." 

Dr,  Ferriar'i  Bp.  v.  138. 

Whoever  undertakes  to  write  down  the  follies  which 
grow  out  of  an  excessive  attachment  to  any  particular 

of  these  only,  to  be  read  and  applauded  ?    Is  the  delicate  bas-relief 

and   beautifully  carved  column,  to  be  thrust  from  the  cabinet  and 

drawing  room,  to  perish  on  the  cfutside  of  a  smoke-dried  portico  7 

Or,  is  not  that  the  most  deserving  of  commendation  which  produces 

the  most  numerous  and  pleasing  associations  of  ideas?    I  recoUect, 

when  in  company  with  the  excellent  Dr.  Jenner, 

[clarum  et  venerabile  nomen 

Qentibus,  et  multum  nostne  quod  proderat  orhi] 

and  a  half  dozen  more  friends,  we  visited  the  splendid  apartments  in 
Duchess  Street,  Portland  Place,  we  were  not  only  struck  with  the 
appropriate  arrangement  of  every  thing,  but,  on  our  leaving  them, 
and  coming  out  into  the  dull  foggy  atmosphere  of  London,  we  ac- 
knowledged that  the  effect  produced  upon  our  minds  was  something 
like  that  which  might  have  arisen  had  we  been  regaling  ourselves  on 
the  silken  couches,  and  within  the  illuminated  chambers,  of  some  of 
the  enchanted  palaces  described  in  the  Arabian  Nights'  Entertain- 
ments. I  suspect  that  those  who  have  criticised  Mr.  Hope's  work 
with  asperity  have  never  seen  his  house. 

These  sentiments  are  not  the  result  of  partiality  or  prejudice,  for  I 
am  wholly  imacquainted  with  Mr.  Hope.  They  are  delivered  with 
zeal,  but  with  deference.  It  is  quite  consolatory  to  find  a  gentleman 
uf  large  fortune,  of  respectable  ancestry,  and  of  classical  attainments, 
devoting  a  great  portion  of  that  leisure  time  which  hangs  like  a  leaden 
weight  upon  the  generality  of  fashionable  people,  to  the  service  of 
the  Fine  Arts,  and  in  the  patronage  of  merit  and  ingenuity.  How 
much  the  world  will  again  be  indebted  to  Mr.  Hope's  taste  and 
liberality  may  be  anticipated  from  the  "  Costume  of  the  Ancients,'*  a 
work  which  has  recently  been  published  under  his  particular  super- 
intendence. 

(2)  In  the  fourth  volume  of  the  Transactions  of  the  Manchester 
Literary  Society,  part  iv.,  p.  45-87,  will  be  found  a  most  ingenious 
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pursuit,  be  that  pursuit  horses,  (3)  hawks,  dogs,  guns, 
snuflF  boxes,  (4)  old  china,  coins,  or  rusty  armour,  may 

c 

and  amuBing  Essay,  entitled  *'  Cammenti  on  Sterne/'  which  excited  a 
good  deal  of  interest  at  the  time  of  its  publication.  This  discovery 
may  be  considered^  in  some  measure,  as  the  result  of  the  Biblio- 
mania. In  my  edition  of  Sir  Thomas  More's  Utopia,  a  suggestion 
is  thrown  out  that  even  Burton  may  have  been  an  imitator  of 
Boisatuau :  see  voL  IL  143. 

(3)  It  may  be  taken  for  granted  that  the  first  book  in  this  country 
which  excited  a  passion  for  the  Sportt  of  the  field  was  Dame  Juliana 
Bemers,  or  Barnes*/^  work,  on  Hunting  and  Hawking,  printed  at  St 
Alban's,*in  the  year  I486 ;  of  which  Lord  Spencer's  copy  is,  I  believe, 
the  only  perfect  one  known.  It  was  formerly  the  Poet  Mason's,  and 
is  mentioned  in  the  quarto  edition  of  Hoccleve's  Poems,  p.  19,  1786. 
See  too  Bibl.  Mason.  Pt  iv.  No.  153.  Whether  the  forementioned 
worthy  lady  was  really  the  author  of  the  work  has  been  questioned. 
Her  book  was  reprinted  by  W3mkyn  de  Worde  in  1497,  with  an 
additional  Treatise  on  Fiihing.  The  following  specimen,  from  this 
latter  edition,  ascertains  the  general  usage  of  the  French  language 
with  our  huntsmen  in  the  16th  century. 

Beasts  of  Veneiy. 

Where  so  ever  ye  fore  by  frith  or  by  fell, 

My  dear  child,  take  heed  how  Tryitnm  do  you  tell. 

How  many  maoner  beasts  of  Venery  there  were : 

Luiten  to  your  danLB  and  she  shall  you  Ure, 

Four  manner  beasts  of  Venery  there  are. 

The  first  of  them  is  the  Hart ;  the  second  is  the  Hare ; 

The  Horse  is  one  of  them ;  the  Wo^f ;  and  not  one  mo. 

Beasts  of  the  Ghaoe. 

And  where  that  ye  come  in  plain  or  in  place 
I  shall  tell  you  which  be  beasts  of  enchace. 
One  of  them  is  the  Bud  ;  another  is  the  Doe  ; 
The  Fox  ;  and  the  Afarteron,  and  the  wild  Roe  ; 
And  ye  shall  see,  my  dear  child,  other  beastes  all : 
Where  so  ye  them  find  Aaecal  ye  shall  them  call. 

Of  the  hunting  of  the  Hare. 

How  to  speke  of  the  haare  how  all  shall  be  wrought : 
When  she  shall  with  houndes  be  f  ounden  and  sought. 
The  fyrst  worde  to  the  hoUdis  that  the  hunter  shall  out  pit 
Is  at  the  kenell  doore  whan  he  openeth  it. 
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be  thought  to  have  little  consulted  the  best  means  of 
ensuring  success  for  his  labours,  when  he  adopts  the 

That  an  nuiye  hym  here :  he  ahall  say  *'  ArenT 
For  hia  houndea  would  oome  to  haatfly. 
That  ii  the  firate  worde  my  aoQO  of  V enery. 
And  when  he  hath  oouplyed  hia  hotindea  eohoon 
And  U  forth  wyth  theym  to  the  felde  goon, 
And  whan  he  hath  of  caate  hia  oonplea  at  wyll 
Thenne  he  ahall  apeke  and  aaye  hia  hoondea  tyll 
"  Hon  de  eoupU  tsvanU,  ta  avani  f'twjae  aoo : 
And  then  "  So  ho,  toko  f  thryea,  and  po  moo. 

And  then  aay  ^*  Sacy  avawU^  $o  how,"  I  thoa  praye,  etc  The  follow- 
ing are  a  few  more  specimens— ''Jf a  ey  torn  cy  e$t  yH—Vemz  arena 
how  mk^La  douee  laeita  vmuz — Ho  ho  or*,  twet  a  lay,  douce  a  luy — 
So  how,  90  how,  venez  aeoupler  I  ! !" 

Wboever  wishes  to  see  these  subjects  brought  down  to  hiter  times, 
and  handled  with  considerable  dexterity,  may  consult  the  last  num- 
bers of  the  Censura  literaria,  with  the  signature  J.  H.  affixed  to 
them*  Those  who  are  anxious  to  procure  the  rare  books  mentioned 
in  these  bibliographical  treatises,  may  be  pretty  safely  taxed  with 
being  infected  by  the  Bibuomavia.  What  apology  my  friend  Mr. 
Haslewood,  the  author  of  them,  has  to  offer  in  extenuation  of  the 
mischief  committed,  it  is  hie  business,  and  not  mine,  to  consider  ;  and 
what  the  public  will  say  to  his  curious  forthcoming  reprint  of  the 
ancient  edition  of  W3mkyn  De  Woide  on  Hunting,  Hawking,  and 
Fishing,  1497  (with  wood  cuts),  I  will  not  pretend  to  divine  ! 

In  regard  to  Hawking,  I  believe  the  enterprising  Colonel  Thornton 
in  the  only  gentleman  of  the  present  day  who  keeps  up  this  custom  of 
*•  good  old  times." 

The  Sultans  of  the  £a8t  seem  not  to  have  been  insensible  to  the 
channs  of  Falconry,  if  we  are  to  judge  from  the  evidence  of  Tippoo 
Saib  having  a  work  of  this  kind  in  his  library ;  which  is  thus  described 
from  the  Catalogue  of  it  just  published  in  a  fine  quarto  volume,  of 
which  only  250  copies  are  printed. 

**  ShSbbdr  Ndmeh,  4to.  a  Treatise  on  Falcony ;  containing  Instruct 
lions  for  selecttng  the  best  species  of  Hawks,  and  the  method  of 
teaching  them ;  describing  their  different  qualities ;  also  the  disorders 
they  are  subject  to,  and  method  of  cure.  Author  unknown." — Oriental 
Library  of  Tippoo  Saib,  1809,  p.  96. 

(4)  Of  Snuff  hoxee  every  one  knows  what  a  collection  the  great 
Frederick,  King  of  Prussia,  had— many  of  them  studded  with  precious 

stones,  and  decorated  with  enamelled  portraits.  Dr.  C.  of  Q 1 

has  been  represented  to  be  the  most  successful  rival  of  Frederick,  in 
this  *'  line  of  collection,"  as  it  is  called  ;  some  of  his  boxes  are  of  un- 
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dull  vehicle  of  Prose  for  the  commnication  of  his 
ideas  not  considering  that  from  Poetry  ten  thousand 
bright  scintillations  are  struck  oflF,  which  please  and 
convince  while  they  attract  and  astonisL  Thus  when 
Pope  talks  of  allotting  for 

"  Pembroke  (5)  Statues,  dirty  Goda  and  CoIhb  ; 
Bare  monkish  manuscripts  for  Heame  (6)  alone ; 
And  books  to  Mead  (7)  and  butterflies  to  Sloane/'  (8) 

when  he  says  that 

These  Aldus  (9)  printed,  those  Du  SQeU  has  bound  (10) 

moreover  that 

For  Locke  or  Milton  (11)  'tis  in  vain  to  look ; 
These  shelves  admit  not  any  modem  book  ; 

he  not  only  seems  to  illustrate  the  propriety  of  the 

common  curiosity.  It  may  gratify  a  Bibliographer  to  find  that  there 
are  other  Manias  besides  that  of  the  book  ;  and  that  even  physicians 
are  not  exempt  from  these  diseases. 

Of  Old  China,  Coins,  and  Rusty  Armour,  the  names  of  hundreds 
present  themselves  in  these  departments ;  but  to  the  more  commonly- 
known  ones  of  Rawle  and  Grose,  let  me  add  that  of  the  late  Mr.  John 
White,  of  Newgate-Street;  a  catalogue  of  whose  curiosities  [includ- 
ing some  very  uncommon  books]  was  published  in  the  year  1788,  in 
three  parts,  Bvo.  Dr.  Burney  tells  us  that  Mr.  White  **  was  in  pos- 
session of  a  valuable  coUection  of  ancient  rarities,  as  well  as  natural 
productions,  of  the  most  curious  and  extraordinary  kind ;  no  one  of 
which  however  was  more  remarkable  than  the  obliging  manner  in 
which  he  allowed  them  to  be  viewed  and  examined  by  his  friends." — 
History  of  Music,  vol.  II.  539,  note. 

(6)  The  reader  will  find  an  animated  eulogy  on  this  great  nobleman 
in  Walpole's  Anecdotes  of  Painters,  vol.  iv.  227  :  part  of  which  was 
transcribed  by  Joseph  Warton  for  his  Variorum  edition  of  Pope's 
Works,  and  thence  copied  into  the  recent  edition  of  the  same  by 
the  Rev.  W.  L.  Bowles.  But  Pembroke  deserved  a  more  particulfiur 
notice.  Exclusively  of  his  fine  statues,  and  architectural  decorations, 
the  Earl  contrived  to  procure  a  number  of  curious  and  rare  books ; 
and  the  testimonies  of  Maittaire  [who  speaks  indeed  of  him  with  a  ^ 
sort  of  rapture !]  and  Palmer  shew  that  the  productions  of  Jenson 
and  Caxton  were  no  strangers  to  his  library.  Annates  Typographici, 
voL  I.  13.  edit  1719.  History  of  Printing,  p.  v.  "  There  is  nothing 
that  so  surely  proves  the  pre-eminence  of  virtue  more  than  the  uni- 
versal admiration  of  mankind,  and  the  respect  paid  it  even  by  persons 
in  opposite  interests  ;  and  more  than  this,  it  is  a  sparkling  gem  which 
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foiegoing  remark,  by  shewing  the  immense  superiority 
of  verse  to  prose,  in  ridiculing  reigning  absurdities,  but 
he  seems  to  have  had  a  pretty  strong  foresight  of  the 

even  time  does  not  destroy :  it  is  hung  np  in  the  Temple  of  Fame,  and 
respected  for  ever."  Chntinuation  of  Granger,  voL  L  37,  Ac.  "  He 
nised,  continues  Mr.  Noble,  a  coUection  of  Antiques  that  were  Un- 
rivalled by  any  subject  His  learning  made  him  a  fit  companion  for 
the  literatL  Wilton  will  ever  be  a  monument  of  his  extensive  know- 
ledge ;  and  the  princely  presents  it  contains,  of  the  high  estimation 
in  which  he  was  held  by  foreign  potentates,  as  weU  as  by  the  many 
monarchs  he  saw  and  served  at  home.  He  lived  rather  as  a  primitive 
christian ;  in  his  behaviour,  meek  :  in  his  dress,  plain  :  rather  retired, 
conversing  but  little."  Burnet,  in  the  Hittory  of  hii  own  Times,  has 
spoken  of  the  Earl  with  spirit  and  propriety. 

(6)  In  the  recent  Variorum  Edition  of  Pope's  Works,  all  that  is 
annexed  to  Heame's  name,  as  above  introduced  by  the  Poet,  is, 
"  well  known  as  an  Antiquarian." 

Alas,  Poor  Hbabnb  ! 

thy  merits,  which  are  now  fully  appreciated,  deserve  an  ampler 
notice !  In  spite  of  Gibbon's  immerciful  critique  [Poethwmom  Works, 
vol.  IL  711.]>  the  productions  of  this  modest,  erudite,  and  indefatigable 
antiquary  are  rising  in  price  proportionably  to  their  worth.  If  he 
had  only  edited  the  Collectanea  and  Itinerary  of  his  favourite  Leland, 
he  would  have  stood  on  high  groimd  in  the  department  of  literature 
and  antiquities ;  but  his  other  and  numerous  works  place  him  on  a 
much  loftier  eminence.  Of  these,  the  present  is  not  the  place  to  make 
mention ;  suffice  it  to  say  that,  for  copies  of  his  works,  on  Large 
Paper,  which  the  author  used  to  advertise  as  selling  for  7s,  or  10«., 
or  about  which  placards,  to  the  same  effect,  used  to  be  stuck  on  the 
walls  of  the  colleges, — these  very  copies  are  now  sometimes  sold  for 
more  than  the  like  number  of  guineas !  It  is  amusing  to  observe  that 
the  lapse  of  a  few  years  only  has  caused  such  a  rise  in  the  article  of 
Hearne  ;  and  that  the  Peter  Langtoft  on  large  paper,  which  at 
Bowe  Mores's  sale  [Bibl.  Mores.  No.  2191.]  was  purchased  for  £1,  5Ls, 
produced  at  a  late  sale,  [AD.  1808]  £37  !  A  complete  libt  of  Heame's 
Pieces  will  be  found  at  the  end  of  his  Life,  printed  with  Leland's,  &c., 
at  the  Clarendon  Press,  in  1772,  8vo.  Of  these  the  "  Acta  Apostolorum, 
Or.  Lat;"  and  '*  Aluredi  Beverlacensis  Annales,"  are,  I  believe,  the 
scarcest.  It  is  wonderful  to  think  how  this  amiable  and  excellent 
man  persevered  ''  through  evil  report  and  good  report,"  in  illustrating 
the  antiquities  of  his  country.  To  the  very  last  he  appears  to  have 
been  molested ;  and  among  his  persecutors,  the  learned  editor  of 
JosephuB  and  Dionysius  Halicamasseus,  Dr.  Hudson,  must  be  ranked. 
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Bibliomania  wliich  rages  at  the  present  day.  How* 
ever,  as  the  ancients  tell  us  that  a  Poet  cannot  be  a 
maniLfactured  creature,  and  as  I  have  not  the  smallest 

to  the  dii9f;;race  of  himself  and  the  party  which  he  espoused.    "  Heame 

was  buried  m  the  church  yard  of  St.  Peter's  (at  Oxford)  in  the  East, 

where  is  erected  over  his  remains,  a  tomb^  widi  an  inscription  written. 

bjhimselfi 

Amidtfas  Ergo. 

Here  lyeth  the  Body  of 

Thomas  Hxabne,  M.  A. 

Who  studied  and  preserved 

Antiquities. 

He  dyed  June  10,  1735. 

Aged  57  years. 

Deut  xxzii  :  7. 

Bemember  the  days  of  old ; 

consider  the  years 

of  many  generations ; 

ask  thy  Father 

and  he  wiU  shew  thee ; 

thy  elders 

and  they  will  tell  thee. 

Job.  viiL  8,  9,  10. 

Enquire  I  pray  thee.** 

Life  of  Heame,  p.  34 

(7)  Of  Dr.  Mead  and  his  Library  a  particular  account  is  given  in 
the  f oUowing  pages. 

(8)  For  this  distinguished  character  consult  Nichols's  Aneedota  of 
BwnfeTy  650,  note* ;  which,  however,  relates  entirely  to  his  ordinary 
habits  and  modes  of  life.  His  magnificent  coUection  of  Natural 
Curiosities  and  MSS.  is  now  in  the  British  Museum. 

(9)  The  annals  of  the  Aldine  Press  have  had  ample  justice  done  to 
them  in  the  beautiful  and  accurate  work  published  by  Benouard, 
under  the  title  of  "  Armales  de  VImprvmerie  dee  Alde^  in  two  vols, 
8vo.  1804.  One  is  rather  surprised  at  not  finding  any  reference  to 
this  masterly  piece  of  bibliography  in  the  last  edition  of  Mr.  Boscoe's 
Leo  X.,  where  there  is  a  pleasing  account  of  the  establishment  of  the 
Aldine  Press. 

(10)  I  do  not  recollect  having  seen  any  book  bound  by  this  binder 
Of  Padaloup,  De  Bome,  and  Baumgarten,  where  is  the  fine  collection 
that  does  not  boast  of  a   few  specimens  7    We  will  speak  *'  anon"  of 
the  Boger   Paynes,  Ealthoebers,  Herrings.,  Stagemiers,  and  Mackin- 
lays  of  the  day ! 
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pretensions  to  the  "  rhyming  art,"  [although  in  former 

(12)  times  I  did  venture  to  dabble  with  it]  I  must  of 
necessity  have  recourse  to  Prose ;  and,  at  the  same 
time,  to  your  candour  and  forbearance  in  perusing  the 
pages  which  ensue. 

K  ever  there  was  a  country  upon  the  face  of  the 
globe — ^from  the  days  of  Nimrod  the  beast,  to  Bagford 

(13)  the  book,  hunter — distinguished  for  the  variety,  the 
justness,  and  magnanimity  of  its  views  ;  if  ever  there 
was  a  nation  which  really  and  unceasingly  *'  felt  for 
another's  woe"  [I  call  to  witness  our  Infirmaries, 
Hospitals,  Asylums,  and  other  public   and  private 

(11)  This  is  net  the  leproach  of  the  age  we  live  in ;  for  reprints  of 
Bacon,  Locke,  and  Milton  have  been  published  with  complete  success. 
It  would  be  ridiculous  indeed  for  a  man  of  sense,  and  especially  a 
Universitj  man,  to  give  £5  or  £6  for  '<  QonorCi  School  of  AbuMf  agaimt 
Piperi  cmd  Playen/*  or  £3.  3«.  for  a  clean  copy  of  ''  Becreation  for 
Ingeniow  Head  Pieces,  or  a  PlecuarU  Orove  for  (heir  Wits  to  walk  in" 
and  grudge  the  like  sum  for  a  dozen  handsome  octavo  volumes  of  the 
finest  writers  of  his  country. 

(12)  About  twelve  years  ago  I  was  rash  enough  to  publish  a  smaU 
volume  of  Poems,  witii  my  name  affixed.  They  were  the  productions 
of  my  juvenile  years ;  and  I  need  hardly  say,  at  this  period,  how 
ashamed  I  am  of  their  author-ship.  The  monthly  and  Analytical 
Reviews  did  me  the  kindness  of  just  tolerating  them,  and  of  warning 
me  not  to  commit  any  future  trespass  upon  the  premises  of  Parnassus. 
I  struck  off  600  copies,  and  was  glad  to  get  rid  of  half  of  them  as 
waste  paper ;  the  remaining  half  has  been  partly  destroyed  by  my 
own  hands,  and  has  partly  mouldered  away  in  oblivion  amidst  the 
dust  of  Booksellers'  shelves.  My  only  consolation  is  that  the  volume  is 
exceedingly  rare  / 

(13)  **  John  Baoford,  by  profession  a  bookseller,  frequently  travelled 
into  Holland  and  other  parts,  in  search  of  scarce  books  and  valuable 
printSy  and  brought  a  vast  namber  into  this  kingdom,  the  greatest 
part  of  which  were  purchased  by  the  Earl  of  Oxford.  He  had  been 
in  his  younger  days  a  shoemaker;  and,  for  the  many  curiosities 
wherewith  he  enriched  the  famous  library  of  Dr.  John  Moore,  Bishop 
of  Ely,  his  Lordship  got  him  admitted  into  the  Charter  House.  He 
died  in  1706,  aged  66 :  after  his  death  Lord  Oxford  purchased  all  his 
collections  and  papers,  for  his  library :  these  are  now  in  the  Harleian 
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Institutions  of  a  charitable  nature,  that,  like  so  many 
belts  of  adamant,  unite  and  strengthen  us  in  the  great 
cause  of  Humanity]  ;  if  ever  there  was  a  country  and  a 
set  of  human  beings  pre-eminently  distinguished  for 
all  the  social  virtues  which  soften  and  animate  the  soul 
of  man,  surely  Old  England  and  Englishmen  are 
THEY  1  The  common  cant,  it  may  be  urged,  of  all 
writers  in  favour  of  the  country  where  they  chance  to 
live  I  And  what,  you  will  say,  has  this  to  do  with 
Book  Collectors  and  Books  ? — Much,  every  way:  a 

coUectioiL  in  the  British  Museum.  In  1707  were  published,  in  the 
Philosophical  Transactions,  his  Proposals  for  a  General  History  of 
Printing." — Bowyer  and  Nichols's  Origin  of  Printing,  p.  164,  189,  note. 
It  has  been  my  fortune  (whether  good  or  bad  remains  to  be  proved) 
not  only  to  transcribe  the  slender  memorial  of  Printing  in  the  Philo- 
sophical Transactions,  drawn  up  by  Wanley  for  Bagford,  but  to  wade 
through  forty-two  folio  volumes,  in  which  Bagford's  materials  for  a 
History  of  Printing  are  incorporated,  in  the  British  Museum:  and 
from  these,  I  think  I  have  furnished  myself  with  a  pretty  fair  idea  of 
the  said  Bagford.  He  was  the  most  hungry  and  rapacious  of  aU  book 
and  print  collectors  ;  and,  in  his  ravages,  spared  neither  the  most 
delicate  nor  costly  specimens.  His  eyes  and  his  mouth  seem  to  have 
been  always  open  to  express  his  astonishment  at,  sometimes,  the  most 
common  and  contemptible  productions ;  and  his  paper  in  the  Philo- 
sophical Transactions  betrays  such  simplicity  and  ignorance  that  one 
is  astonished  how  my  Lord  Oxford  and  the  learned  Bishop  of  Ely 
could  have  employed  so  credulous  a  bibliographical  forager.  A  modem 
collector  and  lover  of  perfect  copies  will  witness,  with  shuddering, 
among  Bagford's  immense  collection  of  Title  Pages,  in  the  Museum, 
the  frontispieces  of  the  Complutensian  Polyglot,  and  Chauncy's 
History  of  Hertfordshire,  torn  out  to  illustrate  a  History  of  Printing. 
His  enthusiasm,  however,  carried  him  through  a  great  deal  of  labo- 
rious toil ;  and  he  supplied,  in  some  measure,  by  this  qualification, 
the  want  of  other  attainments.  His  whole  mind  was  devoted  to 
book-hunting;  and  his  integrity  and  diligence  probably  made  his 
employers  overlook  his  many  failings.  His  hand-writing  is  scarcely 
legible,  and  his  orthography  is  still  more  wretched  ;  but  if  ho  was 
ignorant,  he  was  humble,  zealous,  and  grateful ;  and  he  has  certainly 
done  something  towards  the  accomplishment  of  that  desirable  object, 
an  accurate  General  History  of  Printing.  In  my  edition  of  Ameses 
Typographical  Antiquities,  I  shall  give  an  analysis  of  Bagford's  papers, 
with  a  specimen  or  two  of  his  composition. 
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nation  thus  glorious  is,  at  this  present  eventful  mo- 
ment, afflicted  not  only  with  the  Dog  (14),  but  the 
Book,  disease — 

Fire  in  each  eye,  and  paper  in  each  hand 
They  rave,  recite, 

Let  us  enquire,  therefore,  into  the  origin  and  tendency 

of  the  Bibliomania. 

In  this  enquiry  I  purpose  considering   the  subject 

under  three  points  of  view :  L  The  History  of  the 
Disease;  or  an  account  of  the  eminent  men  who  have 
fallen  victims  to  it :  II.  The  Nature,  or  Symptoms 
OP  THE  Disease  :  and  III.  The  probable  means  of 
its  Cure.     We  are  to  consider,  then, 

1.  The  History  of  the  Disease.  In  treating  of 
the  history  of  this  disease,  it  will  be  found  to  have  been 
attended  with  this  remarkable  circumstance  ;  namely, 
that  it  has  almost  uniformly  confined  its  attacks  to  the 
male  sex,  and,  among  these,  to  people  in  the  higher  and 
middling  classes  of  society,  while  the  artificer,  labourer, 
and  peasant  have  escaped  wholly  uninjured.  It  has 
raged  chiefly  in  palaces,  castles,  halls,  and  gay  man- 
sions ;  and  those  things  which  in  general  are  supposed 
not  to  be  inimical  to  health,  such  as  cleanliness, 
spaciousness,  and  splendour,  are  only  so  many  induce- 
ments towards  the  introduction  and  propagation  of  the 
Bibliomania  !  What  renders  it  particularly  for- 
midable is  that  it  rages  in  all  seasons  of  the  year,  and 
at  all  periods  of  human  existence.  The  emotions  of 
friendship  or  of  love  are  weakened  or  subdued  as  old 
age   advances;  but  the  influence  of  this  passion,  or 

(14)  For  an  eloquent  account  of  this  disorder  consult  the  letters  of 
Dr.  Mosely  inserted  in  the  Morning  Herald  of  last  year.  I  have 
always  been  surprised,  and  a  little  vexed,  that  these  animated  pieces 
of  composition  should  be  relished  and  praised  by  every  one — but 
the  Faculty  ! 
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rather  disease,  admits  of  no  mitigation  :  ''  it  grows 
with  our  growth,  and  strengthens  with  our  strength  ;" 
and  is  oft-times 

■       •  The  ruling  passioii  strong  in  death.  (15) 

We  will  now,  my  dear  Sir,  begin  ''making  out  the 
catalogue"  of  victims  to  the  Bibliomania  !  The  first 
eminent  character  who  appears  to  have  been  infected 
with  this  disease  was  Richard  De  Bury,  one  of  the 
tutors  of  Edward  III.,  and  afterwards  Bishop  of  Dur- 
ham ;  a  man  who  has  been  uniformly  praised  for  the 
variety  of  his  erudition,  and  the  intenseness  of  his 
ardour  in  book-collecting,  (16)     I  discover  no  other 

•  

(15)  The  writiiigs  of  the  Roman  philologers .  seem  to  bear  evidence 
of  this  fact  Seneca,  when  an  old  man,  says  that,  *'  if  you  are  fond  of 
books,  yon  wiU  escape  the  ennui  of  life ;  you  wiU  neither '  sigh  for 
evening,  disgusted  with  the  occupations  of  the  day — nor  will  you  live 
dissatisfied  with  yourself,  or  improfitable  to  others."  De  Tranqui- 
UtaUj  ch.  3.  Cicero  has  positively  told  us  that  "  study  is  the  food  of 
youth,  and  the  amusement  of  old  age."  Orat,  pro  Archicu  The 
younger  Pliny  was  a  downright  Bibliomaniac.  ''  I  am  quite  trans- 
ported and  comforted,*  says  he,  "  in  the  midst  of  my  books :  they  give 
a  zest  to  the  happiest,  and  assuage  the  anguish  of  the  bitterest,  moments 
of  existehce !  Therefore,  whether  distracted  by  the  cares  or  the  losses 
of  my  family,  or  my  friends,  I  fiy  to  my  library,  as  the  only  refuge  in 
distress :  here  I  learn  to  bear  adversity  with  fortitude."  Epitt  Jib. 
viiL  cap.  19.  But  consult  Cicero  De  Senectute,  All  these  treatises 
afford  abundant  proof  of  the  hopelessness  of  cure  in  cases  of  the 
Bibliomania. 

(16)  It  may  be  expected  that  I  should  notice  a  few  book-lovers, 
and  probably  Bibliomaniacs,  previously  to  the  time  of  Richard  De 
Bury ;  but  so  little  is  known  with  accuracy  of  Johannes  Scotus 
Erigena,  and  his  patron  Charles  the  Bald,  King  of  France,  or  of  the 
book  t^te-a-t^tes  they  used  to  have  together  —  so  little,  also,  of 
Nennius,  Bede,  and  Alfred  [although  the  monasteries  at  this  period, 
from  the  evidence  of  Sir  William  Dugdale,  in  the  first  volume  of  the 
Monasticon  were  ''opulently  endowed,"  — inter  alia,  I  should  hope, 
with  magnificent  MSS.  on  vellum,  bound  in  velvet,  and  embossed 
with  gold  and  silver],  or  the  illustrious  writers  in  the  Norman  period, 
and  the  fine  books  which  were  in  the  abbey  of  Croyland — so  little  is 
known  of  book-collectors,    previously  to  the    14th    century,  that  I 


EMINENT   BOOK-COLLECTORS.  13 

noterioua  example  of  the  fatality  of  the  Bibliomanll 
until  the  time  of  Henry  VII ;  when  the  monarch  him- 
self may  Jbe  considered  as  having  added  to  the  number. 
Although  our  venerable  typographer,  Caxton,  lauds 
and  magnifies,  with  equal  sincerity,  the  whole  line  of 
British  Kings,  from  Edward  IV.  to  Henry  VII.  [under 
whose  patronage  he  would  seem,  in  some  measure,  to 
have  carried  on  his  printing  business],  yet,  of  all  these 
monarchs,  the  latter  alone  was  so  unfortunate  as  to 
fall  a  victim  to  this  disease*    His  Ubrary  must  have 

thought  it  the  most  pradent  and  safe  way  to  b^in  with  the  above 
excellent  prelate. 

RiCHABD  De  Burt  was  the  Mend  and  correspondent  of  Petrarch ; 
and  is  said  by  Mons.  de  Sade,  in  his  Memoires  pour  la  vie  de 
Petrarque,  ''  to  have  done  in  England  what  Petrarch  did  all  his  life 
in  France,  Italy,  and  (Germany,  towards  the  discovery  of  MSS.  of 
the  best  ancient  writers,  and  making  copies  of  them  under  his  own 
superintendence."  His  passion  for  book-collecting  was  imbounded 
[«  yir  ardentis  ingenii,"  says  Petrarch  of  him] ;  and  in  order  to  excite 
the  same  ardour  in  his  countrymen,  or  rather  to  propagate  the  disease 
of  the  Bibliomania  with  all  his  might,  he  composed  a  bibliogra- 
phical work  under  the  title  of  PhUobiblion ;  concerning  the  first 
edition  of  which,  printed  at  Spires  in  1483,  Clement  (tom.  y.  142}  has 
a  long  gossiping  accoimt ;  and  Morhof  tells  us  that  it  is  "  rarissima 
et  in  paucorum  manibus  versatur."  It  was  reprinted  in  Paris  in  1500, 
4to.,  by  the  elder  Ascensius,  and  frequently  in  the  subsequent  century, 
but  the  best  editions  of  it  are  those  by  Goldastus  in  1674,  Bvo.,  and 
Hummius  in  1703.  Morhof  observes  that,  '*  however  De  Bury's  work 
savours  of  the  rudeness  of  the  age,  it  is  rather  elegantly  written,  and 
many  things  are  weU  said  in  it  relating  to  Bibliothecism."  Polyhist, 
Literar.  vol  L  187,  edit  1747. 

For  farther  particulars  concerning  De  Bury,  read  Bale,  Wharton, 
Cave,  and  Godwin's  Episcopal  Biography.  He  left  behind  him  a 
fine  library  of  MSS.  wMch  he  bequeathed  to  Durham,  now  Trinity, 
College,  Oxford. 

It  may  be  worth  the  antiquary's  notice,  that,  in  consequence  (I 
suppose)  of  this  amiable  prelate's  exertions,  ''in  every  convent  was 
a  noble  library  and  a  great:  and  every  fnar,  that  had  state  in 
school,  such  as  they  be  now,  hath  an  huoh  Librabt."  See  the 
curious  Sermon  of  the  Archbishop  of  Armagh,  Nov.  8,  1387,  in 
Trevisa's  works  among  the  Harleian  MSS.  No.  1900.  Whether  these 
Friars,  thus  affected  with  the  frensy  of  book-collecting,  ever  visited 
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been  a  magnificent  one,  if  we  may  judge  from  the 
splendid  specimens  of  it  which  now  remain.  (17)  It 
would  appear,  too,  that)  about  this  time,  the  Biblio- 
mania was  increased  by  the  introduction  of  foreign 
printed  books ;  and  it  is  not  very  improbable  that 
a  portion  of  Henry's  immense  wealth  w^as  devoted 
towards  the  purchase  of  vellum  copies,  which  were 
now  beginning  to  be  published  by  the  great  typogra- 
phical triumvirate,  Verard,  Eustace,  and  Pigouchet. 

During  the  reign  of  Henry  VIIL,  I  should  suppose 
that  the  Earl  of  Surrey  (18)  and  Sir  Thomas  Wyatt 
were  a  little  attached  to  book-collecting ;  and  that 
Dean  Colet  (19)  and  his  friend  Sir  Thomas  More  and 

the  *'  old  chapelle  at  the  Est  End  of  the  church  of  S.  Saink  [Berk- 
shire], whither  of  late  time  resorted  in  pilgrimage  many  folkes  for 
the  disease  of  madness,"  [see  Leland's  Itinerary,  vol.  ii.  29,  edit  1770] 
I  have  not  been  able,  after  the  most  diligent  investigation,  to  ascertain. 

(17)  The  British  Museum  contains  a  great  number  of  books  which 
bear  the  royal  stamp  of  Henry  VII.'s  arms.  Some  of  these  printed 
by  Verard,  upon  vellum,  are  magnificent  memorials  of  a  library,  the 
dispersion  of  which  is  for  ever  to  be  regretted.  As  Henry  VIIL 
knew  nothing  of,  and  cared  less  for,  fine  books,  it  is  not  very  impro- 
bable that  some  of  the  choicest  volumes  belonging  to  the  late  king 
were  presented  to  Cardinal  Wolsey. 

(18)  The  Earl  of  Surrey  and  Sir  Thomas  Wyatt  were  among  the 
first  who  taught  their  countrymen  to  be  charmed  with  the  elegance 
and  copiousness  of  their  own  language.  How  effectually  they  accom- 
plished this  laudable  object,  will  be  seen  from  tlie  forthcoming 
beautiful  and  complete  edition  of  their  works  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Nott* 

(19)  Colet,  More,  and  Erasmus  [considering  the  latter  when  he 
was  in  England]  were  here  undoubtedly  the  great  literary  triumvirate 
of  the  early  part  of  the  16th  century.  The  lives  of  More  and  Erasmus 
are  generally  read  and  known ;  but  of  Dean  Colet  it  may  not  be  so 
generally  known  that  his  ardour  for  books  and  for  classical  literature 

*  It  fell  to  the  lot  of  the  printer  of  this  volume,  during  his  apprenticeship  to 
his  father,  to  correct  the  press  of  nearly  the  whole  of  Dr.  Nott's  labours,  which 
were  completed,  after  several  years  of  toil,  when  in  the  extensive  conflagration 
of  the  printing-ofllico  at  Bolt  Court,  Fleet-street,  in  1819,  all  but  too  copies  were 
totally  destroyed  ! 
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Erasmus  were  downright  Bibliomaniacs.  There  can  be 
little  doubt  but  that  neither  the  great  Leland  (20)  nor 

was  keen  and  insatiable;  that,  in  the  foundation  of  St.  Paul's 
School,  he  has  left  behind  a  name  which  entitles  him  to  rank  in  the 
foremost  of  those  who  have  fallen  victims  to  the  Bxbliomandl  How 
anxiously  does  he  seem  to  have  watched  the  progress,  and  pushed  the 
sale,  of  his  friend  Erasmus's  first  edition  of  the  Qreek  Testament ! 
**  Quod  scribis  de  Novo  Testamento  intelligo.  Et  libri  novce  ediHonis 
turn  hie  avide  emuntur  et  pauim  leguntur  /"  The  entire  epistle  (which 
may  be  seen  in  Dr.  Knight's  dry  Life  of  Colet,  p.  316)  is  devoted  to 
an  account  of  Erasmus's  publications.  "  I  am  really  astonished,  my 
dear  Erasmus  [does  he  exclaim],  at  the  fruitfulness  of  your  talents  ; 
that,  without  any  fixed  residence,  and  with  a  precarious  and  limited 
income,  you  contrive  to  publish  so  many  and  such  excellent  works." 
Adverting  to  the  distracted  state  of  Germany  at  this  period,  and  to 
the  wish  of  his  friend  to  live  secluded  and  unmolested,  he  observes — 
*'  As  to  the  tranquU  retirement  which  you  sigh  for,  be  assured  that 
you  have  my  sincere  wishes  for  its  rendering  you  as  happy  and  com- 
posed as  you  can  wish  it  Four  age  and  erudition  entitle  you  to  such 
a  retreat  I  fondly  hope,  indeed,  that  you  will  choose  this  country 
for  it,  and  come  and  live  amongst  us,  whose  disposition  you  know, 
and  whose  friendship  you  have  proved." 

There  is  hardly  a  more  curious  picture  of  the  custom  of  the  times, 

relating  to  the  education  of  boys,  than  the  Dean's  own  Statutes  for 

the  regulation  of  St  Paul's  Sdiool,  which  he  had  founded.    These 

shew,  too,  the  popular  bookt  then  read  by  the  learned.    ^  The  children 

shall  come  unto  the  School  in  the  morning  at  seven  of  the  dock,  both 

winter  and  summer,  and  tarry  there  until  eleven  ;  and  return  against 

one  of  the  clock,  and  depart  at  five,  &c.    In  the  school,  no  time  in  the 

year,  they  shall  use  tallow  candle  in  no  wise,  but  only  wax  candUf  at 

the  costs  of  their  Mends.    Also  I  will  they  bring  no  meat  nor  drink, 

nor  bottle,  nor  use  in  the  school  no  breakfasts,  nor  drinkings,  in  the 

time  of  learning,  in  no  wise,  &c.    I  will  they  use  no  cockfightings, 

nor    riding  about  of  victory,   nor    disputing  at   Saint   Bartholomew, 

which  is  but  foolish  babbling  and  loss  of  time."    The  master  is  then 

restricted,  imder  the  penalty  of  40  shillings,  from  granting  the  boys  a 

holiday,  or  "  remedy,"  [play-day,]  as  it  is  here  called  "  except  the 

Ejng,  an  Archbishop,  or  a  Bishop,  preisent  in  his  own  person  in  the 

school,  desire  it"    The  studies  for  the  lads  were,  "  Erasmus's  Copia  & 

Institutum  Christiani    Hominis   (composed    at  the    Dean's    request) 

Lactantius,  Prudentius,  Juvencus,  Proba  and  Sedulius,  and  Baptista 

Mantuanus,"  and  such  other  as  shall  be  thought  convenient  and  most 

to  purpose  unto  the  true  Latin  speech :  all  barbery,  all  corruption,  all 

Latin  adulterate,  which  ignorant  blind  fools  brought  into  this  world, 
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his  Biographer  Bale,  (21)  were  able  to  escape  the  con- 
tagion ;  and  that;  in  the  ensuing  period,  Bogar  Ascham 
became  notorious  for  the  Book-disease.     He  purchased 

and  with  the  same  hath  diBtained  and  poifloned  the  old  Latin  bpeech, 
and  the  veray  Roman  tongue,  which  in  the  time  of  Tolly  and  SaUust 
and  Viigil  and  Terence  was  used— I  say  that  filthiness,  and  all  such 
ahudon,  which  the  later  blind  world  brought  in,  which  more  rather 
•  may  be  called  BloUraitvim  that  LiUraturt,  I  utterly  banish  and  ex- 
clude out  of  this  school"    Life  o/KwighVi  Oolet,  368—4. 

What  was  to  be  expected,  but  that  boys,  thus  educated,  would 
hereafter  fsdl  victims  to  the  Bibliohaiha  ? 

(20)  The  history  of  this  great  men,  and  of  his  literary  labours,  is 
most  interesting.  He  was  a  pupil  of  William  LiUy,  the  first  head-mas- 
ter of  St  Paul's  School ;  and,  l^  the  kindness  and  liberality  of  a  Mr. 
Myles,  he  afterwards  received  the  advantage  of  a  College  education, 
and  was  supplied  with  money  in  order  to  travel  abroad,  and  make 
8u6h  collections  as  he  should  deem  necessary  for  the  great  work  which 
even  then  seemed  to  dawn  upon  his  young  and  ardent  mind.  Lelaud 
endeavoured  to  requite  the  kindness  of  his  benefactor  by  an  elegant 
copy  of  Latin  verses,  in  which  he  warmly  expatiates  on  the  generosity 
of  his  patron,  and  acknowledges  that  his  acquaintance  with  the  Alma 
Matres  [for  he  was  of  both  Universities]  was  entirely  the  result  of 
such  beneficence.  While  he  resided  on  the  continent,  he  was 
admitted  into  the  society  of  the  most  eminent  Greek  and  Latin 
Scholars,  and  could  probably  number  among  his  correspondents  the 
illustrious  names  of  Bud»us,  Erasmus,  the  Stephani,  Faber  and 
Tumebus.  Here,  too,  he  cultivated  his  natural  taste  for  poetry ;  and 
from  inspecting  the  fine  books  which  the  Italian  and  French  presses 
had  produced,  as  well  as  fired  'by  the  love  of  Grecian  learning,  which 
had  fled,  on  the  sacking  of  Constantinople,  to  take  shelter  in  the 
academic  bowers  of  the  Medici,  he  seems  to  have  matured  hii  plans 
for  carrying  into  effect  the  great  work  which  had  now  taken  full 
possession  of  his  mind.  He  returned  to  England,  resolved  to  institute 
an  inquiry  into  the  state  of  the  Libbaries,  Antiquities,  Records  and 
Writings  then  in  existence.  Having  entered  into  holy  orders,  and 
obtained  preferment  at  the  express  interposition  of  the  King,  (Henry 
VIIL),  he  was  appointed  his  Antiquary  and  Libraiy  Keeper,  and  a 
royal  commission  was  issued  in  which  Leland  was  directed  to  search 
after  "England's  Antiquities,  and  peruse  the  libraries  of  all 
Cathedrals,  Abbies,  Priories,  Colleges,  etc,  as  also  all  the  places 
wherein  Records,  Writings,  and  Secrets  of  Antiquity  were  reposited." 
''  Before  Leland's  time,"  says  Heame,  in  the  Preface  to  the  Itinerary, 
"all  the  literary  monuments  of  Antiquity  were  totally  disregarded ; 
aQd  Students  of  Germany,  apprised  of  this  culpable  indifference,  were 
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probably,  during  his  travels  abroad  (22)many  a  fine  copy 
of  the  Greek  and  Latin  Classics,  from  which  he  read 

suffered  to  enter  our  libraries  unmolested,  and  to  cut  out  of  the  books 
deposited  there  whatever  passages  they  thought  proper — ^whioh  they 
afterwards  published  as  relics  of  the  ancient  literature  of  their  own 
country." 

Leland  was  occupied,  without  intermission,  in  this  immense  under- 
taking, for  the  space  of  six  years ;  and,  on  its  completion,  he  hastened 
to  the  metropolis  to  lay  at  the  feet  of  his  Sovereign  the  result  of  his 
researches.  This  was  presented  to  Henry  imder  the  title  of  A  Nxw 
Year's  Qift  ;  and  was  first  published  by  Bale  in  1549, -8vo.  ''Being 
inflamed,"  says  the  author,  ''with  a  love  to  see  thoroughly  all  those 
parts  of  your  opulent  and  ample  realm,  in  so  much  that  all  my  other 
occupations  intermitted,  I  have  so  travelled  in  your  dominions,  both 
by  the  sea  coasts  and  the  middle  parts,  sparing  neither  labour  nor 
costs,  by  the  space  of  six  years  past,  that  there  is  neither  cape  nor 
bay,  haven,  creek,  or  pier,  river,  or  confluence  of  rivers,  breeches, 
wastes,  lakes,  moors,  fenny  waters,  mountains,  vallies,  heaths,  forests, 
chases,  woods,  cities,  burghes,  castles,  principal  manor  places,  monas- 
teries and  colleges,  but  I  have  seen  them ;  and  noted,  in  so  doing,  a 
whole  world  of  things  very  memorable."  Leland  moreover  tells  his 
Majesty — that  "By  his  laborious  journey  and  costly  enterprise,  he 
had  conserved  many  good  authors,  the  which  otherwise  had  been  like 
to  have  perished ;  of  the  which,  part  remained  in  the  royal  palaces, 
part  also  in  his  own  custody,  &c/* 

As  Leland  was  engaged  six  years  in  this  literary  tour,  so  he  was 
occupied  for  a  no  less  period  of  time  in  digesting  and  arranging  the 
prodigious  number  of  MSS.  he  had  collected.  But  he  sunk  beneath 
the  immensity  of  the  task !  The  want  of  amanuenses,  and  of  other 
attentions  and  comforts,  seems  to  have  deeply  affected  him;  in  this 
melancholy  state,  he  wrote  to  Archbishop  Cranmer  a  Latin  epistle,  in 
verse,  of  which  the  foUowing  is  the  commencement — very  forcibly 
describing  his  situation  and  anguish  of  mind. 

Est  congesta  mihi  domi  snpellex 
Ingens,  aurea,  Dobilis,  venusta 
Qua  totns  studeo  Britanniaraxa 
Vero  reddere  gloriaxn  nitorL 
Sedtortuna  meia  noyeroa  coeptlB 
Jam  f elioibos  invidet  maligna. 
Quare,  ne  pereant  breyi  vel  hora 
Moltarum  mihi  nootium  laborea 

Onmea 

CBAmoBE,  eximium  decus  piomm  ! 
Implorare  tuam  benignitatem 
Gogor. 
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to  his  illustrious  pupils,  Lady  Jane  Grey,  and  Queen 
Elizabeth :  but  whether  he  made  use  of  an  Editio 

The  result  was  that  Leland  lost  his  senses ;  and,  after  lingering  two 
years  in  a  state  of  total  derangement,  he  died  on  the  18th  of  April, 
1552.  "Pr6h  tristes  rerum .humanarum  vices!  prdh  viri  optimi  de- 
plorandam  infelicissimamque  sortcm!''  exclaims  Dr.  Smith,  in  his 
preface  to  Camden's  Life,  1691,  4to. 

The  precious  and  voluminous  MSS.  of  Leland  were  doomed  to  suffer 
a  fieite  scarcely  less  pitiable  than  that  of  their  owner.  After  being 
pilfered  by  some,  and  garbled  by  others,  they  served  to  replenish  the 
pages  of  Stow,  I^tmbard,  Camden,  Burton,  Dugdale,  and  many  other 
antiquaries  and  historians.  Polydore  Virgil,  who  had  stolen  from 
them  pretty  freely,  had  the  insolence  to  abuse  Leland's  memory — 
calling  him  '^  a  vain  glorious  man  f  but  what  shall  we  say  to  this 
flippant  egotist?  who,  according  to  Caius's  testimony  [I)$  Aniiq. 
Cantab,  head,  lib,  1.]  ''  to  prevent  a  discovery  of  the  many  errors  of  his 
own  History  of  England,  collected  and  burnt  a  greater  number  of  an- 
cient histories  and  manuscripts  than  would  have  loaded  a  waggon." 
The  imperfect  remains  of  Leland's  MSS.  are  now  deposited  in  the 
Bodleian  Library,  and  in  the  British  Museum. 

Upon  the  whole,  it  must  be  acknowledged  that  Leland  is  a 
mehmcholy,  as  well  as  illustrioas,  example  of  the  influence  of 
the  Bibliomania  I 

(21)  In  spite  of  Bale's  coarseness,  positiveness,  and  severity,  he  has 
done  much  towards  the  cause  of  learning ;  and,  perhaps,  towards  the 
propagation  of  the  disease  under  discussion.  His  re^ird  for  Leland 
does  him  great  honour;  and  sdthough  his  plays  are  miserably  dull, 
notwithstanding  the  high  prices  which  the  original  editions  of  them 
bear,  (vide  ex.  gr.  Cat.  Steevens,  No.  1221  ;  which  was  sold  for 
£12  12f.  See  also  the  reprints  in  the  Harleian  Miscellany)  the  lover 
of  literary  antiquities  must  not  foiget  that  his  **  Scriptoru  BritannicE^ 
are  yet  quoted  with  satisfaction  by  some  of  the  most  respectable 
writers  of  the  day.  That  he  wanted  delicacy  of  feeling,  and  impar- 
tiality  of  investigation,  must  be  admitted;  but  a  certain  rough  honesty 
and  prompt  benevolence  which  he  had  about  him  compensated  for  a 
multitude  of  offences.  The  abhorrence  with  which  he  speaks  of  the 
dilapidation  of  some  of  our  old  libraries  must  endear  his  memory  to 
every  honest  bibliographer :  '^  Never  (says  he)  had  we  been  offended 
for  the  loss  of  our  Libraries,  being  so  many  in  number,  and  in  so 
desolate  places  for  the  more  part,  if  the  chief  monuments  and  most 
notable  works  of  our  exceUent  writers  had  been  reserved.  If  there 
had  been  in  every  shire  of  England,  but  one  solempnb  Library,  to 
the  preservation  of  those  noble  works,  and  preferment  of  good  learning 
in  our  posterity,  it  had  been  yet  somewhat.  But  to  destroy  all  with- 
out consideration,  is,  and  wiU  be,  unto  England   for  ever,  a  most 
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Princeps,  or  a  Large  pamper  copy^  I  have  hitherto  not 
been  lucky  enough  to  discover.     This  learned  cha- 

homble  infjEonj  among  the  grave  seniors  of  other  nations.  A  great 
number  of  them  which  purchased  those  superstitious  mansions,  reserved 
of  those  libraiy-books,  some  to  serve  the  jakes,  some  to  scour  their 
candlesticks,  and  some  to  rub  their  boots  :  some  they  sold  to  the  grocers 
and  soap-sellers ;  some  they  sent  over  sea  to  the  book-binders,  not  in 
small  nnmber,  but  at  times  whole  ships  full,  to  the  wondering  of  the 
foreign  nations.  Yea,  the  Universities  of  this  realm  are  not  aU 
dear  of  this  detestable  isjiA,  But  cursed  is  that  belly  which  seeketh 
to  be  fed  with  such  ungodly  gain,  and  shameth  his  natural  country. 
I  know  a  merchant  man,  which  shall  at  this  time  be  nameless,  that 
lomfU  the  contents  of  two  nohle  libraries  for  forty  shillings  price ;  a 
shune  it  is  to  be  spoken  I  This  stuff  hath  he  occupied  in  the  stead  of 
grey  paper,  by  the  space  of  more  than  ten  years,  and  yet  he  hath  store 
enough  for  as  many  year  to  come  \**  Bale's  Preface  to  Leland's  ''  Lor 
lanfome  joumeff  &c"  Emprented  at  London  by  John  Bale.  Anno 
ILD.  zlix.  8vo. 

Alter  this,  who  shall  doubt  the  story  of  the  Alexandrian  Library 
supplying  the  hot  baths  of  Alexandria  with  fiiel  for  six  months !  See 
Gibbon  on  the  latter  subject ;  voL  ix.  440. 

(22)  Ascham's  English  letters,  written  when  he  was  abroad,  wiU  be 
Sonmd  at  the  end  of  Bennet's  edition  of  his  works,  in  4to.  They  are 
enrions  and  amusing.  What  relates  to  the  Bibliohania  1  here 
select  from  similar  specimens.  "  Oct  4.  At  afternoon  1  went  about 
the  town  [of  Bruxelles].  I  went  to  the  frier  Carmelites  house,  and 
heard  their  even  song  :  after,  I  desired  to  see  the  Library.  A  frier 
was  sent  to  me,  and  led  me  into  it.  There  was  not  one  good  book  but 
Lyrd.  The  friar  was  learned,  spoke  Latin  readily,  entered  into  Greek, 
having  a  very  good  wit,  and  a  greater  desire  to  learning.  He  was 
gentle  and  honest,  Ac."  p.  370-1.  "Oct  20.  to  Spira:  a  good  city. 
Here  I  first  saw  Stwrmius  de  periodis,  1  also  found  here  Ajaxy  EUctra, 
and  Antigone  Sophocles,  excellently,  by  my  good  judgment,  trans- 
lated into  verse,  and  fair  printed  this  summer  by  Gryphius.  Your 
stationers  do  ill,  that  kt  least  do  *  not  provide  you  the  register  of  all 
books,  especially  of  old  authors,  &c."'  p.  372.  Again  :  "  Hieronimus 
Wolfius,  that  translated  Demosthenes  and  Isocrates,  is  in  this  town. 
I  am  weU  acquainted  with  him,  and  have  brought  him  twice  to  my 
Lord's  to  dinner.  He  looks  very  simple.  He  telleth  me  that  one 
Bonhens,  that  bath  written  well  upon  Aristot.  priorum,  &c.,  even 
now  is  printing  goodly  commentaries  upon  Aristotle's  Rhetoric  But 
Stnrmins  wiU  obscure  them  all."  p.  381. 

It   is  impossible  to  read  these  extracts  without  being  convinced 

c2 


20  mSTOBY  OF  THE  DISEASE. 

racter  died  in  the  vigour  of  life,  and  in  the  bloom  of 
reputation  :  and,  as  I  suspect,  in  consequence  of  the 
Bibliomania — for  he  was  always  collecting  books, 
and  always  studying  them.  His  "  Schoolmaster  "  is 
a  work  which  can  only  perish  with  our  language. 

If  we  are  to  judge  from  the  beautiful  Missal  lying 
open  before  Lady  Jane  Grey,  in  Mr.  Copley's  elegant 
picture  now  exhibiting  at  the  British  Institution,  it 
would  seem  rational  to  infer  that  this  amiable  and 
learned  female  was  slightly  attacked  by  the  disease. 
It  is  to  be  taken  for  granted  that  Queen  Elizabeth  was 
not  exempt  from  it ;  and  that  her  great  Secretary,(23) 
Cecil,  sympathised  with  her  I  In  regard  to  Elizabeth, 
her  Prayer-Booh  (24)  is  quite  evidence  sufficient  for 

that    Roger   Ascham   was   a   book-hunter,    and   infected   with   the 
Bibliomania  ! 

(23)  It  is  a  question  which  requires  more  time  for  the  solution  than 
I  am  able  to  spare,  whether  Cecil's  name  stands  more  frequently  at 
the  head  of  a  Dedication^  in  a  printed  book,  or  of  State  Papers  and 
other  political  documents  in  MS.  He  was  a  wonderful  man ;  but  a 
little  infected — as  I  suspect — with  the  book-disease. 

Famous  Cicill,  treasurer  of  the  land, 


Whose  wisedom,  couiisell,  skill  of  Princes  state 

The  world  admires 

The  house  itselfe  doth  shewe  the  owners  wit, 
And  may  for  bewtie,  state,  and  every  thing, 
Compared  be  with  most  within  the  land. 

Tak  qf  Two  Suxmnes,  1590. 4to, 

I  have  never  yet  been  able  to  ascertain  whether  the  owner's  attach- 
ment towards  vellum,  or  laroe  paper,  Copies  was  the  more 
vehement ! 

(24)  Perhaps  this  conclusion  is  too  precipitate.  But  whoever  looks  at 
Elizabeth's  portrait,  on  her  bended  knees,  struck  off  on  the  reverse  of 
the  title  page  to  her  prayer  book  (first  printed  in  1565)  may  suppose 
that  the  Queen  thought  the  addition  of  her  own  portrait  would  be  no 
mean  decoration  to  the  work.  Every  page  is  adorned  with  borders, 
engraved  on  wood,  of  the  most  spirited  execution :  representing, 
amongst   other  subjects,  "The   Dance  of  Death."    My    copy  is  the 


EMINENT  BOOK-COLLECTORS.  21 

me  that  she  found  the  Bibliomania,  irresistible ! 
During  her  reign,  how  vast  and  how  frightful  were  the 
ravages  of  the  Book-madness !  K  we  are  to  credit 
Laneham's  celebrated  Letter,  it  had  extended  far 
into  the  country,  and  infected  some  of  the  worthy 
inhabitants  of  Coventry  ;  for  one  "Captain  Cor,  (25) 
by  profession  a  mason,  and  that  right  skilful,"  had  "  as 
fidr  a  library  of  sciences,  and  as  many  goodly  monu- 
ments both  in  Prose  and  Poetry,  and  at  afternoon 
could  talk  as  much  without  book,  as  any  Innholder 
betwixt  Brentford  and  Bagshot,  what  degree  soever 

he  be  i; 
While  the  country  was  thus  giving  proofs  of  the 

prevalence   of  this    disorder,   the    two   Harringtons 

(especially  the  younger)  (2  6)  and  the  illustrious  Spenser 

reprint  of  1008 — in  liigh  preservation.  I  have  no  doubt  that  there 
was  a  presentation  copy  printed  upon  ysllum  ;  but  in  what  cabinet 
does  this  precious  gem  now  slumber  ? 

(25)  Laneham  gives  a  splendid  list  of  Eomances  and  Old  Ballads 
possessed  by  this  said  Captain  Cox  ;  and  tells  us,  moreover,  that 
"he  had  them  all  at  his  fingers  ends.''  Among  the  ballads  we  find 
"  Broom  broom  on  Hil ;  So  Wo  is  me  begon  twUy  lo  ;  Over  a  Whinny 
Meg ;  Hey  ding  a  ding ;  Bony  lass  upon  Green ;  My  bony  on  gave 
me  a  bek  ;  By  a  bank  as  I  lay  ;  and  two  more  he  had  fair  wrapt  up 
in  parchment,  and  bound  with  a  whip -cord."  Edit.  1784,  p.  36-7-8. 
Bitson,  in  his  Historical  Essay  on  Scottish  Song,  speaks  of  some  of 
these,  with  a  zest,  as  if  he  longed  to  untie  the  "whip-cord"  packet 

(26)  Snt  John  Harrington,  knt.  Sir  John,  and  his  father  John 
Harriugton,  were  very  considerable  literary  characters  in  the  16th 
century ;  and  whoever  has  been  fortunate  enough  to  read  through  Mr. 
Park's  new  edition  of  the  Nugm  AntiqtuB,  1804,  8vo.,  will  meet  with 
numerous  instances  in  which  the  son  displays  considerable  bibliogra- 
phical knowledge — especially  in  Italian  literature;  Harrington  and 
Spenser  seem  to  have  been  the  Matthias  and  Eoscoe  of  the  day.  I 
make  no  doubt  but  that  the  former  was  as  thoroughly  acquainted 
with  the  vera  edieione  of  the  Giuntss  edition  of  Boccaccio's  Decame- 
lone,  1627,  4to.,  as  either  Haym,  Orlandi,  or  Bandini.  Paterson,  with 
all  his  skill,  was  mistaken  in  this  article  when  he  catalogued  Croft's 
books.  See  BibL  Ciofts.  No.  3976 :  his  true  edition  was  knocked 
down  for  6f  •  ! ! ! 
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(27)  were  unfortunately  seized  with  it  in  the  metropolis. 

In  the  seventeenth  century,  fipom  the  death  of 
Elizabeth  to  the  commencement  of  Anne's  reign,  it 
seems  to  have  made  considerable  havoc ;  yet,  sudi  was 
our  blindness  to  it  that  we  scrupled  not  to  engage  in 
overtures  for  the  purchase  of  Isaac  Vossius's  (28)  fine 
library,  enriched  with,  many  treasures  from  the  Queen 
of  Sweden's,  which  this  versatile  genius  scrupled  not 
to  pillage  without  confession  or  apology.  During  this 
century  our  great  reasoners  and  philosophers  began  to 
be  in  motion ;  and,  like  the  fumes  of  tobacco,  which 
drive  the  concealed  and  clotted  insects  from  the  interior 
to  the  extremity  of  the  leaves,  the  infectious  particles 
of  the  Bibliomania  set  a  thousand  busy  brains  a- 
thinking,  and  produced  ten  thousand  capricious  works, 
which,  over-shadowed  by  the  majestic  remains  of 
Bacon,  Locke,  and  Boyle,  perished  for  want  of  air, 
and  warmth,  and  moisture. 

The  rei^  of  Queen  Anne  was  not  exempt  from  the 
influence  of  this  disease ;  for  during  this  period, 
Maittaire  (29)  began  to  lay  the  foundation  of  his  exten- 

(27)  Spenser's  general  acquaintance  with  Italian  literature  has  receiv- 
ed the  best  illustration  in  Mr.  Todd's  Variorum  edition  of  the  poet's 
works ;  where  the  reader  will  find,  in  the  notes,  a  constant  succession 
of  anecdotes  of,  and  references  to,  the  state  of  anterior  and  contem- 
poraneious  literature,  foreign  and  domestic. 

(28)  "The  story  is  extant,  and  written  in  very  choice  FrenckJ* 
Consult  Chauffepid's  Supplement  to  Bayl^s  Dictionary,  voL  iv.  p.  621. 
note  Q.  Yossius's  library  was  magnificent  and  extensive.  The  Uni- 
versity of  Leyden  offered  not  less  than  36,000  fiorins  for  it  Idem,  p.  631. 

(29)  Of  Michael  Maittaire  I  have  given  a  brief  sketch  in  my  In- 
troduction to  the  Greek  and  Latin  Classics,  voL  1,  148.  Mr.  Beloe,  in 
the  3rd  voL  of  his  Anecdotes  of  Literature,  p.  ix.,  has  described  his 
merits  with  justice.  The  principal  value  of  Maittaire's  Annates  Typo- 
praphid  consists  in  a  great  deal  of  curious  matter  detailed  in  the 
notes ;  but  the  absence  of  the    **  lucidus  ordo"  renders  the  perusal  of 
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sive  library,  and  to  publish  some  bibliographical  works 
which  may  be  thought  to  have  rather  increased,  than 
diminished,  its  force.     Meanwhile,  Harley  (30)  Earl  of 

these  fatdgaing  and  dissatisfactory.  The  author  brought  a  full  and 
well-informed  mind  to  the  task  he  undertook — but  he  wanted  taste 
and  precision  in  the  arrangement  of  his  materials.  The  eye  wanders 
over  a  vast  indigested  mass;  and  information,  when  it  is  to  be 
acquired  with  excessive  toil,  is,  comparatively,  seldom  acquired. 
Panzer  has  adopted  an  infinitely  better  plan,  on  the  model  of  Orlandi  ; 
and,  if  his  materials  had  been  printed  with  the  same  beauty  with  which 
they  appear  to  have  been  composed,  and  his  annals  had  descended  to 
as  late  a  period  as  those  of  Maittaire,  his  work  must  have  made  us, 
eventually,  forget  that  of  his  predecessor.  The  bibliographer  is,  no 
doubt,  aware  that  of  Maittaire's  first  volume  there  are  two  editions. 
Why  the  author  did  not  reprint,  in  the  second  edition  (1733),  the  fac- 
simile  of  the  epigram  and  epistle  of  Lascab  prefixed  to  tiie  edition 
of  the  Anthology  1496,  and  the  disquisition  concerning  the  ancient 
editions  of  Quintib'an  (both  of  which  were  in  the  first  edition  of  1719), 
is  absolutely  inexplicable.  Moittaire  was  sharply  attacked  for  this 
absurdity,  in  the  ''Catalogus  Auctorum,"  of  the  "  Annui  Tertius 
SacuUxTU  Inv,  Art.  Topo^."  Harlem,  1741,  8vo.  p.  11.  "Kara  certe 
Librum  augendi  methodus  (exclaims  the  author)  1  Satis  patet  aucto- 
rem  hoc  eo  fecisse  consilio,  ut  et  prima  et  secundss  Libri  sive  edition! 
pretiimi  suum  constaret,  et  una  ssque  ac  altera  Lectoribus  necessaria 
esset" 

The  catalogue  of  Maittaire's  library  [1748,  2  parts,  Svo.],  which 
affords  ample  proof  of  the  Bibliomania  of  its  collector,  is  exceed- 
ingly scarce.  A  good  copy  of  it,  even  unpriced,  is  worth  a  guinea : 
it  was  originally  sold  for  4  shillings ;  and  was  drawn  up  by  Maittaire 
himsel£ 

(30)  In  a  periodical  publication  called  ^' The  Director"  to  which  I 
contributed  under  the  article  of  "  Bibliographianc^  (and  of  which  the 
printer  of  this  work,  Mr.  William  Savage,  is  now  the  sole  publisher), 
there  was  rather  a  minute  analysis  of  the  fjEonous  library  of  Hablst, 
Eakl  of  Oxford  :  a  libraiy  which  seems  not  only  to  have  revived, 
but  eclipsed,  the  splendour  of  the  Roman  one  formed  by  Lucullus. 
The  following  is  an  abridgement  of  this  ansdysis : 

VOLUMSS. 

1.  Divinity:    Oreek,  LcUin^  French  and  ItaHan— about      2000 

English    -  .  -  .  2600 

2.  History  and  Antiquities        -  •  -  4000 

3.  Books  of  Prints,  Sculpture,  and  Drawings — 

Twenty  Thousand  Drawings  and  Prints, 
Ten  Thousand  Portraits. 
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Oxford  watched  its  progress  with  an  anxious  eye ;  and 
although  he  might  have  learnt  experience  from  the  fatal 
examples  of  R  Smith,  (31)  and  T.  Baker,  (32)  and  the 

4.  Philosophy,  Chemistry,  Medicine,  &c.  -  2500 

5.  Geography,  Chronology,  General  History  -  600 

6.  Voyages  and  Travels               .               .  -  800 

7.  Law           ...               -  -  800 

8.  Sculpture  and  Architecture     -               -  -  900 

9.  Greek  and  Latin  Classics        -               •  -  2400 

10.  Books  printed  upon  velluk                  -               -  220 

11.  EogUsh  Poetry,  Romances,  &c               -               -  1000 

12.  French  and  Spanish  do.            -               -               -  700 

13.  Parliamentary  Affairs               ...  400 
14  Trade  and  Commerce              -               -               -  300 

15.  Miscellaneous  Subjects  ...  4000 

16.  Pamphlets— jPWr  Hundred  Thousand  ! 

Mr.  Gough  says,  these  books  "filled  thirteen  handsome  chambers, 
and  two  long  gsdleries."  Osborne  the  bookseller  purchased  them  for 
£13,000  :  a  sum  little  more  than  two  thirds  of  the  price  of  the  bind- 
ing, as  paid  by  Lord  Oxford.  The  bookseller  was  accused  of  injustice 
and  parsimony  ;  but  the  low  prices  which  he  afterwards  affixed  to  the 
articles,  and  the  tardiness  of  their  sale,  are  sufficient  refutations  of 
this  charge.  Osborne  opened  his  shop  for  the  inspection  of  the  books 
on  Tuesday  the  14th  of  February,  1744;  for  fear  **of  the  curiosity  of 
the  spectators,  before  the  sale,  producing  disorder  in  the  disposition 
of  the  books."  The  dispersion  of  the  Harleian  Collection  is  a 
blot  in  the  literary  annals  of  our  country  :  had  there  then  been  such 
a  Speaker,  and  such  a  spirit  in  the  House  of  Commons,  as  we  now 
possess,  the  volumes  of  Harley  would  have  been  reposing  with  the 

MARBLES  OF  TOWNLET  ! 

(31)  *'  BiBLiOTHEGA  SiciTHiANA :  sive  Catalogue  Librorum  in  quavis 
facultate  insigniorum,  quos  in  usum  suum  et  Bibliothecsa  omamen- 
tum  multo  eare  sibi  comparavit  vir  clarissimus  doctissimusquc  D. 
RiCHARDUS  Smith,  &c,  Londini,  1682,"  4to.  I  recommend  .the  col- 
lector of  curious  and  valuable  catalogues  to  lay  hold  upon  the  present 
one  (of  which  a  more  particular  description  will  .be  given  in  another 
work)  whenever  it  comes  in  his  way.  The  address  "  To  the  Reader," 
in  which  we  are  told  that  "  this  so  much  celebrated,  so  often  desired, 
so  long  expected,  library  is  now  exposed  to  sale,"  gives  a  very  inter- 
esting account  of  the  owner.  Inter  alia,  we  are  informed  that  Mr. 
Smith  "was  as  constantly  known  every  day  to  w^alk  his  rounds 
through  the  shops,  as  to  sit  down  to  his  meals,  &c. ;"  and  that  <'  while 
others  were  formiug  arms,  and  new-modelling  kingdoms,  his  great 
ambition  was  to  become  master  of  a  good  book.*' 
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more  recent  onesof  Thomas  Rawlinson,  (33)  Bridges,  (34) 
and  Collins,  (35)  yet  he  seemed  resolved  to  brave  and  to 
baffle  it ;  but,  like  his  predecessors,  he  was  suddenly 

The  catalogue  itself  justifies  every  thing  said  in  commendatioii  of 
the  collector  of  the  library.  The  arrangement  is  good ;  the  books,  in 
almost  all  departments  of  literature,  foreign  and  domestic,  valuable 
and  curious ;  and  among  the  English  ones  I  have  found  some  of  the 
rarest  Caxtons  to  refer  to  in  my  edition  of  Ames.  What  would  Mr. 
Bindley,  or  Mr.  Malone,  or  Mr.  Douce,  give  to  have  the  creaming  of 
such  a  collection  of  ''Bundles  of  Stitcht  Books  and  Pamphlets,"  as 
extends  from  page  370  to  395  of  this  catalogue !  But  alas !  while  the 
Bibliographer  exults  in,  or  hopes  for,  the  possession  of  such  treasures, 
the  physiologist  discovers  therein  fresh  causes  of  disease,  and  the  phi- 
lanthropist mourns  over  the  ravages  of  the  Bibliomania  ! 

(32)  Consult  Masters's  "  Memoirs  of  the  Life  and  Writings  of  the  late 
Bev,  Thomas  Baker,*'  Camb.  1864,  8vo.  Let  any  person  examine 
the  catalogue  of  Forty-two  folio  volumes  of  "  MS.  collections  by  Mr. 
Baker,''  (as  given  at  the  end  of  this  piece  of  biography)  and  reconcile 
himsdf,  if  he  can,  to  the  supposition  that  the  said  Mr.  Baker  did  not 
fall  a  victim  to  the  Book-disease  I  For  some  cause,  I  do  not  now 
recollect  what,  Baker  took  his  name  off  the  books  of  St  John*s 
College,  Cambridge,  to  which  he  belonged  ;  but  such  was  his  attach- 
ment to  the  place,  and  more  especially  to  the  library,  that  he  spent  a 
great  portion  of  the  ensuing  twenty  years  of  his  life  within  the  pre- 
cincts of  the  same :  frequently  comforted  and  refreshed,  no  doubt,  by 
the  sight  of  the  maguificcnt  large  paper  copies  of  Walton  and 
Castell,  and  of  Cranmer's  Bible  upon  vellum  ! 

(33)  This  Thomas  Rawlinson,  who  is  introduced  in  the  Tatler 
imder  the  name  Tom  Folio,  was  a  very  extraordinary  character,  and 
most  desperately  addicted  to  book-hunting.  Because  his  own  house 
was  not  large  enough,  he  hired  London  House,  in  Aldersgate  Street, 
for  the  reception  of  his  library ;  and  here  he  used  to  regale  himself 
with  the  sight  and  the  scent  of  innumerable  black  letter  volumes, 
arranged  in  "  sable  garb,"  and  stowed  perhaps  "  tliree  deep,"  from 
the  bottom  to  the  top  of  his  Iiouse.  He  died  in  1725  ;  and  Catalogues 
of  Ids  books  for  sale  continued,  for  nine  succeeding  years,  to  meet  the 
public  eye.  The  following  is  a  list  of  all  the  parts  which  I  have  ever 
met  with ;  taken  from  copies  in  Mr.  Heber's  possession. 

Part  1.  A  Catalogue  of  choice  and  valuable  Books  in  most  Faculties 
and  Languages  :  being  the  sixth  part  of  the  collection  made  by  Thos. 
Bawlinson,  Esq.,  &c.,  to  be  sold  on  Thursday,  tlie  2d  day  of  March, 
1726 ;  beginning  every  evening  at  6  of  the  clock,  by  Charles  Davis, 
Bookseller.    Qui  non  credit,  eras  credat.  £x  Autog.    T.Il. 


26  HISTORY  OF  THE  DISEASE. 

crushed  within  the  gripe  of  the  demon,  and  fell  one  of 
the  most  splendid  of  his  victims.     Even  the  unrivalled 

2.  Biblioiheea  Bawlinsoniana ;  sive  Delectus  Libroraxn  in  omni 
fer^  Linguft  et  Facilitate  pnastantiiini— to  be  sold  on  Wednesday 
20th  April,  [1726]  by  Charles  Davis,  Bookseller.    2600  Numbers. 

3.  The  Seme :  January  1727-8.  By  Thomas  Ballard,  Bookseller,  3520 
Numbers. 

4.  The  Same  :  March,  1727-8.    By  the  same.    3840  Numbers. 

5.  The  Same  :  October,  1728.    By  the  same.    3200  Numbers. 

6.  The  Same  :  November,  1728.    By  the  eame.    3520  Numbers. 

7.  The  Same :  April,  1729.    By  the  same.    4161  Numbers. 

8.  The  Sams :  November,  1729.    By  the  same.    2700  Numbers. 

9.  The  Same :  [Of  Bawlinson's  Manuscbifts]  By  the  same.  March 
1733-4.    800  Numbers. 

10.  Pictwras  RawlifuaniancB.    April,  1734.    117  Articles. 

At  the  end,  it  would  seem  that  a  catalogue  of  his  prints,  and  MSS. 
missing  in  the  last  sale,  were  to  be  published  the  ensuing  winter. 
N.6.  The  black-letter  books  are  catalogued  in  the  Gothic  letter. 

(34) ''  BiBLiOTHEGA  BBiDGESiANiE  Catalogus  :  or,  A  Catalogue  of 
the  Entire  Library  of  John  Bridges,  late  of  LvncoWe  Inn,  Esq.,  &c., 
which  will  begin  to  be  sold,  by  Auction,  on  Monday  the  seventh  day 
of  Februaiy,  1725-6,  at  his  chambers  in  Lincoln* e  Inn,  No.  6. 

From  a  priced  copy  of  this  sale  catalogue,  in  my  possession,  once 
belonging  to  Nourse,  the  bookseller  in  the  Strand,  I  find  that  the 
following  was  the  produce  of  the  sale  : 

The  Amount  of  the  books    £3730    0    0 
Prints  and  books  of  Prints       394  17    6 

Total  Amount  of  the  Sale  £4124  17  6 
Two  different  catalogues  of  this  valuable  collection  of  books  were 
printed.  The  one  was  analysed,  or  a  catalogue  raisonn^;  to  which 
was  prefixed  a  print  of  a  Grecian  portico,  &c.,  with  ornaments  and 
statues :  the  other  (expressly  for  the  sale)  was  an  indigested  and  ex- 
tremely confused  one — to  which  was  prefixed  a  print,  designed  and 
engraved  by  A.  Motte,  of  an  oak  felled,  with  a  [number  of  men  cutting 
down  and  carrying  away  its  branches ;  illustrative  of  the  following 
Qreek  motto  inscribed  on  a  scroll  above —  Apvos  vea-owrqs  9ras  avrfp 
^vXevcral :  ''An  affecting  memento  (says  Mr.  Nichols,  very  justly,  in  his 
Anecdotes  of  Bowyer,  p.  557}  to  the  collectors  of  great  libraries,  who 
cannot,  or  do  not,  leave  them  to  some  public  accessible  repositoxy." 

(35)  In  the  year  1730-1,  there  was  sold  by  auction,  at  St.  Paul's  Coffee- 
house, in  St  Paul's  Church-yard  (beginning  every  evening  at  five 
oVdock),  the  library  of  the  celebrated  Free-Thinker, 
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medical  skill  of  Mead(36)  could  save  neither  his  friend 
nor  himself.  The  Doctor  survived  his  Lordship  about 
twelve  years ;  dying  of  the  complaint  called  the 
Bibliomania  I     He  left  behind  an  illustrious    cha- 

Anthony  Collins,  Esq. 

''Containing  a  collection  of  several  thousand  volumes  in  Qreek, 
Latin,  English,  French,  and  Spanish;  in  divinity,  histoxy,  antiquity, 
philosophy,  husbandry,  and  all  polite  literature  :  and  especially  many 
curious  travels  and  voyages ;  and  many  jrare  and  valuable  pamphlets." 
This  collection,  which  is  divided  into  two  parts  (the  first  containing 
3451  articles,  the  second  3442),  is  well  worthy  of  being  consulted  by  the 
theologian,  who  is  writing  upon  any  controverted  point  of  divinity : 
there  are  articles  in  it  of  the  rarest  occurrence.  The  singular  charac- 
ter of  its  owner  and  of  his  works  is  weU  known :  he  was  at  once  the 
friend  and  the  opponent  of  Locke  and  Clarke,  who  were  both  anxious 
for  the  conversion  of  a  character  of  such  strong,  but  misguided, 
talents.  The  former,  on  his  death-bed,  wrote  Collins  a  letter  to  be 
delivered  to  him,  after  his  decease,  which  was  fuU  of  affection  and 
good  advice. 

(36)  It  is  almost  impossible  to  dwell  on  the  'memory  of  this  gbiat 
If  AN  without  emotions  of  delight— whether  we  consider  him  as  an 
eminent  physician,  a  friend  to  literature,  or  a  collector  of  books, 
pictures,  and  coins.  Benevolence,  magnanimity,  and  erudition  were 
the  striking  features  of  his  character:  his  house  was  the  general 
receptacle  of  men  of  genius  and  talent,  and  of  every  thing  beautiful, 
precious,  or  rare.  His  curiosities,  whether  books,  or  coins,  or  pic- 
tures, were  freely  laid  open  to  the  public;  and  the  enterprising 
student,  and  experienced  antiquary,  alike  found  amusement  and  a 
courteous  reception.  He  was  known  to  all  foreigners  of  intellectual 
distinction,  and  corresponded  both  with  the  artisan  and  the  potentate. 
The  great  patron  of  literature,  and  the  leader  of  his  profession  (which 
he  practised  with  a  success  unknown  before),  it  was  hardly  possible 
for  unbefriended  merit,  if  properly  introduced  to  him,  to  depart  unre- 
warded. The  clergy,  and  in  general,  all  men  of  learning,  received 
his  advice  gratuitoiLsly :  and  his  doors  were  open  every  morning  to  the 
most  indigerU^  whom  he  frequently  assisted  with  money.  Although 
his  income,  from  his  professional  practice,  was  very  considerable,  he 
died  by  no  means  a  rich  man — so  large  were  the  sums  which  he 
devoted  to  the  encouragement  of  literature  and  the  &ie  arts ! 

The  sale  of  Dr.  Mead's  hooks  commenced  on  the  18th  of  November, 
1754,  and  again  on  the  7th  of  April,  1755 :  lasting  together  57  days. 
The  sale  of  the  prints  and  drawings  continued  14  nights.  The  genu, 
bronzesy  huts,  and  antiquities,  8  days. 


28  HISTORY  OF  THE  DISEASE. 

racter ;  sufficient  to  flatter  and  soothe  those  who  may- 
tread  in  his  footsteps,  and  fall  victims  to  a  similar 
disorder. 

His  books  produced          .....  £5496  15  0 

Pictures           ......  8417  11  0 

Prints  and  drawings  .....  1908  14  0 

Coins  and  medals        .....  1977  17  0 

Antiquities      ......  8246  15  0 


Amount  of  all  the  sales    £16,047    12    0 


It  would  be  difficult  to  mention,  within  a  moderate  compass,  all 
the  rare  and  curious  articles  which  his  library  contained— ibut  the 
following  are  too  conspicuous  to  be  passed  over.  The  Spira  Virgil  of 
1470,  PfirUzvng's  Tewrkdrancs,  1527,  Brandt's  Stultifera  Navis,  1498, 
and  the  Aldine  Petrarch  of  1501,  all  upon  vellum.  The  large 
paper  OliveVs  Cicero  was  purchased  by  Dr.  Askew  for  £14  14«.  and 
was  sold  again  at  his  sale  for  £36  lbs.  The  King  of  France  bought 
the  editio  princeps  of  Pliny  Senr,  for  j£ll  11«.  ;  and  Mr.  Willock,  a 
bookseller,  bought  the  magnificently  illuminated  Pliny  by  Jenson  of 
1472,  for  £18  IBs, :  of  which  Maittaire  has  said  so  many  fine  things. 
The  French  books,  and  all  the  works  upon  the  Fine  Arts,  were  of  the  first 
rarity,  and  value,  and  bound  in  a  sumptuous  manner.  Winstanley's 
Prospects  of  Avdley  End  brought  £50.  An  amusing  accoimt  of  some 
of  the  pictures  will  be  found  in  Mr.  Beloe's  ''  Anecdotes  of  Literature 
and  Scarce  Books,  voL  L  166.  71.  But  consult  also  Nichols  Anecdotes 
of  Boioyer,  p.  225,  &c.  Of  the  catalogue  of  Dr.  Mead's  books  there 
were  only  six  copies  printed  on  large  paper.  See  Bibl.  Lort, 
no.  1149 . 

(37)  "A  Catalogue  of  the  entire  and  valuable  library  of  Martin 
FoLKES,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Royal  Society,  and  member  of  the 
Koyal  Academy  of  Sciences  at  Paris,  lately  deceased ;  which  will  be 
sold  by  auction  by  Samuel  Baker,  at  his  house,  in  York  Street,  Covent 
Garden.  To  begin  on  Monday,  February  2, 1756,  and  to  continue  for 
forty  days  successively  (Sundays  excepted).  Catalogues  to  be  had  at 
most  of  the  considerable  places  in  Europe,  and  all  the  booksellers  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  Price  Sixpence." 

This  collection  was  an  exceedingly  fine  one ;  enriched  with  many 
books  of  the  choicest  description,  which  Mr.  Folkes  had  acquired  in 
his  travels  in  Italy  and  Germany.  The  works  on  natural  history,  coins, 
medals,  and  inscriptions,  and  on  the  fine  arts  in  general,  formed  the 
most  valuable  department — those  in  the  Greek,  Latin  and  English 
classics,  were  comparatively  of  inferior  importance.      It  is  a   great 
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The  years  1755-6  were  singularly  remarkable  for 
the  mortality  excited  by  the  Bibliomania  ;  and  the 

pity  the  catalogue  was  not  better  digested ;  or  the  books  classed  ac- 
coiding  to  the  nature  of  their  contents. 

The  following  prices,  for  some  of  the  more  rare  and  interesting  ar- 
ticles, will  amuse  a  bibliographer  of  the  present  day.  The  chronicles 
of  Fabian,  Hall,  and  Grafton,  did  not  altogether  bring  quite  £3^ :  though 
the  copies  are  described  as  perfect  and  fair.  There  seems  to  have 
been  a  fine  set  of  Sir.  Wm.  Dugdale's  Works  (Nos.  3074-81)  in  13 
Tols.  which,  collectively,  produced  about  30  guineas. 

In  Spanish  literature,  the  history  of  South  America,  By  Don  Juan 
and  Ant  di  Ulloa,  Madr.  foL  in  5  vols,  was  sold  for  £5 :  a  fine  laige 
paper  copy  of  the  description  of  the  Monastery  of  St.  Lorenzo,  and 
the  Escoidal,  Madr.  1657,  brought  £1  S«. :  de  Lastanosa's  Spanish 
Medals,  Huesca,  foL  1645,  £2  2«. 

In  Englith,  the  first  edition  of  Shakespeare,  1623,  which  is  now  what 
a  French  bibliographer  would  say  ^'presque  introuvable,**  produced 
the  sum  of  £3  3s.  ;  and  FuUer's  Worthies,  IBs.  ! 

Fine  Arts,  Antiquities,  and  Voyages,  Sandrart's  works,  in  9  folio 
volumes  (of  which  a  fine  perfect  copy  is  now  rarely  to  be  met  with, 
and  of  very  great  value)  were  sold  for  £13  13«.  only  :  Dei^odetz  Roman 
edifices,  Paris,  1682,  £4  lOs, :  Galleiia  Qiustiniano,  2  vols,  foL  £13  13«. 
Le  Brun's  Voyages  in  Muscovy,  &c.|  in  large  paper,  £4  4s.  De  Rossi's 
Baccolta  de  Statue,  &c  Rom.  1704,  £6  lOs,  Medailles  du  Regno  de 
Louis  le  Grand,  de  Timp.  Roy.  L  p.  foL  1702,  £5  lbs.  6(2. 

The  works  on  Natural  History  brought  still  higher  prices ;  but  the 
whole,  from  the  present  depreciation  of  specie,  and  increased  rarity 
of  the  articles,  would  now  bring  thrice  the  sums  then  given. 

Of  the  Greek  and  Latin  Classics,  the  Pliny  of  1469  and  1472  were 
sold  to  Dr.  Askew  for  £11  Us.  and  £7  178.  6(2.  At  the  Doctor's  sale 
they  brought  £43  and  £23 :  although  the  first  was  lately  sold  (A.D. . 
1805)  among  some  duplicates  of  books  belonging  to  the  British  Mu- 
seum, at  a  much  lower  price:  the  copy  was,  in  fact,  neither  large 
nor  beautiful  Those  in  the  Hunter  and  Cracherode  collections  are 
greatly  superior,  and  would  each  bring  more  than  double  the  price. 

From  a  priced  copy  of  the  sale  catalogue,  in  my  possession,  I  find 
that  the  amount  of  Uie  sale,  consisting  of  5126  articles,  was  £3091  6s. 

The  Prints  and  Drawings  of  Mr.  Folkes  occupied  a  sale  of  8  days ; 

and   his  pictures,  gems,    coins,  and  mathematical  instruments,   of  five 

days. 
Mr.  Mabtin  Folkes  may  justly  be  ranked  among  the  most  useful, 

as  well  as  splendid,  literary  characters  of  which  this  country  can 

boast    He  appears  to  have  imbibed,  at  a  very  early  age,  an  extreme 

passion  for  science  and  literature ;  and  to  have  distinguished  himself 
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well  known  names  of  Folkes,  (37)  and  Rawlinson,  (38) 
might  have  supplied  a  modem  Holbein  a  hint  for  the 

80  much  at  the  Univenity  of  Cambridge,  under  the  able  taition  of 
Dr.  Laughton,  that,  in  his  23rd  year,  he  was  admitted  a  Fellow  of  the 
Royal  Society.  About  two  years  afterwards  he  was*  chosen  one  of 
the  council,  and  rose,  in  gradual  succession,  to  the  chair  of  the  presi- 
dentship, which  he  filled  with  a  credit  and  celebrity  that  has  since 
never  been  surpassed.  On  this  occasion  he  was  told  by  Dr.  Jurin, 
the  Secretary,  who  dedicated  to  him  the  34th  vol.  of  the  Transactions, 
that  "the  greatest  man  that  ever  lived  (Sir  Isaac  Newton)  singled 
him  out  to  fill  the  chair,  and  to  preside  in  the  society,  when  he  him- 
self was  so  frequently  prevented  by  indisposition :  and  that  it  was 
sufficient  to  say  of  him  that  he  was  Sir  Isaac^s  friend  " 

Within  a  few  years  after  this,  he  was  elected  President  of  the  Society 
of  Antiquaries.  Two  situations,  the  filling  of  which  may  be  consi- 
dered as  the  ne  phu  tUtra  of  literary  distinction.  Mr.  Folkes  travelled 
abroaSi,  with  his  fEimily,  about  two  years  and  a  half,  visiting  the 
cities  of  Rome,  Florence,  and  Venice — where  he  was  noticed  by  al- 
most every  person  of  rank  and  reputation,  and  whence  he  brought 
away  many  a  valuable  article  to  enrich  his  own  collection.  He  was 
bom  in  the  year  1690,  and  died  of  a  second  stroke  of  the  palsy,  under 
which  he  languished  for  three  years,  in  1754  Dr.  Birch  has  drawn 
a  very  just  and  interesting  character  of  this  eminent  man,  which  may 
be  found  in  Nichol's  Anecdotes  of  Bovryer,  562.  7.  Mr.  Edwards,  the 
late  ornithologist,  has  described  him  in  a  simple,  but  appropriate, 
manner.  "  He  seemed,'*  says  he, ''  to  have  attained  to  universal  know- 
ledge ;  for,  in  the  many  opportunities  I  have  had  of  being  in  his  com- 
pany, fidmost  every  part  of  science  has  happened  to  be  the  subject  of 
discourse,  all  of  which  he  handled  as  an  adept  He  was  a  man  of 
great  politeness  in  his  manners,  iree  from  all  pedantry  and  pride,  and, 
in  every  respect^  the  real  unaffected  fine  gentleman." 

(38)  "  BiBLiOTHECA  Rawlinsoniana,  sive  Catalogus  Libromm 
Richardi  Rawlinson,  LL.D.  Qui  prostabunt  Venales  sub  hasta,  Apud 
Samuelem  Baker.  In  Yico  dicto  York  Street,  Covtnt  Garden 
Londini,  Die  LuncSy  22  Martii  mdgclvi.'' 

This  valuable  library  must  have  contained  about  20,000  volumes; 
for  the  number  of  Articles  amounted  to  9405.  On  examining  a  priced 
catalogue  of  it,  which  now  lies  before  me,  I  have  not  found  any 
higher  sum  offered  for  a  work  than  £4  la,  for  a  collection  of  fine 
prints,  by  Aldegrave  (No.  9405).  The  Greek  aud  Latin  classics, 
of  which  there  were  few  Editiones  Prindpes,  or  on  large  paper,  brought 
the  usual  sums  given  at  that  period.  The  old  English  black-lettered 
books,  which  were  pretty  thickly  scattered  throughout  the  collection. 
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introduction  of  a  new  subject  in  the  "  Dance  ofDeathJ^ 
The  dose  of.  George  the  Second's  reign  witnessed 
another  instance  of  the  fatality  of  this  disease.  Henley 
(39) "  bawled  till  he  was  hoarse"  against  the  cruelty  of 
its  attack;  while  his  library  has  informed  posterity 
how  severely  and  how  mortally  he  suflTered  from  it. 

We  are  now,  my  deax  Sir,  descending  rapidly  to 
our  own  times ;  and,  in  a  manner  sufficiently  rough, 
have  traced  the  Ilistory  of  the  Bibliomania  to  the 
commencement  of  the  present  illustrious  reign :  when 

were  add  for  exceedingly  low  prioe»— if  the  copies  were  perfect. 
Witaeas  the  following : 

£.  s.  d. 

The  Kewe  Ttetament  In  Enj^,  15S0    •  .  .029 

The  YniAge  of  both  CburohMy  after  the  Rerektion 

ofSt  John,  by  Bale,  1550 0    16 

The  boke  called  the  Pype  or  Toone  of  PerfectioD, 

byBiohard  Whytforde,  1532 0    19 

The  Viflions  of  Pierce  Plowman,  1561     .  .  .  .  .020 

The  Creede  of  Pieree  Plowman,  1558    .  .  .  .016 

The  Bookee  of  Moees,  in  English,  1580  .  .039 

Bale's  AoteeofSngliflheVotaryee,  1550  .  .013 

TheBokeof  Chivahie,  by  Caxton  .  .  .       0  11    0 

The  Boke  of  St  Albans,  by  W.  de  Worde         .  .  .110 

Thete  are  only  very  few  of  the  rare  articles  in  Eoglish  literature, 
of  the  whole  of  which  (perhaps  upwards  of  200  in  number)  I  believe, 
the  'Boke  of  St  Albans,'  brought  the  highest  sum.  Hence  it  will 
be  seen  that  this  was  not  the  age  of  curious  research  into  the  pro- 
ductions of  our  ancestors.  Shakspeare  had  not  then  appeared  in  a 
proper  Variorvm  edition,  Theobald,  and  Pope,  and  Warburton,  had 
not  investigated  the  black-letter  lore  of  ancient  English  writers,  for 
the  iUustration  of  their  fayouiite  author.  This  was  reserved  for 
Fanner,  for  Steevens,  for  Malone,  for  Chalmers,  Reed  and  Douce  : 
and  it  is  expressly  to  these  latter  gentlemen  (for  Johnson  and  Hanmer 
were  yery  sparing,  or  very  shy,  of  the  black  letter),  that  we  are 
indebted  for  the  present  spirit,  of  research  into  the  works  of  our 
ancestors. 

The  sale  of  the  books  lasted  60  days.  There  was  a  second  sale  of 
pamphlets,  books  of  prints,  &c.,  in  the  following  year,  which  lasted 
10  days;  and  this  was  immediately  succeeded  by  a  sale  of  the 
Doctor's  single  prints  and  drawings,  which  continued  8  days. 
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we  discover,  among  its  victims,  a  General,  who  had 
probably  faced  many  a  cannon,  and  stormed  many  a 

(39)  This  gentleman's  library,  not  so  remarkable  for  the  black 
letter  as  for  whimsical  publications,  was  sold  by  auction,  by  Samuel 
Baterson,  [the  earliest  sale  in  which  I  find  this  well  known  book- 
auctioneer  engaged]  in  June,  1759,  and  the  three  ensuing  evenings. 
The  title  of  the  Sale  Catalogue  is  as  follows  : 

''  A  Catalogue  of  the  original  MSS.  and  manuscript  collections  of 
the  late  Reverend  Mr.  John  Henlet,  A.M.,  Indei>endent  Minister 
of  the  Oratoiy,  &c,  in  which  are  included  sundry  collections  of  the 
late  Mons.  des  Maizeaux,  the  learned  editor  of  Bayle,  &c,  Mr.  Lowndes, 
author  of  the  Report  for  the  Amendment  of  Silver  Coins,  &c..  Dr. 
Patrick  Blair,  Physician  at  Boston,  and  F.RS.  &c.,  together  with 
original  letters  and  papers  of  State,  addressed  to  Henry  d*Avenant, 
Esq.,  her  Britannic  Majesty's  Envoy  at  Francfort,  from  1703  to  1708 
inclurive." 

Few  libraries  have  contained  more  curious  and  remarkable  pub- 
lications than  did  this.  The  following  articles,  given  as  notable 
specimens,  remind  us  somewhat  of  Addison's  Memoranda  for  the 
Spectator,  which  the  waiter  at  the  co£fee-house  picked  up  and  read 
aloud  for  the  amusement  of  the  company. 

No.  166.  God's  Manifestation  by  a  Star  to  the  Dutch.  A  mortifying 
Fast  Diet  at  Court  On  the  Birth  Day  of  the  first  and 
oldest    young    gentleman.    All   corrupt :    none    good :    no 

not  one. 
No.  168.  General  Thumbissimo.    The  Spring  reversed,  or  the  Flan- 

derkin's  Opera  and  Dutch  Pickle  Herrings.  The  Creolean 
Fillip,  or  Royal  Mishap.  A  Martial  Telescope,  &c,  Eng- 
land's Passion  Sunday,  and  April  Changelings. 

No.  170.  Speech  upon  Speech.  A  Telescope  for  Toumay.  No  Battle, 
but  worse,  and  the  True  Meaning  of  it  An  Army  Beaten 
and  interred. 

No.  174.  Signs  when  the  P.  will  come.  Was  Captain  Sw-n  a  Pri- 
soner on  Parole,  to  be  catechised  ?  David's  Opinion  of  like 
Times.  The  Seeds  of  the  plot  may  rise,  though  the  leaves 
ML  A  Perspective,  from  the  Blair  of  Athol,  the  Pretender's 
Popery.    Murder  !  Fire  !  Where  I  Where ! 

No.  178.  Taking  Carlisle,  catching  an  eel  by  the  taiL    Address  of  a 

Bishop,  Dean  and  Clergy.    Swearing  to  the  P ^r,  &&, 

Anathema  denounced  against  those  Parents,  Masters,  and 
Magistrates,  that  do  not  punish  the  Sin  at  Stokesley.  A 
Speech,  &c  A  parallel  between  the  Rebels  to  K  Charles  L 
and  those  to  his  Successor.  Jane  Cameron  looked  killing 
Bt  Falkirk, 
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(like  those  of  "  Visto,")  some  demon  had  "  whispered  " 
the  sound  of  "taste."    These  three  striking  instances 

desirous  of  stating  the  value  and  price  of  the  books,  but  was  dis- 
snaded  from  it  by  the  advice  of  the  more  experienced,  and  by  the 
flingnlar  modesty  of  the  Collector." 

It  must  be  confessed  that  Pasquali  has  executed  his  task  well,  and 
that  the  catalogue  ranks  among  the  most  valuable,  as  well  as  rare, 
books  of  the  kind. 

(42)  ^  Bebliotheoa  Westiana  ;  A  catalogue  of  the  curious  and 
truly  valuable  library  of  the  late  James  West,  Esq.,  President  of  the 
Royal  Society,  deceased,  &c  Including  the  works  of  Caxton, 
Lettou,  Machlinia,  the  anonymous  St.  Albans  Schoolmastb, 
Wtnktn  db  Wordb,  Pynson,  and  the  rest  of  the  old  English  typo- 
graphers.   Digested  by  Samuel  Paterson,"  1773,  8vo. 

ANALYSIS  OF    THE  CATALOGUE. 

1.  Volumes  of  Miscellaneotu  Tracts. 

These  volumes  extend  from  No.  148  to  200,  from  915  to  992,  from 
1201  to  1330,  and  from  No.  1401  to  1480. 

2.  Divinity, 

In  the  whole,  560  articles  ;  probably  about  1200  volumes  ;  some  of 
them  exceedingly  scarce  and  valuable. 

3.  EducaiioTi,  Lanffuages,  Criticism,  Ckusics,  Dictionaries, 
Catalogues  of  Libraries,  <&c» 

There  were  about  700  volumes  in  these  departments.  The  catalogues 
of  English  books,  from  that  of  Maunsell,  in  1595,  to  the  latest  before 
Mr.  Wesfs  time,  were  very  complete.  The  treatisea  on  education 
and  translations  of  the  ancient  classics  comprehended  a  curious  and 
uncommon  collection.  The  Greek  and  Latin  classics  were  rather  select 
than  rare. 

4.  English  Poetry,  Romance,  and  Miscellanies. 

ThiB  interesting  part  of  the  collection  comprehended  about  355 
artidea,  or  probably  about  750  volimies:  and  if  the  singularly  rare 
and  carious  books  which  may  be  found  under  these  heads  alone  were 
now  concentrated  in  one  library,  the  owner  of  them  might  safely 
demand  4000  guineas  for  such  a  treasure. 

5.  Philosophy,  Mathematics,  Inventions,  Agriculture  and 
Horticulture,  Medicine,  Cookery,  Surgery,  etc. 

Two  hundred  and  forty  articles,  or  about  560  volumes. 

6.  Giemistry,  Natural  History,  'Astrology,  Sorcery,  Gigantology. 

Probably  not  more  than  100  volumes. 

d  2 


36  EMINENT  BOOK-COLLECTORa 

of  the  fatality  of  the  Bibliomania  occurred ^the  first 

in  the  year  1764  ;  and  the  latter  in  1773.     The  fol- 
lowing year  witnessed  the  sale  of  the  Fletewode  (43) 

7.  History  and  Antiquities, 

This  comprehended  a  great  number  of  carious  and  valuable 
productions,  relating  both  to  foreign  and  domestic  transactions. 

8.  Heraldry  and  Genealogy, 

A  great  number  of  curious  and  scarce  articles  may  be  found  under 
these  heads. 

9.  Ancient  Legends  and  Chronicles, 

To  the  English  antiquary,  few  departments  of  literature  are  more 
interesting  that  these.  Mr.  West  seems  to  have  paid  particular 
attention  to  them,  and  to  have  enriched  his  library  with  many  articles 
of  this  description,  of  the  rarest  occurrence.  The  lovers  of  Caxton, 
Fabian,  Hardyng,  Hall,  Qrafton,  and  Holinshed,  may  be  highly  gratified 
by  inspecting  the  various  editions  of  these  old  chroniclers.  I  entreat 
the  diligent  bibliographer  to  examine  the  first  eight  articles  of  page  209 
of  the  catalogue,  Alas,  when  wiU  aU  these  again  come  under  the 
hammer  at  one  sale  ? ! 

10.  Topography, 

Even  to  a  veteran,  like  the  late  Mr.  Gk>nGH,  such  a  collection  as  may 
be  found  from  p.  217  to  p.  239  of  this  catalogue,  would  be  considered 
a  first-rate  acquisition.  I  am  aware  that  the  gothic  wainscot,  and 
stained  glass  windows,  of  Enfield  Study  enshrined  a  still  more  ex- 
quisite topographical  collection !  But  we  are  improved  since  the  days 
of  Mr.  West ;  and  every  body  knows  to  whom  these  improvements  are, 
in  a  great  measure,  to  be  attributed.  When  I  caU  to  mind  the  author 
of 'British  Topography'  and  'Sepukhrctl  MonumentSy*  1  am  not  insen- 
sible to  the  taste,  diligence,  and  erudition  of  the  *'  par  nobile  fratrum," 
who  have  gratified  us  with  the  '  Environs  of  London,* '  Boman  Remains,* 
and  the  first  two  volumes  of  'Magna  Britannia  !' 

The  preceding  is  to  be  considered  as  a  very  general,  and  therefore 
superficial,  analysis  of  the  catalogue  of  Mr.  West*  s  library  ;  copies  of 
it,  with  the  sums  for  which  the  books  were  sold,  are  now  found  with 
difficulty,  and  bring  a  considerable  price.  I  never  saw  or  heard  of 
one  on  large  paper  1 

(43)  '*  A  catalogue  of  rare  books  and  tracts  in  various  languages 
and  faculti§U3 ;  including  the  Ancient  Conventual  Library  of  Missenden- 
Abbey,  in  ^ckinghamshire ;  together  with  some  choice  remains  of 
that  of  the  latle  eminent  Serjeant  at  law,  William  Fletewode,  Esq., 
Recorder  of  LonaPQi  in  the  Reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth ;  among  which 
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library ;  so  that  nothing  but  despair  and  havoc  appear-  * 
ed  to  move  in  the  train  of  this  pestiferous  malady. 
In  the  year  1 775  died  the  famous  Dr.  Anthony  Askew, 
another  illustrious  victim  to  the  Bibliomania.     Those 

ait  several  specimens  of  the  earliest  Typography,  foreign  and  English, 

indnding  Caxtov,  Wthktn  db  Wobdb,    Pthson,   and   others ;   a 

fine  coUection  of  English  Poetry,  some  scarce  old  law-books,  a  great 

number  of  old  English  plays,  several  choice  MSS.  upon  vellum,  and 

other  subjects  of  literary  curiosity.    Also  several  of  the  best  editions 

of  the  Classics,  and  modem  English  and  French  books.    To  begin 

December  5, 1774,  and  the  17  following  evenings,  precisely  at  half  an 

Lour  after  five." 

I  am  in  possession  of  a  priced  CcUalogus  of  this  collection,  which 

once  belonged  to  Herbert,  and  which  contains  all  the  purchasers' 

names,  as  weU  as  the  sums  given.    The  purchasers  were  principally   - 

Herbert^  Qarrick,  Dodd,.  Elmsley,  T.  Payne,  Richardson,  Chapman, 

Wagstaff,  Bindley,  and  Gough.    The  following  is  a  specimen  of  some 

curious  and  interesting  articles  contained  in  this  celebrated  library, 

and  of  the  priees  for  which  they  once  sold  i 

£    s.    d. 
No.  172.  Bai^s  hrefe  Chronyele  relating  lo  Syr  Jchan  Olde- 

eatUa,  1544.     The  Life  off  the  70ih  Arch- 

bishopp  off  Canterbury  presentleye  sittinge, 

1674,  &c.    life  of  Hen.  Hills,  Printer  to  O. 

Cromwell,  with  ihe  Relation  of  wluU  paeeed 

hettoeen  Mm  and  the  Taylor's  Wife  in  Black 

Friars,  leSSy  die  0    7    9 

Purchased  by  Mores. 

Noa.   361  to  367.     Upwards  of  thirty   scarce  Theological 

Tracts,  in  Latin  and  English  15    0 

Noa.  746  to  784.  A  fine  collection  of  early  English  Transla- 
tions, in  black  letter,  with  some  good  foreign 
editions  of  the  daraics.  Not  exceeding,  in 
the  whole  10  10    0 

Nos.  837,  838.    Two  copies  of  the  first  edition  of  Bacon's 

Essays,  1597!  0    0    6 

The  reader  will  just  glance  at  No.  970,  in  the 
catalogue,  en  passant^  to 

Noo.  108S  (£1  2s.)  and  1091  (12s.);  but  more  particu- 
larly to 

No.  1173.  Caxton's  Boke  of  TulU  of  olde  age,  &c    1481. 

Purchased  by  the  late  Mr.  T.  Payne  8    8    0 

No.  1174.  Caxtoh's  Boke  whkh  is  sayd  or  called  Cathon, 

&C.1483.  5    0    0 

Purchased  by  Alchom. 
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who  recollect  the  zeal  and  scholarship  of  this  great 
book-collector,  and  the  precious  gems  with  which  his 
library  (44)  was  stored  from  the  cabinets  of  De  Boze 
and  Gaignat,  as  well  as  of  Mead  and  Folkes,  cannot 

£  s.  d. 

No.  1256.  Caxton's  Doctrinal  ofSapyencs,  1489  6    6    0 

Purchased  by  Alchom. 
No.  1257.  Caxton's  Cordyal,  1479  6  12    6 

No.  1258.  Wynkyn  db  Wordb's  Ocharde  ofSyon, 

&c.  1519.  1  13    0 

I  will,  however,  only  add  that  there  were  upwards  of  150  articles  of 
Old  Plays,  mostly  in  quarto.  See  page  73.  Of  Antiqu/ities,  Chronicles^ 
and  Topography,  it  would  be  difficiQt  to  pitch  upon  the  rarest  volumes. 
The  collection,  including  very  few  MSS.,  contained  3641  articleS|  or 
probably  nearly  7000  volumes.    The  Catalogue  is  uncommon. 

(44)  I  am  now  arrived,  pursuing  my  chronological  arrangement,  at 
a  very  important  period  in  the  annals  of  booknsales.  The  name  and 
collection  of  Dr.  Askew  are  so  well  known  in  the  bibliographical 
world  that  the  reader  need  not  l)e  detained  with  laboured  commen- 
dations on  either :  in  the  present  place,  however,  it  would  be  a  cruel 
disappointment  not  to  say  a  word  or  two  by  way  of  preface  or  prologue. 

Dr.  Anthont  Askew  had  eminently  distinguished  himself  by  a 
refined  taste,  a  sound  knowledge,  and  an  indefatigable  research 
relating  to  every  thing  connected  with  Grecian  and  Roman  literature. 
It  was  to  be  expect^  even  during  his  life,  as  he  was  possessed  of 
sufficient  means  to  gratify  himself  with  what  was  rare,  curious,  and 
beautiful  in  literature  and  the  fine  arts,  that  the  public  would,  one 
day,  be  benefited  by  such  pursuits  :  especially  as  he  had  expressed  a 
wish  that  his  treasures  might  be  unreservedly  submitted  to  sale,  after 
his  decease.  In  this  wish  the  Doctor  was  not  singular.  Many  emi- 
nent collectors  had  indulged  it  before  him :  and,  to  my  knowledge, 
many  modem  ones  still  indulge  it  Accordingly  on  the  death  of  Dr. 
Askew,  in  1774,  appeared,  in  the  ensuing  year,  a  catalogue  of  his  books 
for  sale,  by  Messrs.  Baker  and  Leigh,  under  the  following  title  : 

"BiBLiOTHECA  AsKEViANA,  sive  Catalogus  Librorum  Rarissimorum 
Antonii  Askew,  M.  D.,  quorum  Auctio  fiet  apud  S.  Baker  et  G. 
Leigh,  in  Vico  dicto  York  Street,  Covent  Garden,  LondinL  Die  Lurue, 
13  FebruarU,  MDCCLXXV,  et  in  undeviginti  sequentes  dies."  A 
few  copies  were  struck  off  on  large  paper. 

We  are  told  by  the  compiler  of  the  catalogue  that  it  was  thought 
unnecessary  to  say  much  with  respect  to  this  Library  of  the  late  Dr. 
Anthony  Askew,  as  the  Collector  and  Collection  were  so  well  known 
in  almost  all  parts  of  Europe.  Afterwards  it  is  observed  that  ''  The 
books  in  general  are  in  very  fine  condition,  many  of  them  bound  in 
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but  sigli  with  grief  of  heart  on  the  thought  of  such  a 
victim  1  How  ardently,  and  how  kindly  [as  I  remember 
to  have  heard  his  friend  Dr.  Burges  say],  would  Askew 
unfold  his  glittering  stores — open  the  magnificent 
folio,  or  the  shining  duodecimo,  upon  vellum,  embos- 
sed and  fast  held  together  with  golden  knobs  and  silver 
clasps  1  How  carefully  would  he  unroll  the  curiousMS. — 
decipher  the  half  effaced  characters — and  then,  casting 
an  eye  of  ecstacy  over  the  shelves  upon  which  similar 
treasures  were  lodged,  exult  in  the  glittering  prospect 
before  him  1  But  death — ^who,  as  Horace  tells  us,  raps 

morocco,'  and  RussiA  leather,  with  gilt  leaves."  '<  To  give  a  particulas 
accoont,"  continues  the  Compiler,  ''  of  the  many  scaru  editions  of  books 
in  this  Catalogue  would  be  almost  endless,  therefore  the  first  editions 
of  the  ClassTcs,  and  some  sztremely  rare  hooks  are  chiefly  noticed. 
The  catalogue,  without  any  doubt,  contains  the  best,  rarest,  and 
most  valuable  coUection  of  Gbeek  and  Latin  Books  that  were  ever 
sold  in  England."  This  account  is  not  overcharged.  The  collection, 
in  r^ard  to  Greek  and  Roman  literature,  was  uniqw  in  its  day. 

The  late  worthy  and  learned  Mr.  M.  Cbacherode,  whose  library 
now  forms  one  of  the  most  splendid  acquisitions  of  the  British  Museum, 
and  whose  bequest  of  it  will  immortalize  his  memory,  was  also  among 
the  *'  Emptores  literarii''  at  this  renowned  sale.  He  had  enriched  his 
collection  with  many  Exemplar  AtkevianHm ;  and,  in  his  latter  days, 
used  to  elevate  his  hands  and  eyes,  and  exclaim  against  the  prices 
now  offered  for  Editioneb  Peincipes  f 

The  fact  is.  Dr.  Askew's  sale  has  been  considered  a  sort  of  asra  in 
bibliography.  Since  that  period,  rare  and  curious  books  in  Greek  and 
Latin  literature  have  been  greedily  sought  after,  and  obtained  at  most 
extravagant  prices.  It  is  very  well  for  a  veteran  in  bibliography,  as 
was  Mr.  Oiacherode,  or  as  are  Mr.  WodhuU  and  Dr.  Gosset,  whose 
collections  were  formed  in  the  days  of  Gaignat,  Askew,  Duke  de  la 
Valliere,  and  Lamoignon — it  is  very  well  for  such  gentlemen  to  de- 
claim against  modem  prices !  But  what  is  to  be  done  ?  Books  grow 
scarcer  every  day,  and  the  love  of  literature,  and  of  possessing  rare 
and  interesting  works,  increases  in  an  equal  ratio.  Hungry  biblio- 
graphers meet,  at  sales,  with  well  furnished  purses,  and  are  resolved 
upon  sumptuous  fare.  Thus  the  hammer  vibrates,  af|er  a  bidding  of 
Forty  pounds,  where  formerly  it  used  regularly  to  fall  at  Four  I 

But  we  lose  sight  of  Dr.  Askew's  rare  editions,  and  large  paper  copies. 
The  ioUowing,  gentle  Reader,  is  but  an  imperfect  specimen  ! 
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equally  at  the  palaces  of  kings  and  cottages  of  peasants^ 
made  no  scruple  to  exercise  the  knocker  of  the  Doctor's 
door,  and  sent,  as  his  avant-courier,  this  deplobablb 
MANIA  1  It  appeared  ;  and  even  Askew,  with  all  his 
skill  in  medicine  and  books,  fell  lifeless  before  it — 
bewailed,*as  he  was  beloved  and  respected  I 

After  this  melancholy  event,  one  would  have  thought 
that  future  Virttu)si  would  have  barricadoed  their  doors^ 
and  fumigated  their  chambers,  to  keep  out  such  a 
pest ; — but  how  few  are  they  who  profit  by  experience, 
even  when  dearly  obtained  I  The  Subsequent  history 
of  the  disease  is  a  striking  proof  of  the  truth  of  this 
remark  ;  for  the  madness  of  book-coUecting  rather 
increased — and  the  work  of  death  still  went  on.     In 

No.  168.  Chaucei^B  Works,  by  Ptnson,  no  date 
No.  172.  Cicero  of  Old  Age,  by  Carton,  1481 
No.  618.  Gilles*  (Nicole)  Annalee,  &c  de  France, 

Paris,  foL  1520.  2  torn,  sua  veun 
Na  647.  iBginetsB  (Pauli)  Preecepta  Salubria.  Paris. 

quarto,  1610.  .  On  vxlluh 
Na  666.  iBsopi  Fabnle.    Edit.  Pbin.  circ  1480 
Na  684.  Boccacio,  la  Teseide  Ferar.  1476.  Prima 

Edizionb 
No.  1433.  Catullus  Tibullus,  et  Propertius,  AldL 
8to.  1602.    In  Membrana 
This  copy  was  purchased  by  the  late  Mr.  M. 
C.  Oracherode,  and  is  now,  with  his  library, 
in  the  British  Museum.     It  is  a  beautiftil 
book,  but  cannot   be  compared  with    Loid 
Spencer*s    Aldine    vellum    Virgil,    of  the 
same  size. 
Nu.  1676.  Durandi  Rationale,  &c  1469.  In  Mbmbrana  61    0    0 

The  beginning  of  the  1st  chapter  was  wanting. 
Lord  Spencer  has  a  perfect  copy  of  this  rare 
book  on  spotless  ybllum  1 
No.  2666.  Platonis  Opera,  apud  Aldum.  2  voL  foL  1613. 

Sdit.  Prin,    On  vellum  66  13    0 

Purchased  by  the  late  Dr.  W.  Hunter  ;  and  is 
at  this  moment,  in  his  Museum  at  Gkugow, 
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the  year  1776  died  John  Batcliffe  (45)  another,  and  a 
very  singular,  instance  of  the  fatality  of  the  Biblio- 
ifAKiA.  If  he  had  contented  himself  with  his  former 
occupation,  and  frequented  the  butter  and  cheese, 
instead  of  the  book,  market — if  he  could  Ylslyq  fancied 
himself  in  a  brown  peruke,  and  Russian  apron,  instead 
of  an  embroidered  waistcoat,  velvet  breeches,  and  flow- 
ing perriwig,  he  might,  perhaps,  have  enjoyed  greater 
longevity ;  but,  infatuated  by  the  Caxtons  and  Wyn- 
kyn  De  Wordes  of  Bletewode  and  of  West,  he  fell  into 
the  snare ;  and  the  more  he  struggled  to  disentangle 
himself,  the  more  certainly  did  he  become  a  prey 
to  the  disease. 

Thirty  years  have  been  considered  by  Addison  (some- 

The  reader  who  has  not  seen  them  can  have 
no  idea  of  the  beauty  of  these  yeUiun  leaves. 
The  ink  is  of  the  finest  lustre,  and  the  whole 
typographical  arrangement  I  may  be  consi- 
dered a  master-piece  of  printing.  Loid  Oxford 
told  Dr.  Mead  that  he  gave  100  guineas  for 
this  very  copy. 

(45)  BiBUOTHSCA  Ratoliffiana  ;  or,  "  A  Catalogue  of  the  elegant 
and  truly  valuable  Library  of  John  Ratgliffb,  Esq.  late  of  Ber- 
mondsey,  deceased.  The  whole  collected  with  great  judgment  and 
expense,  during  the  last  thirty  years  of  his  life :  comprehending  a 
laige  and  most  choice  collection  of  the  rare  old  English  black-Utter, 
in  fine  preservation,  and  in  el^ant  bindings,  printed  by  Caxton, 
LsTTOU,  Machlinia,  the  anonymous  St  Albans  Schoolmaster, 
Wynkyn  de  Worde,  Pynson,  Berthelet,  Grafton,  Day,  Newberie, 
Marshe,  Jugge,  Whytchurch,  Wyer,  Rastell,  Coplande,  and  the  rest 
of  the  Old  English  Typograj>hers :  several  missals  and  MSS.,  and  two 
Pedigrees  on  vellum,  finely  illimiinated.''  The  title  page  then  sets 
forth  a  specimen  of  these  black-lettered  gems  ;  among  which  our  eyes 
are  dazzled  with  a  galaxy  of  Caxtons,  Wynkyn  de  Wordes,  Pynsons, 
&&  &C.    The  sale  took  place  on  March  27,  1776. 

If  ever  there  was  a  unique  collection,  this  was  one — ^the  very  essence 
of  Old  Divinity,  Poetiy,  Romances,  and  Chronicles !  The  articles 
were  only  1675  in  number,  but  their  intrinsic  value  amply  compen- 
sated for  their  paucity. 
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where  in  his  Spectator)  as  a  pretty  accurate  period  for 
the  passing  away  of  one  generation  and  the  coming  on 
of  another.  We  have  brought  down  our  researches  to 
within  a  similar  period  of  the  present  times ;  but,  as 
Addison  has  not  made  out  the  proofs  of  such  assertion, 
and  as  many  of  the  relatives  and  friends  of  those  who 
have  fallen  victims  to  the  Bibliomania,  since  the  days 
of  RatcMe,  may  yet  be  alive  ;  moreover,  as  it  is  the 
part  of  humanity  not  to  tear  open  wounds  which  have 
been  just  closed,  or  awaken  painful  sensibilities  which 
have  been  well  nigh  laid  to  rest ;  sO,  my  dear  Sir,  in 
giving  you  a  further  account  of  this  fatal  disorder^  I 

The  foUowing  is  but  an  inadequate  specimen. 

£    s.    d. 
No.  1315.    Horace*8Arteof  Poetrie,PlstlesandSatyTes,by 

Diant    1607,  fint  MngUah  editvm.  0  16    6 

No.  1321.    The  Sheparde's  Calender,  1579.     Whetstone's 

Castle  of  Delight,  1576  12    0 

No.  1392.    The  Pastyme  of  the  People,  printed  by  RastelL 

Curious  wood  cuts.     A  copy  of  this  book  is 

not  now  to  be  procured.    I  have  known  £40 

offered  for  it,  and  rejected  with  disdain  7    7    0 

No.  1403.    Barclay's  Shyp  of  Folys,  printed  by  Pynson, 

1508,  ^«^  edit,  fine  copy  2  10    0 

No.  1426.    The  Doctrinal  of  Sapyence,printed  by  Caxtoh, 

1489  8    8    0 

No.  1427.    The  Boke,  called  Cathon,  ditto,  1483.    Pur- 

chased  by  Dr.  Hunter,  and  now  in  his  Museum  5    6    0 

No.  1428.    The  Polytyque  Boke,  named  Tullius  de  Seneo- 

tute,  in  Englishe,  by  Caxton,  1481.    Pur- 

chased  for  his  Majesty  14    0    0 

No.  1429.    The  Game  of  Chesse  Playe.    1474  16    0    0 

No.  1665.    The  Boke  of  Jason,  printed  by  Caxton  5  10    0 

No.  1669.    The  Polychronicon  of  BanulphHigden,  printed 

by  Caxton,  1482.    Purchased  by  Dr.  Hunter  5  15    6 

Na  1670.    Legenda   Aurea,    or   the    Golden   Legende 

1483  9  15    0 

No.  1674.    Mr.  Ratdiffe's  MS.  Catalogues  of  the  rare  old 

black  letter,  and  other  curious  and  uncommon 

books,  4  vols.  7  15    0 
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deem  it  the  most  prudent  method  not  to  expatiate  upon 
the  subsequent  examples  of  its  mortality.  We  can 
only  mourn  over  such  names  as  BEAUCLEnK,  Crofts, 
Peakson,  Lort,  Mason,  Farmer,  Steevens,  Wood- 
house,  Brand,  and  Reed,  I  and  fondly  hope  that  the 
list  may  not  be  increased  by  those  of  living  characters  1 

We  are,  in  the  second  place,  to  describe  the  Symp- 
toms OF  the  Disease. 

The  ingenious  Peignot,  in  the  first  volume  of  his 
*  Dictionnaire  Bibliologie,'  p.  51,  defines  the  Biblio- 
mania (46)  to  be  '^  a  passion  for  possessing  books ;  not 

This  would  have  been  the  most  delicioiis  article 
to  vmf  palate.  If  the  present  owner  of  it  were 
^  disposed  to  part  with  it,  I  could  not  find  it  in 
my  heart  to  refuse  him  compound  interest  for 
his  money.  As  is  the  wooden  frame- work  to 
the  bricklayer  in  the  construction  of  his  arch, 
so  might  Mr.  Ratcliffe's  MS.  Catalogues  be 
to  me  in  the  compilation  of  a  certain  mctgnum 
opus/ 

The  memory  of  such  a  man  ought  to  be  dear  to  the  *'  hlack-letUred 
dogs^'  of  the  present  day;  for  he  had  [mirabile  dictul]  upioards  of 
Thirty  Caxtons  ! 

If  I  might  hazard  a  comparison  between  Mr.  James  Wesf  s  and  Mr. 
John  Batcliffe's  coUections,  I  should  say  that  the  former  was  more 
extensive,  the  latter  more  curious:  Mr.  Wesfs,  like  a  magnificent 
'  ehampagne^  executed  by  the  hand  of  Claude  or  Both,  and  enclosing 
mountains,  and  meadows,  and  streams,  presented  to  the  eye  of  the 
beholder  a  scene  at  once  extensive,  luxuriant,  and  fruitful :  Mr.  Rat- 
cliffe's,  like  one  of  those  delicious  pieces  of  scenery,  touched  by  the 
pencil  of  Rysdael  or  Hobbima,  exhibited  to  the  beholder's  eye  a  spot 
equally  interesting,  but  less  varied  and  extensive.  The  sweeping 
foliage  and  rich  pasture  of  the  former  could  not,  perhaps,  a£ford 
greater  gratification  than  did  the  thatched  cottage,  abrupt  declivities, 
and  gu£^iing  streams  of  the  latter.  To  change  the  metaphor — Mr. 
Wesfs  was  a  magnificent  repository,  Mr.  Ratcliffe's  a  choice  cabinet 
of  gems. 

(46)  There  is  a  short,  but  smart  and  interesting,  article  on  this  head 
in  Mr.  D'Israeli's  Ouriosities  of  Literature,  voL  1.  10.  '<  Bruyere  has 
touched  on  this  mania  with  humour  ;   of  such  a  collector  (one  who  is 
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80  much  to  be  instructed  by  them,  as  to  gratify  the  eye 
by  looking  on  them.  He  who  is  affected  by  this  mania 
Imows  books  only  by  their  titles  and  dates,  and  is  rather 
seduced  by  the  exterior  than  interior."!  This  is, 
perhaps,  too  general  and  vague  a  definition  to  be  of 
much  benefit  in  the  knowledge,  and  consequent  pre- 
vention, of  the  disease :  let  us,  therefore,  describe  it 
more  certainly  and  inteUigibly. 

Symptoms  of  this  disease  are  instantly  known  by  a 
passion  for  I.  Large  Paper  Copies :  11.  Uncut  Copies : 
III.  niuArated  Copies :  IV.  Unique  Copies :  V.  Copies 
printed  upon  Vellum  :  VI.  First  Editions  :  VII.  True 
Editions :  VIII.  A  general  desire  for  the  Black  Letter. 
We  will  describe  these  symptoms  more  particularly. 

I.  Large  Paper  Copies.  These  are  a  certain  set  or 
limited  nlber  of  ti»e  work  printed  inasuperior  manner, 
both  in  regard  to  ink  and  press  work,  on  paper  of  a 
larger  size,  and  better  quality,  than  the  ordinary  copies. 
Their  price  is  enhanced  in  proportion  to  their  beauty 
and  rarity.     In  the  note  below  (4  7)  axe  specified  a  few 

fond  of  superb  bindings  only)  says  he,  as  soon  as  I  enter  his  house,  I 
am  ready  to  faint  on  the  stair-case  from  a  strong  smeU  of  morocco 
leather.  In  vain  he  shows  me  fine  editions,  gold  leaves,  Etruscan  bind- 
ings, &c — ^naming  them  one  after  another,  as  if  he  were  showing  a 
gallery  of  pictures  !"  Lucian  has  composed  a  biting  invective  against 
an  ignorant  possessor  of  a  ^ast  library.  <<  One  who  opens  his  eyes,  with 
an  hideous  stare,  at  an  old  book,  and,  after  turning  over  the  pages, 
chiefly  admires  the  daJU  of  its  publication.'' 

(47)  I.  Lcrd  BaconU  Euays,  1798,  8vo,  of  which  it  is  said  only  five 
copies  were  struck  off  on  royal  folio.  In  Lord  Spencer's  and  the  Cra- 
cherode,  collection  I  have  seen  a  copy  of  this  exquisitely  printed 
book  ;  the  text  of  which,  surrounded  by  such  an  amplitude  of  maigin, 
in  the  language  of  Emesti  [see  his  Critique  on  Havercamp's  Sallust] 
"  natut  velut  cymba  in  oceano." 
2.    Tventy  Plays  of  Shakespeare  published  by  Steevens  from  the  old 

quarto  editions,  1766,  8vo.  6  vols.      Of  this  edition  there  were 

only  twelve  copies  struck  off  on  laige  paper.     See  BibL  Steevens, 

Na  1312. 
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works  which  have  been  published  in  this  manner,  that 
the  sober  collector  may  avoid  approaching  them. 

This  (48)  symptom  of  the  Bibliomania  is,  at  the 
present  day,  both  general  and  violent,  and  threatens 
to  extend  still  more  widely.  Even  modem  ptibli- 
calions  are  not  exempt  from  its  calamitous  influence  ; 
and  when  Mr.  Miller,  the  bookseller,  told  me  with 
what  eagerness  the  large  paper  copies  of  Lord  Valentia's 
Travels  were  bespoke,  and  Mr.  Evans  shewed  me  that 
every  similar  copy  of  his  new  edition  of  "  Burnett's 
History  of  his  own  Times  "  was  disposed  of,  I  could  not 
help  elevating  my  eyes  and  hands,  in  token  of  commia- 

Z.    DodiU^s  ChUection  of  Old  Play$,  1780,  Svo,  12  vols,  only  six  copies 

printed  on  large  paper.    See  BibL  Woodhonse^  No.  198. 
4    Tk4  OrmvUU  Homer,    Grssce,  1800.  4ta    4    vols.    Fifty    copies 
with  plates  were  struck  ofiF  on  large  paper,  in  royal  quarto.    A  copy  of 
this  kind  was  purchased  at  a  sale  in  1804,  for£^  15s. 
ft.    Sandfard^i  Oenealogieal  Hiitory,  etc  1707,  foL    Mr.  Arch  of  Com- 
hfll  purchased  a  copy  of  this  work  on  large  paper,  at  the  late  sale 
of  Baion  Smyth's  books,  for  £46.    If  the  largest  paper  of  Clarke's 
Gsaear  be  excepted,  this  is  the  highest  priced  single  voliune  on  large 
paper,  that  I  just  now  recoUect 
€L    Hiom^B  Works  on  large  paper. 

Something  relating  to  Heame  will  be  found  in  the  note  at  page  7 
ante.  Here  it  will  be  only  necessary  to  observe  that  the  Hemgan  rage 
for  Large  Paper  is  quite  of  recent  growth,  but  it  promises  to  be  giant- 
like. When  the  duplicates  of  a  part  of  Mr.  WoodhuU's  library,  in 
1803,  were  sold,  there  was  a  fine  set  of  copies  of  this  kind  ;  but  the 
prices^  comparatively  with  those  now  offered,  were  extremely  moderate. 
Mr.  Otridge,  the  bookseller,  told  me  an  amusing  story  of  his  going 
down  to  Liverpool,  many  years  ago,  and  accidentally  purchasing  from 
the  library  of  the  late  Sir  Thomas  Hanmer,  a  magnificmt  Hi  of  Large 
Paper  Heamei  for  about  40  Guineas.  Many  of  these  are  now  in  the 
choice  library  of  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Grafton.  The  copies  were 
catalogued  as  tmaU  paper.  Was  there  ever  a  more  provoking  blun- 
der?! 

(48)  Analogous  to  Large  Paper  Copies  are  tall  Copies  ;  that  is,  copies 
of  the  work  published  on  the  ordinary  size  paper  and  not  much  cut 
down  by  the  binder.  The  want  of  margin  is  a  serious  grievance  com- 
plained of  by  book-coUectors ;  and  when  there  is  a  contest  of  margin- 
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eration  at  the  prevalence  of  this  Symptom  of  the 
Bibliomania  1 

11.  Uncut  Copies.  Of  all  the  symptoms  of  the  BibKo- 
mania,  this  is  probably  the  most  extraordinary.  It 
may  be  defined  as  a  passion  to  possess  books  of  which 
the  edges  have  never  been  sheared  by  the  binder's  tools. 
And  here,  my  deax  Sir,  I  find  myself  walking  upon 
doubtful  ground  ; — ^your  uncut  Heabnes  rise  up  in 
"rough  majesty"  before  me,  and  almost  "push  me 
from  my  stooL"  Indeed,  when  I  look  around  in  my 
book-lined  tub,  I  cannot  but  be  conscious  that  this  symp- 
tom of  the  disorder  has  reached  my  own  threshold ; 
but  when  it  is  known  that  a  few  of  my  bibHographical 
books  are  left  with  the  edges  uncut  merely  to  please  my 
friends  (as  one  must  sometimes  study  their  tastes  and 
appetites  as  well  as  one's  own),I  trust  that  no  veryserious 
conclusions  will  be  drawn  about  the  probable  fatality 
of  my  own  case.  As  to  uncut  copies,  although  their 
inconvenience  [an  uncut  lexicon  to  wit !]  and  deformity 
must  be  acknowledged,  andalthough  a  rational  man  can 
want  for  nothing  better  than  a  book  once  well  houndy  yet 
we  find  that  the  extraordinary  passion  for  collecting 
them  not  only  obtains  with  full  force,  but  is  attended 
with  very  serious  consequences  to  those  "qui  n'ont 
point  des  pistoles  "  (to  borrow  the  language  of  Clement; 
voL  vi  p.  36).  I  dare  say  an  uncut  first  Shakspeare^ 
as  well  as  an  uncut yZr«<  Homer  (49)  would  produce  a 
little  annuity  ! 

meaenring,  with  books  never  professedly  published  on  loige  paper, 
the  anxiety  of  each  party  to  have  the  largest  copy  is  better  conceived 
than  described !  How  carefully,  and  how  adroitly,  are  the  golden  and 
silver  rules  then  exercised  ! 

(49)  '*  Un  superbe  exemplaire  de  cette  Edition  princeps  a  ^t^  vendu, 
chez  M.  de  Cotte,  en  1804,  la  sommc  dc  3601  livres ;  mais  il  faut  ajou- 
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IIL  UlugtrcUed  Copies.  A  passion  for  books  illus- 
trated or  adorned  with  numerous  prints^  representing 
characters  or  circumstances  mentioned  in  the  work,  is  a 
very  general  and  violent  symptom  of  the  Bibliomania, 
which  has  beenknown  chiefly  within  thelast  half  century. 
The  origin,  or  first  appearance,  of  this  symptom  has 
been  traced  by  some  to  the  publication  of  Granger's 
"  Biographical  History  of  England ;"  but  whoever  will 
be  at  the  pains  of  reading  the  preface  of  this  work  will 
see  that  Granger  sheltered  himself  under  the  authorities 
of  Evelyn,  Ashmole,  and  others  ;  and  that  he  alone  is 
not  to  be  considered  aa  responsible  for  all  the  mischief 
which  this  passion  for  collecting  prints  has  occasioned. 
Granger,  however,  was  the  first  who  introduced  it  in  the 
form  of  a  treatise,  and  surely  "  in  an  evil  hour  "  was 
this  treatise  published — although  its  amiable  author 
must  be  acquitted  of  **  malice  prepense."  His  History 
of  England  (50)  seems  to  have  sounded  the  topsin  for 
a  general  rummage  after,  and  slaughter  of,  old  prints : 
venerable  philosophers  and  veteran  heroes,  who  had 
long  reposed  in  unmolested  dignity  within  the  mag- 
nificent  folio  volumes  which  recorded  their  achieve- 
ments,  were  instantly  dragged  from  their  peaceful 
abodes  to  be  inlaid  by  the  side  of  some  spruce,  modern 
engraving,  within  an  Illustrated  Granger  !  Nor  did 
the  madness  stop  here.     Illustration  was  the  order  of 

terque  cet  exemplaiie  tr^precieux  est  de  la  plus  belle  conservation  ; 
on  dindt  qa'il  sort  dessoos  presse.  De  plus,  il  est  peut-^tre  l*uniqu6 
dmU Usmargei n*ont pa8 /U  rogn/es  ni  coup/es/** 

Peignot's  OurioiiUs  Bibliograpkiques,  Ixv-vi 

(50)  It  was  first  published  in  two  quarto  volumes,  1766 ;  and  went 
through  several  editions  in  octavo.  The  last  is,  I  believe,  of  the  date 
of  1804  ;  to  whicb  three  additional  volumes  were  published  by  William 
Noble,  in  1806  ;  the  whole  seven  volumes  form  what  is  called  an  ex- 
cellent libraiy  work. 


48  SYMPTOMS  OF  THE  DISEASE. 

the  day;  and  Shakspeare  (51)  and  Clarendon  (52) 
became  the  next  objects  of  its  attack.  From  these  it 
has  glanced  oflf  in  a  variety  of  directions,  to  adorn  the 
pages  of  humbler  wights  ;  and  the  passion,  or  rather 
this  symptom  of  the  Bibliomania,  (53)  yet  rages  with 
undiminished  force.  K  judiciously  (54)  treated,  it  is,  of 
all  the  symptoms,  the  least.liable  to  mischief.  To  possess 
a  series  of  well  executed  portraits  of  illustrious  men, 
at  different  periods  of  their  lives,  from  blooming  boy- 
hood to  phlegmatic  old  age,  is  sufficiently  amusing 
(55);  but  to  possess  every  portrait,  had,  indifferent^  and 

(51)  About  two  or  three  years  ago  there  was  an  extraordinary  set 
of  prints  disposed  of,  for  the  illustration  of  Shakspeare,  coUected  by 
a  gentleman  in  Cornwall,  with  considerable  taste  and  judgment 
Lord  Spencer^s  beautiful  octavo  illustrated  Shakespeare,  bequeathed  to 
him  by  the  late  Mr.  Steevens,  has  been  enriched,  since  it  came  into 
the  library  of  its  present  noble  possessor,  with  many  a  rare  and  many 
a  beauteous  specimen  of  the  graphic  art. 

(52)  I  have  heard  of  an  iUustrated  Clarendon  (which  was  recently 
in  the  metropolis),  that  has  been  valued  at  5000  Guineas  !  '<  a  good 
round  sum !" 

(53)  One  of  the  most  striking  and  splendid  instances  of  the  present 
rage  for  illustration  may  be  seen  in  Mr.  Miller's  own  copy  of  the 
Historical  Work  of  Mr.  Fox,  in  two  volumes,  imperial  quarto.  Ex- 
clusively of  a  great  variety  of  Portraits,  it  is  enriched  with  the  original 
drawing  of  Mr.  Fox's  bust  from  which  the  print,  attached  to  the  pub- 
lication, is  taken  ;  and  has  also  many  original  notes  and  letters  by 
its  illustrious  author.  Mr.  Walter  Scott's  edition  of  Dryden  has  aLso 
received,  by  the  same  publisher,  a  similar  illustration.  It  is  on  laige 
paper,  and  most  splendidly  bound  in  blue  morocco,  containing  upwards 
of  650  portraits. 

(54)  The  fine  copy  of  Granger,  illustrated  by  the  late  Mr.  Bull,  is 
now  in  the  library  of  the  Marquis  of  Bute,  at  Lutton.  It  extends  to 
37  atlas  folio  volumes,  and  is  a  repository  of  almost  every  rare  and 
beautiful  print,  which  the  diligence  of  its  late,  and  the  skill,  taste,  and 
connoisseurship  of  its  present,  noble  owner  have  brought  together. 

(55)  In  the  Memoirs  of  Mr.  Thomas  Hollis  there  is  a  series  of  the 
portraits  of  Milton  (not  executed  in  the  best  manner)  done  in  this 
way ;  and  a  like  series  of  Pope's  portraits  accompanies  the  recent 
edition  of  the  poef  s  works  by  the  Rev.  W.  L.  Bowles. 
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tadike,  betrays  such  a  dangerous  and  alarming  sjrmp- 
tom  as-  to  render  the  case  almost  incurable ! 

There  is  another  mode  of  illustrating  copies  by 
which  this  symptom  of  the  BibUomaniamay  be  known: 
it  conmsts  in  bringing  together,  from  different  works, 
[by  means  of  the  scissors,  or  otherwise  by  transcrip- 
tion] every  page  or  paragraph  which  has  any  con- 
nection with  the  char^cte^  subject  under  discLion. 
This  is  a  usefol  and  entertaining  mode  of  illustrating 
a  fiavourite  author;  and  copies  of  works  of  this 
nature,  when  executed  by  skilful  (56)  hands,  should 
be  preserved  in  public  repositories.  I  almost  ridiculed 
the  idea  of  an  Illustrated  Chatterton,  in  this 
way,  till  I  saw  Mr.  Haslewood's  copy,  in  twenty-one 
volumes,  which  rivetted  me  to  my  seat ! 

IV.  Unique  Copies.     A  passion  for  a   book  which 

(56)  Numerous  are  tlie  instances  of  the  peculiar  use  and  value  of 
copies  of  this  kind,  especially  to  those  who  are  engaged  in  publication, 
of  a  similar  nature.  Oldys's  interleaved  Langbaine  is  re-echoed  in 
ahnost  every  recent  work  connected  with  the  belles-lettres  of  our 
conntiy.  Oldys  himself  was  unrivalled  in  this  method  of  illustration  ; 
il^ besides  his  Langbaine,  his  copy  of  ^Fuller's  Worthies'  [once  Mrs. 
Skeevens's,  now  Mr.  Malone's,  See  BibL  Steevens,  n^.  1799]  be  alone 
considered !  This  Oldys  was  the  oddest  mortal  that  ever  scribbled  for 
bread.  Grose,  in  his  OHo,  gives  an  arousing  account  of  his  having 
''a  number  of  smaU  parchment  bags  inscribed  with  *the  names  of  the 
persons  whose  lives  he  intended  to  write ;  into  which  he  put  every 
circumstance  and  anecdote  he  could  collect,  and  thence  drew  up  jiis 
history.''    See  Noble's  CoUege  of  Arms,  p.  420. 

Of  iUnstrated  copies  in  this  way,  the  Suidas  of  Kuster,  belonging 
to  the  famous ;  lyOrville,  is  a  memorable  instance.  This  is  now  in 
the  Bodleian  library.  I  should  suppose  that  one  Narcissus  Luttrell 
in  Charles  the  Second's  reign,  had  a  number  of  like  illustrated 
copies.  His  coUection  of  contemporaneous  literature  must  have  been 
immense,  as  we  may  conclude  from  the  account  of  it  in  Mr.  Walter 
Scotf s  Preface  to  his  recent  edition  of  Dryden's  works.  Luckily  for 
this  brilliant  poet  and  editor,  a  part  of  LuttreU's  collection  had  found 
its  way  into  the  libraries  of  Mr.  Bindley  and  Mr.  Heber,  and  thence 
was  doomed  to  shine,  with  renewed  lustre,  by  the  side  of  the  poetry 
of  Drvden. 
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has  any  peculiarity  about  it,  by  either,  or  both,  of  the 
foregoing  methods  of  illustration — or  which  is  remark- 
able for  its  size,  beauty,  and  condition — is  indicative 
of  a  rage  for  uniqiie  copies,  and  is  unquestionably  a 
strong  prevailing  symptom  of  the  Bibliomania.  Let 
me  therefore  urge  every  sober  and  cautious  collector 
not  to  be  fascinated  by  the  terms  "  Matchless,  and 
Unique ;"  which,  **  in  slim  Italicks''  (to  copy  Dr.  Fer- 
riar's  happy  expression)  are  studiously  introduced  into 
BookseUer^s  catalogues  to  lead  the  unwary  astray. 
Such  a  Collector  may  fancy  himself  proof  against  the 
temptation ;  and  will,  in  consequence,  call  only  to  look 
at  this  unique  book,  or  set  of  books ;  but,  when  he 
views  the  morocco  binding,  silk  water-tabby  lining, 
blazing  gilt  edges — when  he  turns  over  the  white  and 
spotless  leaves— gazes  on  the  ampUtude  of  margin-^ 
on  a  rare  and  lovely  print  introduced — and  is  charmed 
with  the  soft  and  coaxing  manner  in  which,  by  the 
skill  of  Herring  or  Mackinlay,  (58)  "  leaf  succeeds  to 
leaf'  — he  can  no  longer  bear  up  against  the  tempta- 
tion— and,  confessing  himself  vanquished,  purchases, 
and  retreats — exclaiming  with  Virgil's  shepherd 

Ut  yidi,  ut  perii— at  me  malus  abstulit  error  ! 

(58)  At  page  8,  note — the  reader  has  been  led  to  expect  a  few 
remarks  upon  the  luxuriancy  of  modem  book-binding.  Mr.  Roscoe, 
in  his  Lorenzo  de  Medici,  voL  iL,  p.  79.,  edit  8vo.,  has  defended  the 
art  with  so  much  skiU  that  nothing  further  need  be  said  in  com- 
mendation of  it.  Admitting  every  degree  of  merit  to  our  present 
fashionable  binders,  and  frankly  allowing  them  the  superiority  over 
De  Rome,  Padaloup,  and  the  old  school  of  binding,  I  cannot  but 
wish  to  see  revived  those  beautiful  portraits,  arabesque  borders,  and 
sharp  angular  ornaments,  that  are  often  found  on  the  outsides  of 
books  boimd  in  the  16th  century,  with  calf  leather,  upon  oaken 
boards.  These  brilliant  decorations  almost  make  us  forget  the  ivory 
crucifix,  guarded  with  silver  doors,  which  is  frequently  introduced 
in  the  interior  of  the  sides  of  the  binding.  Few  things  are  more 
gratifying  to  a  genuine  collector  than  a  fine  copy  of  a  book  in  its 
original  binding  ! 
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V.  Copies  printed  on  vdlum.  A  desire  for  works 
printed  in  this  manneris  an  equally  strong  and  general 
symptom  of  the  Bibliomania ;  but  as  these  works  are 
larely  to  be  obtained  of  modem  (59)  date,  the  col- 
lector is  obliged  to  have  recourse  to  specimens,  exe- 
cuted three  centuries  ago,  in  the  printing-offices  of 
Aldus,  Verard,  and  the  JuntsB.  Although  the  Biblio- 
th^que  Imperiale,  at  Paris,  and  the  library  of  Count 
Macarty,  at  Toulouse,  are  said  to  contain  the  greatest 
number  of  books  printed  upon  vellum,  yet,  those  who 
have  been  fortunate  enough  to  see  copies  of  this  kind 
in  the  libraries  of  his  Majesty,  the  Duke  of  Marl- 
borough, Earl  Spencer,  Mr.  Johnes,  and  the  late  Mr. 
Cracherode  (now  in  the  British  Museum),  need  not 
travel  on  the  Continent  for  the  sake  of  being  con- 
vinced of  their  exquisite  beauty  and  splendour.  Mr. 
Edward's  unique  copy  (he  will  forgive  the  epithet)  of 
the  first  Livy,  upon  vellum,  is  a  Library  of  itself ! — 

(59)  The  modem  books,  printed  upon  vellum,  have  in  general  not 
tocceeded ;  whether  from  the  art  of  preparing  the  veUum,  or  of 
printing  upon  it,  being  lost  I  will  not  presume  to  determine.  The 
reader  may  be  amused  with  the  foUowing  prices  for  which  a  few 
works,  executed  in  this  manner,  were  sold  in  the  year  1804  : 

va  .  £  $,  d, 

J6a    Viigilii  Opera,  1789,  4to 33  12    0 

S51.    Somervile's  Chase,  1796,  4to 16    4    6 

i5i    Poems  by  Goldsmith  and  Pamell,  1795,  4to 15  15    0 

253.    The  Gardens,  by  Abb^  DeliUe,  1798,  4to 14    3    6- 

S54.    CastleofOtranto,  printed  by  6odon|,  1791, 4to.     13    2    6 

sea    La  Guirlande  Julie,  1784,  8vo 37  17    6 

263.    Economy  of  Human  Life,  1795,  8vo 15  15    0 

See  ^  Catalogue  of  a  moBt  tpUndid  and  valuable  Collection  of  Books, 
Superb  MisaaU,  c^c,"  sold  byMr.  Christie,  on  April  24,  1804.  But  the 
reader  should  procure  the  Catalogue  of  Mr.  Paris's  Books,  sold  in 
the  year  1790,  which,  for  the  number  of  articles,  is  unrivaUed.  The 
eye  is  struck,  in  every  page,  with  the   most   sumptuous  copies  on 
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and  the  recent  discovery  of  a  vellum  copy  of  Wynkyn 
De  Worde's  reprint  of  Jvliana  Barnes's  hooky  (60) 
complete  in  every  respect,  [to  say  nothing  of  his 
Majesty's  similar  copy  of  Caxton's  Doctrinal  of  Sa- 
pience, 1489,  in  the  finest  preservation]  are,  to  be 
sure,  sufficient  demonstrations  of  the  prevalence  of 
this  symptom  of  the  Bibliomania  in  the  times  of  our 
forefathers  ;  so  that  it  cannot  be  said,  as  some  have 
asserted,  to  have  appeared  entirely  within*  the  last 
half  century. 

VL  First  Editions.  From  the  time  of  Ancillon 
(61)  to  Askew,  there  has  been  a  very  strong  desire  ex- 
pressed for  the  possession  of  original  or  first  published 
editions  of  works,  as  they  are  in  general  superintended 
and  corrected  by  the  author  himself ;  and,  like  the 
first  impressions  of  print8,are  considered  more  valuable. 
Whoever  is  possessed  with  a  passion  for  collecting 
books  of  this  kind  may  unquestionably  be  said  to 
exhibit  a  strong  symptom  of  the  Bibliomania ;     but 

(60)  See  page  5,  ante,  for  some  account  of  this  curious  work. 

(61)  There  is  a  curious  and  amusing  article  in  Bayle  [English 
edition,  vol.  i,  672,  &c.]  about  the  elder  Ancillon,  who  frankly 
confessed  that  he  "was  troubled  with  the  Bibliomania,  or  disease 
of  buying  ]xK>ks.''  Mr.  Disraeli  says  ''that  he  always  purchased 
first  editions,  and  never  waited  for  second  ones," — but  I  find  it,  in  the 
English  Bayle,  note  D,  ''  he  chose  the  best  editions."  The  manner  in 
which  Aucillon's  library  was  pillaged  by  the  Ecclesiastics  of  Metz 
(where  it  was  considered  as  the  most  valuable  curiosity  in  the  town) 
is  thus  told  by  Bayle  ;  **  Ancillon  was  obliged  to  leave  Metz :  a  com- 
pany of  Ecclesiastics,  of  all  orders,  came  from  every  part,  to  lay 
hands  on  this  fine  and  copious  library,  which  had  been  coUected  with 
the  utmost  care  during  forty  years.  They  took  away  a  great  number 
of  the  books  together,  and  gave  a  little  money,  as  they  went  out,  to 
a  young  girl,  of  twelve  or  thirteen  years  of  age,  who  looked  after 
them,  that  they  might  have  it  to  say  they  had  paid  for  (hem.  Thus 
Ancillon  saw  that  valuable  collection  dispersed,  in  which,  as  he  was 
wont  to  say,  his  chief  pleasure  and  even  his  heart  was  placed !". — 
Edit.  1734. 
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such  a  case  is  not  quite  hopeless,  nor  is  it  deserving 
of  severe  treatment  or  'censure.  All  bibliographers 
have  dwelt  on  the  importance  of  these  editions,  fcxr 
the  sake  of  collation  with  subsequent  ones,  and  de- 
tecting, as  is  frequently  the  case,  the  carelessness  dis- 
played by  future  (62)  editors.  Of  such  importance  is 
iiiejfirst  edition  qfShahspeare  (63)  considered,  that  a 
fac-simile  reprint  of  it  has  been  published  with  suc- 
cess. In  regard  to  the  Greek  and  Latin  Classics,  the 
possession  of  these  original  editions  is  of  the  first 
consequence  to  editors  who  are  anxious  to  republish 
the  legitimate  text  of  an  author.  Wakefield,  I  believe 
always  regretted  that  the  first  edition  of  Lucretius  had 
not  been  earlier  inspected  by  him.  When  he  began 
his  edition,  the  Editio  Princeps  was  not  (as  I  have  un- 
derstood) in  the  library  of  Earl  Spencer — the  store- 
house of  almost  every  thing  that  is  exquisite  and  rare 
in  ancient  classical  literature  I 

(62)  An  ilifitance  of  this  kind  may  be  adduced  from  the  fint  edition 
of  Fabian,  printed  in  1516 ;  of  which  Messrs.  Longman,  and  Co., 
have  now  engaged  a  very  able  editor  to  collate  the  text  with 
that  of  the  subsequent  editions.  "  The  antiquary/',  says  the  late  Mr. 
Brand,  "  is  desired  to  consult  the  edition  of  Fabian,  printed  by  Pynson, 
in  1516,  because  there  are  others,  and  I  remember  to  have  seen  one 
in  the  Bodleian  Library  at  Oxford,  with  a  continuation  to  the  end 
of  Queen  Mary,  1559,  in  which  the  langwige  is  much  modernised,'* 
Shakespeare,  edit.  1803,  vol.  xviiL  p.  85-6. 

(63)  A  singular  story  is  *^  extant"  about  the  purchase  of  the  late 
Duke  of  Roxburgh's  fine  copy  of  the  first  edition  of  Shakespeare.  A 
friend  was  bidding  for  him  in  the  sale-room :  his  Qrace  had  retired  to 
a  distance,  to  view  the  issue  of  the  contest  Twenty  guineas  and 
more  were  offered,  from  various  quarters,  for  the  book :  a  slip  of 
paper  was  handed  to  the  Duke,  in  which  he  was  requested  to  inform 
his  friend  whether  he  was  "to  go  on  bidding'' — ^His  Grace  took  his 
pencil,  and  wrote  underneath,  by  way  of  reply — 

lay  on  Macduff ! 

And  d d  be  he  who  first  cries,  *  Hold,  enough !' 

Such  a  spirit  was  irresistible,  and  bore  down  all  opposition.      His 
Grace  retired  triumphant,  with  the  book  under  his  arm. 
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It  must  not,  however,  be  forgotten  that  if  first 
editions  are,  in  some  instances,  of  great  importance, 
they  are  in  many  respects  superfluous,  and  an  incum- 
brance  to  the  shelves  of  a  collector ;  inasmuch  as  the 
labours  of  subsequent  editors  have  corrected  their 
errors,  and  superseded,  by  a  great  fund  of  additional 
matter,  the  necessity  of  consulting  them.  Thus,  not 
to  .mention  other  instances  (which  present  themselves 
while  noticing  the  present  one),  all  the  fine  things 
which  Colomi^  and  Bemannus  have  said  about  the 
rarity  of  La  Croix  du  Maine's  Bibliotheque,  published 
in  1584,  are  now  imnecessary  to  be  attended  to,  since 
the  ample  and  excellent  edition  of  this  work  \)j  De 
La  Monnoye  and  Juvigny,  in  six  quarto  volumes, 
1772,  has  appeared.  Nor  will  any  one  be  tempted  to 
hunt  for  Gesner's  Bibliotheca  of  1545-8,  whatever 
may  be  its  rarity,  who  has  attended  to  Morhof  s  and 
Vogt's  recommendation  of  the  last  and  best  edition 
of  1583. 

VIL  True  Editions.  Some  copies  of  a  work  are 
struck  oflf  with  deviations  from  the  usually  received 
ones,  and,  though  these  deviations  have  ^  neither  sense 
nor  beauty  to  recommend  them,*^  [and  indeed  are  prin- 
cipaUy  defects]  yet*  copies  of  this  description  are 
eagerly  sought  after  by  collectors  of  a  certain  class! 
This  particular  pursuit  may  therefore  be  calledanotter, 
or  the  seventh,  symptom  of  the  Bibliomania.  Thenote 
below  (64)  will  furnish  the  reader  with  a  few  anecdotes 
relating  to  it. 

(64)    Cassar.    Lug.  Bat.  1635, 12mo.    Printed  by  Elzevir. 

In  the  Bibliotheca  Revickzkiana  we  are  infonned  that  the  true 
Elzevir  edition  is  known  by  having  the  plate  of  a  Buffalo's  head  at 
the  beginning  of  the  preface,  and  body  of  the  work :  also  by  having 
the  page  numbered  163,  which  ought  to  have  been  numb^^  149; 
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VIII.  Books  printed  in  the  Black  Letter.  Of  all 
symptoms  of  the  Bibliomania,this  eighth  symptom  (and 
the  last  which  I  shall  notice)  is  at  present  the  most 
powerful  and  prevailing.  Whether  it  was  not  imported 
into  this  country  from  Holland,  by  the  subtlety  of 
Schelhom  (65)  (a  knowing  writer  upon  rare  and 
curious  books)  may  be  shrewdly  suspected.  Whatever 
be  its.  origin,  cerin  it  is,  my  d4  Sir,  that  .books 
printed  in  the  black  letter  are  now  coveted  with  an 
eagerness  unknown  to  our  collectors  in  the  last 
century.  If  the  spirits  of  West,  Ratcliflfe,  Farmer  and 
Brand,  have  as  yet  held  any  intercourse  with  each 
other,  in  that  place  *  from  whose  bourne  no  traveller 
returns/  what  must  be  the  surprise  of  the  three  former, 

A  farther  account   is   given   in   my   Introduction  to  tlie  Classics, 
ToL  L,  228. 

Horcue :  Londini,  1733,  8vo.,  2  vols.    Published  by  Pine. 

The  true  edition  is  distinguished  by  having  at  page  108,  vol  ii, 
the  incorrect  reading  '  Post  Est.' — for  *  Potest.' 

VirgiL  Lug.  bat  1636, 12mo.    Printed  by  Elzevir. 

The  true  edition  is  known  by  having  at  plate  1,  before  the  Bucolics, 
the  following  Latin  passage  printed  in  red  irik.  "  Ego  vero  frequentes 
a  te  litteras  accipi" — Consult  De  Bure,  No.  2684. 

Idem.    BirmiugL  1763,  4to.    Printed  by  Baskerville. 

A  particular  account  of  the  true  edition  will  be  found  in  the  second 
volume  of  my  '  Introduction  to  the  Classics '  p.  337 — too  long  to  be 
here  inserted. 

Boccaccio.    II  Decamerone,  Yenet  1627,  4to. 

Consult  De  Bure,  No.  3667  :  Bandini,  voL  ii,  24 :  (who  however 
is  extremely  laconic  upon  this  edition,  but  copious  upon  the  anterior 
one  of  1516)  and  Haym.,  voL  ilL,  p.  8,  edit  1803.  BibL  Paris. 
No.  408.  Clement  (vol.  iv.,  352,)  has  abundance  of  references,  as 
usual,  to  strengthen  his  assertion  in  calling  the  edition  'fort  rare.' 
The  reprint  or  spurious  edition  has  always  struck  me  as  the  prettier 
book  of  the  two. 

(65)  His  words  are  as  follow :  <'  Ipsa  typorum  ruditas,  ipsa  Ola 
atra  crassaque  literarum  facies  helle  ta/ngit  senstiSy  dtc"  Was  ever  the 
black  letter  more  eloquently  described  ?  See  his  Amcenitates  Literarias, 
vol.  L,  p.  5. 
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on  being  told  by  the  latter,  of  the  prices  given 
for  some  of  the  books  in  his  library,  as  mentioned 
below!  ?  (66) 

A  perusal  of  these  articles  may  probably  not 
impress  the  reader  with  any  lofty  notions  of  the 
superiority  of  the  black  letter  ;  but  this  symptom  of 
the  Bibliomania  is,  nevertheless,  not  to  be  considered  as 
incurable,  or  wholly  unproductive  of  good.  Under  a 
proper  spirit  of  modification  it  has  done,  and  will  con- 
tinue to  do,  essential  service  to  the  dause  of  English 
literature.  It  guided  the  taste,  and  strengthened  the 
judgment,  of  Tyrwhitt  in  his  researches  after  Chauce- 
rian  lore.  It  stimulated  the  studies  of  Farmer  and  of 
Steevens,  and  enabled  them  to  twine  many  a  beauteous 
flower  round  the  brow  of  their  beloved  Shakespeare. 
It  has  since  operated,  to  the  same  efiect,  in  the  labours 
of  Mr.  Douce,  (67)  the    Porson  of  old  English  and 

£    9.    d. 

(66)  282.    A  Boke  of  Fishing  with  Hooke  and  Line,  A 

Boke  of  Engines  and  Traps  to  take  Polcats, 
Buzzards,  Rats,  Mice,  and  aU  other  Kinds  of 
Vermine  and  Beasts  whatsoever,  with  cuts, 
very  rare,  1600  3    3    0 

454.  A  Quip  for  an  upstart  Courtier ;  or,  a  quaint 
Dispute  between  Velvet  Breeches  and  Cloth 
Breeches,  &c.  1620  2  16    0 

475.  A  Checke,  or  Reproof  of  Mr.  Howlet's  Untimely 
screeching  in  her  Majesty's  Ear.  Black  letter, 
1581.  0  12    0 

As  a  striking  condution,  I  subjoin  the  following. 
6479.  Pappe  with  an  Hatchett,  alias,  a  Fig  for  my 
Godsonne,  or  crake  me  this  Nutt,  or,  a  Coun- 
trie  Cuife,  that  is  a  sound  Box  of  the  Earc 
for  the  Idiot  Martin,  to  hold  his  Peace: 
seeing  thePatch  will  take  no  warning ;  written 
by  one  that  dares  call  a  Dog  a  Dog.  Bare. 
Printed  by  Anoke  and  Astile.  18    0 

(67)  In  the  criticisms  on  Mr.  Donee's  Illustrations  of  Shaknpeare 
and  Ancient  Manners^  it  has  not,  I  think,  been  generally  noticed  that 
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French  literature ;  and  in  the  editions  of  Milton  and 
Spenser,  hy  my  amiable  and  excellent  friend  Mr.  Todd 
the  public  have  had  a  specimen  of  what  the  Black 
Letter  may  perform,  when  temperately  and  skilfully 
exercised* 

I  could  bring  to  your  recollection  other  instances ; 
but  your  own  copious  reading  and  exact  memory  wiU 
better  furnish  you  with  them.  Let  me  not  however 
omit  remarking  that  the  beautiful  pages  of  the  Min- 
strelsy of  the  Scottish  Border ,  and  Sir  Trestrem,  ex- 
hibit, in  the  notes  [now  and  then  thickly  studded  with 
black  letter  references],  a  proof  that  the  author  of  *'  The 
Lay"  and  "Marmion"  has  not  disdained  to  enrich  his 
stores  of  information  by  such  intelligence  as  black  let- 
tered books  impart.  Li  short,  though  this  be  also  a 
strong  and  general  'symptom  of  the  BibUomania,  it  is 
certainly  not  attended  with  injurious  eflFects  when 
regulated  by  prudence  and  discretion.  An  undis- 
tinguishable  voracious  appetite,  to  swallow  every  thing 
printed  in  the  black  letter  can  only  bring  on  incon- 
querable  disease,  if  not  death,  to  the  patient  I 

Having  in  the  two  preceding  divisions  of  this  letter 

this  work  is  distinguished ;  1.  For  the  singular  diffidence  and  urbanity 
of  criticiiim,  as  well  as  depth  of  learning,  which  it  evinces :  2.  For 
the  happy  illustrations,  by  means  of  wood  cuts :  Let  any  one,  for 
instance,  read  a  laboured  disquisition  on  the  punishment  of  'Hhe 
boots"— and  only  glance  his  eye  on  the  plate  representing  it  [voL  i. 
p.  34.] :  from  which  will  he  obtain  the  clearer  notions  ?  3.  For  the 
tapte,  elegance,  and  general  correctness  with  which  it  is  printed.  The 
only  omission  I  regret  is  that  Mr.  Douce  did  not  give  us,  at  the  end, 
a  list  of  the  works  alphabetically  arranged,  with  their  dates  which  he 
consulted  in  the  formation  of  his  own.  Such  a  Bibliotheca 
SHAKSPEA.BIANA  might,  however,  have  been  only  a  fresh  stimulus 
to  the  increase  of  the  black-letter  symptom  of  the  Bibliomania.  How 
Bartholomssus  and  Batman  have  risen  in  price  since  the  publication 
of  Mr.  Douce's  work,  let  those  who  have  lately  smarted  for  the 
increase  tell ! 
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discoursed  somewhat  largely  upon  the  History  and 
Symptoms  of  the  Bibliomania,  it  now  remains,  accord- 
ing to  the  original  plan,  to  say  a  few  words  upon  the 
Probable  Means  of  its  Cure.  And,  indeed,  I  am 
driven  to  this  view  of  the  subject  from  every  laudable 
motive ;  for  it  would  be  highly  censurable  to  leave  any 
reflecting  mind  impressed  with  melancholy  emotions 
concerning  the  misery  and  mortality  that  have  been  oc- 
casioned by  the  abuse  of  those  pursuits,  to  which  the 
most  soothing  and  important  considerations  ought  to 
be  attached.  Far  from  me,  and  my  friends,  be  such 
a  cruel,  if  not  crimijial,  conduct ;  let  us  then,  my  dear 
Sir,  seriously  discourse  upon  the 

III.  Probable  Means  of  the  cure  of  the  Bib- 
liomania. He  will  surely  be  numbered  among  the  phi- 
lanthropists of  his  day  who  has,  more  successfully  than 
myself,  traced  and  described  the  ravages  of  this  disease, 
and  fortified  the  sufierer  with  the  means  of  its  cure. 
But,  as  this  is  a  disorder  of  quite  a  recent  date,  and  as 
its  characteristics,  in  consequence,  cannot  be  yet  fully 
known  or  described,  great  candour  must  be  allowed  to 
that  physician  who  offers  a  prescription  for  so  obscure 
and  complicated  a  case.  It  is  in  vain  that  you  search 
the  works  [ay,  even  the  best  editions]  of  Hippocrates 
and  Galen  for  a  description  of  this  malady ;  nor  will 
you  find  it  hinted  at  in  the  more  philosophical  treatises 
of  Sydenham  and  Heberden.  It  had,  till  the  medi- 
cal skill  of  Dr.  Ferriar  first  noticed  it  to  the  public, 
escaped  the  observations  of  all  our  pathologists. 
With  a  trembling  hand,  and  fearful  apprehension, 
therefore,  I  throw  out  the  following  suggestions  for  the 
cure,  or  mitigation,  of  this  disorder : 

In  \hQ  first  place^  the  disease  of  the  Bibliomania  is 
materially  softened,  or  rendered  mild,  by  directing  our 
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• 

studies  to  vseful  and  "profitable  works — whether  thesebe 
printed  upon  smaU  or  large  paper,  in  the  gothic,  roman, 
or  italic  type ;  To  consider  purely  the  irArinsic  excel- 
lence, and  not  the  exterior  splendour,  or  adventitious 
value,  of  any  production,  will  keep  us  perhaps  wholly 
fiee  fiom  this  disease.  Let  the  mid^ht  lamp  l^ 
burnt  to  illuminate  the  stores  of  antiquity — ^whether 
they  be  romances,  or  chronicles,  or  legends,  and  whether 
they  be  printed  by  Aldus  or  by  Caxton — if  a  brighter 
lustre  can  thence  be  thrown  upon  the  pages  of  modem 
learning!  To  trace  genius  to  its  source,  or  to  see  how 
she  has  been  influenced  or  modified^  by  "  the  lore  of 
past  times"  is  both  a  pleasing  and  profitable  pursuit. 
To  see  how  Shakspeare  has  here  and  there  plucked  a 
flower,  &om  some  old  ballad  or  popular  tale,  to  enrich 
his  own  unperishable  garland — ^to  follow  Spenser  and 
Milton  in  their  delightful  labyrinths 'midst  the  splendour 
of  Italian  literature — are  studies  which  stamp  a  dignity 
upon  our  intellectual  characters!  But,  in  such  a  pursuit 
let  us  not  overlook  the  wisdom  of  modem  times,  nor 
fancy  that  what  is  Only  ancient  can  be  excellent.  We 
must  rememberthat  Bacon,  Boyle,  Locke,  Taylor,  Chil- 
lingworth,  Kobertson,  Hume,  Gibbon,  and  PaJey,  are 
names  which  always  command  attention  from  the  wise, 
and  remind  us  of  the  improved  state  of  reason  and  ac- 
quired knowledge  during  the  two  last  centuries. 

In  the  second  place^  the  re-printing  of  scarce  and  in- 
trinsically valuable  works  is  another  means  of  prevent- 
ing the  propagation  of  this  disorder.  Amidst  all  our 
present  sufferings  under  the  Bibliomania,  it  is  some 
consolation  to  find  discerning  and  spirited  booksellers 
re-publishing  the  valuable  Chronicles  of  Froissart,  Ho- 
Unshed,  and  Hall,  (68)  and  the  collections  known  by  the 

(68)    The  re-publication  of  these  chronicles  is  to  be  followed  by 
those    of    Grafton    and    Fabian.       Meanwhile,    Hakluyt's    Voyages, 


60  PROBABLE  MEANS  OF  CURE. 

names  of  **  The  Harleian  Miscellany/*  and  "  Lord 
Somer's  Tracts/'  These  are  noble  efforts,  and  richly 
deserve  the  public  patronage. 

In  the  third  placej  the  editing  of  our  best  ancient 
authors,  whether  in  prose  or  poetry,  (69)  is  another 
means  of  effectually  counteracting  the  progress  of  the 
Bibhomania,  as  it  has  been  described  under  its  several 
symptoms. 

In  the  fourth  place^  the  erectingof  Public  Institutions 
(79)  is  a  very  powerful  antidote  against  the  prevalence 
of  several  symptoms  of  this  disease. 

In  the  fifth  place^  the  encouragement  of  the  study 
of  Bibliography,    (71)    in    its  legitimate  sense,  and 

(projected  by  Mr.  Evans),  and  Fuller's  Worthies  (by  Messrs.  Long- 
man, and  Co.)  will  form  admirable  acquisitions  to  these  treasures 
of  past  times. 

(69)  The  recent  Variorum  editions  of  Shakspeare,  of  which  some  yet 
prefer  tha,t  of  Steevens,  1793,  15  vols.  8vo. — Mr.  Todd's  editions  of 
Milton  and  Spenser  ;  Mr.  G.  Chalmers'  edition  of  Sir  David  Lyndsay's 
works  ;  Mr.  Gifford's  edition  of  Massinger ;  and  Mr.  Octavius  Gil- 
christ's, of  Bishop  Corbett's  poems,  exemplify  the  good  effects  of  this 
third  means  of  cure, 

(70)  The  Royal,  London,  Surrey,  and  Hussel  Institutions  have  been 
the  means  of  concentrating,  in  divers  parts  df  the  metropolis,  large 
libraries  of  useful  books ;  which,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  will  eventually 
suppress  the  establishment  of  what  are  called  Circulating  Libraries — 
vehicles,  too  often,  of  insufferable  nonsense,  and  irremediable  mischief  1 

(71)  Unns  bonne  Bibliographie,  says  Marchand,  soit  g^6rale 
soit  particuli^re,  soit  profane,  soit  ^ccUsiastique,  soit  nationale,  provin- 
ciale,  ou  locale,  soit  simplement  personnelle,  en  un  mot  de  quelque 
autre  genre  que  ce  puisse  Stre,  n'est  pas  im  ouvrage  aussi  facile  que 
beaucoup  de  gens  se  le  pourroient  imaginer;  mais,  elles  ne  doivent- 
neanmoins  nulelment  pr^venir  contre  celle-cL  Telle  qu'elle  est,  elle  ne 
laisse  pas  d'etre  bonne,  utile,  et  digne  d'  tre  recherch^e  par  les  amateurs, 
de  THistoire  Litt^raire."    Diction.  HistoriquCy  vol.  L  p.  109. 

"  Our  nation,''  says  Mr.  Bridgman,  ^*  has  been  too  inattentive  to  biblio- 
graphical criticisms  and  enquiries  ;  f or  generally  the  English  reader  is 
obliged  to  resort  to  foreign  writers  to  satisfy  his  mind  as  to  the  value  of 
authors.  It  behoves  us  to  consider  that  there  is  not  a  more  useful  or  a 
more  desirable  branch  of  education  than  a  hnowUdge  of  books  ;  which 
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towards  its  true  object,  may  be  numbered  among  the 
most  efficacious  cures  for  this  destructive  malady.  To 
place  competent  Librarians  over  the  several  depart- 
ments of  a  large  public  Library,  or  to  submit  a  library, 
on  a  more  confined  scale,  to  one  diligent,  enthusiastic, 
weU  informed,  weU  bred,BibUographer  (72)or  Librarian, 
[of  which  in  this  metropolis  we  have  so  many  examples] 
is  doing  a  vast  deal  towards  directing  the  channels  of 
literature  to  flow  in  their  proper  courses. 

Thus  briefly  and  guardedly  have  I  thrown  out  a  few 
suggestions,  which  may  enable  us  to  avoid,  or  mitigate 
the  severity  of,  the  disease  called  The  Bibliomania. 
Happy  indeed  shall  I  deem  myself,  if,  in  the  description 
of  its  symptoms,  and  in  the  recommendation  of  the 
means  of  cure,  I  may  have  snatched  any  one  from  a 
premature  grave,  or  lightened  the  load  of  years  that 
are  yet  to  cone ! 

being  correctly  ascertained  and  jadicioosly-  exercised,  wiU  prove  the 
toucli-stone  of  intrinsic  merit,  and  have  the  effect  of  saving  many 
spotless  pages  from  prostitution."    Legal  Bibliography,  p.  v.  vi 

(72)  Peignot,  ia  hU  Dictionnaire  de  Bibliologie,  yo\,  i.  50,  has  given 
a  very  pompous  account  of  what  ought  to  be  the  talents  and  duties 
of  a  Bibliographer.  It  would  be  difficult  indeed  to  find  such  things 
united  in  one  person !  De  Bure,  in  the  eighth  volume  of  his  Bilh 
liographie  Instructive^  has  prefixed  a  '*  Discourse  upon  the  Science  of 
Bibliography  and  the  duties  of  a  Bibliographer^'  which  is  worth  con- 
sulting :  but  I  know  of  nothing  which  better  describes,  in  few  words, 
such  a  character,  than  the  following  :  "  In  eo  sit  multijuga  materiarum 
librorumque  notitia,  ut  saltem  potiores  eligat  et  inquirat:  fida  et 
sedida  apud  exteras  gentes  procuratio,  ut  eos  arcessat ;  summa  pati- 
entia  ut  rar^  venalis  expectet :  peculium  semper  presens  et  paratum, 
ne,  si  quando  occurrunt,  emendi  occasio  intercidat ;  prudens  denique 
auri  argentique  contemptus,  ut  pecuniis  spoute  careat  quao  in  bibliothe- 
cam  formandam  et  nutriendam  sunt  insumendas.  Si  fort^  vir  litera- 
tus  eo  felicitatis  pervenit  ut  talem  thesaurum  coaceraverit,  nee  solus 
illo  invidios  fruatur,  sed  usum  cum  eruditis  qui  vigilias  suas  utilitati 
publicae  devoverunt,  liberaliter  communicet ;  &c," — Bibliotheca  Hul- 
nana,  vol.  i.  Pnefat.  p.  3,  4. 
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You,  my  dear  Sir,  who,  in  your  observations  upon 
society,  as  well  as  in  your  knowledge  of  ancient  times, 
must  have  met  with  numerous  instances  of  the  miseries 
which  "  flesh  is  heir  to,"  may  be  disposed  perhaps  to 
confess  that,  of  all  species  of  afflictions,  the  present  one 
under  consideration  has  the  least  moral  turpitude  at- 
tached to  it  True,  it  may  be  so  :  for,  in  the  examples 
which  have  been  adduced,  there  will  be  found  neither 
Suicides,  nor  Gamesters,  nor  Profligates.  No  woman^s 
heart  has  been  broken  from  midnight  debaucheries : 
no  marriage  vow  has  been  violated  :  no  child  has  been 
compelled  to  pine  in  poverty  or  neglect :  no  patrimony 
has  been  wasted,  and  no  ancestor's  fame  tarnished !  Tf 
men  have  erred  under  the  influence  of  this  disease, 
their  aberrations  have  been  marked  with  an  excess 
arising  from  intellectual  fevour,  and  not  from  a  desire 
of  baser  gratifications. 

If,  therefore,  in  the  wide  survey  which  a  philosopher 
may  take  of  the "  Miseries  of  Human  life"  (73)  the 
prevalence  of  this  disorder  may  appear  to  be  less  mis- 
chievous than  that  of  others,  and,  if  some  of  the  most 
amiable  and  learned  of  mortals  seemed  to  have  been 
both  unwilling,  as  well  as  unable,  to  avoidits  contagion, 
you  will  probably  feel  the  less  alarmed  if  s3rmptoms  of 
it  should  appear  within  the  sequestered  abode  of  Hod- 
net  !  (74)  Recollecting  that  even  in  remoter  situations 
its  influejice  has  been  felt — and  that  neither  the  pure 
atmosphere  of  Hscfod  nor  of  Sledmere  (75)  has  com- 

(73)  In  the  ingenioriB  and  witty  work  so  entitled,  I  do  not  recoUect 
whether  the  dLsappointment  arising  from  a  cropt  or  a  dirty  copy  has 
been  classed  among  "  The  Miseries  of  Human  Life.** 

(74)  Hodfut  HaU,  Shropshire.  The  country  residence  -of  Mr. 
Heber. 

(75)  Hafodf  South  Wales,  the  seat  of  Thos.  Johnss,  Esq.,  M.P., 
the  translator  of  the  Chronicles  of  Froissart  and  Monstrelet^  and  of  the 
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pletely  subdued  its  power — ^you  will  be  disposed  to 
exdaim  with  violence,  at  the  intrusion  of  Biblio- 
maniacs  

What  walls  can  guard  me,  or  what  shades  can  hide  ? 
They  pierce  my  thickets,  through  my  grot  they  glide  ! 
By  land,  by  water,  they  renew  the  charge, 
They  stop  the  chariot,  and  they  board  the  baige.  (76) 

Upon  the  whole,  therefore,  attending  closely  to  the 
symptoms  of  this  disorder  as  they  have  been  described, 
and  practising  such  means  of  cure  as  have  been  recom- 
mended, we  may  rationally  hope  that  its  virulence  may 
abate,  and  the  number  of  its  victims  annually  diminish. 
But  if  the  more  discerning  part  of  the  community  an- 
ticipate a  differentresult,  and  the  preceding  observations 
appear  to  have  presented  but  a  narrow  and  partial  view 
of  the  mischiefs  of  the  Bibliomania,  my  only  conso- 
lation is  that  to  advance  something  upon  the  subject  is 
better  than  to  preserve  a  sullen  and  invincible  silence. 
Let  it  be  the  task  of  more  experienced  bibliographers  to 
correct  and  ampUfy  the  foregoing  outline  ! 

Believe  me.  My  dear  Sir, 

Very  sincerely  Yours,  &c. 

Thomas  Frognall  Dibbin. 

Kensington^  May  16, 1809. 

Travels  of  De  Broquiere  and  Joinville.  The  conflagration  of  part  of 
hia  mansion  and  library,  two  years  ago,  which  excited  such  a  general 
sympathy,  would  have  damped  any  ardour  of  collection  but  that  of  Mr. 
Johnes — his  Library  has  arisen,  PhcDuix-like,  from  the  flames  ! 

SUdmerCy  in  Yorkshire,  the  seat  of  Sir  Mark  Masterman  Sykes, 
Bart,  M.P.  The  library  of  this  amiable  and  tasteful  Baronet  reflects 
distinguished  credit  upon  him.    It  is  at  once  copious  and  choice. 

(76)  Pope's  •<  Prologue  to  (he  Satires/*  v.  7—10. 


POSTSCRIPT. 

On  re-considering  what  has  been  written,  it  has 
struck  me  that  a  Synopsis  of  this  disease,  after  the 
manner  of  Burton,  as  prefixed  to  his  Anatomy  of 
Melancholy y  may  be  useful  to  some  future  pathologist. 
The  reader  is,  accordingly,  presented  with  the  follow- 
ing one  : 
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I  knew  him  to  be  the  servant  of  my  old  collie 
friend,  whom  I  chuse  here  to  denominate  Lysandbr. 
He  came  to  inform  me,  in  his  blunt  and  honest  man- 
ner, that  his  master  had  just  arrived  mth  Philemon, 
our  common  friend;  and  that,  as  they  were  too  fa^ 
tigned  with  their  journey  to  come  out  to  me,  they 
begg^ed  I  would  quickly  enter  the  house,  and,  as  usual, 
make  them  welcome.  This  intelligence  afforded  me 
the  liveliest  satisfaction.  In  fifteen  minutes,  after  a 
hearty  shaking  of  hands,  I  was  seated  with  them  in 
the  parlour;  all  of  us  admiring  the  unusual  splendour 
of  the  evening  sky,  and,  in  consequence,  partaking  of 
the  common  topics  of  conversation  with  a  greater  flow 
of  spirits. 

"  You  are  come,  my  friends,"  said  I  (in  the  course  of 
conversation),  "to  make  some  stay  with  me — indeed,  I 
cannot  suffer  you  to  depart  without  keeping  you  at  least 
a  week;  in  order,  amongst  other  things,  to  view  the 
beauty  of  our  neighbour  Lorenzo's  ^grounds,  the  general 
splendour  of  his  house,  and  the  magnificence  of  his 
Library."  "  In  regard  to  grounds  and  fiirniture,"  replied 
Lysander,  "  there  is  very  little  in  the  most  beautiful  and 
costly  which  can  long  excite  my  attention — but  the 
Library — "  "Here,"  exclaimed  Philemon,  "here  you 
have  him  in  the  toils."  "  I  will  frankly  confess,"  rejoined 
Lysander,  "that  I  am  an  arrant  Bibliomaniac — that  I 
love  books  dearly — that  the  very  sight,  touch,  and,  more, 
the  perusal — "  "  Hold,  my  friend,"  again  exclaimed 
Philemon,  "  you  have  renounced  your  profession — you 
talk  of  reading  books — do  Bibliomaniacs  ever  read 
books?"  "Nay,"  quoth  Lysander,  "you  shall  not 
banter  thus  with  impunity.  We  will,  if  it  please  you," 
said  he,  turning  round  to  me,  "make  our  abode  with 
'you  for  a  few  days — and,  after  seeing  the  library  of 
your  neighbour,  I  will  throw  down  the  gauntlet  to 
Philemon,  challenging  him  to  answer  certain  questions 
which  you  may  put  to  us,  respecting  the  number,  rarity, 
beauty,  or  utility  of  tliose  works  which  relate  to  the 
literature  and  antiquities  of  our  own  country.     We  shall 
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then  see  who  is  able  to  return  the  readiest  answer." 
"  Forgive,"  rejoined  Philemon,  "  my  bantering*  strain. 
I  revoke  my  speech.  You  know  that,  with  yourself,  I 
heartily  love  books ;  more  from  their  contents  than  their 
appearance."  Lysander  returned  a  ^n*^cious  smile;  and 
the  hectic  of  irritability  on  his  cheek  was  dissipated 
in  an  instant. 

The  approach  of  evening  made  us  think  of  settling 
our  plans.  My  friends  begged  their  horses  might  be 
turned  into  the  field ;  and  that,  while  they  stay^  witli 
me,  the  most  simple  fare  and  the  plainest  accommo- 
dation might  be  their  lot.  They  knew  how  little  able 
I  was  to  treat  them  as  they  were  wont  to  be  treated; 
and,  therefore,  taking  "  the  will  for  the  deed,"  they 
resolved  to  l)e  as  happy  as  an  humble  roof  could  make 
them. 

While  the  cloth  was  laying  for  supper  (for  I  should 
add  that  we  dine  at  three  and  sup  at  nine),  we  took  a 
stroll  in  my  small  garden,  which  has  a  mound  at  the 
bottom,  shaded  with  lilacs  and  laburnums,  that  over- 
looks a  pretty  range  of  meadows,  terminated  by  the 
village  church.  The  moon  had  now  gained  a  consider- 
able ascendancy  in  the  sky;  and  the  silvery  paleness 
and  profound  quiet  of  the  surrounding  landscape,  which, 
but  an  hour  ago,  had  been  enlivened  by  the  sun's  last 
rays,  seemed  to  affect  the  minds  of  us  all  very  sensibly. 
Lysander,  in  particular,  began  to  express  the  sentiments 
which  such  a  scene  excited  in  him. — "Yonder,"  says 
he,  pointing  to  the  church-yard,  "is  the  l)oume  which 
terminates  our  earthly  labours;  and  I  marvel  much 
how  mortals  can  spend  their  time  in  cavilling  at  each 
other — in  murdering,  with  their  pens  as  well  as  their 
swords,  all  that  is  excellent  and  admirable  in  human 
nature — instead  of  curbing  their  passions,  elevating 
their  hopes,  and  tranquillizing  their  fears.  Every  even- 
ing, for  at  least  one-third  of  the  year,  heaven  has  fixed 
in  the  sky  yonder  visible  monitor  to  man.  Calmness  and 
splendour  are  her  attendants  :  no  dark  passions,  no  cark- 
ing  cares,  neither  spleen  nor  jealousy,  seem  to  dwell  in 
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that  bright  orb,  where,  as  has  been  fondly  imagined, 
"  the  wretched  may  have  rest." — "  And  here,"  replied 
Philemon,  "  we  do  nothing  but  fret  and  fume  if  our 
fancied  merits  are  not  instantly  rewarded,  or  if  another 
wear  a  sprig  of  laurel  more  verdant  than  ourselves ;  I 
could  mention,  within  my  own  recollection,  a  hundred 
instances  of  this  degrading  prostitution  of  talent — aye, 
a  thousand." — "  Gently  reprimand  your  fellow  crea- 
tures," resumed  Lysander,  "lest  you  commit  an  error 
as  great  as  any  of  those  which  you  condemn  in  others. 
Tlie  most  difficult  of  human  tasks  seems  to  be  the  ex- 
ercise of  forbearance  and  temperance.  By  exasperat- 
ing, you  only  rekindle,  and  not  extinguish,  the  evil 
sparks  in  our  dispositions.  A  man  will  bear  being 
told  he  is  in  the  wrong;  but  you  must  tell  him  so 
gently  and  mildly.  Animosity,  petulance,  and  perse- 
cution, are  the  plagues  which  destroy  our  better  parts." 
— "And  envy,"  replied  Philemon,  "has  surely  enough 
to  do." — "  Yes,"  said  Lysander,  "  we  might  enumerate, 
as  you  were  about  to  do,  many  instances — and  (what 
you  were  not  about  to  do)  pity  while  we  enumerate! 
I  think,"  continued  he,  addressing  himself  particu- 
larly to  me,  "you  informed  me  that  the  husband  of 
poor  Lavinia  lies  buried  in  yonder  church-yard ;  and 
perhaps  the  very  tomb  which  now  glistens  by  the 
moonbeam  is  the  one  which  consecrates  his  memory ! 
That  man  was  passionately  addicted  to  literature; — 
he  had  a  strong  mind ;  a  wonderfid  grasp  of  intel- 
lect ;  but  his  love  of  paradox  and  hypothesis  quite 
ruined  his  faculties.  Nicas  happened  to  discover  some 
glaring  errors  in  his  last  treatise,  and  the  poor  man  grew 
sick  at  heart  in  consequence.  Nothing  short  of  infal- 
Uhility  and  invincibility  satisfied  him;  and,  like  the 
Spaniard  in  the  *  Diable  Boiteux,'  w^ho  went  mad  because 
five  of  his  counti'ymen  had  been  beaten  by  fitly  Portu- 
gese, this  unhappy  creature  lost  all  patience  and  forbear- 
ance, because,  in  an  hundred  systems  which  he  had  built 
with  the  cards  of  fancy,  ninety-nine  happened  to  tumble 
to  the  irround. 
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"This  is  the  dangerous  consequence,  not  so  mucli  of 
yanity  and  self-love  as  of  downrig:ht  literary  Quixotism. 
A  man  may  be  cured  of  vanity  as  the  French  nobleman 
was — *  Ecoutez  messieurs !  Monseigneur  le  Due  va  dire  la 
meillure  chose  du  monde  !'*  but  for  this  raving,  ungovern- 
able passion  of  soaring  beyond  all  human  comprehension, 
I  fear  there  is  no  cure  but  in  such  a  place  as  the  one 
which  is  now  before  us.  Compared  with  this,  how  dif- 
Terent  was  Menander's  case !  Careless  himself  about 
examining  and  quoting  authorities  with  punctilious  ac- 
curacy, and  trusting  too  irequently  to  the  ipse-dixits  of 
good  friends: — with  a  quick  discernment — a  sparkling 
fancy — great  store  of  classical  knowledge,  and  a  never 
ceasing  play  of  colloquial  wit,  he  moved  right  onwards 
in  his  manly  course — ^the  delight  of  the  gay,  and  the 
admiration  of  the  learned !  He  wrote  much  and  vari- 
ously :  but  in  an  evil  hour  the  demon  Malice  caught 
him  abroad — watched  his  deviations — noted  down  his 
failings — and,  discovering  his  vulnerable  part,  he  did 
not  fail,  like  another  Paris,  to  profit  by  the  discovery. 
Menander  became  the  victim  of  over-refined  sensibility : 
he  need  not  have  feared  the .  demon,  as  no  good  man 
need  fear  Satan.  His  pen  ceased  to  convey  his  senti- 
ments; he  sickened  at  heart;  and  after  his  body  had 
been  covered  by  the  green  grass  turf,  the  gentle  elves 
of  fairy-land  took  care  to  weave  a  chaplet  to  hang 
upon  his  tomb,  which  was  never  to  know  decay !  Sy- 
CORAX  was  this  demon ;  and  a  cunning  and  clever 
demon  was  he  !'* 

"  I  am  at  a  loss,"  said  Philemon,  "  to  comprehend 
exactly  what  you  mean  ?" — "  I  will  cease  speaking  me- 
taphorically," replied  Lysander ;  "  but  Sycorax  was  a 
man  of  ability  in  his  way.  He  taught  literary  men,  in 
some  measure,  the  value  of  careful  research  and  faith- 
ful quotation ;  in  other  words,  he  taught  them  to 
speak  the  truth  as  they  found  her;  and,  doubtless,  for 
this   he   merits  not  the  name  of  a  demon,   imless    you 

'  Tliis  is  the  suhHtance  of  the  stor}'  related  in  DaTwin'n  Zwmomw  ;  vol.  iv.  p.  81. 


8  THE  EVENING  WALK. 

allow  me  the  priviledge  of  a  Grecian.*  That  Sycorax 
loved  truth  must  be  admitted ;  but  that  he  loved  no 
one  so  much  as  himself  to  speak  the  truth  must  also 
be  admitted.  Nor  had  he,  after  all,  any  grand  no- 
tions of  the  g'oddess.  She  was,  in  his  sight,  rather  of 
diminutive  than  gi^^^tic  growth ;  rather  of  a  tame 
than  a  towering  mien ;  dressed  out  in  little  trinkets, 
and  formally  arrayed  in  the  faded  point-lace  and  ele- 
vated toupee  of  the  ancient  English  school,  and  not  in 
the  flowing  and  graceful  robes  of  Grecian  simplicity. 
But  his  malice  and  ill  -  nature  were  fnghtful ;  and 
withal  his  love  of  scurrility  and  abuse  quite  intoler- 
able. He  mistook,  in  too  many  instances,  the  manner 
for  the  matter;  the  shadow  for  the  substanqe.  He 
passed  his  criticisms,  and  dealt  out  his  invectives, 
with  so  little  ceremony,  and  so  much  venom,  that  he 
seemed  bom  with  a  scalping  knife  in  his  hand  to 
commit  murder  as  long  as  he  lived !  To  him,  censure 
was  sweeter  than  praise ;  and  the  more  elevated  the 
rank,  and  respectable  the  character  of  his  antagonist, 
the  more  dexterously  he  aimed  his  blows,  and  the 
more  frequently  he  renewed  his  attacks.  In  conse- 
quence, scarcely  one  beautiful  period,  one  passionate 
sentiment  of  the  higher  order,  one  elevated  thought, 
or  philosophical  deduction,  marked  his  numerous 
writings.  '  No  garden-flower  grew  wild '  in  the  narrow 
field  of  his  imagination ;  and,  although  the  words 
decency  and  chastity  were  continually  dropping  from 
his  lips,  I  suspect  that  the  reverse  of  these  qualities 
was  always  settled  round  his  heart.f  Thus  you  see, 
my   dear  Philemon,"    concluded    Lysander,     "that    the 


*  Without  turning  over  the  ponderous  tones  of  Stephen,  Constantino,  and  Sca- 
liger,  consult  the  sensible  .remarks  upon  the  word  *  Aaifiwr  *  in  ParkhursVg  Oreei 
and  English  Lexicon,  to  the  New  Testament,  Svo.  edit.  1798.  In  the  Greek  lan- 
guage, it  is  equally  applied  to  an  aucomplished  and  unpriocipled  character. 
Homer  alone  vnll  furnish  a  himdred  instances  of  this. 

f  Mark  certain  expressions,  gentle  reader,  which  occur  in  the  notes  to  the  life 
of  Robin  Uood,  prefixed  to  the  ballads  which  go  under  his  name  :  1795.  2  vols.  8vo. 
— also  a  Dissertation  on  Romance  and  Minstrelsy  in  the  first  vol.  of  Ancient 
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love  of  paradox,  of  carelessness,  and  of  malice,  are 
equally  destructive  of  that  true  substantial  fame  which, 
as  connected  Mith  literature,  a  wise  and  an  honest 
man  would  wish  to  establish.  But  come;  the  dews  of 
evening  begin  to  fall  chilly ;  let  us  seek  the  house  of 
our  friend." 

As  Lysander  concluded  his  discourse,  we  turned, 
abruptly,  but  thoughtfully,  towards  my  cottage ;  and, 
making  the  last  circuit  of  the  gravel  walk,  Philemon 
stopped  to  listen  to  the  song  of  a  passing  rustic,  who 
seemed  to  be  uttering  all  the  joy  which  sometimes 
strongly  seizes  a  simple  heart.  "  I  would  rather,"  ex- 
claimed he,  **  be  this  poor  fellow,  chanting  his  ^  native 
wood-notes  wild,'  if  his  heart  know  not  guilt — than  the 
shrewdest  critic  in  the  universe,  who  could  neither  feel, 
nor  write,  good-naturedly !"  We  smiled  at  this  ejacula- 
tion ;  and  quickly  reached  the  house. 

The  fatigue  of  travelling  had  sharpened  the  appetites 
of  my  friends ;  and  at  a  moment  when,  as  the  inimitable 
Co^iTper  expresses  it, 

our  drawing-rooms  begin  to  blaze 
With  lights,  by  clear  reflection  multiplied 
From  many  a  mirror,  in  which  he  of  Gath, 
Goliath,  might  have  seen  his  giant  bulk 
Whole,  without  stooping,  towering  crest  and  all, 
Our  pleasures  too  h^gan ; 

Task,  b.  iv. 

but  they  were  something  more  rational  than  those  of 
merely  eating  and  drinking.  "  I  seldom  partake  of  this 
meal,"  observed  Philemon,  "without  thinking  of  the 
ommum-^atherum  bowl,  so  exquisitely  described  by  old 
Isaac  Walton.  We  want  here,  it  is  true,  the  *  sweet 
shady  arbour — the  contexture  of  woodbines,  sweet-briar, 
jessamine,  and  myrtle,'*  and  the    time    of   the    evening 

Mttrical  Romanea,  1802,  3  voIb.  8vo.  A  very  comroon  degree  of  shrewdness 
and  of  acquaintance  with  English  literature  will  show  that,  in  Meriander  and 
Sycorax,  are  described  honest  ToM  Warton  and  snarling  'mister'  Joseph  Ritson  I 

♦  CompUU  A  ngUr,  p.   835.     Bagster's  edit.  1808.     In  a  similar  style  of  de- 
icriptioD  are  "  the  faire  grove  and  sweto  walkes,  letticed  and  gardened  on  both 
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prevents  our  enjoying  it  without ;  but,  in  lieu  of  all 
this,  we  have  the  sight  of  books,  of  busts,  and  of  pic- 
tures. I  see  there  the  ponderous  folio  chronicles,  the 
genuine  quarto  romances,  and,  a  little  above,  a  glit- 
tering row  of  thin,  closely  -  squeezed,  ciuiously  -  gilt, 
volumes  of  original  plays.  As  we  have  finished  our 
supper,  let  us — "  "  My  friends,"  observed  I,  "  not  a 
finger  upon  a  book  to-night — to-morrow  you  may  ran- 
sack at  your  pleasure.  I  wish  to  pursue  the  conversa- 
tion commenced  by  Lysander,  as  we  were  strolling  in 
the  garden."  "  Agreed,"  replied  Philemon, — "  the  quiet- 
ness of  the  hour — ^the  prospect,  however  limited,  be- 
fore us— (for  I  shall  not  fail  to  fix  my  eyes  upon  a 
Froissart  printed  by  Verard,  or  a  portrait  painted  by 
Holbein,  while  you  talk) — every  thing  conspires  to 
render  this  discourse  congenial."  "As  you  have  re- 
minded me  of  that  pretty  description  of  a  repast  in 
Walton,"  resumed  Lysander,  "  I  will  preface  the  sequel 
to  my  conversation  by  drinking  a  glass  to  your  healths 
— and  so,  masters,  *  here  is  a  full  glass  to  you*  of  the 
liquor  before  us."  Lysander  then  continued,  "It  were 
to  be  wished  that  the  republic  or  region  of  Literaturb 
could  be  described  in  as  favourable  a  manner  as  Camden 
has  described  the  air,  earth,  and  sky,  of  our  OMnn 
country  ;*  but  I  fear  Milton's  terrific  description  of 
the  infernal  frozen  continent, 

beat  with  perpetual  forms 
Of  whirlwind  and  dire  hail, 

Par,  Lost,  b.  ii  v.  687. 

is  rather  applicable  to  it.     Having  endeavoured  to  shew, 
my  dear  friends,  that  the  passionate  love  of  hypothesis — 


sides/'  of  Mr.  Wardens  letter— describing  the  nunnery  of  Little  Gidding  in  Hun- 
tingdonshire.   See  Heame's  edit,  of  PeUr  LarigtofVs  Chronicle,  vol.  1.  p.  ex. 

*  "  The  ayre  is  most  temperate  and  wholesome,  sited  in  the  middest  of  the 
temperate  zone,  subject  to  no  stormes  and  tempests,  as  the  more  southeme  and 
northeme  are ;  but  stored  with  infinite  delicate  fowle.  For  water,  it  is  walled 
and  guarded  with  y*  ocean  most  commodious  for  trafficke  to  all  parts  of  the 
world,  and  watered  with  pleasant  fishful  and  navigable  rivers,  which  yeeld  safe 
havens  and  roads,  and  furnished  with  shipping  and  sailers,  that  it  may  rightly  be 
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(or  a  determination  to  make  every  man  think  and  believe 
as  we  do)  incorrigible  carelessness — and  equally  incor- 
rigible ill-natore — ^are  each  inimical  to  the  true  interests 

tenned  Thb  Ladt  or  the  Ska.  That  I  may  say  nothing  of  healthful  bathes, 
and  of  meares  stored  both  with  fish  and  fowl.  The  earth  fertile  of  all  kinde  of 
gnine,  manured  with  good  husbandry,  rich  in  minerall  of  coals,  tinne,  lead,  copper, 
not  without  gold  and  silver,  abimdant  in  pasture,  replenished  with  cattel,  both 
tame  and  wflde  (for  it  hath  more  parks  than  all  Europe  besides),  plentifully 
wooded,  proTidod  with  all  complete  provisions  of  war,  beautified  with  many 
pojpnloiaa  cities,  faire  boroughs,  good  towns,  and  well-built  villages,  strong 
monitions,  magnificent  palaces  of  the  prince,  stately  houses  of  the  nobilitie, 
frequent  hospitals,  beautiful  churches,  faire  colledges,  as  well  in  the  other  places 
as  in  the  two  Vnivendties.'*    Hemaifu,  p.  12.  edit.  1637. 

How  far  Camden  was  indebted  to  the  following  curious  description  of  our 
oountiy,  written  in  the  time  of  £dward  vj,  (of  which  I  shall  modernize  the 
orthography,)  the  reader  will  judge  for  himself.  The  running  title  of  the  work 
Is  "  Tka  DebaJU  between  the  [French  and  English]  Htraldt"  -8vo^  printed  in 
the  bl.  lett.    (In  the  possession  of  Mr.  Heber.) 

"  We  have  all  manner  of  grains,  and  fruits,  and  more  plenty  than  you  ;  for, 
thanked  be  God,  England  is  a  fruitful  and  plenteous  region,  so  that  we  have  some 
fruits  whereof  you  have  few ;  as  vardeitusy  quinces,  peaches,  medlers,  cheenuts, 
and  other  delicious  fruits  ;  serving  for  all  seasons  of  the  year ;  and  so  plenty  of 
pears  and  apples  that,  in  the  west  parts  of  England  and  Sussex,  they  make  perry 
and  cider,  aad  in  such  abimdance  that  they  convey  part  over  the  sea,  where,  by 
the  Monsieurs  of  France,  it  is  coveted  for  their  beverage  and  drinks." — Sign,  L, 
m\,  rev. 

"  We  have  in  Cornwall  and  Devonshire  (God  be  honoured)  the  richest  mines 
of  silver  and  tin  that  may  be,  also  in  Ireland  mines  of  silver,  in  Derbyshire  mines 
of  lead,  alabaster,  marble,  black  and  white.  In  Sussex,  Yorkshire,  and  Diu*ham, 
mines  of  iron,  coal,  slate,  and  freestone ;  and  in  every  shire  of  England,  generally 
quarries  of  hard  stone,  chalk,  and  flint :  these  be  commodities  honorable  and  not 
feigned,  being  of  such  estimation  that  France,  nor  other  realms,  may  well  forbear ; 
and  as  for  saltpetre,  there  is  sufficient  made  in  England  to  furnish  our  turn  for 
the  wars.  Also  we  have  hot  fountains  or  bathes,  which  you  nor  no  other  realms 
christened  have." — Sign.  L,  v.  rev.  If  ancient  Gildas  speak  the  truth,  Groat 
Britain  was  no  contemptible  place  twelve  hundred  years  ago— the  perio<l  when 
he  lived  and  wrote  his  lachrymable  history. 

"  The  iland  of  Britaine  placed  in  the  ballance  of  the  divine  poising  hand  (as 
they  call  it)  which  weigheth  the  whole  world,  almost  the  uttermost  bound  of  his 
earth  towards  the  South  and  West ;  extending  itself  from  the  South- West,  out 
towards  the  North  pole,  eight  hundred  miles  in  length  ;  and  containing  two  hun- 
dred in  breadth,  besides  the  fare  outstretched  forelands  of  sundry  promontories, 
embraced  by  the  embowed  bosomes  of  the  ocean  sea ;  with  whose  most  spacious, 
and  on  every  side  (saving  only  the  Southern  Streights,  by  which  we  sale  to  Gal- 
lehelgicke)  impassable  enclosure  (as  I  may  call  it)  she  is  strongly  defended ; 
enriched  with  the  mouths  of  two  noble  floods,  Thames  and  Seveme,  as  it  were 
two  armes  ( by  which  out-landish  commodities  have  in  times  past  been  transported 
into  the  same)  besides  other  rivers  of  lesser  account,  strengthened  with  eight  and 
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of  literature,  let  us  see  what  other  evil  qualities  there 

are  which  principally  firustrate  the    legitimate    view    of 
learning. 

"  In  the  example  of  Gonzalo,  with  whom  Philemon  is 
perfectly  well  acquainted,  a  remarkable  exemplification 
of  the  passion  of  Vanity  occurs.  I  recollect,  one  evening, 
he  came  rushing  into  a  party  where  I  sat,  screaming' 
with  the  extatic  joy  of  a  maniac — *  Ev/n/Ka,  EvpriKa' ;  and, 
throwing  down  a  scroll,  rushed  as  precipitately  out  of  the 
room.  The  scroll  was  of  vellum;  the  title  to  the  con- 
tents of  it  was  penned  in  golden  letters,  and  softly-painted 
bunches  of  roses  graced  each  comer.  It  contained  a 
sonnet  to  love,  and  another  to  friendship  ;  but  a  principal 
mistake  which  struck  us,  on  the  very  threshold  of  our 
critical  examination,  was  that  he  had  incorrectly  entitled 
these  sonnets.  Friendship  should  have  been  called  love, 
and  love,  friendship.  Wc  had  no  sooner  made  the  dis- 
covery than  Gonzalo  returned,  expecting  to  find  us  in 
like  ecstacies  with  himself! — We  gravely  told  him  that 
we  stumbled  at  the  very  threshold.  It  was  quite  sufficient 
— he  seized  his  sonnets  with  avidity — and,  crumpling  the 
roll  (after  essaying  to  tear  it)  thrust  it  into  his  pocket, 
and  retreated.  One  of  the  gentlemen  in  company  made 
the  following  remarks,  on  his  leaving  us :  ^  In  the  conduct 
of  Gonzalo  appears  a  strange  mixture  of  intellectual 
strength   and  intellectual  debility ;    of  wit   and  dulness ; 

twenty  cities,  and  some  other  castles,  not  meanly  fenced  with  fortroeses  of  walls, 
embattled  towers,  gates,  and  buildings  (whose  roofes  being  raised  aloft  with  a 
threatening  hugonesse,  were  mightily  in  their  aspiring  toppes  compaced)  adorned 
with  her  large  spreading  fields,  pleasant  seated  hils,  oven  framed  for  good  hus- 
bandry, which  over-masteroth  the  ground,  and  mountains  most  convenient  for  the 
changeable  pastures  of  cattell ;  whose  flowers  of  sundry  oollours,  troden  by  the 
feete  of  men,  imprint  no  unseemly  picture  on  the  same,  as  a  spouse  of  choice^ 
decked  with  divers  jewels ;  watered  with  cleere  fountains,  and  sundry  brokea, 
beating  on  the  snow-white  sands,  together  with  silver  streames  sliding  forth  with 
soft  sounding  noise,  and  leaving  a  pledge  of  sweet  savours  on  their  bordering 
bankes,  and  lakes  gushing  out  abundantly  in  cold  running  rivers.** — EpitiU  qf 
OUdoKy  Transl.  1638, 12mo.  p.  1,  after  the  prologue. 

Whoever  looks  into  that  amusing  and  prettily-printed  little  book,  '*  Bardaii 
Saij/riconf"  1629,  18mo,  will  find  a  description  of  Germany,  similar,  in  part,  to 
the  preceding.  —**  Glim  sylvis  et  incolis  fora,  nunc  oppidis  passim  insignis  ; 
nemoribus  <iuoque  <iuibus  immensistegebatur,  ad  usum  decusquo  castigatis."  p.  316. 


THE  EVENING  WALK.  13 

of  wisdom  and  folly ;  and  all  this  arises  chiefly  from  his 
mistaking  the  means  for  the  end — the  instrument  of 
achieving  for  the  object  achieved.  The  fondest  wish  of 
his  heart  is  literary  fame:  for  this  he  would  sacrifice 
every  thing.  He  is  handsome,  generous,  an  afiectionate 
son,  a  merry  companion,  and  is,  withal,  a  very  excellent 
belles-lettres  scholar.  Tell  him  that  the  ladies  admire 
him,  that  his  mother  doats  on  him,  and  that  his  friends 
esteem  him — and — ^keeping  back  the  vrished-for  eulogy  of 
literary  excellence — you  tell  him  of  nothing  which  he 
cares  for.  In  truth  he  might  attain  some  portion  of  in- 
t^ectual  reputation,  if  he  would  throw  aside  his  ridicu- 
lous habits.  He  mast,  as  soon  as  the  evening  shades 
prevail,  bum  wax  tapers — he  must  always  have  an  Argand 
lamp  lighted  up  before  him,  to  throw  a  picturesque  efiect 
upon  a  dark  wood  painted  by  Hobbima;— his  pens  must 
be  made  from  the  crow's  wing — his  wax  must  be  green — 
his  paper  must  be  thick  and  hot-pressed ;  and  he  must 
have  a  portfolio  of  the  choicest  bits  of  ancient  vellum 
that  can  be  procured — his  body  must  recline  upon  a 
chintz  sofa — his  foot  must  be  perched  upon  an  ottoman — 
in  short  he  must  have  every  thing  for  which  no  man  of 
common  sense  would  express  the  least  concern.  Can 
yoo  be  surprised,  therefore,  that  he  should  conmience 
his  sonnet  to  iiiendship  thus : 

Ohy  sweetest  softest  thing  that's  friendship  hight ! 

or  that  he  should  conceive  the  following  address  to  women, 
by  one  William  Groddard,  worthy  of  being  ranked  among 
the  most  beautiful  poetical  efforts  of  the  16th  century  : 

Stan  of  this  earthly  heaven,  you  whose  essence 
Composed  was  of  man's  purest  quintessence, 
To  you,  to  virtuous  you,  I  dedicate 
This  snaggy  sprig* '* 

♦  Prom  "A  Satirical  Dialogue,  <£?c.,  bef tpeene  Alexander  the  Orcai  and  that 
truidye  voman-hater  Diogynes.  Imprinted  in  the  low  countryes  for  all  such 
geotlewomen  as  are  not  altogether  idlo  nor  yet  well  occupyed/'  4to.  no  dato.  A 
itran^  composition  !  full  of  nervous  linos  and  pungent  satiro— but  not  free  from 
tho  gross  66 1  licentiousness. 
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"  Enough,"  exclaimed  Philemon — ^while  Lysander  paused 
a  little,  after  uttering  the  foregoing  in  a  rapid  and  glow- 
ing manner — "  enough  for  this  effemmate  vanity  in  man ! 
What  other  ills  have  you  to  enumerate,  which  assail  the 
region  of  literature  ?" — "  I  will  tell  you,"  replied  Lysander, 
"  another,  and  a  most  lamentable  evil,  which  perverts  the 
very  end  for  which  talents  were  given  us — and  it  is  in 
mistaking  and  misapplying  these  talents.  I  speak  with 
reference  to  the  individual  himself,  and  not  to  the  public. 
You  may  remember  how  grievously  Alfonso  bore  the  lot 
which  public  criticism,  with  one  voice,  adjudged  to  him ! 
This  man  had  good  natural  parts,  and  would  have 
abridged  a  history,  made  an  index,  or  analyzed  a  philo- 
sophical work,  with  great  credit  to  himself  and  advantage 
to  the  public.  But  he  set  his  heart  upon  eclipsing  Doctors 
Johnson  and  Jamieson.  He  happened  to  know  a  few 
etymons  more  correctly,  and  to  have  some  little  acquaint 
ance  with  black  letter  literature,  and  hence  thought  to 
give  more  weight  to  lexicographical  inquiries  than  had 
hitherto  distinguished  them.  But  how  miserably  he  was 
deceived  in  all  his  undertakings  of  this  kind  past  events 
have  sufficiently  shewn.  No,  my  good  Philemon,  to  be 
of  use  to  the  republic  of  literature,  let  us  know  our  situ- 
ations ;  and  let  us  not  fail  to  remember  that,  in  the  best 
appointed  army,  the  serjeant  may  be  of  equal  utility  with 
the  captain. 

"  I  will  notice  only  one  other,  and  a  very  great,  failing 
observable  in  literary  men — and  this  is  severity  and 
self-consequence.  You  will  find  that  these  severe  cha- 
racters generally  set  up  the  trade  of  Critics;  without 
attending  to  the  just  maxim  of  Pope,  that 

Ten  censure  wrong,  for  one  that  writes  amiss. 

With  them,  the  least  deviation  from  precise  correctness, 
the  most  venial  trippings,  the  smallest  inattention  paid 
to  doubtful  rules  and  equivocal  positions  of  criticism,  in- 
flames their  anger,  and  calls  forth  their  invectives.  Re- 
gardless of  the  sage  maxims  of  Cicero,  Quintilian,  and 
Horace,  they  not  only  disdain  the  sober  rules  which  their 
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ancient  brethren  have  wisely  laid  down,  and  hold  in*  con- 
tempt the  voice  of  the  public,*  but,  forgetting  the  subject 
which  they  have  undertaken  to  criticise,  they  push  the 
author  out  of  his  seat,  quietly  sit  in  it  themselves,  and 
fancy  they  entertain  you  by  the  gravity  of  their  deport- 
ment, and  their  rash  usurpation  of  the  royal  monosyllable 

*  Nos.'t  This  solemn  pronoun,  or  rather  *  plural  style,';}: 
my  dear  PhUemon,  is  ofte«times  usurped  by  a  half- 
starved  little  J,  who  sits  immured  in  the  dusty  recess  of 
a  garret,  and  who  has  never  known  the  society  nor  the 
language  of  a  gentleman ;  or  it  is  assumed  by  a  young 
graduate,  just  settled  in  his  chambers,  and  flushed  with 
the  triumph  of  his  degree  of  '  B.  A/,  whose  *  fond  con- 
ceyte'  [to  borrow  Master  Francis  Thynne's  §  terse  style,] 
is,  to  wrangle  for  an  asses  shadowe,  or  to  seke  a  Imott 
in  a  rushe !' 

"  For  my  part,"  continued  Lysander,  speaking  with  the 
most  unaffected  seriousness — "  for  my  part,  nothing  de- 
lights me  more  than  modesty  and  diffidence,  united  with 

*  strong  good  sense,  lively  imagination,  and  exquisite  sen- 
sibility,*||  whether  in  an  author  or  a  critic.  When  I  call 
to   mind  that  our  greatest  sages  have  concluded    their 


*  "  laterdum  vulgos rectum  vidot :"  says  Horace,— Eput.  lib,  ii.  ad,  Augutium, 

T.  6a. 

t  Vide  Rtmeri  /V»2em— passim. 

Z  A  Tery  recent,  and  very  respectable,  authority  has  furnished  me  with  this 
cxpreeBion. 

§  See  Mr.  Todd's  lUtutraUont  of  Gowerattd  Chaucer j  p.  10. 

H  It  is  said,  very  sensibly,  by  La  Bniyore,  I  will  allow  that  g-ood  writers  are 
Kcaroe  enough  ;  but  then  1  ask  where  are  the  people  that  know  how  to  read  and 
judge/  A  union  of  these  qualities,  which  dse  seldom  found  in  the  same  person, 
seems  to  be  indispensably  necessary  to  form  on  able  critic ;  he  ought  to  possess 
strong  good  sense,  liTely  imagination,  and  exquisite  sensibility.  And  of  these 
three  qualities,  the  last  is  the  most  important ;  since,  after  all  that  C€in  be  said  on 
the  utility  or  necessity  of  rules  and  precepts,  it  must  be  confessed  that  the  merit 
of  aU  works  of  genius  must  be  determined  by  taste  and  sentiment.  "  Why  do 
yoQ  so  much  admire  the  Helen  of  Zeuxis  V*  said  one  to  Nicostratus.  "  You 
would  not  wonder  why  I  so  much  admired  it  (replied  the  painter)  if  you  had  my 
vjm.** — Wabton  :  Note  to  Pope's  Essay  on  Criticism.  Pop^s  Workt,  vol.  i. 
196,  edit.  1806. 
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labours  with  doubt,  and  an  avowal  of  their  ignorance ; 
when  I  see  how  carefully  and  reverently  they  have  pushed 
forward  their  most  successful  inquiries ;  when  I  see  the 
great  Newton  pausing  and  perplexed  in  the  vast  world 
of  planets,  comets,  and  constellations,  which  were,  in 
a  measure,  of  his  own  creation — I  learn  to  soften  the 
asperity  of  my  critical  anathemas,  and  to  allow  to  an 
author  that  portion  of  fallibility  of  which  I  am  con- 
scious myself. 

**  I  see  then,"  rejoined  Philemon,  "  that  you  are  an 
enemy  to  Reviews."*  "  Far  from  it,"  replied  Lysander, 
"  I  think  them  of  essential  service  to  literature.  They 
hold  a  lash  over  ignorance  and  vanity ;  and,  at  any 
rate,  they  take  care  to  bestow  a  hearty  castigation 
upon  vicious  and  sensual  publications.  Thus  far  they 
do  good :  but,  in  many  respects,  they  do  ill — ^by  sub- 
stituting their  own  opinions  for  those  of  an  author ; 
by  judging  exclusively  according  to  their  own  previ- 
ously formed  decisions  in  matters  of  religion  and  po- 
litics ;  and  by  shutting  out  from  your  view  the  plan, 
and  real  tendency,  of  the  book  which  they  have  un- 
dertaken to  review,  and  therefore  ought  to  analjrze. 
It  is,  to  be  sure,  amusing  to  read  the  clamours  which 
have  been  raised  against  some  of  the  most  valuable, 
and  now  generally  received,  works  !  When  an  author 
recollects  the  pert    conclusion  of  Dr.    Kenrick's   review 


*  Tbeeai'liest  publications,  I  beliove,  in  this  country,  in  the  character  of  Reviews 
were  there  Weekly  MemoriaU  for  the  Ingenious,  &c.  Lond.  1683,  4t«. — and 
The  Univertal  Historical  Bibliotheque :  or  an  Account  of  most  of  the  oonsi' 
derable  Books  printed  in  all  Languages,  in  the  Month  of  January  1686.  London, 
1687,  4to.  Fire  years  afterwards  came  forth  The  Young  Student's  Libroiry,  by 
the  Athenian  Society,'  1692,  folio,  **  a  kind  of  common  theatre  where  every  person 
may  act,  or  take  such  part  as  pleases  him  best,  and  what  he  does  not  like  he 
may  pass  over,  assuring  himself  that,  every  one's  judgment  not  being  like  his^ 
another  may  chuse  what  ho  mislikes,  and  so  every  one  may  be  pleased  in  their 
turns.'  Pref.  A  six  weeks'  frost  is  said  to  have  materially  delayed  the  publication. 
After  these,  in  the  subsequent  century,  appeared  the  Old  and  New  Memoirs  of 
Literature ;  then,  the  Worit*  of  the.  Learned ;  upon  which  was  built,  eclipsing 
every  one  that  had  precoodod  it,  and  not  excelled  by  any  subsequent  similar 
critical  journal,  The  Monthly  Review. 
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€t  Dr.  Johnson's  Tour  to  the  Hebrides,*  he  need  not 
fear  the  flippancy  of  a  reviewer's  wit,  as  decisive  of 
the  fate  of  his  publication ! 

**  It  is  certainly, "  pursued  Lysander,  "  a  very  prolific 
age  of  knowledge.  There  never  was,  at  any  one  period 
of  the  world,  so  much  general  understanding  abroad. 
The  common  receptacles  of  the  lower  orders  of  people 
present,  in  some  degree,  intellectual  scenes.  I  mean, 
that  collision  of  logic,  and  comiscation  of  wit,  which 
arise  from  the  perusal  of  a  newspaper ;  a  production, 
by-the-bye,  upon  which  Cowper  has  conferred  immor- 
tality.+  You  may  remember,  when  we  were  driven  by 
a  sharp  tempest  of  hail  into  the  small  public-house 
which  stands  at  the  comer  of  the  heath — what  a  logo- 
machy — ^what  a  war  of  words  did  we  hear!  and  all 
about  sending  troops  to  the  north  or  south  of  Spain, 
and  the  justice  or  injustice  of  the  newly-raised  prices 
of  admission  to  Covent  Garden  theatre ! !  X  The  stage- 
coach, if  you  recollect,  passed  by  quickly  after  our 
having  drunk  a  tumbler  of  warm  brandy  and  water  to 
preserve  ourselves  firom  catching  cold ;  and  into  it  glad 
enough  we  were  to  tumble !  We  had  no  sooner  begun 
to  be  tolerably  comfortable  and  composed  than  a  grave 
old  gentleman  commenced  a  most  furious  Philippic 
against  the  prevailing  studies,  politics,  and  religion  of 
the  day — and,  in  truth,  this  man  evinced  a  wonderfully 
retentive  memory,  and  a  fair  share  of  powers  of  argu- 

*  After  all,  said  the  reviewing  Doctor,  we  are  of  opiDioD,  with  the  author 
himedfy  that  this  publication  contains  '  the  sentiments  of  one  who  has  seen  but 
little :'  meaniDg,  thereby,  that  the  book  was  hardly  worth  perusal  1  What  has 
become  of  the  said  Dr.  Kenriok  now?  We  will  not  ask  the  same  question  about 
the  said  Db.  JoHirsoir ;  whose  works  are  upon  the  shelf  of  every  reading  man  ol 
sense  and  virtue. 

t  See  the  opening  the  fourth  book  of  "The  Task;**  a  picture  perfectly 
ori^pnal  and  unrivalled  in  its  maimer. 

$  It  is  not  lees  true,  than  surprising,  that  the  ridiculous  squabbles,  which  dis- 
graced both  this  theatre  and  the  metropolis,  have  been  deemed  deserving  of  a 
nggular  series  of  publications  in  the  shape  of  numborti-l,  2,  3,  &u.  As  if  the 
subject  had  not  been  sufficiently  well  handled  in  the  lively  sallies  and  brilliant 
loaches  of  aatire  which  had  before  appeared  upon  it  in  the  MonVdy  Min'or  ! 

C 
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ment;  bringing  everything,  however,  to  the  standard 
of  his  own  times.  It  was  in  vain  we  strove  to  edge  in 
the  great  Whig  and  Tory  Reviews  of  the  northern  and 
southern  hemispheres  !  The  obdurate  champion  of  other 
times  would  not  listen  a  moment,  or  stir  one  inch^  in 
favour  of  these  latter  publications.  When  he  quitted 
us,  we  found  that  he  was  a  *  *  *  of  considerable  con- 
sequence in  the  neighbourhood,  and  had  acquired  his 
fortune  firom  the  superior  sagacity  and  integrity  he  had 
displayed  in  consequence  of  having  been  educated  at 
the  free-school  in  the  village  of  ******,  one  of  the 
few  public  schools  in  this  kingdom  which  has  not 
frustrated  the  legitimate  views  of  its  pious  founder^ 
by  converting  that  into  a  foppish  and  expensive  esta- 
blishment which  was  at  once  designed  as  an  asylum 
for  the  poor  and  an  academy  to  teach  wisdom  and 
good  morals." 

Philemon  was  about  to  reply,  with  his  usual  warmth 
and  quickness,  to  the  latter  part  of  these  remarks — as 
bearing  too  severely  upon  the  eminent  public  seminaries 
within  seventy  miles  of  the  metropolis — but  Lysander, 
guessing  his  intentions  from  his  manner  and  attitude, 
cut  the  dialogue  short  by  observing  that  we  did  not 
meet  to  discuss  subjects  of  a  personal  and  irritable  na- 
ture, and  which  had  already  exercised  the  wits  of  two 
redoubted  champions  of  the  church — but  that  our  object, 
and  the  object  of  all  rational  and  manly  discussion, 
was  to  state  opinions  with  frankness,  without  intend- 
ing to  wound  the  feelings,  or  call  forth  the  animad- 
versions, of  well-meaning  and  respectable  characters. 
"  I  know,"  continued  he,  "  that  you,  Philemon,  have 
been  bred  in  one  of  these  establishments,  under  a 
man  as  venerable  for  his  years  as  he  is  eminent  for 
his  talents  and  worth ;  who  employs  the  leisure  of 
dignified  retirement  in  giving  to  the  world  the  result 
of  his  careful  and  profound  researches ;  who,  drinking 
largely  at  the  fountain  head  of  classical  learning,  and 
hence  feeling  the  renovated  vigour  of  youth  (^^ithout 
having    recourse    to    the    black    art    of    a    Cornelius 
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Agrippa*),  circumnavigates  *  the  Erythrean  sea' — ^then, 
ascending  the  vessel  of  Nearchus,  he  coasts  'from 
Indus  to  the  Euphrates' — and  explores  with  an  ardent 
eye  what  is  curious  and  what  is  precious,  and  trea- 
sures in  his  sagacious  mind  what  is  most  likely  to 
gratify  and  improve  his  fellow-countrymen.  A  rare 
and  eminent  instance  this  of  the  judicious  application 
of  acquired  knowledge! — and  how  much  more  likely 
is  it  to  produce  good,  and  to  secure  solid  fame,  than 
to  fritter  away  one's  strength,  and  undermine  ^ne's 
health,  in  perpetual  pugilistic  contests  with  snarling 
critics,  dull  commentators,  and  foul-mouthed  philo- 
logists." 

Philemon  heartily  assented  to  the  truth  of  these  re- 
marks ;    and,  more  than  once,  interrupted  Lysander  in 

*  Let  him  who  wishes  to  be  regaled  in  a  dull  dreary  night— when  the  snow 
is  heavily  faUing,  and  the  wind  whistles  hollowly — open  those  leaves  of  Bayle's 
ffisiorical  and  Biographical  Dictionary  which  relate  to  this  extraordinary  cha- 
racter ;  and  see  there  how  adroitly  Agrippa  is  defended  against  the  accusation 
of  *'  haying  two  devils  attending  him  in  the  shape  of  two  little  dogs — one  of 
them  being  called  Monsieur,  and  the  other  Mademoiselle" — "  whereas  Paiilus 
Jovius,  Thevet,  &c.,  speak  only  of  one  dog,  and  never  mention  his  name." 
Vol.  L  867, 361 ;  edit.  1786, 10  vols,  folio. 

The  bibliographer,  who  wishes  to  be  master  of  the  most  curious  and  rare 
editions  of  his  works,  may  go  from  Bayle  to  Clement,  and  from  Clement  to 
Vogt.  He  must  beware  of  the  castrated  Lyons'  editions  "per  Beringos  fratres" 
— against  one  of  which  Bayle  declaims,  and  produces  a  specimen  (quite  to  his 
own  liking)  of  the  passage  suppressed  .-—another,  of  a  similar  kind,  is  adduced 
by  Vogt  (edit.  1798,  pp.  19,  20) ;  who  tells  us,  however,  that  an  edition  of  1544, 
8vo.,  without  mention  of  place  or  printer— and  especially  a  Cologne  edition  of 
1598,  by  Hierat,  in  12mo.— exhibits  the  like  castrations;  p.  20.  This  has 
escaped  Clement,  learned  as  he  is  upon  the  Lyons'  editions,  voL  i.  94,  95,  96. 
Bauer  {Bibl,  Ltbr,  Rarior.)  is  here  hardly  worth  consulting ;  and  the  compilers 
of  the  celebrated  Nouveau  Diet  Historique  (Caen  edit.  1789,  vol.  i.  p.  7.  Art. 
Agrippa)  deserve  censure  for  the  recommendation  of  these  Lyons'  editions  only. 

Agrippa's  "  Vanity  of  Soibnoes"  was  first  published  at  Antwerp  in  4to.  1580  ; 
a  book,  upon  the  rarity  of  which  bibliographers  delight  to  expatiate.  His 
"OcxJULT  Philosopht"— according  to  Bayle,  in  1581  (at  least,  the  Elector  of 
Cologne  had  seen  several  printed  leaves  of  it  in  this  year),  but  according  to  Vogt 
and  Bauer,  in  1533.— There  is  no  question  about  the  edition  of  1533 ;  of  which 
Vogt  tells  us,  "An  Euglishman,  residing  at  Frankfort,  anxiously  sought  for  a 
copy  of  it,  offering  fifty  crowns  (imperiales)  and  more,  without  success. "  All  the 
editions  in  Agrippa's  life-time  (before  1536)  are  considered  uncastrated,  and  the 
best.  It  should  not  be  foi^otten  that  Brucker,  in  his  Hist.  Crit.  Phil.,  has  given 
a  masterly  account  of  Agrippa,  and  an  analysis  of  his  works. 

c  2 
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his  panegTiical  peroration  by  his  che^rings:*  for  he 
had,  in  his  youth  (as  was  before  observed),  been  in- 
structed by  the  distinguished  character  upon  whom  the 
eulogy  had  been  pronounced. 

The  effort  occasioned  by  the  warmth  in  discussing 
such  interesting  subjects  nearly  exhausted  Lysander — 
when  it  was  judged  prudent  to  retire  to  rest  Each  had 
his  chamber  assigned  to  him ;  and  while  the  chequered 
moon^beam  played  upon  the  curtains  and  the  wall, 
through  the  half-opened  shutter,  the  minds  of  Lysander 
and  Philemon  felt  a  correspondent  tranquillity;  and 
sweet  were  their  slumbers  till  the  moraing  shone  ftiU 
upon  them. 

*  Tblt  word  ia  almost  pecuHar  to  onr  own  aoanti;,  and  maani  a  Tshsment 
dcgt«s  of  ftpplaiue.  It  a  generally  uaad  pierioaa  to,  and  daring,  a  oootett  of 
any  kind  -vhatber  by  men  in  r«d  ooats,  or  bine  coata,  or  blaok  ooata — npon 
land,  upon  watar,  or  wlUiiD  doon.  Sren  tba  walla  of  St.  Stephan'i  ohapal 
frequsndy  eeho  to  the  "load  cheering^'  of  mkm  kind  or  other.  Baa  arery 
nenpaper  on  enrj  important  debate. 


PART  IL 

Ct)e  Cafitnet 

OUTUNE  OF  FOREIGN  AND  DOMESTIC  BIBLIOGRAPHY. 


Oondflom  the  dalM  of  elden  great  or  nnaU, 

And  then  blurre  oat  the  conne  of  preeent  tyme : 

Out  one  age  down,  and  ao  doe  orethrow  all. 

And  bone  the  bookea  of  printed  proee  or  ryme : 

Who  ahAll  beleere  he  nilea,  or  ahe  doth  reign, 

In  tjmt  to  come.  If  writera  looee  their  palneT 

The  pen  recorda  tyme  paat  and  preaent  both : 

Skill  Mnga  fborth  bookea,  and  bookea  la  norae  to  troth. 

Chubcbtard*8  tVortkineuuf  Wale*, 

p.  18,  edit  me. 


me  Cabinet 
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jMtaUna  olMKnli  roleloltDt 

tetenip.n 

HU[t  mlg  iDlsnlx. 

lent  Tutiu  lu  i)l«ui, 

Qb-Q  n'at  nun 

qui  Dtm  tttU,  \oit 

li 

Etlsb 

in  Bolell  der  lolsolt. 

roUioIetit  par  llsai 

pnli  I'nn  Vuitn 

X  rwtriiwe  >  qu 

mlBoli  misuli. 

Comm 

nituw  Is  duLult 

>■  Chibtiir,  Pull,  IBIT,  Ito.  p.  6M. 

-  UCHisthelivelydescription 
of  a  spring:  mornLng,in  the 
opening  of  Alain  Chartier's 
"livre  des  quatre  dames  ;" 
and,  excepting  tlie  violets, 
'  such  description  conveycfla 
pretty  accurate  idea  of  the 
scenery  which  presented  it- 
self", from  the  cabinet  win- 
dow, to  the  eyes  of  Lysander  and  Philemon. 

Phil.  How  delightful,  ray  dear  friend,  are  the 
objects  which  we  have  before  our  eyes,  within  and 
without  doors  !  The  freshness  of  the  morning  air, 
of  which  we  have  just  been  partaking  in  yonder 
field,  was  hardly  more  reviving  to  my  senses 
than  is  the  sight  of  this  exquisite  cabinet  of 
bibliographical  works,  adorned  with  small  busts 
and  whole-length  iiguras  from  the  antique !  You 
see  these  precious  books  are  bound  chiefly  in 
Morocco,  or  Russia  leather  :  and  the  greater  part 
of  them  appear  to  be  printed  upon  large  paper. 
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Lysand.  Our  fiiend  makes  these  books  a  sort  of 
hobby-horsey  and  perhaps  mdulges  his  vanity  in  them  to 
excess.    They  are  undoubtedly  useful  in  their  way. 

Phil.    You  are  averse  then  to  the  study  of  bibliography  ? 

Lysand.  By  no  means.  I  have  already  told  you  of 
my  passion  for  books,  and  cannot,  therefore,  dislike 
bibliography.  I  think,  with  Lambinet,  that  the  greater 
part  of  bibliographical  works  are  sufficiently  dry  and 
soporific  :*  but  I  am  not  insensible  to  the  utility,  and 
even  entertainment,  which  may  result  firom  a  proper 
cultivation  of  it — although  both  De  Bure  and  Peignot 
appear  to  me  to  have  gone  greatly  beyond  the  mark,  in 
lauding  this  study  as  ^'one  of  the  piost  attractive  and 
vast  pursuits  in  which  the  human  mind  can  be  engaged.''  f 

Phil.  But  to  know  what  books  are  valuable  and  what 
are  worthless ;  their  intrinsic  and  extrinsic  merits ;  their 
rarity,  beauty,  and  particularities  of  various  kinds ;  and 
the  estimation  in  which  they  are  consequently  held  by 
knowing  men — these  things  add  a  zest  to  the  gratification 
we  feel  in  even  looking  upon  and  handling  certain  volumes. 

Lysand.  It  is  true,  my  good  Philemon ;  because 
knowledge  upon  any  subject,  however  trivial,  is  more 
gratifying  than  total  ignorance  ;  and  even  if  we  could  cut 
and  string  cherry-stones,  like  Cowper's  rustic  boy,  it 
would  be  better  than  brushing  them  aside,  without 
knowing  that  they  could  be  converted  to  such  a  purpose. 
Hence  I  am  always  pleased  with  Le  Long's  reply  to  the 
caustic  question  of  Father  Malebranche,  when  the  latter 
asked  him,  **  how  he  could  be  so  foolish  as  to  take  such 
pains  about  settling  the  date  of  a  book,  or  making 
himself  master  of  trivial  points  of  philosophy !"~"  Truth 
is  so  delightful,"  replied  Le  Long,  **  even  in  the  most 

•  Reehereka,  Ac.,  tur  V  Origiiu  de  V  Imprtmerie  :  Introd.  p.  x.  Lambinet  adds 
▼ery  justly,  "  L*  art  oonsiste  k  les  rendre  supportables  par  des  objets  Tari^s  de 
litt^rature,  de  oritique,  d'  anecdotes,"  &c. 

f  See  tbe  "  Discours  sur  la  Science  Biblio^fraphique,"  ko.,  in  the  eighth  to- 
lume  of  De  Bure's  Bibl.  Instnui,  and  Peignot's  Dictionnaire  Raitonni  de  Biblu 
lolgie,  Tol.  i.  p.  50.  The  passage,  in  the  former  authority,  beginning  "  Sans  oesse  '* 
— p.  zvj.  —would  almost  warm  the  benumbed  heart  of  a  thorough-bred  mathema- 
tician, and  induce  him  to  exchange  his  Euclid  for  De  Bure  !  I 
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trivial  matters,  that  we  must  neglect  nothing  to  discover 
her."  This  reply,  to  a  man  who  was  writing,  or  had 
written,  an  essay  upon  truth  was  admirable.  Mons.  A.  6. 
Camus,  a  good  scholar,  and  an  elegant  bibliographer,  [of 
whom  you  will  see  some  account  in  ^*Les  SiecksLUte- 
rcdres  de  la  France,'*]  has,  I  think,  ''placed  the  study  of 
bibliography  in  a  just  point  of  view  ;  and  to  his  observa- 
tions, in  the  first  volume  of  the  '^Menwires  de  FlnsHtut 
National,"  I  must  refer  you.* 

*  LyiaDder  bad  probably  tbe  following  paaiage  more  paiticularly  in  reoolloc- 
tion  ;  -wbicb,  it  must  be  oonfeseedi  bean  sofBoiently  bard  upon  fanciful  and  osten- 
tatious oollectors  of  books.  "  [II  y  a]  deux  sortes  de  connoissance  des  livres : 
Tune  qui  se  renfenne  presque  uniquement  dans  les  dehors  et  la  forme  du  livre, 
pour  appr^er,  d'apr^  sa  date,  d'apr^  la  oaract^re  de  Timpressiony  d'apr^  oer- 
taines  notes,  quelquefois  seulement  d'apr^  \me  erreur  typograpbiquei  les  quality 
qui  le  font  ranger  dans  la  olasse  des  lirres  rares  ob  curieux,  et  qui  fixent  sa  yaleur 
pecuniaire :  Tautre  genre  de  connoissanoe  oonsiBte  k  ssToir  quels  sont  les  livres 
les  plus  propren  k  instruire,  oeux  ob  les  sigets  sont  le  plus  clairement  pr^sent^  et 
le  plus  prof  ondement  discut^ ;  les  ouvrages  k  Taide  desquels  il  est  possible  de  saisir 
rorigfne  de  la  science,  de  la  suivre  dans  ses  d^veloppemens,  d*atteindre  le  point 
actuel  de  la  perfection.  Sans  doute  il  seroit  ayantsgeux  que  ces  deux  genres  de 
connoisances  fussent  toujours  r^unis:  Texp^rienoe  montre  qu'ils  le  sont  rairement ; 
I'exp^rience  montre  encore  que  le  premier  des  deux  genres  a  4t/6  plus  cnltiv^  qua 
le  seoond.  Nous  poes^ons,  sur  Vindication  des  llyres  ourieux  et  rares,  sur  lea 
antiquity  et  les  bijoux  litteraires,  si  Ton  me  permet  d*  employer  cette  expression, 
des  instructions  meilleures  que  nous  n'en  arons  sur  les  livres  propres  k  instruire 
f onci^rement  des  sciences.  En  recbercbant  la  cause  de  oette  difference,  on  la 
trouvera  peut-dtre  dans  la  passion  que  des  bommes  ricbes  et  Tains  out  montr^o 
pour  poBs^der  des  livres  sans  dtre  en  ^tat  de  les  lire,  n  a  fallu  cr^er  pour  eux 
une  sorte  de  bibliotbeque  compost  d'objets  qui,  sous  la  forme  exterieurede  livrea, 
ne  fussent  r^ellement  que  des  raret^,  des  objets  de  curiosity,  qu'on  ne  lit  pas,  mais 
que  tantdt  on  regarde  avec  complaisance,  tantdt  en  montre  avec  ostentation ;  et 
comme  apr^  cela  c'est  presque  toujours  le  gotit  des  personnes  en  ^tat  de  r^oom- 
penser  qui  dirige  le  but  des  travailleurs,  on  ne  doit  pas  dtre  surpris  qu'on  se  soit 
plus  occupy  d'indiquer  aux  bommes  ricbes  dont  je  parle,  des  raret^s  k  acqu^rir, 
ou  de  vanter  celles  qu'ils  avoient  rassembMes,  que  de  f aciliter,  par  des  indications 
utiles,  les  travaux  des  bommes  studieux  dont  on  n'attendoit  aucune  recompense." 
MemoiretdeF  InstUut,  voL  L  664.  Bee  also  tbe  similar  remarks  of  Jard€,  in  the 
"  Precis  sur  les  Bibliotbeques,'*  prefixed  to  Fonmier's  IHeL  portat\f,  d$  Biblio' 
graphie,  edit.  1809. 

Something  like  tbe  same  animadversions  may  be  found  in  a  useful  book  printed 
nearly  two  centuries  before :  "  Non  enim  cogitant  quales  ipsi,  sed  qualibus  induti 
vestibus  sint,  et  quanta  pompa  remm  fortunsBque  pnsfulgeant — sunt  enim  om- 
nino  ridiculi,  qui  in  nuda  librorum  quantumvis  selectissimorum  multitudino 
gloriantur,  et  \nde  doctos  sese  atque  admiraudos  esse  persuadent."  Draudius : 
BtbliotA/eea  Clastiea,  ed.  1611.  Epist.  ad.  Lect.  Spiselius  bas  also  a  good  pas- 
sage upon  tbe  subject,  in  bis  description  of  Book-Gluttons  ("  Helluones  libronim"): 
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Phil.  1  may  want  time,  and  probably  inclination^  to 
read  these  observations :  and,  at  any  rate,  I  should  be 
better  pleased  with  your  analysis  of  them. 

Lysand.  That  would  lead  me  into  a  wide  field  indeed  ; 
and,  besides,  our  friend — ^who  I  see  walking  hastily  up 
the  garden — is  impatient  for  his  breakfast;  'tis  better, 
therefore,  that  we  satisfy  just  now  an  appetite  of  a 
difierent  kind. 

Phil.  But  you  promise  to  renew  the  subject  afterwards? 

Lysand.  I  will  make  no  such  promise.  If  our  fyuce- 
tious  firiend  Lisardo,  who  is  expected  shortly  to  join  us, 
should  happen  to  direct  our  attention  and  die  discourse 
to  the  sale  of  Malvolio's  busts  and  statues,  what  favour- 
able opportunity  do  you  suppose  could  present  itself  for 
handling  so  unpromising  a  subject  as  bibliography  ? 

Phil.  Well,  well,  let  us  hope  he  will  not  come :  or,  if 
he  does,  let  us  take  care  to  carry  the  point  by  )Et  majority 
of  votes.     I  hear  the  gate  bell  ring  :  'tis  Lisardo,  surely  ! 

Three  minutes  afterwards,  Lisardo  and  myself,  who 
met  in  the  passage  from  opposite  doors,  entered  the 
Cabinet.  Mutual  greetings  succeeded  :  and,  after  a  hearty 
breakfast,  the  conversation  was  more  systematically 
renewed. 

Lis.  I  am  quite  anxious  to*  give  you  a  description  of 
the  fine  things  which  were  sold  at  Malvolio's  mansion 
yesterday  !  Amongst  colossal  Minervas,  and  pigmy  fauns 
and  satyrs,  a  magnificent  set  of  books,  in  ten  or  twelve 
folio  volumes  (I  forget  the  precise  number)  in  Morocco 
binding,  was  to  be  disposed  of. 

Lysand.    The  Clementine  and  Florentine  museums  ? 

Lis.  No  indeed — ^a  much  less  interesting  work.  A 
catalogue  of  the  manuscripts  and  printed  books  in  the 
library  of  the  French  king,  Louis  the  fifteenth.  It  was 
odd  enough  to  see  such  a  work  in  such  a  sale  ! 

Phil.  You  did  not  probably  bid  ten  guineas  for  it, 
Lisardo? 

"  cum  immensa  pen^  Ubrorum  sit  moltitudo  et  Tarietas,  fieri  non  potest,  quio 
eorum  opibus  ditescere  desideraos  (hseres),  non  assiduam  longamquo  lectionem 
adhibeat."    Infelix  LUeratus,  p.  296,  edit.  1680,  8to. 
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Lis.  Not  ten  shillings.  What  should  I  do  with  such 
books  ?  You  know  I  have  a  mortal  aversion  to  them,  and 
to  every  thing  connected  with  bibliographical  learning. 

Phil.  That  arises,  I  presume,  firom  your  profound 
knowledge  of  the  subject;  and,  hence,  finding  it,  as 
Solomon  found  most  pursuits,  ^*  vanity  of  vanities,  and 
vexation  of  spirit." 

Lis.  Not  so,  truly !  I  have  taken  an  aversion  to  it 
fix>m  mere  whim  and  fancy:  or  rather  firom  downright 
ignorance. 

Phil.  But  I  suppose  you  would  not  object  to  be  set 
right  upon  any  subject  of  which  you  are  ignorant  or 
misinformed?  You  don't  mean  to  sport  hereditary 
aversions,  or  hereditary  attachments  ? 

Lis.  Why,  perhaps,  something  of  the  kind.  My  father, 
who  was  the  best  creature  upon  earth,  happened  to  come 
into  the  possession  of  a  huge  heap  of  catalogues  of 
private  collections,  as  well  as  of  booksellers'  books — and 
I  remember,  on  a  certain  fifth  of  November,  when  my 
little  hands  could  scarcely  grasp  the  lamplighter's 
link  that  he  bade  me  set  fire  to  them,  and  shout  forth — 
"  Long  live  the  King !" — ever  since  I  have  held  them 
in  sovereign  contempt. 

Phil.  I  love  the  king  too  well  to  suppose  that  his  life 
could  have  been  lengthened  by  any  such  barbarous  act. 
You  were  absolutely  a  little  Chi  Ho-am-ti,  or  Omar  !* 

*  Pope,  in  his  Dunciad,  has  treated  the  conflagration  of  the  two  great  ancient 
libraries,  with  his  usual  poetical  skill : 

**  Far  eastward  cast  thine  eye,  from  whence  the  sun 
And  orient  Science  their  bright  course  begun : 
One  god-like  monarch  all  that  pride  confounds. 
He,  whose  long  wall  the  wandering  Tartar  bounds ; 
Heavens  !  what  a  pile  1  whole  ages  perish  there, 
And  one  bright  blaze  turns  Learning  into  air. 
Thence  to  the  south  extend  thy  gladden'd  eyes ; 
»  There  rival  flames  with  equal  glory  rise. 

From  shelves  to  shelves  see  greedy  Vulcan  roll. 
And  lick  up  all  their  Phtbio  or  TfiE  Soul." 
"  Chi  Ho-am-ti,  Emperor  of  China,  the  same  who  built  the  great  wall  be- 
tween China  and  Tartary,  destroyed  all  the  books  and  learned  men  of  that 
empire." 
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Perhaps  you  were  not  aware  that  his  majesty  is  in  pos- 
session of  many  valuable  books,  which  are  described  with 
great  care  and  accuracy  in  some  of  these  very  catalogues. 

Lis«  The  act,  upon  reflection,  was  no  doubt  sufficiently 
foolish.    But  why  so  warm  upon  the  subject  ? 

Lysand.  Let  me  defend  Philemon  ;  or  at  least  account 
for  his  zeal.  Just  before  you  came  in,  he  was  leading 
me  to  give  him  some  account  of  the  risb  and  progress 
OP  Bibliography  ;  and  was  fearftd  that,  from  your  noted 
aversion  to  the  subject,  you  would  soon  cut  asunder  the 
thread  of  our  conversation. 

Lis.  If  you  can  convert  me  to  be  an  admirer  of  such  a 
subject,  or  even  to  endure  it,  you  will  work  wonders ;  and, 
unless  you  promise  to  do  so,  I  know  not  whether  I  shall 
suffer  you  to  begin. 

.  Phil.  Begin,  my  dear  Lysander.  A  mind  disposed  to 
listen  attentively  is  sometimes  half  converted.  O,  how 
I  shall  rejoice  to  see  this  bibliographical  incendiary 
going  about  to  buy  up  copies  of  the  very  works  which 
he  has  destroyed  !    Listen,  I  entreat  you,  Lisardo. 

Lis.  I  am  all  attention  ;  for  I  see  the  clouds  gathering 
in  the  south,  and  a  gloomy,  if  not  a  showery,  mid-day, 
promises  to  darken  this  beauteous  morning.  'Twill  not 
be  possible  to  attend  the  antiques  at  Malvolio's  sale. 

Lysand.  Whether  the  sun  shine,  or  the  showers  fall, 
I  will  make  an  attempt — not  to  convert,  but  to  state 
simple  truths  :  provided  you  "  lend  me  your  ears." 

Phil.  And  our  hearts  too.  Begin  :  for  the  birds  drop 
their  notes,  and  the  outlines  of  the  distant  landscape  are 
already  dimmed  by  the  drizzling  rain. 

Lysand.  You  call  upon  me  as  formally  as  the  shep- 
herds call  upon  one  another  to  sing  in  Virgil's  eclogues. 
But  I  will  do  my  best. 

It  is  gratifying  to  the  English  nation — whatever  may 

"The  caliph,  Omar  I.  having  conquered  Egypt^  caused  his  general  to  born 
the  Ptolemean  library,  on  the  gates  of  which  was  this  inscription :  "  ^i^XHZ 
IATPEION:"  "Ths  Phtsio  or  thb  Soul."  Warburton*s  note.  The  laafc 
editor  of  Pope's  works,  (vol.  ▼.  214.)  might  have  referred  us  to  the  very  ingenio\ui 
o6eervations  of  Oibbon,  upon  the  probability  of  this  latter  event  :  see  his 
**  Decliiuand  Fall  oJthtJUman,  Empire,"  vol  ix.  4i0,  &c 
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have  been  the  strictures  of  foreigners*  upon  the  paucity 
of  their  bibliographico-literary  works  in  the  16th  century 
— that  the  earliest  printed  volume  upon  the  love  and 
advantages   of  book-collecting  was  the  PkUobibUonf  of 

*  "AngUoa  gens  longe  fuit  negUgentior  in  ooDsigDandis  IngeDiomm  monii- 
mentis;  nihil  enim  ab  illia  prodiit,  quod  mereatur  nominari,  com  tamen  lint 
extentqne  pene  innnmera  ingenioesime  gentis  in  omnibos  doctrinia  scripta,  pro- 
deantque  quotidie,  tarn  Latina,  qnam  Ternacola  lingua^  plura,"  Morhof :  Polykid. 
LiUrar.  toL  i  205,  edit.  1747. 

Beimmannoa  carries  his  striotnrea,  upon  the  jealousy  of  foreigners  at  the  sucoesi 
of  the  Germans  in  bibliography,  with  a  high  hand:  ^'Bingantur  Itali,  nasum 
inourvent  Galli,  snperoilium  adducant  Hiipani,  sdta  cayilla  sentnt  Britanni, 
frendeant,  spument,  baochentur  ii  omnes,  qui  praetantiam  Musarum  Gibmaki- 
OABUM  limis  oonlis  aspidunt,"  &o.— "hoo  tamen  oertum,  flrmum,  ratum,  et 
inooncussum  est,  Gxrmanos  primes  fuine  in  Bep.  Literaria,  qui  Indices  Libromm 
Generales,  Spedales  etSpeoialissimos  oonficere,  &c  annisi  sunt"— A  little  further, 
however,  he  speaks  respectfully  of  our  James,  Hyde,  and  Bemhard,  See  his 
ably-written  Bibl.  AeroaimaJtiofi,  pp.  1,.6. 

f  "Sivede  Amore  Librorum,"  The  first  edilioDi  hitherto  so  acknowledged,  of 
this  entertaining  work,  was  printed  at  Spires^  by  John  and  Conrad  Hist,  in  1488. 
4to.  a  book  of  great  rarity— according  to  .Clement^  vol.  ▼.  486 ;  Bauer  {SuppL 
BibL  Libr.  Bariar,  pt.  i  276) ;  Haiohelios,  p.  127 ;  and  Morhof,  vol.  L  187. 
Mons.  De  La  Sema  Saatander  has  assigned  the  date  of  1478  to  this  edition : 
see  his  Diet  BibUog.  Ckou,  toI.  ii.  267,— but»  above  all,  consult  Clement— to 
whom  Panser,  toI  iii.  p.  22,  very  properly  refers  his  readers.  And  yet  some  of 
QementTs  authorities  do  not  exactly  bear  him  out  In  the  identification  of  this 
impression.  Ifattaire,  vol.  i.  449,  does  not  appear  to  have  erer  seen  a  copy  of 
it :  but,  what  is  rather  extraordinary,  Gqunt  Macarty  has  a  copy  of  a  Cologne 
edition  in  4to,  of  the  date  of  1478.  No  other  edition  of  it  is  known  to  hare 
been  printed  till  the  year  1600 ;  when  two  impressions  of  this  date  were  published 
at  Paris,  in  4to :  the  one  by  Philip  for  Petit,  of  which  both  Clement  and 
Fabrioius  {B%bL  MtA,  et  Iikf,  JStaL  vol.  i.  842,  &c.)  were  ignorant ;  but  of  whichf 
a  copy,  according  to  Panzer,  vol.  ii  886,  should  seem  to  be  in  the  public  library 
at  Gottingen;  the  other,  by  Badius  Ascensius,  is  somewhat  more  commonly 
known.  A  century  elapsed  before  this  work  was  deemed  desenring  of  republi- 
cation ;  when  the  country  that  had  given  birth  to,  and  the  university  that  had 
directed  the  studies  of,  its  illustrious  author,  put  forth  an  inelegant  reprint  of  it 
in  4to.  1699 — from  which  some  excerpts  will  be  found  in  the  ensuing  pages — ^but 
in  the  meantime  the  reader  may  consult  the  title-page  account  of  Herbert^ 
voL  iii.  p.  1408.  Of  none  of  these  latter  editions  were  the  sharp  eyes  of  Clement 
ever  blessed  with  a  sight  of  a  copy  I  See  his  BUL  Cwreuitt  &c  vol  v.  488. 

The  17th  century  made  -some  atonement  for  the  negligence  of  the  past,  in 
regard  to  Bichasd  De  Bubt.  At  Frankfort  his  Pkilchiblum  was  reprinted,  with 
"  a  Century  of  Philological  Lettem,"  collected  by  Goldastus,  in  1610,  8vo— and 
this  same  work  appeared  again,  at  Leipsic,  in  1674,  8vo.  At  length  the  famous 
Schmidt  put  forth  ftn  edition,  with  some  new  pieces,  "typis  et  sumtibus  Georgii 
Wolffgangii  Hammii,  Acad.  Typog.  1708,*'  4to.  Of  this  latter  edition,  neither 
Maichelius  nor  the  last  editor  of  Morhof  take  notice.    It  may  be  worth  whUe 
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Richard  Db  Bury  ;  who  was  bishop  of  Dnrfaam  at  the 
close  of  the  14th  century^  and  tutor  to  Edward  III.  I 
will  at  present  say  nothing  about  the  merits  and  demerits 
of  this  short  treatise ;  only  I  may  be  permitted  to  ob- 
serve^ with  satisfaction^  that  the  head  of  the  same  see, 
at  the  present  day^  has  given  many  proo&  of  his  attach- 
ment to  those  studies^  and  of  his  reward  of  such  merit 
as  attracted  the  notice  of  his  illustrious  predecessor.  It 
is  with  pain  that  I  am  compelled  to  avow  the  paucity  of 
publications^  in  our  own  country^  of  a  nature  similar  to 
the  PhUobibUon  of  De  Bury,  even  for  two  centuries  after 
it  was  composed;  but  while  Leland  was  making*  his 
library-tour,  under  the  auspices  of  that  capricious  tjrrant 
Henry  VIII.,  many  works  were  planned  abroad,  which 
greatly  facilitated  the  researches  of  the  learned. 

Among  the  men  who  first  helped  to  clear  away  the 
rubbish  that  impeded  the  progress  of  the  student,  was 
the  learned  and  modest  Conrad  Gesner  ;  at  once  a 
scholar,  a  philosopher,  and  a  bibliographer :  and  upon 
whom  Julius  Scaliger,  Theodore  Beza,  and  De  Thou, 
have    pronounced    noble    eulogiums.*      His    BibUoikeca 

adding  that  the  subscription  in  red  ink,  which  Fabricios  (ibicL)  notioes  as  he&ng 
subjoined  to  a  yelium  MS.  of  this  work,  in  his  own  possession— and  which  stolaa 
that  it  was  finished  at  Auckland,  in  the  year  1843,  in  the  58th  of  its  author,  and 
at  the  close  of  the  11th  year  of  his  episcopacy — may  be  found,  in  substanoei,  in 
Heame's  edition  of  Lelimd's  CoUeetanea,  yol.  ii  385,  edit.  1774. 

*  His  Bibliotheea,  or  Catalogus  Univertalit,  dec.,  was  first  {irinted  in  a  handsome 
folio  Tolume  at  Zurich,  1545.  Lycosthyne  put  forth  a  wretched  abridgement  of 
this  work,  which  was  printed  by  the  learned  Oporinus,  in  4to,  1551.  Robert 
Constantine,  the  lexicographer,  also  abridged  and  published  it  in  1555,  Paris,  8vo  ; 
and  William  Canter  is  said  by  Labbe  to  have  written  notes  upon  Simler's  edition, 
which  Baillet  took  for  granted  to  be  in  existence,  and  laments  not  to  have  Been 
them  ;  but  he  is  properly  corrected  by  De  La  Monnoye,  who  reminds  xm  that  it 
was  a  mere  report,  which  Labbe  gave  as  he  found  it.  I  nerer  saw  Simler's  own 
editions  of  his  excellent  abridgement  and  enlargement  of  it  in  1555  and  1574 ; 
but  Frisius  published  it,  with  great  improvements,  in  1583,  foL,  adding  many 
articles,  and  abridging  and  omitting  many  others.  Although  this  latter  edition 
be  called  the  edit,  opt,  it  will  be  evident  that  the  editio  originalit  is  yet  a  desi- 
deratum in  every  bibliographical  collection.  Nor  indeed  does  Frisius's  edition 
take  away  the  necessity  of  consulting  a  supplement  to  Oesner,  which  appeared  at 
the  end  of  the  Bibliothique  Fran^ise  of  Du  Verdier,  1584.  It  may  be  worth 
stating  that  HaUevordius's  Bibliot/uca  Curiosa,  1656,  1687,  4to,  is  little  better 
than  a  supplement  to  the  procediug  work. 
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Universalis  was  the  first  thing,  since  the  discovery  of  the 
art  of  printing,  which  enabled  the  curious  to  become 
acquainted  with  the  works  of  preceding  authors :  thus 
kindling,  by  the  light  of  such  a  lamp,  the  fire  of  emulation 
among  his  contemporaries  and  successors.  I  do  not  pre- 
tend to  say  that  the  BibHotheca  of  Gresner  is  any  thing 
like  perfect,  even  as  far  as  it  goes  :  but,  considering  that 
the  author  had  to  work  with  his  own  materials  alone,  and 
that  the  degree  of  fame  and  profit  attached  to  such  a 
publication  was  purely  speculative,  he  undoubtedly  merits 
the  thanks  of  posterity  for  having  completed  it  even  in 
the  manner  in  which  it  has  come  down  to  us.  Consider 
Gesner  as  the  father  of  bibliography  ;  and  if,  at  the  sale 
of  Malvolio's  busts,  there  be  one  of  this  great  man,  pur- 
chase it,  good  Lisardo,  and  place  it  over  the  portico  of 
your  library. 

Lis.  All  this  is  very  well.  Proceed  with  the  patriarchal 
age  of  your  beloved  bibliography. 

Lysand.  I  was  about  resuming,  with  observing  that 
our  Bale  speedily  imitated  the  example  of  Gesner,  in 
putting  forth  his  BritamdcB  Scriptores ;  *  the  materials 
of  the  greater  part  of  which  were  supplied  by  Lelaiid. 
This  work  is  undoubtedly  necessary  to  every  Englishman, 

The  Pandecti  of  Gesner,  1548,  fol.  are  also  well  worth  the  bibliographer's 
notice.  Each  of  the  20  books,  of  which  the  volame  is  composed,  is  preceded  by 
an  interesting  dedicatory  epistle  to  some  eminent  printer  of  day.  Consult 
Baillet's  Jugement  det  Savans,  yol.  iL  p.  11.  Bibl.  Creven,  vol.  t.  p.  278 ;  upon 
this  latter  work  more  particularly  ;  and  Morhof  s  Polyhittor.  Ltierar,  vol.  i.  197» 
and  Vogt's  Caialog.  Libr.  JRarior,,  p.  164 :  upon  the  former.  Although  the 
Dietionnaire  Hiitorique,  published  at  Caen,  in  1789,  notices  ttie  botanical  and 
lexicographical  works  of  Gesner,  it  has  omitted  to  mention  these  Pandects  :  which 
howerer,  are  uncommon. 

*  The  first  edition  of  this  work,  under  the  title  of  "lUustrium  maicrU  Bri- 
tannia Senptcrum,  hoe  est,  Anglos,  CambruB,  ac  Scotia  miMmariumt  in  quamam 
centwriou  cUvitum,  4bc.,  was  printed  at  Ipswich,  in  1548,  4to.,  containing  three 
supposed  portraits  of  Bale,  and  a  spurious  one  of  Wicliffe.  Of  the  half  length 
portrait  of  Bale,  upon  a  single  leaf,  as  noticed  by  Herbert,  rol.  iii.  1457,  I  haVe 
doubts  about  its  appearance  in  all  the  copies.  The  above  work  was  again  pub- 
lished at  Basil,  by  Opomius,  in  1559,  foL,  greatly  enlarged  and  corrected,  with  a 
magnificent  half  length  portrait  of  Bale,  from  which  the  one  in  a  subsequent 
part  of  this  work  was  either  copied  on  a  reduced  scale,  or  of  which  it  was  the 
prototype.  His  majesty  has  perhaps  the  finest  copy  of  this  last  edition  of  Bale's 
Scriptores  Britannia,  in  exibtenco. 
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bnt  its  errors  are  manifold.  Let  me  now  introduce  to 
your  notice  the  little  work  of  Florian  Trefler,  pub- 
lished in  1560  ;*  also  the  first  thing  in  its  kind,  and  inti- 
mately connected  with  our  present  subject.  The  learned, 
it  is  true,  were  not  much  pleased  with  it ;  but  it  afforded 
a  rough  outline  upon  which  Naudasus  afterwards  worked, 
and  produced,  as  you  will  find,  a  more  pleasing  and 
perfect  picture.  A  few  years  after  this,  appeared  the 
Erotemata  of  Michael  NEANDER;t  in  the  long  and  learned 
preface  to  which,  and  in  the  catalogue  of  his  and  ot 
Melancthon's  works  subjoined,  some  brilliant  hints  ot 
a  bibliographical  nature  were  thrown  out,  quite  suffi- 
cient to  inflame  the  lover  of  book-anecdotes  with  a 
desire  of  seeing  a  work  perfected  according  to  such 
a  plan  :  but  Neander  was  unwilling,  or  unable,  to  put 
his  design  into  execution.  Bibliography,  however, 
now  began  to  make  rather  a  rapid  progress;  and, 
in  France,  the  ancient  writers  of  history  and  poetry 
seemed  to  live  again  in  the  BibUotheque  Franfoise 
of  La  Croix  du  Maine  and  Du  Verdier.J     Nor  were 

*  LesSavansn'ont  Dullement^i^  satisfaits  des  regies  presorites  par  Floriav 
Treffeb  (Trefler)  le  premier  dont  on  connoisse  un  ^crit  sur  oe  sujet  [de  la 
dispoation  des  liyres  dans  une  biblioth^que].  Sa  m^thode  de  classer  les  livres  fiit 
impiim^ek  Augsbourg  eu  1560."  Camus:  Jilemoiret  de  F  Irutitut.  vol.  i.  646. 
The  title  is  "Methodus  Ordinandi  Bibliothecam/*  Augiistte,  1560.  The  extreme 
rarity  of  this  book  doos  not  appear  to  have  arisen  from  its  utility — if  the  authority 
quoted  by  Vogt,  p.  857,  edit.  1793,  may  be  credited.  Bauer  repeats  Vogt's 
account ;  and  Teisser,  Morhof,  and  Baillet,  overlook  the  work. 

t  It  would  appear,  from  Morhof,  that  Neander  meditated  the  publication  of 
a  work  similar  to  the  Pandects  of  Gesner ;  which  would^  in  all  probability,  have 
greatly  excelled  it.  The  "Erotemata  Ortxca  Linffuot*'  was  published  at  Basil 
in  1565,  8vo.  Consult  Polyhist,  Liter,  vol.  i.  199  :  Jugement  det  Savant,  vol.  Hi. 
art.  887,  but  more  particularly  Niceron's  Memoirtt  de*  Hommet  lUwirtt,  vol.  xxx. 
In  regard  to  Neander,  Vogt  has  given  the  title  at  length  (a  sufficiently  tempt- 
ing one  !)  calling  the  work  "  very  rare,"  and  the  preface  of  Neander  (which  is 
twice  the  length  of  the  work)  "curious  and  erudite."  See  his  Catalog,  Lihror. 
RaricT.,  p.  614,  edit  1798. 

X  La  Croix  Du  Maine's  book  appeared  toward  the  end  of  the  year  1584 ;  and 
that  of  his  coadjutor,  Anthont  Verdier,  in  the  beginning  of  the  subsequent  year. 
They  are  both  in  foUo,  and  are  usually  bound  in  one  volume.  Of  these  works, 
the  first  is  the  rarest  and  beet  executed  ;  but  the  very  excellent  edition  of  both  of 
them,  by  De  La  Monnote  and  Juvignt,  in  six  volumes,  4to,  1772,  which  has  re- 
alised the  patriotic  wishes  of  BaiUet,  leaves  nothing  to  be  desired  in  the  old  edi- 
tions— and  these  are  aocordingly  dropping  fast  into  annihilation.    It  would  appear 
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the  contemporaneous  similar  efforts  of  Cardona  to  be 
despised:  a  man,  indeed,  skilled  in  various  erudition, 
and  distinguished  for  his  unabating  perseverance  in 
examining  all  the  mss.  and  printed  books  that  came  in 
his  way.  The  manner,  slight  as  it  was,  in  which  Car- 
dona* mentioned  the  Vatican  library,  aroused  the  pa- 
triotic ardor  of  Pansa;  who  published  his  BibUotheca 
Vaticana,  in  the  Italian  language,  in  the  year  1590; 
and  in  the  subsequent  year  appeared  the  rival  pro- 
duction of  Angelus  Roccha,  written  in  Latin,  under 
the  same  title.t    The  magnificent  establishment  of  the 

from  an  adrertisemeiit  of  De  Bure,  subjoined  to  his  catalogue  of  Count  Macarty's 
books,  1779,  Syo.,  that  there  were  then  remaining  only  eleven  copies  of  this  new 
edition  upon  larob  pafbb,  which  were  sold  for  one  hundred  and  twenty  Uvres. 
Claude  Verdier,  son  of  Antony,  who  published  a  supplement  to  Gesner's  BibUo- 
theca, and  a  "Centio  fmctorum  omnium  veterum  ft  rteenHorum,**  affected  to 
censure  his  father's  work,  and  declared  that  nothing  but  parental  respect  could 
have  induced  him  to  consent  to  its  publication — ^but  consult  the  Jugemetu  dea 
Savant,  vol.  ii.,  87-8,  upon  Claude's  filial  affection ;  and  Morhofs  Polyhisl, 
Literar.,  yoL  i.,  176,  concerning  the  "Censio,'*  &c. — "  misere,*' exclaims  Morhof, 
"  ille  corvos  deludit  hiantes :  nam  ubi  censuram  suam  exercet,  manifestum 
hominis  phrenesin  facile  deprehendas  T'  The  ancient  editions  are  well  described 
in  Bill,  Creven.,*Y6L  v.,  277-8,  edit.  1776 — ^but  more  particularly  by  De  Bure, 
DOS.  6020-1.  A  copy  of  the  ancient  edition  was  sold  at  West's  sale  for  2/.  15«, 
See  BibL  West,,  No.  984. 

*  John  Baptist  Cabdona,  a  learned  and  industrious  writer,  and  bishop  of 
Tortosa,  published  a  quarto  volume  at  Tarraoona,  in  15S7,  4to. — comprehending 
the  following  four  pieces :  1,  De  regia  SancH  Lamentii  Bibliotheca  :  2.  De  Bib- 
liothecit  (Ex  Fvlvio  Ursine,)  et  De  Bibliotheca  Vaticana  (ex  Omphrii  Schedis)  : 
8.  De  JBxpwrgandis  kceretioorum  propriis  nominiJbus :  4.  De  Dipthycis.  Of  these, 
the  first,  in  which  he  treats  of  collecting  all  manner  of  useful  books,  and  having 
able  librarians,  and  in  which  he  strongly  exhorts  Philip  IT.  to  put  the  Escurial 
library  into  good  order,  is  tihe  most  valuable  to  the  bibliographer.  Vogt,  p.  224, 
gives  us  two  authoritieB  to  shew  the  rarity  of  this  book ;  and  Baillet  refers  us  to 
the  Bibliolheea  Hispcma  of  Antonio. 

i*  MuTius  Panza's  work,  imder  the  title  of  Jtoffionamenti  delta  Libraria 
Jatieana,  Borne,  1590,  4to.,  and  Anoklus  Boooha's,  that  of  BibHoiheea 
Aposlolica  Vaticana,  Rome,  1591,  4to.,  relate  rather  to  the  ornaments  of  architec- 
ture and  painting,  than  to  a  useful  and  critical  analysis,  or  a  numbered  catalogue, 
of  the  books  within  the  Vatican  library.  The  authors  of  both  are  accused  by 
Morhof  of  introducing  quite  extraneous  and  uninteresting  matter.  Boccha's 
book,  however,  is  worth  possessing,  as  it  is  frequently  quoted  by  bibliographers. 
How  far  it  may  be  "  Liber  valde  quidem  rarus,"  as  Vogt  intimates,  I  will  not 
pretend  to  determine.  It  has  a  plate  of  the  Vatican  Library,  and  another  of 
St.  Peter's  CathedraL    The  reader  may  consult)  also,  the  Jugemens  des  Seasons, 
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Vatican  press,  under  the  auspices  of  Pope  Sixtus  V. 
and  Clement  VIII.  and  under  the  typographical  du*ec- 
tion  of  the  grandson  of  Aldus,*  called  forth  these  publi- 
cations— which  mighty  however,  have  been  executed 
with  more  splendour  and  credit. 

Let  us  here  not  forget  that  the  celebrated  Lipsius 
condescended  to  direct  his  talents  to  the  subject  of 
libraries ;  and  his  very  name,  as  Baillet  justly  remarks, 
'^  is  sufficient  to  secure  respect  for  his  work,"  however 
slender  it  may  be.f  We  now  approach,  with  the  mention 
of  Lipsius,  the  opening  of  the  17th  century ;  a  period 
singularly  fertile  in  bibliogpraphical  productions.  I  will 
not  pretend  to  describe,  minutely,  even  the  leading 
authors  in  this  department.  The  works  of  Puteanus  can 
be  only  slightly  alluded  to,  in  order  to  notice  the  more 
copious  and  valuable  ones  of  Possevinus  and  of 
ScHOTTUS  ;J  men  who  were  ornaments  to  their  country, 

Tol.  iL^  p.  141.  My  copy  of  this  work,  purchased  at  the  sale  of  Dr.  Heath's 
books,  has  a  few  pasted  printed  slips  in  the  maxigins— some  of  them  sufficiently 
curious. 

*  Consult  Benouard's  L* ImprifMrit  des  Aide,  voL  ii.,  122,  &c.  One  of  the 
grandest  works  which  ever  issued  from  the  Vatican  press,  under  the  superin- 
tendence of  Aldus,  was  the  vulgate  bible  of  Pope  Sixtus  V.,  1590,  foL,  the  copies 
of  which,  upon  large  paper,  are  sufficiently  well  known  and  coveted.  A  yezy 
pleasing  and  satisfactory  account  of  this  publication  will  be  found  in  the  Hora 
Biblicce  of  Mr.  Charles  Butler,  a  gentleman  who  has  long  and  justly  maintained 
the  rare  character  of  a  profound  lawyer,  an  elegant  scholar,  and  a  well-yersed 
antiquary  and  philologist. 

f  LiFsrus  published  his  SyiUagma  de  Btbliothecit,  at  Antwerp,  in  1603,  4to., 
"in  quo  de  ritibus  rariis  et  antiquitatibus  circa  rem  bibliothecariam  agitur."  An 
improved  edition  of  it,  by  Maderus,  was  printed  at  Helmstadt,  in  1666,  4to.,  with 
other  curious  bibliographical  opuscula.  A  third  edition  of  it  was  put  forth  by 
Bchmid,  at  the  same  place,  in  1702,  4to.  Consult  Morhof.    Polif,  Lit.,  vol.  L,  188. 

t  "Scripsit  et  Ertcius  Puteanus  librum  De  Usu  Bibliothecce  a  quidem- 
tpeciatim  BibliothMce  Ambrotianas  MedioL,  in  Svo.,  1606,  editum,  aliumque,  cui 
titulus  Autpicia  BihlioOucae  LovanienHs,  an.  1639,  in  4to."  Morhof.  ''It  is 
true,"  says  fiaillet,  ''that  this  Puteaous  passed  for  a  gossipping  sort  of  writer, 
and  for  a  great  maker  of  little  books,  but  he  was,  notwithstimdlng,  a  very  clerer 
fellow."  Jugeniens  des  Savans,  vol.  ii.,  150.  In  the  Bibl.  Crev.,  voL  v.,  311,  wiU 
be  found  one  of  his  letters,  never  before  published.  He  died  in  1646.  POBSS- 
TINU8  published  a  Bibltctheca  selecta  and  Apparattu  gacer — of  the  former 
of  which,  the  Cologne  edition  of  1607,  folio,  and  of  the  latter,  that  of  1608, 
are  esteemed  the  most  complete.  The  first  work  is  considered  by  Morhof  as 
hiSM  valuable  than  the  second.    Tho  **Ap2)ar<Uiu*'  he  designates  as  a  book  of 
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and  whose  literary  and  bibliographical  publications  have 
secured  to  them  the  gratitude  of  posterity.  While  the 
labours  of  these  authors  were  enriching  the  republic  of 
literature,  and  kindling  all  around  a  love  of  valuable 
and  curious  books,  the  BibUotheca  Histarica  of  Boldu- 
ANUS,  and  the  BibUotheca  Classica  of  Dr  audi  us*  highly 
gratified  the  generality  of  readers,  and  enabled  the 
student  to  select,  with  greater  care  and  safety,  such 
editions  of  authors  as  were  deserving  of  a  place  in  their 
libraries. 

The  name  of  Du  Chesne  can  never  be  pronounced  by 
a  sensible  Frenchman  without  emotions  of  gratitude. 
His  BibUotheca  Historiarum  GojUub  .  first  published  in 
the  year  1627,  8vo. — although  more  immediately  useful  to 
foreigners  than  to  ourselves,  is  nevertheless  worth  men- 
tioning. Morhof,  if  I  recollect  aright,  supposes  there 
was  a  still  later  edition ;  but  he  probably  confused  with 
this  work  the  Series  Auetorumy  b;c.  de  Francorum  His- 
toria;f   of  which    two    handsome    folio    editions    were 

rathor  extraordinaiy  merit  and  utility.  Of  the  authov  of  both  these  treatises, 
some  have  extolled  his  talents  to  the  skies,  others  have  depreciated  them  in 
proportion.  His  literary  character,  however,  upon  the  whole,  places  him  in  the 
first  class  of  bibliographers.  Consult  the  Polyhist.  Liierar.,  vol.  i.,  175.  He  was 
one  of  the  earliest  bibliographers  who  attacked  the  depraved  taste  of  the  Italian 
printers  in  adopting  licentious  capital-initial  letters.  Catherinot,  in  his  Art 
ePimprimer,  p.  8,  makes  the  same  complaint :  so  Baillet  informs  us,  vol.  i.,  pt.  i., 
p.  13,  edit.  1726  :  vol.  iii.,  pt.  1,  p.  78.  Schottus's  work,  de  Bibl.  clarU  Hitpanice 
virit,  Fraiiee,  1608,  4ta,  is  forgotten  in  the  splendour  of  Antonio's  similar 
production ;  but  it  had  great  merits  in  its  day.  Jugement  des  Savans,  vol.  ii., 
pt.  1, 132,  edit.  1726. 

*  BOLDUANUS  published  a  Theological  (Jense,  1614)  and  Philosophico  PkUo- 
logical  (JensB,  1616),  as  well  as  an  HisUnical  (LipsisB,  1620),  library  ;  but  the 
latter  work  has  the  pre-eminence.  Yet  the  author  lived  at  too  great  a  distance, 
wanting  the  requisite  materials,  and  took  his  account  chiefly  from  the  Frankfort 
catalogues — some  of  which  were  sufficiently  erroneous.  Polyhist,  Liierar. 
vol.  i,  199.  See  also  the  very  excellent  historical  catalogue,  comprehending  the 
1st  chap,  of  Meusel's  new  edition  of  Struvius's  Bibl.  Bigtor.,  vol.  L,  p.  26* 
Drauditjb'b  work  is  more  distinguished  for  its  arrangement  than  for  its  execu- 
tion in  detail  It  was  very  useful,  however,  at  the  period  when  it  was  published. 
My  edition  is  of  the  date  of  1611,  4to. :  but  a  second  appeared  at  Frankfort, 
in  1625,  4to. 

■f*  The  reader  will  find  a  good  account  of  some  of  the  scarcer  works  of  Du 
Chesne  in  Vogt's  Catalog.  Libror.  Barior.,  p.  248,  &c.,  and  of  the  life  and  literary 
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published  by  Cramoisy.    French    writers    of  bibliogra- 
phical eminence  now  begin  to  crowd  fast  upon  us. 

Lis.  But  what  becomes  of  the  English,  Spanish,   and 
Italian  bibliographers  all  this  while  ? 

Lysand.  The  reproach  of  Morhof  is  I  fear  too  just ; 
namely  that,  although  we  had  produced  some  of  the  most 
learned,  ingenious,  and  able  men  in   Europe— lovers  and 
patrons  of  literature — yet  our  librarians,    or  university 
scholars,  were  too  lazy  to  acquaint  the  world  with  the 
treasures  which  were  contained  in  the  several  libraries 
around  them.*  You  cannot  expect  a  field-marshal,  or  a 
statesman  in  office,  or  a  nobleman,  or  a  rich  man  of  ex- 
tensive connections,  immersed  in  occupations  both  press- 
ing and  unavoidable — doggedly  to  set  down  to  a  CSez- 
talogue  Raisonne  of  his  books,  or  to  an  analysis  of  the 
different  branches  of  literature — ^while    his  presence    is 
demanded  in  the  field,  in  the  cabinet,  or  in  the  senate — 
or  while  all  his  bells,  at  home,  from  the  massive  outer 
gate  to  the  retired  boudoir,  are  torn  to  pieces  with  ringing 
and  jingling  at  the  annunciation  of  visitors — you  cannot, 
I  say,  my  good  Lisardo,  call  upon  a  person,  thus  occu- 
pied, to  produce — or  expect  from  him,  in  a  situation  thus 
harassed,  the    production    of— any    solid    bibliographical 
publication  ;  but  you  have  surely  a  right  to  expect  that 
librarians,   or  scholars,  who  spend  the  greater   part  of 
tfieir  time    in  public  libraries,   will  vouchsafe  to   apply 
their  talents  in  a  way  which  may  be  an  honour    to  their 
patrons,  and  of  service  to  their    country.f    Not   to  walk 

labours  of  this  illustrious  man  in  the  7th  Tolume  of  Niceron's  MeiMvru  da 
Hommet  Illustrts, 

*  See  the  note  at  p.  29^  ante.  ''  It  is  a  pity/'  says  Morhof,  "  that  the  DwUk 
had  such  little  curiosity  about  the  literary  history  of  their  country— but  the 
English  were  yet  more  negligent  and  incurious." — And  yet^  Germany,  Franoe, 
and  Italy,  had  already  abounded  with  treasures  of  this  kind  !  f 

t  Senebier,  who  put  forth  a  very  useful  and  elegantly  printed  catalogue  of  the 
MSS.  in  the  public  library  of  Geneva,  1779,  Svo.,  has  the  following  observations 
upon  this  subject — which  I  introduce  with  a  necessary  proviso,  or  caution,  that 
now-a-dayi  his  reproaches  cannot  a£fect  us.  We  are  making  ample  amends  for 
past  negligence ;  for,  to  notice  no  others,  the  labours  of  those  gentlemen  who 
preside  over  the  British  Museum   abundantly   prove   our  present  industry. 
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with  folded  arms  from  one  extremity  of  a  long  room  (of 
120  feet)  to  another,  and  stop  at  every  window  to  gaze 
on  an  industrious  gardener,  or  watch  the  slow  progress 
of  a  melancholy  crow  '^  making  wing  to  the  rooky  wood/' 
nor  yet,  in  winter,  to  sit  or  stand  inflexibly  before  the 
fire,  with  a  duodecimo  jest  book  or  novel  in  their  hands 
— but  to  look  around  and  catch,  from  the  sight  of  so 
much  wisdom  and  so  much  worth,  a  portion  of  that 
laudable  emulation  with  which  the  Gesners,  the  Baillets, 
and  the  Le  Longs  were  inspired  ;  to  hold  intimate  ac- 
quaintance with  the  illustrious  dead  ;  to  speak  to  them 
without  the  fear  of  contradiction ;  to  exclaim  over  their 
beauties  without  the  dread  of  ridicule,  or  of  censure; 
to  thank  them  for  what  they  have  done  in  transporting  us 
to  other  times,  and  introducing  us  to  other  worlds; 
and  constantly  to  feel  a  deep  and  unchangeable  con- 
viction of  the  necessity  of  doing  all  the  good  in  our 
power,  and  in  our  way,  for  the  benefit  of  those  who 
are  to  survive  us  ! 

Phil.  Hear  him,  hear  him  !* 

Lis.  But  what  is  become,  in  the  while,  of  the  Eng- 
lish, Italian,  and  Spanish  bibliographers — ^in  the  seven- 
teenth century? 

Lysand.  I  beg  pardon  for  the  digression ;  but  the 
less  we  say    of  these,    during    this    period,    the   better ; 

Thus  speaks  Senebier :  *  111  sembleroit  d*  abord  ^tonnant  qu*on  ait  tant  trad^ 
2k  composer  le  Catalogue  des  Manuscripts  de  la  Biblioth^que  de  Geneve  ;  mais 
on  peat  faire  plus  raisonnablement  ce  reproche  aux  Biblioth^caires  bien  pay^s  et 
uniquement  occup^s  de  leur  vocation,  qui  sont  les  d^positaires  de  tant  de  colleo- 
tions  pr^cieuses  qu'on  voit  en  Italie,  en  France,  en  Allemagne,  et  en  Angleterre  ; 
lis  le  m^riteront  d'  autant  mieuz,  qu'ils  privent  le  public  des  pieces  plus  pr^- 
deuses,  et  qu'ils  ont  pludeurs  aids  intelligens  qui  peuvent  les  dispenser  de  la 
partie  le  plus  m^ohanique  et  la  plus  ennuyeuse  de  ce  travail,  3co. 

*  This  mode  of  exdammation  or  expression,  like  that  of  cheering  (vide  p.  20, 
ante)  is  also  peculiar  to  our  own  counti^ ;  and  it  is  uttered  by  both  friend  and 
foe.  Thus,  in  the  senate,  when  a  speaker  upon  one  side  of  the  question  happens 
to  put  an  argument  in  a  strong  point  of  view,  those  of  the  same  party  or  mode  of 
thinking  exclaim — hear  him,  hear  him  I  And  if  he  should  happen  to  state  any 
thing  that  may  favour  the  views,  or  the  mode  of  thinking,  of  his  opponents^  these 
latter  also  take  advantage  of  his  eloquence,  and  exclaim,  hear  him*  hear  him  f 
Happy  the  man  whom  friend  and  foe  aUke  delight  td  hear ! 
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and  yet  you  must  permit  me  to  recommend  to  yon  the 
work  of  PiTSEUS,  our  countryman,  which  grows  scarcer 
every  day.*  We  left  off,  I  think,  with  the  mention  of 
Du  Cbesne's  works.  Just  about  this  time  came  forth 
the  elegant  little  work  of  Naud^us  ;t  which  I  advise 
you  both  to  purchase,  as  it  will  cost  you  but  a  few 
shillings,  and  of  the  aspect  of  which  you  may  inform 
yourselves  by  taking  it  down  from  yonder  shelf.  Quickly 
afterwards  Claude    Clement,  "  hand   passibus  sequis/' 


♦  PiTSEUS's  work  "DeJlebiu  AnglicU"  Paris,  1619,  4to.,  vol.  i.,  was  written 
in  opposition  to  Bale's  (vid.  p.  31,  ante),  ^he  author  was  a  learned  Roman 
Catholic ;  but  did  not  live  to  publish  the  second  volume.  I  was  glad  to  give 
Mr.  Ford,  of  Manchester,  1^.  16t.  for  a  stained  and  badly  bound  copy  of  it. 

t  "Qabrislb  Naudjeo   nemo  vixit   suo   tempore    i^irttplas  Bibliothecariie 
peritior  :*'  PolyhigL  Liter.,  vol.  i.,  187.     ''Naudsei  scripta  omnia  et  sing^a  pne- 
stantissima  sunt,"  Vogt,  p.  611.     **  Les  ouvrages  de  Naud^  firent  oublier  oe  qui 
les  avoient  pr^c^d6.*'  C&mviBf  Afem.  dc  Vlmtitut.,  vol.  i.,  646.   After  these  eulogies, 
who  will  refuse  this  author's  *'Avis  pour  dresser  une  BibltotAfque,  Paris,  1627, 
1644,  8vo."  a  place  upon  his  shelf  ?    Unluckily,  it  rarely  comes  across  the  search 
of  the  keenest  collector.     The  other,  yot  scarcer,  productions  of  Naud^  wiU  be 
found  well  described  in  Vogt's  Catalog.  Lihrw.  Rarior.,  p.  610.    The  reader  of 
ancient  politics  may  rejoice  in  the  possession  of  what  is  called,  the  "  MascurtU  " — 
and  "  Consideratumt  politigves" — concerning  which   Vogt  is    glorioasly  diffuse; 
and   Peignot  (who  has  copied  from  him,  without   acknowledgement — Billiogr. 
Curievse,  pp.  49,  60,)  may  as  well  be  consulted.    But  the  bibliographer  will  prefer 
the  "  AddiXions  dr Histoire  de  Louit  XL/'  1680,  8vo.,  and  agree  with  Mailchelius 
that  a  work  so  uncommon  and  so  curious  "  ought    to  be  reprinted."      See 
the    latter's   amusing  little   book    " De  Prcecipuis   Biblioihecis   Parisietmbus" 
pp.   66,  67,  &c.      NaudiBus  was  librarian  to  the  famous  Canlinal  Mazarin,  the 
great  Mscenas  of  his  day ;  whose  library,  consisting  of  upwards  of  forty  thousand 
volumes,  was  the  most  beautiful  and  extensive  one  which  France  had  then  ever 
seen.     Its  enthusiastic  librarian,  whom  I  must  be  allowed  to  call  a  very  wonder- 
ful bibliomaniac,  made  constant  journeys,  and  entered  into  a  perpetual  corres- 
pondence,  relating  to  books  and  literary  curiosities.     He  died  at  Abbeville   in 
1653,  in  his  53rd  year,  on  returning  from  Sweden,  where  the  famous  Christian 
had  invited  him.     Naudeeus's 'M?^,"  dec,  [ut  supr.]  was  translated  by  Ohaline ; 
but  his  **Avts  d  Nosseigiunrs  du  Parlenvent,  dCrc."  1652,  4to.— upon  the  sale  of  the 
Cardinal's  library — and  his   "  Jiemise  de  la  BihliothSque  [Du  Cardinal]  enire  le 
viains  de  M.  Tubevf,  1651,"  are  much  scarcer  productions.      A  few  of  these 
particulars  are  gathered  from  Peignot's  Diet,  de  la  Bihliohlogie,  vol.  ii.,  p.  1 — 
consult  also  his  Diet.   Portatif,  de  Bibliographie,  p.   v.      In  the   former  work 
I  expected  a  copious  piece  of  biography ;  yet,  short  as  it  is,  Peignot  has  sub- 
joined a  curious  note  from  Naud^s  "  Considerationt  poliiiques**— in  which  the 
author  had  the  hardihood  to  defend   the  massacre   upon   St.    Bartholomew's 
day,  by  one  of  the  strangest  modes  of  reasoning  ever  adopted  by  a  rational 
being. 
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put  forth  his  BibHotheae  tarn  privatCB  quam  pvblukB* 
extfiictio,  &c. ;  a  work,  condemned  by  tiie  best  bibli- 
ographical judges.  But  the  splendour  of  almost  every 
preceding  bibliogprapher's  reputation  was  eclipsed  by 
that  arising  from  the  extensive  and  excellent  publi- 
cations of  Louis  Jacob  ;t  a  name  at  which,  if  we 
except  those  of  Fabricius  and  Muratori,  diligence  itself 
stands  amazed ;  and  concerning  whose  life  and  labours 
it  is  to  be  regretted  that  we  have  not  more  extended 
details.  The  harsh  and  caustic  manner  in  which  Labbe 
and  Morhof  have  treated  the  works  of  Gaddius, j:  induce 
me  only  to  mention  his  name,  and  to  warn  you  against 
looking  for  much  com  in  a  bam  choked  with  chaff.     We 

*  This  work,  in  four  books,  was  published  at  Lyons,  1635,  4to.  If  it  be  not 
quite  "Much  ado  about  nothing"— it  exhibits,  at  least,  a  great  waste  of  ink  and 
paper.  Morhof  seems  to  seize  with  avidity  Baillet's  lively  sentence  of  condemn- 
ation—" II  y  a  trop  de  babil  et  trop  de  ce  que  nous  appellons/otrcu,''  dse, 

f  Le  Pere  Louyb  Jacob  published  his  "  TraicU  des  pin*  belles  BiUiothiquei 
puhlique*  ei  particuliires,  qui  ont  estt,  €t  qui  9ont  d  prisenU  dana  le  numde,**  at 
Paris,  in  1644— again  in  1655,  8vo. — in  which  he  first  brought  together  the  scat- 
tered notices  relating  to  libraries,  especially  to  modem  ones.*  His  work  is  well 
worth  consultation  ;  although  Baillet  and  Morhof  do  not  speak  in  direct  terms  of 
praise  concerning  it — and  the  latter  seems  a  little  angry  at  his  giving  the  prefer- 
ence to  the  Parisian  libraries  over  those  of  other  countries.  It  must  be  remem- 
bered that  this  was  published  as  an  imfinished  production  :  as  such,  the  author's 
curiosity  and  research  are  highly  to  be  commended.  I  have  read  the  greater 
part  of  it  with  considerable  satisfaction.  The  same  person  meditated  the  execu- 
tion of  a  vast  work  in  four  folio  volumes — called  "  La  BtbliothSque  univertelU 
de  tous  les  AtUheurs  de  France,  qui  ont  etcriis  en  quelque  aorte  de  teienees  et  de 
/a»^e«"— which,  in  fact,  was  completed  in  1638 :  but,  on  the  death  of  the  author 
it  does  not  appear  what  became  of  it.  Jacob  also  gave  an  aooount  of  books  as 
they  were  published  at  Paris,  and  io  other  parts  of  France,  from  the  year  1643 
to  1650 ;  which  was  printed  under  the  title  of  Bibliographia  Paritina^  Paris, 
1651,  4to.  Consult  PolyhuA.  Liter.,  Tol.  i.,  pp.  189,  202 :  Bibl,  Creven,,  voL  v.* 
pp.  281,  287.    Jugemeru  des  Savatis,  vol.  ii.,  p.  151. 

t  He  published  a  work  entitled  "  De  seriptoribus  non-ecelesiastieis,"  1648, 
vol.  L,  1649,  vol.  ii.,  folio :  in  which  his  opinions  upon  authors  are  g^ven  in  tho 
most  jejune  and  rash  manner.  His  other  works,  which  would  form  a  little  library, 
are  reviewed  by  Leti  with  sufficient  severity  :  but  the  poor  man  was  crack 
brained  !  And  yet  some  curious  and  uncommon  things,  gleaned  from  MSS. 
which  had  probably  never  been  unrolled  or  opened  since  their  execution,  are  to 
be  found  in  this  "Sciolum  Florentinum,"  as  Labbe  calls  him.  Consult  the 
Polykist,  Litcrar.,  vol.  i.,  p.  175. 
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now  approach  the  close  of  the  seventeenth  century; 
when,  stopping  for  a  few  minutes  only,  to  pay  our  re- 
spects to  CiNELLi,  CoNRiNGiuSy  and  LoMBiER^*  we  must 
advance  to  do  homage  to  the  more  illustrious  names 
of  LabbCy  Lambecius,  and  Baillet ;  not  forgetting,  how- 
ever, the  equally  respectable  ones  of  Antonio  and 
Lipenius. 

Lis.  Pray  discuss  their  works,  or  merits,  seriatim,  as 
the  judges  call  it ;  for  I  feel  overwhelmed  at  the  string 
ing  together  of  such  trisyllabic  names.  These  gentlemen, 
as  well  as  almost  every  one  of  their  predecessors,  are 
strangers  to  me ;  and  you  know  my  bashfulness  and 
confusion  msuch  sort  of  company. 

Lysand.  I  hope  to  make  you  better  acquainted  with 
them  after  a  slight  introduction,  and  so  rid  you  of  such 
an  uncomfortable  diffidence.    Let  us  begin  with    LABBE,t 

*  Magliabeohi  put  CiNELLi  upon  publishing  his  Bibliotkeea  Volante,  1677, 
Svo ,  a  protty  work,  with  a  happy  title ! — boing  an  indiscriminate  account  of 
some  rare  books  which  the  author  picked  up  in  his  travels,  or  saw  in  libraries. 
It  was  republished,  with  valuable  additions,  by  Sancassani,  at  Venice,  in  1784, 
4to.  See  Cat.  de  Lomenie,  No.  2563.  Works  of  this  sort  form  the  Aka  of 
bibliography  I  CoNBiNOius  compiled  a  charming  bibliographical  work,  in  aa 
epistolary  form,  under  the  title  of  Bihliotheca  AugvLsta  ;  which  was  published  at 
Helmstadt,  in  1661,  4to.— being  an  account  of  the  library  of  tlie  Duke  of 
Brunswick,  in  the  castle  of  Wolfenbuttle.  Two  thousand  manuscripts,  and  one 
hundred  and  sixteen  thousand  printed  volumes,  were  then  contained  in  this 
celebrated  collection.  Happy  the  owner  of  such  treasures — happy  the  man  who 
describes  them  !  Lombier'b,  or  Lomejer's  De  BiblioUvecis  Liber  sinffularis," 
Ultraj,  1669 — 16S0,  8vo.,  is  considered  by  BaiUet  among  the  best  works  upon 
the  subject  of  ancient  and  modem  libraries.  From  this  book,  Le  Sieur  La 
Galloib  stole  the  most  valuable  part  of  his  materials  for  his  "  TtxtitS  de*  plui 
belUs  BiUiothSqtus  de  F  Europe,"  1685,  1697— 12mo. :  the  title  at  full  lengUi 
(a  sufficiently  imposing  one !)  may  be  seen  in  BibS.  Crevenn.,  vol.  v.,  p.  281 ; 
upon  this  latter  treatise,  Morhof  cuttingly  remarks — **  Mognos  ille  titulus  strepitus 
facit :  sed  pro.thesauris  carbones."  PolyhUt.  Literar.,  vol.  i.,  p.  191.  See  also 
"  Juffemens  de  Savons"  vol.  ii.,  p.  152.  Gallois  dispatches  the  English  libraries 
in  little  more  than  a  page.  I  possess  the  second  edition  of  Lomeier*s  book 
(1680 — with  both  its  title  pages),  which  is  the  last  and  best— and  an  interesting 
little  volume  it  is !  The  celebrated  Gnevius  used  to  speak  very  favourably  of 
this  work. 

f  "Vir, quiin  texendis  catalogis  totam  pone  vitam  consumpsit."  "Homo 
ad  Lexica  et  Catalogos  conficiendos  a  natur&  f actus.*'  Such  is  Morhofs  aftoount 
of  Labbe  ;  who,  in  the  works  above-mentioned,  in  the  text,  has  obtained  an 
unperishable  reputation  as   a   bibliographer.     The  Bibliotheca  Bibliothecarum, 
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who  died  in  the  year  1667,  and  in  the  sixtieth  of  his  own 
age ;  a  man  of  wonderful  memory  and  of  as  wonderful 
application — ^whose  whole  life,  according  to  his  bio- 
graphers, was  consumed  in  gathering  flowers  from  his 
predecessors,  and  thence  weaving  such  a  chaplet  for  his 
own  brows  as  was  never  to  know  decay.  His  Nova 
Bibliotheca,  and  BibUotheca  Bibliothecarum  Manuscript- 
arum,  are  the  principal  works  which  endear  his  memory 
to  bibliographers.  More  learned  than  Labbe  was 
Lambbcius  ;*  whose  Cammentarii  de  BibUotheca  CkesareA- 


a  thick  duodedmo,  or  crown  octavo,  has  run  through  seyeral  impresnons ;  of 
which  the  Leipsic  edit,  of  1G82,  is  as  good  as  any ;  but  Tsissbb,  in  his  work 
under  the  same  title,  1686,  4to.,  has  greatly  excelled  Labbe's  production,  as  well 
by  his  corrections  of  errata  as  by  his  additions  of  some  hundreds  of  authors. 
The JBi5/u)tAe6a i^Tummarta is  another  of  Labbe's  well-known  performances:  in 
the  first  part  of  which  he  gives  an  account  of  those  who  have  written  concerning 
medals — in  the  second  part,  of  those  who  have  pubUsbe  separate  accounts  of 
coins,  weights,  and  measures.  This  is  usually  appended  to  the  preceding  work, 
and  is  so  published  by  Teisser.  The  MatUitta  SuppeUeetilis  was  an  unfinished 
production ;  and  the  Specimen  nova  BU>liotheca  Mantucriptorum  Librorum, 
Paris,  1653,  4to.,  is  too  imperfectly  executed  for  the  exercise  of  rigid  criticism  ; 
although  Baillet  calls  it  '  useful  and  curious.'  Consult  the  Polyhist,  Literar,, 
voL  i.,  197,  208  :  and  Juffement  des  Savons,  vol.  ii.,  pt.  1,  p.  24,  edit.  1725.  A 
list  of  Labbe's  works,  finished,  unfinished,  and  projected,  was  published  at  Paris, 
in  1656  and  1662.  He  was  joint  editor  with  Cossart  of  that  tremendously 
voluminous  work — the  "  Collectio  Maxima  Conciliorum"— 1672,  18  volumes, 
folio. 

*  Lambbcius  died  at,  one  may  almost  say,  the  premature  age  of  52 :  and  the 
above  work  (in  eight  folio  volumes),  which  was  left  unfinished  in  consequence, 
(being  published  between  the  yean  1665-79  inclusive)  gives  us  a  magnificene 
idea  of  what  its  author  would  have  accomplished  [see  particulariy  Beimanni 
BibL  AcroamatieOf  p.  51]  had  it  pleased  Providence  to  prolong  so  valuable  an 
existence.  It  was  originally  sold  for  24  imperiali ;  but  at  the  commencement 
of  the  18th  century  for  not  less  than  80  thcUerif  and  a  copy  of  it  was  scarcely 
ever  to  be  met  with.  Two  reasons  have  been  assigned  for  its  great  rarity,  and 
especially  for  that  of  the  8th  volume ;  the  one,  that  Lambecius's  heir,  impatient 
at  the  slow  sale  of  the  work,  sold  many  copies  of  it  to  the  keepers  of  herb-stalls: 
the  other,  that,  when  the  author  was  lying  on  his  death-bed,  hia  servant  maid,  at 
the  suggestion  and  from  the  stinginess  of  the  same  heir,  burnt  many  copies  of 
this  eighth  volume  [which  had  recently  left  the  press]  to  light  the  fire  in  the 
chamber.  This  intelligence  I  glean  from  Vogt,  p.  495 :  it  had  escaped  Baillet 
and  Morhof.  But  consult  De  Bure,  voL  vi.,  Nos.  6004-5.  Beimannus  published 
a  Bibliotheca  Aeroamatiea,  Hanov.,  1712,  8vo.,  which  is  both  an  entertaining 
volume  and  a  useful  compendium  of  Lambecius's  immense  work.  But  in  the 
years  1766-82,  Kollarius  published  a  new  and  improved  edition  of  the  entire 
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Vindobonensis,  with  Nesselius's  supplement  to  the  same^ 
[1696,  2  vols,  fol.]  and  KoUarius's  new  edition  of  both, 
fonn  one  of  the  most  curious  and  important,  as  well  as 
elaborate,  productions  in  the  annals  of  literature  and 
bibliography.  Less  extensive,  but  more  select,  valuable, 
and  accurate,  in  its  choice  and  execution  of  objects,  is 
the  Bibliotheca  Hispana  Vetns  et  Nova  of  Nicholas 
Antonio  ;*  the  first,  and  the  best,  bibliographical  work 
which  Spain,  notwithstanding  her  fine  palaces  and 
libraries,  has  ever  produced.  If  neither  Philemon  nor 
yourself,  Lisardo,  possess  this  latter  work  [and  T  do  not 
see  it  upon  the  shelves  of  this  cabinet],  seek  for  it  with 

commentarios,  in  six  folio  volumes ;  embodying  in  this  gigantic  undertaking  the 
remarks  which  were  scattered  in  his  Analecta  MoHumentorum  omnit  avi  Vindobo" 
nenna,"  in  two  folio  volumes,  1761.  A  posthumous  work  of  Eollarius,  as  a  supple- 
ment to  his  new  edition  of  Lambocius's  Commentaries,  was  published  in  one  folio 
volume,  1790.  A  complete  set  of  these  volumes  of  Rollarius's  bibliographical 
labours,  relating  to  the  Vienna  library,  was  in  Sema  Santander*s  catalogue,  vol.  it., 
no  6291,  as  well  as  in  Krohn's :  in  which  latter  [n<*.  3554,  3562]  there  are  some  use- 
ful notices.  See  my  account  of  M.  Denis :  post.  Critics  have  accused  these  "  Com- 
mentaries concerning  the  MSS.  in  the  imperial  library  at  Vienna,'*  as  oontaming 
a  great  deal  of  rambling  and  desultory  matter ;  but  the  vast  erudition,  minute 
research,  and  unabateable  diligence  of  its  author,  will  for  ever  secure  to  him  the 
voice  of  public  praise,  as  loud  and  as  hearty  as  he  has  received  it  from  bis 
abridger  Reimannus.  In  these  volumes  appeared  the  first  account  of  the 
Psalter,  printed  at  Mentz  in  1457,  which  was  mistaken  by  Lambocius  for  a  MS. 
The  reader  will  forgive  my  referring  him  to  a  little  essay  upon  this  and  the 
subsequent  Psalters,  printed  at  Mentz,  in  1459,  1490,  &c,  which  was  published  by 
me  in  the  2nd  volume  of  the  A  tJuiiaamf  p.  360,  490. 

*  Morhof  considers  the  labours  of  Antonio  as  models  of  composition  in  their 
way.  His  grand  work  began  to  be  published  in  1672,  2  vols,  folio — being  the 
Bihliotheca  Httpana  Nova  :  this  was  succeeded,  in  1696,  by  the  Biblwtheca 
Jlispana  A  ntiqua — in  two  folio  volumes  :  the  prefaces  and  indexes  contain  every 
thing  to  satisfy  the  hearts  of  Spsoiish  Literati.  A  new  edition  of  the  drst  work 
was  published  at  Madrid,  in  1783,  2  vols.,  folio ;  and  of  the  latter  work,  in  1788, 
2  vols.,  folio. — These  rocont  editions  are  very  rarely  to  be  met  with  in  our  own 
country :  abroad,  they  seem  to  have  materially  lowered  the  prices  of  the  ancient 
ones,  which  had  become  excessively  scarce.  See  Polyhitt  Literar.,  vol.  i.,  203-4 : 
Dictionn.  BiUt'ogr.,  vol.  iv.,  p.  22 :  and  Man.  de  V  Inst.,  vol.  i.,  651.  Let  ns  here 
not  forget  the  learned  Michael  Casiri's  Bihliotheca  Arabieo-Ilijtpana  Bmxtri 
aletufU,  published  in  two  superb  folio  volumes  at  Madrid  in  1760.  All  these 
useful  and  splendid  works  place  the  Spaniards  upon  a  high  footing  with  their 
fellow-labourers  in  the  same  respectable  career.  De  La  Sema  Santander  tells  us 
that  Casiri's  work  is  dear,  and  highly  respected  by  the  Literati.  See  Cap,  de 
Santander,  vol  iv.,  no.  6296. 
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avidity ;  and  do  not  fear  the  pistoles  which  the  purchase 
of  it  may  cost  you.  Lipenius*  now  claims  a  moment's 
notice ;  of  whose  BibUotheca  Bealis  Morhof  is  inclined 
to  speak  more  favourably  than  other  critics.  'Tis  in  six 
volumes;  and  it  appeared  from  the  years  1679  to  1685 
inclusive.  Not  inferior  to  either  of  the  preceding  authors 
in  taste,  erudition,  and  the  number  and  importance  of 
his  works,  was  Adrien  Baillet  ;t  the  simple  pastor  of 

*  The  Bihliotheea  Realis,  Ac,  of  Lifbniub  contains  an  account  of  works 
published  in  the  departments  of  Jurisprvdenee,  Medicine,  Philosophy,  and 
Theoloffy:  of  these,  the  Bibliotheca  Theologica,  et  Philoaophica,  are  considered 
by  Morhof  as  the  best  executed.  The  Bibl.  Juridica  was,  howeyer,  republished 
at  Leipsic  in  two  folio  volumes,  1757,  with  considerable  additions.  This  latter 
is  the  last  Leipsic  reprint  of  it.  Saxius  notices  only  the  re-impressions  of  1720, 
1736, 1742.  See  his  (humoMt.  Lit.,  vol  v.,  588.  I  will  just  notice  the  BibUo- 
theca Vetui  et  Recent  of  EOEKioros,  1678,  folio— as  chart-makers  notice  shoals 
— ^to  be  avoided.  I  had  long  thrown  it  out  of  my  own  collection  before  I  read  its 
condemnation  by  Morhof.  Perhaps  the  following  account  of  certain  works,  which 
appear  to  have  escaped  the  recollection  of  Lysander,  may  not  be  unacceptable. 
In  the  year  1653,  Father  Raynaud,  whose  lucubrations  fill  20  folio  volumes, 
published  a  quarto  volume  at  Lyons,  under  the  title  of  "  Eroiemala  de  malit  <ie 
bonis  Lihrit,  deque  justa  aul  injusta  eorum  amditioM  ;"  which  he  borowed  in  part 
from  the  "  Theoiimus,  ten  de  tollendis  et  expurgandis  malis  libris,"  (Paris,  1549, 
8vo. )  of  Gabriol  Puhtherb.  Of  these  two  works,  if  were  difficult  to  determine  which 
is  preferable.  The  bibliographer  need  not  deeply  lament  the  want  of  either : 
consult  the  Poly  hist,  Literar.,  vol.  i.,  177.  In  the  year  1670,  VooLEB  published 
a  very  sensible  ''  Universalis  in  n^iiiam  eujttsqiie  generis  bofwrum  Scriptorum 
Introdtictio*' — of  this  work  two  subsequent  editions,  one  in  1691,  the  other  in 
1700,  4to.,  were  published  at  Helmstadt.  The  last  is  the  best ;  but  the 
second,  to  him  who  has  neither,  is  also  worth  purchasing.  The  seven  dissertations 
"  De  Libris  Ugendis*'  of  Bartholin,  Hafnise,  1676,  8vo.,  are  deserving  of  a  good 
coat  and  a  front  row  in  the  bibliographer's  cabinet.  "  Parvte  quidem  moUs  liber  est, 
sed  in  quo  quasi  constipata  sunt  utilissima  de  libris  munita  et  notitiss  ad 
multas  disciplinas  utiles."    So  speaks  Morhof. 

+  Adrien  Baillet  was  the  eldest  of  seven  children  bom  io  a  second  marriage. 
His  parents  were  in  moderate  circumstances :  but  Adrien  very  shortly  displaying 
a  love  of  study  and  of  book-collecting,  no  means,  compatible  with  their  situation, 
were  left  untried  by  his  parents  to  gratify  the  wishes  of  so  promising  a  child. 
From  his  earliest  youth,  he  had  a  strong  predilection  for  the  chiuxh ;  and  as  a 
classical  and  appropriate  education  was  then  easily  to  be  procured  in  France,  he 
went  from  school  to  college,  and  at  seventeen  years  of  age  had  amassed,  in  two 
fair  sized  volumes,  a  quantity  of  extracts  from  clever  works ;  which,  perhaps 
having  Beza's  example  in  his  mind,  he  entitled  Juvenilic^  His  masters  saw  and 
applauded  his  diligence ;  and  a  rest  of  only  five  hours  each  nighty  during  two 
years  and  a  half  of  this  youthful  period,  afforded  Baillet  such  opportunities  of  ac- 
quiring knowledge  as  rarely  fall  to  the  lot  of  a  young  man.    This  habit  of  short 
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Lardi^reSy  and  latterly  the  learned  and  indefatigable 
librarian  of  Lamoignon.  His  Jugemens  des  Savons^  edited 
by  De  la  Monnoye,  is  one  of  those  works  with  which  no 
man^  fond  of  typographical  and  bibliographical  pursuits^ 
can  comfortably  dispense.  I  had  nearly  forgotten  to 
warn  you  against  the  capricious  works  of  Beughbm  ;  a 
man,   nevertheless,   of  wonderful  mental   elasticity;  but 


repose  had  not  forsaken  him  in  his  riper  years :  **  he  considered  and  treated  his 
body  as  an  insolent  enemy,  which  required  constant  subjection ;  he  would  not 
suffer  it  to  rest  more  than  five  hours  each  night ;  he  recruited  it  with  only  one 
meal  a  day— drank  no  wine — never  came  near  the  fire— and  walked  out  but  once 
a  week."  The  consequence  of  this  absurd  regime  was  that  Baillet  had  ulcers  in 
his  legs,  an  erysipelatous  affection  oyer  his  body,  and  was,  in  other  respects, 
afflicted  as  sedentary  men  usually  are,  who  are  glued  to  their  seats  from  mom  till 
night,  never  mix  in  society,  and  rarely  breathe  the  pure  air  of  heaven.  These 
maladies  shortened  the  days  of  Baillet;  after  he  had  faithfully  served  the  La,- 
MOIQNONS  as  a  librarian  of  unparalleled  diligence  and  sagacity  ;  leaving  behind 
him  a  **  Cataloqut  des  MaUeret,^*  in  85  volumes  folio.  "All  the  curious  used  to 
come  and  see  this  catalogue :  many  bishops  and  magistrates  requested  to  have 
either  oopies  or  abridgments  of  it.**  When  Baillet  was  dragged,  by  his  friend 
M.  Hermant,  from  his  obscure  vicarage  of  Lardi^res,  to  be  Lamoignon's  librarian, 
he  seems  to  have  been  beside  himself  for  joy.—"  I  want  a  man  of  such  and  such 
qualities,"  said  Lamoignon. — "I  will  bring  one  exactly  to  suit  you,"  replied 
Hermant — "but  you  must  put  up  with  a  diseased  and  repulsive  exterior." — 
"  Nous  avons  besoin  de  fond,' 'said  the  sensible  patron,  "  la  forme  ne  m'embarasse 
point ;  Tair  de  ce  pays,  et  un  grain  de  sel  discret,  fera  le  reste  :  11  en  trouvera 
|ci."  Baillet  came,  and  his  biographer  tells  us  that  Lamoignon  and  Hermant 
"furent  ravis  de  le  voir.**  To  the  eternal  honour  of  the  family  in  which  he 
resided,  the  crazy  body  and  nervous  mind  of  Baillet  met  with  the  tenderest 
treatment.  Madame  Liunoignon  and  her  son  (the  latter,  a  thorough  bred  biblio- 
maniac ;  who,  under  the  auspices  of  bis  master,  soon  eclipsed  the  book  celebrity 
of  his  father)  always  took  a  pleasure  in  anticipating  his  wishes,  soothing  his 
irritabilities,  promoting  his  views,  and  speaking  loudly  and  constantly  of  the 
virtues  of  his  head  and  heart.  The  last  moments  of  Baillet  were  marked  with  true 
Christian  piety  and  fortitude  ;  and  his  last  breath  breathed  a  blessing  upon  his 
benefactors.  He  died  A.D.  1706,  sdtatis  56.  Rest  his  ashes  in  peace!— and 
come  we  now  to  his  bibliographical  publications.  His  **  Jugemens  des  Savans,** 
was  first  published  in  1685,  &c.,  in  nine  duodecimo  volumes.  Two  other  similar 
volumes  of  ArUi  BaiUei  succeeded  it.  The  success  and  profits  of  this  work 
were  very  considerable.  In  the  year  1722,  a  new  edition  of  it  in  seven  volumes, 
quarto,  was  undertaken  and  completed  by  De  La  Monnoye,  with  notes  by  the 
editor,  and  additions  of  the  original  author.  The  "  Anti  Baillet"  formed  the 
8th  volume.  In  the  year  1725,  De  La  Monnoye*s  edition,  with  his  notes  placed 
under  the  text — the  corrections  and  additions  incorporated— and  two  volumes 
of  fresh  matter,  including  the  Anti  Baillet — was  republished  at  Amsterdam,  in 
eight  duodecimo  volumes,  forming  16  parts,  and  being,  in  every  respect,  the  best 
edition  of  the  JvgetMns  des  Savons.    The  curious,  however,  should  obtain  the 
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for  ever  planning  schemes  too  vast  and  too  visionary 
for  the  human  powers  to  execute.* 

Phil.  Tou  have  at  length  reached  the  close  of  the 
17th  century ;  but  my  limited  knowledge  of  bibliogra- 
phical literature  supplies  me  with  the  recollection  of 
two  names  which  you  have  passed  over :  I  mean,  Tho- 
mas Blount  and  Antony-a-wood.  There  is  surely 
something  in  these  authors  relating  to  editions  of  the 
works  of  the  learned. 

Lysand.  You  have  anticipated  me  in  the  mention 
of  these  names.  I  had  not  forgotten  them.  With  the 
former^t  I  have  no  very  intimate  acquaintance ;  but  of 
the  latter  I  could  talk  in  commendation  till  dinner  time. 
Be  sure,  my  good  Lisardo,  that  you  obtain  both  editions 
of  the  AthauB  Oxoniensis.% 

partnit  of  BaOlet  prefixed  to  the  edition  of  1722;  as  the  copy  of  it  in  tho 
kitter  edition  is  a  most  wretched  performance.    These  particulars,  perhaps  a 
little  too  long  and  tedious,  are  gleaned  from  the  "  Abreg^  de  la  Vie  de  Baillet 
printed  in  the  two  last  editions  of  the  work  just  described. 

*  It  wiU  not  be  necessary  to  notice  all  the  multifarious  productions,  in 
MS.  and  in  print,  of  this  indefatigable  bibliographer;  who  had  cut  out  work 
enovigh  for  the  Utcs  of  ten  men,  each  succeeding  the  other,  and  well  employed 
from  mom  *till  even,  to  execute.  This  is  Marchand's  round  criticism  :  Diet,  Uitt 
ToL  i,  p.  100.  Beughem's  IneunaJbula  Typograpkica,  1688, 12mo.,  is  both  jejune 
and  grosdy  erroneous.  The  "  Bihliographia  Ervditorum  Criiico-Curiota,**  1689, 
1701, 4  vols. ,  12mo.,  being  an  alphabetical  account  of  writers — extracts  from  whom 
are  in  the  publio  literary  Journals  of  Europe  from  1665  to  1700 — with  the  title 
of  their  works — ib  Beughem's  best  production,  and  if  each  volume  had  not  had  a 
separate  alphabet,  and  contained  additions  upon  additions,  the  work  would  have 
prored  hi^y  nsefuL  His  '*  Oallia  Euridita"  Amst.,  1683, 12mo.,  is  miserably 
perplexing.  In  addition  to  Marchand,  consult  the  PolyhisL  LiUrar,  of  Morhof, 
voL  L,  p.  179  ;  and  the  note  therein  subjoined.  See  also  "  BiU.  Creoen,"  vol.  v., 
p.  298 :  CaLde  Santander,  voL  iy.,  nos.  6273-4  :  6281-2. 

f  Sir  Thomas  Pope  Blount's  "Centura  Celebrtorum  Authorum"  Londini,  1690, 
folio,  is  onqueetionably  a  learned  work — the  production  of  a  rural  and  retired 
life—"  Umbraticam  enim  vitam  et  ab  omni  strepitu  remotam  semper  in  delitiis 
habui,"— says  its  author,  in  the  preface.  It  treats  chiefly  of  the  most  learned, 
men,  and  sparingly  of  the  English.  His  **  I^enuurkt upon  Poetry,*'  Lond.,  1694,  4to. 
(in  English)  is  more  freqnently  read  and  referred  to.  It  is  a  pity  that  he  had  not 
left  out  the  whole  of  what  relates  to  the  Greek  and  Latin,  and  confined  himself 
entirely  to  the  English,  poets.  A  life  of  Sir  Thomas  Pope  Blount  will  be  found 
in  the  new  edition  of  the  Biograpkia  BrUanniccu 

X  The  firsty  and,  what  Heame  over  and  over  again  calls  the  genuine  edition  of 
the  Atkaue  Ojooniensis,  was  published  in  two  folio  volumes,  1691,  1692.    That  a 
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We  have  now  reached  the  boundaries  of  the  17th 
century,  and  are  just  entering  upon  the  one  which  is 
past :  and  yet  I  have  omitted  to  mention  the  very  ad- 
mirable PolyMstor.  lAterarius  of  Morhof  :*  a  work  by 
which  I  have  been  in  a  great  measure  guided  in  the 
opinions   pronounced  upon   the    bibliographers    already 


third  Tolume  was  intended  by  the  author  himself  may  be  seen  from  Heame's 
remarks  in  his  Thorn,  Caii,  Vind.  AtUiq.  Oxon.,  voL  i.,  p.  zliii.   For  the  chanotar 
of  the  work  consult  his  Rob,  dt  Aveih.,  pp.  xzvi  xxxiii.  After  the  lapse  of  neaiiy 
half  a  century,  it  was  judged  expedient  to  give  a  new  edition  of  these  Taluablo 
biographical  memoirs;   and  Dr.  Tanner,  afterwards  bishop  of  St.   Ase^^  was 
selected  to  be  the  editor  of  it.    It  was  well  known  that  Wood  had  not  only  mads 
large  corrections  to  his  own  printed  text,  but  had  written  nearly  500  new  lives — 
his  MS.  of  both  being  preserved  in  the  Ashmolean  Museum.    This  new  edition, ' 
therefore,  had  eyery  claim  to  public  notice.    When  it  appeared,  it  was  soon  diaoo- 
vered  to  be  a  corrupt  and  garbled  performance ;  and  that  the  genuine  text  of 
Wood,  as  well  in  his  correctness  of  the  old,  as  in  his  compositions  of  the  new, 
liyes,  had  been  most  capriciously  copied.     Dr.  Tanner,  to  defend  himself,  de- 
clared that  Tonson   "  would  never  let  him  see  oue  sheet  as  they  printed  it." 
This  was  sufficiently  infamous  for  the  bookseller  ;  but  the  editor  ought  sorely  to 
have  abandoned  a  publication  thus  faithlessly  conducted,  or  to  have  entered  his 
caveat  in  the  preface,  when  it  did  appear,  that  he  would  not  be  answerable  for  the 
authenticity  of  the  materials :  neither  of  whioh  were  done.    He  wrote,  however, 
an  exculpatory  letter  to  Archbishop  Wake,  which  the  reader  may  see  at  length 
in  Mr.  Beloe's  A  necdotes  [qf  LUeratwr,  vol.  ii.,  p.  304.    Consult  the  life  of  the 
author  in  Mr.  Gutch's  valuable  reprint  of  Wood's  " History  and  AntiqwUUt  qf 
the  Univeriiiy  of  Oxford,**  1792,  4to.,  2  vols.  :  also,  'PreyXa^B  AnaUct.  LUerar,, 
vqJ.  ii.,  1105.    I  have  great  pleasure  in  closing  this  note,  by  observing  that  Mr. 
Philip  Bliss,  of  St.  John's  College,  Oxford,  is  busily  engaged  in  giving  us,  what 
we  shall  all  be  glad  to  hail,  a  new  and  faithful  edition  of  Wood's  text  of  the 
AihcMB  OxouiensU,  in  five  or  six  quarto  volumes. 

*  Daniel  George  Morhof,  professor  of  poetry,  eloquence,  and  history,  was 
librarian  of  the  University  of  Khiel.  He  published  various  works,  but  the  above 
— the  best  edition*  of  which  is  of  the  date  of  1747 — is  by  far  the  most  learned 
and  useful — "  liber  non  sua  laude  privandus  ;  cum  primus  fere  fuerit  Morhofios 
qui  banc  amoeniorum  literarum  partem  in  meliorum  redigerit."  VogL,  T^ret,  ix., 
edit.  1793.  Its  leading  error  is  the  want  of  method.  His  "  Princeps  M«dicu$,'* 
1665,  4to.,  is  a  very  singular  dissertation  upon  the  cure  of  the  evil  by  the  royal 
touch ;  in  the  efficacy  of  which  the  author  appears  to  have  believed.  His  "  Epi^- 
tola  dt  tcypko  vitreo  per  sonum  humancg  vocis  rupto,*'  Kiloni,  1703,  4to. — which 
was  occasioned  by  a  wine  merchant  of  Amsterdam  breaking  a  wine-glass  by  the 
strength  of  his  voice — is  said  to  be  full  of  curious  matter.  Morhof  died  A.D.  1691, 
in  his  53rd  year :  beloved  by  all  who  knew  the  excellent  and  amiable  qualities  of 
his  head  and  heart.  He  was  so  laborious  that  he  wrote  during  his  meals.  His 
motto,  chosen  by  himself, — Pietatr,  Candors,  Pruoentia,  should  never  be 
lost  sight  of  by  bibliomaniacs !  His  library  was  large  and  select.  These  particu- 
lars are  gleaned  from  the  DicL  Jlidoriffue,  Caen,  1789,  vol.  vi.,  p.  350. 
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introduced  to  you.  This  work,  under  a  somewhat  better 
form,  and  with  a  few  necessary  omissions  and  additions, 
one  could  wish  to  see  translated  into  our  own  language. 
The  name  of  Maittaire  strikes  us  with  admiration  and 
respect  at  the  very  opening  of  the  18th  century.  His 
elaborate  Annates  Typographici  have  secured  him  the 
respect  of  posterity.*    Le  Long,  whose    pursuits  were 

*  A  eompendious  aocount  of  Maittaibb  will  be  found  in  the  third  edition  of 
my  IntrodudioH  to  the  Knowledge  of  rare  and  valuable  Editions  of  the  Oreek  and 
Laii%  Ctatsiet,  vol.  L,  p.  148.  Bee  too  Mr.  Beloe*8  Anecdotes  q/  Liieratwre,  d-c,, 
vol  TO.,  p.  ix.  The  various  Tolumes  of  his  A  nnales  Typographici  are  well  de- 
■cribed  in  the  BibL  Crevenn,,  vol.  v.  p.  287.  To  these  may  be  added,  in  the 
faiblingrajrfiical  department,  his  Historia  Stephanorum^  vitas  ipsorum  ac  libros  com- 
piecttntf  17(39,  8to. — and  the  Historia  Typographorum  aliquot  Paririensium  vitas 
et  Uiroi  eompleetens,  1717,  8vo. — Of  these  two  latter  works,  (which,  from  a  con- 
temporaneous catalogue,  I  find  were  originally  published  at  is,  the  common  paper, 
Mr.  T.  Orenville  has  beautiful  copies  upon  laboe  papbb.  The  books  are  rare  in 
any  shape.  The  principal  merit  of  Maittaire 's  Annates  Typographici  consists  in  a 
great  deal  of  ciuions  matter  detailed  in  the  notes ;  but  the  absence  of  the  "  luddus 
otdo**  renders  the  perusal  of  these  fatiguing  and  unsatisfactory.  The  author  brought 
a  fall  and  well-informed  mind  to  the  task  he  undertook — ^but  he  wanted  taste  and 
pradsion  in  the  arrangement  of  his  materials.  The  eye  wanders  over  a  vast  indi- 
gested mass ;  and  information,  when  it  is  to  be  acquired  with  excessive  toil,  is, 
oomparatively,  seldom  acquired.  Panzer  has  adopted  an  infinitely  better  plan, 
OD  the  model  of  Orlandi ;  and  if  his  materials  had  been  printed  with  the  same 
beantj  with  which  they  appear  to  have  been  composed,  and  his  annals  had  descended 
to  as  late  a  period  as  those  of  Maittaire,  his  work  must  have  made  us  eventually 
fovget  that  of  his  predecessor.  The  bibliographer  is,  no  doubt,  aware  that  of  Mait- 
taire's  first  v<dume  there  are  two  editions  :  why  the  author  did  not  reprint,  in  the 
second  edition  (1733),  the  fac-simile  of  the  epigram  and  epistle  of  Lascar  pre- 
fixed to  the  edition  of  the  Anthology,  1496,  and  the  Disquisition  concerning  the 
andent  editions  of  Quintilian  (both  of  which  were  in  the  first  edition  of  1719), 
is  absolutely  inexplicable.  Maittaire  was  sharply  attacked  for  this  absurdity,  in 
ihe  "  Catalogus  Auctorura,"  of  the  **  A  nnus  Tertius  Sobcularis  2nv,  Art  Typog." 
Harlem,  1741,  8vo.,  p.  11.  "  Rara  certe  Librum  augendi  methodus !  (exclaims 
the  author)  Satis  patet  auctorem  hoc  eo  fecisse  condlio,  ut  et  primsD  et  secundss 
Lihri  sui  editioni  pretium  suum  constaret,  et  una  sque  ac  altera  Lectoribus  neces- 
■aria  eeaet."  Copies  of  the  Typographical  Antiquities  by  Maittaire,  upon  labob 
PAPBB,  are  now  exceedingly  scarce.  The  work,  in  this  shape,  has  a  noble  appear- 
ance. While  Maittaire  was  publishing  his  Typographical  Annals,  Oblandi  put  forth 
a  similar  work  under  the  title  of  "  Origine  e  Progrtssi  delta  Stampa  o  sia  delT 
Arlelmpressoria,  e  Notizie  delC  Opere  stampate  dalV  Anno  1462,  sino  aXC  Anno 
1500."  Bologna,  1722,  4to.  Of  this  work,  which  is  rather  a  compendious  account 
ol  the  several  books  published  in  the  period  above  specified,  there  are  copies  upon 
strong  WBimtro  fapbb — ^which  the  curious  prefer.  Although  I  have  a  long  time 
considered  it  as  8ux>er8eded  by  the  labours  of  Maittaire  and  Panzer,  yet  I  will 
not  withhold  from  the  reader  the  following  critique :  *'  Get  ouvrage  doit  presquo 
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chiefly  biblical  and  historical,  was  his  contemporary ; 
an  able,  sedulous,  and  learned  bibliographer.  His  whole 
soul  was  in  his  library ;  and  he  never  spared  the  most 
painftd  toil  in  order  to  accomplish   the  various  objects 


n^cessairement  dire  annexe  Ik  celoi  de  Maittaire  k  cause  de  plnsieun  notioes  et 
rocherches,  qui  le  rendent  fort  ourieux  et  iut^ressant.''  Bibl.  Crevenn,,  toL  v.,  286-7. 
As  we  are  upon  publications  treating  of  Typography,  we  may  notice  the 
«  AnnaXium  Typographicorum  teUcta  qwaedwn  eapiUiy"  Hamb.,  1740,  4to,  of  LaoK- 
man;  and  Hibsohius's  supplement  to  the  typographical  labours  of  his  prede- 
cessors— ^in  the  "  Lxbrorwm  ah  Anno  /.  utqut  ad  Annttm  L.  Sec  zri.  Tyjn$ 
exteriptorvm  ex  Libraria  quadam  supeUeetile,  NoriwJbcrga  eolUcta  et  obteriata, 
MilUnaritts  I"  &c.  Noriberg,  1746,  4to.  About  this  period  was  published  a 
very  curious,  and  now  tincommon,  octavo  volume,  of  about  250  pages,  by  Sbb  • 
called  "Annus  Tertiue  ScecularU  Inventce  Artie  Typograpkicm,  Harlem,  1741 — 
with  several  very  interesting  cuts  relating  to  Coster,  the  supposed  inventor  of  the 
art  of  printing.  It  is  a  little  strange  that  Lysander,  in  the  above  account  of  end- 
nent  typographical  writers,  shoiild  omit  to  mention  Chevillieb— whose  L'Oriffme 
de  V  Imprimerie  de  Paris,  dtc.,  1694,  4to.,  is  a  work  of  great  merit,  andisgeneoraUj 
found  upon  every  bibliographer's  shelf.  Baillet  had  supplied  him  with  a  pretty 
strong  outline,  in  his  short  account  Tof  Parisian  fprinters.  All  the  oof^ee  of 
Chevillier's  book,  which  I  have  seen,  are  printed  upon  what  is  called  Fozey  pi^Mr. 
I  believe  there  are  none  upon  labob  papeb.  We  may  just  notice  La  Cailli's 
Hisloire  de  T  Imprimene  et  de  la  Librarie,  1689,  4to.,  as  a  work  full  of  eiron. 
In  order  that  nothing  may  be  wanting  to  complete  the  typographical  ooUeotioa 
of  the  curious,  let  the  "  portraits  of  booksellers  and  printers,  from  ancient  times 
to  our  own,"  published  at  Nuremberg,  in  1726,  folio— and  '*  the  Devices  and  Em- 
blems" of  the  same,  published  at  the  same  place,  in  1780,  folio,  be  procured,  if 
possible.  The  Latin  titles  of  these  two  latter  works,  both  by  Scholtzius,  will 
be  found  in  the  Bibl,  Crevenn,  vol.  v.  281.  Renouard  mentions  the  last  in  his 
'*  Annales  de  r  Imprimerie  dee  Aide,  voL  ii.  p.  68.  Meanwhile  the  MoimmefUa 
Typoffrapkica  of  WoLFius,  Hamb.,  1740,  2  vols,  8vo.,  embraces  a  number  of 
curious  and  scattered  dissertations  upon  this  interesting  and  valuable  art.  It 
may  be  obtained  for  Ss,  or  10«.  at  present  1  The  Amamitattu  LUerario!,  die.,  of 
ScHELHOBN  had  like  to  have  been  passed  over.  It  was  published  in  14  small 
octavo  volumes,  at  Frankfort  and  Leipsic,  from  the  year  1725  to  1781  inclusive. 
The  AmoaiiUUes  Bisioriee  Ecclesiastiae  et  Literarice,  of  the  same  person,  and  pub- 
lished at  the  same  place  in  two  octavo  volumes,  1788,  should  accompany  the 
foregoing  work.  Both  are  scarce  and  sought  after  in  this  country.  In  the  former 
there  are  some  curious  dissertations,  with  cuts,  upon  early  printed  books.  Con- 
oeming  the  most  ancient  edition  of  the  Latin  Bibles,  Schelhom  put  forth  an  ex- 
press treatise,  which  was  published  at  Ulm  in  1760,  4to.  This  latter  woric  is  very 
desirable  to  the  curious  in  biblical  researches,  as  one  meets  with  constant  mention 
of  Schelhom's  bible.  Let  me  not  omitZAPP's  Annales  Typographioi  Augustana, 
Aug.Vindel.,  1778;  which  was  republished,  with  copious  additions,  at  Augsboux^g, 
in  two  parts,  1786,  4to. — ^but  imluckily,  this  latter  is  printed  in  the  Gennan  lan- 
guage. Upon  Spanish  Typography  (a  very  interesting  subject),  there  is  a  disser- 
tation by  Raymond  Diosdado  Caballero,  entitled  "De  Prima  TypograpkitK  Eit^ 
panicas  uEiate  Specimen,"  Rome,  1798,  4to. 
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of  his  inquiry.*  And  here,  my  dear  friends,  let  me  pay 
a  proper  tribute  of  respect  to  the  memory  of  an  emi- 
n^itly  learned  and  laborious  scholar  and  bibliographer : 
I  mean  John  Albert  Fabricius.    His  laboursf  shed  a 


*  Fhnnthe  Latin  life  of  Le  Lono,  prefixed  to  his  BiUiotkeea  Sacra,  we  leani 
that  he  was  an  adept  in  most  languages,  ancient  and  modem :  and  that  **  in 
Chatpartof  literature  connected  with  Biblioorapht  (Typographorum  et  Libro- 
mm  Hiitoria),  he  retained  every  thing  so  correctly  in  his  memory  that  he  yielded 
to  few  literaiy  men,  certainly  to  no  bookseller."  Of  the  early  years  of  such  a 
Bun  it  is  a  ptj  that  we  have  not  a  better  account.  His  Bibliotheea  Sacra,  Paris, 
1725^  folio,  has  been  republished  by  BLkflOH  and  Boebneb,  in  four  volumes,  4to., 
1778,  and  enriched  with  copious  and  valuable  additions.  This  latter  work  is  quite 
vnrivalled:  no  young  or  old  theologian,  who  takes  any  interest  in  the  various 
•ditioiis  of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  in  almost  all  languages,  can  possibly  diBpenae 
with  neh  a  fund  of  sacred  literature.  The  BibliotMque  Historurue  de  la  France, 
1719,  foBo,  by  the  same  learned  and  industrious  bibliographer,  has  met  with  a 
fito  e^inally  fortunate.  Foktbtti  republished  it  in  1768,  in  five  folio  volumes, 
and  has  immortalised  himself  and  his  predecessor  by  one  of  the  most  useful  and 
^ilaiMyd  productions  that  ever  issued  from  the  press.  De  Bure  used  to  sell  co- 
of  it  upon  LABOB  PAPEB,  in  sheets,  for  258  livres :  according  to  the  adver- 
subjoined  to  his  catalogue  of  dount  BCacarty*s  books  in  1779,  8vo.  The 
of  England,  which  groan  too  much  beneath  the  weight  of  ephemeral 
travels  and  trumpery  novels,  are  doomed,  I  fear,  long  to  continue  strangers  to 
aoflh  woiks  of  national  utility. 


f  Tlie  ehief  labours  of  Fabricius  ("  Vir  tXXnvix<^rarot*'— as  Relmannus  truly 
oaDa  him),  eooneoted  with  the  present  object  of  our  pursuit,  have  the  following 
titles:  1.  "Bibliotheea  Gfrceea,  tive  NotUia  Scriptorum  Orascorwn,  iSx.,  Hamb. 
1705-8-14-18^  ko,,  4to.,  14  vols.— of  which  a  new  edition  is  now  published  by 
HaBT.EB,  with  great  additions,  and  a  fresh  arrangement  of  the  original  matter : 
twelve  volumes  have  already  been  delivered  to  the  public  2.  Bibliotheea  Latina  ; 
first  published  in  one  volume,  1703 — then  in  three  volumes,  1721,  and  afterwards 
in  two  volumes,  1728,  4to. ;— but  the  last  and  best  edition  is  that  of  1773,  in  three 
Tola.  8vo.,  published  by  Emesti  at  Leipsic— and  yet  not  free  from  numerous 
trroTB.  S.  Biblio^raphia  Antiquaria,  1716,  4to. :  a  new  edition  of  Schaffshausen, 
in  17(K),  4ta,  has  superseded  the  old  one.  A  work  of  this  kind  in  our  own 
language  would  be  veiy  useful,  and  even  entertaining.  Fabricius  has  executed  it 
in  a  masterly  manner.  4.  BHUoiheea  Bccletiagtica,  in  qvd  eowtinentur  variorum 
amikontmtraeiaiuideieriptcribuseeeleiicuiieis,  Hamb.,  1718,  folio.  An  excellent 
work ;  in  which  the  curious  after  theological  tracts  and  their  authors  will  always 
find  valuable  information.  It  is  generally  sharply  contended  for  at  book-auctions. 
S.  BibliotheoalMlina  Media  etIiiJimicejEtatit,dx,,  Leipsic,  1734,  6  vols.  8vo.— 
again,  with  Sohoettgenius's  supplement,  in  1754,  4to.,  6  vols,  in  3.  This  latter  is 
in  every  respect  the  best  edition  of  a  work  which  is  absolutely  indispensable  to 
the  phik>logi8t.  A  very  excellent  synopsis  or  critical  account  of  Fabridus's  works 
published  at  Ams.,  1788,  in  4to.,  which  the  student  should  procure.  Let 
here  reoommend  the  Hittoria  BibUotheccs  Fabrieiana,  compiled  by  John 
FaBUcin%  17X7-24,  6  vols.  4to,  as  a  necessary  and  interesting  supplement 
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lustre  upon  the  scholastic  annals  of  the  18th  century ; 
for  he  opened^  as  it  were,  the  gates  of  literature  to  the 
inquiring  student;  inviting  him  to  enter  the  field  and 
contemplate  the  diversity  and  beauty  of  the  several 
flowers  which  grew  therein — ^telling  him  by  whom  they 
were  planted,  and  explaining  how  their  growth  and 
luxuriancy  were  to  be  regulated.  There  are  few  in- 
structors to  whom  we  owe  so  much ;  none  to  whom  we 
are  more  indebted.  Let  his  works,  therefore,  have  a 
hajidsome  binding,  and  a  conspicuous  place  in  your 
libraries :  for  happy  is  that  man  who  has  them  at  hand 

to  facilitate  his  inquiries,  or  to  solve  his  doubts.  While 
Fabricius  was  thus  laudably  exercising  his  great  talents 
in  the  cause  of  ancient  literature,  the  illustrious  name 
of  Lribnitz*  appeared  as  author  of  a  work  of  essen- 
tial utility  to  the  historian  and  bibliographer.  I  allude 
to  his  Scriptores  Rerum  Bruntvicensium,  which  has  re- 
ceived a  well  pointed  compliment  from  the  polished  pen 
of  Gibbon.  After  the  successful  labours  of  Fabricius 
and  Leibnitz,  we  may  notice  those  of  Struvius  !  whose 
Historical  LSn-aryf  should  be  in  every  philological 
collection. 

to  the  preceding  worka  of  John  Albert  Fabricius.  I  have  often  gleaned  tome 
ourioiis  bibliographical  intelligonce  from  its  copious  pages.  The  reader  may 
consult  BibL  CrevenH.,  vol.  ▼.,  272-8. 

*  He  is  noticed  here  only  as  the  author  of  "  Idea  Biblictheea  Pvbliae  jenf»- 
dum  cloMes  scitntiarum  ordinatidcg,  fusior  et  eontmctior,**  and  of  the  "  Seriplares 
Remm  Bruntwicarum,"  Hanov.,  1707>  fol.,  8  vols.  "  The  antiquarian,  who  blushes 
at  his  alKanoe  with  Thomas  Heame,  will  feel  his  profession  ennobled  by  the  name 
of  LliBsnrz.  That  extraordinary  genius  embraced  and  improved  the  whole  oirdo 
of  human  science ;  and,  after  wrestling  with  Newton  and  Clark  in  the  sublime 
regions  of  geometry  and  metaphysics,  he  could  descend  upon  earth  to  examine 
the  uncouth  characters  and  barbarous  Latin  of  a  chronicle  or  charter."  Oibbon  : 
Poit  Works,  vol.  ii.,  712.    Consult  also  Afrm,  de  VlntU,  voL  v.,  648. 

f  I  wfll  not  pretend  to  enumerate  all  the  learned  works  of  Burchard  Gk>TTH- 
LTEB  Struvius.  His  "  BihUotheca  Librorvm  Bariorum"  was  published  in  1719, 
4to.  The  first  edition  of  tho  Bihh'otheca  ffistorica  appeared  as  early  as  1705  :  a 
very  valuable  one  was  published  by  Buder,  in  1740,  2  vols.  :  but  the  last,  and  by  far 
the  most  copious  and  valuable,  is  that  which  exhibits  the  joint  editorial  labours  of 
Buder  and  Mrusel,  in  eleven  octavo  volumes,  1782,  1802— though  I  believe  it 
does  not  contain  every  thing  which  may  be  found  in  the  edition  of  the  BihL  Hut. 


THE  CABINET.  61 

Phil.  You  are  advancing  towards  the  middle  of  the 
18th  century,  in  enumerating  foreign  publications,  with- 
out calling  to  mind  that  we  have,  at  home,  many 
laudable  publications  relating  to  typography  and 
bibliography,  which  merit  at  least  some  notice,  if  not 
commendation. 

Lysand.  I  thank  you  for  the  reproof.  It  is  true,  I 
was  running  precipitately  to  introduce  a  crowd  of 
foreigners  to  your  notice,  without  paying  my  respects, 
by  the  way,  to  the  Historical  libraries  of  Bishop 
NicoLSON,  Uie  BtbUotheca  literaria  of  Wasse,  and  the 
Librarian  of  William  Oldys.  Nor  should  I  omit  to 
mention  the  still  more  creditable  performance  of  Bishop 
Tanner:  while  the  typographical  publications  of 
Watson,  Palmer,    and   Middleton,*  may  as  well  be 

Selecta,  by  Jugler,  1754,  three  yols.  8to.  :  Tide  pp.  iv.  and  vii.  of  the  preface  of 
Meiisers  edition.  The  BiU.  Hist.  Seled.,  by  Jugler,  was  formerly  published  under 
the  title  of  Inirod,  i%  iwiitiam  rei  literarux  et  ugum  Bihliotheixe.  Jugler*s  editSou 
of  it  contains  a  stiflf  portrait  of  himself  in  a  finely  embroidered  satin  waisbcoat.  The 
first  voltmie,  relating  to  foreign  libraries,  is  very  interesting :  but,  unluckily,  the 
work  is  rare.    Of  Struvius*8  Bibl,  Saxomca,  1736,  8vo.,  I  never  saw  a  copy. 

•  Let  us  go  gently  over  this  British  ground,  which  Lysander  depictures  in  rather 
a  fiowery  manner.  The  first  edition  «f  Bishop  Nicolson's  English  Historical 
Library  was  published  in  the  years  1696,  1697,  and  1699— comprehending  the 
entire  three  parts.  In  1702,  came  forth  the  Scottish  Historical  library;  and  in 
1724,  the  Irish  Historical  Library.  These  three  libraries,  with  the  author's  letter 
to  Bishop  Rennet  in  defence  of  the  same,  are  UKually  published  in  one  volume ; 
and  the  last  and  1)est  editions  of  the  same  are  those  of  1736,  fol.,  and  17/6,  4to. 
Mr.  John  Nichols  has  recently  published  an  entertaining  posthumous  woric  of  the 
bishop's  Epistolary  CorrespondeiuXf  in  two  octavo  volumes,  1809.  Some  of  these 
letters  throw  light  and  interest  upon  the  literature  of  the  times.  As  to  the 
authority  of  Bishop  Nicolson,  in  his  historical  matters,  I  fear  the  sharp  things 
which  are  said  of  his  libraries  by  Tyrrell  (Pref.  to  Hist,  EngL,  vol.  ii.,  p.  6.), 
and  Wood  {Athen.  BriL,  vol.  iL,  col.  980,  ed.  1721),  all  which  authorities  are 
referred  to  by  Mr.  Nichols,  are  sufficiently  founded  upon  truth.  He  was  a  violent 
and  wrong-headed  vmter  in  many  respects ;  but  he  had  acumen,  strength,  and 
fancy.  The  BihlialhKa  Literaiia  of  Wassb  (although  his  name  does  not  appear 
as  the  professed  editor)  is  a  truly  solid  and  valuable  publication ;  worthy  of  the 
reputation  of  the  learned  editor  of  Sallust.  The  work  was  published  in  numbers, 
which  were  sold  at  one  shilling  each :  but,  I  suppose  from  the  paucity  of  classical 
readers,  it  could  not  be  supported  beyond  the  10th  number  (1724) ;  when  it  ceased 
to  be  published.  Some  of  the  dissertations  are  very  interesting  as  well  as  erudite. 
Oldys*6  British  Librarian  WBB  published  in  six  numbers,  during  the  first  six 
months  of  the  year  1737 ;   forming,  with  the  index,  an  octavo  volume  of  402 
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admitted  into  your  libraries,  if  you  are  partial  to  sach 
works  ;  although  upon  this  latter  subject,  the  elegant 
quarto  volume  of  Ames  merits  particular  commen- 
dation. 

Lis.  I  am  glad  to  hear  such  handsome  things  said  of 
the  performances  of  our  own  countrymen.  I  was  fearful, 
from  your  frequent  sly  allusions,  that  we  had  nothing* 
worth  mentioning.  But  proceed  with  your  Germans, 
Italians,  and  Frenchmen. 

Lysand.  You  draw  too  severe  a  conclusion.  I  have 
made  no  sly  allusions.    My    invariable    love  of  truth 


pages.    It  is  difficult  to  aaj,  from  the  conclusion  (p.  378-4),  whether  the  woilc 

was  dropped  for  want  of  encouragement,  or  from  the  oaprioioiisness  or  indoleiieo 

of  the  author :  but  I  suspect  that  the  gnmnd  was  suffered  "  to  lie  fallow"  *(to  nao 

his  own  words)  till  it  was  sufifocated  with  weeds — owing  to  the  former  cause :  as 

Oldys  never  suffered  his  pen  to  lie  idle  while  he  could  "  put  money  in  his  pursed 

from  his  lucubrations.     We  shall  speak  of  him  more  particularly  in  Part  ▼. 

Meanwhile,  the  reader  is  informed  that  the  BrUuh  lAbrarian  is  a  work  of  no 

common  occurrence,  or  mean  value.    It  is  rigidly  correct,  if  not  very  learned,  in 

bibliographical  information.    I  once  sent  three  guineas  to  procure  a  copy  of  it^ 

according  to  its  description,  upon  large  paper  ;  but,  on  its  arrival,  I  found  it  to 

be  not  quite  so  large  as  my  own  tolerably  amply-margined  copy.  Bishop  TAinrKR*s 

BiUioihtca  BrUanico-ffibemtea,  which  cost  the  author  forty  years'  labour,  was 

published  in  1748,  folio;   with  a  preface  by  Dr.   Wilkins.     We  must  leoeive 

it  with  many  thanks,  imperfect  and  erroneous  as  many  parts  of  it  are ;  but  I 

hope  the  period  is  not  very  remote  when  a  literary  friend,  living,  as  he  oon- 

stantly  is,  in  an  inexhaustible  stock  of  British  literature  of  all  kinds,  will  give 

us  a  new  edition,  with  copious  additions  and  corrections,   translated  into  our 

native  tongue.    The  History  qf  the  Art  of  Printing  by  Watbon,  Edit.,  1713^  Svo., 

is  at  best  but  a  meagre  performance.    It  happens  to  be  rare,  and,  therefore^ 

bibliomaniacs  hunt  after  it.    My  copy  of  it,  upon  large  paper,  cost  me  1/.  8f. 

It  was  formerly  Paton's,  of  .Edinburgh,  a  knowing  antiquary  in  Scottish  printing. 

The  Hiitory  qf  Printing,  by  Palmer,  1733,  4to.,   and  Dr.   MiDDLBTOir'8    ZKf- 

aertaiiont  upon  the  »ame,  1735«  4to.,  have  been  particularly  treated  by  me,  as  well 

as  the  similar  works  of  Ahes  and  Herbert,  in  the  first  volume  of  my  new  edi- 

iion  of  Herbert's  Britith  Typographical  A  ntiquitiea;  and  the  public  is  too  weU 

acquainted  with  the  merits  and  demerits  of  each  to  require  their  being  pointed 

out  in  the  present  place.    I  will  close  this  note  by  observing  that  the  Cennarim 

Literaria,  in  ten  volumes  octavo ;  and  the  Britith  Bibliographer  (now  publishing) 

which  grew  out  of  it ;   Mr.  Beloe's  Anecdotes  qf  Literature  and  Scarce   Boota, 

six  volumes,  8vo. ;  and  Mr.  Savage's  .continuation  of  The  Britith  Librarian ;  are 

works  which  render  the  list  of  English  publications,  relating  to  t3npography  and 

curious  books,  almost  complete.    I  believe  I  may  safely  affirm  that  the  period  ia 

not  very  distant  when  some  of  these  latter  publications,  from  the  comparatively 

few  copies  which  were  struck  off,  will  become  very  rare. 
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impels  me  to  state  facts  as  they  arise.  That  we  have 
philosophers,  poets,  scholars,  divines,  lovers  and  col- 
lectors of  books,  equal  to  those  of  any  nation  upon 
earth  is  most  readily  admitted.  But  bibliography  has 
never  been,  till  now,  a  popular  (shall  I  say  fiushionable  ?) 
pursuit  amongst  the  English. 

Lis.  Well,  if  what  you  call  bibliography  has  pro- 
duced such  eminent  men,  and  so  many  useftd  works,  as 
those  which  have  been  just  enmnerat^,  I  shall  begin  to 
have  some  little  respect  for  this  department  of  litera- 
ture ;  and,  indeed,  I  already  feel  impatient  to  go  through 
the  list  of  your  bibliographical  heroes. — Who  is  the  next 
champion  deserving  of  notice  ? 

Lysand.  This  confession  gives  me  sincere  pleasure. 
Only  indulgfe  me  in  my  rambling  manner  of  disquisi- 
tion, and  I  will  strive  to  satisfy  you  in  every  reasonable 
particular. 

If  ever  you  should  be  disposed  to  form  a  bibliogra- 
phical collection,  do  not  omit  securing,  when  it  comes 
across  you,  the  best  edition  of  Du  Fresnoy's*  Methode 
pour  Studier  FHistoire:  it  is  rare,  and  sought  after  in 
this  country.  And  now — ^sofUy  approach,  and  gently 
strew  the  flowers  upon,  the  tomb  of  worthy  Niceron  :t 
Low  lies  the  head,  and  quiescent  has  become  the  pen, 
of  this  most  excellent  and  learned  man  ! — whose  produc- 
tions have    furnished    biographers    with    some  of  their 

*  The  last  edition  of  this  work  is  the  one  which  was  printed  in  fifteen  volumes, 
crown  8vo.,  at  Paris,  1772 :  with  a  copious  index — ^and  proportionable  improve- 
ments  in  corrections  and  additions.  It  is  now  rare.  I  threw  out  the  old  edition 
of  1729,  four  vols,  4to.,  upon  labge  paper  ;  and  paid  three  guineas  to  boot  for 
the  new  one,  neatly  bound. 

f  It  is  quite  delightful  to  read  the  account,  in  the  Diet,  Hid,,  published  at  Caen, 
1789,  (yol.  tL,  p.  475)  of  Jean  Pibbrb  Niceron  ;  whose  whole  life  seems  to 
have  been  devoted  to  bibliography  and  literary  history.  Frank,  amiable,  indus- 
trious, communicative,  shrewd,  and  learned — Niceron  was  the  delight  of  his 
friends,  and  the  admiration  of  the  pubUc.  His  "  MemoUrea  pour  tervir  d  VHistoire 
du  Hommet  Illustres,  <kc.,  avec  un  CcUcUogtu  raitonnS  de  Uur  Ouvragei"  was  pub- 
Ushed  from  the  years  1729  to  1740,  in  forty  crown  Svo.  volumes.  A  supplement 
of  three  volumes,  the  latter  of  which  is  divided  into  two  parts,  renders  this  very 
useful,  and  absolutely  necessary,  work  complete  in  44  volumes.  The  bibliomaniac 
can  never  enjoy  perfect  rest  till  he  is  in  possession  of  it ! 
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choicest  materials,  and  whose  devotion  to  literature  and 
history  has  been  a  general  theme  of  admiration  and 
praise.  The  mention  of  this  illustrious  name,  in  such  a 
manner,  has  excited  in  my  mind  a  particular  train  of 
ideas.  Let  me,  therefore,  in  imagination,  conduct  you 
both  to  yonder  dark  ayenue  of  trees — and,  descending  a 
small  flight  of  steps,  near  the  bottom  of  which  gushes 
out  a  salient  stream — ^let  us  enter  a  spacious  grotto,  where 
every  thing  is  cool  and  silent ;  and  where  small  alabaster 
busts,  of  the  greater  number  of  those  bibliographers  I 
am  about  to  mention,  decorate  the  niches  on  each  side 
of  it.  How  tranquil  and  how  congenial  is  such  a  resting^ 
place! — But  let  us  pursue  our  inquires.  Yonder  sharp 
and  well  turned  countenances,  at  the  entrance  of  the 
grotto,  are  fixed  there  as  representations  of  Cardinal 
QuiRiNi*  and  Goujbt;  the  Bibliotheque  Frtuifoise  of 
the  latter  of  whom — with  which  I  could  wish  book  col- 
lectors, in  general,  to  have  a  more  intimate  acquaintance 
— has  obtained  universal  reputation.f    Next    to  him,  you 

*  QuiBnn  published  his  "Specimen  varia  Literatune  qwg  in  urbe  Brixiet  ^uh 
que  Ditionepaulo  pott  Typographioa  incunabula  florebat"  dx.,  at  Braecia,  in  1789  ; 
two  vols.,  8vo. :  then  followed  "  Cainiloffo  delle  Opere  del  CardinaUQu,iriniu$ciiealia 
luce  qvcui  tutieeda*  Torchi  di  mi  Oian  MariaRizzardi  Stampaiore  in  Brefcia,**  Sro. 
In  1751,  Valois  addressed  to  him  his  **  Discours  tur  let  BibliothSguM  PvUi^uet,** 
in  8to.  :  his  Emiueoce's  reply  to  the  some  was  also  published  in  Sva  But 
the  Cardinal's  chief  reputation,  as  a  bibliograpl^r,  arises  irom  the  work  en- 
titled "  i>e  Opitmat'um  ikfiptorum  JCditionilmt.'*  Lindaug;i(B,  1761,  4to.  This 
is  Schelhom's  edition  of  it,  which  is  chieHy  coveted,  and  which  is  now  a  rare 
book  in  this  country.  It  is  a  little  surprising  that  Lysander,  in  his  love  of  grand 
national  biographical  works,  miugled  with  bibliographical  notices,  should  bav* 
omitted  to  mention  the  Bihliothtca  LutUana  of  Joaov  and  Barbosa,  published  at 
Lisbon,  1741,  in  four  magnificent  folio  volumes.  A  lover  of  Portuguese  literature 
will  always  consider  this  as  "  opus  spleodidiKBimum  et  utilissimimi." 

■f*  La  Bihliothi^tte  Fran^ite,  oii  Hxstoire  de  la  Liltfrature  FVanQoite,  of  Claudb 
PiBRBE  OoUJST,  in  eighteen  vohimes,  crown  8vo.,  1741,  like  the  similar  work  of 
Niceron,  is  perhaps  a  little  too  indiscriminate  in  the  choice  of  its  objects  :  good, 
bad,  and  indifferent  authors  being  enlisted  into  the  service.  But  it  is  the  chtff- 
d'ceuvre  of  Groujet,  who  was  a  man  of  wonderful  ports  ;  and  no  bibliographer  can 
be  satisfied  without  it.  Goujet  was  perhaps  among  the  most  learned,  if  not  the 
"facile  princeps,*'  of  those  who  cultivated  ancient  French  literature.  He  liberally 
assisted  Niceron  in  his  Memoires,  and  furnished  Moron  with  2000  correctiona 
for  his  Dictionary. 
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may  mark  the  amiable  and  expressive  features  of  David 
Clement  :*  who^  in  his  BibUotheque  Curieuse,  has  shown 
us  how  he  could  rove,  like  a  bee,  from  flower  to  flower ; 
sip  what  was  sweet;  and  bring  home  his  gleanings  to 
a  well-furnished  hive.  The  principal  fault  of  this  bee 
(if  1  must  keep  up  the  simile)  is  that  he  was  not  suffi- 
ciently choice  in  the  flowers  which  he  visited  ;  and,  of 
course,  did  not  always  extract  the  purest  honey.  Nearly 
allied  to  Clement  in  sprightliness,  and  an  equally  gos- 
sipping  bibliographer,  was  Prosper  March  and  ;  t  whose 


*  The  **  BihllotMqKe  Curieute^  Hidorique  et  Crltiqw,  ou  CeUalogue  rtMonni  de 
Livres  difficiUs  d  trouver,"  of  David  Clement,  published  atGottingen,  Hanover, 
and  Leipsic,  in  9  quarto  volumes,  from  the  year  1750  to  1760—18,  unfortunatdy, 
an  unfiniahed  production  ;  extending  only  to  the  letter  H.  The  reader  may  find  a 
critique  upon  it  in  ^Ly  IfUrodudion,  to  the  Greek  and  Latin  ClauUi,  vol.  L,  p.  370 ; 
which  agrees,  for  the  greater  part,  with  the  observations  in  the  BM,  Crevenn., 
vol.  v.,  290.  The  work  is  a  sim  quA  aon  with  collectors ;  but  in  this  country  it  be- 
gins to  be — ^to  use  the  figurative  language  of  some  of  the  German  bibliogmphers — 
**  scarcer  than  a  white  crow," — or  "  a  black  swan."  The  readermay  admit  which 
simile  he  pleases — or  reject  both  !  But,  in  sober  sadness,  it  is  very  rare,  a^d  un- 
conscionably dear.  I  know  not  whether  it  was  the  same  Clemekt  who  published 
"Lei  cinq  A  nnie*  LUUrairet,  ou  Lettre*  de  M,  CUmerU,  mr  let  ouvraget  de  LiUiro' 
ture,  qui  atU  parus  datu  Us  Annies  1748 — d  1752;"  Berlin,  175(3,  12mo.,  two 
volumes.  Where  ia  the  proof  of  the  assertion,  so  often  repeated,  that  Clement 
borrowed  his  notion  of  the  above  work  firom  Wbndlsb'S  DitterUUio  de  varixs  ror 
ritaUi  librorum  impressorum  cau^is,,  Jen.,  1711,  4to.  I — Wendler's  book  ia  rare 
among  us :  as  is  also  Bebqeb's  Diatribe  de  libris  rarioribut,  dx,,  BeroL  1729,  8va 


t  The  principal  biographical  labours  of  this  clever  man  tiave  the  following 
titles:  ** Uittoire  de  CJmprimerie,'*  La  Haye,  1740,  4ta— an  elegant  and  inter- 
esting volume,  which  is  frequently  consulted  by  typographical  antiquaries.  Of 
Mkbcier's  supplement  to  it,  see  note  in  the  ensuing  pages  under  the  word 
"  Mercier."  His  **  DictioKnaii'e  Hi*tori/fne,  on  Menkoires  Critiqtm  et  LittSraires,'* 
in  two  folio  volumes,  1758,  was  a  posthumous  production ;  and  a  very  extraor- 
dinary and  amusing  bibliographical  common-place  book  it  ia  I  My  friend 
Mr.  Douce,  than  w.hom  few  are  better  able  to  appreciate  such  a  work,  will  hardly 
allow  any  one  to  have  a  warmer  attachment  to  it,  or  a  more  thorough  acquaint- 
ance with  its  contents,  than  himself — and  yet  there  is  no  bibliographical  work  to 
which  I  more  cheerfully  or  frequently  turn  !  In  the  editor's  advertisem«it  we 
have  an  interesting  account  of  Marchand  :  who  left  behind,  for  publication,  a 
number  of  scraps  of  paper,  sometimes  no  bigger  than  one's  nail.;  upon  which  he 
bad  written  his  remarks  in  so  small  a  hand-writing  that  the  editor  and  printer 
were  obliged  to  make  use  of  a  strong  magnifying  glass  to  decypker  it — "  et  e'est 
id  (continues  the  former)  sans  doute  le  premier  livre  qui  n'ait  pu  dtre  imprim^ 
sans  le  secours  continuel  du  Microseope."  Marchand  died  in  1758,  and  left  his 
MSS.  and   books,    in  the  true   spirit  of  a  bibliomaniac,  to  the  University  of 


66  THE  CABINET. 

works  present  us  with  some  things  no  where  else  to  be 
found,  and  who  had  examined  many  curious  and  rare 
volumes ;  as  well  as  made  himself  thoroughly  acquainted 
with  the  state  of  bibliography  previous  to  his  own 
times. 

Perhaps  I  ought  to  have  noticed  the  unoccupied  niche 
under  which  the  name  of  Vogt*  is  inscribed ;  the  title 

Leyden.  I  see,  from  the  conclusion  of  ibis  latter  authority,  that  a  new  edition 
of  Marchand's  History  of  Printing^  was  in  meditation  to  be  published,  after  the 
pablication  of  the  Dictionary.  Whether  Merder  availed  himself  of  Marchand's 
corrected  copy,  when  he  put  forth  his  supplement  to  the  latter^s  typographical 
history,  I  have  no  means  of  ascertaining.  Certainly  there  never  was  a  second 
edition  of  the  Hittoire  de  ClmprirnerU,  by  Marchsnd. 

*  The   earliest  edition  of   VooT's    Calalognt  Lihrorum  Jtariorum  was  pub- 
lished in   1782 ;  afterwardu  in  1737  ;  again  in   1748  ;  again  in  1752,  mudi 
enlarged  and  improved  ;  and,   for  the   last  time,  greatly   enlarged  and  cor- 
rected,  forming   by  far  the  "  editio  optima,  *'  of  the  work— at  Frankfort  and 
Leipsic,  1793,  8vo. — ^We  are  told,  in  the  new  preface  to  this  last  edition,  that 
the  second  and  third  impressions  were  quickly  dispersed  and  anxiously  sought 
after.    Vogt  is  a  greater  favourite  with  me  than  with  the  generality  of  biblio- 
graphers.   His  plan,  and  the  execution  of  it,  are  at  once  clear  and  concise  ;  but 
he  is  too  prodigal  of  the  term  ''rare."    Whilst  these  editions  of  Vogt's  amusing 
work  were   ooming  forth,  the  following  productions  were,  from  time  to  time^ 
making  their  appearance,  and  endeavouring  perhaps  to  supplant  its  reputation. 
First  of  all  Bbteb  put  foJth  his  MemorUg  Bistorico-CrUicce  Ltbronan  Hariarum. 
Dresd.  and  Lips.,  1734,  8vo.  ;  as  well  has  his  Arcana  Sacra  Bibliotheearum  Dret' 
dentium,  1738,  8vo. — with  a  continuation  to  the  latter,  preceded  by  an  epistle 
concerning  the  electoral  library,  separately  published  in  the  same  year.    Then 
Enoel  (in  Republiclk  Helveto-Bemensi  Bibliothecarius   primus)  published   his 
Biblioiheca  teledimma,   give  Catalogus  Ubrorum  in  omni  genert  scientiarum  raris- . 
rimontm,  &c,  Bemse,  1743,  8vo. ;  in  which  work  some  axioms  are  laid  down  con- 
cerning the  rarity  of  books  not  perhaps  sufficiently  correct ;  but  in  which  a  great 
deal  of  curious  matter,  very  neatly  executed,  will  repay  the  reader  for  any  ex- 
pense he  may   incur   in   the  purchase  of  it.    Afterwards  Fbettao's  Analecta 
I/Ueraria  de  libris  rarioribus.  Lips.,   1750,  two  vols.  8vo.  ; — and  his  AdpanUus 
Literariut  vJbi  libri  partim  antignU  partim  rari  recetuentur,  Lipsise,  1755,  three 
volumes  8vo.,  highly  gratified  the  curious  in  bibliography.    In  the  former  work 
the  books  are  described  alphabetically,  which  perhaps  is  the  better  plan  :  in  the 
latter,  they  are  differently  arranged,  with  an  alphabetical  index.  The  latter  is 
perhaps  the  more  valuable  of  the  two,  although  the  former  has  long  been  a 
great  favourite  with  many  ;  yet,  from  Freytag's  own  confession,  he  was  not  then 
so  knowing  in  books,  and  had  not  inspected  the  whole  of  what  he  described. 
They  are  both  requisite  to  the  collector ;  and  their  author,  who  was  an  enthusiast 
in  bibliography,  ranks  high  in  the  literature  of  his  country.    In  the  last  place  we 
may  notice  the  Florilegium  Hisiorico-Criticum  Lihrorum  Ilartorum,  eui  multa 
tinMU  teitu  jucunda  inUrtpergutUur,  &c,  of  Danisl  Gerdbs  ;  first  published  at 
Oroningen,  in  1740 ;  but  afterwards  in  1763,  8vo.,  at  the  same  place,  the  third 
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of  whose  work  has  been  erroneously  considered  more 
seductive  than  the  contents  of  it.  As  we  go  on,  we 
approach  Fournier  ;  a  man  of  lively  parts,  and  consi- 
derable taste.  His  works  are  small  in  size,  but  they  are 
written  and  printed  with  singular  elegance.*  See  what  a 
respectable  and  almost  dignified  air  the  highly  finished 
bust  ot  the  pensionary  MsERMANf  assumes !     Few  men 

and  best-editioii.  It  was  meant,  in  part,  to  supply  the  omission  of  some  rare 
books  in  Vogt :  and  under  this  title  it  was  publisked  in  the  MirnxUatua  Orcnin^ 
ffcauB,  Tol.  ii,  and  voL  iii  This  work  of  Gerdes  should  have  a  cenvenient  place 
in  every  bibliographical  cabinet  I  will  dose  this  attempt  to  supply  Lysander's 
omission  of  some  very  respectable  names  connected  with  bibliography  by  exhort- 
ing the  reader  to  seize  hold  of  a  work  { whenoTer  it  comes  across  him,  which  will 
be  rarely)  entitled  Biblwthaca  LUnrorum  Rariorwn  Univenalit,  by  John  Jacob 
Baxter,  a  bookseller  at  Nuremberg,  and  printed  there  in  1770,  8yo.,  two  rols.  ; 
with  three  additional  Tolumes  by  way  of  Supplement,  1774-1701,  which  latter 
^are  usuaUy  bound  in  one.  It  is  an  alphabetical  Dictionary,  like  Vogt's  and 
Foumier's,  of  what  are  called  rare  books.  The  descriptions  are  compendious, 
and  the  references  respectable,  and  sometimes  numerous.  My  copy  of  this 
Bcaroe,  dear,  and  wretchedly-printed,  work.  Which  is  as  large  and  clean  as  possible, 
and  bound  in  pale  Russia,  with  marbled  edges  to  the  leaves—oost  me  51.  6s. 

*  ¥^e  are  indebted  to  Pibrbs  Sm on  Foubnieb  le  jeune,  for  some  very  beau- 
tiful interesting  little  volumes  connected  with  engraving  and  printing.  1.  IHtter- 
taiion  sur  iOrigine  el  let  Progris  de  Vwri  de  Graver  en  Boit,  kc,,  Paris,  1758^  8vo. 
2.  De  VOrigine  et  des  Productions  de  C  Imprimerie  primitive  en  tailU  de  hois, 
Paris,  1759,  Svo.  8.  TraiU  sur  V  Origine  et  Us  Progris  de  V  Im^merie,  Paris, 
1764.  4.  OhservcUions  sur  un  Ouvrage  intituU  Vvndicios  Typographica,  Paris, 
1760.  These  treatises  are  sometimes  bound  in  one  volume.  They  are  all  elegantly 
printed,  and  rare.  We  may  also  mention-^.  Ejprew>es  de  deux  petits  caractires 
nouvellement  gravis,  dx.,  Paris,  1757  ;  and  especially  his  chef-dceuvre.  6.  Manuel 
Typographiqwe,  Paris,  1764-6,  8vo.,  two  vols.  :  of  which  some  copies  want  a  few 
of  the  cuts :  those  upon  labob  pafsb  (there  is  one  of  this  kind  in  the  Cracherode 
collections)  are  of  the  first  rarity.  Foamier's  typographical  manual  should  be  in 
every  printing  office  :  his  types  "  are  the  models  (says  his  namesake,)  of  those  of 
the  best  printed  books  at  Paris  at  this  day.  *'  Di^  PorL  de  Bibliogr.,  p.  218, 
edit.  1706. 

f  The  Origines  Typographic^  of  Mbebman,  which  was  published  at  the  Hague 
in  two  handsome  quarto  volumes,  1765,  (after  the  plan  or  prospectus  had  been 
published  in  1761,  8vo.),  secured  its  author  a  very  general  and  rather  splendid 
reputation,  till  the  hyx>othe8i8  advanced  therein,  concerning  Laurence  Coeter, 
was  refuted  by  Heinecken.  The  reader  is  referred  to  a  note  in  the  first  volume 
of  my  new  edition  of  the  Typographical  Antiquities  qf  Great  Britain,  p.  xrxi. 
It  is  somewhat  singular  that,  notwithstanding  Meerman's  hypothesis  is  now  ex- 
ploded by  the  most  knowing  bibliographers,  his  dissertation  concerning  the  claims 
of  Haerlem  should  have  been  reprinted  in  French,  with  useful  notes,  and  an  in- 
creased catalogue  of  all  the  books  published  in  the  Low  Countries,  during  the 
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attained  to  greater  celebrity  in  his  day ;  and  few  men 
better  deserved  the  handsome  things  which  were  said 
of  him.  Polite,  hospitable,  of  an  inquisitive  and  active 
turn  of  mind — passionately  addicted  to  rare  and  carious 
books — his  library  was  a  sort  of  bibliographical  empo- 
rium, where  the  idle  and  the  diligent  alike  met  with 
a  gracious  reception.  Peace  to  the  manes  of  such 
a  man !  Turn  we  now  round  to  view  the  features 
of  that  truly  eminent  and  amiable  bibliognrapher, 
De  Burb  ! 

Lis.  You  absolutely  transport  me!  I  see  all  these 
interesting  busts — I  feel  the  delicious  coolness  of  the 
grotto — I  hear  the  stream  running  over  a  bed  of  pebbles 
— The  zephyrs  play  upon  my  cheeks—  O  dolt  that  I  was 
to  abuse 

Phil.    Hear  him,  hear  him  !* 

Lysand.  From  my  heart  I  pity  and  forgive  you.  But 
only  look  upon  the  bust  of  Ds  Burb  ;  and  every  time 
that    you    open  his  BibUographie  ListrucHve,f    confess. 


15th  century.  This  latter  work  is  entitled  "De  Plnvention  de  V  Imprimeritf  o» 
analyse  det  deux  OHorage*  puhliSs  *ur  cette  matiire  par  M,  Meerman,  dx,;  mm 
cT  une  notice  cfironoloffi^ue  et  raisonnie  det  hvret  avec  et  tans  date"  Paris,  1809, 
8vo.  The  author  is  Mods.  Jansen.  Prefixed  there  is  an  interesting  account, 
of  Meerman.  Lysander  might  have  noticed,  with  the  encomium  which  it  justly 
merits  the  Vindiciof  Typog^-aphiaz  of  Schoepflin,  printed  at  Strasburg,  in  1760, 
4to.;  where  the  daimes  of  Qutenbuig  (a  native  of  the  same  city)  to  the  inyentioD 
of  the  typographic  art  are  very  forcibly  and  successfully  maintained. 

*  Vide  note  at  p.  37,  ante. 

t  The  works  of  Guiluluhe-Fraitcois  de  Bure  deserve  a  particular  noUoe. 
He  first  published  his  Mutanim  Typographicum,  Paris,  1755,  12mo.  ;  of  which  he 
printed  but  twelve  copies,  and  gave  away  every  one  of  them  (including  even 
his  own)  to  his  book-loving  friends.  It  was  published  under  the  name  of  G.  F. 
Bebude.  Peignot  is  very  partictilar  in  his  information  concerning  this  rare 
mor9eau  of  bibliography — see  his  Bihliogi-aphie  CurieuM,  p.  21.  Afterwards 
appeared  the  Bibliographie  Instructive,  in  seven  volumes,  Svo.,  1763-68— succeeded 
by  a  small  volume  of  a  catalogue  of  the  anonymous  publications,  and  an  essay 
upon  Bibliography  :  this  8th  volume  is  absolutely  necessary  to  render  the  work 
complete,  although  it  is  frequently  missing.  Fifty  copies  of  this  work  were  printed 
upon  LABOE  PAPER,  of  a  quorto  size.  Its  merits  are  acknowledged  by  every 
candid  and  experienced  critic.  In  the  third  place,  came  forth  his  Catalogs  det 
Livrtt,  dx,,  de  L,  J*  Oaignat,  Paris,  1769,  8vo.,  two  vols  :  not,  however,  before  he 
had  published  two  brochures— ''^y^e^  aiix  Savant,'*  dsc,  1763,  8vo. — and  "Reponte 
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with  a  joytvl  heart,  the  obligations  you  are  under  to  the 
author  of  it.  Learn,  at  the  same  time,  to  despise  the 
petty  cavils  of  the  whole  Zoilean  race ; .  and  blush  for 
the  Abb6  Rivb,*  that  he  could  lend  his  name,  and  give 


d  ufu  Critique  de  la  Bibliographie  InstrHeHve,  "  1763,  8vo. — as  replies  to  the  tart 
attacks  of  the  Abb€  RrvE.  The  Catalogue  of  Oaignat,  and  the  fairness  of  his 
ansirers  to  his  adversary's  oeosures,  served  to  place  De  Bare  on  the  pinnacle  of 
bibliographical  reputation ;  while  Rire  was  suffered  to  fret  and  fame  in  unre- 
garded seclusion.  He  died  in  the  year  1782,  aged  60 :  and  was  succeeded  in  his 
bibliographical  labours  by  his  cousin  William  ;  who,  with  Mens.  Van-Praet, 
prepared  the  catalogue  of  the  Duke  de  la  Valliere's  library,  in  1788, '  and 
published  other  valuable  catalogpies  as  late  as  the  year  1801.  But  both  are 
edipsed,  in  regard  to  the  number  of  such  publications,  by  their  predeoevor 
Gabbibl  Mabtin  ;  who  died  in  the  year  1761,  aged  83— after  having  compiled 
148  catalogues  since  the  year  1705.  This  latter  was  assiBted  in  his  labours  by 
his  son  Claude  Martin,  who  died  in  1788.  See  Peignot's  Did,  de  BUdioUgie, 
yol.  L,  221,  422 :  Vol  iiL,  277. 


*  The  mention  of  De  Bure  and  the  Abb^  Rivb  induces  me  to  inform  the 
reader  that  the  ChoMie  aux  Biblioffraphes,  Paris,  1789,  8vo,  of  the  latter,  will  be 
found  a  receptacle  of  almost  every  kind  of  gross  abuse  and  awkward  wit  which 
could  be  poured  forth  against  the  respectable  characters  of  the  day.  It  has  now 
become  rare.  The  Abba's  '*  Xotices  callu/raphiques  el  typographiquet^**  a  small 
tract  of  16  pages — of  which  only  100  copies  were  printed— is  sufiScientJy  curious ; 
it  formed  the  first  number  of  a  series  of  intended  rolumes  (12  or  15)  '*  des  notieet 
talligrapkigues  de  manuscrits  des  differeti*  gUclet,  et  des  naticet  typographxquet  de 
livret  du  guintiSme  siScle,"  but  the  design  was  never  carried  into  execution 
beyond  this  first  number.  The  other  works  of  Rive  aro  miscellaneous ;  but 
chiefly  upon  subjects  connected  with  the  belles  lettres.  He  generally  struck  off 
but  few  copies  of  his  publications ;  see  the  Bibliographie  Curieuse,  pp.  58-9  ;  and 
more  particularly  the  Dictionnaire  de  Bibiiohgie,  vol.  iii.,  p.  277,  by  the  same 
author,  where  a  minute  list  of  Rive's  productions  is  given,  and  of  which  Foumier 
might  have  availed  himself  in  his  new  editiou  of  the  Diet,  Portaiifde  BiMiograpkie, 
From  Peignot,  the  reader  is  presented  with  the  following  anecdotes  of  this 
redoubted  champion  of  bibliography.  When  Rive  was  a  young  man,  and  curate 
of  MoU^es  in  Provence,  the  scandalous  chronicle  reported  that  he  was  too  inti- 
mate with  a  young  and  pretty  Parisian,  who  was  a  married  woman,  and  whose 
husband  did  not  fail  to  reproach  him  accordingly.  Rive  made  no  other  reply 
than  that  of  taking  the  suspicious  Benedick  in  his  arms,  and  throwing  him  head- 
long out  of  the  window.  Luckily  he  fell  upon  a  dunghill  I  In  the  year  1789, 
npon  a  clei^man's  complaining  to  him  of  the  inflexible  determination  of  a 
great  lord  to  hunt  upon  his  grounds—''  Mettez-lai  utie  messe  dans  le  ventre" — 
replied  Rive.  The  clergyman  expressing  Ids  ignorance  of  the  nature  of  the 
advice  given,  the  facetious  Abb^  replied,  *'  Go  and  tear  a  leaf  from  yoiu*  mau  book, 
wrap  a  musket-ball  in  it,  and  discharge  it  at  the  tyrant.  "  The  Duke  de  la 
Valliere  used  to  say — when  the  knowing  ones  at  his  &ouse  were  wrangling  about 
some  literary  or  bibliographical  point — '' Gentlemen,  I'll  go  and  let  loose  my 
bull  dog,*'— and  sent  into  them  the  Abb^,  who  speedily  put  them  all  to  rights. 
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the  weight  of  his  example^  to  the  propagation  o{  coarse 
and  acrimonious  censures. 

Next  to  the  bust  of  De  Bure,  consider  those  of  the 
five  Italian  bibliographers  and  literati,  Haym^  Fon- 
TANiNi,  Zeno,  Mazzuchelli,  and  Tiraboschi;  which 
are  placed  in  the  five  consecutive  nich^.  Their  works 
are  of  various  merit,  but  are  all  superior  to  that  o{ 
their  predecessor  Doni.  Although  those  of  the  first 
three  authors  should  find  a  place  in  every  bibliogra- 
phical i  collection,  the  *  productions  of  Mazzuchelli,*  and 
especially  of  the  immortal  Tiraboschi,  cannot  fail  to 
be  admitted  into  every  judicious  library,  whether  vast 
or  confined.  Italy  boasts  of  few  literary  characters  of 
a  higher  class,  or   of  a  more   widely-difiused  rq[)atation 

Bive  died  in  the  jear  1791,  aged  serenty-one.  He  had  great  parts  and  great 
applioation ;  but  in  nuBapplying  both  he  was  his  own  tormentor.  His  librwy  wia 
sold  in  1798. 

*  We  may  first  observe  that  '*  La  Libraria  del  DoNi  FioraUino  ;**  Viii6gia» 
1558,  8to.,  is  yet  coveted  by  collectors  as  the  most  complete  and  esteemed  of 
all  the  editions  of  this  work.  It  is  ornamented  with  many  portraits  of  authoi% 
and  is  now  rare.  Consult  Bibl.  Crevenn.,  vol.  v.,  p.  275.  Numerous  are  the 
editions  of  Hatm's  BihlioUca  Italiana ;  but  those  of  Milan,  of  the  date  of  1771, 
4to.,  2  vols.,  and  1808,  8vo.  4  vols.,  are  generally  purchased  by  the  skilful  in 
Italian  bibliography.  The  best  edition  of  Fontanini' s  Biblioteea  ddP  Slo^r¥tmm 
Italiana  is  with  the  annotations  of  Zeno,  which  latter  are  distinguished  for  their 
judgment  and  accuracy.  It  was  published  at  Venice  in  1758,  4to.,  2  vols.  ;  but 
it  must  be  remembered  that  this  edition  contains  only  the  third  book  of  Fonta- 
nini,  which  is  a  library  of  the  principal  Italian  authors.  All  the  three  books  (the 
first  two  being  a  disquisition  upon  the  orgin  and  progress  of  the  Italian  language) 
will  be  found  in  the  proceeding  Venice  edition  of  1787,  in  one  volume  4to.  In 
the  year  1753-68,  came  forth  the  incomparable  but  imfinisbed  work  of  COUBT 
Mazzuchelli,  in  two  folio  volumes,  [the  latter  voL  being  divided  into  four 
thick  parts]  entittled  :  Oli  SeriUori  d'ltalia,  cioS  Notizie  StoricAe  e  Criticke  itUamo 
alU  Vite  t  agli  Scrit^i  dci  Letterati  lUilianL  The  death  of  the  learned  author 
prevented  the  publication  of  it  beyond  the  first  two  letters  of  the  alphabet.  The 
Count,  however,  left  behind  ample  materials  for  its  execution  according  to  the 
original  plan,  which  lay  shamefully  neglected  as  late  as  the  year  1776.  See 
BibL  Crevena.,  voL  v.,  p.  274.  This  work  is  rare  in  our  own  country.  If  the 
lover  of  Italian  philology  wishes  to  increase  his  oritico-literary  stores,  let  him 
purchase  the  Biblioteea  degli  Auiori  Antichi  Greet,  e  Latini  volgariszaii,  &c.,  degli 
of  Paitoni,  in  five  quarto  volumes,  1766  :  the  Notizie  Ittorico-Critieke  Se,, 
Scrittori  Viniziani,  of  AoosTiNi,  Venez.,  1752,  4to.,  2  vols. :  and  the  LetteratMra 
Turckaca  of  Oiaubatista  Toderiki,  Venez,,  1787,  8vo.,  8  vols.— works  neariy 
perfect  of  their  kind,  and  (especially  the  latter  one)  full  of  curious  matter. 
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than  TiRABOSCHi.*  His  diligence,  his  sagticity,  his 
candour,  his  constant  and  patriotic  exertions  to  do 
justice  to  the  reputation  of  his  countrymen,  and  to 
rescue  departed  worth  from  ill-merited  oblivion,  assign 
to  him  an  exalted  situation :  a  situation  with  the 
Poggios  and  Politians  of  former  times,  in  the  ever- 
lasting temple  of  Fame!  Bind  his  Storia  delta  Lette- 
rcttura  Italiana  in  the  choicest  vellum,  or  in  the 
stoutest  Russia ;  for  it  merits  no  mean  covering ! 

The  range  of  busts  which  occupies  the  opposite 
niches  represents  characters  of  a  more  recent  date. 
Let  us  begin  with  Mercibr  ;  f  a  man  of  extraordinary, 
and  almost  unequalled,  knowledge  in  every  thing 
connected  with  bibliography  and  typography;  of  a 
quick     apprehension,     tenacious    memory,     and   correct 

*  The  best  edition  of  his  Lettemtura  Italiana  is  that  of  Modenay  1787-94,  4to., 
in  fifteen  rolumes,  as  it  contains  his  last  corrections  and  additions,  and  has  the 
advantage  of  a  complete  index.  An  excellent  account  of  the  life  and  labours  of 
its  wonderful  author  appeared  in  the  fifth  volume  of  the  Athenceum,  to  the 
perusal  of  which  I  strongly  recommend  the  reader. 

t  Barthelemy,  MsROiEB  db  St.  LbobR|  died  in  the  year  1800,  and   in   the 
sixty-sixth  of  his  age,  full  of  reputation,  and  deeply  regretted  by  those  who  knew 
the  delightful  qualities  of  his  head  and  heart.  It  is  not  my  intention  to  enumerate 
€Ul  his  publications,  the  titles  of  which  may  be  found  in  the  SUdet  LittSraires, 
vol.  iv.,  p.  850 :  but,  in  the  present  place,  I  will  only  observe  that  his  "^vfjp^smentd 
Vffiitoire  de  VJmprimerie,  par  P,  Maa-€hand"  was  first  published  in  1778,  and  after- 
wards in  1776,  4to.,  a  rare  and  curious  work ;  but  little  known  in  this  oountiy. 
His  Bibliotktque  des  Jtomant,  ttxiduit  de  Oree,  was  published  in  1796, 12  vols.  12mo. 
His  letter  oonoemiog  De  Bure's  work,  1768,  8vo.,  betrayed  some  severe  animad- 
versions upon  the  Bibliogr.  InttrucL  :  but  he  got  a  similar  flagellation  in  return, 
from  the  Abb^  Rive,  in  his  ChasH  avx  Bibliographes — ^who  held  him  and  De  Bure, 
and  all  the  bibliographical  tribe,  in  sovereign  contempt.    His  letter  to  Heineoken 
upon  the  rare  editions  of  the  15th  century,  1788,  8vo.,  and  his  other  works,  I 
never  saw  in  any  collection.    The  imperial  library  at  Paris  purchased  his  copy 
of  Du  Verdier's  and  La  Croix  du  Maine's  Biblioth^ues,  covered  with  his  mar- 
ginal annotations,  as. well  as  his  oopy  of  Clement's  BM,  Ourieuae,    he  Blond, 
member  of  the  Institute,  obtained  his  copy  of  De  Bure's  BiUiograpkU  Instructive, 
also  enriched  with  MS.  notes.    Mr.  Och^da,  Lord  Spencer's  librarian,  who  knew 
well  the  Abb^  de  St.  Leger,  informed  me  that  he  left  behind  him  ample  materials 
for  a  History  of  Printing,  in  a  new  edition  of  his  Supplement  to  Marchand's 
work,  which  he  projected  publishing,  and  which  had  received  from  him  innu- 
merable additions  and  corrections.    "  He  was  a  man,"  says  Mr.  Och^da,  **  the 
most  conversant  with  editions  of  books  of  all  kinds,  and  with  every  thing  con- 
nected With  typogn^hy  and  bibliegraphy,  that  I  ever  conversed  with."    The 
reader  may  consult  Peignot's  Diet  de  Btblioioffie,  voL  L,  p.  452,  vol.  iii.,  p.  212. 


62  THE  CABINET. 

judgment ;    who  was  more  anxious  to   detect  errors  in 

his  own  publications  than  in  those  of  his  fellow 
labourers  in  the  same  pursuit;  an  enthusiast  in  typo- 
graphical researches-^the  Ulysses  of  bibliographers  ! 
Next  to  him  stand  the  interesting  busts  of  Saxius 
and  Laire;*  the  latter  of  whom  has  frequently  erred, 
but  who  merited  not  such  a  castig^tion  as  subsequent 
bibliographers  have  attempted  to  bestow  upon  him : 
in  the  number  of  which,  one  is  sorry  to  rank  the 
very  respectable  name  of  Audiffredi  f — ^whose  bust, 
you  observe,  immediately  follows  that  of  Laire. 
Audifiredi  has  left  behind  him  a  most  enviable  repu- 
tation :  that     of     having    examined    libraries    with     a 


*  The  Ononuutieon  LiUrarium  of  Chbistophbb  SaXIUB,  TrajeeL  ad  Rktmuwt, 
1775-90,  BeroQ  vols.  8vo.,  with  a  supplement,  or  eighth  Tolume,  puhiished  in 
1803,  is  considered  as  a  work  of  the  very  first  reputation  in  its  way.  The  notioet 
of  eminent  men  are  compendious,  but  accurate ;  and  the  arrangement  is  at  onoo 
lucid  and  new.  An  elegantly  bound  copy  of  this  scarce  work  cannot  be  obtained 
for  less  th^n  six  and  seven  guineas.  The  first  bibliographical  production  of  the 
Abb^  Laire  was,  I  believe,  the  Specimen,  Hittorieum  Typographia  Romana,  zv. 
aeeulif  Romat  1778,  laxge  8vo. ;  of  which  work,  a  copy  printed  upon  ybllttm 
(perhaps  unique)  was  sold  at  the  sale  of  M.  d'Hangard,  in  1789,  for  800  lima. 
Didionn,  BiUiogr,,  vol.  iv.,  p.  250.  In  my  Introduction,  fcc,  to  the  Greek  nd 
Latih  Classics,  some  account  of  its  intrinsic  merit  will  be  foimd  :  vol.  L,  p.  xviiL 
In  the  year  1784  Laire  published  a  "  DutertcUion,  mr  Vorigine  et  Progris  dt 
rimprimerie  en  Franche-CimU"  8vo. ;  and,  in  the  year  1791,  came  forth  his 
Catalogue  Raisonn^  of  the  early  printed  books  in  the  library  of  Cardinal  de 
Lomenie  de  Brienne ;  under  the  title  of  "  Index  Librorum  ai  Invenia  Tifpoffrapkia^ 
ad  annvm  1500,**  in  two  octavo  volumes.  See  the  article  "  LoMEifzx,"  in  the 
list  of  foreign  catalogues,  post.  Laire  was  also  the  author  of  a  few  other  minor 
bibliographical  productions.  All  the  books  in  his  library,  relating  to  this  subject^ 
were  covered  with  marginal  notes ;  some  of  them  very  curious.  See  Peignot's 
DieL  de  Biblxologie,  vol.  i.,  p.  330 :  and  Let  SiecUe  LitOrauYt,  (1801,  8vo.) 
vol.  iv.,  p.  75. 

f  The  works  and  the  merits  of  Audiffredi  have  been  before  submitted  by  me 
to  the  public  ;  and  Mr.  Beloe,  in  the  third  volume  of  his  "  A  uecdotes  qf  Litera- 
ture/* &c.,  has  justly  observed  upon  the  latter.  In  Lord  Spencer's  magnificent 
library  at  Althorpe,  I  saw  a  copy  of  the  "  Editumet  lUUiea,**  sec  xv.,  1798,  4tp.y 
upon  LARGE  PAPER.  It  iB  much  to  be  wished  that  some  knowing  bibliographer 
upon  the  Continent  would  complete  this  unfinished  work  of  AudiffredL  His 
Ediiionti  Romance,  sec.  xv.,  1783,  4to.,  is  one  of  the  most  perfect  works  of  biblio- 
graphy extant :  yet  Laire's  "  Index  Librornm,"  &a  (see  proceeding  note),  isneoes- 
■ory  to  supply  the  omission  of  some  early  books  printed  at  Rome,  which  had 
escaped  even  this  keen  bibliographer ! 
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cnrions  eye,  and  described  the  various  books  wliich  he 
saw  with  scrapulous  fidelity.  There  are  no  lively  or 
interesting  sallies,  no  highly-wroug^ht,  or  tempting 
descriptions  —  throughout  his  two  quarto  volumes : 
but,  in  lieu  of  this,  there  is  sober  truth,  and  sound 
judgment.  I  have  mentioned  Audifiredi  a  little  out  of 
order,  merely  because  his  name  is  closely  connected 
with  that  of  Laire:  but  I  should  have  first  directed 
your  attention  to  the  sagacious  countenance  of  Hbi- 
NBCKEN ;  *  whose  work  upon  ancient  printing,  and 
whose  Dictionary  of  Engravers  (although  with  the  latter 
we  have  nothing  just  now  to  do)  will  never  fail  to  be 
justly  appreciated  by  the  collector.  I  regret,  Lisardo, 
for  your  own  sake — as  you  are  about  to  collect  a  few 
choice  books  upon  typography — that  you  will  have  so 
much  to  pay  for  the  former  work,  owing  to  its 
extreme  rarity  in  this  country,  and  to  the  injudicious 
phrenzy  of  a  certain  class  of  buyers,  who  are  resolved 
to  purchase  it  at  almost  any  price.  Let  me  not  forget 
to  notice,  with  the  encomiums  which  they  deserve,  the 
nsrful  and  carefully  compiled  works  of  Sbemiller, 
Braun,  Wurdtwbin,  De  Murr,  Rossi,  and  Panzer, 
whose  busts  are  arranged  in  progressive  order.  All 
these    authors  t   are    greatly    eminent    in    the    several 

*  HinvsCKEK*B  name  stands  deservedly  high  (notwithfltanding  his  iediousness 
mod  want  of  taste)  among  bibliographical  and  typographical  antiquaries.  Of  his 
"JVdcirwAtea  von  KundUmund  Kunst-Sache»,**  Leipzig,  1708,  8yo.,  two  vols., 
(being  "New  Memoirs  upon  Artists  and  the  objects  of  Art" — and  which  is 
freqiMntlj  referred  to  by  foreigners,)  I  never  saw  a  copy.  It  was  again  published 
in  1786.  His  "  ItUe  OiniraU  efnne  Coffectton  compUtU  eCJSslampei,"  &c.  Leipt., 
1771,  8to.,  is  a  most  carious  and  entertaining  book ;  but  unconscionably  dear  in 
this  country.  His  '* Dtctionnaire  de$  Artistes  dont  nout  avons  des  Estampes," 
ke*,Letps.  1778,  8vo.,  four  vols.,  is  an  unfinished  performance,  but  remarkably 
minute  as  far  as  it  goes.  The  remainder,  written  in  the  Grenuan  language, 
eoo^oce  in  MS.  in  the  Electorate  library  at  Dresden,  forming  twelve  volumes. 
Of  the  character  of  Heinecken's  latter  work,  consult  Huberts  Manuel,  d:c.,  des 
Amatewrtde  CArt,  Zurich,  1797,  8vo.  :  and  a  recent  work  entitled  **  Notices  des 
Omveurs,"  Paris,  1804,  8vo.,  two  vols.  Heinecken  died  at  the  advanced  age 
of  eighty. 

f  We  will  discuss  their  works  seriatim,  ss  Lisardo  has  said  above.  Seb- 
lOLUER's   Bihlioikeeat    fii>colsladieitsis  IncnahUa    Typograpkica,     contains    four 
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departments  which  they  occupy;  especially  Panzer— 
whose  AnnaUs  Typographiciy  in  regard  to  arrange- 
ment and  fulness  of  information^  leaves  the  similar 
work  of  his  precedessor,  Maittaire,  far  behind.  It  is 
unluckily  printed  upon  wretched  paper — but  who 
rejects  the  pine-apple  from  the  roughness  of  its  coat? 
Get  ready  the  wherry;  man  it  with  a  choice  biblio- 
manical  crew,  good    Lisardo ! — and  smuggle  over    in  it. 


ports,  or  fasciculi :  they  are  bound  in  one  volume,  quarto,  1787,  &o. ;  but,  unfor- 
tunately for  those  who  love  curious  and  carefully  executed  works,  it  is  rattier 
rare  in  this  country.  The  Koiitia  HistoricO'Critica  de  librit  ab  art  typog.  imtoaU.^ 
by  Placid  Braun,  in  two  parts,  or  volumes,  1788,  4to.,  with  curious  plates,  has 
long  been  a  desidoratiun  in  my  own  collection ;  and  my  Ariend  Mr.  Beloe,  who 
is  luckily  in  possession  of  a  copy,  enjoys  his  triumph  over  me  when  he  disoovera 
it  not  in  my  bibliographical  boudoir.  The  same  author  also  published  his 
**  Notitia  Higtorico-Literaria  de  cod.  MSS,  in  Bibl,  MonatL  ord.  S.  Baud,  ad  S& 
VidaX,  et  Afram  Augusta  tx  taniibut,**  Aug.  Vindel.,  1791,  4te.,  two  vols.  Cat, 
de  SafUander,  vol.  iv.,  p.  170.  I  know  not  how  any  well  versed  bibliographer 
can  do  without  the  **  Bibliotheca  Mctguntina  lihrit  tateido  primo  Tpyograpkico 
MogufUuE  impressis  inttruda/*  1787,  4to.,  of  Wurdtwein.  It  has  some  curious 
plates  of  fac-similes,  and  is  rarely  seen  in  the  Strand  or  King-street  book-maikets. 
C.  T.  Db  Mubb  published  a  work  of  some  interest,  entitled,  "Memcrabilia 


Biblwthecarum  Puhlicarum  NorimbergeMiufn,"  Norimb.,  1786-91,  three  parts 
vols.  8vo. ;  which  is  also  rare.  —Rossi's  valuable  work  concerning  the  annals  of 
Hebrew  typography :  Anruila  Hdnueo-Typographieif  d  1475,  ad  1540,  Parmse^ 
1795, 1799,  4to.,  two  separate  publications,  is  prettily  printed  by  Bodoni,  and  is 
an  indispensable  article  in  the  collection  of  the  typographical  antiquary.    See 

the  Diet,  de  Bibliologie,  voL  iii.,  p.  286. Panzer's  Annulet  Typograpkieif  in 

eleven  quarto  volumes  (1793 — 1808)  is  a  work  of  the  very  first  importance  to 
bibliogpraphers.  Its  arrangement,  after  the  manner  of  Orlandi's,  is  clear  and  most 
convenient ;  and  the  references  to  authorities,  which  are  innumerable,  are,  upon 
the  whole,  very  faithful.  The  indexes  are  copious  and  satisfactory.  This  work 
(of  which  I  bear  there  are  only  three  copies  upon  large  paper)  contains  an 
account  of  books  which  were  printed  in  all  parts  of  Europe  from  the  year  1457, 
to  1586,  inclusive  ;  but  it  should  be  remembered  that  the  author  published  a 
distinct  work  in  the  year  1788,  4to.,  relating  to  books  which  were  printed, 
within  the  same  period,  in  the  German  Language^  and  this  should  always 
accompany  the  eleven  Latin  volumes.  I  will  just  add  from  it,  as  a  curiod^, 
the  title  and  colophon  (translated  into  English)  of  the  first  printed  book  in  the 
German  language :— '*  The  Pubucation  of  Diethers,  Elector  of  SfATENCB, 
against  Count  Adolphus  of  Nassau  ;  given  out  under  our  impressed  seal  o» 
Tuesday,  after  the  fourth  Sunday  in  Advent,  anno  Domini  1462."  Consult  also 
Wurdtwein's  Bibl.  Mogunt.,  p.  80 ;  and  the  authorities  there  referred  to.  It 
seems  doubtful  whether  this  curious  little  brochure,  of  which  scarcely  any  thing 
more  than  a  fragment  now  remains,  was  printed  by  Fust  and  Schoe£Fer,  or  by 
Qutenberg. 
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if  yoa  can,  the  predoos  works  of  these  latter  bib- 
liographers— ^for  you  may  saunter  **  from  rise  to  set  of 
sun,"  from  Whitechapel  to  Hyde-Park  Comer — for 
them — in  vain  ! 

What  countenances  are  those  which  beam  with  so 
much  quiet,  but  interesting,  expression?  They  are  the 
resemblances  of  Denis    and    Camus  :  *   the   former   of 


*  Michael  Dehib,  the  translator  of  Ossian,  and  a  bibli<)|(iipher  of  justly 
established  eminence^  was  principal  librarian  of  the  Imperial  library  at  Vienna, 
and  died  in  the  year  1800,  at  the  age  of  71.  His  StippUment  to  Mailtair^i 
TjfpogmphioaX  Annals,  in  two  parts  or  yolumes,  1789,  4to.,  is  a  work  of  solid 
merit,  and  indispensable  to  the  possessor  of  its  precursor.  The  bibliographical 
references  are  very  few ;  but  the  descriptions  of  the  volumes  are  minutely  accurate. 
The  indexes  also  are  excellent.  In  the  year  1793,  Denis  published  the  first 
yolume  (in  three  thick  parts  in  folio)  of  his  Codica  ManutcripU  Tkeologici  Bibl, 
Palat.  Vindob,  ;  a  production  which  the  reader  will  find  somewhat  fully  described 
in  the  ensuing  pages.  The  second  volume  appeared  after  his  death  in  1801.  In 
1795-6,  came  forth  his  second  edition  of  an  Introduction,  to  the  Knowledge  qf 
Books,  in  two  quarto  volumes ;  unfortunately  written  in  the  Oerman  language — 
but  mentioned  with  approbation  in  the  first  volume  of  the  Mem.  de  V  IntL,  p.  6^ 

Consult  also  Peignot's  2>u;^  de  Biblioloffie,  vol.  L,  p.  122;  iL,  282. ^Abmand 

Qaston  Camus  is  a  bibliognrapher  of  very  first  rate  reputation.  The  reader  has 
only  to  peruse  the  following  titles  of  some  of  his  works,  and  he  will  certainly 
bewail  his  ill  fortune  if  they  are  not  to  be  found  in  his  library.  Observations 
sur  la  distribution  et  U  dassement  des  livres  d^une  Bibliothique :  2.  Additions  aux 
mStnes ;  8.  Memoire  sw  un  livre  AlUmand  (which  is  the  famous  Tewbdakkckhs  ; 
and  about  which  is  to  be  hoped  that  Mr.  Douce  will  one  day  favour  us  with  his 
curious  remarks)  :  4.  Addition  au  mime :  5.  Memoire  sur  Vkistoire  et  les  proofdis 
du  Polytypage  etdela  Sth'iotypie  :  6.  Rapport  sur  la  continuation  de  la  Collection 
des  Historiens  de  France,  et  de  celle  des  Chartres  et  Diplomes :  7.  Notice  d^un 
livre  imprimS  d  Bamberg  en  1462.  All  these  works  are  thus  strung  totfether,  be- 
cause  they  occur  in  the  first  three  volumes  of  the  Memovres  de  rinstitut.  This 
curious  book,  printed  at  Bamberg,  was  discovered  by  a  German  cleigyman  of  the 
name  of  Stenier,  and  was  first  described  by  him  in  the  Magasin  Mist.-Litt,, 
bibliogr.  Chemintz,  1792  :  but  Camus's  memoir  is  replete  with  curious  matter, 
and  is  illustrated  with  fac-simile  cuts.  In  the  "Notices  et  Eztraits  des  MSS,  de 
la  BibL  Nationale,'*  vol  vi.,  p.  106,  will  be  found  a  most  interesting  memoir  by 
him,  relating  to  two  ancient  manuscript  bibles,  in  two  volumes  folio,  adorned  with 
a  profusion  of  pictures  :  of  some  of  which  very  elegant  fac-simfles  are  given. 
These  pictures  are  5162  in  number  !  each  of  them  having  a  Latin  and  French 
verse  beautifully  written  and  illuminated  beneath. — Camus  supposes  that  such  a 
work  could  not  now  be  executed  under  100,000  francs  t — ''Where  (exclaims  he) 
shall  we  find  such  modem  specimens  of  book-luxury  ? "  In  the  year  1802,  he 
published  an  admirable  **  Mhnovre  sur  la  collection  des  grands  et  peiiis  voyages, 
et  sur  la  Collection  des  Voyages  des  MeUhesedech  7^hevenot,**AU>.,  with  an  excellent 

Table  des  Mati^res.  "    Of  his  own  journey  into  the  Low  Countries,  recently 
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whom  is  better  known  from  his  AtmaBum  TypograpM- 
corum  Mcdttcdre  Supplementnm ;  and  the  latter  very 
generally  respected  abroad,  although  our  acquaintance 
with  him  in  this  country  is  exceedingly  slight.  If  I 
mistake  not,  I  observe  the  mOd  and  modest  countenance 
of  my  old  acquaintance,  Herbert,  in  this  bibliogra- 
phical group  of  heads?  Do  not  despise  his  toil* 
because  it  is  not  sprinkled  with  gay  conceits,  or 
learned  digressions :  he  wrote  to  be  useful,  not  to  be 
entertaining ;  and  so  far  as  he  went,  his  work  was 
such  an  improvement  upon  his  predecessor's  plan  as 
to  place  it  quite  at  the  head  of  National  Typo- 
graphy.    See    yonder    the    sensible     countenance    of 


published,  I  never  met  with  a  copy.    All  the  preceding  works,  with  the  ezoeptkm 
of  the  last,  are  in  my  own  humble  collection. 

*  A  short  bibliographical  memoir  of  Herbert  will  be  fomid  in  the  first 
▼olume  of  my  edition  of  the  Typographical  Antiquitiet  of  Oreat  Britain,  Since 
that  was  published,  I  have  gleaued  a  few  further  particulars  relating  to  him, 
which  may  be  acceptable  to  the  reader.  Shortly  after  the  appearance  of  his 
third  volume,  he  thus  speaks  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Price,  librarian  of  the  Bodleian 
library,  ''If  at  any  thne  you  meet  with  any  book  of  which  I  have  not  taken 
notice,  or  made  any  mistake  in  the  description  of  it,  your  kind  information  will 
be  esteemed  a  favour ;  as  I  purpose  to  continue  collecting  materials  for  a  future 
publication,  when  enough  shall  be  collected  to  make  another  volume."  This 
was  in  April,  1790.  In  the  ensuing  month  he  thus  addresses  his  old  friend 
Mr.  White,  of  Crickhowell,  who,  with  himself,  was  desperately  addicted  to  the 
black-letter.  "  To  morrow  my  wife  aod  self  set  out  for  Norfolk  to  take  a  little 
relaxation  for  about  a  fortnight.  I  hope  my  labours  will  in  some  good  measure 
answer  the  expectation  of  my  friends  and  subscribers  in  generaL  Sure  I  am  my 
best  endeavours  have  been  exerted  for  that  purpose.  I  have  been  24  yearn 
collecting  materials  ;  have  spent  many  a  fair  pound,  and  many  a  weary  hour ; 
and  it  is  now  ten  years  since  the  first  part  was  committed  to  the  press.  I  purpose 
to  continue  collecting  materials  in  order  to  a  fourth  volume,  &c.  ;~yet  by  no 
means  will  I  make  myself  debtor  to  the  public  when  to  publish  :  if  it  shall  please 
God  to  take  me  to  himself,  Isaac  will  in  due  time  set  it  forth.  However  I  shaU 
keep  an  interleaved  copy  for  the  purpose.*'  In  a  letter  to  a  Mr.  John  Banger 
Kussell  (in  Dorsetshire),  written  in  the  ensuing  month  of  Jime,  the  same  senti- 
ments and  the  same  intention  are  avowed.  Thus  ardent  was  the  bibliomaniacal 
spirit  of  Herbert  in  his  72d  year  !  The  interleaved  copy  here  alluded  to  (which 
was  bound  in  six  volumes  4to.,  in  Russia  binding,  and  for  which  Mr.  Crough  had 
given  Herbert's  widow  62^  10».)  is  now  in  my  possession;  as  well  as  the  yet 
more  valuable  acquisition  of  some  numerous  MS.  addenda  to  his  History  of 
Printing— both  of  these  articles  having  been  purchased  by  me  at  the  sale  of 
Mr.  Gough's  MSS.  and  printed  books,  A.  D.   1810. 
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Harwood  !  *  the  first  writer  in  this  country  who 
taught  us  to  consider  the  respective  merits  and  de- 
merits of  the  various  editions  of  Greek  and  Latin 
authors. 

Lis.  You  are,  no  doubt,  a  fond  and  partial  critic  in 
regard  to  the  works  of  Herbert  and  Harwood:  but  I 
am  glad  to  recogfnise  my  fellow  countrymen  in  such  an 
illustrious  assemblage.    Go  on. 

Lysand.  We  are  just  at  the  close.  But  a  few  more 
busts,  and  those  very  recently  executed,  remain  to  be 
noticed.  These  are  the  resemblances  of  La  Srrna 
Santandbr,  Cailleau,  and  Obbrlin  ;  f  while  several 

*  Dr.  Edward  Habwood  published  the  fourth  and  last  edition  of  his 
''riafqfOevafnousediHontqftkeOreekatuinomMCla^  in  the  year  1790, 
Svo.  A  work  which,  in  the  public  estimation,  has  entitled  its  author's  memory 
to  Tcry  considerable  respect  in  the  olassioal  world ;  although  the  late  Professor 
Fonon,  in  the  fly  leaf  of  a  copy  of  my  'second  edition  of  a  similar  publication, 
pleased  to  call  the  Doctor  by  a  name  rather  unusually  harsh  with  kirn,  who 
**  Griticus  et  lenis  et  acutus ;"  censuring  also  my  dependance  upon  my  prede- 
In  the  year  1808,  was  published  my  third  edition  of  "An  intivductuni  to 
tkt  humUig*  oj  ran  and  valudbk  edition^  qf  tke  Oreek  and  Latin  C^atnet,*'  two 
volunifls  Sra  :  in  which,  if  I  may  presume  to  talk  of  anything  so  insignificant, 
I  baTeendeaToured  to  exhibit  the  opinions — not  of  Dr.  Harwood  alone,  but  of  the 
mosi  eminent  foreign  critics  and  editors — ^upon  the  numeibus  editions  which,  in 
a  diroDological  series,  are  brought  before  the  reader's  attention.  The  remarks  of 
the  first  bibliographers  in  Europe  are  also,  for  the  first  time  in  a  English  pub- 
lieafckMi,  subjoined ;  so  that  the  lorer  of  curious,  as  well  as  of  valuable,  editions 
may  be  equally  gratified.  The  authorities,  exceedingly  numerous  as  well  as 
respectable,  are  referred  to  in  a  manner  the  most  unostentatious ;  and  a  full 
measure  of  text,  and  to  be  really  useful,  was  my  design  from  the  begfinning  to  the 
end  of  it.  To  write  a  long  and  dull  homily  about  its  imperfections  would  be 
gross  affectation.  An  extensiye  sale  has  satisfied  my  publishers  that  its  merit 
a  little  counterbalances  its  defects. 

^  De  LA.  SlBVA  Sahtandbb  will  always  hold  a  distinguished  place  amongst 
bibUographers,  not  only  from  the  care  and  attention  with  which  ho  put  forth  the 
catalogue  of  his  own  books — the*  parting  from  which  must  have  gone  near  to 
break  bis  heart—  but  from  his  elegant  and  useful  work  entitied,"  Dictionnaire 
Bibliogra'phiqtte  ckoiti  du  quinzieme  SUcle,**  1805,  &c.,  8to.,  in. three  parts  or 
Tolumes.  His  summary  of  researches,  upon  the  invention  of  printing,  Mr. 
Edwards  told  me,  he  r^ul  "  with  complete  satisfaction" — this  occupies  the  first 
part  or  TDlnme.  The  remaining  volumes  form  a  necessary,  as  weH  as  brilliant,  8up< 
|4ement  to  De  Bure.    Just  at  this  moment,  I  believe  that  Mr.  Beloo's,  and  my 

own,  copy  of  the  work,  are  the  only  ones  in  this  country. Cailleau  baa  the 

credit  of  being  author  of  the  Dictionnaire  BiUiograjthique,  &c.,  in  three  volumes, 
octavo,  1790— of  which  there  are  a  sufficient  number  of  counterfeited  and  faulty 
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vacant  niches  remain  to  be  fiUed  np  with  the  busts  of 
more  modem  bibliographers  of  eminence:  namely,  of 
Van-Prakt,  Fischer,  Lambinet,  Renouard,  Peignot, 
FouRNiER,  Barbier,  Boucher,  and  Brunet.* 


re-impressions ;  bat  which,  after  all,  in  its  original  shape,  edit.  1790,  is  not  free 
from  gross  errors  ;  however  useful  it  is  in  many  respects.  I  suspect,  however,  that 
the  Abb^  DucLOS  had  the  greater  share  in  this  publication :  but,  be  this  as  it  may, 
the  fourth  supplemental  volume  (by  the  younger  Brunet)  is,  in  every  respeet,  a 
more  Jaccurate  and  valuable  performance.  OBBRLor,  librarian  of  the  central 
school  or  college  at  Strasbourg,  is  author  of  a  bibliographical  treatise  particularly 
deserving  of  the  antiquary's  attention  :  namely,  Euai  cTcmnaUt  de  lavietU  Jean 
Outetiburg,  Ac.,  Stasb.,  an.  iz.,  8vo.  His  other  numerous  (belles-lettres)  works 
are  minutely  specified  by  Peignot  in  his  Diet,  de  Bibliologie,  voL  iii,  p.  280.  His 
edition  of  Horace,  Argent.,  1788,  4to.,  is  both  elegant  and  correct. 

*  Let  us  go  quietly  through  the  modem  French  school  of  bibliography. — ^Mona. 
Joseph  Van-Pbait  is  principal  librarian  of  the  Imperial  collection  at  Paris,  and 
is  justly  called,  by  some  of  his  fellow-labourers  in  the  same  career,  "  one  of  the 
first  bibliographers  in  Europe."  He  is  known  to  me,  as  a  bibliographical  writer, 
only  by  the  part  which  he  took,  and  so  ably  executed,  in  the  Valliere  catalogue 
of  1783.  Peignot  informs  us  that  M.  Van-Praet  is  now  busy  in  composing  a  little 
work — which  I  am  sure  will  rejoice  the  hearts  of  all  true  bibliomaniacs  to  be  ap- 
prised of — called  a  Catahogue  raitonnS  of  books  PRINTED  upon  vxllum  ;  for 
which  he  has  already  prepared  not  fewer  than  2000  articles  I  See  the  CuriotUh 
BiUiog)'.,  p.  iij.  Among  these  vkllux  articles,  gentle  reader,  I  assure  thee  that 
thine  eyes  will  be  blest  with  the  description  of  "  The  Shtp  of  Foolbs,"  printed 
by  Pynson,  1509 1   The  urbanity  and  politeness  of  this  distinguished  librarian  are 

equal  to  his  knowledge. Gotthblf  Fischer,  a  Saxon  by  birth,  and  librarian 

of  the  public  collection  at  Mentz,  has  given  us  the  following  interesting  treatises, 
of  which,  I  believe,  not  five  copies  are  to  be  found  in  this  country :  namely  - 
JSuai  8ur  let  Manutnens  Typographiques  deJean  QtUenbergf  dx.,  an.  x.  [  1801  ],  4to.  : 
and  Detcriptions  de  raretfs  typographiques  et  de  Manuseritt  remarquablet,  dx,, 
Nuremb.,  1801,  8vo. — ^tbe  latter  is  in  the  (German  language,  and  has  cuts — ^with  a 
portrait  of  Fust.  By  this  time,  the  work  has  most  probably  been  translated  into 
French,  as  it  is  frequently  referred  to  and  highly  spoken  of  by  foreigners.  Peignot 
[Did  de  Bibliologie,  voL  iii.,  p.  128]  refers  us  to  the  fine  eulogy  pronounced 
upon  Fisher  (not  yet  40  years  of  age)  by  Camus,  in  his  "  Voyage  dans  les  depar- 

temons  r^unis,"  p.  12. Lambinet  will  always  be  remembered  and  respected, 

as  long  as  printing  and  bibliography  shall  be  studied,  by  his  "  Becherehet  HiHori- 
qjut  LitUraires  et  Ch'itique$,  stir  I*  Origiv^  de  L*  Imprimerie ;  pariicuiUrtmeiU  tur 
les  premiert  {tablissemens  an  XV™*  si^cle  dans  la  Relgujue"  &c.,  Brux.,  an.  vlL 
(1798),  8vo.    It  is,  indeed,  a  very  satisfactory  periormance :  the  result  of  judgment 

and  taste — rare  union  ! In  like  manner,  Rrnouard  has  procured  for  himsdf 

a  bibliographical  immortality  by  his  AnnaUs  de  V  Imprimerie  des  Aide,  1808,  Svo., 
two  vols.  :  a  work  almost  perfect  of  its  kind,  and  by  many  degrees  superior  to 
Bandini's  dry  Annales  Typog.  Jmitarum,,  Lucse,  1761.  In  Renouard's  taste,  accu- 
racy and  interest  are  delightfully  combined ;  and  the  work  is  printed  with  unri- 
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Lis.  I  am  quite  anxious  to  possess  the  publications 
of  tliese  modems :  but  you  say  nothings  of  tlieir  com- 
parative  value  with  the  ancients. 


YiDed  beaotj.    There  were  only  six  copies  of  it  printed  upon  larob  paper  ;  one 

of  which  I  mw  in  tiie  fine  collection  of  the  Rt  Hon.  T.  Grenville. Few  modem 

1»hIiog[ni|dien  hftve  dieplAjed  to  much  diligence  as  Gabriel  Pkionot  :  from  whom 
wehATe,  L  Dietionnaire  BaitomU  d$  Biblioloffie,  Paris,  1802,  8vo.,  two  vols.,  with 
a  third,  by  way  of  supplement  (1804).  With  necessary  corrections  and  additions, 
this  wortc  would  answer  many  useful  purposes  in  an  English  translation.  2.  Euai  d4 
CwncdUt  Bibliograpk4qu£M,  1804,  Svo.  This  is  a  very  amusing  (but  scarce  and 
mcooicionably  dear)  book.  It  contains  elaborate  descriptions  of  many  curious 
and  sumptnoos  works,  which  were  sold  for  1000  and  more  livies  at  public  sales. 
S.  Dictiannain,  Sc,  de»  prineipaux  livret  condam,n4t  aufeu,  tupprimSs  ou  cetuwris^ 
Farii^  1806,  8to.,  2  toIs.  The  very  title  of  such  a  work  must  sharpen  the  edge 
of  cniioeity  with  those  bibliomaniacs  who  have  never  seen  it.  4.  BihliographU 
Cwtimmf  o»  Notiu  Rautmnie  des  Uvrtt  imprimU  a  eaU  exemplairet  au  pita,  iuivie 
^tuu  Tuntiet  de  quelquet  cwBragtt  Hr(*  sur  papier  de  couUur,  Paris,  1808,  8vo.  Only 
cue  hmndred  oqpies  of  this  thin  volume  were  struck  off :  of  which  I  possess  the 
S0th  copy,  aeoording  to  Peignot's  notification.  Indeed  I  am  fortunate  in  having 
an  his  preceding  works.    Let  ns  wish  long  life  and  never-failing  success  to  so 

heave  a  bo<dc-chevalier  as  Qabriel  Peignot. Francois  Iqnacb  Fournier,  at 

18  yean  of  age,  published  an  elegantly  printed  little  volume,  entitled  Bssai  Por- 
umfdi  BMioffrapkde,  1796,  8vo.,  of  which  only  26  copies  were  struck  off.  In  the 
year  1805,  this  essay  assumed  the  form  of  a  IMctionary,  and  appeared  imder  the 
iitle  of  Dietiomnaire  portaiifde  Biblioffrapkie,  ike.,  8vo.,  comprising  17,000  articles, 
printed  id  a  very  sniall  character.  Last  year,  in  the  month  of  May,  Fournier 
pot  forth  a  new  edition  of  this  DieUonnaire,  considerably  augmented ;  but  in 
which  (snob  is  the  fate  of  bibliographical  studies)  notwithstanding  all  the  care  of 
the  author,  Bnmet  tells  us  that  he  has  discovered  not  fewer  than  five  hundred 
!  Let  not  Fournier,  however  be  discouraged  ;  in  a  few  years  he  will  achieve 

yet  more  worthy  of  his  laudable  zeal  in  bibliography. Antoine- 

AuoLABDBS  Barrier,  librarian  of  the  (]k>imeil  of  State,  has  favoured  us  with  fan 
admirably  well  executed  work,  entitled  DiUionnairt  des  Ouvraga  Aiumymet  et 
PtmiomywuB,  eoti^pods,  traduiU  ou  publiSs  enlVanfais,  <lr.,  accooipaffneg  de  futteshif 
lanqna  et  crMfuet,  Paris,  Imprimit  BiUiogr,,  180)6,  8vo.,  two  vols.  See  also  art. 
"  Conseil  d'  Btat,"  in  the  list  of  French  (Catalogues,  post.  From  these  the  reader 
will  judge  of  the  warm  thanks  to  which  this  eminent  bibliographer  is  entitled  for 

his  very  useful  labours. G.  Boucher  de  la  Richarderie  has,  in  an  especial 

manner,  distinguished  himself  by  his  Biblioth4que  Univendle  det  Voyage*,  Paris, 
1808, 8va,  six  vols. :  a  work  executed  with  care,  minuteness,  and  considerable 
interest.  Some  of  its  extracts  are,  periiaps,  unnecessarily  long.  The  index  to 
the  sixth  volume  will  lead  the  reader  to  consult  an  account  of  some  of  the  most 
andent,  rare,  and  curious  publications  of  voyages  which  have  ever  appeared  :  and 
Booeher  ''has  deserved  well"*  of  the  book  world  by  this  truly  valuable  and  almost 

indi^Musable  performance. Bruvet  Le  Fils.    This  able  writer,  and  enthusiastio 

derotee  to  bibliography,  has  recently  published  an  excellent  and  copious  work 
which  would  appear  greatly  to  eclipse  Foumier's;  entitled  **  Manuel  du  Libraife 
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Lysand.  Generally  speaking,  in  regard  to  discoveries 
of  rare  books  and  tjrpographical  cariosities,  the  modems  ^ 
have  the  advantage.  They  have  made  more  rational 
conclusions,  from  data  which  had  escaped  their  pre- 
decessors :  and  the  sparkling  and  animated  manner  In 
which  they  dress  out  the  particular  objects  that  they 
describe  renders  the  perusal  of  their  works  more  plea- 
sant and  gratifying.  I  am  not  sure  that  they  have  the 
learning  of  the  old  school:  but  their  works  are,  in 
general,  less  ponderous  and  repulsive.  The  ancient 
bibliographers  were  probably  too  anxious  to  describe 
every  thing,  however  minute  and  unimportant:  they 
thought  it  better  to  say  too  much  than  too  little ;  and^ 
finding  the  great  .mass  of  readers  in  former  times, 
uninstructed  in  these  particular  pursuits,  they  thought 
they  could  never  exhaust  a  subject  by  bringing  to  bear 
upon  it  every  point,  however  remotely  connected ! 
They  found  the  plain,  it  is  true,  parched  and  sandy; 
but  they  were  not  satisfied  with  pouring  water  upon  it, 
'till  they  had  converted  it  into  a  deluge.* 

Lis.  Let  me  ask  you,  at  this  stage  of  our  inquiries, 
what  you  mean  by  bibliographical  publications? — and 
whether  the  works  of  those  authors  which  you  have 
enumerated  are  sufficient  to  enable  a  novice,  like 
myself,  to  have  pretty  accurate  notions  about  the  rarity 
and  intrinsic  value  of  certain  works  ? 
'  Lysand.  By  bibliographical  publications,  I  mean 
such  works  as  give  us  some  knowledge  of  the  literary 

tii/tV  Amateur  de  Livres,  wrUenani,  1.  Un  Nouveau  Dictionnaire  Bibliogrt^higue, 
2.  Une  Table  enfomu  cU  Caialoffue  Raiaonnit,  Paris,  1810,  8yo.,  3  Toh.  :  in  which 
he  tells  U8  he  has  deyoted  at  least  thirty  years  to  the  examination  of  hooka. 
The  first  two  volumes  form  a  scientific  arrangement  :  the  latter  is  analphahetioal 
one,  referring  to  one  or  the  other  of  the  preceding  volumes  for  a  more  copious 
account  of  the  work.  It  must  be  confessed  that  Brunet  has,  in  this  publication, 
executed  a  difficult  task  with  great  ability. 

*  What  Denis  says,  in  the  preface  to  his  Catalog.  Cod.  MSS.  BibL  Palat.  Vindob. 
(of  which  see  p.  65,  ante)  is  very  just ;  "  media  inoedendum  via ;  Deque  nudis 
codioum  titulis,  ut  quibusdam  bibliothecis  placuit,  in  chartam  oonjectis  provehi 
multum  studia,  neque  doctis,  quoe  tuperiorit  secHlifuit  itUemperaniia,  amboffibut  et 
cxdirn&uf."— This  is  certainly  descriptive  of  the  OLD  school  of  bibliography. 
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productions,  as  well  as  of  the  life,  ot  certain  learned 
men ;  which  state  the  various  and  the  best  editions  of 
their  lucubrations ;  and  which  stimulate  us  to  get  pos^ 
session  of  these  editions.  Every  biographical  narrative 
which  is  enridied  with  the  mention  of  curious  and  rare 
editions  of  certain  works  is,  to  a  great  extent,  a  biblio- 
graphical publication.  Those  works  which  treat  pro- 
fessedly upon  books  are,  of  course,  immediately  within 
the  pale  of  bibliography. 

Lis.  But  am  I  to  be  satisfied  with  the  possession  of 
those  works  already  recommended  ? 

Phil.  I  suppose  Lisardo  has  heard  of  certain  valuable 
CATALOGUES,  and  he  wishes  to  know  how  far  the  pos^ 
session  of  these  may  be  requisite  in  order  to  make  him 
a  bibliographer  ? 

Lysand.  At  present  I  will  say  nothing  about  the 
catal(^^es  of  the  collections  of  our  own  countrymen. 
As  we  have  been  travelling  principally  abroad,  we  may 
direct  our  attention  to  those  which  relate  to  foreign 
collections. 

And  first,  let  us  pay  a  due  tribute  of  praise  to  the 
published  Catalogues  of  Libraries  collected  by  the 
Jesuits  :  men  of  shrewd  talents  and  unabating  research, 
and  in  derogation  of  whose  merits  Voltaire  and  D'Alem- 
bert  disgraced  themselves  by  scribbling  the  most  con- 
temptible lampoons.  The  downfall  of  this  society  led, 
not  very  indirectly,  to  the  destruction  of  the  ancient 
French  monarchy.  Men  seemed  to  forget  that  while  the 
most  shameless  depredations  were  committed  within 
the  libraries  of  the  Jesuits,  the  cause  of  learning,  as  well 
as  of  liberty,  sufiered, — and  the  spoils  which  have  glit- 
tered before  our  eyes,  as  the  precious  relics  of  these  col- 
lections, serve  to  afford  a  melancholy  proof  how  little 
those  men  stick  at  any  thing  who,  in  raising  the  war- 
whoop  of  liberty  and  equality,  tear  open  the  very  bowels 
of  order,  tranquillity,  peace,  and  decorum !  But,  to  the 
subject.  Let  the  catalogues  of  public  collrctions,  when 
they  are  well  arranged,  be  received  into  your  library. 
Of  foreign    private    collections,    the    catalogues    of 
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*  DU     FrBSNB,    CoRDBS,     HbINSIAS^    BALUZB^   Ck>LBBRT, 

RoTHELiN,  Db  Bozb,  Prepond,  Pompadour,  Gaignat, 

GrOUTTARD,  BUNAU,    SOUBISB,    La  VaLLIBRB,    CrBVENNA, 


*  As  it  would  have  required  more  breath  than  nsoaUy  fidls  to  the  lot  of  an 
individual,  for  Lysander  to  have  given  even  a  rough  sketch  of  the  merits,  de- 
merits, and  rarity  of  certain  foreign  catalogues  of  public  and  private  coUectiona — 
in  his  discourse  with  his  friends—  I  have  ventured  to'  supply  the  deficiency  by 
subjoining,  in  the  ensuing  tolerably  eopioui  note,  a  list  of  these  catalogueSy  alpha- 
betically arranged  ;  as  being,  perhaps,  the  most  convenient  and  acceptable  plan. 
Such  an  attempt  is  quite  novel ;  and  must  be  received,  therefore,  with  many 
grains  of  allowance.  Although  I  am  in  possession  of  the  greater  number  (at  least 
of  two  thirds)  of  the  catalogues  described,  I  am  aware  that,  in  regard  to  the  de- 
scription of  those  not  in  my  own  library,  I  subject  myself  to  the  lash  of  P.  Morhof . 
"  Inepti  sunt,  qui  librorum  catalogos  scribunt  e  catalogis.  Oculata  fides  et  judi- 
cium prsesens  requiritur."  Polyhist.  Znttrar.,  voL  i.,  280.  But  the  wei^t  of  my 
authorities  will,  I  trust,  secure  me  from  any  great  violence  of  critical  indignation. 
To  render  so  dry  a  subject  (the  very  **  Hortiu  Siccut**  of  bibliography)  somewhat 
palatable,  I  have  hero  and  there  besprinkled  it  with  biographical  anecdotes  of  the 

collectors,  and  of  the  state  of  French  literature  in  the  last  century  and  a  half. 

D'AOUESSBAU.  Catalogue  des  Livres  Imprimis  H  ManuicriU  de  la  BtbliotkSgue 
de  feu  MoTisieur  UAguesteaUj  &c.,  Paris,  1785,  8vo.  "  Anxious  to  enrich  hb 
cpllection,  (says  the  compiler  of  this  catalogue)  the  Bibliomaniac  sees  with  de- 
light the  moment  arrive  when,  by  the  sale  of  a  library  like  this,  he  may  add  to 
his  precious  stores.  It  is,  in  truth,  a  grand  collection ;  especially  of  history,  arts, 
and  sciences,  and  jurisprudence.  The  famous  Chancellor  IVAguesseau  laid  the 
foundation  of  this  library,  which  was  as  universal  as  his  own  genius."  It  would 
appear  that  the  son,  to  whom  the  collection  latterly  belonged,  was  gracious  in 
the  extreme  in  the  loan  of  books ;  and  that,  in  consequence,  a  public  advertise- 
ment was  inserted  at  the  foot  of  the  *'Avis  preliminaire,"  to  entreat  those,  whohad 
profited  by  such  kindness,  to  return  their  borrowed  (shall  I  say  stolen?)  goods? 

For  want  of  those  volumes,  many  sets  of  books  were  miserably  defective. 

Anontmiana.  Catalogus  Bihltoiheete  Anonymi<tna,  in  quo  Itbri  rariores  reognjga- 
tur,  una  cum  notit  litiirariu,  Norimb.,  1738;  8vo.  This  is  a  catalogue  of  valne, 
and  may  be  well  ranged  with  its  brethren  upon  the  biblio^napher's  shelf.  Another 
**  Btbliotheca  Anonymiana,"  was  published  ten  years  preceding  the  present  one; 
at  the  Hague,  in  three  parts,  one  vol.,  8vo  :  which,  in  the  BihI.Solger,,  vol  iiL^ 

no.  1388,  is  said  to  contain  many  rare  books  :  see  also  n®.   1370,  Hid, 

D'Artois.  Catalcffue  des  Livres  du  Cabinet  de  Monseigneur  Le  Compte  D*Arioit 
Paris,  1783,  8vo.  Very  few  copies  of  this  catalogue, which  is  printed  in  a  wide 
octavo  page,  resembling  that  of  a  quarto,  were  struck  off :  according  to  Fouznier's 
DieL  Portal,  de  Bibliogr.,  p.  120,  edit.  1809.  See  also  Cat.  deBoutowrUn,  n<>.  8876 

August  AN  A.     Catalogus  Bibliothecce  inclytce  ReipuU.   Augustance  utriusque 

lingua  turn  Orctca  turn  Latina  librorum  ei  impressontm  et  manu  exaratorum,  Aug. 
Vindel.,  1600,  fol.  Morhof  informs  us  that  this  catalogue,  of  which  Hoeschelius 
was  the  compiler,  contains  an  account  of  some  manuscripts  which  have  never 
been  printed,  as  well  as  of  some  which  Marcus  Velserus  published.  It  is,  more- 
over, full  of  precious  bibliographical  matter  ;  but  unfortunately  (the  possessor  of 
it  may  think  otherwise)  only  one  hundbkd  copies  wore  struck  off.  Polykist. 
Literar.,  voL  L,  211.    I  find,  however,  some  little  difficulty  about  distinguishing 


THE  CABINET.  73 

Lamoignon,  and  of  several  other  coUections,  with 
which  my  memory  does  not  just  now  serve  me,  will  ena- 
ble you  to  form  a  pretty  correct  estimate  of  the  market' 

this  catalogue  of  the  Aogsboorg  library  from  the  impression  of  1688,  fol.,  which 
Vogt  mentions  at  p.  823,  and  of  which  he  also  talks  of  100  copies  being  printed. 
It  should  not  be  forgotten  that  Hoesohelius  published  an  admirable  catalogue  of 
the  Greek  MSS.  in  the  library  of  Augsbouig,  1595,  and  again  1605,  in  4to. 
€k>lomi^  pronoimoes  it  a  model  in  its  way.  Bibl.  ChoisUf  p.  194-5.  The  catalogue 
of  the  Greek  MSS.  in  the  library  of  the  Duke  of  Bavaria,  at  Munich,  was  pub- 
lished about  the  same  period ;  namely,  in  1602  :  the  compiler  was  a  sldlful  man, 
but  he  tells  us,  at  the  head  of  the  catalogue,  that  the  MSS.  were  open  to  the 
inspection  of  every  one  who  had  any  work  in  hand,  provided  he  were  a  Roman 
Caiholic !  This  was  being  very  kind  to  protestants  I  Jugemtns  det  8av<mt,  vol.  iL, 

part  L,  p.  215,  edit.  1725.    See  also  Vogt's  Catalog,  Libror.  Maricr,,  p.  282. 

AUGUSTANA.  Noittia  historiaorliiera/ria  de  libris  ah  arUs  typogixtphieai  inveHr 
tiont  usque  ad  annum  1478,  imprestis,  in  ^ibiioUuea  Monatterii  ad  SS.  Udalricum 
et  Afram  Augusta  extaniibus,  August,  Vindel,  1788,  4to  This  volume,  which  I 
have  no  doubt  would  gratify  the  curious  bibliographer,  it  has  never  been  my  good 
fortune  to  meet  with.  It  is  here  introduced  upon  the  authority  of  the  Cai,  du 
Cardinal  de  LomhUe,  no.  2647  :  ed.  1797.  I  ought  not  to  cl6ke  this  account  of 
the  Augsboui^  catalogues  of  books,  without  remarking,  on  the  authority  of  Rei- 
mannus,  that  the  JirH  published  catalogue  of  books  is  that  which  Villerius,  a  book- 
seller at  Augsburg,  put  forth  in  the  year  1564.    See  the  BibL  Acroam.,  p.  5 , 

AUBiViLLins.  Caialogut  Bthliotheeo!  qtutm  oollegerai  Carolut  Aurivillius,  seotio- 
L  and  iL,  Upsal,  1787,  8vo.  This  catalogue  contains  a  plentiful  sprinkling  of  short 

literary  and  bibliographical  notes ;  according  to  Bibl.  Krohn,  p.  256,  n^.  8582. 

Badenhauft.  Bibliotheea  seleetitrima ;  tive  CdtcUogut  librcrum  magnatn  partem 
philologicorum,  quos  inter  eminent  Auctores  Oraxi  et  Romani  clattica  guos  collegit 
E,  F,  Badenhaupt,  Berol,  1778,  8vo.  The  pithy  bibliographical  notes  which 
are  here  and  there  scattered  throughout  this  catalogue,  render  it  of  estima- 
tion in  the  opinion  of  the  curious.- — Baluze.  Bibliotheea  Balutiana ;  »eu  cola* 
loffus  librorum  bibliotheea!  D.  S.  Baluziiy  A.  Oah.  Martinf  Paris,  1719,  8vo.,  two 
vols.  Let  any  enlightened  bibliographers  read  the  eulogy  upon  the  venerable 
Baluse  (who  died  in  his  eighty-eighth  year,  and  who  was  the  great  Colbert's 
librarian),  in  the  preface  of  the  Bibl.  Colbertina  (vide  post),  and  in  the  DicL  HitL 
(Caen,  1789,  vol.  i.,  p.  448-4),  and  he  will  not  hesitate  a  moment  about  the  pro- 
priety of  giving  this  volume  a  conspicuous  place  upon  his  shelf.  From  the  Bibl. 
Mencken,  p.  10,  it  would  appear  that  a  third  volume,  containing  translations  of 
some  MSS.  in  the  royal  library,  is  wanting  to  make  this  catalogue  complete. 

This  third  volume  is  imoommon. Babberiwl    Index  Bihliotkeea  Frandtci 

Barberini  Cardiwdii.  Roma,  Typit  Barberinit,  1681,  foL,  three  vols,  in  two. 
The  widely  spread  celebrity  of  Cardinal  Barberini  suffers  no  diminution  from 
this  publication  of  the  riches  contained  within  his  library.  The  authors  are 
arranged  alphabetically,  and  not  according  to  classes.  Although  it  be  not  the 
most  luminous  in  its  arrangement,  or  the  most  accurate  in  its  execution,  this 
finely  printed  catalogue  will  never  remain  long  upon  a  bookseller's  shelf  without 
a  purchaser.  It  were  much  to  be  desired  that  oux'  own  noblemen,  who  have  fine 
collections  of  books,  would  put  forth  (after  the  example  of  Cardinal  Barberini) 
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€ible  value  of  certain  rare  and  sumptuous  publications. 
Catalogues  are^  to  bibliographers^  what  Reports  are  to 
lawyers :  not  to  be  read  through  from  beginning  to  end — 

similar  publieationi. Babthelkict.    Catalogue  da  Livres  de  la  BibiiotMSpn 

d*  M.  FAbbi  Barikdemy,  par  M,  jBenuurd,  1800,  8to.  The  high  reputotioii  of 
the  owner  of  this  oolleotion  will  always  secure  purchasers  for  this  catalogue  of 

useful  and  interesting  books. Bdliooraphie  da  Pa^t  Btu,  avee  quelqutg 

nota,  I^yon,  en  Suiue,  1788,  4to.  Only  fifty  oopies  of  this  work  were  printed.- 
It  is  a  pity  that  Peignot,  who  gives  us  this  faif ormation,  does  not  accompany  it 
with  some  account  of  the  nature  and  merits  of  the  work — which  probably  grew 
out  of  the  Histoire  LiUiraire  da  Payt  Blot,  1725,  in  three  folio  volumes.    BibL 

CurUute,  p.  10. ^Bodleian.  Catalog,  Libr,  BibL  PuU,,  dx,,  in  Aead,  Oxon.,  Ifi05, 

4to.  CataL  Libr.  Impr.,  1674,  fol.  Catalogi  Libror,  MSS.  AngL  tt  ffibem,^ 
1097,  foL  Catalogut  Imprm.  Libror,  Btbl,  Bodl.,  1738,  foL,  two  vols.  Al- 
though  none  but  catalogues  of  foreign  public  and  private  coUectiooe  wore 
intended  to  be  noticed  in  this  list,  the  reader  will  foigive  a  little  violation  of  the 
rule  laid  down  by  n^yself,  if  I  briefly  observe  upon  the  catalogues  of  the  Bodleian 
library  and  the  British  Museum.  [For  the  latter,  vide  'MussmL*]  The  first 
of  these  Bodleian  catalogues  contains  an  account  of  the  MSS.  It  was  prepared 
by  Dr.  James,  the  editor  of  the  Philobiblion  of  De  Biuy  (vide  p.  80,  ante),  and, 
as  it  was  the  first  attempt  to  reduce  to  "  ludd  order*'  the  indigested  pile  of  MSS. 
contained  in  the  library,  its  imperfections  must  be  forgiven.  It  was  afterwards 
improved,  as  well  as  enlarged,  in  the  folio  edition  of  1997,  by  Bernard ;  which 
contains  the  MSS.  subsequently  bequeathed  to  the  library  by  Selden,  Digl^, 
and  Laud,  a^one  forming  an  extensive  and  valuable  collection.  The  editor  of 
Morhof  (voL  i.,  193,  n.)  has  highly  commended  this  Utter  catalogue.  Let  the 
purchaser  of  it  look  well  to  the  frontispiece  of  the  portraits  of  Sir  Thomas 
Bodley  and  of  the  fore-mCDtioned  worthies,  which  faces  the  title-page ;  as  it 
is  frequently  made  the  prey  of  some  prowling  Grangerite.  The  first  cata- 
logue of  the  Printed  Books  in  the  Bodleian  library  was  compiled  by  the  cele- 
brated orientalist,  Dr.  Hyde  :  the  second  by  Fisher :  of  these,  the  latter  is  the 
more  valuable,  as  it  is  the  more  enlarged.  The  plan  adopted  in  both  is  the 
same :  namely,  the  books  are  arranged  alphabetically,  without  any  reference  to 
their  classes — a  plan  fimdamentally  erroneous :  for  the  chief  object  in  catalogues 
of  public  collections  is  to  know  what  works  are  published  upon  jMuticular 
subjects,  for  the  facility  of  information  thereupon — whether  our  inquiries  lead  to 
publication  or  otherwise:  an  alphabetical  index  should,  of  course,  close  the 
whole.  It  is  with  reluctance  my  zeal  for  literature  compels  me  to  add  that  a 
Catalogue  BaitonnSe  of  the  Manutcripts  and  Pri)Ued  Booh  in  the  Bodleian  Ltbreny 
is  an  urgent  desideratum — acknowledged  by  every  sensible  and  affectioDate  Boa 
of  Alma  Mater.  Talent  there  Ib,  in  abundance,  towards  the  completion 
of  such  an  honourable  task ;  and  the  only  way  to  bring  it  effectually  into 
exercise  is  to  employ  heads  and  hands  enough  upon  the  undertaking.  Let  it  be 
remembered  what  Wanley  and  Messrs.  Planta  and  Nares  have  done  for  the 
Cottonian  and  Harleian  MSS. — ^and  what  Mr.  Douce  is  now  doing  for  those  of 
the  Lansdowne  collection  !  One  gentleman  alone,  of  a  very  distinguished  col- 
lege, in  whom  the  acuteness  and  solidity  of  Person  seem  almost  revived,  might 
do  wonders  for  the  Greek  MSS.,  and  lend  an  effectual  aid  towards  the  arrange- 
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but  to  be  consulted  on  doubtful  points^  and  in  litigated 
cases.  Nor  must  jon,  after  all,  place  too  strong  a  re- 
liance upon  the  present  prices  of  books,  fix)m  what  they 


ment  of  the  others  The  printed  books  might  be  aasigned,  according  to  their 
seTeral  classeSy  to  the  gentlemen  most  conversant  with  the  same :  and  the  numerous 
biUiographioal  works,  published  since  the  catalogue  of  1788,  mig^t  be  occasion- 
ally referred  to,  according  to  the  plan  observed  in  the  y'aiUia  BdUUmwm  vtl 
PrimcarioB,  <fee.,  t»  BiJU.  Bodl.  Oxon,,  1795,  Svo. ;  which  was  judiciously  drawn  up 
by  the  Bishop  of  London,  and  iha  Rev.  Dr.  William  Jackson,  I  am  aware 
that  the  aged  hands  of  the  present  venerable  librarian  of  the  Bodleian  library 
can  do  little  more  than  lay  the  foundation-stone  of  such  a  massive  superstructure ; 
but  even  this  would  be  sufficient  to  enrol  his  name  with  the  Magliabecchis  and 
Bailletii  of  former  times— to  entitle  him  to  be  classed  among  the  be^  benefactors 
to  the  library— and  to  shake  hands  with  its  immortal  founder,  in  that  place 
where  are 

et  amoBoa  vireta 
Fortonatonmi  nemoram,  sedesqae  beata. 

Bonhub.  Catalogue  da  livru  de  la  BibluMque  de  Bonnier.  Paris,  1800,  8vo. 
This  catalogue  is  here  introduced  to  the  bibliographer's  notice  in  order  to 
sharpen  his  bibliomaniacal  appetite  to  obtain  one  of  the  four  copies  only  which 
were  printed  upon  labgs  pafeb  of  Dutch  manufacture.    See  Cat,  de  Catllard 

(1808),  no.  2696. Boutoublin.    Catalogv4  dee   liwet  de  la  BUdiotkigue  de 

S.  E.  M.  Le  Comie  de  Boutourlin,  Paris  (an.  ziii.),  1805,  8va  Every  one 
must  conceive  a  high  respect  for  the  owner  of  this  choice  collection,  from  the 
amiable  sentiments  which  pervade  the  preface  to  the  catalogue.    It  has  a  good 

index ;  and  is  elegantly  printed.    My  oopy  is  upon  labgs  fapkb. Ds  BozK. 

Catalogue  des  Livnt  du  Cabinet  de  M.  Claude  Orot  de  Bote,  Paris.  DeVlmp 
Royale,  1745,  small  folio.  This  is  the  first  printed  catalogue  of  the  choice  and 
magnificent  library  of  De  Boze,  the  friend  and  correspondent  of  Dr.  Mead, 
between  whom  presents  of  books  were  continually  passing — as  they  .were  the 
first  collectors  of  the  day  in  their  respective  countries.  Some  have  said  50,  some 
85,  others  25,  and  others  oitlt  12  oofus  of  this  impression  were  struck  off,  as 
presents  for  the  collector's  friends.  Consult  BibL  Mead,  p.  81,  n®.  617*  Bibl, 
Creven,,  voL  v.,  291.    Bauer*t  Bibl.  Marior,,  vol.  L,  151.    Bibl,  Curieute,  p.  12. 

BiU,  Aikev,,  no.  508.    Barbier's  Diet,  des  Anonymet,  vol.   iL,   no.   8002. 

Db  Boze,  de  la  mime  bibliothigue,  1758,  8vo.  This  catalogue,  which  was  exe- 
cuted by  Martin,  after  the  death  of  De  Bose,  does  not  oontain  all  the  notices  of 
works  mentioned  in  the  preceding  one.  It  is,  however,  well  deserving  of  a  place 
in  the  bibliographer's  library.  Peignot  teUs  us  that  there  was  yet  a  third  cata- 
logue printed,  in  8vo.,  containing  192  pages,  and  giving  an  account  of  some  books 
taken  out  of  De  Bose's  collection :  a  few  of  which  are  described  in  the  preceding 

edition  of  1758.    Bee  Wb  Bibl.  Cur.,  p.  12. Bozebian.    Notice  dee  livres  prS- 

deux  ye  M.  BoUrian,  par  M.  Bailly,  1798,  8vo.  A  cabinet  of  "  precious  books," 
indeed !  The  misfortune  is,  so  small  a  nimiber  of  modem  foreign  catalogues 
come  over  here  that  the  best  of  them  will  be  found  in  few  of -our  libraries. 
Whenever  the  "Bibliotheca  Bozeriana"  shall  be  imported,  it  will  not  stop  seven 
days  upon  a  bookseller's  shelf  ! Bultxau.    Bibliotkeca  BuUelliana;  {Caroli 
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have  produced  at  former  sales;  as  nothing  is  more 
capricious  and  unsettled  than  the  value  of  books  af  a 
public  auction.    But,  in  regard  to  these  catalogues,  ii 

BulteoM)  a  Oahr.  Martin,  Paris,  1711,  12tno.,  2  toIs.  in  one.  This  oatalogoa^ 
whioh  IB  carefully  compiled,  contains  curious  and  uncommon  books ;  many  of 

which  were  purchased  for  the  collections  of  Pr€fond,  De    Boze,  and  others. 

BuNAU..  CcUalogut  Bvbliotheco!  Bunamance.  Lipsiso,  1750.  Six  parts,  fai  three 
volumes,  each  volume  having  two  parts— usually  bound  in  six  vols.  Highly  and 
generally  esteemed  as  is  this  extensive  collection,  and  methodically  anaoged 
catalogue,  of  Count  Bunau's  books,  the  latter  has  always  appeared  to  me  as  being 
branched  out  into  too  numerous  ramifications,  so  as  to  render  the  discovery  of  a 
work,  under  its  particular  class,  somewhat  difficult,  without  referenoe  to  the 
index.  I  am  aware  that  what  Camus  says  is  very  true — namely,  that  "nothing 
is; more  absurd  than  to  quarrel  about  catalogue-making:  and  that  every  mm 
ought  to  have  certain  fixed  and  decisive  ideas  upon  the  subject,"  [Mem.  de  tIntL 
vol.  1.,  650,]  but  simplicity  and  perspicuity,  which  are  the  grand  objects  in  eveiy 
undertaking,  might  have  been,  in  my  humble  apprehension,  more  successfully 
exhibited  than  in  this  voluminous  catalogue.  It  represents  over-done  analywut 
yet  those  who  are  writing  upon  particular  subjects  will  find  great  aasistanoe  in 
turning  to  the  different  works  here  specified  upon  the  same.  It  is  rare  and  high- 
priced.  From  the  preface,  which  is  well  worth  an  attentive  perusal,  it  appears 
that  this  grand  collection,  now  deposited  in  the  electoral  library  at  Dresden — see 
CaJt.  de  Caillard,  no.  2545, 1808,)  was  at  Count  Bunau's  country-house,  situated 
in  a  pleasant  village  about  half  a  mile  from  Dresden — 

Vicinam  videt  nnde  lector  urbem. 

Baxius,  in  his  OnomauL  Literar.,  vol  i.,  p.  xxxiil.,  edit.  1775,  fto.,  has  a  smart 

notice  of  this  splendid  collection. Bunnem  ait.    J,  L.  Bunnemannt  Cakdoffmg 

Mantueripiarum,  item  librorum  tmprettonim  rarittimorum  pro  aetiffnaJto  pretio 
mnalium,  Mindct,  1782,  8vo.  For  the  sake  of  knowing,  by  way  of  curiosity, 
what  books  (accounted  rare  at  this  period)  were  sold  for,  the  collector  may  pot 
this  volume  into  his  pocket,  when  he  finds  it  upon  a  book-stall  marked  at  It,  6dL 
In  the  Bihl,  Solger.,  vol  iii.,  no.   1396,  there  was  a  priced  copy  upon  UlBOB 

FAFEB  with  bibliographical  memoranda. Caillard.    CaUalogue  dee  livres  du 

Cabinet  de  M.  A.  B,  Caillard,  Paris,  1805,  8vo.  Of  this  private  catalogue,  com- 
piled by  Caillard  himself,  and  printed  upon  fine  Dutch  paper,  in  super-royal  6va, 
only  twenty-five  copies  were  struck  off.  So  says  Foumipr,  DicL  Portatif,  de 
Bibliographie  :  p.  120 ;  edit.  1809,  and  the  "  avant-propoe"  prefixed  to  the  sub- 
sequent catalogue  here  following : Livret  rares  et  prieieux  de  la  Biblio- 

thiqnt  de  feu,  M,  Ant  Bern,  Caillard,  Paris,  1808,  8vo.  There  were  but 
twenty-five  copiesiof  this  catalogue  of  truly  valuable,  and,  in  many  respects,  rare, 
and  precious,  books,  printed  upon  labge  paper,  of  the  same  sise  as  the  pre- 
ceding. This  was  the  sale  catalogue  of  the  library  of  Caillard,  who  died  in 
1807,  in  his  sixty-ninth  year,  and  of  whose  bibliomaniacal  spirit  we  have  a  most 
unequivocal  proof  in  his  purchasing  De  Cotte's  celebrated  uncut  copy  of  the 
first  printed  Homer,  at  an  enormous  sum  !  [vide  Cotte,  post.]  "Sa  riche  biblio- 
th^que  est  6,'ls^foja  un  monument  de  son  amour  pour  Tart  typographique,  et  de 
la  vaste  ^tendue  de  sos  connoissoncos,"  p.  xiv.    Some  excellent  indexes  doee 
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you  should  be  foitonate  enough  to  possess  any  which 
are  printed  upon  Large  Paper,  with  the  Names  oj  the 
Purchasers,  and  the  Prices  for  which  each  set  of  books 

this  Tolome ;  of  which  Mr.  Pftyne  fanuBhed  me  with  the  loan  of  his  oopy  upon 

LABOB  PAFXB. Cambis.    CotcUogue  des  principoMX  moMiteritt  du  eabiiut  de 

M.  Joi.  L,  D,  de  Cambit,  Avigrum,  1770,  4to.  Although  this  is  a  catalogue  of 
MSS.,  76%,  the  number  of  copies  printed  being  very  few,  I  have  given  it  a 
place  here.  Some  of  these  copies  contain  but  519,  others  766,  pages ;  which 
shews  that  the  owner  of  the  MSS.  continued  publishing  his  account  of  them  as 
they  increased  upon  him.  BiTO,  in  his  "Ckaue  ohx  HUiographtt,**  has  dealt 
very  roughly  with  the  worthy  Cambis  ;  but  Peignot  tells  us  that  this  latter  was 
a  respectable  literary  character,  and  a  well-informed  bibliographer — and  that  his 
catalogue,  in  spite  of  Rive's  diatribe,  is  much  sought  after.     See  the  Bibliogr, 

Curieutt,  p.  14 ;   also  Cat,  de  la  Valliere,  voL  iii,  no.  6543. Camus  db 

Ltmabk.  Cataloguet  dee  livret  de  M.  le  Camue  de  Idmare,  Parit,  1779,  12mo. 
— Dee  livret  raret  et  prtcieux  de  M***  {CaiMU  de  Limare),  Parit,  1786, 
Svo. — Det  livret  raret  et  prtcieux,  relUt  en  maroquin,  de  la  bibliothique  du  mime^ 
Parit,  an  troit  (1795),  870.  Of  the  fira  catalogue  only  a  small  number  of 
copies  was  printed,  and  those  for  presents.  BiJblioffr,  Curieute,  p.  15.  It  con- 
tains a  description  of  De  Bose's  extraordinary  copy  of  Du  Fresnoy's  "  Methode 
pour  ^tudier  I'Histoire,"  1729,  4to.,  four  volumes,  with  the  supplement,  1740,  two 
vols. ;  which  was  sold  for  1500  livres ;  and  which  Vas,  of  course,  upon  labob 
FAFBB,  with  a  thousand  inviting  additions,  being  much  more  complete  than  the 
similar  copiesin  Cat.  de  Valliere,  no.  4467 ;  and  Cat,  de  Crevenna,  no.  5694,  edit. 
1789 ;  although  this  latter  was  preferable  to  the  Valliere  oopy.  Consult  also  the 
CurionUt  Bibliographiquee,  p.  77-8.  The  teeond  catalogue  was  prepared  by 
De  Bure,  and  contains  a  very  fine  collection  of  natural  history,  which  was  sold  at 
the  Hdtel  de  Bullion.  The  printed  prices  are  added.  The  third  catalogue, 
which  was  prepared  by  Santus,  after  the  decease  of  Camus,  contains  some  veiy 
choice  articles  [many  printed  upon  vbllum]  of  ancient    and  modem    books 

superbly  bound. Catalogue  det  livret  raret.     Par  Ouillaume  de  Bure,  Jilt 

dini.  Parit,  1786,  8vo.  We  are  told,  in  the  advertisement,  that  this  collection 
was  formed  from  a  great  number  of  sales  of  magnificent  libraries,  and  that  par- 
ticular circumstances  induced  the  owner  to  part  with  it  The  books  were  in  the 
finest  order,  and  bound  by  the  most  skilful  binders.  The  bibliographical  notices 
are  short,  but  judicious ;  and  a  good  index  closes  the  catalogue.     The  sale  took 

place  at  ihe  Hdtel  de  Bullion. Catalooue  fait  tur  un  plan  nouveau,  tytU' 

maHque  et  raitonnS,  d^une  Bihliothiqut  de  LittinUure,  partieuliirement  d'Hittoire 
ei  de  Poisit,  <bc,  Utrecht,  1776,  8vo.,  two  vols.  A  judicious  and  luminous 
arrangement  of  19,000  articles,  or  sets  of  books ;   which,  in  the  departments 

specified  in  the  title-page,  are  singularly  copious  and  rich. -Cataloous 

Librorum  rarittimorum  ah  Ariit  Typographica  inventoribut,  aliitque  ejut  artit 
Principibut  amte  annum  1500  excutorum;  omnium  optime  contervatorum,  8vo., 
Sine  loco  aut  anno.  Peignot,  who  has  abridged  Vogt's  excellent  account  of  this 
very  uncommon  and  precious  catalogue,  of  which  onlt  twentt-fivb  copies  were 
printed,  has  forgotten  to  examine  the  last  edition  of  the  Catalog.  Libror.  Rarior., 
pp.  262-3;  in  which  we  find  that  the  collection  contained  248  (and  not  217) 
volumes.    At  the  end,  it  is  said  :  "  Pretiosissima  hose  librorum  Coilectio,  cujusvis 


78  THE  CABINET. 

was  sold^  thrice  and  four  times  happy  may  you  account 
yourself  to  be,  my  good  Lisardo  ! 
Lis.    You  have  so  thoroughly  animated  my  feeUngs^ 

magiii  Prinoipifl  Bibliotheca  dignissima,  constat  volL  ooxlviii.'*  Consult  the 
respectable  references  in  Vogt^  ibid ;  also  the  Bibliogr.  Curutue  of  Peignot,  p.  15. 
Cbban.  Calalogtudetlivretde  M.  Mel  de  Saint  Ceran,  Parity  1780,  8yo,, 
again  in  1791,  8vo.  These  catalogues  were  compiled  by  De  Bure,  and  are 
carefully  executed.     Some  of  the  books  noticed  in  them  are  sufficiently  curious 

and  rare. CLEicsimNO-VATiOANA.    Bibliotheca  Orientalit  Clementino  Vatiea- 

na,  in  quA  man,uteriptot  codieet  Orienia^ium  Lingnamm  recentuit  Jotepk  SimonUu 
AuewuMHt,  Roma,  1719.  Folio,  four  yols.  Asseman's  son  compiled  an  excel* 
lent  catalogue  of  the  Oriental  M33.  in  the  Medico-Laurentian  library  ;  but  this 
work  of  the  father  is  more  curious  and  elaborate.  Whenever  a  few  half-guineas 
can  procure  it,  let  the  country-settled  philologist  send  his  "  henchman'*  to  fly  for 
it  1 — "Speed,  Malise,  speed."     But  alas !  Santander  tells  us  that  copies  of  it  are 

rare.  Cat.  de  Santander,  voL  iy.,  no.  6287. Colbebt.  Bibliotheca  ColberUna  : 

Mw  CataloffHM  Librorum  Bibliotheoas  qua  fuit  primum  J.  B,  Colbert,  deinde  J.  B. 
Colb«rt{fil)posteaJ.  Nie.  Colbert,  acdemumC.  L.  Colbert.  Parisiit,  1728,  8to., 
three  vols.  The  preface  to  this  valuable  catalogue  (executed  by  Martin)  gives  us 
a  compressed,  but  sufficiently  perspicuous,  account  of  th6  auspices  under  which 
such  an  extensive  and  magnificent  collection  was  assembled  and  arranged.  It 
contains  not  fewer  than  18,219  articles ;  bemg  perhaps  60,000  volumes.  The 
celebrated  Baluze  was  the  librarian  during  the  life  of  the  former  branches  of  the 
Colbert  family ;  a  family  which,  if  nothing  remained  to  perpetuate  their  fame 
but  this  costly  monument  of  literary  enterprise,  will  live  in  the  grateful  remem- 
brance of  posterity — but  it  wants  not  even  such  a  splendid  memorial!  The 
lover  of  fine  and  curious  books  will  always  open  the  volumes  of  the  Colbert 
Catalogue  with  a  eest  which  none  but  a  thorough  bred  bibliomaniac  can  ever 

hope  to  en  joy. Coxibeil  d*Etat.     Catalojue  det  livres  de  la  Bibliothiqve  dm 

Cohteil  tFBtat  {par  M,  Barbier,  BiHiothecaire  du  Conteil  dPEtat).  Parii,  an^  xi. 
(1802),  folio.  "This  catalogue  is  most  superbly  executed.  The  richness  of  the 
materials  of  which  it  is  composed,  the  fine  order  of  its  arrangement^  and  the 
skilful  researches  exhibited  in  it  relating  to  anonymous  authors,  are  worthy 
of  the  typographical  luxury  of  the  national  press,  from  which  this  curious  work 
was  put  forth.  It  will  be  perfect  in  three  parts :  the  third  part,  containing 
the  supplement  and  tables,  is  now  at  press."  (A.  D.  1804.)  The  preface  and 
table  of  the  divisions  of  this  catalogue  were  published  in  a  small  8vo.  volume, 
1801.  This  information  I  glean  from  Peignot's  CurionUt  Bibliographiguet, 
p.  lix. ;  and  from  the  Cat.  de  Boutowrlin,  no.  8892^  I  learn  that  only  190 
copies  of  90  useful,  as  well  as  splendid,  (a  work  were  printed,  of  which  the 

French  government  took  upon  itself  the  distribution. COBOES.    Bibliotheeas 

Cordetiano!  CaiaXogtu,  cwn  indice  tittUorum,  Parinit,  1643,  4to.  The  celebrated 
Naud^  had  the  drawing  up  and  publishing  of-  this  catalogue,  which  is  highly 
coveted  by  collectors,  and  is  now  of  rare  occurrence.  De  Cordes  was  intimate 
with  aU  the  learned  men  of  this  country  and  age  ;  and  his  eulogy,  by  Naud^, 
prefixed  to  the  catalogue,  gives  us  a  delightful  account  of  an  amiable  and  learned 
man  living  in  the  bosom,  as  it  were,  of  books  and  of  book-society.  This  collec- 
tion, which  was  purchased  by  Cardinal  Masarin,  formed  the  foundation  of  the 
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and  excited  my  curiosity,  in  regard  to  Bibliography, 
that  I  can  no  longer  dissemble  the  eagerness  which  I 
feel  to  make  myself  mast^  of  the  several  books  which 
you  have  recommended. 

latter^B  magnifioent  library.  Coniult  the /u^emau  des  Savant,  voL  ii,  p.  142; 
Colomi^B  £tbltotk,  Cftoisie,  p.  126;  Mem.  deClna,,  Vbl  i.,  p.  647.  Nor  must  we 
for^t  Morhof — Polyhist,  Liiarar.,  yol.  i.,  p.  211 ;  who,  after  a  general  oommen- 
dation  of  the  oolleotion,  tells  us  it  is  remarkable  for  containing  a  fine  body  of 
foreign  history.  .  De  Cordes  died  A.  D.  1642,  in  the  72d  year  of  his  age— nearly 
50  years  having  been  devoted  by  him  to  the  formation  of  his  library.  '*  Fortmiate 

senexl" Cottb.      Caiahyue  det  Livret  rare$  et  prfcietus  eide  MISS,  eompo- 

iant  la  hihliothSque  de  M  *  *  *  {U  Prttidmt  de  Cotte),  Paris,  1804,  8to.  We  are 
told  by  Peignot  that  the  books  at  this  sale  were  sold  for  most  exorbitant  sums  : 
« the  wealthy  amateurs  striving  to  make  themselves  masters  of  the  laboe  fapeb 
Alduses,  Elsevirs,  and  Stephenses,  which  had  been  Count  d'Hoym's  copies." 
An  uncut  first  edition  of  Homer,  in  the  highest  state  of  preservation,  was  pur- 
chased by  Mens.  CailUurd  for  8,601  livrea !  See  the  CuriosiUt  Biblioffraphiqwt, 
pp.  Ixv,  Ixvj.    According  ixiCoLde  CaiUard,  no.  2600  (1808,  8vo.),  there  wero 

only  ten  copi^  of  this  catalogue  printed  upon  larob  papbr. Couvat.  Caia- 

logue  de  la  bVbliothSque  de  M,  Couvay,  chevalier  de  Vordre  de  Chrid,  seerftair^  du 
Roi,  Paris,  1728,  fol.    Very  few  copies  of  this  catalogue  were  printed,  and  those 

only  for  presents.  BQtliogr.Cwrieute,  p.  2L Cbbvbmma.    Caialogue  raitonnie 

de  la  eoUeetion  det  Livret  de  M,  Piare  Antoine  Crevenna,  NigodaU  d  Am* 
tUrdam,  1776,  4to.,  six  vols.— Z)c  id  mime  eoUection,  1789,  8vo.,  five  vols.— 
JDe  la  mime  eolleetion,  1798,  8vo.  Of  these  catalogues  of  one  of  the  most  extensive 
and  magnificent  collections  ever  formed  in  Amsterdam,  the  first  impression  of 
1776  (to  which  I  have  generally  referred)  is  by  far  the  most  valuable  in  regard 
io  bibliographical  remarks  and  copious  description.  Peignot  tells  us  that  no  bib- 
liographer can  do  without  it.  It  was  commenced  in  the  year  1774,  and  published 
during  the  life  time  of  Peter  Antony  Crevenna,  the  father ;  from  whom  the  ool- 
lection  passed  into  the  hands  of  the  son  Bolongari  Crevenna,  and  in  whose  life- 
time it  was  sold  by  public  auction.  The  second  impression  of  1789  is  the  sale- 
catalogue,  and  contains  more  books  than  the  preceding  one ;  but  the  bibliogra- 
phical observations  are  comparatively  trifling.  There  are  copies  of  this  latter  im- 
presaidh  upon  labgb  paper  in  quarto.  1  possess  an  interesting  copy  of  the 
small  paper,  which  has  numerous  marginal  remarks  in  pencil,  by  Mr.  Edwards  ; 
who  examined  the  library  at  Amsterdam,  with  a  view  to  purchase  it  entire. 
The  last  catalogue  of  1798,  which  was  published  after  the  death  of  the  son, 
contains  a  few  choice  books  which  he  had  reserved  for  himself,  and,  among 
them,  a  curious  set  of  fise-simile  drawings  of  old  prints  and  title-pages ;  some  <^ 
which  were  obtained  at  the  sale  of  the  elder  Mirabeau  (vide  post).  It  seems  to 
have  been  the  ruling  passion  of  B.  Crevenna's  life  to  collect  all  the  materials, 
from  all  quarters,  which  had  any  connection,  more  or  less,  with  "  the  origin 
AND  PROQRESS  OP  PRmrnTO,"  and  it  is  for  ever  to  be  regretted  that  such  extensive 
materials  as  those  which  he  had  amassed,  and  which  were  sold  at  the  sale  of 
1798  should  have  been  dissipated  beyond  the  hope  of  restoration.  See  Peignot's 
DicL  de  Bihliologie,  voL  iii.,  p.  100 ;  and  his  CwriotiUt  Bibliographiquet,  p.  189. 
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Lysand.  Alas,  your  zeal  will  most  egr^ously  decdve 
you !  Where  will  you  look  for  sach  books  ?  At  what 
bookseller's  shop^  or  at  what  aaction,  are  they  to  be 
procured  ?  In  this  country,  my  friend,  few  are  the  private 

CbozaT.    Caialogm  des  Livret  de  M&tuieur  Le  President   Crotai  de  Tuffny, 

Paris,  1751,  8yo.    This  ooUeotion  was  particularly  rich  in  the  belles-lettres — and 

especially  in  Italian  and  French  Romance-Literature. Van  Damme.    Caior 

kigne  ^wm.  Btbliotheqm,  vendue  publiquemaU  d  la  Haye,  le  8  OeUXjre,  par  Vamm 
el  Oaillard,  1764,  three  vols.  Sto.  "  This  precious  and  rare'  collection  belonged 
to  M.  Pierre  Van  Damme,  book-merchant  at  Amsterdam,  equally  well  known  for 
his  knowledge  of  bibliography  and  of  medals  ;  of  which  latter  he  had  a  beaotifal 

and  uncommon  collection/'    Bibl,  Crevenn.,  toL  ▼.,  p.  806. Dubois.    Btblio- 

theea  Duboisuina,  ^u,  Cataloffue  de  la  Bibliothique  du  Cardinal  DyboU.  A  la  Haye^ 
1725,  8vo.,  four  vols.  A  collection  which  evinces  the  fine  taste  and  sound  judg- 
ment of  the  Cardinal  Du  Bois.     It  is  not  rare  abroad. Elzevib.     Calaiogmi 

Ithrorum  qui  in  Bibliapolio  Ofjicinos  Danielit  Elzevirii  venalet  extant^  Ams.  1674^ 
12mo. :  1681,  12mo. — qui  in  Bibliopoli  Elzevir iano  venalet  extant,,  Inig.  BtL, 
16S4, 1684,  4to.  These,  and  other  catalogues  of  the  books  printed  by  the  dis- 
tinguished family  of  the  Elsevirs,  should  find  a  place  within  the  cabinet  of  bib- 
liographers. The  first  book  ever  published  by  the  Elzevirs  was  of  the  date  of 
1595 ;  the  last,  of  1680  or  1681,  by  Daniel  Elzevir,  who  was  the  only  surviving 
branch.  His  widow  carried  on  the  business  after  his  decease  in  1680.  In  tho 
Dictionnaire  de  Bibliologie  of  Peignot,  yo\,  i,  p.  216,  voL  iiL,  p.  116,  will  be 

found  a  pleasing  account  of  this  family  of  (almost)  unrivalled    printegra. 

Du  Fat.    Bibliotheca  Fayana  teu  Caialopus  libromm  Bibl,  Car.  Hier,  de  Citter 
nay  du  Fay,  digeetut  d  Oabrid  Martin,  Paris,  1725,  8vo.    The  catalogue  of  this 
ooUection,  which  is  a  judicious  one,  ieuid  frequently  referred  to,  is  very  carefully 
put  forth  by  Martin.    I  think  that  I  have  seen  a  copy  of  it  upon  labos  pafkb. 

Faoel.     Bihliotheca  Fageliana.    A  catalogue  oj  the  valuable  and  ertentim 

Library  qf  the  Oreffier  FagaX,  of  the  Hague :  in  two  parti,  London,  1802,  8vo. 
It  is  highly  creditable  to  that  most  respectable  establishment.  Trinity  College^ 
Dublin,  that  the  present  grand  collection  of  books  was  purchased  "en  maaatf 
(for  7000/.)  to  be  deposited  within  its  library ;  thus  rendering  the  interior  of  the 
latter  "companion  meet"  for  its  magnificent  exterior.  The  title-page  of  the  first 
part  annotmces  the  sale  of  the  books  by  auction  by  Mr.  Christie  ;  but  the  above 
offer  having  been  made  for  the  whole  collection,  the  same  was  forthwith 
ported  to  Ireland.  Collectors  should  take  care  that  the  second  part  of  tlus 
logue  be  not  wanting,  which  is  oftentimes  the  case.  A  good  index  only  is  requisite 
to  make  the  Bdliotheca  Faqeliana  rank  with  the  most  valuable  publicationa 

of  its  kind  in  existence.    It  was  compiled  by  the  well-known  S.  Paterson. 

Faultbieb.  Catalogut  Librorum  BiUiothecas  Domini  Joachimi  Faultrier,  digettni 
d  Prosper  Marchand,  Paris,  1709,  8vo.  The  bibliographical  introductory  remarks^ 
by  Marchand,  render  this  volume  (which  rarely  occurs)  very  acceptable  to  col- 
lectors of  catalogues.  Maittaire  has  spoken  well  of  the  performance,  AnnaL 
Typog,  iii.,  p.  482.  Consult  also  the  Mem.  de  I'lnsL,  vol.  i.,  p.  675,  and  the  Diet 
de  Bibliologie,  vol.  ii.,  p.  285,  upon  Marchand's  introductory  remarks  relating  to  the 

arrangement  of  a  library. Favieb.    Catalogue  des  Litres  de  la  Bibliothique 

de/eu  Mons,  VAbbi  Favier,  Priire  d  LiUe,  Lille,  1765,  8vo.    A  well  arranged 
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ooflectioiiSy  however  choice^  which  contain,  two  third 
parts  of  the  excellent  works  before  mentioned.  Patience, 
vigilance,  and  personal  activity,  are  your  best  friends 
in  such  a  dilemma* 


of  a  cboioe  oolleotion  of  books,  which  cost  the  AbM  fifty  yean  of  pretty 
eoBstant  laboar  in  amiBiing.  Prefixed,  are  some  interesting  notices  of  MSS.  : 
and,  among  tliem,  of  a  valaable  one  of  Froissart.  The  prints  of  the  Abb6  were 
■did,  from  a  oatalogue  of  143  pages,  printed  at  Lisle  in  the  same 
-Du  Fbbbnb.  Itaphaelia  TneheU  du  Fresne  Bibliothecas  dxtaloffut. 
Fvia^  1082^  4lo.  "I  have  observed,"  says  Morhof,  "a  number  of  authors  in 
this  eatalogue  which  I  have  in  vain  sought  after  elsewhere.  The  typographical 
enon  (eq>eoiany  in  regard  to  dates,  adds  Baillet)  are  innumerable :  and  the 
thedogioaly  legal,  and  medical  works,  comparatively  few— but  in  the  departments 
of  history,  ant&inities,  and  general  literature,  this  collection  is  wonderfully  en- 
riched—oontainhig'anthors  hardly  ever  heard  of."  PolyfUst.  Zfiierar.,  vol.  i,  p.  212. 
Oolomitfs  and  Labbe  unite  in  conferring  the  highest  praises  upon  Du  Fresne  and 
his  eoOeetion.  See  the  Jwfemeiu  da  Savana,  vol.  ii,  p.  143 ;  where,  however, 
the  cooftaaad  and  inaccurate  manner  in  which  the  catalogue  is  executed  is  sharply 
oeoaored  by  Baillet.  Morhof  informs  us  that  this  oolleotion  was  disposed  of  by 
Da  Fkvane's  widew,  to  the  Boyal  Library,  for  24,000  liwet,  after  she  had  refused 

83,000  for  the  same. Gaiomat.     CatcUogue  des  Livres  du  Cdbinet  de  feu  M. 

JLowU  Jmn  Oaiffnat,  dupoti  et  mit  en  ordrepar  OuilL  Francois  de  Sure  le  Jeune, 
"PaxiB,  17iWy  8vo.,  two  vols.  One  of  the  best  executed,  and  most  intrinsically  valua- 
ble catialogues  in  existence.  Almost  all  the  books  of  Gaignat  were  in  the  choicest 
conditian ;  bdng  the  cream  of  the  collections  of  Colbert,  Pr^fond,  and  De  Boze. 
Thb  poseasion  of  this  rare  catalogue,  which  is  indispensable  to  the  collector, 
fbffins  what  Is  called  a  Supplement  to  De  Bure's  **  Btbliograpkie  Jnttructive.** 
lliere  are  60  copies  struck  off  upon  shall  quabto  paper,  to  arrange  with  a  like 
n-ffiKfr  of  this  latter  work.      Consult  Bibl,    Crevenn,,  vol.  v.,  p.  291. 


Catalogue  raitonni  des  Manuseriis  oonservis  dans  la  hibliothique,  dx.,  de 
Otitkm :  pear  Jean  Senibier,  (Jen^ve,  1779,  8to.  A  neatly  executed  and  useful 
catalogue  of  some  manuscripts  of  no  mean  value.  It  has  received  a  good  cha- 
fBieter  by  Mens.  Van-Praet,  in  the  Cat.  de  la  Valliere,  vol.  ill.,  no.  5542.     See 

also  p.  96,  ante. GoEZ.     BiUiotheecB  OoSginxe  Catalogus,  Leida,  1687,  8vo. 

A  fine  collection  of  books  and  of  coins  distinguished  the  Museum  of  Goez. 

QOLOWKIK.  Catalogue  des  Livrts  de  la  BibliotkSque  du  Comte  Alexis  de  Oolowkin, 
Laipsio,  1798,  4to.  It  is  said  that  onlt  25  copies  of  this  catalogue  were  struck 
off,  and  that  not  more  than  two  of  these  are  known  to  be  in  France.  Neither  the 
tjpe  nor  paper  has  the  most  inviting  aspect ;  but  it  is  a  curious  volume,  and  con- 
tains a  deecription  of  books  "  infiniment  pi^deux.*'  Consult  Peignot's  Bibliogr, 
Cmnffoey  p.  81.    Dr.  Clarke,  in  his  Travels  in  Russia,  <be.,  p.  188,  has  noticed  the 

eadraoidinaiy  library  of  Count  Botterline,  but  says  nothing  of  Golowkin*s. 

OOUTTARD  Catalogue  des  Livres  rates  et  preeieux  de  feu  M.  Oouttarde  par 
OuUlemme  de  BureJUs  aini.  Paris,  1780,  8vo.  A  short  bibliographical  notice  of 
tbe  amiable  and  tasteful  owner  of  this  select  collection  precedes  the  description 
of  the  books.    The  bibliographical  observations  are  sometimes  copious  and  valu- 

nUe.    Tliis  catalogue  is  indispensable  to  the  collector. Guton.     CatcUogue 

des  liwru  de  la  Bibliotkigue  defeu  M.  J,  B.  Denis  Gfuyon,  Chev.  Seigneur  de  Sar- 


82  THE  CABINET. 

Lis.  But  I  will  no  longer  attend  the  sale  of  Malvolio's 
busts  and  statues^  and  gaudy  books.  I  will  fly  to  the 
Strandy  or  King-street :  peradventure — 


diere,  Aneien  Capiiaine  au  Regiment  du  Roi,  d  tun  des  Seigfuwn  du  Canal  de 
Briare,  Puna,  1759,  8vo.  It  is  justly  said,  in  the  "  advertisement"  prefixed  to 
this  catalogue,  that,  in  running  over  the  diioferent  classes  of  which  the  collection 
is  composed,  there  will  be  found  articles  "  capable  de  piquer  la  curiosity  des  bib- 
liophiles." In  ancient  and  modem  poetry,  and  in  romances — especially  relating 
to  chivalry — ^this  "  ancient  Captain"  appears  to  have  been  deeply  versed.  Tho 
advertisement  is  followed  by  28  pages  of  "Eolairdssemens" — ^which  give  ao  in- 
teresting account  of  some  precious  manuscripts  of  old  poetiy  and  romances.  A 
MS.  note,  in  my  copy  of  this  catalogue,  informs  me  that  the  books  were  sold 

"en  masse." Heivsius.  (Nic.)  Nioolai  ffeinm  Btbliotheea  CaUUogut,  (1682) 

8vo.  A  portrait  of  the  elegant  and  learned  owner  of  this  colleotion  fkoes  tho 
title-page.  The  books  contained  in  it  are  remarkable  both  for  their  rarity  and 
intrinsic  value ;  and  a  great  number  of  them  were  enriched  with  tiie  notes  of 
Scaliger,  Salmasius,  and  others.  Few  collections  display  more  judgment  and 
taste  in  the  selection  than  the  present  one ;  and  few  critics  have  been  of  more 
essential  service  to  the  cause  of  ancient  classical  literature  than  Nicholas  Heinsiua. 
He  excelled  particularly  in  his  editions  of  the  poets.  Mr.  Dyer,  of  Exeter,  the 
bookseller,  has  a  copy  of  this  catalogue,  which  was  formerly  Onevius's  ;  in  which 
that  celebrated  critic  has  made  marginal  remarks  concerning  the  rarity  and  value 

of  certain  works  described  in  it. Hohemdorf.     Bibliotheoa  Hohejuhrfiana  / 

016  Catalogue  de  la  BibliothSque  de  Jeu  Afont,  George  OuUlaume  Baron  de  JETo- 
hendorf:  d  la  Haye,  1720,  8vo.,  three  parts.  A  magnificent  colleotion;  which 
a  MS.  note,  by  Dr.  Farmer  (in  my  copy  of  the  catalogue),  informs  me  was 
"  added  to  the  Emperor's  library  at  VieDua."    In  the  Bibl,  Meneken,  p.  10,  it  ia 

thus  loftily  described :    "  Catalogrus  per-rorus  rarissimis  libris  superbiens." 

HOYM.  Caialogus  Librortim  Bihliothecce  Caroli  Henrici  Conutit  de  Hoym,  173^ 
8vo.  This  catalogue,  which  is  exceedingly  well  "digested  by  Martin,"  is  a  great 
favourite  with  collectors.  A  copy  out  of  Count  Hoym's  collection  tells  well — 
whether  at  a  book-sale,  or  in  a  bookseller's  catalogue.    There  are  copies  npon 

LARQB  PAPER,  which,  when  priced,  sell  high. HULSIUB.    Bibliotheea  HuUCana, 

iive  CcUcUogus  Librorum.  quos  vuigno  Idbore,  summa  cnra  et  maximis  <iwip<t&tts 
col  legit  Vir  Consulans  Samuel  Halsius,  Hag.  Com.  1730,  four  vols.  8vo.  (the 
second  and  third  being  in  two  parts,  and  the  fourth  in  three).  This  is,  in  sober 
truth,  a  wonderful  collection  of  books  ;  containing  nearly  34,000  articles — ^which, 
allowing  three  volumes  to  an  article,  would  make  the  owner  to  have  been  in  pos- 
session of  100,000  volames  of  printed  books  and  MSS.  The  English  library, 
(vol.  iv,  pt.  ii.)  of  nearly  3300  articles,  comprehended  nearly  all  the  best  books 
of  the  day.  There  were  about  1200  articles  of  Spanish  Literature.  Nor  was  the 
worthy  Consul  deficient  in  the  love  of  the  fine  arts  ("hsDC  est,  sitque  diu,  Senis 
optimi  voluptas  et  oblcctatio,"  says  the  compiler  of  the  catalogue) ;  having  11,0(X) 
most  beautiful  prints  of  subjects  relating  to  the  Bible,  bound  up  in  92  atlas  folio 
volumes.      Long  live  the  memory  of  Hulsius;   a  consular  hero  of  no  ordinary 

renown  1 Jena.      Memorabilia  Bibliothecas  Academvoas  Jenensit:    tive  detig- 

natio  Codicum  mantucriptorum  ilia  BibliothecA  et  Librorum  impressorum  pUrumqne 
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Phil.  Grently^  my  good  Lisardo.  A  breast  thus 
saddenly  changed  fix)m  the  cold  of  Nova  Zembia  to  the 
warmth  of  the  torrid  zone  requires  to  be  ruled  with 
discretion.    And  yet>  luckily  for  you — 


Joh,  Ckrittophoro  Mylio,    Jenm,  1746,  8yo.    A  work  of  some  little  im- 
poftenoe  ;  and  frequently  referred  to  by  Vogt  and  Panzer.    It  is  uncommon.- 


Jbu  Sog.  BtUiotkeea  Scriptontm  Societatii  Jem,  Antv.,  1643.  Romeo,  1676, 
foL  Although  this  work  is  not  a  professed  catalogue  of  books,  yet^  as  it  contains 
aa  aeooont  of  the  writings  of  those  learned  men  who  were  in  the  society  of  the 
Jemiits— end  as  Baillet,  Antonio,  and  Morhof,  have  said  every  thing  in  com- 
raeodatioii  of  it~I  strongly  recommend  one  or  the  other  of  these  editions  to 
the  bibKogrmpher's  attention.  I  possess  the  edition  of  1643 ;  and  have  frequently 
found  the  most  satisfactory  intelligence  on  referring  to  it.  How  clever  some 
of  the  Jesuits  were  in  their  ideas  of  the  arrangement  of  a  library  may  be  seen 
ixfftn  their  "Syttema  Btblioiheag  Jemitarum  CoCUgii  Ludovieiani,** — which  was 
written  by  Gamier  for  the  private  use  of  the  Louvain  college,  and  which  is  now 
extramely  dxffieult  to  be  found.  See  Maichelius,  dt  PrcBcip.  BiU.  pari- 
HaUf  pk  128.  Their  "  Syttemd  bibliotkecte  eoUeffii  ParisUntit  toeietatit  Jau,*' 
1678,  4to.     (or  catalogue  of  books  in  the  college  of  Clermont),  is  handsomely 

notioed  by  Camus  in  the  JHem.  de  VInsL,  voL  L,  647. Just,  St.    Catalogue 

da  tivra  em  trU-petU  notkbre  qui  eomposent  la  Btbliothique  de  M,  Merard  de 
3L  /asf,  ttnden  mailfe-dihatil  de  Montieur,  frire  du  Roi  {avec  Us  prix  dackai), 
Pteia,  1783,  18mo.  Of  this  book,  printed  upon  superfine  paper,  of  the  manu- 
factory of  d'Annonay,  only  25  copies  were  struck  off.  BibL  Curieuie,  p.  43. 
Another  catalogue  of  the  same  collection  (perhaps  a  more  copious  one)  was  put 
farih  in  1799,  8vo.,  prepared  by  M.  Mauger.    See  Diction.    Bibliographuptef 

torn,  iv.,  p.   adv. Kbohn.       Caialogus   Bibliothecai   Prastantistimorum    etc., 

Zdbrorum  seleetum  compUdewtu,    Libros  collegit  et  Liierariis  Catalogmn  Antmad- 
venionibui  inttruxit,  K  N,  Krokn,    EdiUo  altera.     Hamb.    1796,    8vo.      The 
fanhuoe  to  this  very  excellent  collection  of  books  is  written  in  Latin  by  Ram- 
bacii ;  and  a  most  interesting  one  it  is.    After  giving,  a  slight  sketch  of  the  life 
and  lilBrary  occupations  of  Krohn,  he  thus  finishes  tbe  picture  of  his  death — 
**  9go  oerte  (exclaims  the  grateful  biographer),  mi  Krohni,  te  amabo,  et  qwamdiu 
'ipiritiis  hos  reget  artus'  gratam  Tui  memoriam  ex  animb  nunquam  elabi  patiar. 
O  !  me  felioem,  si,  qua  olim  mo  beasti,  amiciti&  nunc  quoque  frui  possem.    Sed 
froar  aliquando,  cum  Deus  me  ad  beatorum  sedos  evocaverit,  ac  Te  mihi  redi- 
derit  oonjunctissimum.   Vale,  interim,  pia  anima  ;  et  quem  jam  tristem  reliqmsti, 
prope  diem  exspecta,  in  tenerrimos  Tuoe  amplexus  properantem,  ac  de  summa, 
quara  nunc  habes,  felicitate  Tibi  congratulantem,'*  p.  xix.    This  is  the  genuine 
language  of  heart-felt  grief ;  language,  which  those  who  have  lost  an  old  and 
good  friend  will  know   well  how  to  appreciate.      This  catalogue,   which  was 
given  to  me  by   my  friend  the  Rev.   Dr.   Oosset,      'vir  in    re  bibliographic^ 
woXpfiaHararos,*  exhibits  a  fine  collection  of  books  (3821  in  number)  relating  to 
history  and  philology.    Some  of  Krohn 's  notes  are  sufficiently  shrewd  and  in- 
telligent.  ^Lamoionon.     Catalogue   da  Livres  Imprimis   et   manuscrits   de  la 

Btbliothique  de  M.  le  President  de  Lammgnon  {redigi  par  L.  Fr.  DtUUour)  avee 
mne  table  des  auieurs,  et  des  anonymes.  Paris,  1770,  fol.  The  bibliographer  has 
only  to  hear  Peignot  speak  in  bis  own  language,  and  ho  will  not  long  hesitate 

g2 
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Lis.    Speak — are  you  about   to  announce  the  sale  of 
some  biibliographical  works? 

about  the  price  to  be  given  for  so  precious  volume :  "  Catalogue  fort  me, 
tir^  a  QUINZB  exsmflaibbb  Beulement,  sur  du  papier  de  coton  labriqo^  par 
singularity.  It  Angouldme."  Mr.  Harris,  of  the  Royal  Institution,  poMoanos  a  oopj 
of  it,  bound  in  orange-coloured  Morocco,  which  was  presented  to  him  by 
Mr.  Vajne ;  and,  as  Alexander  placed  his  beloved  Homer— «k>  does  he  this 
catalogue— uner  his  pillow  "quand  il  vent  se  reposer— a  cause  dea  aongm 
agrtebles  qu'il  doit  inspirer."  This  beautiful  volume,  which  was  printed  for 
Lamoignon*8  own  convenience,  in  supplemental  parts,  docs  not^  however,  oontaia 
Baillefs  interesting  Latin  piefece,   which  may  be  seen  in  the  /tywsm  de$ 

Savani,  vol.  .    pt  iL,  p.  140,  ed.  1725. Lamoignon.    Det  Livrtt  tU  la  BHiia- 

tkSque  defeu  21,  de  Lavuri^vum,  Oardede  SpeoMX  de  France.  Paris,  1791,  Svo., 
8  vols.  These  volumes  contain  the  sale  catalogue  of  Lamoignon's  books  as  th^ 
were  purchased  by  Mr.  T.  Payne,  the  bookseller.  like  the  great  librariea  of 
Crevenna  and  Pinelli,  this  immense  collection  (with  the  exception  of  the  wotks 
upon  French  jurisprudence)  has  been  dissipated  by  public  sale.  It  yetdeUghts 
Mr.  Payne  to  think  and  to  talk  of  the  many  thousand  volumes  which  wevB 
bound  in  Morocco,  or  Russia,  or  white-calf-leather,  "with  gilt  on  the  edgea^ — 
which  this  extraordinary  family  of  book-collectors  had  amassed  with  so  mndk 
care  and  assiduity.  The  preface  gives  us  a  short,  but  pleasing,  account  of  the 
bibliomanical  spirit  of  Lamoignon's  father-in-law.  Monsieur  Benyer ;  who  ^Mot 
between  thirty  and  forty  years  in  enriching  this  collection  with  all  the  choioe^ 
beautiful,  and  extraordinary  copies  of  works  which,  from  his  ministerial  sitoaiiaiiy 
and  the  exertions  of  his  book-friends,  it  was  possible  to  obtain.      M.  Benyer 

died  in  1762,  and  his  son-in-law  in  1789. Laxoiomon.      Det  Livret  de  la 

mime  Bibliothique,  par  Nyon  Vdini,  Paris,  1797,  Svo.  This  volume  preaenti 
us  with  the  relics  of  a  collection  which,  in  its  day,  might  have  vied  with  the 

most  splendid  in  Europe.      But  every  thing  earthly  must  be  dissipated. 

Lakcelot.  CaJtaXogtbe  des  Livree  de  feu  M,  Lawxlot  de  rAeademie  Roiftle 
da  Bellet  LeUret,  Paris,  1741,  8vo.  Those  who  aro  fond  of  making  their 
fibraries  rich  in  French  History  cannot  dispense  with  this  truly  valuable  cata- 
logue. Lancelot,  like  the  elder  Lamoignon,  appears  to  have  been  "buried  in 
the  benediotioDS  of  his  countrjrmen" — ^according  to  the  energetic  language  of 

Bourdaloue. Limarib.      Caialogue  det  livret  de  feu.  M.  LemeariS,  di^poti  et 

mit  en  ordre,  par  Ouil,  De  Bure,  Jilt  aini,  Paris,  1776,  Svo.  A  well  digested 
catalogue  of  a  rich  collection  of  Greek  and  Latin  Literature,  which  evinoes  a 
man  of  taste  and  judgment.  Nothing  can  bo  more  handsomely  said  of  a  ool- 
leotion  than  what  De  Bure  has  prefixed  to  the  present  one.      In  the  Cat  de 

CfouUard,  no.  1645, 1  find  a  copy  of  it  upon  labqe  paper. LoiiENiB.    Index 

Librorum  ab  inventa  Typographia  da  annum  1500,  &c.,  cum  noHt,  die,  Senonii^ 
1791,  Svo.,  two  vols.  The  owner  of  this  collection,  whose  name  does  not  appear 
in  the  title-page,  was  the  celebrated  Cardinal  de  Lomerib  de  BBDBNinB :  who  is 
described,  in  the  advertisement  prefixed  to  the  catalogue  of  his  books  in  1797, 
[vide  infra]  as  ha^ng,  from  almost  early  youth,  pushed  his  love  of  book- 
collecting  to  an  excess  hardly  equalled  by  any  of  his  predecessors.  When  he 
was  but  a  young  ecclesiastic,  and  had  only  the  expectation  of  a  fortune,  his 
ruling  passion  for  books,  and  his  attachment  to  fellow  bibliomaniaosy  was  ardent 
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Phil.    Even  so.    To  morrow,  if  I  mistake  not,  6on- 
ZALVo's  choice  gems,  in  this  way,  are  to  be  disposed  of. 

and  g«iifliiL  Bat  let  his  panegyrist  speak  in  his  own  langoage— "  Si  le  hazard 
procoioit  k  tee  amis  qaelque  obj^t  pr^enz,  il  n'ayoit  de  repos  qu'apr^s  TaToir 
obtenn ;  lee  aacrifioes  ne  Teffiayoient  pas ;  il  ^toit  n^  g^nereaux ;  mats  co  qu'on 
loi  aoeordoit^  il  le  de?oit  sur-tout  It  see  mani^res  inainuantee.  See  sollicitations 
Aoient  toujonrs  aaaaiaonn^es  d'nn  ton  d'amabilit^auquel  on  r^mstoitdiffioilement. 
Loraqne  le  tema  et  les  grftoes  de  la  oonr  eorent  aggrandi  ses  moyens,  ses  yens 
iTeteodiient  k  proportion.  Insensiblement  il  embressa  tons  lee  genres,  et  sa  biblio- 
thi^qiie  derint  nn  d^pdt  uniTersel.  Dans  ses  fr^quens  voyages,  s'il  s'arrdtoit 
qne^uas  instans  dana  nne  iille,  on  le  voyoit  visiter  lui-mdme  les  libraries,  s'intro- 
duire  dana  les  maisons  religieuses,  s'insinner  dans  les  cabinets  d'amateurs, 
dbardiflr  par-tout  k  aoqn^rir ;  c^etoit  un  besoin  pour  lui  d'acheter  sans  oesse, 
d'entaawr  les  rohimea.  Cette  passion  a  pent-dtre  ses  btoSb  ;  mats  du  moins,  elle 
ne  fat  pas  pour  le  cardinal  de  Lom^nie  one  manie  sterile.  Non  seulement  il 
aJmotty  il  oonnoisaoit  les  livres,  mais  il  savoit  s'en  servir ;  sans  oontredit  il  fat  un 

dea  hommee  lea  plus  ^dair^  du  Clerg€  de  France." To  return  from  this 

pU— ing  rli^wody  to  the  catalogao,  the  title  of  which  is  above  given.  It  is 
eompoeed  by  Laire^  in  the  Latin  language,  with  sufficient  bibliographical  skill : 
bat  the  index  is  the  most  puzzling  one  imaginable.  The  unconmionly  curious 
and  magnificent  collection,  not  being  disposed  of  "en  masse"— according  to 
adverilaement — waa  broken  up ;  and  the  more  ancient  books  were  sold  by  auction 
ai  Paris,  in  17^  from  a  Arench  catalogue  prepared  by  De  Bure.  Some  of  the 
booika  were  purchased  by  Mr.  Edwards,  and  sold  at  London  in  the  Paris  collec- 
tioD  [vide  pw  90,  post]  ;  as  were  also  those  relating  to  Natural  Histoiy ;  which 
latter  were  sold  by  auction  without  his  Eminence's  name  :  but  it  is  a  gross  error 
in  the  BibL  KrokH,  p.  259,  no.  8466,  to  say  that  many  of  these  books  were 
impioaa  and  obeoene.  These  are  scarce  and  dear  volumes ;  and  as  they  supply 
defidenoies  Audiffredi's  account  of  books  published  at  Rome  in  the  xvth 
itory  [vid.  p.  62,  ante],  the  bibliographer  should  omit  no  opportunity  of 

|ii— iwnintt  theoL Lomknie.       IXune  parUe  cUs  livra  *de  la  BMiothSque  du 

Cardinal  de  LomSnie  de  Brienne,  Paris,  an.  v.  [1797],  8vo.  This  collection,  the 
tegments  or  ruins  of  the  Lomenie  library,  contains  2754  articles,  or  numbers, 
with  a  rich  q>rinkling  of  Italian  literature ;  leaving  behind,  however,  a  surplus  of 
not  fewer  than  twelve  hundred  pieces  relating  to  the  Italian  Drama— many  of 
them  nn — which  were  to  be  sold  at  a  future  auction.  From  the  biographical 
momoir  prefixed  to  this  catalogue,  I  have  given  the  preceding  extract  concerning 
the  eharacter  of  the  owner  of  the  collection — ^who  died  in  the  same  year  as  the 

aale. Haoabtht.        CaUUofftu  det   livret   rates   et  pricieuz   du    cabinet   de 

M.  L,  C.  D.  M,  {M,  Le  CcmU  de  Macarthy),  Taris,  1779,  8vo.  Supplement  au 
Catalcffut  det  Umvt,  ftc,  de  M.  L.  0.  D.  M.,  Paris,  1779,  8vo.  Che$  de  Bure, 
JUs  aUni,  These  books  were  sold  in  January,  1780  ;  and  great  things  are  said,  in 
the  advertiaement^  of  their  rarity  and  beauty.  The  Count  Macarthy  has,  at  this 
mooienty  one  of  the  most  magnificent  collections  upon  the  continent.  His  books 
printed  UFOH  yzllum  are  unequalled  by  those  of  any  private  collection.  Of  the 
above  catalogae,  a  copy  upon  strong  writing  paper  occurs  in  the  Cat,  de  OouUard, 
S*.  1549.— HaQUABBCHL  Cataloj^  Codieum  SacuXo  xv.  Imprestorum  qui  in 
pnHiea  BiUiotktea  MagliaJbeckiana  Florentia  adtervaniur,     Autort  Ferdinando 
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Lis.  Consider  them  as  my  own.    Nothing  shall  Stay 
me  &om  the  possession  of  them. 

Fouie;  iJKid.  bihL  Pnrf.,  Florcnt,  178S,  folio,  tlu«a  vola.  A  oiagi^Beaot  and 
trulj  nUuabIa  pnbllmtioD  (with  excellent  indeiea)  of  the  oolleotioD  of  the  funaw 
HagUabeohi ;  oonoemiiig  whan]  the  bibliographical  world  i>  full  of  ourioiu  uiea- 
dotsH.  The  raader  amy  Donmlt  two  volnmes  of  letteri  from  eminant  men  to 
Magll&beohi,  published  in  17*6,  tus..  Tide  BOl.  PiMtll,  W.  8808,  fee.,  edit.  1789 : 
WolBiu'i  edition  of  the  BiblioOtca  Apronaita,  p.  102 :  and  the  Staawben7  Hill* 
edition  of  the  Pamlltl  fetwuit  Magliaitehi  and  Mr,  Hill,  1758,  Sto.— an  elcguit 
and  intererting  little  Tolnme.  Before  «e  coma  to  apeak  of  hia  birth  and  bibtio- 
graphioal  powera,  it  may  be  aa  well  to  contemplate  hia  eiprcadTS  ph;dogiK«n}. 
JUaLUSBom  wia  bom  at  ITlareaos 
October  20,  1S33.  Hf«  pamt^  of  low 
and  mean  rank,  were  well  aatiafied 
when  the;  got  Um  into  the  antloa 
of  a  man  who  aold  herbs  and  fruit. 
Hs  had  never  learned  to  read;  and 
yat  he  was  perpetuoil;  poring  orar  the 
leaves  of  old  boolci  that  were  naed  In 
hia  master'a  ^op.  A  bookieller,  wfao 
lived  Id  the  neighbourhood,  and  who 
had  often  observed  this,  and  knew  tba 
boy  could  not  read,  aalced  him  one  daj 
"  what  he  meant  by  staring  bo  muoh  to 
printed  paper  P  Magliabechi  aoid  that 
"he  did  not  know  how  it  wbs,  but 
that  he  lovod  it  of  all  things."  The  vomequenco  was  that  he  was  reoaired,  with 
teua  of  joy  in  hii  ayes,  into  the  bookaeller'a  shop  ;  and  hence  roae,  by  a  qniok 
SDCceauoD,  Into  poata  of  titeisry  honour,  Ull  hs  became  librarian  to  tha  Grand 
Dnke  of  Tuaoajiy.  Id  this  situation  Miighabechl  had  nothing  fuithor,  or  mote 
eorgenial  to  his  feelings,  to  ugh  for :  in  the  FlantDtiua  libraiy  hs  revelled  with- 
out cessation  in  tha  luiury  of  book-laaining.  The  strength  of  bis  mamory  waa 
remarkablo ;  odo  day,  tbs  Grand  Duke  aent  tor  him  to  auk  whether  he  ooald 
procure  a  book  that  was  particnloj-ly  scarce.  "  No,  sir,"  answered  Magliaboelil, 
"it  isimposrible;  for  there  is  but  odo  ia  the  world,  and  that  is  in  the  Qnud 
8igDior'B  Library  at  Conatantinopte,  and  is  the  aeventh  book  on  the  second  ibelf 
on  the  right  hand  aa  you  go  in."  In  spite  of  his  cobwebs,  dirt,  and  cradle  lioed 
with  books,  Hagliabechi  roamed  his  8Ist  year.  Heame  has  contrived  to  intei^ 
woave  the  foUoiring  (rather  triDing)  anecdolo  of  biim,  in  his  Johan.  CtmfraL,  <tc., 
de  H^.  OlatloH,  vol.  ii.,  4S6— which  I  give  merely  lieoauia  it  is  the  fashion  to 
eoTst  every  thing  which  appertaineth  to  Tom  Heame.  "  I  ba,vt>  mentioned  the 
bsDk  whore  the  MSB.  (concerning  the  Epistles  of  St.  Igoatiui;  Bank  Lvn.) 
Blaads,  and  the  title  of  the  book,  besuiss  Vossiua  tells  us  not  in  hia  prefaoa  whioh 
of  the  several  U8S.  in  this  library  he  mads  use  of ;  and  to  fioda  it  out  gaT«  ma 
BO  much  trouble  that,  if  the  Qrand  Duke's  libraJ7-keaper  bad  not  known  tha 
book,  and  searched  it  for  me,  1  think  1  ahould  never  have  met  ^th  it,  thw« 
being  Dot  one  canon  of  St.  Laurence,  not  their  library-keeper  himself,  nor,  I 
■  IB  Put  TI.  St  thb  nA  vlU  bi  tuni  ■  LM  of  Bsok*  iiHaUd  bin.    Tbi  malal  taaBnM 
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Lysand.     You    speak    precipitately.    Are    you  accus- 
tomed to  attend  book-auctions  ? 

bdiera,  any  other  In  Florence,  except  this  Si«.  Magliabeohi,  that  could  direct 
me  to  tt.  The  learned  Bishop  will  be  pleased  to  take  notice  of  S**.  Maliabechi's 
cmlity ;  who«  besides  procuring  me  the  Grand  Duke's  leave  to  collate  the 
eptstles,  attended  hioiself  in  the  library,,  all  the  time  I  was  there  (the  licence 
being  granted  by  the  Ghrand  Duke  upon  this  condition) :  and  since,  as  a  mark  of 
his  respeot  to  the  reverend  bishop,  hath  been  pleased  to  prosont  him  with  a  book 
(about  the  Florentine  history)  which  I  have  committed  to  Mr.  Feme,  my  Lord 
Lezmton's  Gentleman,  to  be  conveyed  to  his  lordship."    (Mr.  Ledgerd's  account 

of  bis  ooOations  of  the  Florentine  MS.  with  the  edition  of  Vossius.) St.  Mark. 

Ofwea  D,  Mani  Bibliothxa  Codicum  ManMsenpiorum  Prcsside  Lawrtniio  Theo- 
poia.  VeneL  1740,  folio  :  Bpudem  Loiina  et  Italioa  Biblioiheca  Codicum  Mann- 
acripionim  Prcuide  todem,   Venet.    1741,  folio.    These  useful  and  handsomely 

exeented  volumes  should  be  found  in  every  extensive  philological  collection. 

MXDIGI  LoRDTZO.  BiHiotkeccB  JUediceo-Laureniiance  ei  Pakttina  Codieum  Manvr 
MoriplontM  OriaUalium  CaHalogut  digesfU  S.  B,  Auemantu,  Florent.  174S^  folio. 
A  vezy  valuable  and  splendid  publication ;  evincing  the  laudable  ambition  of 
the  Medici  in  their  encouragement  of  oriental  literature.  The  editor  is  com- 
mended in  the  prefSace  of    the  subsequent  catalogue,  p.  xxxxv. MiDici- 

LOBXRKO.  B^iotkeeas  Hdyraico-Orteas  Florentine  tive  BiUioiheoas  Medieto- 
LamToUitauE  Caialogut  ah  Antonio  Maria  Biteionio,  &c,  digeshu  aiq%€  editut, 
Flcreni.,  1752,  folio,  two  vols,  in  one.  A  grand  book ;  full  of  curious  fao-similes 
of  an  aorta  of  things.  It  was  begun  to  be  printed  in  1752,  but  Biscioni's  death, 
in  Kay,  1756,  prevented  t^e  completion  of  the  publication  *till  May  1757.    See 

pneCsL,  p.  xxzzvii— and  particularly  the  colophon. Medici-Loben20.    CaUi- 

IcffUM  Codieum  Manutcripiorum  Oracorum,  Laiinorum,  et  Italicoram,  Bibliotkeeat 
MtdictB  Lanrtntianas :  Angdus  Maria  Bandiwa  reeentwU,  illuttravU  edidit. 
Floront.,  1764 ;  8  vols.,  1774 ;  5  vols.,  folio.  An  equally  splendid  work  with  the 
preceding — and  much  more  copious  and  erudite  in  regard  to  intrinsically  valuable 
matter.  The  indexes  are  excellent.  No  extensive  philological  library  should  be 
without  these  volumes—especially  since  the  name  of  Medici  has  recently  become 
BO  popular,  from  the  able  biographical  memoirs  of  tho  family  by  Mr.  Rosooe. 

Mesabsiajxa.    Bibliotheea    Metiarsiana;    ou  Catalogue  de    la    Bibliothiqu* 

de  fm  Manrt  Jean  Jaqwt  Charron,  Chevalier  Marquis  de  Menart,  &c.  A  La 
Hayei,  1720,  8vo.  A  very  fine  collection  of  books  in  aU  branches  of  literature. 
After  the  "  Ordo  Venditionis,''  there  is  an  additional  leaf  pasted  in,  signifying 
that  a  magnificent  copy  of  Fust's  bible  of  1462,  upon  pi^r,  would  be  sold  im- 
mediately after  the  theological  MS3.  in  folio.  It  brought  the  sum  of  120Q  florins. 
Hie  sale  commenced  at  nine  and  at  two ;  giving  the  buyers  time  to  digest  their 

purchases,  as  well  as   their  dinners,  at  twelve  !  "  Tempera  mutantur  I  '* 

KSVCKKVIUS.  Caialogut  Bibliotheece  Menekenianoe  ah  Ottone  et  Burchardo  col- 
leeta,  EdiHor  altera  Umge  emendatior,  lips.,  1727,  8vo.  There  are  some  curious 
mod  uncommon  books  in  this  collection ;  which  evince  the  taste  and  judgment  of 
M enckenius,  who  was  a  scholar  of  no  mean  reputation.  Perhaps  the  word  "rare** 
is  too  lavishly  bestowed  upon  some  of  the  books  described  in  it — MsoN. 
Caialif^ni^  des  livret  prfcieux  singuliSres  et  rates  de  la  Bihlioihique  de  M,  Meon, 
Paris,  an.  xiL  (1804),  8vo.    A  very  choice  collection  of  books ;  catalogued  with 
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Lis.    No  ;  bat  I  will  line  my  pockets  with  pistoles^  and 
who  dare  oppose  me  ? 

oondderable  oara. ^BfEBOiER.     Catalogue  de  la  Bihltothfque  de  M.    Mercier, 

Ahbfde  &Unt  Leger,  par.  M.  De  Bure,  1799,  8to.  If  the  reader  has  chanced  to 
oast  his  eye  over  the  accomit  of  the  AbM  de  St.  Leger,  at  p.  61,  ante,  he  will  not 
hesitate  long  about  procnring  a  copy  of  the  catalogue  of  the  library  of  so  truly 

eminent  a  bibliographer. Mjerigot.      Catalogtu  des  livres  de  M,  /.  O,  MSrigot, 

LQnuire,  por.  M.  De  Bure,  1800,  Bro.  It  is  yery  seldom  that  ''this  catalogue  ap- 
pears In  our  own  country :  which  is  the  more  proToking  as  the  references  to  it,  in 
foreign  bibliographical  works,  render  its  possession  necessary  to  the  collector. 
M^rigot  was  an  eminent  bookseller,  and  prepared  a  good  catalogue  of  M.  Lorry's 

library,  which  wan  sold  in  1791,   Sro. St.   BIiohaxl.    Bibltotheca   Codieum 

Manuiariptorum  Monasterij  8antlx  Miehaelis  Venetiarum,  una  cum  appendtee 
librorum  impretaorum  toBculi  tv,  Oput  posthumum  Joannts  Betted,  Mittarelli, 
Venei.,  1779,  folio.  It  were  much  to  be  wished  that,  after  the  example  of  this 
and  other  monasteries,  all  religious  houses,  which  ha^e  large  libraries  attached  to 
them,  would  publish  accounts  of  their  MSS.  and  printed  books.  There  is  no 
knowing  what  treasures  are  hid  in  them,  and  of  which  the  literary  world  must 
remain  ignorant,  unless  they  are  thus  introduced  to  general  notice.  How  many 
curious  and  amusing  anecdotes  may  be  told  of  precious  works  being  discovered 
under  barbarous  titles  !  Among  others,  take,  gentle  reader,  the  two  following 
ones — relating  to  books  of  a  very  different  character.  Within  a  volume,  entitled 
Seereta  Albeiii,  were  found  "  The  Fruytt  of  Redempcyon,"  printed  by  W.  Do 
Worde,  1582,  4to.;  and  a  hitherto  imperfectly  described  impression  of  Hit  Boke 
of  Fy^nge,  printed  by  W.  De.  Worde,*  in  4to.,  without  date ;  which  usually  ac- 
companies that  fascinating  work,  yoleped  Dame  Juliana  Barnes's  Boke  of 
Hawkyng,  Huwtyng,  and  Cote  Armoor,  My  friend  Mr.  J.  Haslewood  first  made 
me  acquainted  wititi  this  rare  treasure — telling  me  he  had  "  a  famous  tawny  little 
volume  "  to  shew  me  :  his  pulse,  at  the  same  time,  I  ween,  beating  one  hundred 
and  five  to  the  minute !  The  second  anecdote  more  exactly  accords  with  the 
nature  of  my  preliminary  observations.  In  one  of  the  libraries  abroad,  belonging 
to  the  Jesuits,  there  was  a  volume  entitled,  on  the  back  of  it  "  Concilium  IH- 
denH : "  the  searching  eye  and  active  hands  of  a  well-educated  Bibliomaniac 
discovered  and  opened  this  volume — when  lo  !  instead  of  the  CouncU  qf  Trent, 
appeared  the  First,  and  almost  unknown,  Edition  of  the  Decameron  qf  Boccaccio  1 
This  precious  volume  is  now  reposing  upon  the  deserted  shelves  of  the  late  Duke 
of  Roxburgh's  library ;  and,  at  the  forth-coming  sale  of  the  same,  it  will  be  most 
vigorously  contended  for  by  all  the  higher  and  more  knowing  powers  of  the 
bibliographical  world  ; 

But  when  the  gods  descending  swell'd  the  flght» 
Then  tumult  rose  ;  fierce  rage  and  pale  sfM^t 
Varied  each  fooe  :  [Pope**]  Homer's  Iliad,  b.  zx.  v.  83. 

MmABXAU.  Catalogue  de  la  Btbliotheque  de  Mirahtau  V  aini,  par  Rozet,  1792, 
8vo.  A  fine  collection  of  books ;  some  of  them  very  curious  and  uncommon. 
At  the  head  of  the  choice  things  contained  in  it  must  be  noticed  the  ''  Becueil  do 
CSalques,  ou  dessins  des  titres  et  figure  d'un  grand  nombre  des  plus  andens 
ouvrages,  grav^  en  hc^  ou  imprimis  en  caract^res  mobiles,  depuis  I'origine 
de  rimprimerie,"  &c.     These  designs  were  226  in  number ;  of  which  a  description 
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Phil.    And  do  you  imagine  that  no  one^  but  yourself^ 
has  his  pockets  **  lined  with  pistoles/'  on  these  occasions  ? 

w  girai  at  tLe  hMd  of  the  catalogae.  They  were  purchased  for  1105  livres,  and 
again  aold,  with  the  aame  doscription  prefixed,  at  the  last  Crereima  sale  of  1798 
(seep.  79,  ante).    Consult  the  Curumiit  Biblicffraphiques  of  Peignot,  p.  139. 

MraoMlltlLw    CakUogw  det  Liwa  de  Id  BiUioUUgut  de  M,  HUe  de  Mirommily 

fard€  da  tuoMX  de  FroMot,  Paris,  1781,  4to.  "It  appears,  from  the  catalogue  of 
If.  de  Costey  that  this  is  a  rare  book,  of  which  only  few  oopies  were  printed,  and 

thoae  never  add."  BMiojfr,  Curitiue,  p.  83. Mont7auoon.  Diaritm  Italicum; 

jwi  MotutmtiUoruM  Vtiarum,  ^ihliotAMontm,  Jiutoeorum  NotUioe  Singulartt  a  D. 
Bernardo  de  Mcmtfatifcm,  Pteis,  1702,  4to.  Bibliotheea  Bibliotheearum  Mantucrip- 
tmrmm  noto,  amkfre  De  Bern,  de  Mim^aupon,  Paris,  1789,  folio,  two  vols.  These 
are  the  bCbHographioal  worioB  (which  I  thought  would  be  acceptable  if  placed  in 
thia  list  of  Oataloguea)  of  the  rUustrious  Montlau^on  ;  whose  publications  place 
Inm  on  the  summit  of  antiquarian  fame.  So  much  solid  sense,  careful  enquiry, 
corioiiB  reaearch,  and  not  despicable  taste,  mark  his  yoluminous  productions !  The 
bibliographer  may  rest  assured  that  he  will  not  often  be  led  into  confusion  or 
error  in  tiie  perusal  of  the  abore  curious  and  valuable  volumes,  which  have  alwajrs 

bean  eoDsidared  precious  by  the  philologist. Mobelll  Jaoobi  MorellU  Bilh 

Hotkettr  Meffioe  diet  Jiarci  Venetiarum  Cuttoditf  Bibliotkeea  Mamucripta  Grceca  et 
Laiima.  Tom.  prim.  BasBani,  8vo.  Morelli  was  the  amiable  and  profoimdly 
laamed  Hbrarian  of  St.  Mark's  at  Venice;  and  this  catalogue  of  his  Greek  and 
IjKtin  KSS.  is  given  upon  the  authority  of  Peignot's  CuriotUU  Bibliograpkiques, 

p.  Hz. ^Museum  Bbitish.     CatcUoffut  Idbrorum  Manuecript,  BibL    CotUm,, 

QsoiL,  1096,  foL  A  CtikUogue  of  the  ManuieripU  in  tke  Cottanian  Libranf,  Lond. 
1777,  Svo.  A  CaUUoffue  qf  ike  aafM,  1802,  foL  A  Caialoffue  of  the  Harleian 
Mammacnpti,  dx.,  Lond.,  1759,  foL,  2  vols.  A  Caialoffue  qf  the  tame,  Lond.,  1808, 
loL,  8  vols.  A  CaJbOogne  qf  tke  MSS.  qf  the  Kingt  LOrary,  ke,,  1784,  4to. 
A  Ctdaioffueqftke  MSS.,  Ae.,  hitherto  wtdeeciibed,  Lond.,  1782,  4to.,  two  vols. 
Caialoffm  lAkrvr,  Impreu.,  dx.,  Lond.,  1787,  folio,  2  vols.  These  are  the  published 
oataloguea  of  the  Uteraiy  treasures,  in  manuscript  and  in  print,  which  are  con- 
tained in  the  British  Museum.  The  fini  Cottonian  catalogue  has  a  life  of  Sir 
Bobert  Cotton,  and  an  account  of  his  library  prefixed  to  it.  The  aeeand,  by 
Samuel  Hooper,  was  intended'"  to  remedy  the  many  defects"  in  the  preceding 
oatalQgue,  and  "  the  injudicious  manner"  in  which  it  was  compiled ;  but  it  is  of 
itaelf  sofBidently  confused  and  imperfect  The  third,  which  is  the  most  copious 
and  valuable,  with  an  index  (and  which  has  an  abridged  account  of  Sir  Bobert 
Gottoo,  and  of  his  Library),  was  drawn  up  by  Mr.  Planta,  the  principal  librarian 
of  the  British  Museum.  A  great  part  of  the  first  catalogue  of  the  Harleian  MSS. 
was  eompiled  by  the  celebrated  Humphrey  Wanley,  and  a  most  valuable  and 
ably  executed  publication  it  is  1  The  Second  is  executed  by  the  Bev.  B.  Nares : 
it  oontains  the  preface  of  the  first,  with  an  additional  one  by  himself,  and  aoopious 
index ;  rendering  this  the  most  complete  catalogue  of  MSS.  which  has  ever  yet 
appeared  in  our  own  oountry  ;  although  one  regrets  that  its  typographical  execu- 
tira  should  not  have  kept  pace  with  its  intrinsio  utility.  The  two  latter  catalogues 
of  MSS.  above  described  give  an  aooount  of  those  which  were  presented  by  royal 
nnmifioenoe,  and  oolleoted  chiefiy  by  Sir  Hans  Sloaue  and  Dr  Birch.  The  cata- 
kgna  of  1784  (which  ia  now  rare)  was  compiled  by  David  Casley :  that  of  1782, 
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Lis.  It  may  be  so — ^that  other  linings  are  much  warmer 
than  my  own : — ^but,  at  any  rate,  I  will  make  a  glorious 
struggle,  and  die  with  my  sword  in  my  hand. 

by  Samuel  ABOough.  Of  the  catalogue  of  PtifUed  Booh,  it  would  be  unfair  to 
dwell  upon  its  imperfections,  since  a  new,  and  greatly  enlarged  and  improTed, 
impression  of  it  is  about  going  to  press,  under  the  editorial  care  and  inspection  of 
Messrs.  H.  EUis  and  Baber,  the  gentlemen  to  whom  the  printed  books  are  at 
present  intrusted.  Mr.  Douce,  who  has  succeeded  Mr.  Nares  as  head  librarian  of 
the  MSS.,  is  busily  employed  in  examining  the  multifarious  oolletftion  of  tbe 
Lansdovme  MSS.  (recently  purchased  by  the  Trustees  of  the  Museum),  and  we 
may  hope  that  the  day  is  not  very  far  distant  when  the  public  are  to  be  oongra- 

tulated  on  his  minute  and  masterly  analysis  of  these  treasures. ^Pabis.    Cote- 

loffue  de  la  Bibliothique  de  M.Paris  de  MeyzUux,  Paris,  1779,  8to.     BtbUdkeea 
eiegantissima  Paridna,  par  M,  Lourent,  1790,  8yo.    The  »ame  :  Iiond.,  1791,  Sro. 
Sinoe  the  days  of  Gaignat  and  the  Duke  de  la  Valliere,  the  longing  eyes  of  bib- 
liographers were  neyer  blessed  with  a  sight  of  more  splendid  and  choioe  books 
than  were  those  in  the  possession  of  M.  Paris  db  Metzieuz.    The  Spira  Virgil 
of  1470,  X7P0N  TELLUV,  will  alono  confer  celebrity  upon  the  Jirst  catalogue -bat 
what  shall  we  say  to  the  second  t  It  consists  of  only  635  articles,  and  yet,  as  ia 
well  observed  in  the  preface,  it  was  never  equalled  for  the  like  number.    Happy 
is  that  noviciate  in  bibliography  who  can  foi^get  the  tedium  of  a  rainy  day  in 
sitting  by  the  side  of  a  log-wood  fire,  and  in  regaling  his  luxurious  fancy,  by  pe- 
rusing the  account  of  ''fine,  ma^ificont, matchless,  large  paper,"  and  "vellum'* 
copies  which  are  thickly  studded  from  one  end  of  this  volume  to   the  other. 
Happier  far  the  veteran,  who  can  remember  how  he  braved  the  perils  of  the  tale, 
in  encountering  the  noble  and  heavy  metalled  competitors  who  flocked,  from  all 
parts  of  the  realm,  to  partake  of  these  Parisian  spoils  1    Such  a  one  casts  an  eye 
upon  his  well-loaded  shelves,  and  while  ho  sees  here  and  there  a  yellow  morocoo 
Aldus,  or  a  Russian  leather  Froben,  I^e  remembers  how  bravely  he  fought  for 
each,  and  with  what  success  his  exertions  were  crowned  !    For  my  own   part, 
gentle  reader,  I  frankly  assure  thee  that- after  having  seen  the  "Heubxs  dx 
Notre  Dame,"  written  by  the  famous  Jarry,  abd  decorated  with  seven  small 
exquisite  paintings  of  the  Virgfin  and  Christ— and  the  Aldine  Petrarch  and  Virgil 
of  1501,    all  of  them   executed  upon  snow-white  vellum — after  having  seen 
only  these  books  out  of  the  Paris  collection,  1  hope  to  descend  to  my  obscure 
grave  in  perfect  peace  and  satisfaction  !  The  reader  may  smile ;  but  let  him  turn 
to  n<».  14,  201,  828,  of  the  Bibl.  Paris :  n®.  318  of  the  Cat.  de  la  Valliere  ;  and 
Curiositis  BibHographiqtues,  p.  67.    This  strain  of  "  ^tourderie  bibliognphique;" 
ought  not  to  make  me  forget  to  observe  that  we  are  indebted  to  the  enterprising 
spirit  and  correct  taste  of  Mr.  Edwards  for  these,  as  well  as  for  many  other, 
beautiful  books  imported  from  tbe  Continent.    Nor  is  it  yet  foi^itten  that  some 
thorough-bred  bibliomaniacs,  in  their  way  to  the  sale,  used  to  call  for  a  glass  of 
ice,  to  allay  the  contagious  inflammation  which  might  rage  in  the  auction-room. 
And  now  take  we  leave  of  Monsieur  Paris  de  Meyzieux.    Peace  to  tbe  ashes  of  to 

renowned  a  book-chevalier. Petau  et  Mansabt.  Bibliotk^ca  Potavina  et  Man- 

sartiana  ;  on  Catalogue  des  Bihliothiqrus  de  Messrs.  Alexander  Petau,  et  PrtMfois 
Mansart ;  auxquelles  on  a  ajouti  le  Cabinet  des  MSS.  de  Jtutus  Lipsius.  Haye, 
1722,  8vo.    A  catalogue  not  very  common,  and  well  worth  the  bibliographer's 
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Phil.  This  is  Book-Madness  with  a  vengeance  !  How- 
ever, we  shall  see  the  issue.  When  and  how  do  you 
propose  going  ? 

oooaultatioD. ^Pivelll      Bibliotkeca  Maphcn  Pindli  Ven£ti,  Su.      A  Jaoobo 

MortUio,  Venetiit,  1787,  6  toIb.,  8vo.  Bibliotkeca  Pinelliana :  a  catalogue  qf 
tke  moffnifioml  and  ceUbraled  library  qf  hiaffosi  Pinelli,  late  qf  Venice,  Ac., 
LoDdon,  1789,  8yo.  There  can  be  no  qnestion  about  the  priority,  in  pomt  both 
of  typogrmphiaal  beauty  and  intrinsic  excellence,  of  these  catalogues ;  the  latter 
being  only  a  oonunon  sale  one,  with  the  abridgment  of  the  learned  preface  of 
Moralli,  and  of  his  bibliographical  notices.  This  immense  collection  (of  the 
ancieot  ownen  of  which  we  have  a  short  sketch  in  Morhof,  yoL  i.,  pp.  28, 202) 
was  purchased  by  Messrs.  Edwards  and  Robson :  the  Greek  and  Latin  books 
were  sold  for  6786t,  the  Italian,  for  2570^~which  barely  repaid  the  expenses  of 
pordisse,  including  duties,  carriage,  and  sale.  Although,  as  Dr.  Harwood  has 
obaerved,  ''there  being  no  dust  in  Venice,  this  most  magnificent  library  has  in 
general  lain  reposited  for  some  centuries,  in  excellent  preservation," — yet  .the 
copiea  were  not,  upon  the  whole,  in  the  choicest  condition.  There  are  copies  of 
the  oatalogne  of  1789  upon  larob  paper.  The  catalogue  of  1787  (with  an  elegant 
fKirtimil  of  Pinelli  prefixed)  has,  at  first  sight,  the  aspect  of  a  work  printed  in 

■naU  quarto. Pompadoub.     CcUaloffue  de»  Livru  de  la  BibliothSgue  de  feme 

Madame  La  Marquim  de  Pompadour,  Dame  du  Palait  de  la  Heine,  Paris,  1765, 
Svo.  Hie  name  of  Madame  de  Pompadour  will  be  always  respected  by  bibliogra- 
phers^ cm  account  of  the  taste  and  judgment  which  are  displayed  in  this  elegant 
eoDeotion.  The  old  popular  romances  form  the  leading  feature  ;  but  there  is  an 
amfde  qirinkling  of  the  belles-lettres  and  poetry.  An  animated  eulogium  is 
ptoDOunoed  upon  Mad.  de  Pompadour  by  Jard^,  in  his  "  Precis  sur  les  Biblio- 
th^aes ;"  prefixed  to  the  last  edition  of  Foumier's  Dictionnaire  PoiiaHf,  de  Bib- 

liograplae^  p.  v^. Pbetond.     Catalogue  da  Livret  du  Cabinet  de  M,  D,  P, 

{Otrardci  de  Pr^fimd)  Par  Guillaume  F.  De  Bure,  Paris,  1757,  8vo.  An  ex- 
oeDent  ooQection ;  not  wanting  in  rare  and  magnificent  productions.  The 
owner  of  it  was  distinguiBhed  for  many  solid,  as  well  as  splendid,  qualifications. 
Only  six  copies  of  it  were  printed  upon  labob  pafkb.    Sec  Cat,  de  Oaignat, 

voL  iL,  n^.  8467. Rakdon  de  Boibset.     Catalogue  det  livret  du  cabinet  de/eu 

M.  Jlandon  du  BoisteL  Par  OuU,  de  Bure,  Jilt  atra,  Paris,  1777,  12mo.  Although 
the  generality  of  catalogue  collectors  will  be  satisfiod  with  the  usual  copy  of  this 
weD-digested  volume,  yet  I  apprehend  the  curious  will  not  put  up  with  any 
thiDg  short  of  a  copy  of  it  upon  strong  writino  pater.    Such  a  one  was  in  the 

Gouttard  collection.      See  Cat,  de  Oouttard,  no.   1546. Redcannus.     J,  F, 

ReiwuLnni  Catalogut  Bibliothecoe  Theological  Systematieo-Criticut.  Hildes.  1731, 
8vo.,  two  vols.  Ejutdem  accettionet  ttberioret  ad  Caialogvm  SyHtmatico-Criticum, 
ediUt  a  Jo,  W,  Reimannut,  Brunsv.,  1747,  8vo.  1  have  before  given  the  character 
of  *>»"  work  in  the  introductory  part  of  my  "  Knowledge  of  the  Greek  and  Latin 

Classics. "    Every  thing  commendatory  of  it  may  be  here  repeated. Renatl 

BtbOotAeoce  Jotephi  Renati  Imperialit,  dx.,  Cardinalit  Catalogut,  &c.  Romee, 
1711,  f^^  '^^^  excellent  catalogue,  which  cost  the  compiler  of  it,  Fontanini,  nine 
j^tn  of  hard  labour,  is  a  most  useful  and  valuable  one ;  serving  as  a  model  for 
catalogues  of  largo  libraries.  See  the  more  minute  criticism  upon  it  in  Cai.  de 
Santamder,  d^.  6315.     My  copy,  which  wants  the  title-page,  but  luckily  contains 
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Lis.    a  chaise  shall  be  at  this  door  by  nine  in    die 
morning.    Who  will  accompany  me  ? 

the  Latin  preface,  waa  formerly  Raddiman's.  The  Tolome  has  788  pages  :  tUt 
is  notioed  because  all  the  appendixes  and  addenda  are  comprehended  in  the 

same. Reviokzkt.      Biblioiheea  Orcemi  d  Laiina,  eompUUeiu  aimeloret  fen 

omnu  Oraeia  et  Latii  veterit,  dkc,,  cum  deUetu  editioMiM  tarn  fnimariarmm^  Jbc, 
qttam  etiam  opHmamm,  q^lendidisrimarum,  dfc,  quat  und  meopa/rawu  PnoiBOQI 
DturoFEiLm  (the  feigned  name  for  Rbviokzkt,  Berolini,  1784:  17M»  Sm. 
It  was  the  delight  of  Coont  Reviokzky,  the  original  owner  of  this  ooDeolioo«  to 
devote  his  time  and  attention  to  the  acquisition  of  scarce,  beantfliil^  and  TahnMe 
books  ;  and  he  obtained  such  fame  in  this  department  of  literators  as  to  ems 
him  to  be  rsnked  with  the  Valliores,  PinelUs,  and  Lom^nies  of  the  day.  He 
compiled*  and  privately  disposed  of,  the  catalogue  of  his  oollection«  which  bean 
the  above  title ;  and  to  some  few  ^of  which  are  prefixed  a  letter  to  K.  L'  A.  D. 
[enini]  (Member  of  the  French  Academy)  and  a  prefooe.  Three  Sk^UwwUt  to 
this  catalogue  were  also,  from  time  to  time,  circulated  by  him ;  so  tiiai  the 
purchaser  must  look  sharply  after  these  acquisitions  to  his  copy — as  soma  one  or 
the  other  of  them  are  generally  missing.  Peignot  supposes  there  are  on^  tm 
supplements.  BibL  Curieiue,  p.  58.  When  Count  Bevxcksky  came  ant  to 
England,  he  made  an  ofifer  to  Earl  Spencer  to  dispose  of  the  wliole  ooQeetioD  to 
his  lordship,  for  a  certain  "round  sum**  to  be  paid  immediately  into  his  haadi^  and 
to  receive,  in  addition,  a  yearly  sum  by  way  of  annuity.  So  speaka  fune. 
Shortly  after  this  contract  was  closed,  the  Count  died ;  and  Earl  Speneer,  in 
consequence,  for  a  comparatively  small  sum  (the  result  of  an  immediato  and 
generous  compliance  with  the  Count's  wishes  I),  came  into  the  pdiiiesuton  of  a 
library  which,  united  with  his  previous  magnificent  collection,  and  the  saoosM- 
ful  srdour  with  which  he  has  since  continued  the  pursuit,  places  him  quito  at  the 
head  of  all  the  collectors  in  Europe— for  early,  rare,  precious,  and  beantiftily 
books.  Long  may  he  possess  such  treasures  1— and  fleeing  from  the  torbnlenoe 
of  politics,  and  secluded  as  he  is,  both  in  the  (metropolis  and  at  Althoip,  from 
the  stunning  noise  of  a  city,  may  he  always  exclaim,  with  Horace,  as  the  Count 
did  before  him — 

Bit  mlhi,  quod  nunc  est,  etlam  minus ;  ut  mlht  vlvam 
Quod  superest  «vl,  si  quid  supereaie  volant  DL 
Sit  bona  librorom  et  provlMB  fimgis  in  annom 
Copia,  ne  floitem  dabin  ipe  pendaliu  honn. 

EpisL  LUt.  I  :  Epitt,  xvlil.  v.,  107. 

Sfr  M.  M.  Sykes,  Bart.,  has  a  copy  of  the  edition  of  1784  [which  is  in  every 
respect  the  better  one],  printed  upon  fins  vellum  .fapeb.  A  similar  copy  of 
the  edition  of  1794  is  notioed  in  the  Cot  (20  CaUlard,  (1808)  n«.  2579L  At  tha 
sale  of  M.  Moon's  books,  in  1804,  a  copy  of  the  first  edition,  chaiged  with  IISL 

notes  of  the  celebrated  Mercier  St.  Leger,  was  sold  for  80  livres. RiYB.    Cbla- 

lojfUit  de  la  BibluMque  d$  VAhU  Rtve,  par  Artha/i-d,  Marseille,  1798,  8to.  A 
catalogue  of  the  books  of  so  sharp-sighted  a  bibliographer  as  was  the  Abbtf  Bivo 

cannot  fail  to  be  interesting  to  the  collector. DU  Roi  [Louis  XV.]    CaitUojpu 

Codiewm  lianuteriptorum  Bibliotheca  Regia  {ttudio  et  lahore  AnieetH  Meltot), 
Paris,  e  Typog,  Reg.,  1789,  folio,  four  vols. DU  BOL   Det  Livres  iw^fnimis  de 
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Lysand.    Our     friend    and     Philemon    will  prevent 

your  becoming   absolutely  ravings    by   joining  you.    I 
shall  be  curious  to  know  the  result. 


la  Tiiinu  BtbliothSqwe  RojfoU.  {Diipoti  f)ar  Mitm,  la  AhbU  SaUier  d  Btm- 
dotf  dx.)  Pans,  De  L*2nyprm.  Royale,  1789-58,  folio,  six  yols.  The  most 
beautiful  and  oarefolly  executed  catalogue  in  the  world  :  reflectiDg  a  truly  BoUd 
lustre  upon  the  literary  reputation  of  France  1  The  first  four  volumes,  written  in 
Latin,  comprehend  an  account  of  MBS. :  the  six  last,  written  in  French,  of 
printed  works  in  Thboloot,  Jubisfbudinob,  and  Bblles-Lbttres  ;  the 
departments  of  Hibtobt  and  the  Abtb  Ain)  Sojjsnubb  still  remaining  to  be  ex- 
ecuted. De  Bure  told  us,  half  a  century  ago,  that  the  *'  Gtons  de  Lettres"  were 
working  hard  at  the  completion  of  it ;  but  the  then  complaints  of  bibliographers 
at  its  imperfect  state  are  even  yet  continued  in  Foumier's  last  edition  of  his 
Didumnain  Portat\fde  BihUograpkU,  p.  468.  So  easy  it  is  to  talk ;  so  difficult 
to  execute  I  I  belieye,  however,  that  M.  Vaii-Praet,  one  of  the  principal  libra- 
rians, is  now  putting  all  engines  to  work  to  do  away  the  further  disgraoe  of  such 
unaccountably  protracted  negligence.  My  copy  of  this  magnificent  set  of  books 
is  bound  in  red  Morocco,  gilt  leaves,  and  was  a  presentation  one  from  the  King 
"  au  Comte  de  Neny,  'comme  une  marque  de  son  estime,  1770."  I  should  add 
that  the  first  volume  of  "  Theology**  contains  a  history  of  the  rise  and  progress  of 

the  royal  library,  which  was  reprinted  in  Svo.,  1782. Dn  Boi.   NUiou  d  Rx- 

trait*  da  ManuscrUt  de  la  Bibltothtque  du  Hoi,  Paris.  Ds  Vlmprim.  Roy.  1787, 
4to.,  seven  vols.  It  will  be  obvious  to  the  candid  reader  that  this  work  could  not  be 
better  introduced  than  in  the  present  place  ;  and  a  most  interesting  and  valuable 
one  it  is  !  My  copy  of  it,  which  is  only  in  six  volumes  [but  a  seventh  is  men- 
tioned in  CojL  de  BouUmrlin,  n^.  8845,  and  in  Caillot's  Itoman  BSUiograplUqwe^ 
p.  195],  was  purchased  by  me  of  Mr.  Evans  of  Pall-Mall,  who  had  shewn  it  to 
several  lovers  of  bibliography,  but  none  of  whom  had  courage  or  curiosity 
enough  to  become  master  of  the  volumes.  How  I  have  profited  by  them,  the 
Supplement  to  my  first  volume  of  the  "Tsrpographical  Antiquities  of  Great 
Britain,"  may  in  part  shew.  The  public  shall  be  made  acquainted  with  still 
more  curious  excerpts.  In  my  humble  judgment  the  present  work  is  a  model  of 
extraction  of  the  marrow  of  old  MSS.    It  may  be  worth  adding,  the  plates  in  the 

sixth  volume  are  singular,  curious  and  beautiful. Dn   ROL     Aeoounis  and 

£xira>ets  qf  the  Manuscripts  in  the  Library  of  the  King  oj  France.  Translated  from 
the  French,  London,  1789,  8vo.,  two  vols.  "  The  French  Monarch  [Louis  XVI.|,  in 
the  publication  now  before  us,  has  set  an  example  to  all  Europe,  well  worthy  to  De 
followed" — says  the  opening  of  the  translator's  preface.  The  present  volumes 
contain  a  translation  of  only  twenty-two  articles  from  the  preceding  work ;  and 
very  strongly  may  they  be  recommended  to  the  curious  philologist,  as  well  as  to 

the  thorough-bred  bibliomaniac. B5VEB.    Bibliotheea  RSveriana,  sive  Cate^ 

logus  Librorum  qui  studiis  inservierunt  Matthiai  lUfveri,  Lug.  Bat.  1806,  8vo., 
two  parts.  From  the  elegant  and  pleasing  Latin  preface  to  this  most  carefully 
compiled  catalogue,  we  leam  that  the  owner  of  the  books  lived  to  his  82d  year— 
and  [what  must  be  a  peculiar  gratification  to  Bibliomaniacs]  that  he  beat  Pom- 
ponius  Atticus  in  the  length  of  time  during  which  he  never  had  occasion  to 
take  physic ;  namely,  50  years  1  River's  life  seemed  to  glide  away  in  rational 
tranquillity,  and  in  total  seclusion  from  the  world ;  except  that  he  professed  and 
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Lis.  Never  fear.  BibUomama  is,  of  all  species  of 
insanity,  the  most  rational  and  praise-worthy.  I  here 
solemnly  renounce  my  former    opinions,    and  wish  my 


always  shewed  the  greatest  kindness  to  his  numerous^  and  many  of  them  help- 
less, relatives— "  viz  in  publicum  prodiit,  nisi  oultus  Divini  extend  ant  propiii- 
quorum  oaussA,"  p.  zv.  His  piety  was  imshaken.  Like  the  yenerable  Jaoob 
Bryant,  his  death  was  hastened  in  consequence  of  a  contusion  in  his  le^  from  a 

fall  in  endeayourin^    to  reach    a   book. Rothklin.      CaJUdi^ut   des  /tirei 

de  /ne  jSTL.  AIM  D' Orleans  de  Roihdin.  Par  O,  Martin,  Paris,  174^,  8fO. 
This  catalogue  of  the  library  of  -the  amiable  and  learned  AbM  BoUmKo, 
"  known  (says  Camus)  for  his  fine  taste  for  beautiful  books,"  is  Jadidoiialy 
drawn  up  by  Martin,  who  was  the  De  Bure  of  his  day.  A  portrait  of.  its 
owner  faces  the  title-page.  It  was  the  Abb^  Bothelin  who  presented  De  Bom 
with  the  celebrated  '  Ouirlande  de  Julie* — a  work  which  afterwards  oamo  into 
the  Valliere  collection,  and  was  sold  for  14,510  livres, — "the  highest  priee 
(says  Peignot)   ever  given  for  a  modem  book.'*    Consult  his  CuriodUs  Btb- 

liographiqueSf  pp.  62,  67 ;  and  Bill,    Cwicuse,  p.  61. Sabraz.    BiUicflktM 

Sarrasiana.  Hag.  Com.,  1715,  8vo.  This  catalogue,  which  is  frequently  refened 
to  by  bibliographers,  should  not  escape  the  collector  when  he  can  obtain  it 
for  a  few  shillings.  A  tolerably  good  preface  or  diatribe  is  prefixed,  upon 
the  causes  of  the  rarity  of  Books,  but  the  volume  itself  is  not  deserving  of  all 
the  fine  things  in  commendation  of  it  which  are  said  in  the  BibL  JUisnan,  pi.  fi.^ 

p.    671,    &c. Sabtori.     Caialoffus  BihliographlcujS   Librorwn   Latinwrum    si 

Oermanicoruni  in  Bibliotheca  CcBSar,  reg.  H  eqwstris  Academice  TkeresiatUM  extoMr 
tium,  cum  a(xessionihus  originum  typographicarum  Vvidobonendum,  et  dmtAms 
supplementis  necnon  indice  triplici,  syxUmatico,  hibliographico,  ei  ifpograpHdeo  ^ 
auctore  Jos^ho  de  SartorL  Vindobonse,  1801-3,  4to.  Vol.  i,  ii.,  iiL  Of  this  way 
curious  and  greatly-to-be-desired  catalogue,  which  is  to  ^  completed  in  eight 
volumes,  it  is  said  that  only  ONE  HUNDRED  copies  are  struck  off.    Peignot  has  a 

long  and  interesting  notice  of  it  in  his  Bibliographie  Curieuse,  p.  64. S(SAI«- 

BRUCK.  Bibliotheca  Schalbruchiana ;  sive  Caialngus  exquisitissimorum  rarissimo' 
rumqite  librorwn,  quos  collegii  JoJu  Theod,  Schalbruclu  Amst,  1/23,  8vo.  A  very 
fine  collection  of  rare  and  curious  books.    From  a  priced  copy  of  the  catalogue, 

accidentally  seen,  I  find  that  some  of  thorn  produced  rather  large  sums. 

Schwartz.  Catalogus  Lihrorum  coniinens  codd.  MSS.  ei  lihrm  saado  xv.  mh- 
pressos,  qvos  possedit  et  notis  recensxdt  A,  O.  Schtoarziuf,  Altorf.  1769,  8vo.  The 
name  of  Schwartz  is  so  respectable  in  the  annals  of  bibliography  that  one  cannot 
help  giving  the  present  catalogue  a  place  in  one's  collection.  According  to  Bibi* 
Solger,  vol.  iii.,  no.  1459,  a  first  part  (there  said  to  be  printed  upon  large  paper) 
was  published  in  1753.     Schwartz's  treatise,  "  De  Orig.  Typog.  Document.  Primar.*' 

Altorf,  1740,  4to.,  should  have  been  noticed  at  p.  41,  ante. Scriverius.    Bib- 

liotheece  Scriveriancs  Catalogiu,  Amst.,  1668,  4to. — "  exquisitissimus  est :  constat 
enim  selectissimus  omnium  facultatum  et  artium  autoribus.*'    This  is  the  strong 

recommendatory  language  of  Morhof :  Polykist.  Literar.,  vol.  i.,  212. Serna 

Santandsr.  Catalogue  des  livres  de  la  Bibliothique  de  M.  C.  De  La  Sema  San- 
lander  ;  redigS  et  mis  en  ordre  par  lui  mime  ;  avec  des  notes  bibliographiqves  H 
liiiiraires,  &c.  BnixeUos,  1803,  8vo.,  five  volumes.  Au  extensive  collection  of  inte- 
resting worktf ;  with  a  sufficiently  copious  index  at  the  end  of  the  fourth  volume. 
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errors  to  be  forgotten.  I  here  crave  pardon  of  the  dis- 
turbed manes  of  the  Martins,  De  Bures,  and  Patersons, 
for  that  flagitious  act  of  Catalogue-Burning;  and  fondly 


The  fifth  volume  contains  a  curioua  disquisition  upon  the  antiquity  of  signatures, 
catchwords,  and  numerals ;  and  is  enriched  with  a  number  of  plates  of  water- 
marks of  the  paper  in  ancient  books.  This  catalogue,  which  is  rarely  seen  in  our 
own  country,  is  well  worth  a  place  in  any  library.  It  is  a  pity  the  typographical 
execution  of  it  is  so  very  indifferent.    For  the  credit  of  a  bibliographical  taste,  I 

hope  there  were  a  few  copies  struck  off  upon  larqe  pafeb. SiON  Collbob. 

CatcUogui  untverfalts  librorum  omnium  in  Bibliotheca  CoUegii  Sionii  apud  Lcndi- 
nentu  ;  Iiondini,  1650,  4to.  Ejvbtdem  Collegii  librorum  Cataloffus,  &c.,  Cura  Read' 
ing,  Loud.,  1724,  fol.  As  the  first  of  these  catalogues  (of  a  collection  which 
;)  contains  some  yery  ctirious  and  generally  unknown  volumes)  was  published 
before  the  great  fire  of  London  happened,  there  will  be  found  some  books  in  it 
which  were  afterwards  consumed,  and  therefore  not  described  in  the  subsequent 
impression  of  1724.  This  latter,  which  Tom  Osborne,  the  bookseller,  would  have 
called  a  *'  pompous  volume,"  is  absolutely  requisite  to  the  bibliographer :  but 
both  impressions  shoiild  be  procured,  if  possible.    The  folio  edition  is  common 

and  cheap. Smith  [Consul].    Bihliotheca  Smithiana,  seu  Catalbgut  Librorum 

D,  J.  SmUhii  Angli,  per  cognomina  Autiwrum  dispotitus,  Venetiis,  1755,  4to.  A 
CaicUogue  qfthe  curious,  tUgant,  and  very  valuable  library  of  Joseph  &niihf  Esq., 
His  Britannic  Majtstift  Consul  at  Venice^  lately  deceoMd,  1773,  8vo.  These  aro 
the  catalogues  of  the  collections  of  books  occasionally  formed « at  Venice,  by 
Mr.  Joseph  Smith,  during  his  consulship  there.  The  quarto  impression  contains, 
a  description  of  the  books  which  were  purchased  **  en  masse "  by  his  present 
majesty.  It  is  singularly  well  executed  by  Paschali,  comprehending,  by  way  of 
an  appendix,  the  prefaces  to  those  volumes  in  the  collection  which  were  printed 
in  the  fifteenth  century.  I  possess  a  brochture  of  71  pages,  containing  a  catalogue 
of  books  printed  in  the  fifteenth  century,  which  has  Consul  Smith's  arms  at  the 
beginning,  and,  at  the  end,  this  subscription,  "  Pretiosissima  haec  librorum  col- 
lectio,  cujusvis  magni  principis  Bibliotheca  dignissima,  constat  voluminibus 
ccxlviiL"  The  title-page  has  no  date.  I  suspect  it  to  be  the  same  catalogue  of 
books  which  is  noticed  at  p.  77,  ante,  and  which  probably  the  Consul  bought : 
forming  the  greater  part  of  his  own  library  of  early  printed  books.  See  too  the 
Bibliogr.  Miscellany,  vol.  ii,  72.  The  collection  of  1773  was  sold  by  auction,  for 
Mr.  Robson,  by  Messrs.  Baker  and  Leigh — and  a  fine  one  it  was.  Among  tiiese 
books,  the  Spira  Virgil  of  1470,  printed  upon  vellum,  was  purchased  for  only 
twetUy-Jive  guineas  I 

Exddat  ills  dies  tevo— ne  posters  credant 
S«Bcala~l 

SOLOBR.    BiUiotJveca  sive   Supellex  Librorum  Impressorum,   dx.,  et  Codieum 

Manuscriptorum,  guas  perplurimos  annos  collegit,  Ac.,  A  damns  Rudolphus  Solgtr. 
Norimb,,  1760,  8vo.,  three  parts  or  vols.  I  shoiild  almost  call  this  publication 
"facile  princeps  Catalogorum"--in  its  way.  The  bibliographical  notices  are 
frequent  and  full ;  and  saving  that  the  words  "rarus,  rarior,  et  rarissimus,"  are 
sometimes  too  profusely  bestowed,  nothing  seems  to  be  wanting  to  render  this  a 
very  first  rate  acquisition  to  the  collector's  library.    I  am  indebted  to  the  biblio- 
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hope  that  the  unsuspecting  age  of  boyhood  will  atone 
for  so  rash  a  deed.  Do  you  frankly  foi^ve — and  will 
you  henceforth  consider  me  as  a  worth  ^*Aqrirant"  in 
the  noble  cause  of  bibliography  ? 

mftnioil  spirit  of  honert  Mr.  Manson,  of  Oenurd-stieet,  the  bookseller,  for  thlB 

really  useful  publication. Soubibb.    CcUalogue  de»  livret  imprimis  et  manu- 

teritt,  isc,,  de  fen  Mon»eigneivr  Le  Prince  de  Soubise  {par  feu  Lt  Clerc),  Paris, 
1788^  8to.  a  short  history  of  this  collection  will  be  the  best  inducement  to 
pnrdiase  the  present  catalogue,  wheneyer  it  cornea  in  the  way  of  the  collector. 
The  foundation  of  this  splendid  library  was  that  of  the  famous  Be  Thou's  [vide 
Art.  Thuanus,  post],  which  was  purchased  by  the  Cardinal  de  Rohan,  who 
added  it  to  his  own  grand  collection — *'  the  fruit  of  a  fine  taste  and  a  fine  for- 
tune." It  continued  to  be  augmented  and  enriched  'till,  and  after,  it  came  into 
the  possession  of  the  PsorOB  db  Soubisb — ^the  last  nobleman  of  his  name — who 
djdng  in  January,  1789,  the  entire  collection  was  dispersed  by  public  auction : 
after  it  had  been  offered  for  the  purchase  of  one  or  two  eminent  London  book- 
seUers,  who  have  repented,  and  wiU  repent  to  their  dying  day,  their  declining 
the  offer.  This  catalogue  is  most  unostentatiously  executed  upon  yery  indifferent 
paper ;  and,  while  an  excellent  index  enables  us  to  discoyer  any  work  of  which 
we  may  be  in  want,  the  beautiful  copies  from  this  collection  which  are  in  the 
Cracherode  library  in  the  British  Mu^um,  giye  unquestionable  proof  of  the 
splendour  of  the  books.    For  the  credit  of  French  bibliography,  I  hope  there  are 

some  few  copies  upon  labob  fafbb. Tbllieb.    Bibliotheea  Tellereana,  give 

Caialoffut  lAkfrwvjm  BihliotheecB  Caroli  MawrUii  Le  Tellier,  Artkiepiacopi  Ducit 
RemeHsis.  Parisiii,  e  Typographia  Regia,  1693,  foL  A  finely  engrayed  portrait  of 
Tellier  faces  the  title-page.    This  is  a  handsome  yolume,  containing  a  numerous 

and   well-chosen   collection   of    books. ^Thuanus.     [de    Thou]   Bihlvotheoce 

Tkuana  CcUalogta,  Parisiis,  1679,  8yo.  '*  Three  particular  reasons,  **  says  Baillet, 
"should  induce  us  to  get  possession  of  this  catalogue ;  first,  the  immortal  glory 
acquired  by  De  Thou  in  writing  his  history,  and  in  forming  the  most  perfect  and 
select  library  of  his  age  :  and  secondly,  the  abundance  and  excellence  of  the  books 
herein  specified ;  and,  thirdly,  the  great  credit  of  the  bibliographers  Du  Puys  and 
Quesnel,  by  whom  the  catalogue  was  compiled."  Jugemint  des  Savans,  yoL  ii.,  p. 
144,  &c  Morhof  is  equally  layish  in  commendation  of  this  collection.  See  his 
Polyhigt,  JAterar,,  vol.  i.,  86,  211.  The  Books  of  De  Thou,  whoee  fame  will  liye 
as  long  as  a  book  shall  be  read,  were  generally  in  beautiful  condition, 
with  his  arms  stamped  upon  the  exterior  of  the  binding,  which  was  usually  of 
Morocco ;  and,  from  some  bibliographical  work  (I  think  it  is  Santander's  cata- 
logue), I  learn  that  this  binding  cost  the  worthy  president  not  less  than  20,000 
crowns.  De  Thou's  copy  of  the  editio  prinoeps  of  Homer  is  now  in  the  British 
Museum  ;  haying  been  presented  to  this  national  institution  by  the  Bey.  Dr.  Cyril 
Jackson,  who  has  lately  resigned  the  deanery  of  Christ  Church  College,  Oxford, 
— "  and  who  is  now  wisely  gone  to  enjoy  the  eyening  of  life  in  repose,  sweetened 
by  the  remembrance  of  haying  spent  the  day  in  useful  and  strenuous  exertion.'' 
For  an  account  of  the  posterior  fate  of  De  Thou's  library,  consult  the  article 
"  Soubisb,"  ante.    I  should  add  that,  according  to  the  BibL  Solgeriana,  vol.  iii.,  p. 

248,    n®.    1481,  there   are  copies  of  this  catalogue  upon   labgb  fafbb. 

Uffxnvaoh.    Caialogua  univertalis  Bibliotheeos  Uffmbac/unoB  librorum  Um  typit 
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Lysand.  Most  cordially  do  I  forgive  you  ;  and  freely 
admit  you  into  the  fraternity  of  Bibliomaniacs.  Phile- 
mon,  I  trusty  will  be  equally  merciful. 

qitam  matiu  exara/torum.  Franeof.  ad  Mart,  1729,  Svo.,  4  vols.  This  catalogue 
is  no  mean  acquisition  to  the  bibliographer's  library.     It  rarely  occurs  in  a  perfect 

and  clean  condition. Vallierb  (dug  de  la).     Calalogm  des  Livres  provtnans 

de  la  BibluMque  de  M.  L,  D.  D.  L.  F.,  (M.  le  Due  de  la  Valliere)  dispoai  tt 
mis  en,  ordre  par  Quill.  Franc.  De  Bare  le  Jeiine.  Paris,  17(57,  8vo.,  2  vols. — Des 
Livres  de  la  mime  BiblioihSque.  Paris,  1772,  8vo. — Des  Livres  et  Manv^crits  de 
la  mime  BihliotMque,  Paris,  1783,  8vo.,  3  vols. — Des  Livres  de  la  mime  BibliotMque, 
Paris,  1783,  6  vols.  8vo.  These  twelve  volumes  of  catalogues  of  this  nobleman's 
library  impress  us  with  a  grand  notion  of  its  extent  and  value — perhaps  never 
exceeded  by  that  of  any  private  collection  !  It  would  seem  that  the  Duke  do  la 
Valliere  had  two  sales  of  part  of  his  books  (of  which  the  two  first  catalogues  are 
notifications)  during  his  life-time :  the  two  latter  catalogues  of  sales  having  been 
put  forth  after  his  decease.  Of  these  latter  (for  the  former  contain  nothing  re- 
markable in  them,  except  that  there  are  copies  of  the  first  on  large  paper,  in 
4to.),  the  impression  of  1783,  which  was  compiled  by  Van  Praot  and  De  Bure,  is 
the  most  distinguished  for  its  notices  of  MSS.  and  early  printed  books :  and  in 
these  departments  it  is  truly  precious,  being  enriched  with  some  of  the  choicest 
books  in  the  Oaignat  Collection.  Those  printed  upon  vellum  alone  would  form 
a  littie  library  !  Of  the  impression  of  1783,  which  has  a  portrait  of  the  owner 
prefixed,  there  were  fifty  copies  printed  upon  large  paper,  in  4to.,  to  harmonize 
with  the  Bibliographie  Instructive,  and  Oaignat*s  Catalogtu.  See  Bibliographical 
Miseell.,  vol.  ii.,  66.  Twelve  copies  were  also  printed  in  royal  8vo.,  upon  fine 
stout  VELLUM  paper  ;  of  which  the  Rt.  Hon.  T.  Grenville  has  a  beautiful  uncut 
copy  in  six  volumes.  See  also  Cat.  de  LonJnie  [1797],  no.  2666.  The  last 
publication  of  1788  was  put  forth  by  Nyon  Taln^ ;  and  although  the  biblio- 
graphical observations  are  but  few  in  comparison  with  those  in  the  preceding 
catalogue,  and  no  index  is  subjoined,  yet  it  is  most  carefully  executed;  and 
presents  us  with  such  a  copious  collection  of  French  topography,  and  old  French 
and  Italian  poetry  and  romances,  as  never  has  been,  and  perhaps  never  will  be, 
equalled.  It  contains  26,537  articles.  The  Count  D'Artois  purchased  this 
collection  "  en  masse ;"  and  it  is  now  deposited  in  the  "  biblioth^que  de 
FAjsenal."  See  Dtctionn.  Bibliographique,  vol.  iv.,  p.  133.  It  was  once  ofiferod 
for  purchase  to  a  gentleman  of  this  country — highly  distinguished  for  his  love  of 
VirttH.    Mr.  Grenville  has  also  a  similar  large  paper  copy  of  this  latter  edition,  of 

the  date  of  1784. Vienna.      Codices  Manuacripti  Thtologici.    Bibl.  PalcU. 

Vindob.  LaJtini  aliarumque  OoddetUis  Lingvamm,  vol.  L  (in  tribus  partibus.) 
Recens.,  &c.,  Michael  Denis.  Vindob.  1793,  folio.  Some  mention  of  this  work 
has  been  made  at  page  65,  ante.  It  may  be  here  necessary  to  remark  that,  from 
the  preface,  it  would  appear  to  contain  a  ninth  additional  book  to  Lambecius's 
well-known  Commentaries  (vide,  p.  41,  ante)  which  KoUarius  had  left  unpublishe<l 
at  his  death.  The  preface  is  well  worth  perusal,  as  it  evinces  the  great  pains 
which  Denis  has  taken ;  and  the  noble,  if  not  matchless,  munificence  of  liis 
patron— "qui  prater  augustam  BibliothecsD fabricam  in  ipsos  libros  centenis  plura 
Rhenensium  expendit  millia." — This  catalogue  is  confined  to  a  description  of 
Latin,  with  some  few  notices  of  Oriental  Manuscripts ;  as  the  preceding  work  of 

H 
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Phil.  Assuredly,  Lisardo,  you  have  my  entire  for- 
given^s :  and  I  exult  a  little  in  the  hope  that  you  will 
prove  yourself  to  be  a  sincere  convert  to  the  cause,  by 
losing  no  opportunity  of  enriching  your    bibliographical 

Lambecius  and  Eollarins  contained  an  account  of  the  Greek  MSS.  These  three 
parts,  formin((  one  volume,  are  closed  by  an  excellent  index.  The  second  Toluine 
was  published  in  1801.  Upon  the  whole,  it  is  a  noble  and  highly  useful  publi- 
cation ;  and  places  its  author  in  the  foremost  rank  of  bibliographers. VOLFL 

Catalogo  della  Lihreria  de  Volpi,  &c.  Opera  di  Don  Oaetano  Volpi.  Padowt, 
1756,  8vo.  The  Crevenna  library  was  enriched  with  a  great  number  of  Taloable 
books  which  came  from  the  library  of  the  celebrated  Vulpii ;  of  which  the  present 
is  a  well-arranged  and  uncommon  catalogue.  Annexed  to  it  there  is  an  aooonnt 
of  the  press  of  the  Comini,  which  belonged  to  the  owners  of  this  collection,  nke 
reader  may  consult  £tbf.  Crevenn.,  yol.  v.,  pp.  S02-3 ;  and  Dr.  Clarke's  Bthliogr. 

Mixcell.,  vol.  ii.,  72. Voyage  de  deux  Fran^u  datu  U  nerd  de  FJSurope,  €m 

1790-92,  (par  M,  de  Fortia)  Paris,  1796,  Svo.,  5  vols.  That  the  collector  of 
catalogues  may  not  scold  me  for  this  apparent  deviation  from  the  subject  discussed 
in  this  note,  I  must  inform  him,  upon  the  authority  of  Peignot,  that  these  in- 
teresting volumes  contain  "  some  account  of  the  most  beautiful  and  curious  books 
contained  in  the  libraries  of  the  North,  and  in  those  of  Italy,  Spain,  Holland, 

&c."    CuriotitSs   Biblu^apkiqves,  p.   Iviii. De  Witt.     Calalogvt  BibliotktotB 

Joannii  De  Wilt,  Dordraci,  1701,  12mo.  The  preface  to  this  catalogue,  (from 
which  an  extract  was  given  in  the  first  edition  of  my  **  Iniroduetum  to  the  JSdiU<m$ 
qt  the  Oreek  and  Latin  Clatsics,  1802,  8vo.,)  gives  us  a  pleasing  account  of  an 
ardent  and  elegant  young  man  in  the  pursuit  of  every  thing  connected  with  Virtft. 
De  Witt  seems  to  have  been,  in  books  and  statues,  &c.,  what  his  great  ancestor 
was  in  politics— "panels  comparandus."  A  catalogue  of  the  library  of  a  collector 
of  the  same  name  was  published  at  Brussels,  in  1762,  by  De  Vos.    See  CaL 

de  Santander,   vol.    iv.,   no.    6334. Zurich.       CaJtalogus  librorum  BiUiotkeeai 

Tiguriiue.  Tigvri,  1744,  8vo.,  4  vols.  Although  the  last,  this  is  not  the  most 
despicable,  catalogue  of  collections  here  enumerated.  A  reading  man,  who 
happens  to  winter  in  Switzerland,  may  know,  upon  throwing  his  eyes  over  this 
catalogue,  that  he  can  have  access  to  good  books  at  Zurich— the  native  place  of 
many  an  illustrious  author !  The  following,  which  had  escaped  me,  may  probably 
be  thought  worthy  of  forming  an 

APPENDIX  TO  THE  PRECEDING  NOTE. 

Bern.    Cai.  Codd,  MSS,  Bill.  Bementis,     Cum  annotationilmSf   (£<r.  Cvranie 
Sinner.  Bemse,    1760,   Svo.      A  very  curious  and  elegantly  printed  Catalogue 

with  three  plates  of  fae  similes. Parker  [abp.]   Caialag.  Libror.    MSS.  wt 

Bibi.  Coll.  Corporit  Chrifti  in  Cantab.,  quos  legavit  M.  Parkerus  Archiepixop. 
Cant.  Lond.,  1722,  fol ;  Eorundem  Libror.  MSS.  Catalogue.  JSdidit  J.  NoMnth^ 
Cantah.f  VJTJ,  4to.  Of  these  catalogues  of  the  curious  and  valuable  MSS.  which 
were  bequeathed  to  Corpus  College  (or  Bennet  College,  as  it  is  sometimes  called) 
by  the  immortal  Archbishop  Parker,  the  first  is  the  more  elegantly  printed,  but 
the  latter  is  the  more  copious  and  correct  impression.  My  copy  of  it  has  a 
fac-similo  etching  prefixed,  by  Tyson,  of  the  rare  print  of  the  Archbishop,  which 
will  be  noticed  in  Part  V.,  post. ^Rotal  Institution.    A  Catalogue  qf  the 
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stores.  Already  I  see  you  monnted,  as  a  book  chevalier, 
and  burrying  &om  the  country  to  London — from  London 
again  to  the  country — seeking  adventures  in  which  your 
prowess  may  be  displayed — and  yielding  to  no  compe- 
titor who  brandishes  a  lance  of  equal  weight  with  your 
ownl 

Lis.  'Tis  well.  At  to-morrow's  dawn  my  esquire  shall 
b^in  to  burnish  up  my  armour — and  caparison  my 
CDurser.    TiU  then  adieu  I 

Here  the  convosation,  in  a  connected  form,  ceased ; 
and  it  was  resolved  that  Philemon  and  myself  should 
accompany  Lisardo  on  the  morrow. 

LaTttiy<^lie  lUgal  iKdavtimof  Oreat  Britaui,  Jie.  By  William  Baertt,  Kagper 
qfl^  Library.  Lmid.,  IS09,  Std.  If  a  lucid  order,  minnM  AOd  ooiTaot  desoription 
cf  the  Tolumei  of  on  adtnlnbtr  cbown  librai;,  ■ooampanied  with  &  oopiou  ud 
fidthtul  alptuibstiooJ  index,  be  reoommeudatiiniB  with  the  blbliognpher,  the 
prawDt  volume  will  not  be  found  vontiiig  apon  his  ihelf .  It  ii  tbs  most  nseful 
book  of  ita  kind  erer  publiihed  in  this  oountr;.  Let  tbs  b{bUoa»niae  hutsn  to 
Beize  one  of  the  five  remaining  oopin  only  (oat  o(  the  fijty  which  were  pijotad) 

npon  LAKOE  FAFiB  I WOOD  (AiTTBOirT).   A  CotologM  qf  AntoKy-o-Weoit 

MaKMtcripU  in.  fit  AihmeUaji.  Mittam;  by  W.  Hudde^ord,  Oion,  17S1,  8*0. 
Tho  very  name  of  old  AntioHy  (ai  it  d^ights  «ome  buetioui  book-ooUeolon 
;et  to  call  him  i)  will  leoure  reepeot  for  tluH  ralnnM.    It  ii  not  of  oommon 


PART  III. 

Cfie  Auction  3Bloom. 

CHARACTEB  OP  ORLANDO. 

OP  ANCIENT  PRICES  OP  BOOKS,  AND  BOOK-BINDING. 

BOOK-AUCTION   BIBLIOMANIACS. 


'*  As  to  the  late  method  used  Inaolllng  books  by  auction  in  London,  I  suppose  that  many 
have  paid  dear  for  their  experience  in  this  way— it  being  apparent  that  most  books  booght  in 
an  auction  may  be  had  cheaper  in  bookseUers*  shops.** 

GxjLTEL :  Col.  <f  Books  for  1680,  Pitf. 


^N  ^ 


%\)t  auction  asioom. 


CHARACTBB   OP  ORLANDO. 

OF  ANCIENT  PRICKS  OP  BOOKS,  AND  BOOK-BINDING. 

BOOK    AUCTION    BIBLIOMANIACS. 


EVER,  surely,  did  two 
mortals  set  ofi'  upon  any 
expedition  with  greater 
g-lee  and  alacrity  than 
did  Lisardo  and  Phile- 
mon for  the  sale,  by 
auction,  of  Gonzalvo's 
biblio^n-aphical  library. 
The  great  pains  which 
Ly Sander  had  taken  in 
enumerating  the  various  foreifrn  and  domestic 
writers  upon  Bibliography,  with  his  occasionally 
animated  eulogies  upon  some  favourite  author 
had  quite  inflamed  the  sanguine  mind  of  Lisardo ; 
who  had  already,  in  anticipation,  fancied  himsell' 
in  possession  of  every  book  which  he  had  heard 
described.      Like  Homer's  high-bred  courser,   who 

— em  hfl  atartfl,  a  ihaus&ud  st«pd  are  Losb^ 

our   young    bibliomaniac     began    to  count    up    his 
volumes,  arrange    his   shelves,   bespeak   his  binder. 
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and  revel  in  the  luxury  of  a  splendid  and  nearly  match' 
less  collection.  The  distance  from  my  house  to  the 
scene  of  action  being  thirteen  miles,  Lisardo^  daring 
the  first  six,  had  pretty  nearly  exhausted  himself  in 
describing  the  delightful  pictures  which  his  ardent 
fancy  had  formed ;  and  finding  the  conversation  begin- 
ning to  flag,  Philemon,  with  his  usual  good-nature  and 
judgrment,  promised  to  make  a  pleasing  digression  from 
the  dry  subject  of  book-catalogues,  by  an  episode  with 
which  the  reader  shall  be  presently  gratified.  Having 
promised  to  assist  them  both,  when  we  arrived  at 
Messrs.  L.  and  S.,  in  the  Strand,  with  some  information 
relating  to  the  prices  of  such  books  as  they  stood  in  need 
of,  and  to  the  various  book  -  collectors  who  attended 
public  sales,  Lisardo  expressed  himself  highly  obliged 
by  the  promise  ;  and,  sinking  quietly  into  a  comer  of  the 
chaise,  he  declared  that  he  was  now  in  a  most  apt  mood 
to  listen  attentively  to  Philemon's  digressive  chat :  who 
accordingly  thus  began. 

"Lord  Coke," — exclaimed  Philemon,  in  a  mirthM 
strain — "  before  he  ventured  upon  *  The  Jurisdiction  of 
the  Courts  of  the  Forest,"  wished  to  *  recreate  himself' 
with  Virgil's  description  of  *  Dido's  Doe  of  the  Forest  ;** 
in  order  that  he  might  *  proceed  the  more  cheerfully* 
with  the  task  he  had  undertaken ;  and  thus  exchange 
somewhat  of  the  precise  and  technical  language  of  the 
lawyer  for  that  glowing  tone  of  description  which  wood- 
land scenes  and  hunting  gaieties  seldom  fail  to  produce. 
Even  so,  my  good  friends  (pursued  Philemon),  I  shall 
make  a  little    digression  from  the    confined   subject   to 

*  The  quaint  language  of  Lord  Coke  is  well  worth  quotation  :  "And  seeing  we 
are  to  treat  of  matters  of  game,  and  hunting,  let  us  (to  the  end  we  may  proceed 
the  more  chearfully)  recreate  ourselves  with  the  excellent  description  of  I>ido*s 
Doe  of  the  Forest  wounded  with  a  deadly  arrow  sticken  in  her,  and  not  imperti- 
nent to  our  purpose : 

Uritor  infocliz  Dido,  totaque  vagatur 
Urbe  farens,  Ac. 
And  in  ai^other  place,  using  again    the  word  (Sylva)  and  describing  a  forest 
saith : 

Ibat  in  antiquam  aylvam  atabnla  alta  feramm. " 

Institutes,  pt.  iv.,  p.  280,  ed.  1600. 
Thus  pleasantly  could  our  sage  expounder  of  the  laws  of  the  realm  illustrate  the 
dry  subject  of  which  he  treated  ! 
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which  our  attentions  have  been  so  long  directed  by 
taking  you  with  me^  in  imagination^  to  the  delightful 
abode  of  Orlando." 

Lis.  I  have  heard  of  him :  a  very  "  Helluo  Ubra- 
rum  r  Thus  we  only  change  sides — from  things  to  men ; 
from  books  to  book-collectors.  Is  this  digressive?  Is 
this  an   episode  ? 

Phil.  Why  this  abrupt  interruption?  If  I  did  not 
know  you  and  myself^  too,  Lisardo,  I  should  observe  an 
obstinate  silence  during  the  remainder  of  the  journey. 
An  episode^  though  it  suspend  the  main  action  for  a 
while,  partakes  of  the  nature  of  the  subject  of  the  work. 
It  is  an  appropriate  digression.  Do  pray  read  Dr.  Blair* 
upon  the  subject — and  now  only  listen. 

Orlando  (continued  Philemon)  had  from  his  boyhood 
loved  books  and  book-reading.  His  fortune  was  rather 
limited ;  but  he  made  shift — after  bringing  up  three 
children,  whom  he  lost  from  the  ages  of  nineteen  to 
twenty-four,  and  which  have  been  recently  followed  to 
their  graves  by  the  mother  that  gave  them  birth — ^he 
made  shift,  notwithstanding  the  expenses  of  their  col- 
lege education,  and  keeping  up  the  reputation  of  a  truly 
hospitable  table,  to  collect,  from  year  to  year,  a  certain 
number  of  volumes,  according  to  a  certain  sum  of  money 
appropriated  for  the  purchase  of  them ;  generally  mak- 
ing himself  master  of  the  principal  contents  of  the  first 
year's  purchase,  before  the  ensuing  one  was  placed  upon 
his  shelves.  He  lives  in  a  large  ancestral  house ;  and 
his  library  is  most  advantageously  situated  and  delight- 
fully fitted  up.  Disliking  such  a  wintry  residence  as 
Thomson  has    described  f — although     fond     of   solemn 

*  Lecture  XLll.,  vol.  iii. 

f  "  In  the  wUd  depth  of  Winter,  while  without 
The  ceaseless  winds  blow  ice,  be  my  retreat 
Between  the  groaning  forest  and  the  shore, 
Beat  by  the  boundless  multitude  of  waves, 

A  rural,  sheltered,  solitary  scene !" 

Wiufer. 

One  would  like  a  situation  somewhat  more  sheltered,  when  **  The  ceaseless  winds 
blow  ice  !** 
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retirement,  and  of  Cowper's  "  boundless  contiguity  of 
shade/' — he  has  suffered  the  rules  of  common  sense  al- 
ways to  mingle  themselves  in  his  plans  of  domestic 
comfort ;  and,  from  the  bow-windowed  extremity  of  his 
library,  he  sees  realized,  at  the  distance  of  four  hundred 
yards,  Caesar's  gently-flowing  river  ^Arar*  in  a  stream 
which  loses  itself  behind  some  low  shrubs ;  above  which 
is  a  softly-undulating  hill,  covered  with  hazel,  and 
birch,  and  oak.  To  the  left  is  an  open  country,  inter- 
sected with  meadows  and  com  fields,  and  terminated  by 
the  blue  mountains  of  Malvern  at  the  distance  of  thirteen 
miles.  Yet  more  to  the  left,  but  within  one  hundred  and 
fifty  yards  of  the  house,  and  forming  something  of  a 
foreground  to  the  landscape,  are  a  few  large  and  lofty 
elm  trees,  under  which  many  a  swain  has  rested  fix>m 
his  toil ;  many  a  tender  vow  has  been  breathed ;  many 
a  sabbath-afternoon t  innocently  kept;  and  many  a 
village-wake  cordially  celebrated !  Some  of  these  things 
yet  bless  the  aged  eyes  of  Orlando  ! 

I  have  slightly  noticed  the  comfortable  interior  of  his 
library. — 


(( 


Flumen  est  Avar,  quod  per  fines  JSduorom  et  Sequanorom  in  Rhodannm 
fluit,  incredibili  lenitate,  ita  ut  ooulis,  in  utram  partem  fluat,  judicari  noe  ponit.'' 
De  Bell,  OalL,  lib,  i,  §  z.  Philemon  might  as  happily  have  compared  Orlando's 
quiet  stream  to  '*  the  sUent  river" 

qnee  Lirisqaiet/l    • 


Mordet  aqu&- 


which  Horace  has  so  exquisitely  described,  in  contrast  with 

obllqnis  laborat 
Lymphs  ftigax  trepidare  rivo. 

Carm.,  lib.  L,  Od.  zxxi.,  lib.  IL,  Od.  iL 

Yet  let  us  not  foiget  Ck>llin's  lovely  little  bit  of  landscape — 

*'  Where  slowly  winds  Uie  stealing  wave. " 

t  There  is  a  curious  proclamation  by  Q.  Elizabeth,  relating  to  some  Sabbath 
recreations  or  games,  inserted  in  Heame's  preface  to  his  edition  of  Camdeti*a 
Annals,  p.  zxviii.  It  is  a  little  too  long  to  be  given  entire  ;  but  the  reader  mAj 
here  be  informed  that "  shooting  with  the  standard,  shooting  with]the  broad  arrow, 
shooting  at  the  twelve  score  prick,  shooting  at  the  Turk,  leaping  for  men,  run- 
ning for  men,  wrestling,  throwing  the  sledge,  and  pitching  the  bar,"  wer«  sufifered 
to  be  exhibited,  on  several  Sundays,  for  the  benefit  of  one  "  John  Seconton  Powlter, 
dwelling  within  the  parish  of  St.  Clements  Danes,  being  a  poor  man,  having  four 
small  children,  and  fallen  to  decay." 
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Lis.  You  spoke  of  a  bow- windowed  extremity — 
Phil.    Yes,  in  this  bow-window — ^the  glass  of  which 
was  furnished  full  two  hundred  and  fifty  years  ago,  and 
which  has  recently  been  put  into  a  sensible  modem  frame- 
work— ^thereby   affording  two   hours   longer  light  to  the 
inhabitant — in   this  bow-window,  you  will  see  a  great 
quantity  of  stained  glass    of  the   different    arms  of  his 
own,  and  of  his  wife's,   family ;    with  other  appropriate 
embellishments.*    And     when    the    evening   sun-beams 
throw    a    chequered    light    throughout  the    room,  'tis 
pleasant  to  observe  how  Orlando  enjoys  the  opening  of 
an  Aldine  Greek  Classic^ — ^the  ample-margined  leaves  of 
which  receive  a  mellower  tint  from  the  soft  lustre  that 
parades  the  library.    £very   book,  whether  opened  or 
closed,  is  benefited  by  this  due  portion  of  light ;  so  that 
the  eye,  in  wandering  over  the    numerous    shelves,  is 
neither  hurt  by  mommg  glare  nor  evening  gloom.    Of 
colours,  in  his  furniture,  he  is  very  sparing :  he  considers 
white  shelves,   picked  out  with   gold,  as   heretical — ^ma- 
hogany, wainscot,  black,  and  red,  are,   what  he  calls, 
orthodox  colours.     He  has  a  few  busts  and  vases ;  and 
as  his  room  is  very  lofty,  he  admits  above,  in  black  and 
gold  frames,  a  few    portraits    of  eminent  literary  cha- 
racters; and  whenever  he  gets  a  genuine  Vandyke,  or 
Velasquez,  he  congratulates  himself  exceedingly     upon 
his  good  fortune. 

Lis.  All  this  bespeaks  a  pretty  correct  taste.  But  I 
wish  to  know  something  of  the  man. 

Phil.  You  shall,  presently;  and,  in  hearing  what  I 
am  about  to  relate,  only  let  us  both  strive,  good  Lisardo, 
so  to  regulate  our  studies  and  feelings  that  our  old  age 
may  be  like  unto  Orlando's. 

Last  year  I  went  with  my  uncle  to  pay  him  our  annual 
visit.  He  appeared  quite  altered  and  shaken  from  the 
recent  misfortune  of  losing  his  wife ;  who  had  survived 

*  The  reader,  who  is  partial  to  the  lucubrationti  of  Thomas  Hoame,  may 
penue  a  long  goaripping  note  of  hia  upon  the  importance  of  stained  glass  windows 
— in  his  aoooont  of  Godstow  nunnery.    See  his  Ouil,  Nevhng,,  vol.  iL,  768. 
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the  death  of  her  children  fifteen  years ;  herself  dying  in 
the  sixtieth  of  her  own  age.  The  eyes  of  Orlando  were 
sunk  deeply  into  his  forehead,  yet  they  retained  their 
native  brilliancy  and  quickness.  His  cheeks  were  wan, 
and  a  good  deal  withered.  His  step  was  cautions  and 
infirm.  When  we  were  seated  in  his  comfortable  library 
chairs,  he  extended  his  right  arm  towards  me,  and 
squeezing  my  hand  cordially  within  his  own — ^^'Phile- 
mon,"  said  he,  "  you  are  not  yet  thirty,  and  have  there- 
fore sufiicient  ardour  to  enable  you  to  gratify  your 
favourite  passion  for  books.  Did  you  ever  read  the 
inscription  over  the  outside  of  my  library  door — ^which  I 
borrowed  from  Lomeir's  account  of  one  over  a  library  at 
Parma  ?*"  On  my  telling  him  that  it  had  escaped  me — 
"  Gro,"  said  he,  "  and  not  only  read,  but  remember  it"— 
The  inscription  was  as  follows : 

INGREDERE  MUSIS  SACER,    NAM 
ET  HIC  DII  HABITANT. 
ITEM 
NULLUS  AMICUS  MAGIS  LIBET, 

QUAM  LIBER. 

"  Have  a  care,"  said  he,  on  my  resuming  my  seat — 
"  have  a  care  that  you  do  not  treat  such  a  friend  ill^  or 
convert  him  into  a  foe.  For  myself,  my  course  is  well 
nigh  run.  My  children  have  long  taken  their  leave  of 
me,  to  go  to  the  common  parent  who  created,  and  to  the 
Saviour  who  has  vouchsafed  to  redeem,  us  all ;  and,  thongli 
the  usual  order  of  nature  has  been  here  inverted,  I  bow 
to  the  fate  which  Heaven  has  allotted  me  with  the  un- 
qualified resignation  of  a  Christian.  My  wife  has  also 
recendyleftme,  for  a  better  place;  and  I  confess  that  I 
begin  to  grow  desolate,  and  anxious  to  take  my  depar- 
ture to  join  my  family.  In  my  solitude,  dear  Philemon, 
I  have  found  these  (pointing  to   his   books)  to  be  what 

•  Dc  BibUoUiecis  :  p.  269,  edit.  1680. 
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Cicero,  and  Seneca,  and  our  own  countryman  De  Bury,* 
have  so  eloquendy  and  truly  described  them  to  be— -our 
friends,  our  instructors,  and  our  comforts.  Without  any 
affectation  of  hard  reading-,  great  learning-,  or  wonderiiil 
diligence,  I  think  I  may  venture  to  say  that  I  have  read 
more  valuable  books  than  it  falls  to  the  lot  of  the  ge- 
nerality of  book-collectors  to  read;  and  I  would  fain 
believe  that  I  have  profited  by  my  studies.  Although 
not  of  the  profession  of  the  church,  you  know  that  I 
have  always  cherished  a  fondness  for  sacred  literature ; 
and  there  is  hardly  a  good  edition  of  the  Greek  Testa- 
ment, or  a  commentator  of  repute  upon  the  Bible,  foreign 
or  domestic,  but  what  you  will  find  some  reference  to 
the  same  in  my  interleaved  copy  of  Bishop  Wilson's 
edition  of  the  Holy  Scriptures.  A  great  number  of  these 
commentators  themselves  are  in  my  library,  as  well 
as  every  authoritative  edition  of  the  Greek  Testament, 
from  the  Complutensian  to  6^riesbach's.  Yet  do  not 
suppose  that  my  theological  books  are  equal  in  measure 
to  one  fourth  part  of  those  in  the  Imperial  library  at 
Paris.f  My  object  has  always  been  instruction  and  im- 
provement; and  when  these  could  be  obtained  from  any 
writer,  whether  Roman  Catholic  or  Protestant,  Arminian 
or  Calvinistic,  I  have  not  failed  to  thank  him,  and  to 
respect  him,  too,  if  he  has  declared  his  opinions  with 
becoming  difiidence  and  moderation.  You  know  that 
nothing  so  sorely   grieves  me  as  dogmatical  arrogance. 


*  Every  school-lad  who  has  written  a  copy  under  a  writmg-master,  or  who  has 
looked  into  the  second  book  of  the  SeUUce  i  Prqfanis  ScripUyrHms"  Ac,  has 
probably  been  made  acquainted  with  the  sentiments  of  the  above  ancient  heathen 
philosophers  relating  to  Learning  and  Books  ;  but  may  not  have  been  informed 
of  the  conciliatory  manner  in  which  our  coimtryman  De  Bury  has  invited  us  to 
approach  the  latter.  "  Hi  sunt  magistri  (says  he)  qui  nos  instruunt  sine  veigis 
et  ferula;,  sine  verbis  et  colera,  sine  pane  et  peounia.  Si  accedis,  non  dormiunt ; 
si  inquiriSy  non  se  absoondunt ;  non  remurmurant,  si  oberres ;  oachinnos  nesdunt, 
si  ignores."  These  original  and  apt  words  are  placed  in  the  title-page  to  the 
first  volume  of  Z>r.  Clarke* i  Bibliograpkieal  Dictionary, 

+  '*  n  y  a  800  pieds  cubes  de  livres  de  th^olpgie," — "qui  tapfssent  les  murs 
des  deux  premieres  salTes  de  la  Biblioth^que  Imp^riale."  Caillot  :  Roman  BiUio- 
graphiqu;  torn,  i.,  72,  edit.  1809. 
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in  a  being  who  will  always  be  frail  and  capricious,  let 
him  think  and  act  as  he  please.  On  a  Sunday  evening  I 
usually  devote  a  few  hours  to  my  theological  studies— 
(if  you  will  allow  my  sabbath-meditations  to  be  so  called) 
and,  almost  every  summer  evening  in  the  week,  saunter 
'midst  yon  thickets  and  meadows  by  the  river  side,  with 
Collins,  or  Thompson,  or  Cowper,  in  my  hand.  The 
beautifid  sentiments  and  grand  imagery  of  Walter  Scott 
are  left  to  my  in-door  avocations ;  because  I  love  to  read 
the  curious  books  to  which  he  refers  in  his  notes,  and 
have  always  admired,  what  I  find  few  critics  have  no- 
ticed, how  adroitly  he  has  ingrafted  fiction  upon  truth. 
As  I  thus  perambulate,  with  my  book  generally  open, 
the  villagers  treat  me  as  Sir  Roger  De  Coverley  made 
his  tenants  treat  the  Spectator — by  keeping  at  a  respect- 
fiil  distance— but  when  I  shut  up  my  volume,  and  direct 
my  steps'  homewards,  I  am  always  sure  to  find  myself^ 
before  I  reach  my  threshold,  in  company  with  at  least 
half  a  dozen  gossipping  and  well-meaning  rustics.  In 
other  departments  of  reading,  history  and  poetry  are  my 
delight.  On  a  rainy  or  snowy  day,  when  all  looks  sad 
and  dismal  without,  my  worthy  firiend  and  neighbour, 
Phormio,  sometimes  gives  me  a  call — and  we  have  a 
rare  set-to  at  my  old  favourite  volumes — the  "  Lectiones 
Memorabiles  et   Recondite"   of   Wolfius* — a   common- 

*  There  are  few  men,  of  any  literary  curiosity,  who  would  not  wish  to  know 
something  of  the  work  here  noticed ;  and  much  more  than  appears  to  be  known 
of  its  illustrious  author ;  concerning  whom  we  will  first  discourse  a  little : 
"Johannes  Wolftcs  (says  Melchoir  Adam),  the  laborious  compiler  of  the 
Le^ionum  MemoraMlium  et  Heconditarum  Centenarii  xvi.  (being  a  collection  of 
curious  pieces  from  more  than  3000  authors — chiefly  Protostaat)  was  a  civilian,  a 
soldier,  and  a  statesman.  He  was  bom  A.  D.  1587>  at  Vemao,  in  the  duchy  of 
Deux  Fonts  ;  of  which  town  his  father  was  chief  magistrate.  He  was  bred  under 
Sturmius  at  Strasboui^,  under  Melancthon  at  Wittemberg,  and  imder  Cujas  at 
Bruges.  He  travelled  much  and  often  ;  particularly  into  France  and  Bui^gundy, 
with  the  Dukes  of  Stettin,  in  1467.  He  attended  the  Elector  Palatine,  who 
came  with  an  army  to  the  assistance  of  the  French  Hugonots  in  1569 ;  and,  *in 
1571,  he  conducted  the  corpse  of  his  master  back  to  Germany  by  sea.  After 
this,  he  was  frequently  employed  in  embassies  from  the  electors  Palatine  to 
England  and  Poland.  His  last  patrons  were  the  Marquisses  of  Baden,  who  made 
him  governor  of  MUndelsheim,  and  gave  him  several  beneficial  grants.  In  1594, 
Wolfius  bade  adieu  to   business  and  courts,  and  retired  to  Hailbrun ;  where  he 
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place  book  of  as  many  curious^  extraordinary,  true  and 
false  occurrences,  as  ever  were  introduced  into  two 
ponderous  folios.  The  number  of  strange  cuts  in  it 
used  to  amuse  my  dear  children — whose  parent,  from 
the  remembrance  of  the  past,  still  finds  a  pleasing  re- 
creation in  looking  at  them.  So  much,  dear  Philemon, 
for  my  desultory  mode  of  studying :  improve  upon  it — 
but  at  all  events,  love  your  books  for  the  good  which 
they  may  produce;  provided  you  open  them  with  "sin- 
gleness of  heart — **  that  is,  a  sincerity  of  feeling. 

"  In  a  short  time,  continued  the  venerable   Orlando, 
after  a  pause  of' fifteen  seconds,  in  a  short  time  I  must 

completed  his  "  Ledumts"  which  bad  been  the  great  employment  of  his  life.  He 
died  May  23,  A.D.  1600 — ^the  same  year  in  which  the  above  Tolomes  were  pub- 
lished.'* Thus  far,  in  part,  our  biographer,  in  his  VUa  ErudUorum  cum  Oerma- 
fu^rum  turn  Exterorum:  pt.  iii,  p.  156,  edit.  1706.  These  particulars  may  be 
gleaned  from  Wolfius's  preface  ;  where  he  speaks  of  his  literary  and  diplomatic 
labours  with  great  interest  and  propriety.  In  this  preface  also  is  related  a  curious 
story  of  a  young  man  of  the  name  of  Martin,  whom  Wolfius  employed  as  an 
amanuensis  to  transcribe  from  his  "  three  thousand  authors" — and  who  was  at  first 
so  zealously  attached  to  the  principles  of  the  Romish  Church  that  he  declared 
''he  wished  for  no  heaven  where  Luther  might  be."  The  young  man  died  a 
Protestant ;  quite  reconciled  to  a  premature  end,  and  in  perfect  good  will  with 
Luther  and  his  doctrine.  As  to  Wolfius,  it  is  impossible  to  read  his  preface,  or 
to  cast  a  glance  upon  his  works—"  magno  et  pene  incredibili  labore  multisque 
vigiliis  elaboratnm"— (as  Linsius  has  well  said,  in  the  opening  of  the  admonition 
to  the  reader,  prefixed  to  his  index)  without  being  delighted  with  his  liberality  of 
disposition,  and  astonished  at  the  immensity  of  his  labour.  Each  volume  has 
upwards  of  1000  pages  closely  printed  upon  an  indifferent  brown-tinted  paper . 
which  serves  nevertheless  to  set  off  the  several  hundreds  of  well  executed  wood 
cuts  which  the  work  contains.  Linsius's  index,  a  thin  folio,  was  published 
in  the  year  1608  :  this  is  absolutely  necessary  for  the  completion  of  a  copy.  As 
bibliographers  have  given  but  a  scanty  account  of  this  uncommon  work  (men- 
tioned, however,  very  properly  by  Mr.  Kicol  in  his  interesting  preface  to  the 
catalogue  of  the  Duke  of  Roxburgh's  books ;  and  of  which  I  observe  in  the 
Bibl.  Solgeriana,  vol.  i.,  n®.  1769,  that  a  second  edition,  printed  in  1672,  is  held  in 
comparatively  little  estimation),  so  biographers  (if  we  except  Melchior  Adam,  the 
great  favourite  of  Bayle)  have  been  equally  sUent  respecting  its  author.  Fabridus, 
and  the  Historical  Dictionary  published  at  Caen,  do  not  mention  him ;  and 
Moreri  has  but  a  meagre  and  superficial  notice  of  him.  Wolfius's  Penut  Arlit 
Birtorica,  of  which  the  best  edition  is  that  of  1579,  is  well  described  in  the  tenth 
volume  ofFoumiei'sjMeUiotUpwr  Hudier  VMsUnre,  p.  12,  edit.  1772.  My  respect 
for  so  extraordinary  a  bibliomaniac  as  Wolfius,  who  was  groping  amongst  the 
books  of  the  public  libraries  belonging  to  the  several  great  cities  which  he  visited, 
^in  his  diplomatic  character — vide  prsof.)  whilst  his  masters  and  private  secretary 
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bid  adieu  to  this  scene ;  to  my  choice  copies ;  beaatifiil 
bindings :  and  all  the  classical  furniture  which  yon 
behold  around  yon.  Yes ! — as  ReimanDos*  has  well 
observed, — '  there  is  no  end  to  accumulatiiig  books, 
whilst  Ae  boundaries  of  human  existence  are  limited, 
indeed  !'  But  I  have  made  every  necessary,  and,  I  hope, 
appropriate,  regrulation  ;  the  greater  part  of  my  Ubiary 
is  bequeathed  to  one  of  the  colleges  in  the  University  of 
Oxford ;  with  an  injunction  to  put  an  inscription  over 
the    collection    very    different    from    what    the    famous 


impraaion  a  but  m  iDdifFereot  one ;  but  it  presanta  in  aadition,  ths  bodj  of 
Woldus  u  f KT  as  the  waist ;  with  hia  right  hand  cloaping  ■  book,  *iid  hii  left  tha 
handle  of  a  sword.  Bin  ponderous  chain  has  a  medaJlioii  Bugpsnded  at  the  end. 
Thu  print,  which  gvidentl;  belongs  to  the  Eoglish  aeriea,  baa  escaped  Granger. 
And  }'et  I  know  not  whetber  Buch  iotelliKence  ahould  be  imparted  )  — ea  the 
■dnan  ma;  henoe  go  to  work  to  deprira  man;  a  cop;  of  the»  "  LMimit*,"  of 
their  elaboratalr-omajnented  titla-pages.    Forbid  it,  good  aenae  I 

•  "Vita  brevJB  eat,  et  aerie 
tempuB,  quo  id  diipungere  c 
sign.  df2. 
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Ranzau*  directed  to  be  inscribed  over  his  own. — About 
three  hundred  volumes  you  will  find  bequeathed  to  you, 
dear  Philemon — accompanied  with  a  few  remarks  not 
very  different  firom  what  Lotichiusf  indited,  with  his 
dying  breath,  in  his  book-legacy  to  the  learned  Sambu- 
ciis,  I  will,  at  present,  say  no  more.  Come  and  see  me 
whenever  you  have  an  opportunity.  I  exact  nothing 
extraordinary  of  you  ;  and  shall  therefore  expect  nothing 
beyond  what  one  man  of  sense  and  of  virtue,  in  our 
relative  situations,  would  pay  to  the  other.' 

''So  spake  Orlando,"  said  Philemon,  with  tears  in  his 
eyes,  who,  upon  looking  at  Lisardo  and  myself,  found 
our  fiu;es  covered  with  our  handkerchiefs,  and  unable  to 
atter  a  word. 


*  "Heoxyde  Baoaa— «Toit  dnn6  une  excelleiite  biblioih^ue  au  chateau 
de  Bndemhwg,  dana  laqaelle  estoioDt  oonsenrez  plraieurs  manusorits  Grecs  et 
Latins,  fit  antres  rarates,  &o. — Ce  sgavant  penonnage  a  faitun.decret  pour  aa 
bibiiotii^ue,  qui  merite  d'estro  icy  insert,  pour  faire  yoir  a  la  posterity  Taffeotion 
qa'fl  anoit  poor  aa  oonaervation. 


LibrM  partem  ne  aliqaam  abstolerlt, 
Bztnzerit»  depaerlt,  npaerlt, 
CoaoerpMrit,  oomperit, 

Dole  malo : 
nUoo  maladietuB, 
Perpetao  ezecrabilis, 
Bonper  deteBtabOls 

Bsto  maneto. 

Jacob  :  TraidS  da  Bibliothiques,  pp.  237,  240. 

I  have  inserted  only  the  fulminatory  dause  of  this  inscription,  as  being  that  part 
of  It  against  which  Orlando's  indignation  seems  to  be  directed. 

^  "  Petms  Lotichius  Johanni  Sambuco  Pannonio  grayissimo  morbo  laborans 
Bfmffni«<s  biUiothecam  suam  legaTerit^  lib,  3,  eUg.  9,  verba  ejus  lectu  non 
ipjucniKJa: 

Pro  qnitms  offlcUs,  lueres  abenntis  amid, 

Aodpe  fortoiMB  monera  panra  mes. 
Non  mlhisnnt  Btodio  oolles,  delsqne  vlrentei, 

Pnediave  AnflUs  oonspidenda  jogis. 
Ta  Tetenim  dulces  serf  ptorom  lome  Hbellos, 

AttritoB  manlbns  qnoBjnvat  esse  mds. 
Invenies  etiam  viridi  qiue  Itisimas  sevo. 

Dam  stadiis  setas  mollibos  apta  ftiit. 
ma  velim  rapldis  sic  nras  carmina  flamrals 

Ut  vatem  ipse  snis  ignibas  Josslt  Amor." 

LomciKii:  dt  Bibliotheeit,  p.  288. 

I 
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The  deliberate  manner  in  which  this  recital  was  made 
—the  broken  periods,  and  frequent  pauses — filled  up  a 
great  measure  of  our  journey ;  and  we  found  that  St. 
Paul's  dome  was  increasing  upon  us  in  size  and  distinct- 
ness^ and  that  we  had  not  more  than  three  miles  to 
travel,  when  Lisardo,  wishing  to  give  a  different  turn  to 
the  discourse,  asked  Philemon  what  was  the  cause  of 
such  extravagant  sums  being  now  given  at  booknsales 
for  certain  curious  and  uncommon — ^but  certainly  not 
highly  intrinsically-valuable — ^publications  ;  and  whether 
our  ancestors,  in  the  time  of  Hen.  VIII.  and  Elizabeth, 
paid  in  proportion  for  the  volumes  of  their  Libraries  ? 

Upon  Philemon's  declaring  himself  unable  to  gratify 
his  firiend's  curiosity,  but  intimating  that  some  assistance 
might  probably  be  derived  from  myself,  I  took  up  the 
discourse  by  observing  that — 

"  In  the  infancy  of  printing  in  this  country  (owing  to 
the  competition  of  foreigners)  it  would  seem  that  our 
own  printers  (who  were  both  booksellers  and  book-bind- 
ers) had  suffered  considerably  in  their  trade,  by  being 
obliged  to  carry  their  goods  to  a  market  where  the 
generality  of  purchasers  were  pleased  with  more  elegantly 
executed  works  at  an  inferior  price.  The  legislature 
felt,  as  every  patriotic  legislature  would  feel,  for  their 
injured  countrymen ;  and,  accordingly,  the  statute  of 
Richard    III.  was  enacted,*   whereby   English  printers 


*  By  the  lat  of  Richard  III.  (1433,  ch.  ix.  sec.  xii.)  it  appeared  that.  Whereas, 
a  great  number  of  the  king's  subjeets  within  this  realm  having  "  given  themselves 
diligently  to  learn  and  exercise  the  craft  of  PRnrriNO,  and  that  at  this  day 
there  being  within  this  realm  a  great  number  cunning  and  expert  in  the  said 
science  or  craft  of  printing,  as  able  to  exorcise  the  said  craft  in  all  points  as  any 
stranger,  in  any  other  realm  or  country,  and  a  great  number  of  the  king's  subjects 
living  by  the  craft  and  mystery  of  BiNDn^o  OF  books,  and  well  expert  in  the 
same  ;"— yet  "  all  this  notwithstanding,  there  are  divers  persons  that  bring  from 
beyond  the  sea  groat  plenty  of  printed  books — not  only  in  the  Latin  tongue,  but 
also  in  our  maternal  English  tongue — some  bound  in  boards,  some  in  leather, 
and  some  in  parchment,  and  them  sell  by  retail,  whereby  many  of  the  king's 
subjects,  being  binders  of  books,  and  having  no  other  faculty  therewith  to  get 
their  living,  be  destitute  of  work,  andlik  e  to  be  undone,  except  some  reforniatioin 
herein  be  had, — Be  it  therefore  enacted,  &c"  By  the  4th  clause  or  prorisioiu 
if  any  of  these  printers  or  sellers  of  printed  books  vend  them  "  at  too  high  and  on- 
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and  book-binders  were  protected  from  the  mischiefs^ 
which  would  otherwise  have  overtaken  them.  Thus  our 
old  firiend  Caxton  went  to  work  with  greater  glee^  and 
mustered  up  all  his  enei^es  to  bring  a  good  stock  of 
British  manufacture  to  the  market.  What  he  usually 
sold  bis  books  for^  in  his  life  time^  I  have  not  been  able 
to  ascertain;  but^  on  his  decease^  one  of  his  Qvlden 
Legends  was  valued,  in  the  churchwardens'  books,  at 
six  shillings  and  eight  pence.*  Whether  this  was  a 
great  or  small  sum  I  know  not ;  but,  from  the  same  au- 
thority we  find  that  twenty-two  pounds  were  given, 
twdve  years  before,  for  eleven  huge  folios,  called  "  Anti- 
phoners.'*f  In  the  reign  of  Henry  VIH.  it  would  seem, 
from  a  memorandum  in  the  catalogue  of  the  Fletewode 
library  (if  I  can  trust  my  memory  with  such  minutiae) 
that  Law-Books  were  sold  for  about  ten  sheets  to  the 
groatj:      Now,  in  the   present  day,    Law-Books— -con- 

roMonnble  prices,"  then  the  Lord  Chancellor,  Lord  Treasurer,  or  any  of  the  Chief 
JtutioeB  of  the  one  bench  or  the  other — "by  the  oaths  of  twelvo  honest  and 
diicnet  persons,"  were  to  regulate  their  prices.  This  remarkable  act  was  con- 
firmed by  the  26th  Hen.  VIIL,  ch.  15,  which  was  not  repealed  till  the  12th 
Geo.  IL,  ch.  S6,  §  S.  A  judge  would  have  enough  to  do  to  regulate  tho  prices 
of  bodks,  by  the  oaths  of  twelve  men,  in  tho  present  times  1 

*  The  reader  will  be  pleased  to  refer  to  p.  ex.  of  the  first  volume  of  my  recent 
edition  of  the  Typographical  AntiquUia  qf  Cheat  Britain. 

f  The  following  is  from  'the  churchwardens*  accompts  of  St.  Margaret's, 
Westminster.  "A.  D.  1475.  Item,  for  11  great  books,  called  Antiphoners, 
22/.  Oil.  Od*'  Manners  and  Expenta  of  Ancient  Times  in  England,  &c.,  collected 
by  John  Nichols,  1797,  4to.,  p.  2.  Antipkonere  is  a  book  of  anthems  to  be  sung 
with  responses  :  and,  from  the  following  passage  in  Chaucer,  it  would  appear  to 
have  been  a  common  school-book  used  in  the  times  of  papacy  : 

This  litel  chUde  his  liiel  book  loming. 
As  be  sate  in  the  Bcole  at  his  primere 
He  Alma  Redtmptoris  hezde  sing, 
As  children  lered  hir  Ant^Konere : 

Cant,  Taks,  v.  13,446, 4kc. 


« 


A  legend,  an  Antiphonarye,  a  grayle,  a  psalter,"  &c.,  were  the  books  appointed 
to  be  kept  in  every  parish  church  "  of  the  province  of  Canterbury"  by  Robert 
Winehelsen.     Const,  Promn,  and  qf  Otho  and  Ocihobone,  fol.  67,  rect,  edit.  1534. 

X  "The  year  books,  9  v.  in  parcels,  as  published,  impr.  in  different  years  by 
Pynson,  Berthelet,  Redman,  Myddylton,  Powell,  Smythe,  Rastell,  and  Tottyl, 
1517  to  158L    Some  of  them  have  the  prices  printed  at  the  end ;  as  ''  The  Prisce 

I  2 
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gidering  the  wretched  style  in  which  they  are  published, 
with  broken  types  upon  milk-and-water-tinted  papar — 
are  the  dearest  of  all  modem  publications.  Whether 
they  were  anciently  sold  for  so  comparatively  extra- 
vagant a  sum  may  remain  to  be  proved.  Certain  it  is 
that,  before  the  middle  of  the  sixteenth  century,  you 
might  have  purchased  Grafton's  abridgment  of  Polydore 
Virgil's  superficial  work  about  The  Invention  of  Tkmg& 
for  fourteen  pence;*  and  the  same  printer's  book  of 
Common  Prayer  for  four  shillings.  Yet  if  you  wanted  a- 
superbly  boimd  Prymer,  it  would  have  cost  you  (even 
five  and  twenty  years  before)  nearly  half  a  guinea.f 
Nor  could  you  have  purchased  a  decent  Ballad  much 
under  sixpence  ;  and  HaWs  Chronicle  would  have  drawn 


of  thys  Boke  ys  ziid.  anbounde— The  Prioe  of  thys  Boke  is  zrid.  on  bowDde ;" 
and  upon  counting  the  sheets,  it  appears  that  the  stated  prioe  of  Law-Books,  in 
the  leign  of  Hen.  8,  was  ten  sheets  for  one  groat."  Bibl,  Moncut-FletewodiaHa, 
n«.81M. 


*  In  a  copy  of  this  book,  printed  by  Qrafton  in  1546,  which  was  in  the  library 
of  that  celebrated  bibliomaniac,  Tom  Rawlinson,  was  tiie  following  singular  MS. 
note  :  "At  Oxforde  the  yeare  1546,  browt  down  to  Seynbury  by  John  Darbye 
j»yce  lid.  When  I  kepe  Mr.  Letymers  shype  I  bout  thys  boke  when  the  testa- 
ment was  obberagatyd  that  shepe  herdys  myght  not  red  hit  1  pray  god  amende 
that  biyndnes  wryt  by  Robert  Wyllyams  keppynge  shepe  uppon  Seynbury  hilL 
1540."    Camdeni  AnnaUt :  Edit  Heame,  voL  L,  p.  zxx. 


t  From  Mr.  Nichol's  curious  work,  I  make  the  following  further  extnots : 

£   t.    d. 

A.D.  1589.  Item,  paid  for  the  half  part  of  the  Bybell,  accordingly    i      n    o    o 
after  tiie  King's  injimction    -         •         -         •         •j^*'^ 

1544.  Item,  also  paid  for  six  books  of  the  Litany  in  English  0    16 

1549.  Paid  for  iy  books  of  the  sendee  of  the  church  •  0  16    0 

[This  was  probably  Grafton's  Prayer  book  of  1549,  foL] 
1559.  Paid  for  a  Bybyl  and  Parafrawse         ....  0  16    0 

[From  the  Ch.  Wardens  Acots.  of  St.   Maigaret*s  Westminster] 
The  Inventory  of  John  Port,  1524. 
In  the  shop. 

Item,  a  premmer  lynmied  with  gold,  and  with  imagery  written      ^ 

bonds J084 

(From  the  do.  of  St.  Mary  Hill,  London.) 
To  William  Pekerynge,  a  ballet,  called  a  Ryse  and  Wake  •       •       0    0    4 

(From  the  books  of  the  Stationers'  Company). 
See  pp.  18,  15,  126,  and  188,  of  Bir.  Nichols's  work. 
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finom  your  purse  twdve  shillings;*  so  that,  considering 
the  then  value  of  specie,  there  is  not  much  ground  of 
complaint  against  the  present  prices  of  books/' 

Lis.  All  this  is  very  just.  You  are  now  creeping 
towards  the  seventeenth  century.  Gro  on  with  your 
prices  of  books  'till  nearly  the  present  day ;  when  the 
BiBUOMANiA  has  been  supposed  to  have  attained  its 
highest  pitch. 

"Don't  expect,"  resumed  I,  "any  antiquarian  exact- 
ness in  my  chronological  detail  of  what  our  ancestors 
used  to  give  for  their  curiously-covered  volumes.  I 
presume  that  the  ancient  method  of  Book-Bindingf  added 


•  By  tlie  kindness  of  Mr,  WHQiBm  Hamper,  of  Birmingham  (a  gentleman 
whom  my  interoourae  has  as  yet  been  only  epistolary,  but  whom  J  I.  must  be 
•Oowed  to  rank  among  our  present  worthy  bibliomaniacs),  I  am  in  possession  of 
aome  original  entries,  which  seem  to  have  served  as  pfltrt  of  a  day*book  of  a 
printer  of  the  same  name :  "  it  having  been  pasted  at  the  end  of  '  The  Poor 
Mom'm  lAbroaii  printed  by  John  Day  in  1565."  From  this  sable-looking  doca- 
ment  the  reader  has  the  following  misoellaneoua  extracts : 

A.  D.  1558.  £   f.    (i. 

(Two)MeserBeof  bloyeneinbordis                       -           •  I      O     fi     n 

One  nymare  latane  &  englis    -           -                      -  .|^ 

Balethls  (ballads)  nova  of  sortis      ....  0     0     ii 

Boke  of  paper  1  quire  in  forrell            -                      -  0     0    vi 

Mono  workes  in  f orrell       .....  0     9  viij 

OastoQ  of  Love  in  forrelle  wi :  asarmonova    •  0     0     z 

A.  D.  1554. 

Balethis  nova  arbull  in  8^  1  oateohis       ...  0     Oviiij 

Prymare  for  a  ohyllde  in  8^  englis              ...  0    iv 

Halles  Croneckelle  nova  englis    •  •           -           •  •             OxiiO 

From  a  Household  Book  kept  in  London,  A.  D.  1561 

(in  the  possession  of  the  same  Gent.) 

Item,  p-d  for  a  Lyttellton  in  English  ...  zijcf. 

for  the  booke  of  ij  engliahe  lovers         ...  <vj<i. 

: for  the  booke  erf  Songes  and  Sonnettes  and  the     )  j.    ^« j 

booke  of  dyse,  aod  a  frenche  booke  )  ^    ">J»- 

(viz.  the  frenche  booke  zvjd.  the  ij  other  bookes  at  viij(2.  the  peoe.) 

for  printing  the  XXV  orders  of  honest  men  .  xzdL 


f  Ab  a  little  essay,  and  a  very  curious  one  too,  mig^t  be  written  upon  the 
lilrtoiy  of  BooK-BnmiHO,  I  shall  not  attempt  in  the  present  note  satisfactorily 
to  supply  such  a  desideratum;  but  merely  conmiunicate  to  the  reader  a  few 
particulan  which  have  oome  across  me  in  my  desultory  researches  upon  the  sab- 
jeetw  Mr.  Astle  tells  us  that  the  fiimous  Teztoj  &»ndi  CvHA&iij  which  was  written 
in  the  7th  oentuiy,  and  was  formerly  kept  at  Durham,  and  is  now  preserved  in 
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much  to  the  expense  of  the  purchase.  But  be  this  as 
it  may,  we  know  that  Sir  Balph  Sadler^  at  the  close  of 
the  sixteenth  century,  had  a  pretty  fair  library,  with  a 


the  Gottonian  library,  (Nero,  D.  nr.)  was  adorned  in  the  Saxon  times  by  Bilfrith, 
a  monk  of  Durham,  with  a  silver  oover  gilt,  and  precious  stones.    Simeon  Danel- 
mensis,  or  Turgot,  as  he  is  frequently  called,  tells  us  that  the  coyer  of  this  fine 
MS.  was  ornamented  'forensecis  Gemmis  et  Auro.''    ''A  booke  of  Gospelles 
garnished  and  wrought  with  antique  worke  of  silver  and  gilte  with  an  image  of 
th9  crucifix  with  Mary  and  John,  poiz  together  cocxxy  oz."     In  the  secret  Jewel 
House  in  the  Tower.    ''  A  booke  of  gold  enameled,  clasped  with  a  rubie,  having 
on  th'  one  side,  a  crosse  of  dyamounts,  and  vj  other  dyamounts,  and  tii'  other 
syde  a  flower  de  luce  of  dyamounts,  and  iiij  rubies  with  a  pendaunte  of  white 
saphires  and  the  arms  of  Englande.    Which  booke  is  garnished  with  small  eme- 
rades  and  rubies  hanging  to  a  cheyne  pillar  fashion  set  with  xv  knottee,  everM 
one  conteyning  iij  rubies  (one  lacking)."    Archeeoloffia,  vol  xiii.,  220.    Although 
Mr.  Astle  has  not  specified  the  time  in  which  these  two  latter  books  were  bound, 
it  is  probable  that  they  were  thus  gorgeously  attired  before  the  discovery  of  the 
art  of  printing.    What  the  ancient  Vicars  of  Chalk  (in  Kent)  used  to  pay  for 
binding  their  missalB,  according  to  the  original  endowment  settibd  by  Haymo  de 
Hethe  in  1327  (which  compelled  the  vicars  to  be  at  the  expense  of  the  same — 
lUg.  Roff.,  p.  205),  Mr.  Denne  has  not  informed.us.    Arelueologia,  vol.  aj.,  862. 
But  it  would  seem,  from  Warton,  that  ''students  and  monks  were  anciently  the 
binders  of  books ;"  and  from  their  Latin  entries  respecting  the  same,  the  word 
''conjunctio"  appears  to  have  been  used  for  "  ligatura."    Bitt.  qf  En^,  Poetry^ 
vol.  ii,  p.  244.     Heame,  in  No.  III.  of  the  appendix  to  Adam  de  Dcmerham  it 
nh.  getl.  OkuL,  has   "published  a  grant  from   Rich,  de  Paston  to  Bromliolm 
abbey,  of  twelve  pence  a  year  rent  charge  on  his  estates  to  keep  their  booit  in 
repair**    This  I  gather  from  Gough's  BriX,   Topog.,  voL  ii.,  p.  20 :  while  from 
the  Liher  Stat,  JEccl.  Paulinag,  Lend.  MSS.,  f.  fi,  896  (furnished  me  by  my  friend 
Mr.  ,H.  Ellis,*  of  the  British  Museum),  it  appears  to  have  been  anciently  oonsi- 
dered  as  a  part  of  the  Sacrist's  duty  to  bind  and  clasp  the  books :  "  Saorista 
ouret  2quod  Libri  bene  ligcntur  et  haspenturf  &c.    In  Chaucer's  time,  one  would 
think  that  the  fashionable  binding  for  the  books  of  young  scholars  was  various 
coloured  velvet :  for  thus  our  poet  describes  the  library  of  the  Oxford  Scholar : 


A  twenty  bokes,  clothed  in  Uack  and  red 
Of  Aristotle 

(Prolog,  to  CanL  Tola.) 

We  have  some  account  of  the  style  in  which  Chaucer's  royal  patron,  Edward 
III.,  used  to  have  his  books  bound ;  as  the  following  extract  (also  furnished  me 

by  Mr.  H.  Ellis*)  will  testify  : "  To  Alice  Claver,  for  the  making  of  xvi  laoea 

and  XVI  tasshels  for  the  gamyshing  of  diuers  of  the  Kings  books,  ijt,  viij<i. 

And  to  Robert  BoiUet  for  blac  paper  and  nailles  for  closing  and  fastenyng  of 
diuers  cofyns  of  ffyrre  wherein  the  Kings  boks  were  conveyed  and  caried  from 

the  Kings  grote  warderobe  in   London  vnto   Eltham  aforesaid,  vd . Piers 

Bauduyn  Stacioner  for  bynding  gilding  and  dressing  of  a  booke  called  Titus 
Limus,  xxs :  for  binding  gilding  and  dressing  of  a  booke  called  Ffrossard,  xvj«  : 
for  binding  gUding  and  dressing  of  a  booke  called  the  Bible,  xyja  :    for  binding 

*  Since  created  a  Knight. 
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Bibk  in  t&e  chapel  to  boot,  for  £10.*  Towards  the 
close  of  the  seventeenth  century,  we  find  the  Earl  of 
Peterborough  enlisting  among  the  book  champions; 
and  giving,  at  the  sale  of  Richard  Smith's  books  in 
1682,  not  less  than  eighteen  shillings  and  two  pence 
for  the  first  English  edition  of  his  beloved  Godfrey  of 
Boulogne.f     In  Queen  Ann's  time.  Earl  Pembroke  and 


gflding  and  dresring  of  a  booke  oalled  le  Goanernement  of  Kings  and  Princes, 
ZTJ<.'*    "  For  the  dreasing  of  jj  books  whereof  oon  is  called  la  forteresse  de  Foy 
and  the  other  called  the  booke  of  Josephus,  iij<.  iiijcf.    And  for  binding  gilding 
and  dressing  of  a  booke  called  the  bible  historial,  xxm"    Among  the  expenses 
entered  in  the  Wardrobe  Aocompts  20th  Edw.  III.    I  suspect  that  it  was  not 
'till  towards  the  close  of  the  15th  century,  when  the  sister  art  of  painting  directed 
that  of  engraving,  that  books  were  bound  in  thick  boards,  with  leather  covering 
upon  the  same ;  curiously  stamped  with  arabesque,  and  other  bizarre,  ornaments. 
In  the  interior  of  this  binding,  next  to  the  leaves,  there  was  sometimes  an  exca- 
vation, in  which  a  silver  crucifix  was  safely  guarded  by  a  metal  door,  with  clasps. 
The  exterior  of  the  binding  had  oftentimes  large  embossed  ornaments  of  sflver, 
and  sometimes  of  precious  stones  [as  a  note  in  the  Appendix  to  the  Higtory  of 
Leicester^  by  Mr.  Nichols,  p.  102,  indicates— and  as  Oeyler  himself,  in  his  Ship 
qf  Fools,  entitled  "  Navieula,  tive  SpectUum  Fatuoruin/*  edit.  1511,  4to.,  thus  ex- 
pressly declares  : — "  sunt  qui  libros  inaurunt  et  serica  tegimenta  apponunt  pre- 
ciosa  et  superba,"  sign.  B.  v.  rev.],  as  well  as  the  usual  ornaments  upon  the  leather; 
and  two  massive  clasps,  with  thick  metalled  comers  on  each  of  the  outward  sides 
of  the  binding,  seemed  to  render  a  bopk  impervious  to  such  depredations  of  time 
as  could  arise  from  external  injury.    Meantime,  however   the  worm  was  secretly 
engendered  within  the  wood :  and  lus  perforating  ravages  in  the  precious  leaves 
of   the  volume  gave  dreadful  proof  of  the  defectiveness  of  ancient  binding, 
beautiful  and  bold  as  it  undoubtedly  was  !    The  reader  ii  referred  to  an  account 
of  a  preciously  bound  diminutive  godly  book  (once  belonging  to  Q.  Elizabeth), 
in  the  first  volume  of  my  edition  of  the  British  Typographical  AtUiquitieSf  p.  88  ; 
for  which  I  imderstand  the  present  owner  asks  the  sum  of  160/ ;  We  find  ^lat  in 
the  sixteenth  year  of  Elizabeth's  reign,  she  was  in  possession  of  "  Gone  Gospell 
booke  covered  with  tissue  and  garnished  on  th*  onside  with  the  crucifix  and  the 
Queene's  badges  of  silver  guilt,  pois  with  wodde,  leaves,  i^id  all,  cdj.  os.*' 
Arehaoloffia,  voL  xiii,  221.    I  am  in  possession  of  the  covers  of  a  book,  boimd 
(A.  D.  1569)  in  thick  paSrohment  or  vellum,  which  has  the  whole  length  portrait 
of  Luther  on  one  side,  and  of  Calvin  on  the  other.    These  portraits,  which  are 
executed  with  unconmion  spirit  and  accuracy,  are  encircled  with  a  profusion  of 
ornamental  borders  of  the  most  exquisite  taste  and  richness.    We  shaU  speak 
occasionally  of  more  modem  book-binding  as  we  proceed.    Meanwhile,  let  the 
curious  bibliomaniac  glance  his  eye  upon  the  copper-plate  print  which  faces 
this  concluding  sentence — where  he   will  see  fao-similes  of  the  portraits  just 
mentioned. 

*  See  the  recent  very  beautiful  edition  of  Sir  Ralph  Sadler^s  SUUe  Papers, 
vol.  ii.,  p.  590. 

t  See  the  Caiahgw  qf  IL  Smith's  BooLs,  1682,  ito.,  p.  199  (falsely  numbered 
275),  n«.  94. 
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Lord  Oxford  spared  no  expense  for  books ;  and  Dr.  Mead, 
who  trod  closely  upon  their  heels^  cared  not  at  what 
price  he  purchased  his  Editiones  Prmdpes,  and  all  the 
grand  books  which  stamped  such  a  value  upon  his  col- 
lection. And  yety  let  us  look  at  the  priced  catalogue  cf 
his  library,  or  at  that  of  his  successor  Dr.  Askew,  and 
compare  the  sums  then  given  for  those  now  offered  for 
similar  works !" 

Lis.  You  allude  to  a  late  sale  in  Pall  Mall,  of  one  of 
the  choicest  and  most  elegant  libraries  ever  collected  by 
a  man  of  letters  and  taste  ? 

'^I  do,  Lisardo— but  see  we  are  just  entering  the 
smoke  and  bustle  of  London ;  and  in  ten  minutes  shall 
have  reached  the  scene  of  action." 

Phil.    How  do  you  feel  ? 

Lis.  Why,  tolerably  cahn.  My  pulse  beats  as  leisurely 
as  did  my  Lord  Strafford's  at  his  trial — or  (to  borrow 
Hamlet's  phrase) 

— as  yours,  it  doth  temperately  keep  time, 
And  makes  as  healthful  music 

Phil.  Ninety-five  to  the  minute !  You  are  just  now  in 
a  fit  frame  of  mind  to  write  a  political  pamphlet.  Pray 
consider  what  will  be  the  issue  of  this  madness  ? 

Lis.  No. more!  Now  for  my  catalogue;  and  let  me 
attend  to  my  marks.  But  our  friend  is  not  forgetful  of 
his  promise  ? 

Phil.  I  dare  say  he  will  assist  us  in  regulating  the 
prices  we  ought  to  give — and  more  particularly  in  making 
us  acquainted  with  the  most  notable  book-collectors. 

Upon  my  readily  acquiescing  in  their  demand,  we 
leapt  fix)m  the  chaise  (giving  orders  for  it  to  attend  by 
three  o'clock)    and  hurried    immediately  up  stairs  into 
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The  clock  had  struck  twelve,  and  in  half  an  hour  the 
sale  was  to  begin.  Not  more  than  nine  or  ten  gentlemen 
were  strolling  about  the  room :  some  examining  the 
volumes  which  were  to  be  sold,  and  making  hierogly- 
phical  marks  thereupon,  in  their  catalogues  :  some  giving 
commissions  to  the  clerk  who  entered  their  names,  with 
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the  sums  they  intended  staking^  in  a  manner  equally 
hieroglyphical.  Others,  again,  seemed  to  be  casting  an 
eye  of  yacancy  over  the  whole  collection ;  or  waiting  till 
a  book  firiend  arrived  with  whom  they  might  enter  into  a 
little  chat  You  observe,  my  friends,  said  I,  softly,  yonder 
active  and  keen-visaged  gentleman  ?  'Tis  Lbpidus.  Like 
Magliabechi,  oontait  with  frugal  fare  and  frugal  clothing* 
and  preferring  the  riches  of  a  library  to  those  of  house- 
fiurniture,  he  is  insatiable  in  his  bibliomaniacal  appetites. 
^  Long  experience  has  made  him  sage :"  and  it  is  not 
therefore  without  just  reason  that  his  opinions  are 
courted,  and  considered  as  almost  oracular.  You  will 
find  that  he  will  take  his  old  station,  commanding  the 
right  or  left  wing  of  the  auctioneer ;  and  that  he  will 
enliven,  by  the  gaiety  and  shrewdness  of  his  remarks, 
the  drde  that  more  immediately  surrounds  him.  Some 
there  are  who  will  not  bid  'till  Lepidus  bids ;  and  who 
surrender  all  discretion  and  opinion  of  their  own  to  his 
universal  book-knowledge.  The  consequence  is  that 
Lepidus  can,  with  difficulty,  make  purchases  for  his  own 
library ;  and  a  thousand  dexterous  and  happy  ma- 
noeuvres are  of  necessity  obliged  to  be  practised  by  him, 
whenever  a  rare  or  curious  book  turns  up.  How  many 
fine  collections  has  this  sagacious  bibliomaniac  seen 
disposed  of!  Like  Nestor,  who  preaches  about  the  fine 
fellows  he  remembered  in  his  youth,  Lepidus  (although 
barely  yet.  in  his  grand  climacteric  !)  will  depicture,  with 
moving  eloquence,  the  numerous  precious  volumes  of 
iar-famed  collectors,  which  he  has  seen,  like  Macbeth's 
witches, 

'<  Ck)me  like  shadows,  so  depart  1" 

And  when  any  particular  class  of  books,  now  highly 
coveted,  but  formerly  little  esteemed,  comes  under  the 
hammer,  and  produces  a  large  sum, — ah  then  !  'tis  plea- 
sant to  hear  Lepidus  exclaim — 

O  mih^  pisBteritos  referat  si  Jupiter  annos  ! 

*  Tenni  cnltu,  victuque  conientuB,  quidquid  ei  pecuniss  snperaret  in  omnigentt 
eroditioiUB  libros  companindos  erogabat,  seleotisninamque  yoluminnm  moltitu- 
dinem  ea  menie  adqnisint,  ut  aliquando  poaBet  public»  utilitati-— dicari,  Pm^. 
BibL  Mofflidb.  a  Fotsio,  p.  z. 
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Justly  respectable  as  are  his  scholarship  and  good  sense, 
he  is  not  what  you  may  call  a  fashunujibU  collector; 
for  old  chronicles  and  romances  are  most  rigidly  dis- 
carded from  his  library.  Talk  to  him  of  Hoffinen, 
SchoettgeniuSy  Rosenmuller,  and  Michaelis,  and  he  will 
listen  courteously  to  your  conversation;  but  when  you 
expatiate,  however  learnedly  and  rapturously,  upon 
Froissart  and  Prince  Arthur,  he  will  tell  you  that  he  has 
a  heart  of  stone  upon  t}ie  subject ;  and  that  even  a  clean 
uncut  copy  of  an  original  impression  of  each,  by  Verard 
or  by  Caxton,  would  not  bring  a  single  tear  of  sympa- 
thetic transport  in  his  eyes. 

Lis.  I  will  not  fail  to  pay  due  attention  to  so  extra- 
ordinary and  interesting  a  character — for  see,  he  is 
going  to  take  his  distinguished  station  in  the  approach- 
ing contest.  The  hammer  of  the  worthy  auctioneer, 
which  I  suppose  is  of  as  much  importance  as  was  Sir 
Fopling's  periwig  of  old,*  upon  the  stage — the  hammer 
is  upon  the  desk! — The  company  begin  to  increase  and 
close  their  ranks;  and  the  din  of  battle  will  shortly  be 
heard.  Let  us  keep  these  seats.  Now,  tell  me  who  is 
yonder  strange  looking  gentleman  ? 

"'Tis  MusTAPHA,  a  vender  of  books.  Consuetudine 
invalescens,  ac  veluti  callum  diutuma  cogitatione  obdu- 
cens,t  he  comes  forth,  like  an  alchemist  from  his  labo- 
ratory, with  hat  and  wig  *  sprinkled  with  learned  dust,* 
and  deals  out  his  censures  with  as  little  ceremony  as 
correctness.  It  is  of  no  consequence  to  him  by  whom 
positions  are  advanced,  or  truth  is  established ;  and  he 
hesitates  very  little  about  calling  Baron  Heinecken  a 
Tom  fool,  or******  a  shameless  Impostor.'     If  your 


*  See  Warburton*s  piquant  note,  in  Mr.  Bowles's  edition  of  Pope^i  Worki, 
vol.  y.y  p.  116.  "This  remarkable  periwiy  (says  he)  usually  made  its  entrance 
upon  the  stage  in  a  sedan  chair,  brought  in  by  two  chairmen  with  infinite  ap- 
probation of  the  audience."  The  tnuff-hox  of  Mr.  L.  has  not  a  less  impoBing 
air ;  and  when  a  high-priced  book  is  balancing  between  15^.  and  20/.  it  is  a  fearful 
signal  of  its  reaching  an  additional  siim,  if  Mr.  L.  should  lay  down  his  hammer, 
and  delve  into  this  said  crumple-horned  snuff-box  1 

t  The  curious  reader  may  soe  the  entire  caustic  passage  in  Spizelius*s  Infelix 
LUeratus,  p.  435. 
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library  were  as  choice  and  elegant  as  Dr.  H  ***** ** 
he  would  tell  you  that  his  own  disordered  shelves  and 
badly  coated  books  presented  an  infinitely  more  precious 
collection  ;    nor  must  you  be  at  all  surprised  at  this — ^for^ 
like  Braithwait's  Upotomis, 

• 

'  Though  weak  in  judgment,  in  opinion  strong ;' 

or,  like  the  same  author's  Meilixos^ 

'  Who  deems  all  wisdom  treasured  in  his  pate/ 

our  book-vender,  in  the  catalogues  which  he  puts  forth, 
shews  himself  to  be  'a  great  and  bold  carpenter  of 
words  ;'*  overcharging  the  description  of  his  own  vo- 
lumes with  tropes,  metaphors,  flourishes,  and  common- 
place authorities;  the  latter  of  which  one  would  think 
had  but  recently  come  under  his  notice,  as  they  had  been 
already  before  the  public  in  various  less  ostentatious 
forms/' 

Phil.  Are  you  then  an  enemy  to  booksellers,  or  to 
their  catalogues  when  interlaced  with  bibliographical 
notices  ? 

*^  By  no  means,  Philemon.  I  think  as  highly  of  our 
own  as  did  the  author  of  the  Aprosian  libraryt  of  the 
Dutch  booksellers ;  and  I  love  to  hear  thai  die  biblio- 
graphical labour  bestowed  upon  a  catalogue  has  an- 
swered the  end  proposed,  by  sharpening  the  appetites  of 
purchasers.  But  the  present  is  a  different  case.  Mus- 
tapha  might  have  learnt  good  sense  and  good  manners, 

•  CcryaJCi  Crudiiies,  ▼ol.  i,  sign.  (b.  6.)  edit.  1776. 

t  See  pages  103-4,  of  Wolfius'a  edition  of.the  Bibliotheca  Aprosiana,  1784,  8vo. 
It  is  not  because  Mr.  Ford,  of  Manchester,  has  been  kind  enough  to  present  me 
with  one  of  the  rix  copies  of  Ms  last  catalogue  oi  books,  printed  upon  STBONa 
wwTiNa  PAPER— that  I  take  this  opportunity  of  praising  the  contents  of  it,— but 
that  his  catalogues  are  to  be  praised  for  the  pains  which  he  exhibits  in  describing 
his  books,  and  in  referring  to  numerous  bibliographical  authorities  in  the  descrip- 
tion. While  upon  this  subject,  let  me  recommend  the  youthful  bibliomaniac  to 
get  possession  of  Mr.  Edwards's  catalogues,  and  especially  of  that  of  1794.  If 
such  a  catalogue  were  but  recently  published,  it  would  be  one  of  the  pleasantest 
breakfast  lounges  imaginable  to  tick  off  %  few  of  the  yolumee  with  the  hope  of 
possessing  them  at  the  prices  therein  afixed. 
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from  his  right  hand,  or  left  hand,  or  opposite,  neighboar ; 
but  he  is  either  too.concdted,  or  too  obstinate,  to  have 
recourse  to  such  aid.  What  is  very  remarkable,  althoogfa 
he  is  constantly  ideclaiming  against  the  enormous  sums 
of  money  given  for  books  at  public  auctions,  Mustapha 
doth  not  scruple  to  push  the  purchaser  to  thie  last  far- 
thing of  his  commission ;  from  a  ready  knack  which  he 
hath  acquired,  by  means  of  some  magical  art  in  his 
foresaid  laboratory,  of  deciphering  the  same ;  thus  adopt- 
ing in  a  most  extraordinary  manner,  the  very  line  of 
conduct  himself  which  he  so  tartly  censures  in  others. 

Phil.  Was  this  the  gentleman  whose  catal<^^e  (as 
you  shewed  me)  contained  the  fascinating  colophon  of 
Juliana  Bemer's  book  of  hawking,  hunting,  and  heraldry^ 
printed  in  the  year  1486,  subjoined  to  a  copy  of  the 
common  reprint  of  it  by  Gervase  Markham — thereby 
provoking  a  thousand  inquiries  after  the  book,  as  if  it 
had  been  the  first  edition  ? 

"  The  same,"  resumed  I.  "  But  let  us  leave  such  ridi- 
culous vanity." 

Lis.  Who  is  that  gentleman,  standing  towards  the 
right  of  the  auctioneer,  and  looking  so  intently  upon  his 
catalogue  ? 

"You  point  to  my  ftiend  Bernardo.  He  is  thus 
anxious,  because  an  original  fragment  of  the  fair  lady's 
work,  which  you  have  just  mentioned,  is  coining  under 
the  hammer;  and  powerftil  indeed  must  be  the  object  to 
draw  his  attention  another  way.  The  demure  prioress 
of  Sopewell  abbey  is  his  ancient  sweetheart ;  and  he  is 
about  introducing  her  to  his  friends,  by  a  union  with 
her  as  close  and  as  honourable  as  that  of  wedlock. 
Engaged  in  a  laborious  profession  (the  duties  of  which 
are  faithfully  performed  by  him)  Bernardo  devotes  his 
few  leisure  hours  to  the  investigation  of  old  works; 
thinking  with  the  ancient  poet,  quoted  by  Ashmole,  that 


•out  of  old  fields  as  men  saythe 


Cometh  all  this  new  come  fro  yeare  to  yeare ; 
And  out  of  olde  Bokes  in  good  faythe 
Cometh  all  this  scyence  that  men  leaie : 
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or,  with  AshmolQ  himself ;  that  old  words  have  strong 
emphasis :  others  may  look  upon  them  as  rubbish  or 
trifles,  but  they  are  grossly  mistaken :  for  what  some 
light  brains  may  esteem  as  foolish  toys,  deeper  judgments 
can  and  will  value  as  sound  and  serious  matter.*' 

"  If  you  ask  me  whether  Bernardo  be  always  success- 
ful in  his  labours,  I  should  answer  you,  as  I  have  told 
him.  No :  for  the  profit '  and  applause  attendant  upon 
them  are  not  commensurate  with  his  exertions.  More- 
over, I  do  verily  think  that,  in  some  few  instances,  he 
sacrifices  his  judgment  to  another's  whim ;  by  a  reluct- 
ance to  put  out  the  strength  of  his  own  powers.  He  is 
also,  I  had  almost  said,  the  admiring  slave  of  Ritsonian 
fastidiousness ;  and  will  cry  '  pish'  if  a  n  be  put  for  a  v, 
or  a  single  e  for  a  double  one :  but  take  him  fairly  as  he 
is,  and  place  him  firmly  in  the  bibliographical  scale^ 
and  you  will  acknowledge  that  his  weight  is  far  from 
being  inconsiderable.  He  is  a  respectable,  and  every 
way  a  praise-worthy  man :  and  although  he  is  conti- 
nually walking  in  a  thick  forest  of  black  letter,  and 
would  prefer  a  book  printed  before  the  year  1550,  to  a 
turtle  dressed  according  to  the  rules  of  Mr.  Farley,  yet 
he  can  ever  and  anon  sally  forth  to  enjoy  a  stroll  along 
the  river  side,  with  Isaac  Waltonf  in  his  hand ;    when 

*  Theairum  Chemicum:  prolog,  sign.  A.  8.  rev.:  B.  4.  rect.  The  channs  of 
ancient  phraseology  had  been  before  not  less  eloquently  described  by  Wolfius : 
"  Habet  hoc  jucundi  prLsconim  quorundam  obsoleta  dictio,  ao  suo  quodam  mode 
rudius  oomta  oratio,  at  ex  ea  plus  intelligamus  quam  dioitur ;  plus  significetur 
qnam  effertur."  L»ct.  Memordb,  KpuU  Ded,  fol.  xiv.  rey.  Of  Wolfius,  and  of 
this  his  work,  the  reader  will  find  some  mention  at  page  110,  ante. 

f  "  Let  me  take  this  opportunity  of  recommending  the  amiable  and  Tenerable 
Isaac  Waltoit's  Complete  Angler:  a  work  the. most  singular  of  its  kind, 
breathing  therery  spirit  of  contentment,  of  quiet^  and  ana£fected  philanthrophy, 
and  interspersed  with  some  beautiful  relics  of  poetry,  old  songs,  and  ballads." 
So  speaks  the  Rer.  W.  Lisle  Bowles,  in  his  edition  of  Pope^i  Works,  vol  i,  p.  185. 
To  which  I  add— Let  me  take  this  opportunity  of  recommending  Mr.  Bagster's 
vei^  beautiful  and  creditable  reprint  of  Sir  John  Hawkin's  edition  of  Walton's 
amusing  little  book.  The  plates  in  it  are  as  tme  as  they  are  brilliant:  and  the 
bibliomaniac  may  gratify  his  appetite,  however  voracious,  by  having  copies  of  it 
upon  paper  of  all  sizes.  Mr.  Bagster  has  also  very  recently  published  an  exqui- 
site facsimile  of  the  original  edition  of  old  Isaac.  Perhaps  I  ought  not  to  call  it 
a  fac-simile,  for  it  is,  in  many  respects,  more  beautifully  executed. 
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^  he  hath  his  wholesome  walk  and  merry,  at  his  ease :  a 
sweet  air  of  the  sweet  savour  of  the  mead  flowers,  that 
maketh  him  hungry.'* 

''But  see — ^the  hammer  is  vibrating,  at  an  angle  of 
twenty-two  and  a  half,  over  a  large  paper  priced  cata- 
logue of  Major  Pearson's  books !  — Who  is  the  lucky 
purchaser  ? 

'' QuiSQUiLius : — a  victim  to  the  Bibliomania.  If  one 
single  copy  of  a  work  happen  to  be  printed  in  a  more 
particular  manner  than  another ;  and  if  the  compositor 
(clever  rogue)  happen  to  have  transposed  or  inverted  a 
whole  sentence  or  page ;  if  a  plate  or  two,  no  matter  of 
what  kind  or  how  executed;  go  along  with  it,  which  is 
not  to  be  found  in  the  remaining  copies ;  if  the  paper 
happen  to  be  unique  in  point  of  size — ^whether  maxima 
or  MINIMA  —  oh,  then,  thrice  happy  is  Quisquilius ! 
With  a  well-furnished  purse,  the  strings  of  which  are 
liberally  loosened,  he  devotes  no  small  portion  of  wealth 
to  the  accumulation  of  Prints;  and  can  justly  boast  of 
a  collection  of  which  few  of  his  contemporaries  are  pos- 
sessed. But  his  walk  in  book-collecting  is  rather  limited. 
He  seldom  rambles  into  the  luxuriancy  of  old  English 
black-letter  literature;  and  cares  still  less  for  a  va- 
riorum Latin  classic,  stamped  in  the  neat  mintage  of 
the  Elzevir  press.  Of  a  Greek  Aldm,  or  an  Italian 
Giunta,  he  has  never  yet  had  the  luxury  to  dream: — 
'trahit  sua  quemque  voluptas;'  and  let  Quisquilius  en- 
joy his  hobby-horse,  even  to  the  riding  of  it  to  death ! 
But  let  him  not  harbour  malevolence  against  supposed 
injuries  inflicted :  let  not  foolish  prejudices,  or  unmanly 
suspicions,  rankle  in  his  breast:  authors  and  book- 
collectors  arc  sometimes  as  enlightened  as  himself,  and 

*  The  readei-  may  see  all  this,  and  much  more,  dressed  in  its  andent  orthogra-' 
phio  garb,  in  a  proheme  to  the  first  edition  of  the  merry  art  of  fishing,  extracted 
by  Herbert  in  his  first  volume,  p.  181.  I  have  said  the  "  merry ,**  and  not  the 
"  coiUempJativtf*  art  of  fishing — because  we  are  informed  that  "  Tf  the  angler 
take  fyshe,  surely  tbenne  is  there  noo  man  merier  than  he  is  in  his  spyryte !  1' 
Tet  Isaao  Walton  called  this  art,  ''  The  Contemplative  Man's  Recreation.*'  But 
a  book-Jlthemum,  like  myself,  must  not  presume  to  reconcile  such  great  and 
contradictoiy  authoritiefi. 
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have  cultivated  pursuits  equally  honourable.  Their 
profession,  too^  may  sometimes  be  equally  beneficial  to 
their  fellow  creatures.  A  lew  short  years  shall  pass 
away,  and  it  will  be  seen  who  has  contributed  the  more 
eflfectively  to  the  public  stock  of  amusement  and  instruc- 
tion. We  wrap  ourselves  up  in  our  own  little  vanities 
and  weaknesses,  and,  fancying  wealth  and  wisdom  to  be 
synonymous,  vent  our  spleen  against  those  who  are 
resolutely  striving,  under  the  pressure  of  mediocrity  and 
domestic  misfortune,  to  obtain  an  honourable  subsistence 
by  their  intellectual  exertions." 

Lis.  a  truce  to  this  moralizing  strain.  Pass  we  on 
to  a  short  gentleman,  busily  engaged  yonder  in  looking 
at  a  number  of  volumes,  and  occasionally  conversing 
with  two  or  three  gentlemen  from  five  to  ten  inches  taller 
than  himself.    What  is  his  name  ? 

'^  RosicRUSius  is  his  name ;  and  an  ardent  and  inde- 
fatigable book-forager  he  is.  Although  just  now  busily 
engaged  in  antiquarian  researches  relating  to  British 
typography,  he  fancies  himself  nevertheless  deeply  inter- 
ested in  the  discovery  of  every  ancient  book  printed 
abroad.  Examine  his  little  collection  of  books,  and  you 
will  find  that 

'  There  Caxton  sleeps,  with  Wynkyn  at  his  side, 
One  clasp'd  in  wood,  and  one  in  strong  cow-hide  !"* 

— and  yet,  a  beautiftd  volume  printed  at  "  Basil  or  Hei- 
delberg makes  him  spinne:  and  at  seeing  the  word 
Frankford  or  Venice,  though  but  on  the  title  of  a  booke, 
he  is  readie  to  break  doublet,  cracke  elbows,  and  over- 
flowe  the  room  with  his  murmure."t  Bibliography  is 
his  darling  delight — "una  voluptas  et  meditatio  as- 
sidua ;"  J  and  in  defence  of  the  same  he  would  quote  you 
a  score  of  old-fashioned  authors,  fix)m  Gesner  to  Harles, 
whose  very  names  would  excite  scepticism  about  their 

*  Pope's  Dunciadf  b.  i.  v.  149. 
t  CoryaCs  CrudiHes,  vol.  i,  sign.  (b.  5.)  edit.  1776. 
X  Vita  Jacobi  Le  Long.,  p.  xz.,  Biblioth,  Sacfa,  edit.  1778. 
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existence.  He  is  the  author  of  various  works,  chiefly 
bibliographical ;  upon  which  the  voice  of  the  public  (if 
we  except  a  little  wicked  quizzing  at  his  black-letter  pro- 
pensities in  a  celebrated  North  Briton  Review)  has  been 
generally  favourable.  Although  the  old  maidenish 
particularity  of  Tom  Heame's  genius  be  not  much 
calculated  to  please  a  bibliomaniac  of  lively  parts,  yet 
Rosicrusius  seems  absolutely  enamoured  of  that  ancient 
wight ;  and  to  be  in  possession  of  the  cream  of  all  his 
pieces,  if  we  may  judge  from  what  he  has  already  pub- 
lished, and  promises  to  publish,  concerning  the  same. 
He  once  had  the  temerity  to  dabble  in  poetry  ;*  but  he 
never  could  raise  his  head  above  the  mists  which  infest 
the  swampy  ground  at  the  foot  of  Parnassus.  Still  he 
loves  ^'the  divine  art"  enthusiastically;  and  affects, 
forsooth,  to  have  a  taste  in  matters  of  engraving  and 
painting  !  .  Converse  with  him  about  Guercino  and  Albert 
Durer,  Berghem  and  Woollett,  and  tell  him  that  you 
wish  to  have  his  opinion  about  the  erection  of  a  large 
library,  and  he  will  "  give  tongue"  to  you  from  rise  to 
set  of  sun.  Wishing  him  prosperity  in  his  projected 
works,  and  all  good  fellows  to  be  his  friends,  proceed  we 
in  our  descriptive  survey." 

Lis.  I  am  quite  impatient  to  see  Atticus  in  this 
glorious  group  ;    of  whom  fame  makes  such  loud  report — 

"  Yonder  see  he  comes,  Lisardo !  *  Like  arrow  from 
the  hunter's  bow,'  he  darts  into  the  hottest  of  the  fight, 
and  beats  down  all  opposition.  In  vain  Boscardo  ad- 
vances with  his  heavy  artillery,  sending  forth  occasionally 
a  forty-eight  pounder;  in  vain  he  shifts  his  mode  of 
attack — ^now  with  dagger,  and  now  with  broadsword, 
now  in  plated,  and  now  in  quilted  armour :  nought 
avails  him.  In  every  shape  and  at  every  onset  he  is 
discomfited.  Such  a  champion  as  Atticus  has  perhaps 
never  before  appeared  within  the  arena  of  book-gla- 
diators : 

'Blest  with  talents,  wealth,  and  taste ;'t 

*  See  the  note  p.  11,  in  the  first  edition  of  the  Bibliomania. 
f  Dr.  Ferriar*8  Bibliomania,  ▼.  12. 
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and  gifted  with  no  common  powers  of  general  scholarship, 
he  can  easily  master  a  knotty  passage  in  Eschylus  or 
Aristotle;  and  quote  Juvenal  and  Horace  as  readily  as 
the  junior  lads  at  Eton  quote  their  ^*  As  in  prtesentir 
moreover,  he  can  enter,  with  equal  ardour,  into  a  minute 
discussion  abput  the  romance  literature  of  the  middle 
ages,  and  the  dry  though  useful  philology  of  the  Grerman 
school  during  the  16th  and  17th  centuries.  In  the 
pursuit  after  rare,  curious,  and  valuable  books,  nothing 
daunts  or  depresses  him.  With  a  mental  and  bodily 
constitution  such  as  few  possess,  and  with  a  perpetual 
succession  of  new  objects  rising  up  before  him,  he  seems 
hardly  .  ever  conscious  of  the  vicissitudes  of  the  seasons, 
and  equally  indifferent  to  petty  changes  in  politics.  The 
cutting  blasts  of  Siberia,  or  the  fainting  heat  of  a  Maltese 
sirocco,  would  not  make  him  halt,  or  divert  his  course, 
in  the  pursuit  of  a  favourite  volume,  whether  in  the 
Greek,  Latin,  Spanish,  or  Italian  language.  But  as  all 
human  efforts,  however  powerftd,  if  carried  on  without 
intermission,  must  have  a  period  of  cessation ;  and  as 
the  most  active  body  cannot  be  at  '^  Thebes  and  at 
Athens"  at  the  same  moment ;  so  it  follows  that  Atticus 
cannot  be  at  every  auction  and  carry  away  every  prize. 
His  rivals  narrowly  watch,  and  his  enemies  closely 
way-lay,  him ;  and  his  victories  are  rarely  bloodless  in 
consequence.  If,  like  Darwin's  whale,  which  swallows 
'^  millions  at  a  gulp,"  Atticus  should,  at  one  auction, 
purchase  from  two  to  seven  hundred  volumes,  he  must 
retire,  like  the  "  Boa  Constrictor,^*  for  digestion :  and 
accordingly  he  does,  for  a  short  season,  withdraw  him- 
self from,  "the  busy  hum"  of  sale  rooms,  to  collate, 
methodize,  and  class  his  newly  acquired  treasures — to 
repair  what  is  defective,  and  to  beautify  what  is  de- 
formed.   Thus  rendering  them  "companions  meet"   for 

their  brethren  in  the  rural  shades  of  H Hall ;  where, 

in  gay  succession,  stands  many  a  row,  heavily  laden  with 
"  rich  and  rare"  productions.  In  this  rural  retreat,  or 
academic  bower,  Atticus  spends  a  due  portion  of  the 
autunmal  season  of  the  year ;  now  that  the  busy  scenes 
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of  book-auctions  in  the  metropolis  have  changed  their 
character — and  dreary  silence,  and  stagnant  dirt,  have 
succeeded  to  noise  and  flying  particles  of  learned  dust 

''Here,  in  his  ancestral  abode,  Atticus  can  happily 
exdiange  the  microscopic  investigation  of  books  for  the 
charms  and  manly  exercises  of  a  rural  life;  eclipsing,  in 
this  particular,  the  celebrity  of  Caesar  Antoninus ;  who 
had  not  universality  of  talent  sufficient  to  imite  the  love 
of  hawking  and  hunting  with  the  passion  for  book- 
collecting.*  The  sky  is  no  soonar  dappled  o'er  with  the 
first  morning  sun-beams,  than  up  starts  our  distinguished 
bibliomaniac,  either  to  shoot  or  to  hunt ;  either  to  realize 
all  the  fine  things  which  Pope  has  written  about ''  lifting 
the  tube,  and  levelling  the  eye  ;"t  or  to  join  the  jolly 
troop  while  they  chant  the  hunting  song  of  his  poetical 
friend.}:  Meanwhile,  his  house  is  not  wanting  in 
needful  garniture  to  render  a  country  residence  most 
congenial.  His  cellars  below  vie  with  his  library  above. 
Besides  "the  brown  October" — "drawn  firom  his  dark 
retreat  of  thirty  years" — and  the  potent  comforts  of  every 

*  This  anecdote  is  given  on  the  authority  of  Kesner's  Pandeett,  fol.  29 :  root. 
*AXXoi  tu9  "iincmv  (says  the  grave  AntoDinufl)  '<iiXXoi  8c  6py}«*y,  aXAoi  9i|p2«v 
ifimffv :  |^o£  t4  ^fiXUiv  mny^cwt  Ik  «-at8otp/ov  invos  circn^ja  w6$om,* 

t  See  Pope's  Windtar  Forest,  ver.  110  to  134. 

t  Waken  lords  and  ladies  gay ; 
On  the  mountain  dawns  the  day. 
All  the  jolly  chase  ii  here. 
With  hawk  and  horse  and  hunting  spear : 
Hounds  are  in  their  couples  yelling. 
Hawks  are  whistling,  horns  are  knelling ; 
Merrily,  merrily,  mingle  they. 
"  Waken  loi^  and  ladies  gay/' 

Waken  lords  and  ladies  gay. 
The  mist  has  left  the  mountain  grey. 
Springletsin  the  dawn  are  steaming. 
Diamonds  on  the  lake  are  gleaming ; 
And  foresters  have  busy  been. 
To  track  the  buck  in  thicket  green  : 
Now  we  come  to  chaunt  our  lay, 
"  Waken  lords  and  ladies  gay.'* 

HuNTiNa  SOKQ,  by  Walter  Scott :  the  remaining  stanzas  will  be  found  in  the 
Edinb.  Annual  Register,  vol.  i.,  pt.  ii.,  zxviii. 
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species  of  ''barley  broth" — there  are  the  ruddier  and 
more  sparkling  juices  of  the  grape — ''  fresh  of  colour,  and 
of  look  lovely,  smiling  to  the  eyz  of  many" — as  Master 
Laneham  hath  it  in  his  celebrated  letter.*  T  shall  leave 
yoa  to  finish  the  picture,  which  such  a  sketch  may 
suggest,  by  referring  yon  to  your  favourite,  Thomson. "t 

Lis.  Your  account  of  so  extraordinary  a  bibliomaniac 
is  quite  amusing :  but  I  suspect  you  exaggerate  a  little. 

''Nay,  Lisardo,  I  speak  nothing  but  die  truth.  In 
book-Tq>utation,  Atticus  unites  all  the  activity  of  Do 
Witt  and  Lomanie,  with  the  retentii^eness  of  Magliabechi 
and  the  learning  of  Le  Long.j:  And  yet — he  has  his 
peccant  part" 

Lis.    Speak,  I  am  anxious  to  know. 

"Yes,  Lisardo;  although  what  Ldchius  hath  said  of 
the  library  attached  to  the  senate-house  of  Leipsic  be 
justly  apfdicable  to  his  own  extraordinary  collection§ — 
yet  Atticus  doth  sometimes  sadly  err.  He  has  now  and 
then  an  ungovernable  passion  to  possess  more  copies  of 
a  book  than  there  were  ever  parties  to  a  deed,  or  stamina 
to  a  plant:  and  therefore  I  cannot  call  him  a  dupli- 
cate or  triplicate  collector.  His  best  friends  scold — ^his 
most  respectable  rivals  censure — and  a  whole  'mob  of 
gentlemen'  who  think  to  collect  'with  ease,'  threaten 
vengeance  against — him,  for  this  despotic  spirit  which 
he  evinces ;  and  which  I  fear  nothing  can  stay  or  modify 
but  an  act  of  parliament  that  no  gentleman  shall  pur- 
chase more  than  two  copies  of  a  work  ;  one  for  his  town, 
the  other  for  his  country,  residence. 

*  "  Wkearin  part  qftke  JSniertainment  untoo  ike  Queem  Majetty  of  KUlijigworth 
CtoUin  Warwick  SKttr,  kc,,  1576,  U  tupiijied."  edit.  1764,  p.  14. 

t  J  Ktestis  V.  519,  701,  &o. 

t  The  reader  will  be  pleased  to  turn  for  one  minute  to  pages  49,  85,  86, 
ante. 

§  SiTignlaria  dus  ac  propensi,  in  iuvandam  eruditionem  studii  insigne  imprimis 
mooumentum  ezstat,  Bibliotheca  instmctissima,  sacrarium  bonse  menti  dicatum, 
fn  quo  omne,  quod  transmitti  ad  posteritatem  meretur,  copiose  reconditum  est. 
2>s  Orig.  ei  IneremaU,  Tjfpog,  LipticHt.    Lips.  An.  Tt/pog.  tec.  iii.,  sign.  3. 
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Phil.  But  does  he  atone  for  his  sad  error  by  bemg 
liberal  in  the  loan  of  his  volomes  ? 

'^Most  completely  so,  Philemon.  This  is  the  'pars 
melior'  of  every  book  collector,  and  it  is  indeed  the 
better  part  with  Atticos.  The  learned  and  curions,  whe- 
ther rich  or  poor,  have  always  free  access  to  his  library — 

His  YolnmeSy  open  as  his  hearty 
Delight,  amusement,  science,  a^ 
To  eveiy  ear  and  eye  impart 

His  books,  therefore,  are  not  a  stagnant  reservoir  of 
unprofitable  water,  as  are  those  of  Pontbvallo's  ;  bat 
like  a  thousand  rills,  which  run  down  from  the  lake  on 
Snowdon's  summit,  after  a  plentiful  fall  of  rain,  they 
serve  to  fertilize  and  adorn  every  thing  to  which  they 
extend.  In  consequence,  he  sees  himself  reflected  in  a 
thousand  mirrors :  and  has  a  right  to  be  vain  of  the 
numerous  dedications  to  him,  and  of  the  richly  orna- 
mented robes  in  which  he  is  attired  by  his  grateful 
friends/' 

Lis.  Long  life  to  Atticus,  and  to  all  such  book  heroes  1 
Now  pray  inform  me  who  is  yonder  gentleman,  of  ma- 
jestic mien  and  shape  ? — and  who  strikes  a  stranger  with 
as  much  interest  as  Agamenmon  did  Priam — ^when  the 
Grecian  troops  passed  at  a  distance  in  order  of  review, 
while  the  Trojan  monarch  and  Helen  were  gossipping 
with  each  other  on  the  battlements  of  Troy ! 

''  That  gentleman,  Lisardo,  is  Hortbnsius  ;  who,  you 
see  is  in  close  conversation  with  an  intimate  friend  and 
fellow-bibliomaniac — ^that  ycleped  is  (Jlpian.  They  ar^ 
both  honourable  members  of  an  honourable  profession ; 
and  although  they  have  formerly  sworn  to  purchase  no 
old  book  but  MachUnia's  first  edition  of  Littleton's 
Tenures,  yet  they  cannot  resist,  now  and  then,  the 
delicious  impulse  of  becoming  masters  of  a  black-letter 
chronicle  or  romance.  Taste  and  talent  of  various  kind 
they  both  possess ;  and  'tis  truly  pleasant  to  see  gen- 
tlemen and.  scholars,  engaged  in  a  laborious  profession, 
in  which,  comparatively,  *  little  vegetation  quickens,  and 
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few  salatary  plants  take  root/  finding  '  a  pleasant  grove 
tor  their  wits  to  walk  in'  amidst  rows  of  beautifully 
bound,  and  intrinsically  precious,  volumes.  They  feel  it 
delectable,  'from  the  loop-holes  of  such  a  retreat/  to 
peep  at  the  multifarious  pursuits  of  their  brethren ;  and 
while  they  discover  some  busied  in  a  perversion  of  book- 
taste,  and  others  preferring  the  short-lived  pleasures  of 
sensual  gratifications  —  which  must  'not  be  named' 
among  good  bibliomaniacs — ^they  can  sit  comfortably  by 
thenr  fire-sides ;  and,  pointing  to  a  Mrell-fumished  library, 
say  to  thdr  wives — ^who  heartily  sympathize  in  the  sen- 
timeat — 

This  gives  us  health,  or  adds  to  life  a  day  I'** 

Lis.  When  I  come  to  town  to  settle,  pray  introduce 
me  to  these  amiable  and  sensible  bibliomaniacs.  Now 
gratify  a  curiosity  that  I  feel  to  know  the  name  and 
diaracter  of  yonder  respectably-looking  gentleman,  in 
the  dress  of  the  old  school,  who  is  speaking  in  so 
gracious  a  manner  to  Bernardo  ? 

''Tis  Lbontbs  :  a  man  of  taste,  and  an  accomplished 
antiquary.  Even  yet  he  continues  to  gratify  his  favourite 
passion  for  book  and  print-collecting;  although  his 
library  is  at  once  choice  and  copious,  and  his  collection 
of  prints  exquisitely  fine.  He  yet  enjoys,  in  the  evening 
of  life,  all  that  unruffled  temper  and  gentlemanly  address 
which  delighted  so  much  in  his  younger  days,  and  which 
will  always  render  him,  in  his  latter  years,  equally  inte- 
resting and  admired.  Like  Atticus,  he  is  liberal  in  the 
loan  of  his  treasures ;  and,  as  with  him,  so  'tis  with 
Leontes — the  spirit  of  book-collecting  'assumes  the 
dignity  of  a  virtue.'t  Peace  and  comfort  be  the  atten- 
diuit  spirits  of  Leontes,  through  life,  and  in  death :  the 
happiness  of  a   better   world    await    him    beyond    the 

*  Bnithwaite's  Artcdian,  Princeue  :  .Ub.  4,  p.  15,  edit.  1686.    The  two  imme- 
dlalelj  foUowing  Tenei,  which  are  worthy  of  Diyden,  may  quietly  creep  in  here  : 

Or  helps  decayed  beaaty,  or  repein 
Our  obop-faU*n  cheeki,  or  winter-molted  haln. 

t  Edinlmrgh  Rtolew,  voL  xiiL,  p.  118. 
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grave !  His  memory  will  always  be  held  in  reverence  by 
honest  bibliomaniacs ;  and  a  due  sense  of  his  kindness 
towards  myself  shall  constantly  be  impressed  upon  m&— 

Dam  memor  ipse  mei,  dum  apiritus  hoe  i^gret  artiu. 

Phil.  Amen.  With  Leontes  I  suppose  you  dose  your 
account  of  the  most  notorious  bibliomaniacs  who  gene- 
rally attend  book  sales  in  person  ;  for  I  observe  no  other 
person  who  mingles  with  those  already  described — unless 
indeed^  three  very  active  young  ones^  who  occasionally 
converse  with  each  other^  and  now  and  th^i  have  their 
names  affixed  to  some  very  expensive  purchases — 

''  They  are  the  three  Mbrcurii,  oftentimes  deputed  by 
distinguished  bibliomaniacs:  who>  fearftd  of  the  diaip- 
shooting  powers  of  their  adversaries,  if  they  themtehes 
should  appear  in  the  ranks,  like  prudent  graierals,  keep 
aloof.  But  their  aides-de-camp  are  not  always  snccessfiil 
in  their  missions ;  for  such  is  the  obstinacy  with  whidi 
book-battles  are  now  contested,  that  it  requires  three 
times  the  number  of  guns  and  weight  of  metal  to  accom- 
plish a  particular  object  to  what  it  did  when  John  Duke 
of  Marlborough  wore  his  full-bottomed  periwig  at  the 
battle  of  Blenheim. 

'^  Others  there  are,  again,  who  employ  these  Mercurii 
from  their  own  inability  to  attend  in  person,  owing  to 
distance,  want  of  time,  and  other  similar  causes.  Hence, 
many  a  desperate  bibliomaniac  keeps  in  the  back*-ground  ; 
while  the  public  are  wholly  unacquainted  with  his 
curious  and  rapidly-increasing  treasures.  Hence  Sir 
Tristram,  embosomed  in  his  forest-retreat, 

—down  the  steepy  linn 
That  herns  his  little  garden  in^ 

is  constantly  increasing  his  stores  of  tales  of  genii, 
fairies,  fays,  ghosts,  hobgoblins,  magicians,  highwaymen, 
and  desperadoes — and  equally  acceptable  to  him  is  a 
copy  of  Castalio's  elegant  version  of  Homer,  and  of  St. 
Dunstan's  book  '^  De  Occulta  Philosophia  ;**  concerning 
which  lattter,   Elias    Ashmole  is  vehement    in  commen- 
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dation.*  From  all  these  (after  melting  them  down  in  his 
own  unparalleled  poetical  crucible— which  hath  charms 
as  potent  as  the  witches'  cauldron  in  Macbeth)  he  gives 
the  world  many  a  wondrous-sweet  song.  Who  that  has 
read  the  exquisite  poems^  of  the  fame  of  which  all  Britain 
'rings  firom  side  to  side/  shall  deny  to  such  ancient 
legends  a  power  to  charm  and  instruct  ?  Or  who,  that 
possesses  a  copy  of  Prospbro's  excellent  volumes,  al- 
though composed  in  a  diflferent  strain  (yet  still  more 
fridtfiil  in  andent  matters),  shall  not  love  the  memory 
and  exalt  the  renown  of  such  transcendent  biblioma- 
niacs ?  The  library  of  Prospero  is  indeed  acknowledged 
to  be  without  a  rival  in  its  way.  How  pleasant  it  is, 
dear  I%ilemon,  only  to  contemplate  such  a  goodly  pros- 
pect of  degantiy  bound  volumes  of  old  English  and 
French  literature ! — and  to  think  of  the  matchless  stores 
which  they  contain,  relating  to  our  ancient  popular  tales 
and  romantic  legends ! 

''  Allied  to  this  library,  in  the  general  comfdexion  of 
its  literary  treasures,  is  that  of  Margbllus  :  while  in 
the  possession  of  numberless  rare  and  precious  volumes 
rdating  to  the  drama,  and  especially  to  his  beloved 
Shakespeare,  it  must  be  acknowledged  that  Marcellus 
hath  somewhat  the  superiority.  Meritorious  as  have 
been  his  labours  in  the  illustration  of  our  immortal  bard, 
he  is  yet  as  zealous,  vigilant,  and  anxious,  as  ever,  to 
aecumidate  every  thing  which  may  tend  to  the  further 
illustration  of  Imn.  Enter  his  book-cabinet;  and  with 
the  sight  of  how  many  tmique  pieces  and  tracts  are  your 
ardent  eyes  blessed !  Just  so  it  is  with  Aurblius  !  He 
also,  with  the  three  last  mentioned  bibliomaniacs,  keeps 
ap  a  constant  fire  at  book  auctions ;  although  he  is  not 
personally  seen  in  securing  the  spoils  which  he  makes. 
Unparalleled  as  an  antiquary  in  Caledonian  history  and 
poetry,  and  passionately  attached  to  every  thing  con- 
nected with  the  fate  of  the  lamented  Mary,  as  well  as 

*  He  who  shall  have  the  happiness  to  meet  with  St.  Dunatan's  Worke  "  De 
OeaUla  PkUotophia,**  may  therein  reade  such  stories  as  will  make  him  amaz'd,  &o. 
Pkolegom.  to  bis  Tktatrvm  Chemioim,  sign  A.,  4.  rev. 
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with  that  ol  the  great  poetical  contemporaries^  Spenser 
and  Shakespeare^  Aurelius  is  indefatigable  in  the  pursuit 
of  such  ancient  lore  as  may  add  value  to  the  stores, 
however  precious^  which  he  possesses.  His  Noctes  Attiom, 
devoted  to  the  elucidation  of  the  history  of  his  native 
country,  will  erect  to  his  memory  a  splendid  and  impe- 
rishable monument.  These,  my  dear  friends,  these  are 
the  virtuous  and  useful,  and  therefore  salutary  ends  of 
book-collecting  and  book-reading.  Such  characters  are 
among  the  proudest  pillars  that  adorn  the  greatest 
nations  upon  earth. 

^^Let  me,  however,  not  forget  to  mention  that  there 
are  bashful  or  busy  bibliomaniacs,  who  keep  aloof  from 
book-sales,  intent  only  upon  securing,  by  means  of  these 
Mercurii,  stainless  or  large  paper  copies  of  ancient  litera- 
ture. While  Menalcas  sees  his  oblong  cabinet  decorated 
with  such  a  tall,  well-dressed,  and  perhaps  matchle&s, 
regiment  of  Variorum  Classics^  he  has  little  or  no  occa- 
sion to  regret  his  unavoidable  absence  from  the  field  of 
bajttle,  in  the  Strand  or  Pall  Mall.  And  yet — although 
he  is  environed  with  a  body  guard,  of  which  the  great 
Frederick's  father  might  have  envied  him  the  possession, 
he  cannot  help  casting  a  wishful  eye,  now  and  then,  upon 
still  choicer  and  taller  troops  which  he  sees  in  the  ter- 
ritories of  his  rivals.  I  do  not  know  whether  he  would 
not  sacrifice  the  whole  right  wing  of  his  army,  for  the 
securing  of  some  magnificent  treasures  in  the  empire  of 
his  neighbour  Rinaldo  :  for  there  he  sees,  and  adores, 
with  the  rapture-speaking  eye  of  a  classical  biblio- 
maniac, the  tall,  wide,  thick,  clean,  brilliant,  and  illu- 
minated copy  of  the  first  livy  upon  vellum — enshrined 
in  an  impenetrable  oaken  case,  covered  with  choice 
morocco ! 

^^  There  he  often  witnesses  the  adoration  paid  to  this 
glorious  object,  by  some  bookish  pilgrim,  who,  as  the 
evening  sun  reposes  softly  upon  the  hill,  pushes  onward, 
through  copse,  wood,  moor,  heath,  bramble,  and  thicket, 
to  feast  his  eyes  upon  the  mellow  lustre  of  its  leaves, 
and  upon  the  nice  execution  of  its  typography.    Menalcas 
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sees  all  this;  and  yet  has  too  noble  a  heart  to  envy 
Binaldo  his  treasures!  These  bibliomaniacs  often  meet 
and  view  their  respective  forces ;  but  never  with  hostile 
eyes.  They  know  their  relative  strength ;  and  wisely 
console  themselves  by  being  each  'eminent  in  his  de- 
gree/ Like  Corr^o,  they  are  '  also  painters'  in  their 
way." 

Phil.  A  well-a-day^  Lisardo !  Does  not  this  recital 
chill  your  blood  with  despair  ?  Instead  of  making  your 
purchases^  you  are  only  listening  supinely  to  our 
friend ! 

Lis.  Not  exactly  so.  One  of  these  obliging  Mercurii 
has  already  executed  a  few  commissions  for  me.  You 
forget  that  our  friend  entered  into  a  little  chat  with  him, 
just  before  we  took  possession  of  our  seats.  As  to  de- 
spair of  obtaining  book-gems  similar  to  those  of  the 
four  last  mentioned  bibliomaniacs,  I  know  not  what  to 
say — yet  this  I  think  must  be  granted:  no  one  could 
make  a  better  use  of  them  than  their  present  owners. 
See,  the  elder  Mercurius  comes  to  tell  me  of  a  plea- 
sant acquisition  to  my  library !  What  a  murmur  and 
confusion  prevail  about  the  auctioneer !  Grood  news,  I 
trust? 

At  this  moment  Lisardo  received  intelligence  that  he 
had  obtained  possession  of  the  catalogues  of  the  books* of 
Bunau,  Crevenna,  and  Pinelli ;  and  that,  after  a  desperate 
struggle  with  Quisquilius,  he  came  off  victorious  in  a 
contest  for  De  Bure's  BibUograpkie  Instructive,  Oaignat's 
CcUalogue,  and  the  two  copious  ones  of  the  Duke  de 
la  VaUiere :  these  four  latter  being  half-bound  and  uncut, 
in  nineteen  volumes.  Transport  lit  up  the  countenance  of 
Lisardo,  upon  his  receiving  this  intelligence ;  but  as  plea- 
sure and  pain  go  hand  in  hand  in  this  world,  so  did  this 
young  and  unsuspecting  bibliomaniac  evince  heavy  auc- 
tion, on  being  told  that  he  had  failed  in  his  attack  upon 
the  best  editions  of  Le  Long's  BibUotheca  Sacra,  Fresnoy's 
Mithode  pour  etudier  FHistoire,  and  Baillet's  Jugemens 
des  Savons — ^these  having  been  carried  off,  at  the  point 
of  the  bayonet,  by  an  irresistible  onset  from  Atticus. 
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Remember,  my  friend/'  said  I^  in  a  soothing  strain, 
'^  remember  that  you  are  bat  a  Polydore ;  and  must  ex- 
pect to  fall  when  you  encounter  Achilles.*  Think  of  the 
honour  you  have  acquired  in  this  day's  glorious  contest ; 
and,  when  you  are  drenching  your  cups  of  daret,  at 
your  hospitable  board,  contemplate  your  De  Bure  as  a 
trophy  which  will  always  make  you  respected  by  your 
visitors!  I  am  glad  to  see  you  revive.  Yet  Airther 
intelligence  ? 

Lis.  My  good  Mercurius,  for  whom  a  knife  and  fork 
shall  always  be  laid  at  my  table,  has  just  informed  me 
that  Clement's  BibUotheque  Curieuse,  and  Panzer's  Typo^ 
graphical  Annab,  are  knocked  down  to  me,  after  Mas- 
tapha  had  picked  me  out  for  single  combat,  and  battered 
my  breast-plate  with  a  thousand  furious  strokes  I 

'^  You  must  always,"  said  I,  '^  e3q>ect  tough  work  bam 
such  an  enemy,  who  is  frequently  both  wanton  and  wfld. 
But  I  congratulate  you  heartily  on  the  event  of  this 
day's  contest  Let  us  now  pack  up  and  pay  finr  our 
treasures.  Your  servant  has  just  entered  the  room,  and 
the  chaise  is  most  probably  at  the  door." 

Lis.  I  am  perfectly  ready.  Mercurius  tdls  me  that  the 
whole  amounts  to 

Phil.  Upwards  of  thirty  guineas  ? 

Lis.  Hard  upon  forty  pounds.  Here  is  the  draft  upon 
my  banker :  and  then  for  my  precious  tomes  of  biblio- 
graphy !  A  thousand  thanks,  my  friend.  I  love  this  place 
of  all  things;  and,  after  your  minute  account  of  the 
characters  of  those  who  frequent  it,  I  feel  a  strong 
propensity  to  become  a  deserving  member  of  so  respect- 
able a  fraternity.  Leaving  them  all  to  return  to  their 
homes  as  satisfied  as  myself,  I  wish  them  a  hearty  good 
day. 

Upon  saying  this,  we  followed  Lisardo  and  his  biblio- 


*  The  reader  may  pemae  the  a£Fecting  death  of  this  beautiful  youth,  bj  ths 
merciless  Achilles,  from  the  407  to  418th  yerse  of  the  zxth  book  of  Hcmer^g 
Iliad,  Fortunately  for  Lisardo,  he  sunrivea  the  contest,  and  erentbrealeiM 
rereuge. 
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graidiical  treasures  into  the  chaise ;  and  instantly  set 
off,  at  a  ehaip  trot,  for  the  qniet  and  comfort  of  green 
fields  and  nmning  streams.  As  we  rolled  over  West- 
minster-bridge we  bade  &rewell,  like  the  historian  of 
the  Decline  and  Fall  of  the  Roman  Empire,  to  the 

"  Famnm  et  opca  stnpituinqae  Baam." 


CHISWICK  HOUSE  u  in  ITU. 


PART   IV. 
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DB.  BENItY3  HIBTORT  OF  GREAT  BRITAIN. 

A  QAHB  OF  CBBa8.-OF  HOKAOHIBH  AND  dUVALBT. 

DINNER  AT  LOBBNZO'a 

eOHE  ACCOUNT  OP  BOOK-OOLLBCTOItS  IN  ENQLAKD. 


URING  the  first  seven 
miles  of  our  return 
from  the  busy  scene 
which  has  just  been 
described,  it  was  suf- 
ficiently obvious  that 
Lisardo  was  sufierin^ 
a  httle  under  the 
pangs  of  mortifica- 
tion. True  it  was,  he 
lad  filled  his  pocket  with  an  ampler  supply 
>f  pistoles  than  it  ever  fell  to  the  lot  of  Gil 
Slas,  at  the  same  time  of  life,  to  be  master  of ; 
>ut  be  had  not  calculated  upon  the  similar 
»ndition  of  his  competitors;  some  of  whom 
lad  yet  greater  powers  of  purchase,  and  a 
nore  resolute  determination,  as  well  as  nicer 
ikill,  in  exercising  these  powers,  than  himself. 
Thus  rushing  into  the  combat  with  the  heat 
md   vehemence   of   youth,   he    was  of  necessity 
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compeUed  to  experience  the  disappointment  attendant 
upon  sach  precipitancy.  It  vraa  in  vain  that  Philemon 
and  myself  endeavoured  to  make  him  completely  sa- 
tisfied with  his  purchase:  nothing  produced  a  look  ot 
complacency  from  him.  At  lengthy  upon  seeing  the 
rising  g^round  which  was  within  two  or  three  miles  €( 
our  respective  homes,  he  cheered  up  by  degrees;  and 
a  sudden  thought  of  the  treasures  contained  in  his 
Clement,  De  Bure  and  Panzer,  darted  a  gleam  of  satis- 
faction across  his  countenance.  His  eyes  resumed  their 
wonted  brilliancy,  and  all  the  natural  g^ety  of  his  dis- 
position returned  with  full  effect  to  banish  every  vapour 
of  melancholy.  ^'Indeed,  my  good  friend,"  said  he  to 
me — ''I  shall  always  have  reason  to  think  and  speak 
well  of  your  kindness  shewn  towards  me  this  day ;  and 
although  some  years  may  elapse  before  a  similar  col- 
lection may  be  disposed  of— and  I  must  necessarily 
wait  a  tedious  period  'ere  I  get  possession  of  Maittaire, 
Audifiredi,  and  others  of  the  old  school — yet  I  hope  to 
convince  Lysander,  on  the  exhibition  of  my  purchase, 
that  my  conversion  to  bibliography  has  been  sincere. 
Yes:  I  perceive  that  I  have  food  enough  to  dig^est, 
in  the  volumes  which  are  now  my  travelling  com- 
panions, for  two  ox  three  years  to  come— and  if,  by 
keeping  a  sharp  look-out  upon  booksellers'  catalogues 
when  they  are  first  published,  I  can  catch  hold  of  Vogt, 
Schelhom  and  Heinecken,  my  progress  in  bibliography, 
within  the  same  period,  must  be  downright  marvellous !" 
''I  congratulate  you,"  exclaimed  Philemon,  ''upon  the 
return  of  your  reason  and  good  sense.  I  began  to  think 
that  the  story  of  Orlando  had  been  thrown  away  upon 
you ;  and  that  his  regular  yearly  purchases  of  a  certain 
set  of  books,  and  making  himself  master  of  their  prin- 
cipal contents  before  he  ventured  upon  another  similar 
purchase,  had  already  been  banished  from  your  recol- 
lection." 

We  were  now  fast  approaching  the  end  of  our 
journey ;  when  the  groom  of  Lorenzo,  mounted  upon 
a  well-bred  courser,  darted  quickly  by  the  chaise,  ap- 
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parently    making   towards  my    house — ^but    on    turning 
his  heady  and  perceiving  me  within  it>  he  drew  up  and 
bade  the  postilion  stop.    A  note  from  his  master  soon 
disclosed    the    reason    of  this    interruption.      Lorenzo, 
upon  hearing  of  the  arrival  of  Lysander  and  Philemon, 
and  of  their  wish   to  visit  his  library,   had  sent  us  all 
three  a  kind  invitation  to  dine  with  him  on  the  morrow. 
His  close  intimacy  with  Lisardo   (who  was   his  neigh- 
bour) had  left  no  doubt  in  the  mind  of  the  latter  but 
that  a  similar  note  had  been   sent  to   his  own  house. 
After  telling  the  messenger  that  we  would  not  fail  to 
pay  our  respects  to  his  master,  we  drove  briskly  home- 
wards;   and  found  Lysander   sitting  on    a  stile  under 
some  wide-spreading  beech  trees,  at  the  entrance  of  the 
paddock,  expecting  our  arrival.    In  less  than   half  an 
hour  we  sat  down  to  dinner  (at  a  time  greatly  beyond 
what  I  was  accustomed  to);  regaling  Lysander,  during 
the  repast,  with  an   account  of  the  contest  we  had  wit- 
nessed ;    and   every  now  and  then  ^  preventing   Lisardo 
from  rushing  towards   his  packet  (even  in  the  midst  of 
his   fricandeau),    and    displaying    his    book  -  treasures. 
After  dinner,  our  discussion  assumed  a  more  methodical 
shape.    Lysander    bestowed    his  hearty    commendations 
upon  the  purchase ;    and,  in  order  to  whet  the  biblio- 
maniacal  appetite  of  his  young  convert,  he  slyly  ob- 
served that  his  set  of  De  Bure's  pieces  were  ha^  bound 
and  tmoit ;  and  that  by  having  them  bound  in  morocco, 
with  gilt  leaves,  he  would  excel  my  own  set;    which 
latter  was    coated  in  a   prettily-sprinkled  calf  leather, 
with    speckled    edges.      Lisardo  could    not  repress  the 
joyftd  sensations  which  this  remark  excited;    and  I  ob- 
served that,  whenever  his  eyes  glanced  upon  my  shelves, 
he  afterwards  returned  them  upon    his  own    little  col- 
lection, with  a  look  of   complacency  mingled  with  ex- 
ultation.   It   was  evident,  therefore,  that  he  was  now 
thoroughly  reconciled  to  his  fortune. 

Lysand.  During  your  absence,  I  have  been  riding 
a  very  favourite  work  of  mine — Dr.  Henry's  History 
of  Great  Britain;    especially   that  part  of  it  which  I 
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prefer  so  much  to  the  history  of  human  cunning  and 
human  slaughter ;  I  mean,  the  account  of  learning  and 
of  learned  men. 

Phil.  It  is  also  a  great  favourite  with  me.  But 
while  I  regret  the  inexcuseable  omission  of  an  index 
to  such  a  voluminous  work,  and  the  inequality  of  Mr. 
Andrews's  partial  continuation  of  it,  I  must  be  per- 
mitted to  observe  that  the  history  of  our  literature 
and  learned  men  is  not  the  most  brilliant,  or  best  ex* 
ecuted,  part  of  Dr.  Henry's  valuable  labours.  There 
are  many  omissions  to  supply,  and  much  interesting 
additional  matter  to  bring  forward,  even  in  some  of  the 
most  elaborate  parts  of  it.  His  account  of  the  arts 
might  also  be  improved ;  although  in  commerce^  man- 
ners and  customs,  I  think  he  has  done  as  much,  and  as 
well,  as  could  reasonably  be  expected.  I  question,  how- 
ever, whether  his  work,  from  the  plan  upon  whidi  it 
is  executed,  will  ever  become  so  popular  as  its  fondest 
admirers  seem  to  hope. 

Lysand.  You  are  to  consider,  Philemon,  that  in  the 
execution  of  such  an  important  whole,  in  the  erection 
of  so  immense  a  fabric,  some  parts  must  necessarily  be 
finished  in  a  less  workman-like  style  than  others.  And, 
after  all,  there  is  a  good  deal  of  caprice  in  our'criti- 
cisms.  You  fancy,  in  this  fabric  (if  I  may  be  allowed 
to  go  on  with  my  simile),  a  boudoir,  a  hall,  or  a  stair- 
case; and  fix  a  critical  eye  upon  a  recess  badly  con- 
trived, an  oval  badly  turned,  or  pillars  weakly  put 
together: — the  builder  says.  Don't  look  at  these  parts 
of  the  fabric  with  such  fastidious  nicety ;  they  are  sub- 
ordinate. If  my  boudoir  will  hold  a  moderate  collection 
of  old-fashioned  Dresden  China,  if  my  staircase  be 
stout  enough  to  conduct  you  and  your  company  to  the 
upper  rooms ;  and,  if  my  hall  be  spacious  enough  to 
hold  the  hats,  umbrellas  and  walking  -  sticks  of  your 
largest  dinner-party,  they  answer  the  ends  proposed : — 
unless  you  would  live  in  your  boudoir,  upon  your  stair- 
case, or  within  your  hall !  The  fact  then  is,  you, 
Philemon,  prefer  the  boudoir,   and  might,  perhaps,  im- 
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prove  upon  its  structure ;  but^  recollect^  there  are  pla€es 
in  a  house  of  equal,  or  perhaps  more,  consequence  than 
this  beloved  boudoir.  Now,  to  make  the  obvious  ap- 
plication to  the  work  which  has  given  rise  to  this 
wonderful  stretch  of  imagination  on  my  part: — Dr« 
Henry  is  the  builder,  and  his  history  is  the  building, 
in  question :  in  the  latter  he  had  to  put  together,  with 
skill  and  credit,  a  number  of  weighty  parts,  of  which 
the  **  Civil  and  Ecclesiasticar'  is  undoubtedly  the  most 
important  to  the  generality  of  readers.  But  one  of  these 
component  parts  was  the  The  History  of  Learning  and 
of  Learned  Men  ;  which  its  author  probably  thought  of 
subordinate  consequence,  or  in  the  management  of 
which,  to  allow  you  the  full  force  of  your  objection, 
he  was  not  so  well  skilled.  Yet,  still,  never  before 
having  been  thus  connected  with  such  a  building,  it 
was  undoubtedly  a  delightful  acquisition;  and  I  ques- 
tion whether,  if  it  had  been  more  elaborately  executed 
— ^if  it  had  exhibited  all  the  fret-work  and  sparkling 
points  which  you  seem  to  conceive  necessary  to  its 
completion  ;  I  question,  whether  the  popularity  of  the 
work  would  have  been  even  so  great  as  it  is,  and  as 
it  unquestionably  merits  to  be !  A  few  passionately- 
smitten  literary  antiquaries  are  not,  perhaps,  the  fittest 
judges  of  such  a  production.  To  be  generally  useful 
and  profitable  should  be  the  object  of  every  author  of 
a  similar  publication ;  and  as  far  as  candour  and  liber- 
ality of  sentiment,  an  unaffected  and  manly  style,  ac- 
companied  with  weighty  matter,  extensive  rieaJh,  and 
faithful  quotation,  render  a  work  nationally  valuable 
—  the  work  of  Dr.  Henry,  on  these  g^unds,  is  an 
ornament  and  honour  to  his  country. 

Phil.  Yet  I  wish  he  had  rambled  (if  you  will  per- 
mit me  so  to  speak)  a  littie  more  into  book-men  and 
book-anecdotes. 

Lysand.  You  may  indulge  this  wish  very  innocentiy; 

but,  certainly,  you  ought  not  to  censure  Dr.  Henry  for 

the  omission  of  such  minutiae. 

Lis.    Does  he  ever  quote  Clement,  De  Bure,  or  Panzer  ? 

L  2 
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Lysand.  Away  with  such  bibliomaniacal  frenzy! 
He  quotes  solid^  useful  and  respectable  authorities; 
chiefly  our  old  and  most  valuable  historians.  No  writer 
before  him  ever  did  them  so  much  justice^  or.  displayed 
a  more  familiar  acquaintance  with  them. 

Lis.  Do  pray  give  us^  Lysander^  some  little  sketches 
of  book-characters — which^  I  admit,  did  not  enter  into 
the  plan  of  Dr.  Henry's  excellent  work.  As  I  possess 
the  original  quarto  edition  of  this  latter,  bound  in 
Russia,  you  will  not  censure  me  for  a  want  of  respect 
towards  the  author. 

Phil.  I  second  Lisardo's  motion;  although  I  fisar 
the  evening  presses  too  hard  upon  us  to  admit  of  much 
present  discussion. 

Lysand.  Nothing — (speaking  most  unaffectedly  from 
my  heart)  nothing  affords  me  sincerer  pleasure  than 
to  dp  any  thing  in  my  power  which  may  please  such 
cordial  friends  as  yourselves.  My  pretensions  to  that 
sort  of  antiquarian  knowledge,  which  belongs  to  the 
history  of  book-collectors,  are  very  poor,  as  you  well 
know, — they  being  greatly  eclipsed  by  my  zeal  in  the 
same  cause.  But,  as  I  love  my  country  and  my  country's 
literature,  so  no  conversation  or  research  affords  me 
a  livelier  pleasure  than  that  which  leads  me  to  become 
better  acquainted  with  the  ages  which  have  gone  by; 
with  the  great  and  good  men  of  old ;  who  have  found 
the  most  imperishable  monuments  of  their  fame  in  the 
sympathizing  hearts  of  their  successors.  But  I  am 
wandering — 

Lis.  Go  on  as  you  please,  dear  Lysander ;  for  I  have 
been  too  much  indebted  to  your  conversation  ever  to 
suppose  it  could  diverge  into  any  thing  censoriously 
irrelevant    Begin  where  and  when  you  please. 

Lysand.  1  assure  you  it  is  far  from  my  intention  to 
make  any  formal  exordium,  even  if  I  knew  the  exact 
object  of  your  request. 

Phil.  Tell  us  all  about  book-collecting  and  Biblio- 
maniacs in  this  country — 

Lis.  "  Commengez  au  commengement"—  as  tVe  French 
adage  is. 
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Lysanb.  In  sober  tmth^  you  impose  upon  me  a  pretty 
tongh  task!  ''One  Thousand  and  One  Nights"  would 
hardly  suffice  for  the  execution  of  it ;  and  now,  already, 
I  see  the  owl  flying  across  the  lawn  to  take  her  station 
in  the  neighbouring  oak ;  while  even  the  middle  ground 
of  yonder  landscape  is  veiled  in  the  blue  haziness  of 
evening.  Come  a  short  half  hour,  and  who,  unless  the 
moon  befriend  him,  can  see  the  outline  of  the  village 
church  T  Thus  gradually  and  imperceptibly,  but  thus 
sordy,  succeeds  age  to  youth — death  to  life — eternity 
to  time ! — You  see  in  what  sort  of  mood  I  am  for  the 
performance  of  my  promise  ? 

Lis.  Reserve  these  meditations  for  your  pillow,  dear 
Lysander :  and  now,  again  I  entreat  you — ''  commengez 
an  oommenQemenL'' 

Phijl.  Pray  make  a  beginning  only  :  the  conclusion 
shall  be  reserved,  as  a  desert,  for  Lorenzo's  dinner 
to-morrow. 

Lysand.  Lest  I  should  be  thought  coquettish,  I  will 
act  with  you  as  I  have  already  done ;  and  endeavour  to 
say  sometfiing  which  may  gratUy  you  as  before. 

It  has  often  struck  me  my  dear  friends,  continued 
Lysander — (in  a  balanced  attitude,  and  seeming  to  bring 
quietly  together  all  his  scattered  thou^^hts  upon  the  sub- 
ject) it  has  often  struck  me  that  few  things  have  operated 
more  unfavourably  towards  the  encouragement  of  leam- 
mg,  and  of  book-collecting,  than  the  universal  passion 
for  cMvaby — which  obtained  towards  the  middle  ages; 
while,  on  the  other  hand,  a  monastic  life  seems  to  have 
a  love  of  retirement,  meditation,  and  reading.* 


*  Aa  early  ai  the  sixth  century  oommenccxl  tho  custom,  in  some  monastorioA, 
of  oopjing  ancient  books  and  composing  new  ones.  It  was  the  usual,  and  even 
onij,  amployment  of  the  first  monks  of  Marmoutier.  A  monastery  without  a 
Kbruy  was  considered  as  a  fort  or  a  camp  deprived  of  the  necessary  articles  for 
ita  defence  :  "  olaustnim  rine  armario,  quasi  castrum  sine  armentario."  Peignot, 
DieL  de  Bvbliolog.,  toI.  L,  77.  I  am  fearful  that  this  good  old  bibliomanical 
eqstom  of  keepixi(f  up  the  credit  of  their  libraries  among  the  monks  had  ceased — 
at  least  in  the  conrent  of  Romsey,  in  Hampshire — towards  the  commencement  of 
tbe  sixieenth  century.  One  would  think  that  the  books  had  been  there  disposed 
of  ia  bAxtaring  for  9tr<mg  liqwot's ;  for  at  a  visitation  by  Bishop  Fox,  held  there 
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I  admit  readily,  that,  considering^  the  long  contlniianoe 
of  the  monastic  orders,  and  that  almost  all  intellectaal 
improvement  was  confined  within  the  cloister^  a  very 
slow  and  partial  progress  was  made  in  literature.  The 
system  of  education  was  a  poor^  stinted,  and  unproduc- 
tive one.  Nor  was  it  till  after  the  enterprising  activity 
of  Poggio  had  succeeded  in  securing  a  few  precious 
remains  of  classical  antiquity,*  that  the  wretched  indo- 
lence of  the  monastic  life  began  to  be  diverted  fiom  a 
constant  meditation  upon  '^  antiphoners,  grafles,  and 
psalters/'t  towards  subjects  of  a  more  generally  interest- 
ing nature.  I  am  willing  to  admit  every  degree  of 
merit  to  the  manual  dexterity  of  the  cloistered  student 
I  admire  his  snow-white  vellum  missals,  emblaaoned 
with  gold,  and  sparkling  with  carmine  and  ultramarine 
blue.  By  the  help  of  the  microscopic  glass,  I  peruse  his 
diminutive  penmanship,  executed  with  the  most  astonish- 
ing neatness  and  regularity ;    and  often  wish  in  my  heart 

in  1506,  Joyce  Bows,  the  abbess,  is  accused  of  immoderaU  drinking,  aqpedaQy  in 
the  night  time ;  and  of  inviting  the  nuns  to  her  chamber  every  vwwan^,  for  the 
purpose  of  these  excesses,  ''  post  completorinm."  What  is  frightfiil  to  add,— "this 
was  a  rich  convent,  and  filled  with  ladies  of  the  best  famOieB."  See  Warton'a 
cruel  note  in  his  Life  qf  Sir  Thama*  Popfi,  p.  25,  edit.  1772.  A  tender-hfluted 
bibliomaniac  cannot  but  feel  acutely  on  reflecting  upon  the  many  beaittifti]ly- 
illuminated  vellum  books  which  were,  in  all  probability,  exchanged  for  these 
inebriating  gratifications  !  To  balance  this  unfavourable  account  read  HeAmeTs 
remark  about  tho  libraries  in  ancient  monasteries,  in  the  sixth  volume  of  Z/eltrntTM 
Collectanea,  p.  86-7,  edit.  1774 :  and  especially  tho  anecdotes  and  anthoritiea 
stated  by  Dr.  Henry  in  book  iii.,  chap,  iv.,  sec  1. 

*  See  the  first  volume  of  Mr.   Boscoe's  Lortmo  de  Medici  \    and  thfi  Bey. 

Mr.  Shepherd's  L  if ecf  Poggio  Uracciolini. 

f  When  Queen  Elizabeth  deputed  a  set  of  commissioners  to  examine  into  the 
superstitious  books  belonging  to  All-Souls  library,  there  was  returned,  in  th*  list 
of  these  superstitious  works,  "  eight  grailes,  seven  antiphoners  of  parchniAnt  and 
bound."  Gutch's  Collectanea  Curiosa,  vol.  ii,  276.  At  page  115,  ante,  the  reader 
will  find  a  definition  of  the  word  **  Antix>honer.*'  He  is  here  informed  that  a  "grm- 
dale"  or  "  grail,"  is  a  bdok  which  ought  to  have  in  it "  the  oflEloe  of  sprinkling  holy 
water :  the  beginnings  of  the  masses,  or  the  offices  of  Kyrie,  with  the  veraoa  of 
gloria  in  exceUis ;  the  gradales,  or  what  is  gradually  sung  after  the  einstles ;  the 
hallelujah  and  tracts,  the  sequences,  the  creed  to  be  sung  at  mass,  the  offertoiieSy 
the  hymns  holy,  and  Lamb  of  Ood,  the  communion,  &o.,  which  relate  to  the  ohoir 
at  the  singing  of  a  solemn  mass."  This  is  the  Rev.  J.  Lewis's  aooount ; 
opus,  vol.  ii.,  168. 
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that  our  tjrpographers  printed  with  ink  as  glossy  black 
as  that  which  they  sometimes  used  in  their  writing.  I 
admire  all  this ;  and  now  and  then,  for  a  guinea  or  two, 
I  purchase  a  specimen  of  such  marvellous  leger-de-main  : 
but  the  booky  when  purchased,  is  to  me  a  sealed  book. 
And  yet,  Philemon,  I  blame  not  the  individual,  but  the 
age;  not  the  task,  but  the  task-master;  for  surely  the 
same  exquisite  and  unrivalled,  beauty  would  have  been 
exhibited  in  copying  an  ode  of  Horace,  or  a  dictum  of 
Quintilian.  Still,  however,  you  may  say  that  the  inten- 
tion, in  all  this,  wus  pure  and  meritorious  ;  for  that  such 
a  system  excited  insensibly  a  love  of  quiet,  domestic 
order,  and  seriousness:  while  those  counsels  and  regu- 
lations which  punished  a  '^  Clerk  for  being  a  hunter,"  and 
restricted    "the  intercourse  of  Concubines,"*   evinced  a 

♦  "  O/o  Clerk  thai  it  an,  Hunter" 

''We  ordain  that  if  any  clerk  be  defamed  of  trespass  committed  in  forest  or 
park  of  any  man's,  and  thereof  be  lawfully  conyicied  before  his  ordinary,  or  do 
confess  it  to  him,  the  diocesan  shall  make  redemption  ihe^^f  in  his  goods,  if  he 
have  goods  after  the  quality  of  his  fault ;  and  such  redemption  shall  be  assigned 
to  him  to  whom  the  loss,  hart,  or  injury,  is  done  ;  but  if  he  have  no  goods,  let 
his  bishop  grievously  punish  his  person  according  as  the  fault  requireth,  lest 
through  trust  to  escape  punishment  they  boldly  presume  to  offend*"  Fol,  86,  rev : 
vide  infra.  (The  same  prohibition  against  clerg3rmen  being  Hunters  appears  in 
a  circular  letter,  or  injunctions,  by  Lee,  Archbishop  of  York,  A.D.  1636.  '*  Item ; 
they  shall  not  be  common  Hnntert  tu  Hawkert,  ne  playe  at  gammes  prohib3rtede, 
as  dycese  and  cartes,  and  such  oder."  Burnet's  Hitt,  qftkt  Rtformaiion  ;  voL  iii. 
p.  136,  "Collections.") 

"OflM  removing  of  CUrkt*  ConcMnes,** 

"  Although  the  governors  of  the  church  have  always  laboured  and  enforced  to 
drive  and  chase  away  from  the  houses  of  the  church  that  rotten  contagiousness  of 
pleasant  filthiness  with  the  which  the  sight  and  beauty  of  the  church  is  grievously 
spotted  and  defiled,  and  yet  could  never  hitherto  bring  it  to  pass,  seeing  it  is  of 
80  great  a  lewd  boldness  that  ib  thuisteth  in  unshamefastly  without  ceasing ;  we, 
therefore,"  &c    Fol,  114,  recL 

"  Of  Conculnnet,  thai  is  to  tay  pfthem  thai  keep  Coneubina" 
"  How  unbecoming  it  is,  and  how  contrary  to  the  pureness  of  Christians,  to  touch 
sacred  things  with  lips  and  hands  polluted,  or  any  to  give  the  laws  and  praisings  of 
cleanness,  or  to  present  himself  in  the  Lord's  temple,  when  he  is  defiled  with  the 
spots  of  lechery,  not  only  the  divine  and  canonical  laws,  but  also  the  monitions  of 
secular  princes,  hath  evidentiy  seen  by  the  judgment  of  holy  consideration, 
commanding  and  enjoining  both  discreetiy  and  also  wholesomely,  shamefacedness 
tmto  all  Christ's  faithful,  and  ministers  of  the  holy  church.  Fol.  131,  rect.  Consti- 
tvtioni  PnmncifliUs,  and  of  Otho  aud  Octhobone.    Redman's  edit  1534,  12mo. 
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spirit  of  jurisprudence  which  would  have  done  justice  to 
any  age.  Let  us  allow,  then,  if  you  please,  that  a  love 
of  book-reading,  and  of  book-collecting,  was  a  meritori- 
ous trait  in  the  monastic  life ;  and  that  we  are  to  look 
upon  old  abbies  and  convents  as  the  sacred  depositories 
of  the  literature  of  past  ages.  What  can  you  say  in 
defence  ot  your  times  of  beloved  chivalry  ? 

Phil.  Shew  me  in  what  respect  the  gallant  spirit  of 
an  ancient  knight  was  hostile  to  the  cultivation  of  the 
belles-lettres  ? 

Lysand.  Most  readily.  Look  at  your  old  romances^ 
and  what  is  the  system  of  education — of  youthful  pur- 
suite-which  they  in  general  inculcate?  Intrigue  and 
bloodshed.*  Examine  your  favourite  new  edition  of 
the  FabUaux  et  Ckmtes  of  the  middle  ages,  collected  by 
Barbazan  !  However  the  editor  may  say  that  '^  though 
some  of  these  pieces  are  a  little  too  fi*ee,  others  breathe 


On  looking  into  Du  Pin's  EccUtiattical  History,  voL  iz.,  p.  58,  edit.  1699,  I  find 
that  Hugh  of  Dia,  by  the  ninth  canon  in  the  council  of  Poictien,  (oenty.  zL) 
ordained  "  That  the  sub-deaoons,  deacons,  and  priests,  shall  have  no  concubine* 
or  any  other  suspicious  women  in  their  houses ;  and  that  all  those  who  sball 
wittingly  hear  the  mass  of  a  priest  that  keeps  a  concubine,  or  is  guilty  of  simony, 
shall  be  excommunicated." 

*  The  celebrated  LuDOVicus  ViVES  has  strung  together  a, whole  list  of  ancient 
popular  romances,  calling  them  "  ungracious  books."  The  following  is  his  saacy 
philippic :  "  Which  books  but  idle  men  wrote  unlearned,  and  set  ail  upon  filth 
and  riciousness ;  in  whom  I  wonder  what  should  delight  men,  but  that  Tioe 
pleaseth  them  so  much.  As  for  learning,  none  is  to  be  looked  for  in  those  men, 
which  saw  never  so  much  as  a  shadow  of  learning  themselves.  And  when  they 
tell  ought,  what  delight  can  be  in  those  thiogs  that  be  so  plain  and  foolish  lies? 
One  killeth  twenty  by  himself  aluno,  another  killeth  thirty ;  another,  wonndod 
with  a  hundred  wounds,  and  left  for  dead,  riseth  up  again ;  and  on  the  next  day, 
made  whole  and  strong,  overcomoth  two  giants,  and  then  goeth  away  loaden 
with  gold  and  silver  and  precious  stones,  mo  than  a  galley  would  carry  away. 
What  madness  is  it  of  folks  to  have  pleasure  in  those  books  !  Also  there  is  no 
wit  in  them,  but  a  few  words  of  wanton  lust ;  which  be  spoken  to  move  her 
mind  with  whom  they  love,  if  it  chance  she  be  steadfast.  And  if  they  be  read 
but  for  this,  the  best  were  to  make  books  of  bawd's  crafts,  for  in  other  thin^ 
what  craft  can  be  had  of  such  a  maker  that  is  ignorant  of  all  good  craft?  Nor 
I  never  hoard  man  say  that  he  liked  these  books,  but  those  that  never  touched 
good  books." — Ittstrvction  qf  a  Chrittian  Woman,  sign.  D.  1.  rev.,  edit.  1593. 
From  the  fifth  chapter  (sufficiently  curious)  of  *'  What  books  be  to  be  read,  and 
what  not.*' 
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a  spirit  of  morality  and  religion — "*  the  main  scope  of 
the  poems,  taken  collectively,  is  that  which  has  just 
beoi  mentioned.  But  let  us  come  to  particulars.  What 
is  there  in  the  Ordtne  de  Chevalerie,  or  Le  Castoiement 
^un  Pere  d  son  fib  (pieces  in  which  one  would  expect 
a  little  seriousness  of  youthful  instruction),  that  can 
possibly  excite  a  loye  of  reading,  book-collecting,  or 
domestic  quiet  ?  Again  ;  let  us  see  what  these  chival- 
rous lads  do,  as  soon  as  they  become  able-bodied ! 
Nothing  but  assault  and  wound  one  another.  Read 
oonceming    your   favourite    Otiver  of  Castile,f  and  his 

•  Vol.  iL,  p.  89,  edit  1808. 

■f  "Wh^the  king  saw  that  they  were  puiMant  enough  for  to¥rield  armour 
■t  their  eate,  he  gave  them  license  for  to  do  cry  a  Justing  and  Tournament. 
na  whieh  Olzveb  and  Abthub  made  for  to  be  cried,  that  three  ayenturoua 
knlgfate  ahoold  just  against  all  comers,  the  which  should  find  them  there  the  first 
daj  of  the  lusty  month  of  May,  in  complete  harness,  for  to  just  against  their 
Advenarias  with  sharp  spears.    And  the  said  three  champions  should  just  three 
daja  in  three  coIoofb  :  that  is  to  wit,  in  black,  grey  and  violet  —and  their  shields 
of  the  same  hoe ;  and  them  to  find  on  the  third  day  at  the  lists.    There  justed 
direcs  yoong  knights  of  the  king's  court :  and  the  justing  was  more  atpertr  of 
those  yoong-  knights  than  erer  they  had  seen  any  in  that  country.    And,  by  the 
report  of  the  ladies,  they  did  so  knightly,  every  one,  that  it  was  not  possible  for 
to  do  better,  as  them  thought,  by  their  strokes.  But,  above  all  other,  Oliveb 
and  Akthur  (his  loyal  fellow)  had  the  bruit  and  loot.     The  justing  endured 
long  :  it  was  marvel  to  see  the  hideous  strokes  that  tbey  dealt ;  for  the  justing 
had  not  finished  so  won   but  that  the  night  tepared  them.      Nevertheless,  the 
adrenary  party  abode  'till  the  torches  were  light.    But  the  ladies  and  damoyulles, 
that  of  all  the  justing  time  had  been  there,  were  weary,  and  would  depart. 
Wharefoira  the  justers  departed  in  likewise,  and  went  and  disarmed  them  for  to 
ooma  to  the  banquet  or  feast.     And  when  that  the  banquet  was  finished  and 
dona,  the  dances  began.    And  there  came  the  king  and  the  valiant  knights  of 
anna,  for  to  enquire  of  the  ladies  and  damoyielUSf  who  that  had  best  borne  him 
as  foft  that  day.    The  ladies,  which  were  all  of  one  accord  and  agreement,  said 
thai  Olivor  and  Arthur  bad  surmounted  all  the  best  doers  of  that  joumey.    And 
"bf  cause  that  Oliver  and  Arthur  were  both  of  one  party,  and  that  they  could 
fiiod  but  little  difference  between  them  of  knighthood,  they  knew  not  the  which 
(hay  might  sustain.    But,  in  the  end,  they  said  that  Arthur  had  done  right  vali- 
antly :  nevertheless,  they  said  that  Oliver  had  done  best  unto  their  seeming. 
And  therefore  it  was  concluded  that  the  pryce  should  be  given  unto  Oliver,  as 
for  the  best  of  them  of  within.       And  another  noble  knight,   of  the  realm  of 
AJIgarbe,  that  came  with  the  queen,  had  the  pryce  of  without.    When  the  pryce 
of  the  jusia  that  had   been   made  was   brought  before   Oliver,  by  two  fair 
damojf»tUUf  he  waxed  all  red,  and  was  ashamed  at  that  present  time ;  and  said 
that  it  waa  of  their  bounty  for  to  give  him  the  pryce,  and  not  of  his  desert : 
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kdMmdber  Arihml  Or,  opea  the  beuitiiiil  Tcdomes  of 
the  btr  inticresdiir  tnndadon  of  Moostrdety  and  what 
is  ahMMt  the  Terr  first  thine  which  meets  yoor  eye? 
Wh  Ty  ^  an  Esquire  of  Arracon  (one  of  yoor  chiYalroos 
heroes)  named  Michd  D'Orris^  sends  a  diaOenge  to  an 
i^npii^  ehquire  of  the  same  complexion  with  himself — 
and  this  is  the  nature  of  the  challenge :  [whidi  I  wiD 
read  from  the  Tohnne,  as  it  is  dose  at  my  lig^t  hand, 
and  I  hare  been  dqijping  into  it  dbis   morning  in  yoor 


''  First,  to  enter  the  lists  on  fool,  eadi  armed  in  the 
manner  he  shall  {dease,  haTing  a  dagger  and  sword 
attached  to  any  part  of  his  body,  and  a  battIe-a3Le,  with 
the  handle  of  soch  length  as  the  diallenger  shall  fix  on* 
The  combat  to  be  as  follows :  ten  stn^Les  €ii  the  battle- 
axe,  without  intermission ;  and  when  these  strokes  shall 
haye  been  given,  and  the  judge  shall  cry  out  'Ho!' 
ten  cots  with  the  sword  to  be  given  without  intermisoon 
or  change  of  armoor.  When  the  judge  shall  cry  out 
'  Ho !'  we  wiU  resort  to  our  daggers,  and  give  ten  stabs 
with  them.  Should  either  party  lose  or  drop  his  we^>on, 
the  other  may  continue  the  use  of  the  one  in  his  hand 
until  the  judge  shall  cry  out  'Ho!'"  &c.*  A  very 
pretty  specimen  of  honourable  combat,  truly! — and  a 
mighty  merciful  judge  who  required  even  more  cuts  and 
thrusts  than  these  (for  the  combat  is  to  go  on)  before  he 
cried  out  "  Ho !"  Defend  us  from  such  ejaculatory 
umpires ! — 

nevertheleis,  he  received  it ;  and,  as  it  was  of  custom  in  guerdoning  theniy  he 
kissed  them.  And  soon  after  they  brought  the  wine  and  spices;  and  then  the 
danoes  and  the  feast  took  an  end  as  for  that  night.**  Hiftlorye  qf  Oltfuer  oj 
CkutylU,  and  of  ike  fayrt  ffelayne,  dr.,  1518,  4to.,  si^.  A,  y.  rj.  This  I  sap- 
pose  to  be  the  passage  alluded  to  by  Lysander.  The  edition  from  which  it  ia 
taken,  and  of  which  the  title  was  barely  known  to  Ames  and  Herbert,  is  printed 
by  Wynkyn  De  Worde.  Mr.  Heber*s  copy  of  it  is  at  present  considered  to  be 
unique.  The  reader  will  see  some  copious  extracts  from  it  in  the  second  Tolume 
of  the  British  Typographical  A  ntiquUie*, 

*  See  MontlreUCn  Chnmicla,  translated  by  Thomas  Johnes,  Esq.,  toL  L,  p.  8, 
edit.  1809,  4to.  Another  elegant  and  elaborate  specimen  of  the  Hafod  press  ; 
whose  owner  will  be  remembered  as  long  as  literature  and  taste  shall  be  coltiTated 
in  this  coimtry. 
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Lis.  Pray  dwell  no  longer  upon  such  barbarous 
heroism!  We  admit  that  MonacJdsm  may  have  contri- 
buted towards  the  making  of  bibliomaniacs  more  effectu- 
ally than  Chivalry.    Now  proceed — 

These  words  had  hardly  escaped  Lisardo,  when  the 
arrival  of  my  worthy  neighbour  Narcottus  (who  lived 
by  the  parsonage  house),  put  a  stop  to  the  discourse. 
Agreeably  to  a  promise  which  I  had  made  him  three 
days  before,  he  came  to  play  a  game  of  chess  with 
Philemon;  who,  on  his  part,  although  a  distinguished 
diampion  at  this  head-distracting  game,  gave  way  rather 
reluctantly  to  the  performance  of  the  promise :  for  Ly- 
SANDRR  was  now  about  to  enter  upon  the  history  of  the 
Bibliomania  in  this  country.  The  Chess-board,  however 
was  brought  out ;  and  down  to  the  contest  the  combatants 
sat — while  lisardo  retired  to  one  comer  of  the  room  to 
examine  thoroughly  his  newly-purchased  volumes,  and 
Lysander  took  down  a  prettily  executed  8vo.  volume 
upon  the  Game  of  Chess,  printed  at  Cheltenham,  about 
six  years  ago,  and  composed  ''by  an  amateur."  While 
we  were  examining,  in  this  neat  work,  an  account  of  the 
numerous  publications  upon  the  Game  of  Chess,  in  va- 
rious countries  and  languages,  and  were  expressing  our 
delight  in  reading  anecdotes  about  eminent  chess  players, 
Lisardo  was  carefully  packing  up  his  books,  as  he  ex- 
pected his  servant  every  minute  to  take  them  away. 
The  servant  shortly  arrived,  and  upon  his  expressing  his 
inability  to  carry  the  entire  packet — "Here,"  exclaimed 
Lisardo,  "  do  you  take  the  quartos,  and  follow  me ;  who 
will  march  onward  with  the  octavos."  This  was  no  sooner 
said  than  our  young  bibliomaniacal  convert  gave  De 
Bure,  Gaignat,  and  La  Valliere,  a  vigorous  swing  across 
his  shoulders ;  while  the  twenty  quarto  volumes  of  Cle- 
ment and  Panzer  were  piled,  like  "  Ossa  upon  Pelion," 
upon  those  of  his  servant — and 

**  Light  of  foot,  and  light  of  heart" 

Lisardo  took  leave  of  us  'till  the  morrow. 
Meanwhile,  the  chess  combat  continued  with  unabated 
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spirit.  Here  Philemon's  king  stood  pretty  firmly  guard- 
ed by  both  his  knights,  one  castle,  one  bishop,  and  a 
body  of  common  soldiers* — ^impenetrable  as  the  Grecian 
phalanx,  or  Roman  legion ;  while  his  queen  had  made  a 
sly  sortie  to  surprise  the  only  surviving  knight  of  Nar- 
cottus.  Narcottus,  on  the  other  hand,  was  cautiously 
collecting  his  scattered  foot  soldiers,  and,  with  two 
bishops,  and  two  castle-armed  elephants,  were  meditating 
a  desperate  onset  to  retrieve  the  disgrace  of  his  lost 
queen.  An  inadvertent  remark  from  Lysander,  con- 
cerning the  antiquity  of  the  game,  attracted  the  attention 
of  Philemon  so  much  as  to  throw  him  off  his  gruard; 
while  his  queen,  forgetful  of  her  sex,  and  venturing 
unprotected,  like  Penthesilea  of  old,  into  tbe  thickest  of 
the  fight,  was  trampled  under  foot,  without  mercy,t  by 
a  huge  elephant,  carrjring  a  castle  of  armed  men  upon 
his  back.  Shouts  of  applause,  firom  Narcottus's  men^ 
rent  the  vaulted  air ;  while  grief  and  consternation  pos- 
sessed the  astonished  army  of  Philemon.  **  Away  vrith 
your  antiquarian  questions,"  exclaimed  the  latter,  looking 
sharply  at  Lysander :  **  away  with  your  old  editions  of 
the  Game  of  Chess !  The  moment  is  critical ;  and  I  fear 
the  day  may  be  lost.  Now  for  desperate  action!"  So 
saying,  he  bade  the  King  exhort  his  dismayed  subjects. 
His  Majesty  made  a  spirited  oration ;  and  called  upon 
Sir  Launcdot,  the  most  distinguished  of  the  two  Knights,  j: 

*  "  Whilst  there  are  strong-,  ahle,  and  actiye  men  of  the  king's  side,  to  defend 
his  cause,  there  is  no  danger  of  [this]  misfortune."  Letter  to  the  Cru^fUmain  o«  thm 
Oame  qf  Chess,  p.  13. 

•f*  '*  When  therefore  the  men  of  one  party  attack  those  of  the  other,  though  their 
spleen  at  first  may  only  seem  bent  a^^foinst  a  Bishop,  a  Knight,  or  an  inferior 
officer ;  yet,  if  successful  in  their  attacks  on  that  servant  of  the  king,  they  ncTer 
stop  there :  they  come  afterwards  to  think  themselves  strong  enough  even  to 
attack  the  Queen"  &o.    The  tame,  p.  12. 

X  "  The  Knight  (whose  steps,  as  your  correspondent  justly  observes,  are  not  of 
an  ordinary  kind,  and  often  surprise  men  who  oppose  him)  is  of  great  use  in 
extricating  the  King  out  of  those  difficulties  in  which  his  foes  endeavour  to  entangle 
him. — He  is  a  man  whom  a  wise  player  makes  great  use  of  in  these  exigences, 
and  who  oftenest  defeats  the  shallow  schemes  and  thin  artifices  of  unskilful 
antsgonists.  They  must  be  very  bad  players  who  do  not  guard  against  the  steps 
o1  the  Knight,^     The  same,  p.  14. 
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to  be  mindful  of  bis  own  and  of  bis  country's  honour : 
to  spare  tbe  efiusion  of  blood  among  bis  subjects  as  mucb 
as  possible ;  but  rather  to  place  victory  or  defeat  in  the 
comparative  skill  of  the  officers:  and,  at  all  events,  to 
rally  round  that  throne  which  had  conferred  such  high 
marks  of  distinction  upon  his  ancestors.  ^^  I  needed  not, 
gracious  sire^"  replied  Sir  Launcelot— curbing  in  his 
mouth-foaming  steed,  and  fixing  his  spear  in  the  rest — "  I 
needed  not  to  be  here  reminded  of  your  kindness  to  my 
fore&thers,  or  of  the  necessity  of  doing  every  thing,  at 
such  a  crisis,  beseeming  the  honour  ot  a  true  round-table 
knight — Yes,  gracious  sovereign,  I  swear  to  you  by  the 
love  I  bear  to  the  Lady  op  thb  Lake* — ^by  the  remem- 
brance of  the*  soft  moments  we  have  passed  together  in 
the  honey-suckle  bowers  of  her  father — by  all  that  an 
knight  of  chivalry  is  taught  to  believe  the  most  sacred 
and  binding — I  swear  that  I  will  not  return  this  day 
alive  without  the  laurel  of  victory  entwined  round  my 
brow.  Right  well  do  I  perceive  that  deeds  and  not 
words  must  save  us  now — let  the  issue  of  the  combat 
prove  my  valour  and  allegiance."  Upon  this.  Sir  Laun- 
celot clapped  spurs  to  his  horse,  and  after  driving  an 
unprotected  Bishop  into  the  midst  of  the  foot-soldiers, 
who  quickly  took  him  prisoner,  he  sprang  forward,  with 
a  lion-like  nimbleness  and  ferocity,  to  pick  out  Sir 
Oalaad,  the  only  remaining  knight  in  the  adverse  army, 
to  single  combat.  Sir  Galaad,  strong  and  wary,  like  the 
Greenland  bear  when  assailed  by  the  darts  and  bullets  of 
our  whale-fishing  men,  marked  the  fury  of  Sir  Launcelot's 
course,  and  sought  rather  to  present  a  formidable  defence 
by  calling  to  aid  his  elephants,  than  to  meet  such  a 
champion  single-handed.  A  shrill  blast  from  his  horn  told 
tbe  danger  of  his  situation,  and  the  necessity  of  help. 
What  should  now  be  done?     The  unbroken  ranks  of 

•  "Hie  Lady  of  tbe  Lake ;  famous  in  King  Arthurz  Book" — says  Master  Lane- 
ham,  in  his  Letter  to  Master  Humfrey  Martin ;  oonceming  the  entertainment 
given  hy  Lord  Leicester  to  Q.  Elizabeth  at  Kenilworth  Castle :  A.  D.  1576,  edit. 
1784,  p.  12.    Tet  more  famous,  I  add,  in  a  poem  under  this  express  title,  by 

VfAVTESL  SOOTT,  1810. 
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Philemon's  men  presented  a  fearful  firont  to  the  advance 
of  the  elephants^  and  the  recent  capture  of  a  veneraUe 
bishop  had  made  the  monarch,  on  Narcottus's  side, 
justly  fearM  of  risking  the  safety  of  his  empire  by 
leaving  himself  wholly  without  episcopal  aid.  Mean- 
while the  progress  of  Sir  Launcelot  was  marked  with 
blood;  and  he  was  of  necessity  compelled  to  slaughter  a 
host  of  common  men,  who  stood  thickly  around  Sir 
Galaad,  resolved  to  conquer  or  die  by  his  side.  At 
leng^,  as  Master  Laneham  aptly  expresses  it,  ^'  get  they 
grysly  together/'*  The  hostile  leaders  met ;  there  was 
neither  time  nor  disposition  for  parley.  Sir  Gralaad 
threw  his  javelin  with  well-directed  fury ;  which,  flying 
within  an  hair's  breadth  of  Sir  Launcelot's  shoulder,  pass- 
ed onward,  and,  grazing  the  cheek  of  a  foot  soldier,  stood 
quivering  in  the  sand.  He  then  was  about  to  draw  his 
ponderous  sword — but  the  tremendous  spear  of  Sir 
Launcelot,  whizzing  strongly  in  the  air,  passed  through 
his  thickly  quilted  belt,  and,  burjdng  itself  in  his  bowels, 
made  Sir  Galaad  to  fall  breathless  from  his  horse.  Now 
might  you  hear  the  shouts  of  victory  on  one  side,  and  the 
groans  of  the  vanquished  on  the  other;  or,  as  old  Homer 
expresses  it, 

Victors  and  vanquished  shouts  promiscuous  rise. 
With  streams  of  blood  the  slippery  fields  are  dyed, 
And  slaughtered  heroes  swell  the  dreadful  tide. 

Iliad  {j^taeamy 

And,  truly,  the  army  of  Narcottus  seemed  wasted  with 
a  great  slaughter :  yet  on  neither  side,  had  the  monarch 
been  checked,  so  as  to  be  put  in  personal  danger !  ^^  While 
there  is  life  there  is  hope,"  said  the  surviving  Bishopt  on 
the  side  of  Narcottus:  who  now  taking  upon  him  the 
command  of  the  army,  and  perceiving  Sir  Launcelot  to 

*  See  the  authority  (p.  40)  quoted  in  the  note  at  page  157,  ante. 

f  "I  think  the  Bukapt  extremely  condderahle  throughout  the  whole  game.  One 
quality  too  they  have,  which  is  peculiar  to  themselves :  this  is  tha%  throughout 
the  whole  game,  they  have  a  tUadincss  in  their  conduct,  superior  to  men  of  any 
other  denomination  on  the  board ;  as  they  never  change  their  colour,  but  always 
pursue  tho  path  in  which  they  set  out*'    The  same  (vid.  206-7)  p.  20. 
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be  pretty  nearly  exhausted  with  fatigue^  and  wantonly 
expomkg  his  person^  ordered  the  men  at  arms  to  charge 
him  briskly  on  all  sides ;  while  his  own  two  castles  kept 
a  chedL  upon  the  remaining  castle,  knight,  and  bishop 
of  the  opposite  army  :  also,  he  exhorted  the  king  to  make 
a  fdnt,  as  if  about  to  march  onwards.  Sir  Launcelot, 
on  perc^ving  the  movement  of  the  monarch,  sprang 
forward  to  make  him  a  prisoner ;  but  he  was  surprised 
by  an  elephant  in  ambuscade,  firom  whose  castle-bear- 
ing back  a  well-shot  arrow  pierced  his  corslet,  and 
inflicted  a  mortal  wound.  He  fell;  but,  in  falling,  he 
seemed  to  smile  even  sweetly,  as  he  thought  upon  the 
noble  speech  of  Sir  Bohort*  over  the  dead  body  of 
illnstrions  ancestor,  of  the  same  name;  and,  ex- 
his  gallant  men  to  revenge  his  fall,  he  held  the 
handle  of  his  sword  firmly,  till  his  whole  frame  was 
stiffened  in  death.  And  now  the  battle  was  renewed  with 
equal  courage  and  equal  hopes  of  victory  on  both  sides: 
but  the  loss  of  the  flower  of  their  armies,  and  especially 
of  their  beloved  spouses,  had  heavily  oppressed  the  ad- 
verse m<Hiarchs:  who,  retiring  to  a  secured  spot,  be- 
moaned in  secret  the  hapless  deaths  of  their  queens,  and 
bitterly  bewailed  that  injudicious  law  which,  of  necessity, 
so  much  exposed  their  fair  persons,  by  giving  them  such 
an  unlimited  power.  The  fortune  of  the  day,  therefore, 
remained  in  the  hands  of  the  respective  commanders ; 
and  if  the  knight  and  bishop,  on  Philemon's  side,  had 
not  contested  about  superiority  of  rule,  the  victory  had 
surely  been  with  Philemon.  But  the  strife  of  these 
conmianders  threw  every  thing  into  confusion.  The  men, 
after  being  trampled  upon  by  the  elephants  of  Narcottus, 
left  their  king  exposed,  without  the  power  of  being  aided 
by  his  castle.  An  error  so  fatal  was  instantly  perceived 
by  the  bishop  of  Narcottus's  shattered  army ;  who,  like 

• 

*  This  truly  ohiyalrous  speech  may  be  seen  extracted  in  Ifr.  Burnet's  Sped- 
MOM  qfBnfflish  Prose  Wriiert,  vol.  i.,  259.  One  of  Virgil's  heroes,  to  the  best  of 
mjreeoUection,  dies  serenely  upon  thinking  of  his  beloved  countrymen : 


dolces  moriens  reminiscitur  Aigos  1 
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another  Ximenes,*  putting  himself  at  the  head  of  his 
forces,  and  calling  upon  his  men  resolutely  to  march 
onwards,  gave  orders  for  the  elephants  to  be  moyed 
cautiously  at  a  distance,  and  to  lose  no  opportunity  of 
making  the  opposite  monarch  prisoner.     Thus,  while  he 

*  It  is  always  pleasant  to  me  to  make  oomparisons  witli  eminent  Dook-patronay 
or,  if  the  reader  pleases,  bibliomaniacs.  Cardinal  Ximbnxs  was  the  promoter 
and  patron  of  the  celebrated  Complutensian  Polyglott  Bible ;  oonoeming  wfakh 
I  have  already  submitted  some  account  to  the  public  in  my  Iniroductigm  to  ik€ 
CUutics,  vol.  Ly  pp.  7,  8.  His  political  abilities  and  personal  oonrage  have  been 
described  by  Dr.  Robertson  (in  his  history  of  Charles  V.),  with  his  usual  ability. 
We  have  here  only  to  talk  of  him  as  connected  with  books.  Mallinkrot  and  Le 
Long  have  both  preserved  the  interesting  anecdote  which  is  related  by  his  fini 
biographer,  Alvaro  Gomez,  concerning  the  completion  of  the  forementioiMd 
Polyglott.  ''  I  have  often  heard  John  Brocarius  (says  Gomez)  son  of  Am^ddua 
Brocarios,  who  printed  the  Polyglott,  tell  his  friends  that,  when  his  father  had 
put  the  finishing  stroke  to  the  last  volume,  he  deputed  htm  to  carry  it  to  the 
Cardinal.  John  Brocarius  was  then  a  lad ;  and,  having  dressed  himself  in  an 
elegant  suit  of  clothes,  he  gravely  approached  Xmienes,  and  delivered  the  valume 
into  his  hands.  "  I  render  thanks  to  thee,  oh  God !"  exclaimed  the  Oazdinal, 
'*  that  thou  hast  protracted  my  life  to  the  completion  of  these  biblical  labonim." 
Afterwards,  when  conversing  with  his  friends,  Ximenes  woiild  often  obserre  that 
the  surmounting  of  the  various  difiSoulties  of  his  political  situation  did  not  afTord 
him  half  the  satisfaction  which  he  experienced  from  the  finishing  of  his  Polyglott. 
He  died  in  the  year  1517,  not  many  weeks  after  the  last  volume  was  published." 
Gomez,  or  Gomeoius's  work  "de  rebus  gestU,  d  Francitco  Ximenio  Citnerio  Archie- 
pi»copo  Complut"  1569,  foL,  is  a  book  of  very  uncommon  occurrence.  It  is  mndi 
to  be  wished  that  Lord  Holland,  or  Mr.  Southey,  would  give  us  a  life  of  this 
celebrated  political  character :  as  the  biographies  of  Flechier  and  Bfarsolier  seem 
miserably  defective,  and  the  sources  of  Gomes  to  have  been  but  partially  consulted. 
But  I  must  not  let  slip  this  opportunity  of  commemorating  the  book-reputation 
of  XniENES,  without  making  the  reader  acquainted  with  two  other  aingulariy 
scarce  and  cturious  productions  of  the  piess,  which  owe  their  birth  to  the  biblio- 
TPftTiiftA.1  spirit  of  our  Cardinal.  I  mean  the  "  MittdU  mixtum  seeunduH  reffulitm 
B,  Itidori,  dictum  Motarabes,  eumpnefat"  A.  Ortiz.  Toleti,  1500,  fol.  and  the 
"  Breviariwa,  mixium,"  &c.  Mozarahes.  Toleti,  1502,  foL  :  of  the  former  of  which 
there  was  a  copy  in  the  Harleian  collection  ;  as  the  ensuing  interesting  note,  in  the 
catalogue  of  Lord  Harley's  books,  specifies.  I  shall  give  it  without  abridgment : 
"  This  is  the  scarcest  book  in  the  whole  Harleian  collection.  At  the  end  of  it  are 
the  following  words,  which  deserve  to  be  inserted  here  :—  Adlaudem  Omnipotentia 
Dei,  nee  non  Virginis  Mari»  Matris  ejus,  omnium  sanctorum  sanctarumq ; 
expletum  est  Missalo  mixtum  sectmdum  regulam  beati  Isidori  dictum  Mosarabes : 
maxima  cum  diligentia  perlectum  et  emendatum,  per  Reverendum  in  utroq; 
Jure  Doctorem  Dominum  Alfonsum  Ortiz,  Canonicum  Toletanum.  Impreesum 
in  regal,  civitate  Toleti,  Jussu  Reverendissimi  in  Christo  Patris  Domini  D.  Frao" 
cisci  Ximenii,  ejusdem  civitatis  Arohiepiscopi.  Impensis  Nobilis  Melchioria 
Gorridi  Novariensis,  per  Magistrum  Petrum  Hagembach,  Almanum,  anuo  salutis 
nostne  1500,  Die  29o  mensis  Januarii."    "  This  is  supposed  to  be  the  ancient 
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charged  in  front,  and  captured,  with  his  own  hands,  the 
remaining  adverse  knight,  his  men  kept  the  adverse 
bishop  from  sending  reinforcements;  and  PhUemon's 
elephant  not  having  an  opportunity  of  sweeping  across 


amended  and  puiged  by  St  Isidore,  arohbiahop  of  Sevil,  and  ordered  by 

the  Ooimoil  of  Toledo  to  be  used  in  all  ohtuohes  ;  every  one  of  which  before  that 

time  had  a  minal  peculiar  to  itself.     The  Moors  afterwards  committing  great 

mvagea  in  Spain,  destroying  the  ohorohes,  and  throwing  every  thing  there,  both 

ciril  and  mcred,  into  oonfiuion,  all  St.  Isidore's  missals,  excepting  those  in  the 

eity  of  Toledo,  were  lost.     But  those  were  preserved  even  after  the  Moors  had 

made  themaelveB  masters  of  that  city ;  since  they  left  six  of  the  churches  there  to 

the  Chiistiaoa,  and  gianted  them  the  free  exercise  of  their  religion.    Alphonsus 

the  ffixthy  many  ages  afterwards,  expelled  the  Moors  from  Toledo,  and  ordered 

the  Roman  minal  to  be  used  in  those  churches  where  St   Isidore's  missal  had 

hasn  in  vogue,  ever  since  the  council  above-mentioned.    But   the  people  of 

Toledo  jnaiiting  that  their  missal  was  drawn  up  by  the  most  ancient  bishops, 

letised  and  oorreoted  by  St  Isidore,  proved  to  be  the  best  by  the  great  number  of 

•aints  who  had  followed  it,  and  been  preserved  during  the  whole  time  of  the 

Moondi  government  in  Spain,  he  could  not  bring  his  project  to  bear  without 

gnit  diffioolty.    In  short,  the  contest  between  the  Roman  and  Toletan  missals 

oame  to  that  height  that,  according  to  the  genius  of  the  age,  it  was  decided  by  a 

amg^  combat^  wherein  the  champion  of  the  Toletan  missal  proved  victorious. 

But  King  Alphonsofl,  say  some  of  the  Spanish  writers,  not  being  satisfied  with  thi^ 

which  he  oonsidered  as  the  effect  of  chance  only,  ordered  a  £Etst  to  be  proclaimed, 

•ad  a  great  fire  to  be  then  made ;  into  which,  after  the  king  and  people  had 

played  fervently  to  God  for  his  assistance   in  this  affair,  both  the  missals  were 

thrown ;  but  the  Toletan  only  escaped  the  violence  of  the  flames.    This,  oontinuo 

the  lame  authors,  made  such  an  impression  upon  the  king  that  he  permitted  tho 

ritJMM  of  Toledo  to  use  their  own  missal  in  those  churches  that  had  been  granted 

tb»  Ghiistians  by  the  Moors.    However,  the  copies  of  this  missal  grew  afterwards 

eo  aearoe,  that  Cardinal  Ximenes  found  it  extremely  difficult  to  meet  with  one 

of  them :  which  induced  him  to  order  this  impression,  and  to  build  a  chapel,  in 

whicii  this  service  was  chanted  every  day,  as  it  had  at  first  been  by  the  andent 

Christians.    But,  notwithstanding  this,  the  copies  of  the  Toletan  missal  are  be- 

oome  now  so  exceeding  rare  that  it  is  at  present  almost  in  as  much  danger  of 

being  boned  in  oblivion  as  it  was  when  committed  to  the  press   by  Cardinal 

Ximenes."     BUd.  HarL,  vol.  iii.,  p.  117.    But  let  the  reader  consult  the  more 

etzAeoded  details  of  De  Bure  {Bibl.  Instruct.,  vol.  i.,  no.  210,  211),  and  De  La 

Sema  Santander  {Diet.  Choit.  BiJbliogr.  du  xv.  SUcU,  part  iii.,  p.  178) ;  also  the 

Tary  vahiable  noUce  of  Vogrt ;  Cat.  Libror.  Rarior.,  p.  591 ;  who  mention  a  fine 

eopy  of  the  missal  and  breviary,  each  struck  off  ufon  vellum,  in  the  collegiate 

ehivch  of  St  Bdefonso.    If  I  recollect  rightly,  Mr.  Edwards  informed  me  that 

an  Italian  Cardinal  was  in  possession  of  a  similar  copy  of  each.     This  missal  was 

repoblished  at  Rome,  with  a  capital  preface  and  learned  notes,  by  Lesleus,  a 

Jeaoit^  in  1755,  4to. :  and  Lorenzana,  archbishop    of  Toledo,   republished  the 

lifeviaiy  in  a  most  splendid  manner  at  Madrid,  in  1788.    Both  these  re-impres- 

siona  are  also  scarce.    I  know  not  whether  the  late  king  of  Spain  ever  put  his 

design  into  execution  of  giving  a  new  edition  of  these  curious  religious  volumes ; 
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the  plain  to  come  to  the  timely  aid  of  the  king,*  the  vic- 
tory was  speedily  obtained,  for  the  men  apon  the  backs 
of  Narcottus's  elephants  kept  up  so  tremendous  a  dis 
charge  of  arrows  that  the  monarch  was  left  without  a 
single  attendant :  and,  of  necessity,  was  obliged  to 
submit  to  the  generosity  of  his  captors. 
Thus  ended   one  of  the  most  memorable  chess  contests 

mlta»  annieut  HSS.  of  whioli  had  been  oacsfnllj  collated  bjr  BnnieL  Conmilt 
Onnont'i  DitL  Tgpog.,  toI.  L,  p.  477  ;  Cat.  de  Oaigiva,  n«.  179,  ISO  ;  Cat.  de  la 
Vaaim,  Doi.  271,  272  ;  BM.  Soiga:,  ToL  1L  no.  12S0 ;  and  BM.  Colbert,  do*.  842, 
SS0.  Hanng  oipatlated  tlnu  mnob,  and  p«rlu^e  tedionily,  about  these  rgnowned 
Tolnmea,  let  mo  iatTDduoe  to  tbe  notice  of  the  hemldio  reader  the  Coal  qf  Amu 
at  the  equally  renowned  Cwdinal — of  whoae  gennioa  editjooa  of  the  HomraUo 
Uinal  aad  Breriary  m;  ejea  -wan  h%bly  gi»tifled  with  a  ilgh^  in  the  eiqoUte 
llbrtiyofEarlBpenoer,  at  Altborp. 


P  *  Of  the  ToKcr  or  Book  (or  SUpKtat)  one  may  Indeed — to  ispeak  in  the  acrlp- 
ture  style — (and  pn^Mily  speaking,  ooDBidering  its  aituabion)  call  thu[neDe  "tho 
head  atone  of  the  oomer."  There  are  two  of  them  ;  aad,  whilst  they  remain  finn, 
his  majesty  is  ever  in  safety.  The  oommon  enemies,  therefore,  of  them  and  their 
king  watoh  their  least  motion  Tsry  narrowly,  and  irj  a  hundred  tricks  to  daooy 
Uiem  from  the  lungr's  side,  by  feints,  false  alarms,  atumbling  blocks,  or  auy  other 
method  that  can  be  contrived  to  ditert  tbem  from  their  duty.  TKc  vtne,  p.  IS' 
(Tide.  IN,  ante.)J 
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upon  record.  Not  more  stubbornly  did  the  Grecians  and 
Romans  upon  Troy's  plain,  or  the  English  and  French 
upon  Egypt's  shores,  contend  for  the  palm  of  victory, 
than  did  Philemon  and  Narcottus  compel  their  respective 
forces  to  signalize  themselves  in. this  hard-fought  game. 
To  change  the  simile  for  a  more  homely  one  ;  no  North- 
amptonshire hunt  was  ever  more  vigorously  kept  up; 
and  had  it  not  been  (at  least  so  Philemon  thought !)  for 
the  inadvertent  questions  of  Lysander,  respecting  the 
antiquity  of  the  amusement,  an  easy  victory  would  have 
been  obtained  by  my  guest  over  my  neighbour.  Lysander, 
with  his  usual  politeness,  took  all  the  blame  upon  himself. 
Philemon  felt,  as  all  chess-combatants  feel  upon  defeat, 
peevish  and  vexed.  But  the  admirably  well  adapted 
conversation  of  Lysander,  and  the  natural  diffidence  of 
Narcottus,  served  to  smooth  Philemon's  ruffled  plumage ; 
and  at  length  difiused  o'er  his  countenance  his  natural 
glow  of  good  humour. 

Tt  was  now  fast  advancing  towards  midnight ;  when 
Narcottus  withdrew  to  his  house,  and  my  guests  to  their 
chambers. 

To-morrow  came ;  and  with  the  morrow  came  compo- 
sure and  hilarity  in  the  countenances  of  my  guests.  The 
defeat  of  the  preceding  evening  was  no  longer  thought 
of;  except  that  Philemon  betrayed  some  little  marks  of 
irritability  on  Lysander's  shewing  him  the  fac-simile 
wood-cuts  of  the  pieces  and  men  in  Caxton's. edition  of 
the  game  of  -chess,  which  are  published  in  the  recent 
edition  of  the  Typographical  Antiquities  of  our  country. 

Lisardo  visited  us  betimes.  His  countenance,  on  his 
entrance  gave  indication  of  vexation  and  disappoint- 
ment— as  well  it  might;  for,  on  his  return  home  the 
preceding  evening,  he  found  the  following  note  from 
Lorenzo : — 

"My  dear  Lisardo; 

Our  friend's  visitors,  Lysander  and 

Philemon,  are  coming  with  their  host  to  eat  old  mutton, 

and  drink  old   sherry,   with   me  to-morrow ;  and  after- 

M  2 
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wards  to  discuss  subjects  of  bibliography.  I  do  not  ask 
you  to  join  them,  because  I  know  your  thorough  aversi<m 
to  every  thing  connected  with  such  topics.    Adieu ! 

Truly  yours^ 

LORBNZO." 

'' Little/'  exclaimed  Lisardo^  'Moes  he  know  of  my 
conversion.  I'll  join  you  uninvited ;  and  abide  by  the 
consequences." 

At  four  o'clock  we  set  off,  in  company  with  Lisardo^ 
for  Lorenzo's  dinner.  >•  I  need  hardly  add  that  the  com- 
pany of  the  latter  was  cordially  welcomed  by  our  host ; 
who,  before  the  course  of  pastry  was  cleared  away>  pro- 
posed a  sparkling  bumper  of  Malmsey  madeira/  to  com- 
memorate his  conversion  to  Bibliomaniadsm.  By  half- 
past-five  we  were  ushered  into  thb  library,  to  partake 
of  a  costly  dessert  of  rock  melons  and  Hamburgh  grapes^ 
with  all  their  appropriate  embellishments  of  n^cta^rines 
and  nuts.  Massive  and  curiously  cut  decanters,  filled 
with  the  genuine  juice  of  the  grape,  strayed  hackr- 
wards  and  for^vards  upon  the  table:  and  weU-fiimished 
minds,  which  could  not  refuse  the  luxury  of  such  a 
feast,  made  every  thing  as  pleasant  as  rational  pleasure 
could  be. 

Lis.  If  Lorenzo  have  not  any  thing  which  he  may 
conceive  more  interesting  to  propose,  I  move  that  you, 
good  Lysander,  now  resume  the  discussion  of  a  subject 
which  you  so  pleasantly  commenced  last  night 

Phil.     I  rise  to  second  the  motion. 

LoREN.    And  I,  to  give  it  every  support  in  my  power. 

Lysand.  There  is  no  resisting  such  adroitly  levelled 
attacks.  Do  pray  tell  me  what  it  is  you  wish  me  to  go 
on  with  T 

Phil.  The  history  of  book-collecting  and  of  book- 
collectors  in  this  country. 

Lis.    The  history  of  Bibliomania,  if  you  please. 

Lysand.  You  are  madder  than  the  maddest  of  book- 
collectors,  Lisardo.  But  I  will  gossip  away  upon  the 
subjects  as  well  as  I  am  able. 
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I  think  we  left  off  with  an  abuse  of  the  anti-biblioma- 
niacal  powers  of  chivalry.  Let  us  pursue  a  more  syste- 
matic method ;  and  begin,  as  Lisardo  says,  ^^  at  the 
beginning." 

In  the  plan  which  I  may  pursue,  you  must  forgive  me, 
my  firi^ids,  if  you  find  it  desultory  and  irregular  :  and,  as 
a  proof  of  the  sincerity  of  your  criticism,  I  earnestly  beg 
that,  like  the  chivabous  judge,  of  whom  mention  was 
made  last  night,  you  will  cry  out  "  Ho  !*'  when  you  wish 
me  to  cease.  But  where  shall  we  begin?  From  what 
period  shall  we  take  up  the  history  of  Bookism  (or,  if 
you  please.  Bibliomania)  in  this  country  ?  Let  us  pass 
over  those  long-bearded  gentlemen  called  the  Druids ;  for 
in  the  various  hypotheses  which  sagacious  antiquaries 
have  advanced  upon  their  beloved  Stone-henge,  none,  I 
bdieve,  are  to  be  found' wherein  the  traces  of  a  Library, 
in  that  vast  ruin,  are  pretended  to  be  discovered.  As  the 
Dmids  were  sparing  of  their  writing,^  they  probably 
read  the  more ;  but  whether  they  carried  their  books  with 
ibem  into  trees,  or  made  their  pillows  of  them  upon 
Salisbary-plain,  tradition  is  equally  silent.  Let  us  there- 
finre  preserve  the  same  prudent  silence,  and  march  on  at 
once  into  the  seventh,  eighth,  and  ninth  centuries ;  in 
which  the  learning  of  Bede,  Alcuin,  Erigena,  and  Alfred, 
strikes  us  with  no  small  degree  of  amazement.  Yet  we 
must  not  forget  that  their  predecessor  Theodore,  arch- 
Mshop  of  Canterbury,  was  among  the  earliest  book-col- 
lectors in  this  country ;  for  he  brought  over  from  Rome, 
not  only  a  number  of  able  professors,  but  a  valuable 
collection  of  books.t  Such,  however,  was  the  scarcity  of 
the  book  article,  that  Benedict  Biscop  (a  founder  of  the 

*  Julius  CSesar  tells  us  that  they  dared  Dot  to  oommit  their  laws  to  writing. 
Dt  BeiL  OalL,  lib,  yi.,  §.  xiii-xviiL 

t  Dr.  Hemy's  Hist,  qf  Gh-ecU  Britain,  vol.  iv.,  p.  12.,  edit.  1800,  8vo.  We  shall 
readfly  forgive  Theodore*8  singularity  of  opinions  in  rospeot  to  some  cases  of 
phanuey,  in  which  he  held  it  to  be  "dangerous  to  perform  bleeding  on  the  fourth 
day  of  the  moon  ;  becanse  both  the  light  of  the  moon  and  the  tides  of  the  sea 
were  then  upon  the  increase." — We  shall  readily  forgive  this,  when  we  think  of 
hii  laadable  spirit  of  bxbuomania. 
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monastery  of  Weremouth  in  Northumberland),  a  short 
tune  after,  made  not  fewer  than  five  journeys  to  Rome  to 
purchase  books,  and  other  necessary  things  for  his  mo- 
nastery— for  one  of  which  books  our  immortal  Alfred  (a 
very  Helbio  Ubrorum !  as  you  wiU  presently  learn)  gave 
afterwards  as  much  land  as  eight  ploughs  could  labour.* 
We  now  proceed  to  Bedb  ;  whose  library  I  conjecture  to 
have  been  both  copious  and  curious.  What  matin  and 
midnight  vigils  must  this  literary  phenomenon  have 
patiently  sustained !  What  a  full  and  variously  furnished 
mind  was  his !  Read  the  table  of  contents  of  the  eight 
folio  volumes  of  the  Cologne  editionf  of  his  works,  as 
given  by  Dr.  Henry  in  the  appendix  to  the  fourth  volume 
of  his  history  of  our  own  country;  and  judge,  however 
you  may  wish  that  the  author  had  gone  less  into  abstruse 
and  ponderous  subjects,  whether  it  was  barely  possible 
to  avoid  falling  upon  such  themes,  considering  the  gross 
ignorance  and  strong  bias  of  the  age  ?  Before  this,  per- 
haps, I  ought  slightly  to  have  noticed  In  a,  king  of  the 
West  Saxons,  whose  ideas  of  the  comforts  of  a  monastery, 
and  whose  partiality  to  handsome  book-grinding,  we  may 
gather  from  a  curious  passage  in  Stow's  Chronicle  or 
Annals4 

*  Dr.  Henry  says  that  "This  bai^in  was  concluded  by  Benedict  with  the 
king  a  little  before  his  death,  A.  D.  690 ;  and  the  book  was  delivered,  and  the 
estate  received  by  his  successor  abbot  Ceolfred."  Hist  qf  Oreat  Bintaiti,  voL  iv., 
p.  21.  There  must  bo  some  mistake  here  :  as  Alfred  was  not  bom  till  the  middle 
of  the  ninth  century.  Bed,  HisL  Abbot  Wermuthen,  edit.  Smith,  pp.  297-8,  is 
quoted  by  Dr.  Henry. 

t  1612,  folio.  De  Bure  (Bibliogr.  Tnttruct.  n^.  S58)  might  have  just  infonned 
us  that  the  Paris  and  Basil  editions  of  Bede's  works  are  incomplete :  and,  at  n*. 
4444,  where  he  notices  the  Cambridge  edition  of  Bede's  EceUsiattical  Hittovy, 
(1644,  foL)  we  may  add  that  a  previous  English  translation  of  it,  by  the  celebrated 
Stapleton,  had  been  printed  at  Antwerp  in  1565,  4to.,  containing  some  few  admi- 
rably-well executed  wood  cuts.  Stapleton's  translation  has  become  a  scarce  book  ; 
and,  as  almost  every  copy  of  it  now  to  be  found  is  in  a  smeared  and  crazy  oon- 
dition,  we  may  judge  that  it  was  once  popular  and  much  read. 

t  The  passage  is  partly  as  follows—"  the  sayde  king  did  also  erect  a  ohapell  ot 
gold  and  silver  (to  wit,  garnished)  with  ornaments  and  vesselles  likewise  of  golde 
and  siluer,  to  the  building  of  the  which  chappell  hee  gaue  2640  pounds  of  siluer, 
and  to  the  altar  264  pounde  of  golde,  a  chaleis  with  the  patten,  tenne  pounde  of 
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We  have  mentioned  Alcuin  :  whom  Ashmole  calls  one 
of  the  school-mistresses  to  France.^  How  incomparably 
brilliant  and  beautifully  polished  was  this  great  man's 
mind ! — and,  withal,  what  an  enthusiastic  bibliomaniac ! 
Ready  in  particular,  his  celebrated  letter  fo  Charlemagne, 
which  Dr.  Henry  has  very  ably  translated  ;  and  see,  how 
zealous  he  there  shews  himself  to  enrich  the  library  of 
his  archiepiscopal  patron  with  good  books  and  indus- 
trious students.t  Well  might  Egbert  be  proud  of  his 
librarian :  the  first,  I  believe  upon  record,  who  has  com- 
posed a  catalogue :|:  of  books  in  Latin  hexameter  verse: 
and  full  reluctantly,  I  ween,  did  this  librarian  take 
leave  of  his  CeU  stored  with  the  choicest  volumes — as 
we  may  judge  from  his  pathetic  address  to  it,  on  quitting 
England  for  France !  If  I  recollect  righfly,  Mr.  Turner's 
elegant  translation  §  of  it  begins  thus : 

"  0  my  lov'd  cell;  sweet  dwelling  of  my  soul, 
Most  I  for  ever  say,  dear  spot,  farewell  1" 

Now,  don't  imagine,  my  dear  Lisardo,  that  this  anguish 
of  heart  proceeded  from  his  leaving  behind  all  the  wood- 
bines, and  apple-trees,  and  singing  birds,  which  were 

golde,  a  oensar  8  pound,  and  twenty  mancas  of  golde,  two  candlestickB,  twelne 
pound  and  a  halfe  of  aiuoT,  a  kivkr  for  the  gospel  booke  twenty  founds  1 
&o.  This  was  attached  to  the  monastery  of  Glastonbury ;  which  Jna  built  "  in 
a  fenni  place  out  of  the  way,  to  the  end  the  monkes  mought  so  much  the  more 
glue  their  minds  to  heauenly  things,"  ko,    ChronicUf  edit.  1615,  p.  76. 

*  ThetUrum  CAanieum,  prolog,  sign.  A.  8.  rect. 

f  HiOofry  ofOrtaJL  Britain,  toL  iv.,  pp.,  82,  86.  "Literatorum  riromm  fantor 
et  Msecenaa  habebatur  SBtate  sua  maximus  ac  doctissimus,"  says  Bale  :  Scrip, 
Bryian,  Illutir,,  p.  109.,  edit.  1559.  *'  Pr»  cseteris  (says  Lomeier)  insignem  in 
colligendis  illustrium  virorum  scriptis  operam  dedit  Egbertus  Eboracensis  archie- 
piscopus,  &c. :  qui  nobilissimam  Eboraci  bibliothecam  instituit,  oujos  meminit' 
Alcuinis,"  kc,  De  Bibliotheeis,  p.  151.  We  are  here  informed  that  the  arch- 
bishop's library,  together  with  the  cathedral  of  York,  were  accidentaUy  burnt  by 
ftre  in  the  reign  of  Stephen. 

X  This  curious  catalogue  is  printed  by  Dr.  Henry,  from  Qale's  Rer,  Angliear, 
Seriptor,  Vef.,  torn,  i.,  730.  The  entire  works  of  Alcuin  were  printed  at  Paris,  in 
1617,  folio :  and  again,  at  Ratisbon,  in  1777,  fol.,  2  toIs.  See  Foumier's  Diet, 
PortaL  de  Bibliographie,  p.  12.  Some  scarce  separately-printed  treatises  of  the 
same  great  man  are  noticed  in  the  first  vplume  of  the  appendix  to  Bauer's  Bibl, 
Libror,  Rnrior.,  p.  44. 

§  Anglo-Saxon  Jlistory,  vol.  ii.,  p.  355,  edit.  1808,  4to. 
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wont  to  gratify  his  senses  near  the  said  cell,  and  which 
he  could  readily  meet  with  in  another  clime  ! — No^  no : 
this  monody  is  the  genuine  language  of  a  bibliomaniac, 
upon  being  compelled  to  take  a  long  adieu  of  his  choicest 
book-treasures,  ^stored  in  some  secretly-cut  recess  of  his 
hermitage ;  and  of  which  neither  his  patron,  nor  his 
illustrious  predecessor,  Bede,  had  ever  dreamt  of  the  ex- 
istence of  copies !  But  it  is  time  to  think  of  Johannes 
ScoTUS  Erigena  ;  the  most  facetious  wag  of  his  times, 
notwithstanding  his  simame  of  the  Wise.  "  While  Great 
Britain  (says  Bale)  was  a  prey  to  intestine  wars,  our 
philosopher  was  travelling  quietly  abroad  amidst  the 
academic  bowers  of  Greece ;"  *  and  there  I  suppose  he 
acquired,  with  his  knowledge  of  the  Greek  language,  a 
taste  for  book-collecting  and  punning,  f  He  was  in  truth 
-a  marvellous  man  ;  as  we  may  gather  firom  the  eulogy  of 
him  by  Brucker.  J 

In  his  celebrated  work  upon  predestination,  he  main- 
tained that  '^  material  fire  is  no  part  of  the  torments  of 
the  damned  ;"  §  a  very  singular  notion  in  those  times  of 

*  Freely  translated  from  his  Script  Brytan,  Illuttr.,  p.  124. 

f  Soot's  oelebrated  reply  to  his  patron  and  admirer,  Charles  the  Bald,  was  first 
made  a  popular  story,  I  belieye,  among  the  "  wise  speeches^  in  Camden*s  Remaiius, 
where  it  is  thus  told :  "Johannes  Erigena,  sumamed  Sootus,  a  man  renowned  for 
learning,  sitting  at  the  table,  in  respect  of  his  learning,  with  Charles  the  Bauld, 
Emperor  and  King  of  France,  behaTod  himselfe  as  a  slovenly  soholler,  nothing 
courtly ;  whereupon  the  Emperor  asked  him  merrily.  Quid  interett  inter  Seotum 
et  Sotwn  t  (what  is  there  between  a  Soot  and  a  Sot  ?)  He  merrily,  but  yet  mala- 
pertly  answered,  'Menta* — ( the  table)  :  as  though  the  emperor  were  the  Sot 
and  he  the  Scot."  p.  286.  Moger  Hoveden  ia  quoted  as  the  authority ;  but  one 
would  like  to  know  where  Hoveden  got  his  information,  if  Scotus  has  not  mention- 
ed the  anecdote  in  his  own  works  ?  Since  Camden's  time,  this  facetious  stogr  has 
.  been  told  by  almost  every  historian  and  annalist. 

t  HiiL  Phiiowph,,  tom.  8, 616 :  as  referred  to  ancl  quoted  by  Dr.  Henry ;  whose 
account  of  our  book-champion,  although  less  valuable  than  Mackenzie's^  is  ex- 
ceedingly interesting. 

§  "  He  endeavours  to  prove,  in  his  logical  way,  that  the  torments  of  the  damned 
are  mere  privations  of  the  happiness,  or  the  trouble  of  being  deprived  of  it ;  so 
that,  according  to  him,  material  fire  is  no  part  of  the  torments  of  the  damned ;  Uiat 
there  is  no  other  fire  prepared  for  them  but  the  fourth  element,  through  which 
the  bodies  of  all  men  must  pass ;  but  that  the  bodies  of  the  elect  are  changed 
into  an  lotherial  nature,  and  are  not  subject  to  the  power  of  fire  :  whereas,  on  the 
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superstition^  when  the  minds  of  men  were  har- 
.Kt>wed  into  despair  by  descriptions  of  hell's  torments — 
^3Ukd  I  notice  it  here  merely  because  I  should  like  to  be 
.Mnformed  in  what  curious  book  the  said  John  Scotus 
JErigena  acquired  the  said  notion  ?  Let  us  now  proceed 
"A)  Alfred  ;  whose  bust,  I  see^  adorns  that  department  of 
JLorenzo's  library  which  is  devoted  to  English  History. 

This  great  and  good  man,  the  boast  and  the  bulwark 

^nf  his  country,  was  instructed  by  his  mother,  from  infancy, 

sn  such  golden  rules  of  virtue  and  good  sense  that  one 

^wls  a  regret  at  not  knowing  more  of  the  family,  early 

jears,  and  character,  of  such  a  parent.    As  she  told  him 

^hat  "  a  wise  and  a  good  man  suffered  no  part  of  his  time, 

lyut  what  is  necessarily  devoted  to  bodily  exercise,  to  pass 

±1  unprofitable  inactivity"-— you  may  be  sure  that,  with 

«iich  book-propensities  as  he  felt,  Alfred  did  not  fail  to 

make  the  most  of  the  fleeting  hour.    Accordingly  we  find, 

:£rom  his  ancient  biographer,   that   he   resolutely  set  to 

^work  by  the  aid  of  his  wax  tapers,^  and  produced  some 

oootmy,  the  bodies  of  the  wicked  are  changed  into  air,  and  sufiFer  tormente  by 
the  itn,  becauae  of  their  contrary  qualities.  And  for  this  reason  'tis  that  the 
dumoni,  who  had  a  body  of  an  ntherial  natnre,  were  massed  with  a  body  of  air, 
thai  they  might  feel  the  iire."  MachenzU't  ScoUith  Writers :  vol.  L,  49.  All 
tUs  may  be  ingenious  enough ;  of  its  truth,  a  future  state  only  will  be  the  eri- 
dnoei  Very  different  from  that  of  Scotus  is  the  language  of  Gregory  Narien- 
MO :  "  Exit  in  inferno  frigus  insuperabile :  ignis  ineztinguibilis :  vermis  immor- 
tilis :  fetor  tntollerabilis  :  tenebne  palpabiles ;  flagella  cedencium :  horrenda 
vIbo  demonom :  desperatio  omnium  bonorum."  This  I  gather  from  the  Speeur 
luM  ChrutiMu,  fol.  27,  printed  by  Machlinia,  in  the  fifteenth  century.  The  idea 
is  enlarged,  and  the  picture  aggravated,  in  a  great  nimiber  of  nearly  oontempo- 
naeoiis  publications,  which  will  be  noticed,  in  part-,  hereafter.  It  is  reported 
tiiat  aome  sermons  are  about  to  be  published,  in  which  the  personality  of  Satan 
is  qoestioned  and  denied.  Thus  having,  by  the  ingenuity  of  Scotus,  got  rid  of 
the  Are  "  which  is  never  quenched" — and,  by  means  of  modem  sceptidsm,  of  the 
derfl,  who  is  constantly  "seeking  whom  he  may  devour,"  we  may  go  on  com* 
foitably  enoogh,  without  such  awkward  checks,  in  the  oommisaion  of-  every 
of  folly  and  crime  t 


*  The  story  of  the  wax  tapert  is  related  both  by  Asser  and  William  of 
Mshnesbmy,  <Uffering  a  little  in  tiie  unessential  parts  of  it.  It  is  this :  Alfred  com- 
mnded  six  wax  tapers  to  be  made,  each  12  inches  in  length,  and  of  as  many 
ounces  in  weight.  On  these  tapers  ho  caused  the  inches  to  bo  regularly  marked  ; 
and  having  found  that  one  taper  burnt  just  four  hours,  he  committed  them  to 
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very  respectable  compositions ;  for  which  I  refer  you  to 
Mr.  Turner's  excellent  account  of  their  author :  *  adding 
only  that  Alfred's  translation  of  Boethius  is  esteemed 
his  most  popular  performance. 

After  Alfred,  we  may  just  notice  his  son  Edward^ 
and  his  gnrandson  Athblstan;  the  former  of  whom  is 
supposed  by  Roust  (one  of  the  most  credulous  of  oar 
early  historians)  to  have  founded  the  University  of  Cam- 
bridge. The  latter  had  probably  greater  abilities  than 
his  predecessor ;  and  a  thousand  pities  it  is  that  William 
of  Malmesbury  should  have  been  so  stem  and  squeamish 
as  not  to  give  us  the  substance  of  that  old  book,  Contain- 
ing a  life  of  Athelstan — which  he  discovered,  and  suppos- 
ed to  be  coeval  with  the  monarch — because,  forsooth,  the 
account  was  too  uniformly  flattering!  Let  me  here^ 
however,  refer  you  to  that  beautiful  translation  of  a 
Saxon    ode,    written    in  conmiemoration    of  Athelstan's 

the  care  of  the  keepers  of  hia  ohapel ;  who,  from  time  to  time  gaTe  bim  notloa 
honr  the  hours  went.  But  as  in  windy  weather  the  tapers  were  more  wasted — ^to 
remedy  this  inconvenience,  he  placed  them  in  a  kind  of  lanthom,  there  being  no 
glass  to  be  met  with  in  his  dominions.  This  event  is  supposed  to  bave  oocarred 
after  Alfred  had  ascended  the  throne.  In  his  younger  days,  Asser  tells  us  that 
he  used  to  carry  about,  in  his  bosom,  day  and  night,  a  curiously-written  TolimM 
of  hours,  and  pndms,  and  prayers,  which  by  some  are  supposed  to  have  been  the 
composition  of  Aldhelm.  That  Alfred  had  the  highest  opinion  of  Aldhelm,  and 
of  his  predecessors  and  contemporaries,  is  indisputable  ;  for  in  his  famons  letter 
to  Wulfseg,  Bishop  of  London,  he  takes  a  retrospective  view  of  the  times  in 
which  they  lived,  as  affording  **  churches  and  monasteries  filled  with  libnute  o^ 
excellent  books  in  several  languages.*'  It  is  quite  clear,  therefore,  that  our  great 
Alfred  was  not  a  little  infected  with  the  bibliomaniacal  disease. 

•  The  Biitoiy  of  the  Anglo-SaxoJis ;  by  Sharon  Turner,  F.S.A.,  1808,  4to., 
2  vols.  This  is  the  last  and  best  edition  of  a  work  which  places  Mr.  Turner  quits 
at  the  head  of  ihose  historians  who  have  treated  of  tiie  age  of  Alfred. 

• 

*t*  ConBuli  Johannit  Rossi  HUtoria  Reffum  Anglia;  edii.  Beame,  1745,  8vo.y 
p.  96.  This  passage  has  been  faithfully  translated  by  Dr.  Henry.  But  let  the 
lover  of  knotty  points  in  ancient  matters  look  into  Master  Henry  Bynneman's 
prettily  printed  impression  (A.  D.  1568)  of  />«  AntiquUaie  Caniabrigiauu 
Aeademia,  p.  14 — where  the  antiquity  of  the  University  of  Cambridge  is  gravelj 
assigned  to  the  ton,  of  Gurguntius's  reign,  A.M.  3588  !— Nor  must  we  rest  satis- 
fied with  the  ingenious  temerity  of  this  author's  claims  in  favour  of  his  beloved 
Cambridge,  until  we  have  patiently  examined  Thomas  Heame's  edition  (A.  D. 
1720)  of  Tkomai  Caii  Vindie.  Aniiquitat.  Acad.  Oxon  :  a  work  well  deserving  of  a 
auug  plaoe  in  the  antiquary's  cabinet. 
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decisive  victory  over  the  Danes  of  Bninamborg:,  which 
Mr.  George  Ellis  has  inserted  in  his  interesting  volumes 
of  Specimens  of  the  Early  English  Poets:*  and  always  bear 
in  recollection  that  this  monarch  shewed  the  best  proof  of 
his  attachment  to  books  by  employing  as  many  learned 
men  as  he  could  collect  together  for  the  purpose  of  trans- 
lating the  Scriptures  into  his  native  Saxon  tongue. 

Let  us  pass  by  that  extraordinary  scholar^  courtier, 
statesman,  and  monk — St.  Dunstan  ;  by  observing  only 
that,  as  he  was  even  more  to  Edgar  than  Wolsey  was  to 
Henry  VIII. — ^so,  if  there  had  then  been  the  same  love  of 
literature  and  progress  in  civilization  which  marked 
the  opening  of  the  sixteenth  century,  Dunstan  would 
have  equalled,  if  not  eclipsed,  Wolsey  in  the  magnifi- 
cence and  utility  of  his  institutions.  How  many  volumes 
of  legends  he  g^ve  to  the  library  of  Glastonbury,  of 
which  he  was  once  the  abbot,  or  to  Canterbury,  of  which 
he  was  afterwards  the  Archbishop,  I  cannot  take  upon 
me  to  guess :  as  I  have  neither  of  Heame's  three  publi- 
cationst  relating  to  Glastonbury  in  my  humble  library. 

•  Edit.  1803,  vol.  L,  p.  14. 

f  There  is  an  ample  Catalogue  Baisonn^  of  these  three  scarce  publications  in 
the  first  volume  of  the  British  Bibltographer,  And  to  supply  the  deficiency  of 
any  extract  from  them,  in  this  place,  take,  kind-hearted  reader,  the  following — 
which  I  have  gleaned  from  Eadmer's  account  of  Bt  Dunstan,  as  incorporated  in 
Wharton's  Anglta-Sacni— and  vi^iich  would  not  have  been  inserted  could  I  have 
^discovered  any  thing  in  this  same  relating  to  book-presents  to  Canterbury  cathe- 
dral.—"Once  on  a  time,  the  king  went  a  hunting  early  on  Sunday  morning; 
and  requested  the  Archbishop  to  postpone  the  celebration  of  the  mass  till  he 
returned.  About  three  hours  afterwards,  Dunstan  went  into  the  cathedral,  put 
on  his  robes,  and  waited  at  the  altar  in  expectation  of  the  king — where,  reeUning 
with  his  arms  in  a  devotional  posture,  he  was  absorbed  in  tears  and  prayers.  A 
gentle  sleep  suddenly  possessed  him ;  he  was  snatched  up  into  heaven ;  and  in  a 
vision  associated  with  a  company  of  angels,  whose  harmonious  voices,  chaunting 
Kyrie  eUyson,  KyrU  eleyton,  Kyrit  eteyson,  burst  upon  his  ravished  ears  t  He 
afterwards  came  to  himself,  and  demanded  whether  or  not  the  king  had  arrived  f 
Upon  being  answered  in  the  negative,  he  betook  himself  again  to  his  prayers, 
and,  after  a  short  interval,  was  once  more  absorbed  in  celdstial  extasies,  and 
heard  a  loud  voice  from  heaven  saying — Ite,  nUsta  est.  He  had  no  sooner 
returned  thanks  to  Ood  for  the  same,  when  the  king's  clerical  attendants  cried 
out  that  his  majesty  had  arrived,  and  entreated  Dunstan  to  dispatch  the  mass. 
But  he,  turning  from  the  altar,  declared  that  the  mass  had  been  already  cele- 
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We  may  open  the  eleventh  century  with  Canute; 
upon  whose  political  talents  this  is  not  the  place  to 
expatiate:  but  of  whose  bibliomaniacal  character  the 
illuminated  MS.  of  The  Four  Gospels  in  the  Danish 
tongue — now  in  the  British  Museum,  and  once  this 
monarch's  own  book — leaves  not  the  shadow  of  a  doubt ! 
From  Canute  we  may  proceed  to  notice  that  extraor- 
dinary literary  triumvirate  —  Ingulph,  Lanfiranc^  and 
Anselm.  No  rational  man  can  hesitate  about  numbering 
them  among  the  very  first  rate  book-collectors  of  that 
age.  As  to  Ingulph,  let  us  only  follow  him,  in  his  boy- 
hood, in  his  removal  from  school  to  college :  let  us 
fancy  we  see  him,  with  his  Quatuor  Sermones  on  a  Sun- 
day— and  his  Cunabula  Artis  QrammatioB*  on  a  week 
day — ^uiider  his  arm  :  making  his  obeisance  to  Edgitha, 
the  queen  of  Edward  the  Confessor,  and  introduced  by 
her  to  William  Duke  of  Normandy !  Again,  when  he 
was  placed,  by  this  latter  at  the  head  of  the  rich-  abbey 
of  Croyland,  let  us  fancy  we  see  him  both  adding  to, 
and  arranging,  its  curious  libraryf — before  he  ventured 

brated ;  and  that  no  other  mass  shoold  be  performed  during  that  day.  Haiiiig 
put  off  his  robeSy  he  enquired  of  his  attendants  into  the  truth  of  the  transactkm;  who 
told  him  what  had  happened.  Then,  assuming  a  magisterial  power,  he  prcdiibited 
the  king,  in  future,  from  hunting  on  a  Sunday ;  and  taught  his  disdplea  the 
Kyrie  eleyton,  which  he  had  heard  in  heaven  :  hence  this  ejaculation,  in  many 
places,  now  obtains  as  a  part  of  the  mass  service."  Tom.  iL,  p.  217.  What 
shall  we  say  to  "the  amiable  and  elegant  Eadmer"  for  this  valuable  pinoe  of 
'  biographical  information  ? — ^The  face  of  things  was  so  changed  by  the  endeavoan 
of  Dunstan,  and  his  master,  Ethelwald,  that  in  a  short  time  learning  was  generally 
restored,  and  began  to  flourish.  From  this  period,  the  monasteries  were  the 
schools  and  seminaries  of  almost  the  whole  clergy,  both  secular  and  rognUur." 
Collier's  BeeUt,  History,  voL  ii.,  p.  19,  ool.  2.  That  Glastonbury  had  many  and 
excellent  books,  vide  Heamo's  Antiquities  qf  OlasUmlmry ;  pp.  LZZI7-yiL  At 
Cambridge  there  is  a  catalogue  of  the  MSS.  which  were  in  Qlastonbuiy  lifaraiy, 
A.  D.  1248. 

*  These  were  the  oommon  school  books  of  the  period. 

f  Though  the  abbey  of  Croyland  was  burnt  only  twenty«five  years  after  the 
conquest,  its  library  then  consisted  of  900  volumes,  of  which  300  were  very  lazge. 
The  lovers  of  English  lustory  and  antiquities  are  much  indebted  to  Ingulph  for 
his  excellent  history  of  the  abbey  of  Croyland,  from  its  foundation,  A.D.  664,  to 
A.D.  1091 :  into  which  he  hath  introduced  much  of  the  general  history  of  the 
kingdom,  with  a  variety  of  curious  anecdotes  that  are  no  where  else  to  be  found. 
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upon  writing  the  history  of  the  said  abbey.  From  Ingulph 
we  go  to  Lanfranc  ;  who>  in  his  earlier  years/  gratified 
his  book  appetites  in  the  quiet  and  congenial  seclusion 
of  his  little  favourite  abbey  in  Normietndy :  where  he 
afterwards  opened  a  school^  the  celebrity  of  which  was 
acknowledged  throughout  Europe.  From  being  a  peda- 
gogrue^  let  us  trace  him  in  his  virtuous  career  to  the 
primacy  of  England ;  and  when  we  read  of  his  studious 
and  unimpeachable  behaviour^  as  head  of  the  see  of 
Canterbury,^  let  us  acknowledge  that  a  love  of  books 
and  of  mental  cultivation  is  among  the  few  comforts  in 
this  world  of  which  neither  craft  nor  misfortune  can  de- 
prive us.  To  Lanfranc  succeeded,  in  book-fame'  and  in 
professional  elevation,  his  disciple  Anselm  ;  who  was 
"lettered  and  chaste  of  his  childhood/*  says  Trevisaif 
but  who  was  better  suited  to  the  cloister  than  to  the 
primacy.  For,  although,  like  Wulston,  Bishop  of  Wor- 
cester, he  might  have  **  sung  a  long  mass,  and  held  him 
apayred  with  only  the  offering  of  Christian  men,  and  was 

Dr.  Henbt  :  book  iii.,  chap.  !▼.,  §  1  and  2.  But  Ingulph  merits  a  more  parti- 
cular eulogium.  The  editors  of  that  stupendous,  and  in  truth,  matchless  collec- 
tion of  national  history,  entitled  lUcueil  da  Historiens  des  OatUes,  thus  say  of 
him :  "II  avoit  tout  tu  en  bon  connoisBeur,  et  ce  qu'il  rapporte,  il  F^crit  en 
homme  lettr^,  judicieux  et  vrai :"  torn,  xi.,  p.  xlij.  In  case  any  reader  of  this  note 
and  lover  of  romance  literature  should  happen  to  be  unacquainted  with  the 
French  langua^  I  will  add,  from  the  same  respectable  authority,  that  "The 
readers  of  the  JRound  Table  Hittory  should  be  informed  that  there  are  many 
minute  and  curious  descriptions  in  Ingulph  which  throw  considerable  light  upon 
the  history  of  AndeitU  Chivalry.**  Ibid.  See  too  the  animated  eulogy  upon  him, 
at  p.  158,  note  a,  of  the  same  Yolume.  These  learned  editors  have,  however,  for- 
gotten to  notice  that  the  best,  and  only  perfect,  edition  of  Ingulph's  History  of 
Croyland  Abbey,  with  the  continuation  of  the  same,  by  Peter  de  Blois  and 
Edward  Abbas,  is  that  which  is  inserted  in  the  first  Tolmne  of  Gale's  Herum 
Angliearum  Scripiares  Vderes:  Oxon,  1684.  (3  Tols.) 

Lanfbakc  was  obliged,  against  his  will,  by  the  express  command  of  Abbot 
Harlein,  to  take  upon  him  the  archbishopric  in  the  year  1070.  He  governed 
that  church  for  nineteen  years  together,  with  a  great  deal  of  wisdom  and  authority. 
His  largest  work  is  a  commentary  upon  the  Epistles  of  St.  Paul ;  which  is  some- 
times not  very  faithfully  quoted  by  Peter  Lombard.  His  treatise  iu  favour  of  the 
real  presence,  in  opposition  to  Birenger,  is  one  of  his'  most  remarkable  perform- 
ances. His  letters  "  are  short  and  few,  but  contain  in  them  things  very  remark- 
able."   Du  Pin's  Ecclesiastical  History,  vol.  xi.,  p.  12,  &c.,*edit.  1699. 

t  Polychronicoii,  Coxton's  edit.,  sign.  46,  rev. 
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holden  a  clean  mayde,  and  did  no  outrage  in  drink/'*  yet 
in  his  intercourse  with  William  II.  and  Henry  I.,  he  in- 
volved himself  in  ceaseless  quarrels ;  and  quitted  both 
his  archiepiscopal  chair  and  the  country.  His  m^nory, 
however,  is  consecrated  among  the  fathers  of  scholastic 
divinity. 

And  here  you  may  expect  me  to  notice  that  carious 
book-reader  and  CJoUector,  Girald,  Archbishop  oj  York, 
who  died  just  at  the  close  of  the  11th  century.  Let  us 
fancy  we  see  him,  according  to  Trevisa^f  creeping  quietly 
to  his  garden  arbour,  and  devoting  his  midnight  vigils  to 
the  investigation  of  that  old-fashioned  author,  Julias 
Firmicus;  whom  Fabricius  calls  by  a  name  little  diort 
of  that  of  an  old  woman.  It  is  a  pity  we  know  not  more 
of  the  private  studies  of  such  a  bibliomaniac.  And 
equally  to  be  lamented  it  is  that  we  have  not  some  more 
substantial    biographical  memoirs  of    that  distinguished 

*  Polyehronieon.  Caxton's  edit.,  fol.  cccrj.  rev.  Poor  Caxton  (towardi  whom 
tha  reader  will  naturally  conceive  I  bear  some  little  affection)  is  thai  dragooned 
into  the  list  of  naughty  writers  who  have  ventured  to  speak  mildly  (and  Justly) 
of  Anselm's  memory.  "  They  feign  in  another  fable  that  he  (Anselm)  tare  with 
his  teeth  Christ's  flesh  from  his  bones,  as  he  hung  on  the  rood,  for  withholding 
the  lands  of  certain  bishoprics  and  abbies  :  Polydorus  not  being  ashamed  to  n. 
hearse  it.  Somewhere  they  call  him  a  red  dragon  :  somewhere  a  fiery  serpent, 
and  a  bloody  tyrant ;  for  occupying  the  fruits  of  their  vacant  beneficee  about  hit 
princely  buildings.  Thus  rail  thoy  of  their  kings,  without  either  reason  or  shame, 
in  their  legends  of  abominable  lies :  Look  Eadmerus,  Helinandus,  VinoentiuSy 
Matthew  of  Westminster,  Rudbome,  Capgrave,  William  Caxton,  Polydore, 
and  others.*'  This  is  the  language  of  master  Bale,  in  his  Acta  of  Bnjfiytkt 
Votatya,  pt.  ii.,  sign.  I.  vij.  rev.  Tisdale's  e<lit.  No  wonder  Heame  says  of  the 
author,  /'eratimmoderataintemperantia." — Bened,  Abbas,,  vol.  i.,  prsf.  p.  zz. 

•f*  "  This  yere  deyd  thomas  archbisohop  of  york  and  gyralde  was  firohebishop 
after  him  ;  a  lecherous  man,  a  wytch  and  euyl  doer,  as  the  fame  tellyth,  for  under 
his  pyle  whan  he  dcyde  in  an  erber  was  founde  a  book  of  curyous  craftes,  the 
book  hight  Julius  frumeus.  In  that  booke  he  radde  pryuoly  in  the  under  tydes, 
therefor  unnetho  the  clerkes  of  his  chirche  would  suffre  him  be  buryed  under  heuene 
without  hooly  chirche,"  Polyehronieon:  Caxton's  edit,,  sign.  43.,  4  rect.  (fol.  cccxlij.) 
Oodwyn  says  that  "he  was  laide  at  the  ontrance  of  the  church  p(vch.''  Bayls 
chaigetii  hhn  (continues  he)  with  sorcery  and  coniuration,  because,  forsooth,  that, 
after  his  death,  there  was  found  in  his  chamber  a  volume  of  Firmicus  :  who  writ 
of  astrology  indeed,  but  of  coniuration  nothing  that  ever  I  heard."  Caialoffw  f^ 
ike  Biihops  qf  Englatidf  p.  453— edit.  1601.  Concerning  Girord's  favourite  author, 
consult  Fabricius's  Bibl.  Lot, :  cum  Erntsti,  vol.  iii.,  p.  114,  &c.,  edit.  1778. 
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bibliomaniac,  Herman,  bishop  of  Salisbury;  a  Norman 
by  birth ;  and  who  learnt  the  art  of  book  -  binding 
and  book-illumination,  before  he  had  been  brought 
over  into  this  country  by  William  the  Conqueror.* 
(A  character,  by  the  bye,  who,  however  completely 
hollow  were  his  claims  to  the  crown  of  England,  can 
never  be  reproached  with  a  backwardness  in  promoting 
learned  men  to  the  several  great  offices  of.  church  and 
state.) 

LoRBN.  If  you  proceed  thus  systematically,  my  good 
Lysander,  the  morning  cock  wiD  crow  'ere  we  arrive  at 
the  book-annals  even  of  the  Reformation. 

Lysand.  It  is  true ;  I  am  proceeding  rather  too  metho- 
dically. And  yet  I  suppose  I  should  not  obtain  Lisardo*s 
forgiveness  if^  in  arriving  at  -the  period  of  Henry  the 
Second,  t  I  did  not  notice  that  extraordinary  student 
and  politician,  Begket  ! 

Lis.  At  your  peril  omit  him!  I  think  (although  my 
black-letter  reading  be  very  limited)  that  Bale,  in  his 
English  Votaries,  has  a  curious  description  of  this  re- 
nowned archbishop ;  whose  attachment  to  books,  in  his 
boyish  years,  must  on  all  sides  be  admitted. 

Lysand.  You  are  right.  Bale  has  some  extraordinary 
strokes  of  description  in  his  account  of  this  canonized 
character :  but  if  I  can  trust  to  my  memory  (which  the 
juice   of  Lorenzo's   nectar,   here   before   us,   may   have 

*  Leland  tells  us  that  Herman  erected  "  a  Doblo  library  at  Salisbury,  having 
got  together  some  of  the  best  and  most  ancient  works  of  illustrious  authors  :"  de 
Scriptor,  Britan,,  vol.  L,  174 :  and  Dugdale,  according  to  Warton  (Monattieott 
Anglican.,  vol.  iii.,  p.  875),  says  that  "  he  was  so  fond  of  letters  that  he  did  not 
AiaAnin  to  bind  and  illuminate  books.  " 

+  I  make  no  apology  to  the  reader  for  presenting  him  with  the  following  origi- 
nal character  of  our  once  highly  and  justly  celebrated  monarch,  Henry  II. — ^by 
the  able  pen  of  Trevisa.  "  This  Henry  II.  was  somewhat  reddish,  with  large 
face  and  breast ;  and  yellow  eyen  and  a  dim  voice ;  and  fleshy  of  body ;  and 
took  but  scarcely  of  meat  and  drink :  and  for  to  alUdge  the  fatness,  he  travailed 
his  body  with  business ;  with  hunting,  with  standing,  with  wandering :  he  was  of 
mean  stature,  renable  of  speech,  and  well  y  lettered ;  noble  and  orped  in  knight- 
hood ;  and  wise  in  counsel  and  in  battle ;  and  dread  and  doubtfuU  destiny  ;  more 
manly  and  courteous  to  a  Knight  when  he  was  dead  than  when  he  was  alive  !*' 
Polychrotiicon,  Caxton's  edit.,  foL  occliij.,  rev. 
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soAiewhat  impaired),  Tyndale  *  has  also  an  equally  ani- 
mated account  of  the  same — who  deserves,  notwithstand- 
ing his  pomp  and  haughtiness,  to  be  numbered  amcmg 
the  most  notorious  bibliomaniacs  of  his  age. 

*  We  will  first  amuse  ourselyes  with  Bale's  carious  aooount  of 

"  Thefrtth  and  luOy  beffUintngt  ^f  Thomas  Bjboket.  " 

As  those  authors  report,  which  chiefly  wrote  Thomas  Beoket's  life— whose  names 
are  Herbert  Boseham,  John  Salisbury,  William  of  Canterbury,  Alen  of  Tewkes- 
bury, Benet  of  Peterborough,  Stephen  Lang^n,  and  Richard  Croyland— ha 
bestoyed  his  youth  in  all  kinds  of  lascivious  lightness,  and  lecherous  wantoDiMH. 
After  certain  robberies,  rapes,  and  murders,  committed  inthe  king's  wan  at  tl|e 
siege  of  Toulouse  in  Languedoc,  and  in  other  places  else,  as  he  was  come  boina 
again  into  England,  ho  gave  himself  to  great  study,  not  of  the  holy  scriptores,  but 
of  the  bishop  of  Rome's  lousy  laws,  whereby  he  first  of  all  obtained  to  be  ardi- 
deacon  of  Canterbury,  under  Theobald  the  archbishop ;  then  high  chancellor  of 
England ;  metropolitan,  archbishop,  primate ;  pope  of  England,  and  great  legate 
from  antichrist's  own  right  side.  In  the  time  of  his  high-chancellorship,  being  but 
an  ale-brewer's  son  of  London,  John  Capgrave  saith  that  he  took  upon  him  •■ 
he  had  been  a  prince.  He  played  the  courtier  altogether,  and  fashioned  hlnwelf 
wholly  to  the  king's  delights.  He  ruffled  it  out  in  the  whole  cloth  with  a  mighty 
rabble  of  disguised  ruffians  at  his  tail.  He  sought  the  worldly  honour  with  him 
that  sought  it  most.  He  thought  it  a  pleasant  thing  to  have  the  flattering  pmisea 
of  the  multitude.  His  bridle  was  of  silver,  his  saddle  of  velvet,  his  stirrups,  spforiy 
and  bosses  double  gilt ;  his  expenses  far  passing  the  expenses  of  an  eui.  That 
delight  was  not  on  the  earth  that  he  had  not  plenty  of.  He  fed  with  the  ftittesi^ 
was  clad  with  the  softest,  and  kept  company  with  the  plesantest.  Was  not  this 
(think  you)  a  good  mean  to  live  chaste  ?  I  trow  it  was.  Englythe  VotaryeM, 
pt.  ii.,  sign.  P.  vi.  rect.  Printed  by  Tisdale,  8vo.  The  orthography  is  modendied, 
but  the  words  are  faithfully  BaUan. !  Thus  writes  Tyndale :  and  the  king  mado 
him  (Becket)  his  chancellor,  in  which  offico  he  passed  the  pomp  and  pride  of 
Thomas  (Wolsey)  cardinal,  as  far  as  the  ones  ehrino  pastieth  the  others  tomb  in 
glory  and  riches.  And  after  that,  be  was  a  man  of  war,  and  captain  of  five  or  aix 
thousand  men  in  full  harness,  as  bright  as  St.  Geoigo,  and  his  spear  in  his  hand  ; 
and  encountered  whatsoever  came  against  him,  and  overthrew  the  jollyest  ratter 
that  was  in  the  host  of  France.  And  out  of  the  field,  hot  from  bloodshedding, 
was  he  mado  bishop  of  Canterbury ;  and  did  put  off  his  helm,  and  put  on  his 
mitre ;  put  off  his  harness,  and  on  with  his  robes ;  and  laid  down  his  spear,  and 
took  his  cross  ere  his  hands  were  cold ;  and  so  came,  with  a  lusty  courage  of  a 
man  of  war,  to  fight  an  other  while  against  his  prince  for  the  pope ;  when  his 
prince's  cause  were  with  the  law  of  Qod,  and  the  pope's  clean  contrary.  Praettse 
qf  Popish  PrelaUs.  TyndaU*s  Works,  edit.  1572,  p.  861.  The  curious  bibliogra- 
pher, or  collector  of  ancient  books  of  biography,  will  find  a  very  different  character 
of  Becket  in  a  scarce  Latin  life  of  him,  printed  at  Paris  in  the  black  letter,  in  the 
fifteenth  century.  His  archiepiscopal  table  is  described  as  being  distinguished 
for  great  temperance  and  propriety:  "In  ejus  monsa  non  audiebantur  tibicines 
non  comicines,  non  lira,  non  fiala,  non  karola  :  nulla  quidem  pnuterquam  mundam 
splendidam  et  inundantcm  opularum  opulontiam.    Nulla  gule,  nulla  lasdvie. 
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Although  I  wish  to  be  as  laconic  .as  possible  in  my 
Catalogue  Rcusonne  of  libraries  and  of  book-collectors, 
during  the  earlier  periods  of  our  history,  yet  I  must  beg 
to  remind  you  that  some  of  the  nunneries  and  monas- 
teries, about  these  times,  contained  rather  valuable 
collections    of   books:    and    indeed    those  of  Glasgow, 


nulla  penitus  Inzarie,  Tidebantor  incitamenta.  Revera  inter  tot  et  tantas  delidas 
quse  ei  apponebantur,  in  nullo  penitus  savdanapalum  sed  solum  episcopum  sapie- 
bat,*'  &0.  Viia  et  proeesms  taneti  Thome  Cantuarientia  rncwiyrU  super  libertate 
ecctetiastiea  ;  Paris,  1495,  sign,  h.  ij.  reet.  From  a  yet  earlier,  and  perhaps  the 
first  printed,  mention  of  Becket — and  from  a  volume  of  which  no  perfect  copy 
has  yet  been  found — the  reader  is  presented  with  a  veiy  curious  account  of  the 
murder  of  the  Archbishop,  in  its  original  dress.  "  Than  were  there  iiij.  cursed 
knyghtes  of  leuyng  yt  thoug^te  to  haue  had  a  grete  thanke  of  the  kyng  and  mad 
her  a  vowe  to  gedir  to  sle  thomas.  And  so  on  childremasse  day  all  moste  at 
nyghte  they  come  to  caunterbury  into  thomas  hall  Sire  Reynolde  beriston.  Sire 
William  traoy,  Sire  Richard  breton,  and  sire  hewe  morley.  Thanne  Sire 
Reynolde  beriston  for  he  was  bitter  of  kynde  a  none  he  seyde  to  thomas  the 
king  that  is  be  yonde  the  see  sente  us  to  the  and  bad  that  thou  shuldst  asoyle 
the  bishoppe  that  thou  cursiddiste  than  seyde  thomas  seris  they  be  not  acureed 
by  me  but  by  the  Pope  and  I  may  not  asoyle  that  he  hathe  cursid  well  seyde 
Reynolde  than  we  see  thou  wolte  not  do  the  kynges  byddynge  and  swore  a  grete 
othe  by  the  eyon  of  Qod  thou  shalt  be  dede.  than  cryde  the  othir  knyghtes  sle 
sle  and  they  wente  downe  to  the  courte  and  armyd  hem.  Than  prestis  and  derids 
drowe  hem  to  the  church  to  thomas  and  spered  the  dores  to  hem.  But  whan 
thomas  herde  the  knyghtes  armed  and  wold  come  into  the  churche  and  myghte 
not  he  wente  to  the  dore  and  un  barred  it  and  toke  one  of  the  knyghtes  by  the 
hoode  and  seyde  hit  be  semyth  not  to  make  a  castell  of  holy  churche,  and  toke 
hem  by  the  honde  and  seyde  come  ynne  my  children  in  goddis  name  Thanne  for 
it  was  myrke  that  they  myghte  not  see  nor  knowe  thomas  they  seyde  where  is 
the  traytour  nay  seyde  thomas  no  traytour  but  Archebishoppe.  Than  one  seyde 
to  hym  fle  fore  thou  arte  but  dede.  Nay  seyde  thomas  y  come  not  to  fie  but  to 
a  byde  Ego  pro  deo  mori  paratus  sum  et  pro  defensione  iusticie  et  ecdesie 
libertate  I  am  redy  to  dye  for  the  loue  of  (}od  and  for  the  fredomme  and  righte 
of  holy  churche  Than  roynold  with  his  swerdes  poynte  put  oft  thomas  cappe  and 
smote  at  his  hede  and  cutte  of  his  crowne  that  it  honge  by  like  a  dysche  Than 
smote  a  nothir  at  him  and  smote  hit  all  of  than  fill  he  downe  to  the  grounde  on 
his  knees  and  elbowes  and  seyde  god  into  thy  hondes  I  putte  my  cause  and  the 
righte  of  holy  churche  and  so  deyde  Than  the  iij  knyghte  smote  and  his  halfe 
stroke  fell  upon  his  clerkis  arme  that  helde  thomas  cross  be  foro  him  and  so  his 
swerde  fill  down  to  the  grounde  and  brake  of  the  poynte  and  he  seyde  go  we 
hens  he  is  dede.  And  when  they  were  all  at  the  dore  goyng  robert  broke  wente 
a  geyne  and  sette  his  fote  to  thomas  necke  and  thruste  out  the  brayne  upon  the 
pauement  Thus  for  righte  of  holoyo  churche  and  the  lawe  of  the  londe  thomas 
toke  his  detbe."  The  boke  tfuxl  is  callid  Festiuall ;  1486,  fol.  sign.  m.  iij.  Thene 
anecdotes,  which  are  not  to  be  found  in  Lyttleton  or  Borrington,  may  probably 
be  gratifying  to  the  curious. 
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Peterborough,  and  Glastonbury,  *  deserve  to  be  particu- 
larly noticed  and  commended.  But  I  will  push  on  with 
the  personal  history  of  literature,  or  rather  of  the 
Bibliomania. 

I  should  be  wanting  in  proper  respect  to  the  gentle- 
manly and  scholar-like  editor  of  his  works,  if  I  <Hnitted 
the  mention  of  that  celebrated  tourist  and  toipographer, 
GiRALD  Barri,  or  Giraldus  Cambrensis;  whose  Irish 
and  Welch  itinerary  has  been  recently  so  beautiftiUy  and 
successfully  put  forth  in  our  own  language.t    Giraldus, 


*  ''I  shall  fetire  back  to  CMUUnoe,  and,  for  the  faiiher  reputatkm  of  the  mmne 
there,  shall  obseire  that  they  spent  a  great  part  of  their  time  in  reading  good 
books.  There  was  a  common  library  for  their  use  well  famished  with  bodk% 
many  of  which  were  English,  and  divers  of  them  historical.  The  livee  of  tlie 
holy  men  and  women,  especially  of  the  latter,  were  onrioosly  written  on  YBADMy 
and  many  xlluminationb  appeared  througfaoat,  so  as  to  draw  the  nmrna  tlie 
more  eadly  to  follow  their  examples."  Heame's  edit.  Ouil»  NMriff,,  toL  iL, 
p.  768.  Again  he  says,  "It  is  probable  they  (certain  sentenoes)  weie  written  in 
lai?ge  letters,  equal  to  the  writing  that  we  have  in  the  finest  books  of  oBiom, 
the  best  of  which  were  for  the  use  of  the  nunns,  and  for  persons  of  dlstinoliany 
and  such  as  had  weak  eyes ;  and  many  of  them  were  finely  covered,  not  unlike 
the  Kiver  for  the  (Jospell  book,  given  to  the  chi4>ell  of  Olastonboiy  bj  kii^ 
Ina."  p.  773.  Can  the  enlightened  reader  want  farther  proof  of  the  ezirtanoe 
of  the  BiBUOMAHiA  in  the  nimnery  of  Godstowt  As  to  PelerhoroM^  abbey, 
Qunston,  in  his  history  of  the  same  place,  has  copied  the  catalogue  of  the  differ- 
ent libraries  belonging  to  the  abbots.  Benedict,  who  became  abbot  in  1177,  liad 
a  collection  of  no  leas  than  fifty-teveit  volumes.  But  alas  1  the  book  repmtft- 
tion  of  this  monastery  soon  fell  away :  for  master  Robert,  who  died  abbot  in 
1222,  left  but  teven  books  behind  him ;  and  Qeoffrsy  de  Croyland,  who  w«s 
abbot  in  1290,  had  only  that  dreary  old  gentleman,  Avicatna,  to  keep  him  com- 
pany t  At  its  dissolution,  however,  it  contained  1700  volumes  in  MSB.  (Tim- 
totCt  PeUrbonmgh,  p.  173.  QlaxtonfAmf  seems  to  have  long  maintained 
its  reputation  for  a  fine  library ;  and  even  as  late  as  the  year  1248  it  ooaM 
boast  of  several  classical  authors,  although  the  English  books  were  only  four  in 
number ;  the  rest  being  considered  as  "  vetustas  et  inutflia."  The  trlawiiral 
authors  were  Livy,  Sallust,  Tully,  Seneca,  Vixgil,  and  Persius.  Bee  Jclk*  Cim- 
frat,  OlattoK,,  voL  iL,  p.  423,  435:  Heame's  edit  "Leland,"  saya  Waiton, 
"  who  visited  all  the  monasteries  just  before  their  diBSolution,  seems  to  have  been 
struck  with  the  venerable  air  and  amplitude  of  this  libraiy."  SuL  EngL 
Poetry,  Diu,^ 

t  There  is  a  supplemental  volume  to  the  two  English  ones,  oontaining  the 
only  complete  Latin  edition  extant  of  the  Welsh  Itinerary.  Of  this  impreaaion 
there  are  but  200  copies  printed  on  small,  and  50  on  laige,  paper.  The  whole 
work  is  most  creditably  executed,  and  does  great  honour  to  the  taste  and  erodi- 
^on  of  ita  editor.  Sir  Richard  Colt  Hoare,*  bart. 
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Umg  before  and  after  he  was  bishop  of  St.  David's,  seems 
to  have  had  the  most  enthusiastic  admiration  of  British 
antiqnities;  and  I  confess  it  would  have  been  among 
the  keenest  delights  of  my  existence  (had  I  lived  at  the 
period)  to  have  been  among  his  auditors  when  he 
read  aloud  (perhaps  from  a  stone  pulpit)  his  three  books 
of  the  Topography  of  Ireland.*  How  many  choice 
▼oinmes,  written  and  emblazoned  upon  snow-white 
velfaim,  and  containing  many  a  curious  and  precious 
genealogy,  must  this  observing  traveller  and  curious 
investigator  have  examined,  when  he  was  making  the 
tour  of  Ireland  in  the  suite  of  Prince,  afterwards  King, 
Jdm  I  Judge  of  the  anxiety  of  certain  antiquated  fami- 
lies, especially  of  the  Welch  nation,  which  stimulated 
them  to  open  their  choicest  treasures,  in  the  book  way, 
to  gratify  the  genealogical  ardour  of  our  tourist ! 

Lis.  I  wish  firom  my  heart  that  Girald  Barri  had 
been  somewhat  more  communicative  on  this  head  ! 

LoRSN.  Of  what  do  you  suppose  he  would  have 
informed  us,  had  he  indulged  this  bibliographical  gos- 
«ppmg? 

Lis.    Of  many  a  grand  and  many  a  curious  volume. 

Lysand.  Not  exactly  so,  Lisardo.  The  art  of  book- 
iUnmination  in  this  country  was  then  sufficiently  barba- 
rous, if  at  all  known. 

liis.    And  yet  111  lay  a  vellum  Aldus  that  Henry  the 


*  "  HaTing  finished  his  topography  of  Ireland^  which  consisted  of  three  hooks, 
Im  published  it  at  Oxford,  A.  D.  1167»  in  the  following  manner,  in  three  days. 
On  tbe  fint  day  he  read  the  first  book  to  a  great  concourse  of  people,  and  after- 
wards entertained  all  the  poor  of  the  town.  On  the  second  day  he  read  the 
■ecwwid  book, .  and  entertained  all  the  Doctors  and  chief  scholars :  and  on  the 
Udrd  day  he  read  the  third  book,  and  entertained  the  younger  scholars,  soldiers, 
and  baigesses." — "A  most  glorious  spectacle  (says  he),  which  revived  the 
anoient  times  of  the  poets,  and  of  which  no  example  had  been  seen  in  England." 
Tliis  is  given  by  Dr.  Henry  (b.  iii.,  oh.  4,  §  2),  on  the  anthority  of  Giraldus's 
own  book,  J>e  rdmt  a  te  getiit,  lib.  i  o.  16.  Twyne,  in  his  arid  little  quarto 
Litin  vofaime  of  the  AnUqutUet  qf  Oaford,  says  not  a  word  about  it ;  and,  what 
is  mors  extraoxdinaiy,  it  is  barely  alluded  to  by  Antony  Wood  1  See  Bfr.  Gutoh's 
gwraine  edition  of  Wood's  Annals  qf  (he  UnivertUy  qf  (h^ord,  vol.  I,  pp.  60, 
16ft.  Warton,  in  his  ffistcry  oj  Englitk  Podiy,  voL  i.,  Diss.  iL,  notices  Giraldus's 
woik  with  his  tisual  taste  and  interest. 
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second  presented  his  fair  Rosamond  with  some  chmce 
Heures  de  Notre  Dame!  But  proceed.  1  beg  pardcm 
for  this  intemiption. 

Lysand.  Nay^  there  is  nothing  to  solicit  pardon  finr ! 
We  have  each  a  rights  around  this  hospitable  table,  to 
indulge  our  book  whims :  and  mine  may  be  as  fimtasti- 
cal  as  any. 

LoREN.  Pray  proceed,  Lysander,  in  your  book-col- 
lecting history !  unless  you  will  permit  me  to  make  a 
pause  or  interruption  of  two  minutes — ^by. proposing  as  a 
sentiment — "  Success  to  the  Bibliomania  !" 

Phil.  'Tis  well  observed :  and  as  every  lojral  sub- 
ject at  our  great  taverns  drinks  the  health  of  his  Sove- 
reign ^^with  three  times  three  up-standing/'  even  so  let 
us  hail  this  sentiment  of  Lorenzo ! 

Lis.  Philemon  has  cheated  me  of  an  eloquent  speech. 
But  let  us  receive  the  sentiment  as  he  proposes  it. 

LoREN.  Now  the  -uproar  of  Bacchus  has  subsided, 
the  instructive  conversation  of  Minerva  may  follow.  '  Go 
on,  Lysander. 

Lysand.  Having  endeavoured  to  do  justice  to  Girald 
Barri,  I  know  of  no  other  particularly  distinguished  bib- 
liomaniac till  we  approach  the  sera  of  the  incomparable 
Roger,  or  Friar,  Bacon.  I  say  incomparable,  Lorenzo; 
because  he  was,  in  truth,  a  constellation  of  the  very  first 
splendour  and  magnitude  in  the  dark  times  in  which  he 
lived;  and  notwithstanding  a  sagacious  writer  (if  my 
memory  be  not  treacherous)  of  the  name  of  Coxe,  chooses 
to  tell  us  that  he  was  ^^  miserably  starved  to  death,  be- 
cause he  could  not  introduce  a  piece  of  roast  beef  into 
his  stomach,  on  account  of  having  made  a  league  with 
Satan  to  eat  only  cheese  ;"* — yet  I  suspect  that  the  end 

• 

*  **  A  thort  tTMtUe  dedaringe  the  ddestahlt  wickednetse  qf  maffiecUl  acieHcet,  <u 
neeromancU,  eoniuratioft  qf  tpirUe*,  cwrioxat  attroloffU,  and  auche  lyke,  made  (y 
YVLAXfCiB  Coxi."  Printed  by  Allde,  12mo.,  without  date  (14  leaves).  From  this 
curioos  little  Tolume,  which  is  superficially  noticed  by  Herbert  (vol.  ii.,  p.  889), 
the  reader  is  presented  with  the  following  extract,  appertaining  to  the  above  sub- 
jeot :     '*  I  myself  (says  the  author)  knew  a  priest  not  far  from  a  tomi  called 
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of  Bacon  was  hastened  by  other  means  more  disgraceful 
to  the  age  and  equally  painful  to  himself. 


Bridgewater,  which,  m  it  is  well  known  in  the  oountiy,  was  a  great  magician  in 
all  his  life  time.  After  he  once  began  these  practices,  he  would  nerer  eat  bread, 
but,  instead  thereof,  did  always  eat  eheete :  which  thing,  as  he  confessed  divers 
times,  he  did  becanae  it  was  so  concluded  betwixt  him  and  the  spirit  which 
■erred  him,"  &c.  sign.  A  viii.  rect.  "(R.)  Bacon's  end  was  much  after  the  like 
tori ;  for  haying  a  greedy  desire  unto  meat,  he  could  cause  nothing  to  enter  the 
stomach— wherefore  thus  miserably  he  starved  to  death."  Sign.  B.  iij.  rev.  Not 
having  at  band  John  Bee's  book  of  the  defence  of  Roger  Bacon,  from  the  chaige 
of  astrology  and  magic  (the  want  of  which  one  laments  as  pathetically  as  did 
Nandtf,  in  his  "Apologie  pour  Unu  les  grttndt  pertonnaget,  dkCffaussement  9oup- 
fomna  de  Moffie,"  Haye,  166$,  8vo.,  p.  488),  I  am  at  a  loss  to  say  the  fine 
things,  which  Dee  must  have  said,  in  commendation  of  the  extraordinary  talents 
of  BOGXB  Bacon  ;  who  was  miserably  matched  in  the  age  in  which  he  lived ; 
but  who,  together  with  his  great  patron  Obostbstb,  will  shine  forth  as  beacons 
to  faturity.  Dr.  Friend  in  his  Hutorjf  of  Phytic  has  enumerated  what  he  con- 
eeived  to  be  Bacon's  leading  works ;  while  Gower  in  his  Co^fettio  AmatUit 
(Oazton's  edit.,  foL  70),  has  mentioned  the  brazen  head— 

tot  to  tell^ 

wfaidi  was  the  joint  mannfaotory  of  the  patron  and  his  Move.  As  lately  as  the  year 
1066,  Bacon's  life  fonned  the  subject  of  a  "famous  history,'*  from  which  Wsilter 
Soott  has  given  us  a  facetious  anecdote  in  the  seventh  volume  (p.  10)  of  Dry- 
daCt  Worhu      But  the  curious  investigator  of  ancient  times,  and  the  genuine 
lover  of  British  biography,  will  seise  upon  the  more  prominent  features  in  the 
life  of  this  renowned  philosopher ;  will  reckon  up  his  groat  discoveries  in  optics 
and  physics ;  and  will  fancy,  upon  looking  at  the  above  picture  of  his  study,  that 
an  explosion  from  gun-powder  (of  which  our  philosopher  has  been  thought  the 
inventor)  has  protruded  the  palings  which  are  leaning  against  its  sides.    Bacon's 
**  Opu»  Maju»"  which  happened  to  meet  the  eyes  of  Pope  Clement  IV.,  and 
which  now  would  have  encircled  the  neck  of  its  author  with  an  hundred  goldei- 
diains,  and  procured  for  him  a  diploma  from  every  learned  society  in  Europe — 
just  served  to  liberate  him  from  his  first  long  imprisonment.    This  was  succeeded 
by  a  subsequent  confinement  of  twelve  years ;  from  which  he  was  released  only 
t^e  enough  to  breathe  his  last  in  the  pure  air  of  heaven.    Whether  he  expended 
9000,  or  S0,000  pounds  of  our  present  money,  upon  his  experiments,  can  now  be 
only  matter  td  conjecture.    Those  who  are  dissatisfied  with  the  meagre  manner 
in  which  our  early  biographers  have  noticed  the  labours  of  Roger  Bacon,  and 
with  the  tetragoniitieal  story,  said  by  Twyne  to  be  propagated  by  our  philosopher, 
of  Julius  Caesar's  seeing  the  whole  of  the  British  coast  and  encampment  upon  the 
GalUo  shore,   "maximorum  ope  speculoram"  {AntiquiL   Acad.  Oxen,  Apolog^ 
1608,  4to.,  p.  S58),  may  be  pleased  with  the  facetious  story  told  of  him  by  Wood 
{AnnaU  of  Oxford,  vol.  i.,  216,  Gutoh's  edit.)  and  yet  more  by  the  minute  cata- 
logue of  his  works  noticed  by  Bishop  Tanner  (JSt&/.  Brii.  Hibertu  p.  62):  whil^ 
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Only  let  aa  Imagine  we  see  this  sharp-eyed  ^liloso- 
pher  at  work  in  his  stady,  of  whicli  yonder  print  is 
generally  received  as  a  representation  I    How  heedlessly 


did  be  hear  the  munnuriag  of  the  stream  beneath,  and  of 
the  winds  without — immersed  in  the  vellnm  and  parch- 
ment rolls  of  theological,  astrological,  and  mathematical 
lore,  which,  upon  the  dispersion  of  the  litu'ariea  of  the 


i!ba  foDowiDs  sology  of  old  Tom  Tullar  cannot  tail  to  find  a  p»amg»  to  Mtcy 
haut :  "  For  mine  own  part  (sayi  this  delightful  aod  origioal  writar)  I  babold 
the  name  of  Baoan  in  Oitard,  not  u  of  an  indivldiial  troLO,  bat  corpoiatlan  of 
nan  ;  no  iliigle  cord,  but  a,  twisted  cable  of  niany  together.  And  aa  all  tba  Mta 
of  atroDg:  men  of  tbat  natore  are  attributed  to  an  Hercules ;  all  the  [nvdiotiooa  of 
propheoying  women  (o  a  Sibyll ;  «o  I  oouceiTe  all  the  aliihieremeiila  et  tba 
Oionian  Bacons,  in  their  Ubenl  ■tudiea,  are  ascribed  to  on,  a*  chief  ^  the 
name."    CkwxA  HiMory,  book  iii.,  p.  W. 
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Jews,*  he  was  constantly  perusing^  and  of  which  so  large 
a  share  had  fidlen  to  his  own  lot ! 

UnfiMrtimatelyy  my.  friends^  little  is  known  with  cer- 
tainty, though  much  is  vaguely  conjectured^  of  the 
labours  of  this  great  man.  Some  of  the  first  scholars 
and  authors  of  our  own  and  of  other  countries  have  been 
proud  to  celebrate  his  praises;  nor  would  it  be  con- 
sidered a  disgrace  by  the  most  eminent  of  modem  ex- 
perim^ital  philosophers— of  him,  who  has  been  described 
as  '^  unlocking  the  hidden  treasures  of  nature,  and  ex- 
plaining the  various  systems  by  which  air,  and  earth, 
and  fire,  and  water,  counteract  and  sustain  each  other"  f 
— ^to  fix  the  laureate  crown  round  the  brows  of  our 
venerable  Bacon ! 

We  have  now  reached  the  close  of  the  thirteenth  cen- 
tury and  the  reign  of  Edward  thb  First  ;;{:  when  the 
piind|>al  thing  that  strikes  us,  connected  with  the  history 
of  libraries,  is  this  monarch's  insatiable  lust  of  streng^- 
ening  his  title  to  the  kingdom  of  Scotland  by  purchasing 


*  Waiion^  in  Ui  ■eoond  Diasertation,  mys  that  "great  multitudes  of  their 
{the  Jews)  booln  fell  ioto  the  hands  of  Boger  Bacon ; "  and  refers  to  Wood's 
BuL  HAmH^iL  Uni9.  Oxon.,  ToL  I,  77, 182— where  I  find  rather  a  slight  noti- 
ftBatkA  of  it—butk  in  the  genuine  edition  of  this  latter  work,  published  by  Mr. 
Gidoh,  r6L  L«  p.  829,  it  is  said :  "At  their  (the  Jews)  expulsion,  divers  of  their 
tenementa  thai  were  forfeited  to  the  king,  came  into  the  hands  of  William  Bur- 
nelly  Promst  of  Wells ;  and  tkeir  boots  (for  many  of  them  were  learned)  to 
diT«n  of  our  aoholan ;  among  whom,  as  is  verily  supposed,  Rooib  Bacon  was 
one :  and  that  he  furnished  himself  with  such  Hebrew  rarities,  that  he  could  not 
elsewhen  find.  Also  that,  when  he  died,  he  left  them  to  the  Franciscan  library 
at  Oxon,  wfaiob,  being  not  well  understood  in  after-times,  were  condemned  to 
moths  and  dust  I "  Weep,  weep,  kind-hearted  bibliomaniac,  when  thou  thinkest 
upon  the  late  of  theee  poor  Hebrew  iiSS.  1 

t  See  a  periodical  paper,  entitled  The  Director]  toL  iL,  p.  291 

X  "  King  Edward  the  first  caused  and  oommitted  divers  copies  of  the  records, 
•sd  nuMdi  ooooerning  the  realm  of  Scotland,  unto  divers  abbies  for  the  preser- 
vanoe  thareof ;  which  for  the  most  part  are  now  perished,  or  rare  to  be  bad ; 
and  whieh  privilie  by  the  dissolution  of  monasteries  is  detained.  The  some  king 
cinsod  the  Ubrariea  of  all  monasteries,  and  other  places  of  the  realm,  to  be 
pnrchaaed,  for  the  further  and  manifest  declaration  of  his  title,  as  chief  Lord  of 
Scotland  :  and  the  record  thereof  now  extant,  doth  alledge  divers  leger  books  of 
abbeys  for  the  confirmation  thereof  :"  Petition  (to  Q.  Elizabeth)  for  an  academy 
of  Antiquities  and  History.  HearM^s  CurioMS  lJMDouri€8  wrUien  by  cmiiuiU 
AntifMoHu ;  toL  ii.,  326,  edit.  1775. 
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^'the  libraries  of  all  the  monasteries"  for  the  securing 
of  any  record  which  might  corroborate  the  same.  What 
he  gave  for  this  tremendous  book-purchase,  or  of  what 
nature  were  the  volumes  purchased,  or  what  was  their 
subsequent  destination,  is  a  knot  yet  remaining  to  be 
untied. 

Of  the  bibliomaniacal  propensity  of  Edward's  grand- 
son, the  great  Edward  the  Third,  there  can  be  no 
question.  Indeed,  I  could  gossip  away  upon  the  same 
'till  midnight.  His  severe  disappointment  upon  having 
Froissart's  presentation  copy  of  his  Chronicles*  (gr^- 
geously  attired  as  it  must  have  been)  taken  from  him  by 
the  Duke  of  Anjou,  is  alone  a  suflScient  demonstration 
of  his  love  of  books ;  while  his  patronage  of  Chancer 
shews  that  he  had  accurate  notions  of  intellectual  ex- 
cellence. Printing  had  not  yet  begun  to  give  any  hint, 
however  faint^  of  its  wonderful  powers ;  and  scriveners 
or  book-copiers  were  sufficiently  ignorant  and  care- 
less.t 

The  mention  of  Edward  the  Third,  as  a  patron  of 
learned  men,  must  necessarily  lead  a  book-antiquary  to 

*  Whether  this  presentation  copy  ever  came,  eventually,  into  the  kingdom,  is 
unknoMm.  Mr.  Johnos,  who  is  as  intimate  with  Froiasart  as  Googh  was  with 
Camden,  is  unable  to  make  up  his  mind  upon  the  subject ;  but  we  may  suppose 
it  Was  properly  emblazoned,  &c.  The  duke  detained  it  as  being  the  property  of 
an  enemy  to  France  ! — Now,  when  we  read  of  this  wonderfully  chivalrous  age, 
so  glowinf^ly  described  by  the  groat  Gaston,  Count  de  Foix,  to  Master  Froissazt, 
upon  their  introduction  to  each  other  (vide  St.  Palaye*s  memoir  in  the  10th  vol. 
of  n Academic  des  Inscripiioti*,  &c.),  it  does  seem  a  gn^ss  violation  (at  least  on 
the  part  of  the  Monsieur  of  France  J )  of  oil  gentlemanly  and  knight-like  feeling, 
to  seize  upon  a  volume  of  this  nature,  as  legitimate  plunder !  The  robber  should 
havo  had  his  skin  tanned,  after  death,  for  a  case  to  keep  the  book  in !  Of 
Edward  the  Third's  love  of  curiously  bound  books,  soe  p.  118,  anto. 

f  "  How  ordinary  a  fault  this  was  (of  'negligently  or  wfllfully  altering  oc^iee*) 
amongst  the  transcribers  of  former  times,  may  appear  by  Chaucer ;  who  (I  am 
confident)  tooko  as  greate  care  as  any  man  to  bo  served  with  the  best  and  heed- 
fullest  scribes,  and  yet  we  findo  him  complayning  against  Adam,  his  eorivener, 
for  the  very  same  : 

Ho  ofto  a  dayo  I  mote  thy  worke  renew. 
If  to  correct  and  eke  to  rubbo  and  scrape. 
And  all  is  thorow  thy  neglegence  and  rape. 

Ashmole  Thiairum.  Chtmicvm  ;  p.  439. 
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the  notice  of  his  eminent  chancellor,  Richard  De  Bury  ; 
of  vrhom,  as  yon  may  recollect,  some  slight  mention  was 
made  the  day  before  yesterday.*  It  is  hardly  possible 
to  conceive  a  more  active  and  enthusiastic  lover  of  books 
than  was  this  extraordinary  character ;  the  passion 
nevar  deserting  him  even  while  he  sat  upon  the  bench.f 
It  was  probably  De  Bury's  intention  to  make  his  royal 
master  eclipse  his  contemporary  Charles  the  Vth,  of 
France — the  most  renowned  foreign  bibliomaniac   of  his 

*  See  p.  29,  ante. 

t  "— pateeoabat  nobis  aditus  faoflis,  regalisfavoria  intuitu,  ad  libronun  latebias 
Ubere  peracrntaodas.  Amoris  quippe  nostri  fama  volatilis  jam  ubique  perorebuit, 
tamfemnqae  libronun,  et  maxime  vetenim,  ferebamur  cupiditate  languesoere; 
pose  Toro  qnemlibet,  nostrum  per  quatemot  faoilius,  qiiam  per  pecuniam,  adipisci 
bvorem. "  PkUohiblion ;  sive  de  Amort  LiVrorum  (vide  p.  29,  anto),  p.  29  :  edit. 
1509,  4to.  Bat  let  the  reader  indulge  me  with  another  extract  or  two,  con- 
tidnmg  evidence  the  most  unquestionable  of  the  severest  symptoms  of  the  Biblio- 
MAXIA  that  ever  assailed  a  Lord  Chancellor  or  a  Bishop  ! — Magliabechi  must  have 
read  the  ensuing  passage  with  rapture  :  "  Quamobrem  cum  prsBdioti  principis 
reoolends  memorin  bonitate  suffulti,  poesemus  obesse  et  prodeese,  pfKcere  et 
profioere  vehementer  tarn  maioribus  quam  pusillis ;  affluxerunt,  loco  xeniorum 
et  munerum,  loooque,  donorum  et  iocalium,  temulenti  quatemi,  ac  decripiti 
oodioes ;  nostris  tamen  tarn  affectibus,  quam  aspectibus,  pretiosi.  Tunc  nobi- 
liasimonun  monasteriorum  aperiebantur  armaria,  referebantur  scrinia,  et  oistulss 
aolvebantnr,  et  per  longa  secula  in  sepulohris  soporata  volumina,  expergisount 
attonita^  quaeque  in  locis  tenebrosis  latuerant,  novao  luds  radiis  perfunduntur." 
"  Belicatissimi  quondam  libri,  corrupti  et  abhominabiles  iam  effecti,  murium 
foetibus  oooperti,  et  vemiium  morsibus  terebrati,  iacebant  exanimes— et  qui  olim 
purpura  vestiebantur  et  bysso,  nunc  in  cinero  et  cilicio  rocubantes,  oblivion! 
traditi  videbantur,  domicilia  tinearum.  Inter  haMs  nihilominus,  oaptatis  tempori- 
bus,  magis  voluptuose  consedimus,  quam  feciasot  Modicus  delicatus  inter  aromatum 
spothecas,  ubi  amoris  nostri  objectum  reperimus  et  fomentum ;  sic  sacra  vasa 
sdentiiD,  ad  nostno  dispensationiB  provenerunt  arbitrium  :  quaadam  data,  qutedam 
▼endita,  ao  nonnulla  protempore  commodata.  Nimirum  cum  oos  plerique  de 
hujnsmodi  donariis  cemeront  contentatos,  ea  sponte  nostris  usibus  studueront 
iribuere,  quibus  ipsi  libentius  caruorunt :  quorum  tamen  negotia  sic  expcdiro 
curavimus  gratiosi,  ut  et  eisdem  emolumentum  accrescorot,  nullimi  tamen  iustitia 
detrimentom  sentiret."  "  Porro  si  scyphos  aureos  ot  argenteos,  si  equos  egrogios, 
si  nummorum  summas  non  modicas  amassemus  tunc  temporis,  dives  nobis  asrariiun 
instaurasse  possemus:  sed  revera  libros  non  libbas  maluimus,  codicesque 
pluaquam  florenos,  ac  panfletos  exiguos  incrassatis  prajtulimus  palfridis,"  PhUo- 
bibiion  ;  p.  29,  30,  &c.  Dr.  James's  preface  to  this  book,  which  will  be  noticed 
in  its  proper  place,  in  another  work,  is  the  veriest  piece  of  old  maidenish  parti- 
cularity that  ever  was  exhibited  !  However,  the  editor's  enthusiastic  admiration 
of  De  Bury  obtadns  his  f  oigivoness  in  the  bosom  of  every  honest  bibliomaniac  ! 


186  THB  LIBRAB7. 

age  !*  In  truth,  my  dear  friends,  what  can  be  more  de- 
lightful to  a  lover  of  his  country's  intdlectnal  reputa- 
tion than  to  find  such  a  character  as  De  Bury,  in  such 
an  age  of  war  and  bloodshed,  uniting  the  calm  and  mfld 
character  of  a  legislator,  with  the  sagacity  of  a  {riiikMD- 
pher,  and  the  el^fant-mindedness  of  a  scholar !  ForeignefS 
have  been  profuse  in  their  commendations  of  him,  and 
with  the  greatest  justice ;  while  our  Thomas  Warton,  of 
ever-to-be-respected  memory,  has  shewn  us  how  pleas- 
ingly he  could  descend  from  the  graver  tone  of  a  his- 

*  Chablb  TBI  Firm,  of  France,  may  be  oaHed  the  founder  of  the  Rojil 
Libraiy  there.  The  history  of  his  first  efforts  to  erect  a  national  libraiy  Is  tliai^ 
in  party  related  by  the  compQers  of  Cat  de  la  BibluMqw  Eoffole,  pi.  L,  p.  Q.  Qj ; 
"This  wise  king  took  advantage  of  the  peace  which  then  obtained.  In  Ofdor  to 
cultiyato  letters  more  saocesBfolly  thanhad  hitherto  been  done.  He  was  leamad 
for  his  age ;  and  never  did  a  prince  love  reading  and  book-oollecting  better  than 
did  he  1  He  was  cot  only  constantly  making  transcripts  himself,  bat  the  nobla- 
men,  courtiers,  and  officers  that  surrounded  him  voluntarily  tondered  their  servfoes 
in  the  like  cause ;  whfle,  on  the  other  hand,  a  number  of  learned  men,  seduced 
by  his  liberal  rewards,  spared  nothing  to  add  to  his  literary  treasures.  Chariea 
now  determined  to  give  his  subjects  every  possible  advantage  from  this  aooama- 
lation  of  books ;  and,  with  this  view,  he  lodged  them  in  one  of  the  Tcwen  qf  tk$ 
Louvre ;  which  tower  was  hence  called  La  Tour  de  la  Librarie,  The  booka 
oooupied  three  stories :  in  the  first,  were  desposited  289  volumes ;  in  the  seooodi 
200 ;  and  in  the  third,  881  volumes.  In  order  to  preserve  them  with  the  utmoat 
care  (say  Sauval  and  Felibien),  the  king  caused  all  the  windows  of  the  Bbmy 
to  be  fortified  with  iron  bars ;  between  which  was  painted  glasB,  secured  by  brass* 
wires.  And  that  the  books  might  be  accessible  at  all  hours,  there  were  suspended, 
from  the  ceiling,  thirty  chandelien  and  a  silver  lamp,  which  burnt  all  night  kmg. 
The  walls  were  wainscotted  with  Irish  wood  ;  and  the  ceiling  was  covered  with 
cypress  wood «  the  whole  being  curiously  sculptured  in  bas-rehel"  Whocrver 
has  not  this  catalogue  at  hand  (vide  p.  03,  ante)  to  make  himself  master  of  atfll 
further  curious  particularB  relating  to  this  library,  may  esmmine  the  first  and 
second  volume  of  L*Academie  det  IfueripHons,  &c.— from  which  the  preoedk^ 
account  is  taken.  The  reader  may  also  look  into  Warton  (Diss.  11,  voL  L,  sign, 
t  2) ;  who  adds,  on  the  authority  of  Boivin's  Mem,  Lit,,  torn,  ii,  p.  747,  that  the 
Duke  of  Bedford,  regent  of  Franco,  "in  the  year  1425  (when  the  English  becamo 
masters  of  Paris)  sent  his  whole  library,  then  consisting  of  only  85S  volumes,  and 
valued  at  2228  Uvres,  into  England,  kc  I  have  little  doubt  but  that  Richard 
De  Bury  had  a  glimpse  of  this  infantine  royal  collection,  from  the  following  pas- 
sage— ^whioh  occurs  immediately  aftor  an  account  of  his  ambassadorial  ezouisioQ 
— "0  beato  Deus  Deorum  in  Syon,  quantus  impetus  fluminis  voluptatis  betift- 
cavit  cor  nostrum,  quoties  Paradisum  muadi  Parinot  visitare  vacavimusibi  mora- 
turi?  Ubi  nobis  semper  dies  pauci,  prse  amoris  magnitudine,  videbantur.  IM 
BibUothecaB  jucundse  super  Bellas  aromatum  redolentes ;  ibi  virens  viridariam 
univerBorum  vohuninum, "  &c.    Phihbiblion;  p.  81,  edit.  1659. 
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torical  antiquary,  by  indidging  himself  in   a  chit-cliat 
style  of  book-aneodote  respecting  this  illnstrions  cha- 


*  AftarhitvlngiBtradtd,  I  Iter,  bj  the  preceding  note  refpeoting  FrmA  Bib- 
li'wmej  there  ii  only  room  left  to  say  of  oar  Dk  BuBT—that  he  was  the  friend 
nod  ooffrapondent  of  Petmroh— end  that  Mons.  Sade,  in  his  Mtmoirs  qf  P$trarck, 
trib  « tlirt  *«  the  ffMiner  did  in  England,  what  the  latter  aU  hie  Ufe  was  doing  in 
ftwee^  Ital^»  and  OemMiiiy,  towarde  the  dieoovery  of  the  beet  ancient  writerB, 
•ad  B^Ung  oopita  of  them  under  his  ownsnperintendence."  De  Bury  bequeathed 
m  valnaUe  Khnry  of  M8&  to  Dorham,  now  Trinity  College,  Oxford.  The  booka 
of  tidi  Hbmy  wen  diet  padced  up  fai  dieete ;  but  upon  the  completion  of  the 
nMiBtoieeaiTethem,  "  thqr  were  put  into  pews  or  BtudieB,  and  chained  to  them." 
Wood^  Biiktry  ^tk»  Uni^ertU^  <if  Oae/brtl,  voL  ii.,  p.  911.  Gutch's  edit.  De 
Borjr'e  PkUMIbiionf  tnm  which  eo  mooh  has  been  extracted,  is  sead  by  Morfaof 
to  ''aafor  somewhat  of  the  rudeness  of  the  age,  but  is  rather  elegantly  written; 
aad  many  things  are  well  expressed  in  it  relating  to  bibliothecism.*'  PolykisL 
XiltrT.y  ToL  Lp  187.  The  real  author  is  supposed  to  have  been  Bobert  Holoott, 
a  Domininan  friar.  I  am,  however,  loth  to  suppress  a  part  of  what  Warton  has 
ao  plsaasBtly  written  (as  above  aUuded  to  by  Lysander)  respecting  such  a  favou- 
rite as  Dm  BUBT.  "  Bibhard  de  Bury,  otherwise  called  Richard  AungervyUe,  is 
said  to  have  akoe  possessed  more  booka  than  all  the  bishope  of  England  together. 
Beside  theilxed  librazies  which  he  had  fonned  in  his  several  palaces,  the  floor  of 
his  ^'■■**'^**  apartment  was  so  covered  with  books  that  those  who  entered  could 
Dot  with  dne  reverence  ai^noach  his  presenoe.  He  kept  binders,  illuminators, 
and  writetty  in  his  palaces.  Petraroh  says  that  he  had  once  a  conversation  with 
U^  cooeerning  the  IsUnd  called  by  the  ancients  Thule  ;  calling  him  '  virum 
scdentis  ingenii.'  WhUe  chancellor  and  treasurer,  instead  of  the  usual  presents 
and  nsfw-year'e  gifts  i^ypendant  to  his  office,  he  chose  to  receive  those  perquisites 
la  bosks.  Bjy  the  favour  of  Edward  IlL  he  gained  acoees  to  the  libraries  of  m<ist 
of  the  capital  monasteries ;  where  he  shook  oft  the  dust  ftom  Tolumes,  preserved 
in  chssts  and  prsssns,  which  had  not  been  opened  for  many  ages."  Philobibiwup 
c^iu  S9,  80.—  Warton  also  quotes,  in  English,  a  part  of  what  had  been  already 
pieesBted  to  the  reader  in  its  original  Latin  form.  Hitt.  BngL  PotHry,  voL  i.. 
Diss.  XL,  note  g.,  sign.  h.  4.  Prettily  pointed  as  is  this  picture,  by  Warton,  the 
ocionring  mi^t  have  been  somewhat  heightened,  and  the  effect  rendered  still 
striking,  in  oonsequence,  if  the  authority  and  the  words  of  Godwyn  had 
a  little  attended  to.  In  this  hitter's  CaUUo^ue  qf  tht  Bitkapt  qf  Bnffland, 
p.  SSM,  edit.  1601,  we  find  that  De  Bury  was  the  son  of  one  Sib  Richard  Ak- 
OABUILL^  knight :  "that  he  saith  of  himselfe  '  exstatico  quodam  librorum  amore 
potonter  se  ahreptum' — that  he  was  mightily  carried  away,  and  even  beside  him- 
self, with  immoderate  love  of  bookes  and  desire  of  reading.  He  had  alwaiee  in 
his  hoose  many  chaplaines,  all  great  schollers.  His  manner  was,  at  dinner  and 
aqpper-time,  to  hane  some  good  booke  read  unto  him,  whereof  he  would  discourse 
with  his  chaplaines  a  great  part  of  the  day  following,  if  busines  interrupted  not 
his  course.  He  was  very  bountiful  unto  the  poors.  Weekely  he  bestowed  for 
their  reliefer  8  quarters  of  wheat  made  into  bread,  beside  the  offall  and  fragments 
of  his  tsUea.  Biding  betweene  -Newcastle  and  Durham  he  would  give  81.  in 
;  from  Durliam  to  Stocton,  61, :  from  Duriiam  to  Aukland,  5  marks ;  from 
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LoREN.  The  task  we  have  imposed  upon  yon^  my 
good  Lysander^  would  be  severe  indeed  if  yon  were  to 
notice^  witt)  minute  exactness^  all  the  book-anecdotes  of 
the  middle  ages.  Ton  have  properly  introduced  the 
name  and  authority  of  Warton  ;  but  if  you  suffered  your- 
self to  be  beguiled  by  his  enchanting  styH  u^to  all  the 
bibliographical  gossiping  of  this  period^  you  would  have 
no  mercy  upon  your  lungs^  and  there  would  be  no  end 
to  the  disquisition. 

Lysand.  Forgive  me,  if  I  have  trani^gressed  the 
boundaries  of  good  sense  or  good  breeding:  it  was  not 
my  intention  *to  make  a  '^  Condo  ad  AtUam*' — as  worthy 
old  Bishop  Saunderson  was  fond  of  making — but  simply 
to  state  facts,  or  indulge  in  book  chit-chat,  as  my  me- 
mory served  me. 

Lis.  Nay,  Lorenzo,  do  not  disturb  the  stream  of 
Lysander's  eloquence.  I  could  listen  'till  '^  Jocund  day 
stood  tip-toe  on  the  mountain." 

Phil.  You  are  a  little  unconscionable,  Lisardo :  but 
I  apprehend  Lorenzo  m^ant  only  to  guard  Lysander 
against  that  minuteness  of  narration  which  takes  us  into 
every  library  and  every  study  of  the  period  at  which  we 
are  arrived.  If  I  recollect  aright,  Warton  was  obliged 
to  restrain  himself  in  the  same  cause.* 

LoRBN.  It  belongs  to  me,  Lysander,  to  solicit  your 
forgiveness.  If  you  are  not  tired  with  the  discussion  of 
such  a  various  and  extensive  subject  (and  more  particu- 
larly from  the  energetic  manner  in  which  it  is  conducted 
on  your   part),  rely  upon  it  that  your  auditors  cannot 

Durham  to  Middleham,  51,'*  &o.  This  latter  is  the  "pars  melior^  of  erery 
human  being;  and  bibliomaniacs  seem  to  have  possessed  it  as  largely  as  any 
other  tribe  of  mortals.  I  hare  examined  Richardson's  magnificent  reprint  of 
Godwyn's  book,  in  the  Latin  tongue,  London,  1743,  folio ;  p.  747 ;  and  find 
nothing  worth  adding  to  the  original  text 

*  The  part  alluded  to,  in  Warton,  is  at  the  commencement  of  his  second  Dis- 
sertation "  On  the  Introduction  of  Learning  into  Great  Britain."  After  rambling 
with  the  utmost  felicity,  among  the  libraries,  and  especially  \he  monastio  onesy 
of  the  earlier  and  middle  ages — ho  thus  chocks  himself  by  saying,  that  "  in  pur^ 
suit  of  thoso  anecdotes,  he  is  imperceptibly  seduced  into  later  periods,  or  rather 
is  deviating  from  his  subject." 
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possibly  feel  ennui.  Every  thing  before  us  partakes  of 
your  enthusiasm :«  the  wine  becomes  mellower,  and 
sparkles  with  a  ruddier  glow  ;  the  ilavour  of  the  fruit  is 
improved ;  and  the  scintillations  of  your  conversational 
eloquence  are  scattered  amidst  my  books,  my  busts, 
and  my  pictures.  Proceed,  I  entreat  you ;  but  first,  ac- 
cept my  libation  offered  up  at  the  shrine  of  an  offended 
deity. 

Lysand.  You  do  me,  and  the  BibUomama,  too  much 
honour.  If  my  blushes  do  not  overpower  me,  I  will 
proceed:  but  first,  receive  the  attestation  of  the  deity 
that  he  is  no  longer  affronted  with  you.  I  drink  to  your 
health  and  long  life ! — and  proceed : 

If,  among  the  numerous  and  gorgeous  books  which 
now  surround  us,  it  should  be  my  good  fortune  to  put 
my  hand  upon  one,  however  small  or  imperfect,  which 
could  give  us  some  account  of  the  History  of  British 
Libraries,  it  would  save  me  a  great  deal  of  trouble,  by 
causing  me  to  maintain  at  least  a  chronological  con- 
sistency in  my  discourse.  But,  since  this  cannot  be-^ 
since,  with  all  our  love  of  books  and  of  learning,  we 
have  this  pleasing  desideratum  yet  to  be  supplied — I 
must  go  on,  in  my  usual  desultory  manner,  in  rambling 
among  libraries,  and  discoursing  about  books  and  book- 
collectors.  As  we  enter  upon  the  reign  of  Hbnry  IV., 
we  cannot  avoid  the  mention  of  that  distinguished 
library  hunter,  and  book  describer,  John  Boston  of 
Bury;*    who   may  justly  be  considered  the  Leland  of 

*  It  is  ttaid  of  Boston  that  he  visited  almost  OTery  public  library,  and  described 
the  titles  of  every  book  therein,  with  punctilious  accuracy.  Pits  (693)  calls  him 
"  vir  pius,  Utteratus,  et  bonarum  litterarum  fiautor  ac  promoter  singularis."  Bale 
(p.  549,  edit.  1659)  has  even  the  candour  to  say,  "mir&  sedulitato  et  diligentia 
orones  omnium  regni  monasteriorum  bibliothecas  invisit:  librorum  ooUegit 
titules,  et  authorum  eorum  nomina  :  que  omnia  alphabetico  disposuit  online,  et 
quasi  unam  omnium  bibliothecam  fecit."  What  Lysander  observes  above  is  very 
true :  "  non  enim  dissimulanda  (says  Oale)  monasteriorum  subversio,  qusB  brevi 
spatio  subaeouta  est — libros  on&nes  dispendt  et  Bostoni  providam  diligentiam, 
maxima  ex  parte,  inutilem  reddidit.  Rer.  Anglicar.  Scrip.  Vet,  vol.  iii.,  prsef.  p.  1. 
lliat  indefatiigable  antiquary,  Thomas  Heame,  acknowledges  that,  in  spite  of  all 
his  researches  in  the  Bodleian  library,  he  was  scarcely  able  to  discover  any  thing 
of  Boston's  which  related  to  Benedictua  Abbas— and  still  less  of  his  omi  compo- 
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his  day.  Galo,  if  I  recollect  righdy,  unaccoimtably 
describes  his  bibliomaniacal  care^  .as  having  taken 
place  in  the  reigu  of  Henry  VII. ;  bat  Bale  and  Pits, 
from  whom  Tanner  has  borrowed  his  account^  uneqai- 
vocally  affix  the  date  of  1410  to  Boston's  death ;  which 
is  three  years  before  the  death  of  Henry.  It  is  allowed, 
by  the  warmest  partizans  of  the  reformation,  that  the 
dissolution  of  the  monastic  libraries  has  unfortonatdy 
rendered  the  labours  of  Boston  of  scarcely  any  present 
utility. 

There  is  a  curious  anecdote  of  this  period  in  Rymer's 
Foedera,*  about  taking  off  the  duty  upon  six  banreb  q^ 
books,  sent  by  a  Roman  Cardinal  to  the  prior  of  the 
Conventual  church  of  St.  Trinity,  Norwich.  These 
barrels,  which  lay  at  the  custom-house,  were  imported 
duty  free;  and  I  suspect  that  Henry's  third  son,  the 
celebrated  John  Duke  of  Bedford,  who  was  then  a  lad, 
and  just  beginning  to  feed  his  bibliomaniacal  appetite, 
had  some  hand  in  interceding  with  his  father  for  the 
redemption  of  the  duty. 

Lis.  This  Dukb  of  Bedford  was  the  most  notorious 
bibliomaniac  as  well  as  warrior  of  his  age ;  and,  when 
abroad,  was  indefatigable  in  stirring  up  the  emulation 
of  Flemish  and  French  artists,  to  execute  for  him  the 
most  splendid  books  of  devotion.  I  have  heard  great 
things  of  what  goes  by  the  name  of  The  Bedford 
Missain 

sitjons.  Beiud.  AlhaL  toI.  l,  praof.  p.  xriL  It  is  a  littie  surprisiDg  that  Leland 
should  have  omitted  to  notice  him.  But  the  reader  should  cfmsolt  Tanner^a 
BibL  Britan,,  p.  zvii.,  114 

*  Vol.  Tiii.,  p.  501.  It  is  a  Clause  Boll  of  the  9th  of  Henry  IV.  A.D.  1407 : 
"De  oertis  Libris,  absque  Custumenda  solvenda^  liberandis;"  and  affords  too 
amusing  a  specimen  of  custom -bouse  latinity  to  be  withheld  from  the  reader. 
"  Mandamus  vobis,  quod  certos  libros  in  sex  Barellit  eoniaUoM,  Priori  qt  OooTentui 
£oolesi»  SanotsB  Triuitatis  Norwici,  per  quondam  Adam  nuper  OMdinalem 
legates,  et  in  portum  civitatis  nostrsB  prediotaet  (Londinensis)  ab  urbe  RomaoA 
jam  adductosy  prsofato.  Priori,  absque  CuiBtuma  sou  subsidio  inde  ad  opus  noatnim 
capiendisi  Hberetis  indilate/'  &a 

t  This  missal,  executed  under  the  eye  and  for  the  immediate  use  of  the  faunoiM 
John,  Duke  of  Bedford  (regent  of  France),  and  Jane  (the  daughter  of  the  Doke 
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Lysand.  And  not  greater  than  what  merits  to  be 
said  of  it.  I  have  seen  this  splendid  bijou  in  the  charm- 
ing collection  of  our  friend  *******.  It  is  a  small  thick 
folio^  highly  illmninated ;  and  displaying^  as  well  in  the 
paintings  as  in  the  calligraphy^  the  graphic  powers  of 
that  age,  which  had  not  yet  witnessed  even  the  dry 
pencil  of  Perugino.  More  gorgeous,  more  beautifully 
elaborate,  and  more  correctly  graceful,  missals  may  be 
in  existence ;  but  a  more  curious,  interesting,  and  per- 
fect specimen,  of  its  kind,  is  no  where  to  be  seen :  the 
portraits  of  the  Duke  and  of  his  royal  brother  Henry  V. 
being  the  best  paintings  known  of  the  age.  Tis,  in 
truth,  a  lovely  treasure  in  the  book  way ;  and  it  should 
sleep  every  night  upon  an  eider-down  pillow  encircled 
with  emeralds ! 

Lis.  Hear  him — hear  him!  Lysander  must  be  a  col- 
lateral descendant  of  this  noUe  bibliomaniac,  whose 
blood,  now  circulating  in  his  veins,  thus  moves  him  to 
"  discourse  most  eloquently.*' 

Lysand.  Banter  as  you  please ;  only  ''  don't  disturb 
the  stream  of  my  eloquence." 

The  period  of  this  distingpoished  nobleman  was  that 
in  which  book-collecting  began  to  assume  a  fixed  and 
important  character  in  this  country.  Oxford  saw  a 
glimmering  of  civilization  dawning  in  her  obscured  at- 
mosphere.   A  short  but  dark   night  had  succeeded  the 


of  Burgundy)  his  wife,  was,  at  the  beginning  of  the  18th  oeniniy,  in  the  magnifi- 
eent  library  of  Harley,  Earl  of  Oxford.  It  afterwarda  came  faito  the  eoU«otion 
of  hia  daughter,  the  well-known  Duohesa  of  Portland ;  at  whoee  aale,  in  1786, 
it  was  purchased  by  Mr.  Edwards  for  215  guineas ;  and  500  guineas  ha?e  been, 
a  few  years  ago,  offered  for  this  identical  Tohune.  It  is  yet  the  property  of  this 
last  mentioned  gentleman.  Among  the  pictures  in  it,  there  is  an  interesting  one 
of  the  whole  length  portraits  of  the  Duke  and  Duchess ;— the  head  of  the  fbrmer 
of  which  has  been  enlaiged  and  engrayed  by  Vertue  for  his  portraits  to  illustrate 
the  History  of  England.  The  missal  frequently  displays  the  arms  of  these  noble 
personages ;  and  also  affordi  a  pleasing  testimony  of  the  affectionate  gallantry 
of  the  pair ;  the  motto  of  the  former  being  "  A  vous  kktub  :"  that  of  the  hitter, 
''j'kn  8X718  oonTEMTB."  ■  There  is  a  former  attestation  in  the  volume,  of  its 
having  been  given  by  the  Duke  to  his  nephew,  Henry  VI.  as  "a  mostSsuitable 
present."  But  the  reader  shall  consult  (if  he  can  procure  it)  Bfr.  Gough's 
curious  Utile  octavo  volume  written  expressly  upon  the  subject 
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patriotic  efforts  of  De  Bury;  whose  carious  volumes, 
bequeathed  to  Trinity  College,  had  laid  in  a  melancholy 
and  deserted  condition  'till  they  were  kept  company 
by  those  of  Cobham,  Bishop  of  Worcester,  Rbdb, 
Bishop  of  Chichester,  and  Humphrey  the  good  Duke 
of  Gloucester.*    Now  began  the  fashion    (and  may  it 

•  We  will  first  notice  Cobham,  Bishop  of  Worcester:  who  "having^  bad 
a  great  desire  to  show  some  love  to  his  mother  the  uniyersity  of  Oxford, 
began,  about  the  year  1320,  to  build,  or  at  least  to  make  some  reparatioDa 
for  a  Ltbrary,  over  the  old  congregation  house  in  the  north  church-yard  of 
St.  Mary's;  but  he  dying  soon  after,  before  any  considerable  matter  was 
done  therein,  left  certain  moneys  for  the  canying  on  of  the  work,  and  all 
his  books,  with  others  that  had  been  lately  procured,  to  be,  with  thoae 
belonging  to  the  university  (as  yet  kept  in  chests)  reposed  therdn."  Some 
controversy  afterwards  arising  between  the  Uiliversity  and  Oriel  CoUego,  to 
which  latter  Cobham  belonged,  the  books  lay  in  dreary  and  neglected  state 
till  1867 ;  when  a  room  having  been  built  for  their  reception,  it  was  settled  that 
they  "  should  be  reposed  and  chained  in  the  said  room  or  solar ;  that  the  aohoUure 
of  the  University  should  have  free  ingress  and  regress,  at  certain  times^  to  make 
proficiency  in  them  ;  that  certain  of  the  said  books,  of  greater  price,  should  be 
sold,  till  the  sum  of  L  40  was  obtained  for  them  (unless  other  remedy  oould  be 
found)  with  which  should  be  bought  an  yearly  rent  of  L  8,  for  the  maintenaooe 
of  a  chaplain,  that  should  pray  for  the  soul  of  the  said  bishop,  and  other  bene- 
factors of  the  University  both  living  and  dead,  and  have  the  custody  or  oversight 
of  the  said  books,  and  of  those  in  the  ancient  chest  of  books,  and  chest  of  rolls." 
Wood's  Hist,  qf  the  University  cf  Ox^ford,  voL  ii.,  pt  ii.,  911.  Gutch's  edit. 
William  Redb,  or  Read,  bishop  of  Chichester,  "sometimes  Fellow  (of  Merton 
College)  gave  a  chest  with  L  100  in  gold  in  it,  to  be  borrowed  by  the  Fellows  for 
their  relief ;  bond  being  first  given  in  by  them  to  repay  it  at  their  departure  from 
the  college  ;  or,  in  case  they  should  die,  to  be  paid  by  their  executors :  iL  D. 
1876.  He  also  built,  about  the  same  time,  a  Library  in  the  college ;  being  the 
first  that  the  society  enjoyed,  and  gave  books  thereunto.  "  Wood's  HisUn-y  qf 
the  Colleges  and  Halls,  p.  15,  Gutch's  edit.  In  Mr.  Nicholl's  Appendix  to  the 
History  of  Leicester,  p.  105,  note  20,  I  find  some  account  of  this  distinguished 
literary  character,  taken  from  Tanner's  Blbl.  Britan.,  p.  618.  He  is  described,  in 
both  authorities,  as  being  a  very  learned  Fellow  of  Merton  College,  where  he 
built  and  furnished  a  noble  library  ;  on  the  wall  of  which  was  painted  his  portrait^ 
with  this  inscription  :  "Gulielmus  REDiEUS,  epibcopus    Cicbstreitsis,   Maoib- 

TEB  IN  THEOLOGIA,  PROFUNDUS  ASTRONOMUB,  QUONDAM   80C1U8  ISTIU8    COLLEaH, 

QUI  HANO  LiBBARiAM  FIERI  FECIT. "  Many  of  Read's  mathematical  instruments, 
as  well  as  his  portrait,  wore  preserved  in  the  library  when  Harrison  wrote  his 
^  description  of  England,  profix'd  to  Holinshed's  Chronicles  ;  some  of  the  former 
of  which  came  into  the  possession  of  the  historian.  For  thus  writes  Harrison  : 
"  William  Read,  sometime  fellow  of  Merteine  college  in  Oxford,  doctor  of 
divinitie,  and  the  most  profound  astronomer  that  lined  in  his  time,  as  appeareth 
by  his  collection,  which  some  time  I  did  possosse  ;  his  image  is  yet  in  the  librarie 
there;  and  manie    instruments  of  astronomic  reserued    in  that  house,"  &c. 
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never  fall  to  decay !)  of  making  presents  to  public  libra- 
ries:— but,  during  the  short  and  splendid  career  of 
Henry  V.,  learning  yielded  to  arms :  the  reputation  of 
a  scholar  to  that  of  a  soldier.  I  am  not  aware  of  any 
thing  at  this  period,  connected  with  the  subject  of  our 
discooTse,  that  deserves  particular  mention ;  although 
we  ought  never  to  name  this  illustrious  monarch,  or  to 
of  his  matchless  prowess  in  arms,  without  calling 


Ckromidet  (lfi87)>  edit  1807,  toI.  i.,  p.  237.  In  the  year  1808,  when  I  visited 
the  ancient  and  interesting  brick-floored  library  of  Merton  College,  for  the 
purpose  of  examining  early  printed  books,  I  looked  around  in  vain  for  the  traces, 
Iwwerer  faded,  of  Read's  portrait :  nor  could  I  discover  a  single  vestige  of  the 
BiBLiOTBXCA  RzADiAif  A  1  The  memory  of  this  once  celebrated  bishop  lives 
therefoire  only  in  what  books  have  recorded  of  him ;  and  this  brief  and  verbal 
pietmrt  of  Read  is  here  drawn— as  was  the  more  finished  resemblance  of  Chaucer 
hj  ibfb  peodl,  which  Occleve  has  left  behind — 

Ctot  titi  that  %aU  of  )tm  Io«t  tloute  anlr  msnUe 
Bb  t|i0  yeinttttf  mas  aqtint  iim  fsnlre. 

HUMPHBIT,  Duke  of  Gloucbbtbb,  "commonly  called  the  good,  was  youngest 
bcothflr  to  Henry  V.  and  the  first  founder  of  the  university  library  in  Oiford, 
whidli  was  pillaged  of  the  greater  part  of  its  books  in  the  reign  of  Edward  the 
aizih."  Faik's  edit,  of  the  Jioyal  and  Nohh  Authon  ;  vol.  I,  198.  "As  for 
tlM  books  which  he  gave  (says  Wood)  they  were  very  many,  more  by  far  than 
anthon  report ;  for  whereas  'tis  said  he  gave  129,  you  shall  find  anon  that  they 
were  more  than  treble  the  number."  The  Duke's  first  gift,  in  1439,  of  one 
Innidred  and  twenty-nine  treatises,  was  worth,  according  to  Wood,  a  thousand 
pounds.  All  his  book  presents,  "amounting  to  aboye  600  (mostly  treating  of 
dhinity,  i^ysic,  history,  and  humanity)  which  were  from  several  parts  of  the 
world  obtained,  were  transmitted  to  the  university,  and  for  the  present  laid  up 
in  ebe^  in  Cobham's  library.  The  catalogue  also  of  them  which  were  then 
Mot^  and  the  indentures  for  the  receipt  of  the  said  books,  were  laid  up  in  the 
cfaesfc  called  Citta  Librorum  et  Itotuhrum."  History  (or  Annals)  of  the  Uni- 
of  Oxfcffd ;  vol.  ii.,  pt.  ii.,  914.  Gutch's  edit.  Consult  also  the  recent 
Teiy  amnsing  2?ufory  of  the  tame  University ,  by  Mr.  A.  Chalmers,  vol.  ii., 
p.  409.  Leland  haa"  not  forgotten  this  distinguished  bibliomaniac  ;  for  he  thus 
laadfl  him  in  roman  verse  : 

Tarn  clari  meminit  viri  togata 

Rect^  Gallia ;  turn  chorus  soavis 

Cjgnonun  Isidis  ad  vadom  incolentdm 

Coi  magnum  nnmenun  dedit  BOiioaoM 

LtBRoauM,  statoitque  saoctiori 

DiviDQs  studio  scholsB  theatnun  ; 

Noatxo  quale  quldem  videtor  esse 

Magnum  tempore,  forsan  et  futoro 

Cygn.  Cant.    Vide  Lelandi  Itlnerarinra 
Car&  Heame ;  edit.  1770,  voL  ix.,  p.  17. 

0 
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to  mind  how  he  adorned  the  rough  character  of  a  soldier 
by  the  manners  of  a  prince,  the  feelings  of  a  Christian^ 
and,  I  had  almost  said,  the  devotion  of  a  saint. 

The  reign  of  his  successor,  Henry  VI.,  was  the  reign 
of  trouble  and  desolation.  It  is  not  to  be  wondered  that 
learning  drooped,  and  religion  '^  waxed  faint,"  'midst  the 
din  of  arms  and  the  effusion  of  human  blood.  Yet  to- 
wards the  close  of  this  reign  some  attempt  was  made  to 
befriend  the  book  cause ;  for  the  provost  and  fellows  of 
Eton  and  Cambridge  petitioned  the  king  to  assist  them 
in  increasing  the  number  of  books  in  their  libraries;* 
but  the  result  of  this  petition  has  never,  I  believe,  been 
known. 

I  had  nearly  passed  through  the  reign  of  Henry  the 
Sixth  without  noticing  the  very  meritorious  labours  of 
a  sort  of  precursor  of  Dean  Colet ;  I  mean.  Sir  Walter 
Sherington.    He  was  a  most  assiduous  bibliomaniac  ;t 

*  In  the  manuscript  history  of  Eton  College,  in  the  British  Mnaeom  {M88. 
DoTuU,  4840,  p.  154.),  the  FtoTost  and  Fellows  of  Eton  and  Cambridge  are 
stated,  in  the  25th  of  Honry  the  Sixth,  to  hare  petitioned  the  king  that,  as  thesa 
new  colleges  were  not  sufiSciently  seised  of  books  for  divine  service,  and  for  their 
libraries,  he  would  be  pleased  to  order  one  of  his  ohaplainSy  Biohard  Ghe>tre» 
"  to  take  to  him  such  men  as  shall  be  seen  to  him  expedient  in  order  to  get 
knowledge  where  such  bookes  may  be  found,  paying  a  reasonable  price  for  the 
same,  and  that  the  sayd  men  might  have  the  first  choice  of  such  bookes,  onia- 
ments,  &;c. ,  before  any  man,  and  in  especiall  of  all  manner  of  bookes,  oruamenti, 
and  other  necessaries  as  now  late  trere  perUynyng  to  the  Duke  of  OUmDefUr, 
and  that  the  king  would  particular(ly)  cause  to  be  employed  herein  John  Pye 
his  staciouer  of  London."  For  this  anecdote  I  am  indebted  to  Sir  H.  Ellia. 
See  also  the  interesting  note  in  Warton's  Hi'M.  Engl.  PoeL,  ditt.  it,  tign,  f.  2. 

f  "  Over  the  east  quadrant  of  this  (great)  cloyster  (on  the  north  side  of  tlua 
church)  was  a  iajre  librarie,  buildod  at  the  costes  and  charges  of  (SJr)  Waltab 
Sherington,  chancellor  of  the  duchie  of  Lancaster,  in  the  raigne  of  Henrie 
the  6.  which  hath  beene  well  furnished  with  faire  written  books  IN  veluem  : 
but  few  of  them  now  do  remaine  there. "  Aniupiittes  of  OUuUmbury;  Heame'a 
edit.  1722;  p.  308. 

Regulations  concerning  Sherington^s  Libraiy, 

'*  Quodque  dicta  libraria,  hostiis  ipsius  per  pnefatos  capellanos  custodes  ejosdem, 
et  eonun  successores,  aut  alterum  ipsorum,  aportis  siogulis  diebus  profestis 
annuatim  6,  festo  Nativ.  beat.  Mar.  Viig.  usque  festum  AnnunuiacioniB  ejusdem, 
ob  ortu  solis,  donee  hora  nona  post  altam  missam  de  serricio  diei  in  dicta 
epdesi^  cathedrali  finiatur:  et  itemm  ab  hora  prima  post  meridiem  usque  ad 
finem  completorii   in  eadem  ecclesia  cathedrali,  vel  saltern  usque  ad  oooasum 
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and,  in  the  true  spirit  of  ancient  monachism,  conceived 
that  no  cathedral  could  be  perfect  without  a  Jibrary. 
Accordingly,  he  not  only  brought  together  an  extraor- 
dinary number  of  curious  books,  but  framed  laws  or 
regulations  concerning  the  treatment  of  the  books,  and 
the  hours  of  perusing  them ;  which,  if  I  can  trust  to  my 
'memory,  are  rather  curious,  and  worth  your  examina- 
tion. They  are  in  Heame's  edition  of  the  Antiquities  of 
Glastonbury,  composed  in  our  own  language. 

We  now  enter  upon  the  reign  of  an  active  and  enter- 
prising monarch ;  who,  though  he  may  be  supposed  to 
have  cut  his  way  to  the  throne  by  his  sword,  does  not 
appear  to  have  persecuted  the  cause  of  learning ;  but 
rather  to  have  looked  with  a  gracious  eye  upon  its 
operations  by  means  of  the  press.  In  the  reign  of 
Edward  IV.,  our  venerable  and  worthy  Caxton  fixed 
the  first  press  that  ever  was  set  to  work  in  this  country, 
in  the  abbey  of  Westminster.  Yes,  Lorenzo  ;  now  com- 
moiced  more  decidedly,  the  sera  of  Bibliomania  !  Now 
the  rich,  and  comparatively  poor,  began  to  build  them 
small  Book  Rooms  or  Libraries.  At  first,  both  the  archi- 
tecture and  furniture  were  sufficiently  rude,  if  I  remem- 
ber well  the  generality  of  wood  cuts  of  ancient  book- 
boadoirs: — a  few  simple  implements  only  being  deemed 
necessary;  and  a  three-legged  stool,  "in  fashion  square 

toUs  per  ecMdem,  seu  eoimm  alteram,  sic  continue  diligontor  custodiatur.  Et 
edmm  nngulis  diebns  profestis  annuatim,  ab  eodem  festo  Annunciadonis  beats 
IfaruB  Virginis  usque  ad  pnedictum  festum  nativitatis  ejusdem,  ab  hora  diei 
■ezta,  donee  hora  nona  post  altam  missam  in  dicta  ecolesia  cathedrali,  et  iterum 
ab  hora  prima  post  meridiem  quosque  completorium  in  eadem  ecclesia  oathedrali 
finifttur,  per  prsefatos  capellanos,  seu  oorum  altorum  et  sucoeesores  suos  ousted  es 
dioto  librarisB  debits  et  diligenter  aperta,  custodiatur,  nisi  causa  racionabilis  hoc 
fieri  impediat.  Ita  quod  nulltuu  dampnum  eidem  libraris  aut  in  libris,  aut  in 
hoatiis,  seruris  vel  fenestris  vitreis  ejusdem,  ex  negligenoia  dictoram  capellano- 
mm  aut  successorum  suoram  custodum  dicta)  librarise  evenire  contingat.  Et  si 
quid  dampnum  hujusmodi  in  promissis,  seu  aliquo  pr»missoram»  por  ne^ligen- 
ciam  ipeorum  capellanorum,  seu  eonim  alterius,  aut  successorum  suorum  quoque 
modo  impostenim  eyenerit,  id  yel  ipsa  dampnum  aut  dampna  rocompensare, 
emaodarB  et  tatisfaoore,  tociens  quociens  contigerit,  de  salariis  sou  stipendiis  suia 
propriis,  auctoritate  et  judido  dictoram  Decani  et  Capituli,  debeant  et  teneantur, 
ut  est  jiutam.  Ceteris  yero  diebus,  noctibus  et  temporibus  hostia  pnddicta,  cum 
eorum  seruris  et  clayibus,  omnino  sint  clausa  et  secure  serata."    Id  :  p.  193. 
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or  round,"  a^  Cowper"  says,  was  thougrht  luxury  suffi- 
cient for  the  hard  student  to  sit  upon.  Now  commenced 
a  general  love  and  patronage  of  books :  now  (to  borrow 
John  Fox's  language)  "tongues  became   known,  know- 
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ledge  grew^  judgment  increased,  books  were  dispersed, 
the  scripture  was  read,  stories  were  opened,  times  cpm- 
pared,  truth  discerned,  falsehood  detected,  and  with 
finger  pointed  (at) — and  all,  through  the  benefit  of 
printing/'* 

Lis.  Now  you  have  arrived  at  this  period,  pray  con- 
centrate your  anecdotes  into  a  reasonable  compass.  As 
you  have  inveigled  us  into  the  printing-office  of  Caxton, 
I  am  fearful,  from  your  strong  attachment  to  him,  that 
we  shall  not  get  over  the  threshhold  of  it,  into  the  open 
air  again,  until  midnight. 

Phil.  Order,  order,  Lisardo !  This  is  downright  rude- 
ness.    I  appeal  to  the  chair  ! — 

LoRENZ.  Lisardo  is  unquestionably  reprehensible. 
His  eagerness  makes  him  sometimes  lo9e  sight  of  good 
breeding. 

Lysand.  I  was  going  to  mention  some  Vellum  and 
Presentation  copies — but  I  shall  hurry  forward. 

Lis.  Nay,  if  you  love  me,  omit  nothing  about  "  vel- 
lum and  presentation  copies."  Speak  at  large  upon  these 
glorious  subjects. 

Lysand.  Poor  Lisardo !  —  we  must  build  an  iron 
cage  to  contain  such  a  book-madman  as  he  promises  to 
become ! 

Phil.  Proceed,  dear  Lysander,  and  no  longer  heed 
these  interruptions. 

Lysand.  Nay,  I  was  only  about  to  observe  that,  as 
Caxton  is  known  to  have  printed  upon  veUumyf  it  is  most 
probable  that  one  of  his  presentation  copies  of  the  ro- 
mances of  Jason  and  Godfrey  of  Boulogne  (executed 
under  the  patronage  of  Edward  IV.),  might  have  been 
printed  in  the  same  manner.  Be  this  as  it  may,  it  seems 
reasonable  to  conclude  that  Edward  the  Fourth  was  not 
only  fond  of  books,  as  objects  of  beauty  or  curiosity,  but 
that  he  had    some  affection    for  literature  and   literary 

*  Book  of  Martyrs,  toL  i,  p.  927  ;  edit.  1641. 

f  CodsqK  the  recent  ecHlion  of  the  Typographical  AnHqu'tiet  of  our  own 
covmirj :  tol.  i,,  p.  56^  137,  268. 
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characters ;  for  how  could  the  firm  friend  and  generous 
patron  of  Tiptopt,  Earl  of  Worcester — with  whom 
this  monarch  had  spent  many  a  studious^  as  well  as 
jovial^  hoar — be  insensible  to  the  charms  of  intellectual 
refinement !  Pause  we  here  for  one  moment — and  let  us 
pour  the  juice  of  the  blackest  grape  upon  the  votive 
tablet^  consecrated  to  the  memory  of  this  illustrious 
nobleman !  and,  as  Caxton  has  become  so  fashionable* 
among  us,  I  will  reiad  to  you,  from  yonder  beautifiil  copy 
of  his  English  edition  of  "  TuUy  upon  Friendship^*  a  part 
of  our  printer's  affecting  eulogy  upon  the  translator: — 
"  O  Igood  blessed  Lord  God,  what  great  loss  was  it  of 
that  noble,  virtuous,  and  well-disposed  lord!  When  I 
remember  and  advertise  his  life,  his  science,  and  his  vir- 
tue, me  thinketh  .God  not  displeased  over  a  great  loss  of 
such  a  man,  considering  his  estate  and  cunning,"  &c. 
"  At  his  death  every  man  that  was  there,  might  learn  to 
die  and  take  his  (own)  death  patiently ;  wherein  I  hope 
and  doubt  not,  but  that  Grod  received  his  soul  into  his  ever- 
lasting bliss.  For  as  I  am  informed  he  right  advisedly 
ordained  all  his  things,  as  well  for  his  last  will  of  worldly 
goods,  as  for  his  soul's  health ;  and  patiently,  and  holily, 
without  grudging,  in  charity,  to  fore  that  he  departed 
out  of  this  world :  which  is  gladsome  and  joyous  to 
hear." — What  say  you  to  this  specimen  of  Caxtonian 
eloquence  ? 

Lis.  It  has  a  considerable  merit ;  but  my  attention 
has  been  a  good  deal  diverted,  during  your  appropriate 
recital  of  it,  to  the  beautiful  condition  of  the  copy. 
Thrice  happy  Lorenzo !  what  sum  will  convey  this 
volume  to  my  own  library  ! 

LoREN.  l^o  ofler,  in  the  shape  of  money,  shall  take  it 
hence.  I  am  an  enthusiast  in  the  cause  of  Tiptofl ;  and 
am  always  upon  the  watch  to  discover  any  volume, 
printed   by   Caxton,    which  contains  the  composition   of 

"^  As  a  proof  of  the  ardour  with  which  the  books  priuted  by  him  are  now  sought 
after,  the  reader  shall  judge  for  himself — when  ho  is  informed  that  an  imperfect 
copy  of  the  Golden  Lt^end,  one  of  Caxton's  commonest  productions,  produced  at 
a  book  sale,  a  few  months  ago,  the  sum  of  Uctnty-sevtn  guineas  \ 
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the  hapless  Earl  of  Worcester !  Dr.  Henry  has  spoken 
so  handsomely  of  him,  and  Mr.  Park,  m  his  excellent 
edition  of  Walpole's  Royal  and  Noble  Authors,*  has 
made  his  literary  character  so  interesting  that,  con- 
sidering the  dearth  of  early  good  English  authors,t  I 
know  of  no  other  name  that  merits  greater  respect  and 
admiration. 

Lysand.  True ;  and  this  nobleman's  attention  to  the 
acquisition  of  fine  and  useful  books,  when  he  was  abroad, 
for  the  benefit  of  his  own  country,^  gives  him  a  distin- 
guished place  in  the  list  of  Bibliomaniacs.  I  dare  say 
Lisardo  would  give  some  few  hundred  g^uineas  for  his 
bust,  executed  by  Flaxman,  standing  upon  a  pedestal 
composed  of  the  original  editions  of  his  works,  bound  in 
grave-ooloured  morocco  by  his  favourite  Faulkener  ?§ 

Lis.     I  entreat  you  not  to  inflame  my  imagination  by 

♦  Vol  i.,  p.  200,  &c.  History  of  Great  Britain,  by  [Dr.  Henry,  vol.  x., 
p.  148,  &c. 

f  "  In  the  libraxy  of  Glastonbury  abbey,  in  1248,  there  were  but  four  books 
in  Engleish,  &c.  We  have  not  a  single  historian,  in  Eogleieih  prose,  before  the 
reign  of  Richard  the  Second ;  when  John  Treviza  translateSd  the  Polychronicon 
of  Randal  Higden.  Boston  of  Bury,  who  seems  to  have  consulted  all  the 
monasterys  in  Engleland,  does  not  mention  one  author  who  had  written  in 
Engleish ;  and  Bale,  at  a  lateer  period,  has,  comparatively,  but  an  insignificant 
number:  nor  was  Leland  so  fortunate  as  to  find. above  two  or  three  Engleish 
books,  in  the  monastick  and  other  librarys,  which  he  rAmmaf^e'd,  and  ezplore'd, 
under  the  king's  commission."  Ritson's  Dissertation  on  Romance  and  Min- 
strelsy :  prefixed  to  his  AncietU  Engleish  Metrical  JtontanceHs,  vol.  i.,  p.  Ixxzi. 

• 

X  Dr.  Henry's  History  qf  Oreat  Britain ;  ibid :  from  which  a  copious  note 
has  been  given  in  the  new  edition  of  our  Typographical  Antiqttitiet ;  vol.  i., 
p.  127,  &c. 

§  Henry  Faulkener,  no.  4,  George  Court,  near  the  Adelphi,  in  the  Strand.  An 
honest,  industrious,  and  excellent  book-binder  :  who,  in  his  mode  of  re-binding 
ancient  books  is  not  only  scrupulously  particular  in  the  preservation  of  that  im- 
portant part  of  a  volume,  the  mai^n ;  but,  in  his  ornaments  of  tooling,  is  at 
once  tasteful  and  exact.  Notwithstanding  these  hard  times,  and  rather  a  slender 
bodily  frame,  and  yet  more  slender  pui'se— with  five  children,  and  the  prospect 
of  five  more — honest  Mr.  Faulkener  is  in  his  three-pair-of -stairs  confined  work- 
shop by  five  in  the  morning  winter  and  summer,  and  oftentimes  labours  'till 
twelve  at  night.  Severer  toil,  with  more  uniform  good  humour  and  civility  in 
the  midst  of  all  his  embarrassments,  were  never  perhaps  witnessed  in  a  brother 
of  the  ancient  and  respectable  craft  of  Book-binding  ! 
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such  tantalizing  pictures!  You  know  this  must  ever  be 
a  fiction:  the  most  successful  bibliomaniac  never  at- 
tained to  such  human  happiness. 

Phil.    Leave  Lisardo  to  his  miseries,  and  proceed. 

Lysand.  I  have  supposed  Edward  to  have  spent  some 
jovial  hours  with  this  unfortunate  nobleman.  It  is 
thought  that  our  monarch  and  he  partook  of  the  superb 
feast  which  was  given  by  the  famous  Nevell,  archbishop 
of  York,  at  the  inthronization  of  the  latter ;  and  I  am 
curious  to  know  of  what  the  library  of  such  a  munificent 
'  ecclesiastical  character  was  composed !  But  perhaps 
this  feast  itself^  is  one  of  Lisardo's  fictions. 

Enough  has  probably  been  said  of  Edward.  We  will 
stopy  therefore,  but  a  minute,  to  notice  the  completion  of 
the  Humphrey  Library,  and  the  bibliomaniacal  spirit 
of  master  Richard  CouRTNEY,t  during  the  same  reign ; 

*  Lysander  is  perfectly  correct  about  the  feast  which  was  given  at  the  arch- 
bishop's inthronization ;  as  the  particulars  of  it—"  out  of  an  old  paper  roll  in 
the  arohiyes  of  the  Bodleian  library/'  are  giyen  by  Heame  in  the  sixth  Tolume  of 
LelancTs  Collectanea,  p.   1 — 14  :  and  a  most  extraordinary  and  amusing  bill  of 
fare  it  is.    The  last  twenty  dinners  given  by  the  Lord  Mayors  at  Guildhall,  upon 
the  first  day  of  their  mayoralties,  were  only  sandtnckes — compared  with  such  a 
repast  I  What  does  the  reader  think  of  2000  chickens,  4000  pigeons,  4000  ooneys, 
500  "and  mo,"  stags,  bucks,  and  roes,  with  4000  "pasties  of  venison  colde?" — 
and  these  barely  an  18th  part  of  the  kind  of  meats  served  up  !    At  the  high  table 
our  amiable  Eabl  of  Woboester  was  seated,   with   the  Archbishop,  three 
Bishops,  the  Duke  of  Suffolk,  and  the  Earl  of  Oxford.     Tbe  fictitious  archiepis- 
copal  feast  was  the  one  intended  to  be  given  by  Neyell  to  Edward  IV. ;  when 
the  latter  "  appointed  a  day  to  come  to  hunt  in  More  in  Hertfordshire,  and  make 
merry  with  him."    Novell  made  magnificent  preparations  for  the  royal  visit ;  but 
instead  of  receiving  the  monarch  as  a  guest,  he  was  saluted  by  some  of  hia  offi- 
cers, who  "  arrested  him  for  treason,"  and  imprisoned  him  at  Calais  and  Guianes. 
The  cause  of  this  sudden,  and  apparently  monstrous,  conduct,  on  the  part  of  Ed- 
ward, has  not  been  told  by  Stow  {Chronicles,  p.  426 ;  edit.  1615),  nor  by  Godwyn, 
{Cataloffue  of  the  Bishops  of  England,  p.  481,  edit.  1601) :  both  of  whom  relate 
the  fact  yfith  singular  naivete.     I  have  a  strong  suspicion  that  Novell  was  so  far 
a  bibliomaniac  as  to  have  had  a  curious  collection  of  astrologicaX  booh ;    for 
"  there  was  greate  correspondency  betweene  this  Archbishop  and  the  Hermetique 
philosophers  of  his  time  ;  and  this  is  partly  confirmed  to  me  from  Ripley's  dedi- 
cation of  his  '  MedLulkC  to  him,  ann.  1746  ;  as  also  the  presentation  of  Norton's 
'  Ordinall,'"  dx.    Thus  writes  Ashmole,  in  his  Theatrum  Chemicum,  p.  455. 

•f  Speaking  of  the  public  library  of  Oxford,  at  this  period,  Heame  tells  us,  from 
a  letter  sent  by  him  to  Thomas  Baker,  that  there  was  "  a  chaplein  of  the  Univer- 
sitie  chosen,  after  the  manor  of  a  Bedell,  and  to  him  was  the  custodie  of  the 
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and  give  but  another  minute  to  the  mention  of  the  statute 
of  Richard  III.  ;in  protection  of  English  printers,*  when 
we  reach  the  Augustan  book-age,  in  the  reign  of 
Henry  VII. 

Phil.  Before  we  proceed  to  discuss  the  bibliomaniacal 
ravages  of  this  age,  we  had  better  retire,  with  Lorenzo's 
leave,  to  the  drawing-room  ;  to  partake  of  a  beverage 
less  potent  than  that  which  is  now  before  us. 

LoRENZ.  Just  as  you  please.  But  I  should  appre- 
hend that  Lysander  could  hold  out  'tiU  he  reached  the 
Reformation ; — and,  besides,  I  am  not  sure  whether  our 
retreat  be  quite  ready  for  us. 

Lis.  Pray  let  us  not  take  leave  of  all  these  beauteous 
books,  and  busts,  and  pictures,  just  at  present  If 
Lysander's  lungs  will  bear  him  out  another  twenty 
minutes,  we  shall,  by  that  time,  have  reached  the  Re- 
formation ;  and  then  "  our  retreat,"  as  Lorenzo  calls  it, 
may  be  quite  ready  for  our  reception. 

librarye  committed,  his  stipend — ovU.  and  yvid.  his  apparell  found  him  de  teda 
generowrum.  No  man  might  come  in  to  studdie  but  graduate  and  thoes  of  8 
years  contynuanoe  in  the  Universitie,  except  noblemen.  All  that  oome  in  must 
firste  s^eare  to  use  the  bookes  well,  and  nof  to  deface  theim,  and  everye  one 
after  at  his  proceedings  must  take  the  licke  othe.  Howers  apoynted  when  they 
shuld  come  in  to  studdie,  viz.  betwene  iz  and  xi  aforenoone,  and  one  and  four 
aftemoone,  the  keper  geving  attendaunce  :  yet  a  prerogatiye  was  graunted  the 
chanoelour  Mb.  Richard  Courtnbt  to  oome  in  when  he  pleased,  during  his 
own  lieffe,  so  it  was  in  the  day-  tyme :    and  the  cause  seemeth,  that  he  was 

CH£IFn  0AW8EB    AND  8XTTEB    ON  OF  THB    LIBBABTB.*'        Curiout   DitCOWrtU    h^ 

Eminent  Antiquaries  ;  vol.  ii,  p.  410.,  edit.  1775. 

*  See  page  114,  ante.  When  Lysander  talks,  aboye,  of  the  reign  of  Henry 
the  Seventh  being  the  "  Auoubtan  aob  for  books,  he  must  be  supposed  to 
allude  to  the  facility  and  beauty  of  publishing  them  by  means  of  the  prbss  : 
for  at  this  period,  abroad,  the  typographical  productions  of  Verard,  Eustace, 
Vostre,  Bonfons,  Pigouohet,  Regnier,  and  many  others  ("quie  faunc  perscribere 
longrum  est")  were  imitated,  and  sometimes  equalled  by  W.  de  Worde,  Pynson, 
and  Notary,  at  home.  In  regard  to  intelleetual  fame,  if  my  authority  be  good, 
« in  the  reign  of  Henry  VII.  Greek  was  a  stranger  in  both  universities ;  and  so 
little  even  of  Latin  had  Cambridge,  of  its  own  growth,  that  it  had  not  types 
sufficient  to  furnish  out  the  common  letters  and  epistles  of  the'University.  They 
uMually  employed  an  Italian,  one  Gains  Auberinus,  to  compose  them,  whose 
ordinarry  fee  was  twentypence  a  letter."  (M8S.  in  Benet  College  Library, 
Ub.  P.  p.  194,)  Ridley's lAJe  qf  Ridley,  p.  22.  "Greek  began  to  be  taught  in 
both  universities :  quietly  at  Cambridge,  but  ('  Horresco  referens !')  with  some 
tumult  at  Oxford  !"  ibid. 
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Lysand.  Settle  it  between  yourselves.  But  I  think 
I  could  hold  out  for  another  twenty  minutes — since  you 
will  make  me  your  only  book-orator. 

LoRENZ.  Let  it  be  so,  then.  I  will  order  the  lamps 
to  be  lit ;  so  that  Lisardo  may  see  his  favourite  Wouver- 
mans  and  Bei^hems^  in  company  with  my  romances, 
(which  latter  are  confined  in  my  satin-wood  book-case) 
to  every  possible  dep^e  of  perfection  ! 

Lysand.  Provided  you  indulge  me  also  with  a  sight 
of  these  delightful  objects,  you  shall  have  what  you 
desire : — and  thus  I  proceed  : 

Of  the  great  passion  of  Henry  the  Vllth  for  fine 
books,  even  before  he  ascended  the  throne  of  England,* 
there  is  certainly  no  doubt.  And  while  he  was  king,  we 
may  judge,  even  from  the  splendid  fragments  of  his 
library,  which  are  collected  in  the  British  Museum,  of 
the  nicety  of  his  taste,  and  of  the  soundness  of  his  judg- 
ment. That  he  should  love  extravagant  books  of  de- 
votion,t  as  well  as  histories  and  chronicles,  must  be 
considered  the  fault  of  the  age,  rather  than  of  the  indi- 
vidual. I  will  not,  however,  take  upon  me  to  say  that 
the  slumbers  of  this  monarch  were  disturbed  in  *conse- 
quence  of  the  extraordinary  and  frightful  passages, 
which,  accompanied  with  bizarre  cuts,J  were    now    in- 

*  Mr.  Heber  has  a  fine  copy  of  one  x)f  the  volumes  of  a  black-letter  ediHon  of 
Froissart,  printed  by  Eustace,  upon  the  exterior  of  the  binding  of  winch  are 
Henbt's  arms,  with  his  name— Henrioys  Dvx  RiCHMYifDiiB.  The  very  view 
of  such  a  book,  while  it  gives  comfort  to  a  low-spirited  bibliomaniac,  adds  eaargy 
to  the  perseverance  of  a  young  collector  !  the  latter  of  whom  fondly,  but  vainly, 
thinks  he  may  one  day  be  blessed  with  a  similar  treasure ! 

f  The  poesession  of  such  a  volume  as  "  The  Revelaeions  of  the  ntofik  qf  Erne- 
tham"  (vide  vol.  ii.,  of  the  new  edition  of  Brit.  Typog.  Antiquities),  is  evidenoe 
sufficient  of  Henry's  attachment  to  extravagant  books  of  devotion. 

X  It  is  certainly  one  of  the  comforts  of  modem  education,  that  girls  and  boys 
have  nothing  to  do,  even  in  the  remotest  villafj^es,  with  the  perusal  of  such  books 
as  were  put  into  the  juvenile  hands  of  those  who  lived  towards  the  conclusion  of 
the  15th  century.  One  is  at  a  loss  to  conceive  how  the  youth  of  that  period 
oould  have  ventured  at  night  out  of  doors,  or  slept  alone  in  a  darkened  room, 
without  being  frightened  out  of  their  wits  !  Nor  could  maturer  life  be  unin- 
fluenced by  reading  such  volumes  as  are  alluded  to  in  the  text :  and  as  to  the 
bed  of  death  -  tUcU  must  have  sometimes  shaken  the  stoutest  ^th,  and  disturbed 
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tiodooed  into  almost  every  work,  both  of  ascetic  divinity 
and  also  of  plain  practical  morality.      His   predecessor, 

tlM  oaloMtt  piety.     For  what  can  be  more  texrible,  and  at  the  same  time  more 
aodAdous,  than  human  beings  arrogating  to  themselves  the  powers  of  the  deity, 
and  dsDooBcing,  in  eqniToeal  cases,  a  certainty  and  severity  of  future  punish - 
BMot,  equally  revolting  to  scripture  and  common  sense  ?    To  drive  the  timid 
mto  ds^entioD,  and  to  out  away  the  anchor  of  hope  from  the  rational  believer, 
•seiB,  amcDg  other  things,  to  have  been  the  objects  of  these  "ascetic  **  authors ; 
while  the  pictures,  which  were  suffered  to  adorn  their  printed  works,  confirmed 
the  wish  that,  where  the  reader  might  not  comprehend  the  text,  he  could  under- 
stand its  illustration  by  means  of  a  print.    I  will  give  two  extracts,  and  one  of 
these  "bizure  cuts,"  in  support  of  the  preceding  remarks.    At  page  168,  ante, 
the  resder  will  find  a  slight  mention  of  the  subject :  he  is  here  presented  with  a 
more  copious  illustration  of  it.      "  lii  likewise  there  is  none  that  may  declare  the 
piteoos  and  horrible  cries  and  bowlings  the  which  that  is  made  in  hell,  as  well 
of  devils  as  of  other  damned.     And  if  that  a  man  demand  what  they  say  in 
crjing ;    the  answer :    All  the  damned  curseth  the  Creator.     Also  they  curse 
together  as  their  father  and  their  mother,  and  the  hour  that  they  were  begotten, 
and  that  they  were  bom,  and  that  they  were  put  unto  nourishing,  and  those  that 
tbem  should  correct  and  teach, -and  also  those  the  which  have  been  the  occasion 
of  their  ans,  as  the  bawd,  cursed  be  the  bawd,  and  also  of  other  occasions  in 
ditstse  sins.    The  second  cause  of  the  cry  of  them  damned  is  for  the  considera- 
tiofi  that  they  have  of  the  time  of  mercy,  the  which  is  past,  in  the  which  they 
nmj  do  penuice  and  purchase  paradise.    The  third  cause  is  of  their  cry  for  by 
CKOBe  of  the  horrible  pains  of  that  they  endure.     As  we  may  consider  that  if  an 
hundred  persons  had  every  of  them  one  foot  and  one  hand  in  the  fire,  or  in  the 
vmter  seething  without  power  to  die,  what  bruit  and  what  cry  they  should  make  ; 
bat  that  shookl  be  less  than  nothing  in  comparison  of  devils  and  of  other  damned, 
for  they  ben  more  than  an  hundred  thousand  thousands,  the  which  all  together 
unto  them  doeth  tunftoMnee,  and  all  in  one  thunder  crying  and  braying  horribly." — 
Tkofdynaay  qf  CryMUn  Men,  1506,  4to.,  k  k.  ii.,  rect.    Again :  from  a  French 
wotk  written  *'  for  the  amusement  of  all  worthy  ladies  and  gentlemen  :" 

Ds  la  flamme  toasioun  esprite 
De  fea  denfer  qui  point  ne  brise 
De  hosches  nest  |x>int  actise 
Ne  de  soufflemens  embrase 
Le  feo  denfer,  mais  est  de  Dieu 
Cree  poor  estre  en  celuy  lieu 
Dea  le  premier  commencemeut 

Bans  jaoLais  peodre  fln«ment  ^ 

IIIac  nya  point  de  clarte4 
Mais  de  tenebres  obscorte 
De  peine  infinte  dorte 
De  miseres  etemite 
Pleor  et  estraignement  de  dens 
Chasenn  membre  aura  la  dedans 
Toarmmens  selon  ce  qua  forfait 
La  peine  respondra  ao  lait, 
Ac.  Ac  A(c. 
Le  paue  tempe  de  tout  home,  et  de  toute  femme ;  eign.  q.  ii.,  rev. 

Printed  by  Verard  in  8vo.,  without  date  :  (from  a  copy,  printed  upon  vellum,  in 
the  posseorioD  of  John  Lewis  Goldsmyd,  Esq.) — The  next  exiroot  is  from  a 
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Bichard,  had  in  all  probability  been  alarmed  by  the 
images  which  the  reading  of  these  books  had  created ; 
and  I  gaess  that  it  was  from  such  fiightful  objects, 
rather  than  from  the  ghosts  of  his  murdered  brethren, 
that  he  was  compelled  to  pass   a  sleepless  night  before 

book  vhicb  v*a  writtea  to  unuH  had  iDitraat  the  oommoQ  people  :  being-  o&Ile  d 
by  Wuton  a  "  aniTeruJ  augadne  of  evei?  article  of  ■alutarj'  asd  useful  know- 
ledga."    Mi4L  Xnsl.  Poetn/  :  yol.  ii.,  1B5. 

lohetlli  grwt  moDnilDg 

Qruttroablg  of  crying 

or  Uimidu  noUn  roulDg 

with  plenty  o[  «Ud  Bra 


And  ifUi  I  btttet  triad  eoDiu 

whloli  goath  ttaiDDgh  the  ■onli  with  In 

Than  U  botb  thlm  ud  bnnger 

lalldg  with  hooka  pntteth  thair  flMh  uonder 

Thar  light  and  corM  ud  each  on  otbai  woudat  * 

with  tha  fight  of  the  davUi  draadibl* 

Thera  It  Ihtnia  ud  confoalon 

Thaj-  oqrae  thamaolf  with  grsit  raying 

In  iDioak  ud  itlik  Ibej  b«  aTanncn  lying 

wlUi  other  paloi  innnmanblo. 
KoJemUr  0/ Step**"'!.    SV»  O.  ri(.  m.    Prmm'iidU..  fol. 

Specnmeni  of  some  of  the  trem«idous 
out!  which  are  crowded  into  this  thin 
folio  will  be  seen  iu  the  seoond  Toluma 
of  the  new  edition  of  the  Typographi- 
ttU  AxtipiilUi,  However,  that  the 
reader's  curioiity  ma;  not  ben  be 
disappointed,  he  is  presented  with  a 
amilar  ipecimeD,  od  a  amaller  scale, 
of  one  of  the  Infernal  tortures  abore 
deaonbed.  It  is  taken  from  a  bonk 
whose  title  oonveys  something  leas 
terrific  ;  and  describes  a  punishment 
which  is  said  to  he  revealed  b;  the 
Almigbt;  to  St.  Bridg«t  against  those 
who  bave  "  omsjnenta  indecentift  in 
capitibus  et  pedibus,  et  reliquis  mem- 
bris,  ad  provDcandum  luiuriam  et 
initaodum  deum,  in  strictia  vestibus, 
ostensione  mamillaruni,'unctianibue," 
ke.  Riulaciona  iancU  Birgillt ;  fdil. 
Koeherjrr,  \62l,  /of.,  nun.  (].,  7,  rev. 


THE  LIBRARY.  205 

the  memorable  battle  of  Bosworth  Field.     If  one  of  those 
artists  who  used  to  design  the  horrible  pictures  which 
are  engraved    in    many    old    didactic  volumes    of    this 
period  had  ventured  to  take  a  peep  into  Richard's  tent^ 
I  qaestioD  whether  he  would  not  have  seen^  lying  upon 
an  oak^  table^  an  early  edition  of  some  of  those  fearful 
woris  €i  which  he  had  himself  aided  in  the  embellish- 
ment, and  of  which  Heinecken  has  given  us  such  curious 
fiM^-similes:* — and  this,   in  my  humble  apprehension^  is 
quite  sufficient  to  accoimt  for  all  the  terrible  workings 
in  Bichard^  which  Shakespeare  has  so  vividly  described. 

Lis.  This  is^  at  least,  an  original  idea;  and  has 
escaped  the  sagacity  of  every  commentator  in  the  last 
tw^ty-one  volume  edition  of  the  works  of  our  bard. 

Lysand.    But  to  return  to  Henry.     I  should  imagine 
that  his  mind  was  not  much  affected  by  the  perusal  of 
this  description   of  books :  but  rather  that  he  was  con- 
stantly meditating  upon  some  old  arithmetical  work — the 
prototype  of  Cocker — which,    in    the    desolation  of  the 
ensamg  half  century,  has  unfortunately  perished.      Yet, 
if  this  monarch  be  accused  of  avaricious  propensities — 
if,  in  consequence  of  speculating   deeply  in  large  paper 
and  veUum  copies,  he  made  his  coffers  to  run  over  with 
gold — ^it  must  be  remembered  that  he  was,  at  the  same 
time,  a  patron  as  well  as  judge  of  architectural  artists ; 
and  while  the  completion  of  the  structure  of  King's  col- 
lege Chapel,  Cambridge,   and   the  building  of  his  own 
magnificent  chapelt  at  Westminster  (in  which   latter,  I 
saspect,  he  had  a  curiously-carved  gothic  closet  for  the 
preservation  of  choice  copies    from  Caxton's  neighbour- 

*  See  many  of  the  cuts  in  that  scarce  and  highly  ooyeted  volume,  entitled, 
**  JdU  Otnerak  dPu%t  Collection  compiitu  d'Eitampes.**  Leips.  1771|  8vo. 

"t"  Harpefield  speaks  with  becoming  truth  and  spirit  of  Henry's  great  attention 
to eodesiastical  establishments:  "Splendidum  etiam  illud  sacellum  westmonas- 
terij,  magno  sumptu  atque  magnificeutia  ab  eodem  est  conditum.  In  quod 
CQBDobiQm  valde  fuit  liberalis  et  munificus.  Nullumque  fere  fuit  in  tota  Anglia 
m<maohorum,  aut  fratnim  oosnobium,  nullum  collegium,  cujus  preoes,  ad  animam 
ipnos  Beo  post  obitum  commendandam,  sedulo  non  expetierat.  Legavit  autem 
aiogalomm  prssfectis  sex  solidos  et  octo  denarios,  singulis  autem  eorondem  pres- 
hytaria,  tree  solidos  et  quatuor  denanos :  ceteris  non  presbyteris  vigioti  denarios." 
Hut,  EceUi.  Anglic.,  p.  606, edit.  1622,  fol. 
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ing  press),  aSbrd  decisive  proofs  of  Henry's  skill  in  mat- 
ters of  taste,  the  riralship  of  printers  and  of  book-buyers 
shews  that  the  example  of  the  monarch  was  greatly 
favourable  to  the  propag:ation  of  the  Bibliomania.  In- 
deed, such  was  the  pn^resa  of  the  bocA-disease  that, 
in  the  very  year  of  Henry's  death,  appeared,  for  the  first 
time  in  this  country,  an  edition  of  The  Ship  of  Foob 
— in  which  work,  ostentations  and  ignorant  book- 
collectors  *  are,  amongst  other  characters,  severely 
satirized. 

We  have  now  reached  the  threshhold  of  the  reign  of 
Henry  VIII. — and  of  the  era  of  thb  Reformation. 
An  era  in  every  respect  most  important,  but,  in  propor- 
tion to  its  importance,  equally  difficult  to  describe — as  it 
operates  upon  the  history  of  the  Bibliomania.  Now 
blazed  forth,  but  blazed  for  a  short  period,  the  exquisite 
talents  of  Wyatt,  Surrey,  Vaux,  Fischer,    More,  and. 


I  un  the  finlfl  Ma  □(  111  the  hole  111T7 
To  kgpe  Uu  poinpe,  Uu  hslme,  uid  eke  ttie  uf 
Toe  thli  l>  mj  mjadt.  tbia  cm*  pleuoon  htvg 
Of  tnkc*  to  hiae  great  plantf  ud  ipunrle. 
I  lkk«  no  wyednms  bj  them  :  nor  yet  tnjU 
Nor  them  perceTve  ut :  And  tliBD  I  them  dea| 
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when  he  made  his    abode  with    as,  the    incomparable 
Erasmus.    But  these  in  their  turn. 

Phil.  Yoq  omit  Wolsey.  Surely  he  knew  something 
about  books  ? 

Lysand.  I  am  at  *present  only  making  the  sketch  of 
my  grand  picture.  Wolsey,  I  assure  you,  shall  stand  in 
the  foreground.  Nor  shall  the  immortal  Leland  be 
treated  in  a  less  distinguished  manner.  Give  me  only 
"  ample  room  and  verge  enough,"  and  a  little  time  to 
collect  my  powers,  and  then — 

Lis.  "  Yes,  and  then  "—you  will  infect  ns  from  top  to 
toe  with  the  book-disbasr  ! 

Phil.  In  truth  I  already  begin  to  feel  the  consequence 
of  the  innumerable  miasma  of  it,  which  are  floating  in 
the  atmoE^here  of  this  library.  I  move  that  we  adjourn 
to  a  purer  air. 

Lysand.  I  second  the  motion :  for,  having  reached 
the  commencement  of  Henry's  reign,  it  will  be  difficult 
to  stop  at  any  period  in  it  previous  to  that  of  the 
Reformation. 

Lis.  Agreed.  Thanks  to  the  bacchanalian  bounty  of 
Lorenzo,  we  are  sufficiently  enlivened  to  enter  yet  fur- 
ther, and  more  enthusiastically,  into  this  congenial  dis- 
coorse.  Dame .  nature  and  good  sense  equally  admonisti 
us  now  to  depart  Let  us,  therefore,  close  the  apertures 
of  these  goi^eous  decanters  : — 

"  Clandite  jam  liroB,  pneri  :  eat  pnU  bibSrant !" 


Th*  itrtUnc  dSTlc*  if  H.  Honin.  PrtnMr,  Rwmb. 


PART  V. 


Cfie  BratDtng  3Bloom. 

HISTORY  OF  THE  BIBLIOMANIA,  OR  ACCOUNT 
OF  BOOK  COLLECTORS,  CONCLUDED. 


:oo>- 


Some  In  Learning's  garb 
With  formal  hand,  and  sable-einctiu'd  gown, 
And  rags  of  monldy  volnmea. 

Aksnsidk  ;  Pleatiwm  of  Imagincaion,  b.  iiL,  v.  96. 


Ci)c  JBiatoing  JRoom. 

HISTORY   OF  THE   BritLIOMANIA,   OR   ACCOUNT   OF 
BOOK-C0LLHCTOR8,   CONTINUED. 


OLATILE  as  the 
reader  may  com- 
ceive  the  character 
of  Lisardo  to  be, 
there  were  traits  in 
it  of  marked  good- 
ness and  merit.  His 
enthusiasm  so  tre- 
quently  made  him 
violate  the  ndes  of 
severe  politeness  ; 
and  the  quickness 
with  which  he  flew  from  one  subject  to  another, 
might  have  offended  a  narrator  of  the  gravity, 
nithout  the  urbanity,  of  Lysander ;  had  not 
the  franfcnes.s  with  which  he  confessed  his  faults, 
and  the  warmth  with  which  he  always  advocated 
the  cause  of  literature,  rendered  him  amiable  in 
the  eyes  of  those  who  thorou{j;hly  knew  him.  The 
friends,  whose  company  he  was  now  enjoying, 
were  fiiUy  competent  to  appreciate  his  worth. 
They  perceived  that  Lisardo's  mind  had  been 
rather  brilliantly  cultivated ;  and  that,  as  his 
heart  had  always  beaten  at  the  call  of  virtue,  so, 


iBs^gg^sssa^as^^^il 
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in  a  due  course  of. years,  his  judgment  would  become 
matured,  and  his  opinions  more  dacidedljr  fixed.  He 
had  been  left,  very  early  in  life^  wiibout  a  &ther,  and 
bred  up  in  the  expectation  of  a  Urge  torUme ;  wliiie  the 
excessive  liandness  of  his  mother  had  endeavoured  to 
supply  the  want  of  paternal  direction,  .and  had  en- 
couraged her  child  to  sigh  for  every  thing  short  of  im- 
possibility for  his  gratification. 

In  consequence,  Lisardo  was  placed  at  College  upon 
the  most  respectable  footing.  He  wore  the  velvet  ci^), 
and  enjoyed  the  rustling  of  the  tassels  upon  his  silk 
gown,  as  he  paraded  the  High  street  of  Oxford.  But 
although  he  could  translate  Tacitus  and  Theocritus  with 
creditable  facility,  he  thought  it  more  advantageous  to 
gratify  the  cravings  of  his  body  than  of  his  mind.  He 
rode  high-:mettled  horses ;  he  shot  with  a  gun  whidi 
would  have  delighted  an  Indian  prince ;  he  chrank  freely 
out  of  cut-glasses,  which  were  manufactured  according 
to  his  own  particular  taste  ;  and  wines  of  all  colours  and 
qualities  sparkled  upon  his  table ;  he  would  occasionally 
stroll  into  the  *  Bodleian  Library  and  Picture  Grallery,  in 
order  to  know  whether  any  acquisitions  had  been  re* 
cently  made  to  them ;  and  attended  the  Concerts  when 
any  performer  came  down  fix)m  London.  Yet,  in  the 
midst  of  all  his  gaiety,  Lisardo  passed  more  sombrous 
than  joyous  hours :  for  when,  he  looked  into  a  book,  he 
would  sometimes  meet  with  an  electrical  sentence  fit)m 
Cicero,  Seneca,  or  Johnson,  from  which  he  properly  in- 
ferred that  life  was  uncertain,  and  that  time  was  given 
us  to  prepare  for  eternity. 

He  grew  dissatisfied  and  melancholy.  He  scrambled 
through  his  terms ;  took  his  degree ;  celebrated  his  an- 
niversary of  twenty-one,  by  drenching  his  native  village 
in  ale  which  had  been  brewed  at  his  birth;  added  two 
wings  to  his  father's  house ;  launched  out  into  coin  and 
picture  collecting ;  bought  fine  books  with  fine  bindings  ; 
then  sold  all  his  coins  and  pictures ;  and,  at  the  age  of 
twenty-five,  began  to  read,  and  think,  and  act  for  him- 
self. 
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At  this  crisis,  he  became  acquainted  with  the  circle 
which  has  already  been  introduced  to  the  reader's  atten- 
tion ;  and  to  which  circle  the  same  reader  may  think  it 
high  time  now  to  return. 

Upon  breaking  up  for  the  drawing  room,  it  was 
amusing  to  behold  the  vivacity  of  Lisardo ;  who,  leap- 
ing about  Lysander,  and  expressing  his  high  gratifica- 
tion at  the  discourse  he  had  already  heard,  and  his  plea- 
sure at  what  he  hoped  yet  to  hear,  reminded  us  of  what 
Boswell  has  said  of  Grarrick,  who  used  to  flutter  about 
Dr.  Johnson,  and  try  to  soften  his  severity  by  a  thousand 
winning  gestures. 

The  doors  were  opened ;  and  we  walked  into  Lorenzo's 
Drawing  Room.  Tlbe  reader  is  not  to  figure  to  himself 
a  hundred  fantastical  and  fugitive  pieces  of  furniture, 
purchased  at  Mr.  Oakley's,  and  set  off  with  curtains, 
carpet,  and  looking-glasses— at  a  price  which  would 
have  maintained  a  country  town  of  seven  hundred  poor 
with  bread  and  soup  during  the  hardest  winter — the 
reader  will  not  suppose  that  a  man  of  Lorenzo's  taste, 
who  called  books  his  best  wealth,  would  devote  two 
thousand  pounds  to  such  idle  trappings ;  which  in  the 
course  of  three  years,  at  farthest,  would  lose  their  com- 
fort by  losing  their  fashion.  But  he  will  suppose  that 
elegance  and  propriety  were  equally  consulted  by  our 
host. 

Accordingly,  a  satin-wood  book-case  of  14  feet  in 
width  and  11  in  height,  ornamented  at  the  top  with  a 
few  chaste  Etruscan  vases — a  light  blue  carpet,  upon 
which  were  depicted  bunches  of  grey  roses,  shadowed  in 
brown — fawn-coloured  curtains,  relieved  with  yellow  silk 
and  black  velvet  borders — alabaster  lamps  shedding  their 
soft  light  upon  small  marble  busts — and  sofas  and  chairs 
corresponding  with  the  curtains — (and  upon  which,  a 
visitor  might  sit  without  torturing  the  nerves  of  the 
owner  of  them)  these,  along  with  some  genuine  pic- 
tures of  Wouvermans,  Berghem,  and  Rysdael,  and  a  few 
other  (subordinate)  ornaments,  formed  the  furniture  of 
Lorenzo's  Drawing  Room.    As  it  was  en  suite  with  the 
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library,  which  was  fitted  up  in  a  grave  style  or  charac- 
ter, the  contrast  was  sufficiently  pleasing. 

Lisardo  ran  immediately  to  the  book-case.  He  first 
eyed,  with  a  greedy  velocity,  the  backs  of  the  folios  and 
quartos ;  then  the  octavos ;  and,  mounting  an  ingeni- 
ously-contrived mahogany  rostrum,  which  moved  with 
the  utmost  facility,  he  did  not  fail  to  pay  due  attention 
to  the  duodecimos ;  some  of  which  were  carefiilly  pre- 
served in  Russia  or  morocco  backs,  with  water-tabby 
silk  linings,  and  other  appropriate  embellishments.  In 
the  midst  of  his  book-reverie,  he  heard,  on  a  sudden,  the 
thrilling  notes  of  a  harp — ^which  proceeded  fi-om  the 
further  end  of  the  library ! — ^it  being  Lorenzo's  custom, 
upon  these  occasions,  to  request  an  old  Welch  servant 
to  bring  his  instrument  into  the  library,  and  renew,  if 
he  could,  the  strains  of  ''  other  times."  Meanwhile  the 
curtains  were  '^  let  fall ;"  the  sofa  wheeled  round  ; 

— and  the  cups 
That  cheer,  but  not  inebriate, 

with  "the  bubbling  and  loud  hissing  urn,"  "welcomed 
the  evening  in."  Lorenzo  brought  from  his  library  a 
volume  of  Piranesi,  and  another  of  engravings  fiiom  the 
heads  of  Vandyke.  Lisardo,  in  looking  at  them,  beat 
time  with  his  head  and  foot;  and  Philemon  and 
Lysander  acknowledged  that  Dr.  Johnson  himself  could 
never  have  so  much  enjoyed  the  beverage  which  was 
now  before  them. 

If  it  should  here  be  asked,  by  the  critical  reader,  why 
our  society  is  not  described  as  being  more  congenial,  by 
the  presence  of  those  "  whom  man  was  bom  to  please," 
the  answer  is  at  once  simple  and  true — Lorenzo  was  a 
bachelor;  and  his  sisters,  knowing  how  long  and  despe- 
rate would  be  our  discussion  upon  the  black  letter  and 
white  letter,  had  retreated,  in  the  morning,  to  spend  the 
day  with  Lisardo's  mother — whither  ♦**  ♦***♦♦  i^j^j 
been  invited  to  join  them. 

The  harper  had  now  ceased.  The  tea-things  were 
moved  away  ;  when  we  narrowed  our  circle,  and,  two  or 


THE  DRAWING  ROOM.  216 

US  upon  the  sofa,  and  three  upon  chairsy^  entreated 
Lysander  to  resume  his  narrative;  who,  after  '^clearing 
his  pipes  (like  Sir  Roger  de  Coverley)  with  a  loud  hem 
or  two,"  thus  proceeded. 

^'I  think  we  left  off,"  said  Lysander,  ^^with  seating 
Henry  thb  Eighth  tapon  the  tlirone  of  England.  It 
will  be  as  well,  therefore,  to  say  something  of  this 
monarch's  pretensions  to  scholarship  and  love  of 
books.  Although  I  will  not  rake  together  every 
species  of  abuse  which  has  been  vented  against 
Mm  by  one  Anthony  Gilbie,*  yet  Henry  must 
•be  severely  censured,  in  the  estimation  of  ihe  most 
candid  inquirer,  for  that  gross  indifference  which  he 
evinced  to  the  real  interests  of  literature,,  in  calmly 
suffering  the  libraries  of  convents  and    monasteries  to 

«  «<  In  the  time  (Baith  he)  of  King  Hsnbib  thx  kiqbt,  when  by  TindaH, 
Frith,  Bilneyi  and  other  his  faithful  aeroantesy  God  called  ISn^^d  to  di6«e  his 
Tineyarde,  many  promise  fill  faire,  whome  I  ooolde  name,  but  what  froite 
followed  I  NotUng  but  bitter  grapes,  yea^  biyers  and  biyunbles,  the  wormewood 
of  auarioe,  the  gall  of  crueltie,  the  poison  of  filthie  fornication,  flowing  from  head 
to  fote,  the  contempt  of  God,  and  open  defence  of  the  cake  idole,  by  open  pro- 
clamation to  be  read  in  the  churches  in  steede  of  God's  Scriptures.  Hius  was 
there  no  reformation,  but  a  deformation,  in  the  time  of  the  tyrant  and  lecheronwe 
monster.  The  bore  I  graunt  was  busie,  wrootlng  and  digging  in  the  earth,  and 
all  his  pigges  that  followed  him,  but  they  sought  onely  for  the  pleasant  fruites, 
that  they  winded  with  their  long  snoutes ;  and  for  their  own  bellies  sake,  they 
wrooted  up  many  weeds ;  but  they  turned  the  grounde  so,  mingling  goods  and 
badde  togeather,  sweet  and  sower,  mededne  and  poyson,  they  made,  I  Saye, 
snohe  confusion  of  religion  and  lawes,  that  no  good  thJnge  could  growe^  but  by 
great  miracle,  under  suche  gardeners.  And  no  maruafle,  if  it  be  rightlye  consi- 
dered. For  this  bore  raged  against  God,  sgainst  the  DiTell,  against  Cbriste,  and 
against  Antichrist,  as  the  f ome  that  he  cast  onto  sgainst  Luther,  the  racing 
out  of  the  name  of  the  pope,  and  yet  allowing  his  lawes,  and  his  murder  of  many 
Christian  souldiars,  and  of  many  Papists,  doe  dedare  and  eridentUe  testifle  unto 
us ;  especially  the  burning  of  Barnes,  Jerome,  and  Garrette^  their  fidthfuQ 
preachers  of  the  truthe,  and  hanging  the  same  daye  for  the  malntenaunoe  of  the 
pope.  Pool,  Abel,  and  Fetherstone,  dothe  dearUe  palnte  his  beastHnes,  that  he 
caied  for  no  religion.  This  monsterous  bore  for  all  this  must  needes  be  ealled 
the  head  of  the  church  in  peine  of  treason,  displacing  Christ,  our  onely  head, 
who  ought  alone  to  haue  this  title."  AdmonUian  to  England  and  S€t4Umd,  die., 
Otntffa,  1668,  p.  89.  Quoted  by  Stapleton  hi  his  Counter  Bia$le  to  Sornt^a 
Vayn*  Blade,  Lovan.,  1567,  4to.,  fol  28.  GObie  was  a  Protestant;  upon 
which  Stapleton  who  was  a  rigid  Roman  Catholic,  shrewdly  remarks  in  the 
margin :  "  See  how  religiously  the  Protestantes  speak  of  their  priness  T 
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be  pillaged  by  the  crafty  and  rapacious.  He  was  biblio- 
maniac enough  to  have  a  few  copies  of  his  own  work, 
in  defence  of  the  Roman  Catholic  exposition  of  the 
Sacrament,  struck  t)ff  upon  vellum:*  but  when  he 
quarrelled  with  the  Roman  pontiff  about  his  divorce  firom 
Queen  Catharine,  in  order  to  marry  Anne  Bolejm^t  he 

.  *  Mr.  Edwards  informs  me  that  he  has  had  a  copy  of  the  '*  Attertio  S^ptom 
Saaumeniorum  aduenus  MaxHn  Luiherum,**  &c.  (printed  by  Pynson  in  ffeo.^ 
both  with  and  without  date— 1521),  upon  velluil  The  preeentatioQ  oapy  to 
Henry,  and  perhaps  another  to  Wolsey,  might  have  been  of  this  nataro.  I 
should  have  preferred  a  similar  copy  of  the  small  book,  printed  a  few  yeaxs 
afterwards,  in  12mo.,  of  Henry's  Letters  in  answer  to  Luther's  r^lj  to  the 
foregoing  work.  This  is  not  the  place  to  talk  further  of  these  curious  piooes. . 
I  have  seen  some  of  Pynson's  books  printed  upon  Tellum ;  which  axe  not 
remarkable  for  their  beauty. 

f  Those  readers  who  are  not  in  possession  of  Heame's  rare  edition  of  Rohat 
de  Aveibnry,  1720,  Svo.,  and  who  cannot,  in  consequence,  read  the  passionate 
letters  of  Heniy  VIII.  to  his  beloved  Boleyn,  which  form  a  leading  feature  in 
the  Appendix  to  the  same,  will  find  a  few  extracts  from  them  in  the  BrUitk 
Bibliographer  \  vol.  iL,  p.  78.  Some  of  the  monarch's  signatoras^  of  whioli 
Heame  has  given  f ac-simileB,  are  as  follow : 


%,^ 


nichret 


Mr 


When  one  thinks  of  the  then  imagined  happiness  of  the  fair  object  of  these 
epistles — and  reads  the  splendid  account  of  her  coronation  dinner,  by  Stow — 
contrasting  it  with  the  melancholy  circumstances  which  attended  her  death — 
one  is  at  loss  to  think,  or  to  speak,  with  suffioient  force,  of  the  fickleness  of  aU 
sublunary  grandeur !  The  reader  may,  perhaps,  wish  for  this^  "  coronation 
dinner  ?"  It  is,  in  part,  strictly  as  follows :  "  While  the  queen  was  in  her 
chamber,  every  lord  and  other  that  ought  to  do  service  at  the  coronation,  did 
prepare  them,  according  to  their  duty :  as  the  Duke  of  Suffolk,  High-Steward 
of  England,  which  was  richly  apparelled — his  doublet  and  jacket  set  with  orient 
pearl,  his  gown  crimson  velvet  embroidered,  his  courser  trapped  with  a  dose 
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sounded  the  tocsin  for  the  eventful  destruction  of  all 
monastic  libraries:  and  although  he  had  sent  Leland, 
under  an  express  commission,  to  make  a  due  examina- 
tion of  them,  as  well  as  a  statistical  survey  of  the  realm, 
yet,  being  frustrated  in  the  forementioned  darling  object, 
he  cared  for  nothing  about  books,  whether  upon  vellum 
or  large  paper.  But  had  we  not  better  speak  of  the 
book  ravages,  during  the  reformation,  in  their  proper 
place?" 

liORENZ.  As  you  please.  Perhaps  you  will  go  on 
with  the  mention  of  some  distinguished  patrons  'till 
you  arrive  at  that  period  ? 

Lysand.  Yes ;  we  may  now  as  well  notice  the  efforts 
of  that  extraordinary  bibUomamaccU  triumvirate,  Colet, 
More,  and  Erasmus.  . 

Phil.    Pray  treat  copiously  of  them.    They  are  my 


tn^yper,  head  and  all,  to  the  ground,  of  crimson  yeWet,  set  fall  of  letters  of 
gold,  of  goldsmith's  work ;  having  a  long  white  rod  in  his  hand.  On  his  left- 
hand  rode  the  Lord.  William,  deputy  for  his  brother,  as  Earl  Marshall,  with  ye 
maishal's  rod,  whose  gown  was  crimson  velvet,  and  his  horse's  trapper  purple 
velvet  cot  on  white  satin,  embroidered  with  white  lions.  The  Earl  of  Oxford 
was  High  Chamberlain ;  the  Earl  of  Essex,  carver ;  the  Earl  of  Sussex,  sewer ; 
the  Earl  of  Arundel,  chief  butler ;  on  whom  12  citizens  of  London  did  give 
their  attendance  at  the  cupboard ;  the  Earl  of  Derby,  cup-bearer ;  the  Viscount 
Lisle,  panter ;  the  Lord  Burgeiny,  chief  larder  ;  the  Lord  Broy,  almoner  for 
him  and  his  copartners ;  and  the  Mayor  of  Oxford  kept  the  butteiy-bar :  and 
Thomas  Wyatt  was  chosen  ewerer  for  Sir  Henry  Wyatt,  his  father."  "  When 
aU  things  were  ready  and  ordered,  the  qiteen,  under  her  canopy,  came  into  the 
haU,  and  washed  ;_and  sat  down  in  the  middest  of  the  table,  under  her  cloth  of 
estate.  On  the  right  side  of  her  chair  stood  the  Countess  of  Oxford,  widow : 
and  on  her  left  hand  stood  the  Countess  of  Worcester,  all  the  dinner  season ; 
which,  divers  times  in  the  dinner  time,  did  hold  a  fine  cloth  before  the  Queen's 
face,  when  she  Ust  to  spit,  or  do  otherwise  at  her  pleasure.  And  at  the  table's 
end  sate  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  on  the  right  hand  of  the  Queen ;  and 
in  the  midst,  between  the  Archbishop  and  the  Countess  of  Oxford,  stood  the 
Earl  of  Oxford,  with  a  white  staff,  all  dinner  time ;  and  at  the  Queen's  feet, 
under  the  table,  sate  two  gentlewomen  all  dinner  time.  When  all  these  things 
were  thus  ordered,  came  in  the  Duke  of  Suffolk  and  the  Lord  William  Howard 
on  horseback,  and  the  serjeants  of  arms  before  them,  and  after  them  the  sewer ; 
and  then  the  knights  of  the  Bath,  bringing  in  the  Jfrst  course,  which  was  eight 
and  twenty  dishes,  besides  subtleties,  and  ships  made  of  wax,  marvellous  goi^geous 
to  behold :  all  which  time  of  service,  the  trumpets  standing  in  the  windo 
at  the  nether  end  of  the  hall,  played,"  &g.      ChroHklti;  p.  560  :    edit.  1615,  fol. 


218  THE  DRAWING  ROOM. 

great-  fayonrites.    But  can   you  properly  place  Erasmus 
in  the  list  ? 

Lysand.  Ton  forget  that  he  made  a  long  abode  here, 
and  was  Greek  professor  at  Cambridge.  To  begin^  then, 
with  the  former.  Colet,  as  you  well  know,  was  Dean 
of  St  Paul's ;  and  founder  of  the  public  school  whidi 
goes  by  the  latter  name.  He  had  an  ardent  and  general 
love  of  literature;*    but  his  attention  to  the  improye- 


*  How  uixiously  does  COLST  seem  to  have  watofaed  the  progresi^  and  pnahad 
the  sale,  of  his  friend  Erasmus's  first  edition  of  the  Greek  Testament  I  ''Quod 
soribis  de  Novo  Testamento  intelligo.  Bt  libri  nom  editionis  tus  hie  amd§ 
mntaUur  et  pcutim  Ugtmturr*  The  entire  epistle  (which  may  be  seen  in 
Dr.  Knight's  dry  liife  of  Colet,  p.  815)  is  devoted  to  an  acoount  of  Enmnxufm 
publications.  "I  am  really  astonishedi  my  dear  Erasmus  (does  he  exelaim)^ 
at  the  fruitfiilness  of  your  talents  ;  that^  ^thont  any  fixed  reddenoe,  and  witii 
a  precarious  and  limited  income,  you  contriye  to  publish  so  many  and  nKsh 
excellent  works."  Adverting  to  the  distracted  state  of  Germany  at  this  period, 
and  to  the  wish  of  his  friend  to  live  secluded  and  unmolested,  he  observw — "  Am 
to  the  tranquil  retirement  which  you  sigh  for,  be  assured  that  you  haive  mj 
sincere  wishes  for  its  rendering  you  as  happy  and  composed  as  you  can  wish  ft. 
Your  age  and  erudition  entitle  you  to  such  a  retreat.  I  fondly  hope,  indeed, 
that  you  will  choose  this  country  for  it,  and  come  and  live  amongst  ns^*  whoee 
disposition  you  know,  and  whose  friendship  you  have  proved."  There  is  baidlj 
a  more  curious  picture  of  the  custom  of  the  times  relating  to  the  ednoation  of 
boys,  than  the  Dean's  own  Statutes  for  the  regulation  of  St.  Paul's  School,  whidi 
he  had  founded.  These  shew,  too,  the  popuXwr  hookt  then  read  by  the  learned. 
*'  The  children  shall  come  unto  the  school  in  the  morning  at  seven  of  the  dock, 
both  winter  and  summer,  and  tarry  there  until  eleven ;  and  return  again  at  one 
of  the  dock,  and  depart  at  five,  &c.  In  the  school,  no  time  in  the  year,  they 
shall  use  tallow  candle,  in  no  wise,  but  only  wax  candle,  at  the  ooete  of  their 
friends.  Also  I  will  they  bring  no  meat  nor  drink,  nor  bottle,  nor  uae  in  the 
school  no  breakfeurts,  nor  drinkings,  in  the  time  of  learning,  in  no  wise,  fca  I 
will  they  use  no  cockfighting,  nor  riding  about  of  victory,  nor  diaputing  at  Saint 
Barthulomew,  which  is  but  foolish  babbling  and  loss  of  time."  The  master  ie 
then  restricted,  under  the  penalty  of  40  shillings,  from  granting  the  boys  a  holi- 
day, or  "  remedy"  (play-day),  as  it  is  here  called,  "  except  the  Idng^  an  ardi- 
bishop,  or  a  bishop,  present  in  bis  own  person  in  the  school,  dedre  it."  Tlie 
studies  for  the  lads  were  "Erasmus's  Copia  et  Inditutum  CkrisUani  Mamimii  (oom- 
posed  at  the  Dean's  request),  LactanUus,  PntderUitu,  Jiivencut,  Proba  and  SediUiui, 
and  BaptiOd  Mantuanus,  and  such  other  as  shall  be  thought  convenient  and 
most  to  purpose  unto  the  true  Latin  speech;  all  barbery,  dl  corruption,  all 
Latin  adulterate,  which  ignorant  blind  fools  brought  into  this  world,  and  with 
the  same  hath  distdned  and  poisoned  the  old  Latin  speech,  and  the  eeroy  Reman 
tongue,  which  in  the  time  of  Tully,  and  Sallust,  and  Virgil,  and  Terenoe,  was 
used— I  say,  that  filthinees,  and  dl  such  abudon,  which  the  later  blind  world 
brought  in,  which  more  rather  may  be  cdled  Bloteratube  than  LiTsaaTUBS, 
I  utterly  banish  and  exclude  out  of  this  school."     Knight's  Lift  of     C6Ui, 
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ment  of  yoath,  in  superintending:  appropriate  publica- 
tions, for '  their  use,  was  unremitting.  Few  men  did  so 
much  and  so  well,  at  this  period :  for  while  be  was  fram- 
ing the  statutes  by  which  his  little  community  was  to 
be  governed,  he  did  not  fail  to  keep  the  presses  of 
Wynkyn  De  Worde  and  Pynsou'  pretty  constantly  at 
work,  by  publishing  the  grammatical  treatises  ol  Grocyn, 
Linacre,  Stanbridge,  LUye,  Holte,  Wbittington,  and 
others — for  the  benefit,  as  well  of  the  public,  as  of  his 
own  particular  circle.  I  take  it,  his  library  must  hare 
been  both  choice  and  copious ;  for  books  now  began  to 
be  multiplied  in  an  immense  ratio,  and  scholars  and  men 
of  rank  thought  a  Study,  or  Library,  of  some  import- 
ance to  their  mansions.  What  would  we  not  give  for 
an  authenticated  representation  of  Dean  Colet  in  his 
library,*  surroanded  with  books?  You,  Lisardo,  would 
be  in  ecstacies  with  such  a  thing ! 

362,  i,  Ths  ugKnaoii  reodsr  will  natnrtdly  enough  oonohide  ibftt  boji^  tinu 
educated,  would,  aftonrBnli,  of  neaenity,  fall  viotiDU  to  tlie  nngM  of  tha 

BlBUOllAHU  I 
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Lis.  Pray  dont  make  sach  tantalizing  appeals  to  me  i 
Proceed,  proceed. 

Lysand.  Of  this  amiable  and  illnstriona  chai^u^ter  I 
vrill  only  further  observe  that  he  possessed  st^d,  good 
sense — unaffected  and  unshaken  piety — a  love  towards 
the  whole  human  race— and  that  he  dignified  his  attadi- 
ment  to  learning  by  the  conscientious  discharge  of  his 
duty  towards  God  and  man.  He  sleeps  in  peace  be- 
neath a  monument,  which  has  been  consecrated  by  the 
tears  of  all  who  were  related  to  him,  and  by  the 
prayers  of  those  who  have  beoi  benefitted  by  Ui 
philanthropy. 

Of  SiB  Thomas  More,*  where  is  the  schoolboy  that, , 
is  ignorant  1  He  was  unqaestionably,  next  to  Erasmus,  rj 
the  most  brilliant  schdlar  of  his  age  :  while  the  preciouc^J 
biographical  memoirs  of  him,  which  have  luckily 
scended  to  us,  place  his  character,  in  a  domestic  point  < 

tb*  interior  ol  Dia*   Coltii  Sbidg.    This  print  k  taken  tmm  an  old  wori  _^ 
printed  in  the  early  part  af  ths  niteentb    oentmy,  and  lepoblidied  in  a  bM^l 
of  AlcJBtug'a  emblems,  tnnHlatet)  from  the  Latin  into  Italian,  A.  O.   ]519,  Sia.  I 
There  ia  an  wr  of  trath  about  it ;  but  the  frame  work  is  entirely  modsm,  and  1 
perhapi  not  in  the  pureat  taete.    It  may  tum  out  that  this  Interior  view  of  n  prf.   j^ 
Tate  library  is  Bamaiihat  too  perfect  and  finished  for  the  timei  of  Colal,  Id  tbh ' 
□ountiy ;  especially  if  we  may  judge  from  the  nilea  to  be  obaerred  In  miiinihllim 
a  public  one,  just  about  Uie  period  of   Colet'a  death :  "Hd.  cooenawntyd  and 
ai{Tsid   wyth   Comell  Clerke,    for  the  makJog  off  the  daitia  In  the  Ubraij,    (of 
Christ  ChuTOh  College,  Oxford)  to  the  snnuae  off  iri,  after  the  roaner  and  fonne 
as  they  be  in  Hagdalyn  college,  oxcept  the  popie  haedee  off  the  mitaa,  thii  to  b* 
workmanly  wrought  and  clBUly,   and  be  to  have  all  manner  o9  itooff  fooud  hym, 
and  to  hBTe  for  the  mokyng  off  one  dexte  !■.  the  sum  off  the  hale  viii  li  Itam  : 
borawd  att  Uagdaleyn  college  one  c.  off  t.  d  nayla,  a  c  off  tL  d  cayi^  dim.  c 
I.  d.  nayle.  " — Antiqaitia  qf  GlaiUiiihun/  ;  rdU.  Btanie,  p.  S07. 

*  In  the  first  volume  of  myedition  of  Sib  Thoiub  Mohg's  I^(n/iut,  th*  rsado' 
will  fiad  an  elaborate  and  faithful  account  of  the  biographical  publioatiooa  ra- 
lating  to  this  diatinguishod  character,  together  with  a  copious  Catalojut  AiumjiJ 
of  the  eogniTed  portraits  of  him,  and  an  analysis  of  hia  English  works.  It 
would  be  tedious  to  both  Uie  reader  and  author,  here  to  repeat  what  has  bean 
before  writton  of  Sir  Thomas  More— whose  memory  livee  in  every  oulliTiktcd 
bosom.  Of  this  edition  of  the  Utopia  there  appeared  a  dimsy  and  tart  cenaora 
in  the  EdinbxTgk  Renew,  by  a  critic,  who,  it  was  maoifest,  had  nerer  eiamined 
Uie  volumes,  and  who,  when  he  ohservee  upon  the  fidelity  of  Bishop  Bumofs 
translation  of  the  original  Latin  ot  More,  was  resolved,  from  para  lore  of 
Whiggism,  to  defend  on  author  at  the  ei^iense  of  truth. 
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view,  beyond  that  of  all  his  contemporaries.    Dr.  Words- 
worth *  has  well  spoken  of  "  the  heavenly  mindcdncss  " 
of  More :  but  how  are  bibliomaniacs  justly  to  appre- 
ciate the  classical    lore,    and    incessandy  -  active  book-  . 
purmitSjl'  of  this  scholar  and  martyr!    How  he  soared 


i-  A  bibliomaiiics]  knecdote  bare  dwerreB  to  ba  rscorded ;  u  it  ahswB  how 
Hoiv'a  lore  of  boobs  had  infected  even  tluwe  who  came  to  Boiie  upon  him  to 
tarwj  ium  to  the  Tower,  and  to  endeaTour  to  inTsigle  him  into  tieasanBlile  oi- 
|i»«liniii :— "While  Sir  Bichard  Soathwell  and  Mr.  Pahper  vera  bustle  in 
trutmaffi  1^  liit  boata,  Wt.  Biehi,  pmteaiiiug,  "  &c.— "Whereupon  Mr.  P&lmer, 
CB  bti  deqioBtion,  nld,  tL&t  be  wae  soe  bueaie  about  the  tiiutinge  Hpp  Sir  TJu). 
JIten't  boota  in  a  wcke,  that  he  tooke  no  heed  to  there  taUie.  Sir  Richard 
Sontbirall  likewise  upon  big  diapositioo  Kiid,  that  beoause  he  waa  appoj nted  only 
tokNika  to  the  coDreyauce  qfhii  bocta,  he  gave  no«  ear  unto  them.  " — OvIieliKi 
Baptn  Vila  D.  T.  Mori  ;  odit  Heroe,  p.  47,  61. 


222 


THE  DRAWING  ROOM. 


"  above  his  compeers !"  How  richly,  singularly,  and 
curiously,  was  his  mind  furnished !  Wit,  plajrfiilness, 
elevation,  and  force — all  these  are  disting^hable  in  his 
writings,  if  we  except  his  polemical  compositions ;  which 
latter,  to  speak  in  the  gentlest  terms,  are  wholly  unwor- 
thy of  his  name.  When  More's  head  was  severed  from 
his  body,  virtue  and  piety  exclaimed,  in  the  language  of 
Erasmus, — ^*  He  is  dead  :  More,  whose  breast  was  purer 
than  snow,  whose  genius  was  excellent  above  all  his 
nation/'  ♦ 

How  can  I  speak,  with  adequate  justice,  of  the  author 
of  these  words  !  —  Yes,  Erasmus  !  —  in  spite  oi  thy 
timidity,  and  sometimes,  .almost  servile  compliances 
with  the  capricious  whims  of  the  great ;  in  spite  of  thy 
delicate  foibles,  thou  shalt  always  live  in  my  memory; 
and  dear  to  me  shall  be  the  possession  of  thy  intdlectoal 
labours !    No  pen  has  yet  done  justice  to  thy  life.t    How 


*  Epistle  Dedicatory  to  Eoolesiastes  :  quoted  in  that  elegant  and  intenstiDg 
quarto  Yolume  of  the  "  Liva  qf  BrUuh  Siatetmen,  "  by  the  late  Mr.  Maodiav^ 
mid;  p.  117. 

t  It  were  muoh  to  be  wished  that  Mr.  Rosooe,  who  has  so  saooesflfally  tamed 
his  attention  to  the  history  of  Italian,  Literature^  of  the  period  of  Erasmiis^  would 
devote  himself  to  the  investigation  of  the  philological  history  of  the 
schools,  and  more  especially  to  the  literary  life  of  the  groat  man  of 
Lysander  is  above  speaking.  The  biographical  memoirs  of  Brasmua  by  Le 
Clero,  anglicised  and  enlarged  by  the  learned  JoiUn,  and  Dr.  Knight's  life  sof 
the  same,  can  never  become  popular.  They  want  method,  style  and  intsrest 
Le  Clerc,  however,  has  made  ample  amends  for  the  defeotiveneas  Of  his  biogra- 
phical composition,  by  the  noble  edition  of  Erasmus's  works  which  he  put  fbcth 
at  Leyden,  in  the  year  1703-6,  in  eleven  volumes  folio :  of  which  volumes  the 
reader  will  find  an  excellent  analysis^or  review  in  the  Act,  £rtidit.,  A.  D.  1704, 
&c.  Le  Clerc,  Bibl.  Choitie,  vol.  i,  380 ;  Du  Pin's  Bibl,  BceUt.,  vol.  Siv.,  and 
Biblioth,  Fabric,  pt.  i.,  859';  from  which  latter  we  learn  that,  in  the  pnblie 
librazy,  at  Deventer,  there  is  a  copy  of  Erasmus's  workii,  in  which  those  passages^ 
where  the  author  speaks  freely  of  the  laxity  of  the  monkish  character,  have 
been  defaced,  "  charts  fenestrate.  "  A  somewhat  more  compressed  analysis  of 
the  oontents  of  these  volumes  appeared 'in  the  Syllogt  OpusctUcrum  ffiM,-Crit», 
Littrariarum,  J.  A.  FaJbricii,  Hamh,  1738,  4ta,  p.  363,  378>— -preceded,  however, 
by  a  pleasing,  yet  brief  account  of  the  leading  features  of  Erasmus's  literary  Ufe. 
In  one  of  his  letters  to  Colet,  Erasmus  describes  himself  as  "  a  very  poor  fellow 
in  point  of  fortune,  and  wholly  exempt  from  ambition."  A  little  before  bis 
death  he  sold  his  library  to  one  John  a  Losco,  a  Polonose,  for  only  200  florins. 
(Of  this  amiable  foreigner,  see  Stypye's  Life  of  Cramtna- ;  b.  ii.,  ch.  xxii.)    Nor 
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I  love  to  trace  tbee,  in  all  thy  bookish  pursuits,  firom 
correcting  the  press  of  thy  beloved  Froben,  to  thy  social 
meetings  with  Colet  and  More!  Tou  remember  well, 
Lisardo,— we  saw,  in  yonder  room,  a  large  paper  copy 
of  the  fine  Leyden  edition  of  this  great  man's  works ! 
Tou  opened  it;  and  were  struck  with  the  variety — 
the  solidity,  as  well  as  gaiety,  of  his  productions. 

Lis.  Let  me  go  and  bring  it  here !  While  you  talk 
thus,  I  long  to  feast  my  eyes  upon  these  grand  books. 

Lysand.    Tou  need  not    Nor  must  I  give  to  Erasmus 


did  he— notwithstanding  his  services  to  booksellers— and  althoogfa  every  press 
was  teeming  with  his  luoabrations— and  especially  that  of  GolinsBus —(which 
alone  put  forth  24^000  copies  of  his  CoUo^tes)  ever  become  much  the  wealthier 
for  his  talents  as  an  author.  His  bibUoman&cal  spirit  was  such,. that  he  paid 
most  liberally  those  who  collated  or  described  works  of  which  he  was  in  want. 
In  another  of  his  letters,  he  declares  that "  he  shall  not  redeve  an  obolui  that 
year ;  as  he  had  spent  more  than  what  he  had  gained  in  rewarding  those  who 
had  made  book-researches  for  him ;"  and  he  complains,  after  being  five  months 
at  Cambridge,  that  he  had,  fruitlessly,  spent  upwards  of  fifty  crowns."  "Noble- 
men," says  he,  "  love  and  praise  literature,  and  my  lucubrations ;  but  they  praise 
and  do  not  reward."  To  his  friend  Eobanus  Hessus  (voL  vL,  26),  he  makes  a 
bitter  complaint  "de  Comite  quodam."  For  the  particulars,  see  the  last 
mentioned  authority,  p.  863,  4.  In  the  year  1619,  Godenus,  to  whom  Erasmus 
had  bequeathed  a  sUver  bowl,  put  forth  a  facetious  catalogue  of  his  works,  in 
hexameter  and  pentameter  verses;  which  was  printed  at  Louvain  by  Martin, 
without  date,  in  4to. ;  and  was  soon  succeeded  by  two  more  ample  and  methodical 
ones  by  the  same  person  in  1687,  4to. ;  printed  by  Froben  and  Episcopius.  See 
Marchand's  DkL  BQdiogr,  ei  HuHor,,  voL  i.,  p.  96,  99.  The  bibliomaniac  may 
not  object  to  be  informed  that  Froben,  shortly  after  the  death  of  his  revered 
Erasmus,  put  forth  this  first  edition  of  the  entire  worics  of  the  latter,  in  nine 
folio  volumes  ;  and  that  accurate  and  magnificent  as  is  Le  derc's  edition  of  the 
same  (may  I  venture  to  hint  at- the  rarity  of  labox  paper  oopies  of  it?),  "it 
takes  no  notice  of  the  Index  JBzpwgaloriut  of  the  early  edition  of.  Froben, 
which  has  shown  a  noble  art  of  curtailing  this,  as  well  as  other  authors."  See 
Knight t  L\fe  qf  EratmHt,  p.  868.  The  mention  of  Froben  and  Erasmus,  thus 
going  down  to  immortality  together,  induces  me  to  inform  the  curious  reader 
that  my  friend  Mr.  Edwards  is  possessed  of  a  chaste  and  elegant  painting,  by 
Fuseli,  of  this  distinguished  author  and  printer— the  portraits  being  executed 
after  the  most  authentic  representationB.  Erasmus  is  in  the  act  of  calmly 
correcting  the  press,  while  Froben  is  urging  with  vehemence  some  emendations 
which  he  conceives  to  be  of  consequence,  but  to  which  his  master  seems  to  pay 
no  attention  1  And  now  having  presented  the  reader  (p.  221,  ante)  with  the 
tuppoted  study  of  Colet,  nothing  remains  but  to  uige  him  to  enter  in  imagination, 
with  myself,  into  the  real  study  of  Erasmus;  of  which  we  are  presented  with 
the  oxterior  in  the  following  view— taken  from  Dr.  Knight* s  Hfe  qf  Enumus  ; 
p.   124. 
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a  greater  share  of  attention   than  ia  dne   to  him.    We 
hate  a  large  and  varied  field — or  rather  domain— yet  to 


#XT14- 


1  BhiU  conclade  thu  ERiBMIAXx  (if  th» 
reader  will  premit  me  so  to  eatitla  it) 
witli  a  iroad-eat  eihibitiaa  of  a  difFer<nt  . 
kind  :  it  bong  perhapa  tlis  MriiaA  por- 
trait of  Erasmus  publilbed  Id  tbfi 
country.  It  la  takan  from  a  woA  ea- 
titled,  "  T/uMojitraiut  Forme  qf  Co»r 
faien, "  printed  bj  Byddell,  in  8vo., 
withoat  date  ;  and  ii  placed  'immodiatoly 
imder  an  addnaa  from  EMamol,  to 
Molice,  Bishop  of  Condome ;  doted 
IG24 ;  Id  which  Uie  fcirmer  oomplAia 
bitterly  of  "tie  pain  and  grief  of  tlis 
reins  of  his  bade."  The  print  ia  taken 
fromairadDKof  the  oifgiaa],  made  by 

me,  from  »  neat  copy    of  Byiidol's  edition,   in  the  collection  of  Rc^ar   Wil- 

brahain,  Eiii|.     I  ani  free  to  oonfow  that  it  falls  a 

Durot's  fine  print  of  him,  cioeutod  A.  D.  1526, 


UDdred  dagreea  short  of  Alber* 
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pass  over.  Wishing,  therefore,  Lorenzo  speedily  to 
purchase  a  small  bronze  figure  of  him,  from  the  cele- 
brated large  one  at  Rotterdam,  and  to  place  the  same 
upon  a  copy  of  his  first  edition  of  the  Oreek  Testament 
printed  upon  vellum,*  by  way  of  a  pedestaJ  —  I  pass 
on  to  the  notipe  of  oth^r  bibliomaniacs  of  this  period. 

Subdued  be  every  harsher  feeling  towards  Wolsky, 
when  we  contemplate  even  the  imperfect  remains  of  his 
literary  institutions  which  yet  survive !  That  this  chan- 
cellor and  cardinal  had  grand  views,  and  a  magnificent 
taste,  is  unquestionable:  and  I  suppose  few  libraries 
contained  more  beautiful  or  more  numerous  copies  ot 
precious  volumes  than  his  own.  For,  when  in  favour 
with  his  royal  master,  Henry  VIII.,  Wolsey  had,  in  all 
probability,  such  an  ascendency  over  him  as  to  coax 
from  him  almost  every  choice  book  which  he  had  in- 
herited from  his  father,  Henry  VII. ;  and  thus  I  should 
apprehend,  although  no  paiticular  m^ition  is  made  of 
his  library  in  the  inventories  of  his  goodsf  which  have 
been  published,  there  can  be  no  question  about  such  a 
character  as  that  of  Wolsey  having  numerous  copies  of 

*  In  the  libraxy  of  York  cathedral  there  is  a  copy  of  the  first  edition  of 
Erasmus's  Greek  and  Latin  Testament,  1516,  foL,  struck  off  upon  vellum. 
This,  I  believe,  was  never  before  generally  known. 

f  In  the  last  Variorum  edition  of  Shakspeare,  1803,  vol.  zv.,  p.  144,  we  are 
referred,  by  Mr.  Douce  to  "  the  particulars  of  this  inventory  at  large,  in  Stowe's 
Chronicle,  p.  646,  edit  1631  :"  my  copy  of  Stowe  is  of  the  date  of  1615  ;  but, 
not  a  syllable  is  said  of  it  in  the  place  here  referred  to,  or  at  any  other  page  ; 
although  the  account  of  Wolsey  is  ample  and  interesting.  Mr.  Douoe  {ibid) 
says  that,  among  the  Harl.  MSJS.  {n9.  599)  there  is  one  entitled  ''An  Inventorie  of 
Cardinal  Wolsey's  rich  householde  stuffe ;  temp.  Hen.  VIII.  ;  the  original  book, 
as  it  seems,  kept  by  his  own  officers.  "  In  Mr.  Qutch's  ColUetanea  CurioM,  vol.  ii., 
283—349,  will  be  found  a  copious  account  of  Wolsey's  plate : — too  splendid, 
almost,  for  belief.  To  a  life  and  character  so  well  known  as  are  those  of  Wol- 
sey, and  upon  which  Dr.  Fiddes  has  published  a  huge  folio  of  many  hundred 
pages,  the  reader  will  not  here  expect  any  additional  matter  which  may  convey 
much  novelty  or  interest.  The  following,  however,  may  be  worth  submitting  to 
his  consideration.  The  Cardinal  had  poetical,  as  well  as  political,  enemies. 
Skelton  and  Roy,  who  did  not  fail  to  gall  him  with  their  sharp  lampoons,  have 
shewn  us,  by  their  compositions  which  have  siu-vived,  that  they  were  no  despic- 
able assailants.  In  the  former's  "  Why  come  ye  not  to  Court  ?"  we  have  this  caustio 
passage : 


] 
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the  choicest  books,   bound  in   velvet  of  all  coIourSy  em- 
bossed with  gold  or  silver,  and  studded  even  with  pre- 


He  is  set  so  high 
In  his  hierarchy 
Of  frantic  frtnuy 
And  foolish  fkntasy. 
That  in  chamberof  stars 
All  matters  there  he  mars. 
Clapping  his  rod  on  the  hordt 
No  man  dare  speake  a  word  ; 
For  he  hath  all  the  saying 
Without  any  retuiying : 
He  rolleth  in  his  records 


He  saith:  "How  aaj  ya  my  lordal 

*'Is  not  my  reason  goodt" 

Qood  i— even  good— Robin-hood  I 

Borne  upon  every  side 

WitkTpomp aftdvfUh  prtdt,  ^Cc 

To  drink  and  for  to  eat 

Sweet  tfpocras,  and  sweet  matt. 

To  keep  his  fleJi  chaste 

In  Lentk  for  hia  repast 

He  eateth  capons  stew'd 

Pheasant  and  partldge  mewed. 


Wabton'sHM.  Bngl  Poetry,  vol.  11.,  845. 

Steevens  has  also  quoted  freely  from  this  poem  of  Skelton  ;  see  the  edittons  of 
Shakspeare,  1793,  and  1803,  in  the  play  of  ''King  Henry  VIU."  Skelton's 
satire  against  Wolsey  is  noticed  by  our  chronicler  Hall :  "  In  this  season,  the  car- 
dinal, by  his  power  l^gantine,  dissolved  the  convocation  at  Paul's,  called  by  the 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury ;  and  called  him  and  all  the  clergy  to  his  oonYooKkioii 
to  Westminster,  which  was  never  seen  before  in  England;  whereof  Master 
Skelton,  a  merry  poet,  wrote : 

Gentle  Paul  lay  down  thy  twtard 

For  Peter  of  Westminster  hath  shaven  thy  beard. 

CAronick,  p.  087,  edit  UOOl 

In  Mr.  G.  Ellis's  Specimens  qf  the  Early  Engluh  Poets,  vol.  ii.,  pp.  7,  8,  there  it 
a  curious  extract  from  the  same  poet's  "  Image  qf  Tpocryeye  " — relating  to  Sir 
Thomas  More — which  is  printed  for  the  first  time  from  "an  apparently  aoeurate 
transcript "  of  tho  original,  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Heber.  From  the  last  men* 
tioned  work  (vol.  ii.,  p.  11,  &c.),  there  is  rather  a  copious  account  of  a  yet  more 
formidable  poetical  attack  against  Wolsey,  in  the  **  Rede  me  aaul  be  moC  wroik" 
of  William  Roy  :  a  very  rare  and  precious  littlo  black-letter  volume,  which, 
although  it  has  been  twice  printed,  is  scarcely  ever  to  be  met  with,  and  was  un- 
known to  Warton.  It  will,  howovor,  moke  its  appearance  in  one  of  the  supple- 
mental volumes  of  Mr.  Park's  valuable  reprint  of  the  Harleian  MisceHak^. 
While  the  cardinal  was  thus  attacked,  in  the  biting  strains  of  poetry,  he  was 
doomed  to  experience  a  full  share  of  reprobation  in  the  writings  of  the  most 
popular  theologians.  William  Tyndale  stepped  forth  to  shew  his  seal  against 
papacy  in  his  '*  Practise  qf  Popisht  Prelates,'*  and  from  this  work,  as  it  is  incor- 
porated in  those  of  Tyndale,  Barnes,  and  Frith,  printed  by  Day  in  1572,  fol.,  the 
reader  is  presented  with  the  following  amusing  specimen  of  the  authoi^s  vein  of 
humour  and  indignation  :  "  And  as  I  heard  it  spoken  of  divora,  he  made,  by  cralt 
of  nee  romancy,  graven  imagery  to  bear  upon  him  ;  wherewith  he  bewitched  the 
king's  mind — and  made  the  king  to  doat  upon  him,  more  than  he  ever  did  on 
any  lady  or  gentlewonaan  :  so  that  now  the  king's  grace  followed  him,  as  he  be* 
fore  followed  the  king.  And  then  what  he  said,  that  was  wisdom ;  what  he 
praised,  that  was  honourable  only."  Practise  of  Popishe  Prelates,  p.  868.  At 
p.  369,  he  colls  him  "Porter  of  Heaven."  "There  he  made  a  journey  of  gen- 
tlemen, arrayed  altogether  in  silks,  so  much  as  their  very  shoes  and  lining  of 
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cioos  stones!  I  conceive  that  his  own  Prayer  Book 
most  have  been  gorgeous  in  the  extreme  !  Unhappy  man 
— a  pregnant  and  ever-striking  example  of  the  fickleness 
of  human  affairs^  and  of  the  instability  of  human  gran- 
deur !  When  we  think  of  thy  baubles  and  trappings — 
of  thy  goblets  of  gold,  and  companies  of  retainers — and 
turn  our  thoughts  to  Shakspeare's  shepherd,  as  de- 
scribed in  the  soliloquy  of  one  of  our  monarchs,  we  arc 


their  boots ;  more  like  their  mothers  than  men  of  war :  yea,  I  am  sare  that 
many  of  their  mothers  woald  have  been  ashamed  of  so  nice  and  wanton  array. 
Hoiwbeity  they  went  not  to  make  war,  but  peace,  for  ever  and  a  day  longer.  But 
to  q>eak  of  the  pompons  apparel  of  my  lord  himsolf,  and  of  his  chaplains,  it 
passeth  the  xij  Apostles.  I  dare  swear  that  if  Peter  and  Paul  had  seen  them 
■wldeiily,  and  at  ablu&h,  they  would  have  been  harder  in  belief  that  they,  or  any 
■oeh,  should  be  their  successors  than  Thomas  Didimus  was  to  believe  that  Christ 
was  risen  again  from  death."  Idtm,  p.  370, — "for  the  worship  of  his  hat  and 
glory  of  his  precious  shoes— when  he  was  pained  with  the  cholic  of  an  evil  con- 
•dence,  having  no  other  shift,  because  his  soul  could  find  no  other  issue,  —he 
took  himself  a  medicine,  ut  emiUeret  tpiritum  per  patleriora.**  Exposition  upon 
fho  first  Ep.  of  St.'  John,  p.  404.  Thomas  Lupset,  who  was  a  scholar  of  Dean 
Colet^  and  a  sort  of  etive  of  the  cardinal,  (being  appointed  tutor  to  a  bastard  sou 
of  the  latter)  could  not  suppress  his  sarcastical  feelings  in  respect  of  Wolsoy's 
pomp  and  severity  of  discipline.  From  Lupsef  s  works,  printed  by  Berthelet  in 
I2M,  12mo.,  I  gather,  in  his  address  to  his  "  hearty  beloved  Edmond  " — that 
<<  though  he  had  there  with  him  plenty  of  books,  yet  the  place  suffered  him  not 
to  spend  in  them  any  study :  for  you  shall  understand  (says  he)  that  I  lie  wait- 
ing on  my  Lord  Cardinal,  whose  hours  I  must  observe  to  be  always  at  hand, 
lest  I  should  be  called  when  I  am  not  by :  the  which  should  be  taken  for  a  fault 
of  great  negligence.  Wherefore,  that  I  am  now  well  satiated  with  the  beholding 
of  these  gay  hangings,  that  garnish  here  every  wall,  I  will  turn  me  and  talk  with 
you."  {Exkortacicn  to  yonge  men,  fol.  39,  rev.)  Dr.  Wordsworth,  in  the  first 
volume  of  his  Seelencutictd  Biography,  has  printed,  for  the  first  time,  the  genuine 
text  of  Cavendish's  interesting  life  of  his  reverend  master,  Wolsey.  It  is  well 
worth  perusaL  But  the  reader,  I  fear,  is  beginning  to  be  outrageous  (having  kept 
bia  patience,  during  this  long-winded  note,  to  the  present  moment)  for  some 
hMiomewiacal  evidence  of  Wolsey's  attachment  to  gorgeous  books.  He  is  pre- 
sented, therefore,  with  the  following  case  in  point.  My  friend  Mr.  Ellis,  of  tho 
British  Museum,  informs  me  that,  in  the  splendid  library  of  that  establishment, 
then  are  two  copies  of  Galen's  "  Methodw  Medendi,**  edited  by  Linacre,  and 
printed  at  Paris,  in  folio,  1519.  One  copy,  which  belonged  to  Henry  the  Eighth, 
has  an  illuminated  title,  with  the  royal  arms  at  the  bottom  of  the  title-page.  The 
other,  which  is  also  illuminated,  has  the  cardinal's  cap  in  the  same  place,  above 
an  empty  shield.  Before  the  dedication  to  the  king,  in  the  latter  copy,  Linacre 
has  Inserted  an  elegant  Latin  epistle  to  Wolsey,  in  manuscript.  Tho  king's 
copy  is  rather  the  more  beautiful  of  the  two  :  but  the  unifjM  appendage  of  the 
Latin  epistle  shews  that  the  editor  considered  the  cardinal  a  more  distinguished 
btbliomauiac  than  the  monarch. 

Q  2 
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fully  disposed  to  admit  the  force  of  such  truths  as  have 
been  familiar  to  us  from  boyhood^  and  which   tell  us  that ' 
those  shoulders  feel  the  most  burdened  upon  which  the 
greatest  load  of  responsibility  rests.     Peace  to  the  once 
proud,  and  latterly  repentant,  spirit  of  Wolsey  ! 

We  have  now  reached  the  Reformation  ;  upon  which, 
as  Burnet,  Collier,  and  Strjrpe,  have  written  huge  folio 
volumes,  it  shall  be  my  object  to  speak  sparingly:  and 
chiefly  as  it  concerns  the  history  of  the  Bibliomania. 
A  word  or  two,  however,  about  its  origin,  spirit,  and 
tendency. 

It  seems  to  have  been  at  first  very  equivocal,  with 
Henry  the  Eighth,  whether  he  would  take  any  decisive 
measures  in  the  affair,  or  not.  He  hesitated,  resolved, 
and  hesitated  again.  ^  The  creature  of  caprice  and 
tyranny,  •  he  had  neither  fixed  principles,  nor  settled 
data,  upon  which  to  act.  If  he  had  listened  to  the  tem- 
perate advice  of  Cromwell  or  CRANMER,t  he  would 

*  "  The  king  seemed  to  think  that  his  subjects  owed  an  entire  resignation  of 
their  reasons  and  consciences  to  him ;  and,  as  he  was  highly  offended  with  thoae 
who  still  adhered  to  the  papal  authority,  so  he  could  not  bear  the  haste  that  some 
were  making  to  a  further  reformation^  before  or  beyond  his  allowanoe.  So,  in  the 
end  of  the  year  15S8,  he  set  out  a  proclamation,  in  which  he  prohibits  the  im- 
porting of  all  foreign  books,  or  the  printing  of  any  at  home  without  license  ;  and 
the  printing  of  any  parts  of  the  scripture,  'till  tlioy  were  examined  by  the  king 
and  his  council,"  &c.  *'  He  requires  that  none  may  argue  against  the  presence 
of  Christ  in  the  Sacrament,  under  the  pain  of  death,  and  of  the  loss  of  their 
goods ;  anil  orders  all  to  be  punished  who  did  disuse  any  rites  or  ceremonies  not 
then  abolished ;  yet  ho  orders  them  only  to  bo  observed  without  superstition,  only 
as  remembrances,  and  not  to  repose  in  them  a  trust  of  salvation." — Burnet's  Hist. 
of  the  Rt^formation,  But  long  before  this  obscure  and  arbitrary  act  was  passed, 
Henry's  mind  had  been  a  little  shaken  against  papacy  from  a  singular  work,  pub- 
lished by  one  Fish,  called  "  The.  Snpplicacion  of  Beggcrs.**  Upon  this  book  being 
read  through  in  the  presence  of  Henry,  the  latter  ol)servod,  shrewdly  enough,  "  If 
a  man  should  pull  down  an  old  stone  wall,  and  begin  at  the  lower  part,  the  upper 
part  thereof  might  chance  to  fall  upon  his  head."  "  And  then  he  took  the  book, 
and  put  it  into  his  desk,  and  commanded  them,  upon  their  allegiance,  that  they 
should  not  tell  to  any  man  that  he  hod  seen  this  book."  Fox's  Book  of  Marty rs ; 
▼ol.  ii.,  p.  280  :  edit.  1641.  Sir  Thomas  More  answered  this  work  (which  de- 
picted, in  frightful  colours,  the  rapacity  of  the  Roman  Catholic  clergy),  in  1529  ; 
see  my  edition  of  the  hitter's  Utopia ;  vol.  i.,  xciii. 

+  "  These  wore  some  of  the  resolute  stops  King  Henry  made  towards  the  ob- 
taining again  this  long  struggled  for,  and  almost  lost,   right  and  prerogative  of 
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have  attained  his  darling  object  by  less  decisive,  but 
certainly  by  more  justifiable,  means.  *  Those  able  and 
respectable  counsellors  saw  clearly  that  violent  mea- 
sures would  produce  violent  results ;  and  that  a  question 
of  law,  of  no  mean  magnitude,  was  involved  in  the  very 
outset  of  the  transaction — ^for  there  seemed,  on  the  one 
side,  no  right  to  possess ;  and,  on  the  other,  no  right  to 
render  possession.^ 

Latimer,  more  hasty  and  enthusiastic  than  his*  episco- 
pal brethren,  set  all  the  engines  of  his  active  mind  to  work, 
as  if  to  carry  the  point  by  a  coup  de  main  ;  and  although 
bis  resolution  was,  perhaps,  upon  more  than  one  occa- 

kisgSy  in  their  own  dominioDB,  of  being  supreme,  against  the  encroachments  of 
the  bishops  of  Rome.  Secretary  Cbomwbl  had  the  great  stroke  in  all  this.  All 
these  connsels  and  methods  were  strack  out  of  his  head.**  Strype's  Eoeletiattieal 
Mtmoriah ;  Yol.  L,  p.  205.  When  great  murmurs  ensued,  on  the  suppression  of 
the  monasteries,  because  of  the  cessation  of  hospitality  exercised  in  them, 
'' Cromwell  advised  the  king  to  sell  their  lands,  at  very  easie  rates,  to  the  gen- 
try in  the  sereral  counties,  obliging  them,  since'  they  had  them  upon  such  terms, 
to  keep  up  the  wonted  hospitality.  This  drew  in  the  gentry  apace,'*  &c.  Bumot*s 
Eist.  of  the  Rtjormation  ;  vol.  i.,  p.  223.  "ARCHBISHOP  Cranmer  is  said  to 
have  counselled  and  pressed  the  king  to  dissolve  the  monasteries  ;  but  for  other 
ends  (than  those  of  personal  enmity  against  '  the  monks  or  friars' — or  of  en- 
ridiing  himself  *  with  the  spoils'  of  the  same) ;  vis.  that,  out  of  the  revenues  of 
these  monasteries,  the  king  might  found  mxfte  bishoprics ;  and  that  dioceses, 
being  reduced  into  less  compass,  the  diocesans  might  the  better  dischai^  their 

office,   according  to  the  scripture  and  primitive  rules. And  the  archbishop 

hoped  that,  from  these  ruins,  there  would  be  new  foundations  in  every  cathedral 
erected,  to  be  nurseries  of  learning  for  the  use  of  the  whole  diocese."  Strype*8 
L}ft  qfArMithop  Crantnerf  p.  35. 

*  "  A  very  rational  doubt  yet  remained,  how  religious  persons  could  alienato 
and  transfer  to  the  king  a  property,  of  which  they  themselves  were  only  tenants 
for  life  :  and  an  act  of  parliament  was  framed  in  order  to  remove  all  future 
scruples  on  this  head,  and  '  settle  rapine  and  sacrilege,'  as  Lord  Herbert  terms 

them,  'on  the  king  aod  his  heirs  for  ever.' It  does  not  appoar  to  have  been 

debated,  in  either  house,  whether  they  had  a  power  to  dispossess  some  hundred 
thousand  persons  of  their  dwellings  and  fortunes,  whom,  a  few  years  before,  they 
bad  declared  to  be  good  subjects  :  if  such  as  live  well  come  under  that  denomi- 
nation."— "  Now,"  says  Sir  Edward  Coke,  "  observe  the  conclusion  of  this  tragedy. 
In  that  very  parliament,  when  the  great  and  opulent  priory  of  St  John  of  Jeru- 
salem was  g^ven  to  the  king,  and  which  was  the  last  monastery  seized  on,  he 
demanded  a  fresh  subsidy  of  the  clergy  and  laity:  he  did  the  same  again 
within  two  years ;  and  again  three  years  after ;  and  since  the  dissolution  exacted 
great  loans,  and  against  law  obtained  them." — Life  of  Ref/incUd  Pole ;  vol.  i., 
p.  247—9  :  ooit  1767,  8vo.    Coke's  4th  IntlUiiU,  fol.  44. 
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sion,  shaken  by  the  sufferings  of  the  innocent,  yet,  by 
his  example,  and  particularly  by  his  sermons,*  he  tried 

*  "  It  was  once  moved  by  Lattmeb,  the  good  biRhop  of  Worcester,  tbat  two 
or  three  of  these  foundations  might  be  spared  in  each  diocese,  for  the  sake  of  hos- 
pitality.   Which  gave  the  foresaid  bishop  oooasion  to  move  the  Lord  CrumweU 
once  in  the  behalf  of  the  Priory  of  Malvern,"    Strype's  EocUsuutical  MemoriaU, 
vol.  i.,  259.    Latimer's  letter  is  here  printed ;    and  an  interesting  one  it  is. 
Speaking  of  the  prior,  he  telbi  Cromwell  that  "  The  man  is  old,  a  good  honao. 
keeper,   feedeth  many ;  and  that,  daily.    For  the  country  is  poor,  and  full  of 
penury.*'    But  the  hospitality  and  infirmities  of  this  poor  prior  were  less  likely 
to  operate  graciously  upon  the  rapacious  mind  of  Henry  than  "the  600  nuuics 
to  the  king,  and  200  marks  more  to  the  said  Lord  CrumweU,"  which  he  tendered 
at  the  same  time.    See  Strype,  ibid.    For  the  credit  of  Latimer,  I  hope  this 
worthy  prior  was  not  at  the  head  of  the  priory  when  the  former  preached  before 
the  king,  and  thus  observed :  "  To  let  pass  the  toUmpn^  and  nocturnal  baccha- 
nals, the  prescript  miracles,  that  are  done  upon  certain  days  in  the  Weet  part  'of 
England,  who  hath  not  heard  ?  I  think  ye  have  heard  of  Saint  Bletis^s  heart,  whioh 
is  at  Malvern,  and  of  Saint  Algar's  bones,  how  long  they  deluded  the  people  f* 
See  Latimer's  Sermons :  edit.  1562,  4to.:  fol.  12,  rect.    In  these  Sermons^  as  is 
justly  said  'above,  there  are  many  cutting  philippics — especially  against  '*  in- 
preaching  prelates ;"  some  of  whom  Latimer  doth  not  scruple  to  call  "  minters — 
dancers-r-crouchers — pamperers  of  their  paunches,  like  a  monk  that  maketh  his 
jubilee— mounchers  in  their  mapgers,  and  moilers  in  their  gay  manors  and  man- 
sions :"  see  fol.  17,  rect.    Nevertheless,  there  are  few  productions  which  give  xu 
ao  lively  and  interesting  a  picture  of  the  manners  of  the  age  as  the  sbbmoxb  OV 
Latimeb  ;  which  were  spoilt  in  an  **  editio  cattrata**  that   appeared  in  the  year 
1788,  8vo.      But  Latimer  was  not  the  only  popular  preacher  who  directed  his 
anathemas  against  the  Roman  Catholic  clergy.  *  The  well  known  John  Fox  en- 
tered into  the  cause  of  the  reformation  with  a  zeal  and  suocess  of  which  those 
who  have  slightly  perused  his  compositions  can  have  but  a  very  inadequate  idea. 
The  following  curious  (and  I  may  add  very  interesting)  specimen  of  Fox's  pulpit 
eloquence  is  token  from  **A  Sermon  of  ChrUt  crueifiedf  preached  at  Paul€*s  Crosae, 
the  Friday  before  Easter,  commonly  called  Oood  Fridaie  :**"-"  Lei  me  tell  you  a 
story,  which  J  remember  was.  done  about  the  beginning  of  Queen  Mary's  reign« 
anno  1554.    There  was  a  certain  message  sent,  not  from  heaven,  but  from  Rome  : 
not  from  Gk>d,  but  from  the  pope  :  not  by  any  apostle,  but  by  a  certain  cardinal, 
who  was  called  Cardinal  Poole,  Legatus  a  latere,  Legatus  natus,  a  legate  from 
the  pope's  own  white  side,  sent  hither  into  England.    This  cardinal  legate,  first 
coming  to  Dover,  was  honourably  received  and  brought  to  Greenwich :  where  he 
again,  being  more  honourably  received  by  lords  of  high  estate,  and  of  the  Privy 
Council  (of  whom   some  are  yet   alive)  was  conducted  thence  to  the  privy 
stairs  of  the  queen's  court  at  Westminster,  no  less  person  than  King  Philip  him-    . 
self  waiting  upon  him,  and  receiving  him ;  and  so  was  brought  to  the  queen's 
great  chamber,  she  then  being,  or  else  protending,  not  to*  be  well  at  ease.  Stephen 
Gardiner,  the  bishop  of  Winchester,  and  Lord  Chancellor  of  England,  rooeiving 
this  noble  legate  in  the  king  and  the  queen's  behalf,  to  commend  and  set  forth 
the  authority  of  this  legate,  the  greatness  of  his  message,  and  the  supreme  majesty 
of  the  sender,  before  the  public  audience  of  the  whole  parliament  at  that  time 
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to  exasperate  every  Protestant  bosoln  against  the  occu- 
piers of  monasteries  and  convents. 

With  Henry,  himself,  the  question  of  spiritual  su- 
premacy was  soon  changed,  or  merged  (as  the  lawyers 
call  it)  into  the  exclusive  consideration  of  adding  to  his 
wealth.  The  Visitors  who  had  been  deputed '  to  inspect 
the  abbies,  and  to  draw  up  reports  of  the  same  (some  of 
whom,  by  the  bye,  conducted  themselves  with  sufficient 
baseness*),  did  not   fail  to  inflame  his  feelings  by  the 


lUad,  there  openly  protested,  with  great  solemnity  of  words,  what  a  mighty 
S  and  of  what  great  inportanoe  was  then  brought  into  the  realm,  oven  the 
greatert  meesage  (said  he)  that  ever  came  into  England,  and  therefore  desired  them 
to  giro  attentire  and  inclinable  ears  to  such  a  famous  legation,  sent  from  so  high 
anthority."  "  Well,and  what  message  was  this  ?  forsooth,  that  the  realm  of  England 
alionld  be  reconciled  again  unto  their  father  the  pope  ;  that  is  to  say,  that  the  queen, 
with  all  her  nobility  and  sage  councih,  with  so  many  learned  prelates,  discreet 
lawyers,  worthy  commons,  and  the  whole  body  of  the  realm  of  England,  should 
eaptiTe  themselres,  and  become  underlings  to  an  Italian  stranger,  and  friarly 
priest,  sitting  in  Rome,  which  never  knew  England,  never  was  here,  never  did, 
or  shall  do^  England  good.  And  this  forsooth  (said  Gardiner)  was  the  greatest 
ambassage,  the  weightiest  legacy  that  ever  came  to  England :  forgetting  belike 
either  this  message  of  Ood,  sent  here  by  his  apostles  unto  vs,  or  else  because  he 
■aw  it  made  not  so  much  for  his  purpose  as  did  the  other,  he  made  the  less 
aeoonnt thereof."    "Well,  then,  and  will  we  see  what  a  weighty  message  this 

that  Gardiner  so  exquisitely  commended  ?  first,  the  sender  is  gone,  the 
ii  gone,  the  queen  is  gone,  and  the  message  gone,  and  yet  England 
stondeth  not  a  rush  the  better.  Of  which  message  I  thus  say,  answering  again 
to  Gardiner,  p«r  itivertionem  Rhetoricam,  that,  as  he  sayeth,  it  was  the  greatest— 
so  I  say  again,  it  was  the  lightest — legacy  ;  the  most  ridiculous  trifle,  and  most 
miserablest  message,  of  all  other  that  ever  came,  or  ever  shall  come,  to  England, 
none  excepted,  for  us  to  be  reconciled  to  an  outlandish  priest,  and  to  submit  our 
necks  under  a  foreign  yoke.  What  have  we  to  do  more  with  him  than  with  the  great 
Galypha  of  Damascus  ?  If  reconciliation  ought  to  follow,  where  offences  have 
risen,  the  pope  hath  offended  us  more  than  his  coffers  are  able  to  make  us 
amends.  We  never  offended  him.  But  let  the  pope,  with  his  reconciliation  and 
legates,  go,  as  they  are  already  gone  (God  be  thanked) :  and  I  beseech  God  so 
they  may  be  gone,  that  they  never  come  here  again.  England  never  fared  better 
than  when  the  pope  did  most  curBC  it.  And  yet  I  hear  whispering  of  certain 
privy  reconcilers,  sent  of  late  by  the  pope,  which  secretly  creep  in  comers.  But 
this  I  leave  to  them  that  have  to  do  with  all.  Let  us  again  return  to  our 
miAlter." —Imprinted  by  Jkon  Dau,  &&,  1575,  8vo.,  sign,  A.  vii.— B.  i. 

*  Among  the  visitors  appointed  to  carry  into  execution  the  examination  of  the 
monasteries,  was  a  Dr.  London ;  who  "  was  afterwards  not  only  a  persecutor 
of  Protestants,  but  a  suborner  of  false  witnesses  against  them,  and  was  now 
xealouB  oven  to  officiousness  in  suppressing  the  monasteries.  lie  also  studied 
to  frighten  the  abbess  of  Godstow  into  a  resignation.     She  was  particularly  in 


\ 
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tempting  pictures  which  they  drew  of  the  riches  apper- 
taining to  these .  establishments.^  Another  topic  was 
also  strongly  urged  upon  Henry's  susceptible  mind  :  the 
alleged  abandoned  lives  of  the  owners  of  them.  These 
were  painted   with  a   no  less  overcharged   pencil :  t   so 


Cromweirs  favour:"  &c.  Burnet:  Uist.  of  the  Reformation,  vol.  Hi.,  p.  182. 
Among  Burnet's  "Collection  of  Records,"  is  the  letter  of  this  said  abbess,  in 
which  she  tells  Cromwell  that  "  Doctor  London  was  suddenly  ewmmtfd  unto  her, 
with  a  great  rout  with  him ;  and  there  did  threaten  her  and  her  sisters,  saying 
that  he  had  the  king's  commission  to  suppress  the  house,  spite  of  her  teeth.  And 
when  he  saw  that  she  was  content  that  he  should  do  all  things  according  to  his 
commission,  and  showed  him  plain  that  she  would  never  surrender  to  his  hand, 
being  her  ancient  enemy — then  ho  began  to  entreat  her  and  to  inveigle  her 
sisters,  one  by  one,  otherwise  than  ever  she  heard  tell  that  any  of  the  king's 
subjects  had  been  handel'd ;"  vol.  iii.,  p.  130.  "  Collection."  It  is  not  very 
improbable  that  this  treatment  of  Godstow  nunnery  formed  a  specimen  of  many 
similar  visitations.  As  to  London  himself,  be  ended  his  dajrs  in  the  Fleet,  after 
he  had  been  adjudged  to  ride  with  his  face  to  tho  hone's  tail,  at  Windsor  and 
Oakingham.  Fox  in  his  Book  of  Marlyn,  has  given  us  a  print  of  this  transac- 
tion ;  sufficiently  amusing.  Dod,  in  his  Church  History^  vol.  i.,  p.  220,  has  of 
course  not  spared  Dr.  London.  But  see,  in  particular,  Fuller's  shrewd  remarks 
upon  the  character  of  the§e  visitors,  or  "  emissaries ;"  Church  History,  b.  vi, 
pp.  813,  814. 

*  "The  yearly  revenue  of  all  the  abbies  suppressed  is  computed  at 
£135,522/.  18«.  lOd.  Beaidos  this,  the  money  raised  out  of  the  stock  of  cattle 
and  com,  out  of  the  timljer,  load,  and  bolls;  out  of  the  furniture,  plate,  and 
church  ornaments,  amounted  to  a  vast  sum,  as  may  bo  collected  from  what 
was  brought  off  from  the  monastery  of  St.  Edmonsbury.  Hence,  as  appoars 
from  records,  5000  marks  of  gold  and  silver,  besides  several  jewels  of  great  value, 
were  seized  by  the  visitors."  Collier's  Eccl^sioitical  History f  vol.  ii.,  165.  See 
also  Burnet's  «imilar  work,  vol.  i.,  p.  223.  Collier  specifies  the  valuation  of 
certain  monasteries,  which  were  sufficiently  wealthy  ;  but  he  has  not  noticed  that 
of  St.  Swithin's  in  Winchester— of  which  Strype  has  given  so  minute  and  in- 
teresting an  inventory.  A  lover  of  old  coins  and  relics  may  feed  his  imagination 
with  a  gorgeous  picture  of  what  might  have  been  the  "  massive  silver  and  golden 
crosses  and  shrines  garnished  with  stones  '* — but  a  tender-hearted  bibliomaniac 
will  shod  tears  of  agony   on  thinking  of  tho  fate  of  "  a  book   of  the  four 

EVANGELISTS,     WIIITTKN    AL    WITH    GOLD ;     AND    THE    UTTER    SIDE    OF    PLATE  OF 
GOLD  !"    Life  of  Cinnmer,  Ajtpendix,  pp.  24 — 28. 

f  The  amiable  and  candid  Strype  has  polluted  tho  pages  of  his  valuable 
Ecclesiastical  Memorials  with  an  account  of  such  horrid  practices,  supposed  to 
have  been  carried  on  in  monasteries,  as  must  startle  the  most  credulous  Anti- 
Papist  ;  and  which  almost  loads  us  to  conclude  that  a  leg  ion  ofJUruis  must  have 
been  let  loose  upon  those  **  Friar  Rushes !  '*  Tho  author  tolls  us  that  he  takes 
his  account  from  authontic  documents— but  these  documents  tiu'n  out  to  be  the 
letters  of  the  visitors ;  and  of  the  character  of  one  of  these  tho  reader  has  just 
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that  nothing  now  seemed  wanting  but  to  set  fire  to 
the  train  of  combustion  which  had  been  thus  systema- 
tically laid. 

A  pause  perhaps  of  one  moment  might  have  ensued. 
A  consideration  of  what  had  been  done,  in  these  monas- 
teries, for  the  preservation  of  the  literature  of  piast  ages, 
and  for  the  cultivation  of  elegant  and  peaceful  pursuits, 
might,  like  "the  still  small  voice"  of  conscience,  have 
suspended,  for  a  second,  the  final  sentence  of  confisca- 
tion. The  hospitality  for  which  the  owners  of  these 
places  had  been,  and  were  then,  eminently  distinguished ; 
but  more  especially  the  yet  higher  consideration  of  their 
property  having  been  left  with  them  only  as  a  sacred 
.  pledge  to .  be  handed  down,  unimpaired,  to  their  suc- 
cessors;— these  things,*   one   would  think,  might  have 

had  a  sufficiont  proof.  Those  whoJiave  the  work  here  referred  to,  vol.  i. ,  p.  256-7, 
may  think,  with  the  author  of  it,  tliat  "this  specimen  is  enough  and  too  much." 
What  is  a  little  to  be  marvelled  at,  Strype  suffers  his  prejudices  against  the  con- 
duct of  the  monks  to  be  heightened  by  a  letter  from  one  of  the  name  of  Beerly, 
at  Pershore ;  who,  in  order  that  he  might  escape  the  general  wreck,  turned  tail 
upon  his  brethren,  and  vilifiod  them  as  liberally  as  their  professed  enemies  had 
done.  Now,  to  say  the  least,  this  was  not  obtaining,  what  Chief  Baron  Gilbert, 
in  his  famous  Law  of  Evidence,  has  laid  it  down  as  necessary  to  be  obtained — 
"the  best  possible  evidence  that  the  nature  of  the  case  will  admit  of.'*  It  is 
worth  remarking  that  Fuller  has  incorporated  a  particular  account  of  the  names 
of  the  abbots  and  ef  the  carnal  enormities  of  which  they  are  supposed  to  have 
been  guilty ;  but  he  adds  tliat  he  took  it  from  the  8d  edition  of  Speed's  Hitl,  of 
Oreat  BrUain,  and  (what  is  worth  special  notice)  that  it  was  not  to  be  found  in 
the  prior  ones  :  **  being  a  posthumo  addition  after  the  author's  death,  attested 
in  the  margine  with  the  authority  of  Henry  Steven  his  Apologie  for  Herodotut, 
who  took  the  same  out  of  an  English  book,  containing  the  ViUtuts  ditcovertd  at 
the  Visitatum  of  Monasteries,**    Ckurch  History,  b.  vi.,  pp.  316, 817> 

*  There  are  two  points,  concerning  th^  subversion  of  monasteries,  upon  which 
all  sensible  Roman  Catholics  make  a  rest,  and  upon  which  they  naturally  indulge 
a  too  well-founded  grief.  •  The  dispersion  of  books  or  interruption  of  study  ; 
and  the  breaking  up  of  ancient  hospitality.  Let  us  hear  Collier  upon  the 
subject:  ''The  advantages  accruing  to  the  public  from  these  religious  houses 
were  considerable,  upon  several  accounts.  To  mention  some  of  them  :  The 
temporal  nobility  and  gentry  had  a  creditable  way  of  providing  for  their  younger 
children.  Those  who  were  disposed  to  withdraw  from  the  world,  or  not  likely 
^o  make  their  fortunes  in  it,  had  a  handsome  retreat  to  the  cloister.  Here  they 
were  furnished  with  conveniences  for  life  and  study,  with  opportunities  for 
thought  and  recollection  ;  and,  over  and  above,  passed  their  time  in  a  condition 
not  unbecoming  their  quality." — "The  abbies  were  very  serviceable  places  for 
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infiised  some  little  mercy  and  moderation  into  Henry's 
decrees! 

the  edacation  of  yoang  people  :  erery  oonYent  had  one  penon  or  more  aasigDed 
for  this  busmess.  Thus  the  children  of  the  neighbourhood  were  taught  grammar 
and  music  without  any  charge  to  their  parents.  And,  in  the  nunneries,  those  of 
the  other  sex  learned  to  work  and  read  English,  with  some  adranoes  into 
Latin/*  &c. — "  Farther,  it  is  to  the  abbies  we  are  obliged  for  most  of  oar 
historians,  both  of  church  and  state :  these  plaoes  of  retirement  had  both  most 
learning  and  leisure  for  such  undertakings :  neither  did  they  want  information 
for  such  employment,"  EeeUsiasticcU  Hittary,  vol.  ii.,  165.  A  host  of  Protestant 
authors,  with  Lord  Herbert  at  the  head  of  them,  might  be  brought  forward  lo 
corroborate  these  sensible  remarks  of  Collier.  The  hospitality  of  the  monastao 
life  has  been  on  all  sides  admitted ;  and,  aooording  to  Lord  Coke,  one  of  the 
articles  of  impeachment  against  Cardinal  Wolsey  was  that  he  had  eansed  "  tfais 
hospitality  and  relief  to  grow  into  decay  and  disuse ;"  which  was  "  a  great  oaoae 
that  there  were  so  many  vagabonds,  beggars,  and  thieves ;" — Fourth  liutiMt ; 
p.  91,  edit.  1669.  So  that  the  author  of  an  ancient,  and  now  rarely  perused 
work  had  just  reason,  in  describing  the  friars  of  his  time  as  "  living  in  oommoa 
upon  the  goods  of  a  monastery,  either  gotten  by  common  labour,  or  else  upon 
lands  and  possessions  where  withtbe  monastery  was  endowed."  Pffpe  or  IVmns 
of  iM  Lyft  of  Perfection  ;  foL  olxxii.,  rev.  |^582,  4to.  And  yet^  shoold  the 
active  bibliomaniac  be  disposed  to  peruse  this  work,  after  purchasing  Mr.  Trip- 
hook's  elegant  copy  of  the  same,  he  might  probably  not  think  very  highly  of 
the  author's  good  sense,  when  he  found  him  gravely  telling  us  that  "the appetite 
of  clean,  sweet,  and  fair,  or  fine  doaths,  and  oft-washing  and  curious  fyhfng  of 
the  body,  is  an  enemy  of  chastity,  "/o^  ccxxix.  rect  The  devaotatioh  OV 
BOOKS  was,  I  fear,  sufficiently  frightful  to  warrant  the  following  writers  in  thdr 
respective  conxslusions.  *'  A  judicious  author  (says  Ashmole)  speaking  of  the 
dissolution  of  our  monasteries,  saith  thus  :  Many  manuscripts,  guilty  of  no  other 
superstition  then  (having)  red  Utters  in  the  front,  were  condemned  to  the  fire : 
and  here  a  principal  key  of  antiquity  was  lost,  to  the  great  prejudice  of  posterity. 
Indeed  (such  was  learning's  misfortune,  at  that  great  devastation  of  our  Englidi 
libraries,  that)  where  a  red  letter  or  a  mathematical  diagram  appeared,  they 
were  sufficient  to  entitle  the  book  to  be  popish  or  diabolical."  Theatrum 
Cfiemicum ;  prolegom.  A.  2.  rev.  '*  The  avarice  of  the  late  intruders  wae  so 
mean,  and  their  ignorance  so  undistinguishing,  that,  when  the  books  happened  to 
have  cosTLT  covers,  they  tore  them  off,  and  threw  away  the  works,  or  tamed 
them  to  the  vilest  puriK)8e8."  Life  of  Reginald  Pole ;  vol.  i.,  p.  253-4^  edit. 
1767,  8vo.  The  author  of  this  last  quotation  then  slightly  notices  what  Bale 
has  said  upon  these  book-devastations  ;  and  which  I  here  subjoin  at  full  length ; 
from  my  first  edition  of  this  work  : — "Never  (says  Bale)  had  we  been  offended 
for  the  loss  of  our  libraries,  being  so  many  in  number,  and  in  so  desolate 
places  for  the  more  part,  if  the  chief  monuments  and  most  notable  works  of  our 
excellent  writers  had  been  preserved.  If  there  hod  been,  in  every  shire  of  England, 
but  one  solempme  library,  to  the  preservation  of  those  noble  works,  and  pre- 
ferment of  good  learning  in  our  posterity,  it  had  been  yet  soinewhat.  But  to 
destroy  all,  without  consideration,  is,  and  will  be,  unto  England,  for  ever,  a  most 
horrible  infamy  among  the  grave  seniors  of  other  nations.    A  great  number  of 
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Phil,  But  what  can  be  said  in  defence  of  the  disso- 
lute lives  of  the  monks  ? 

Lysand.  Dissoluteness  shall  never  be  defended  by 
me,  let  it  be  shewn  by  whom  it  may;  and  therefore  I 
will  not  take  the  part,  on  this  head,  of  the  tenants  of 
old  monasteries.  But,  Philemon,  consider  with  what 
grace  could  this  charge  come  from  him  who  had  ^^shed 
'  innocent  blood,"  to  gpratify  his  horrid  lusts  ? 

Lis.  Yet,  tell  me,  did  not  the  dissolution  of  these 
libraries  in  some  respects  equally  answer  the  ends  of 
literature,  by  causing  the  books  to  come  into  other 
hands? 

Lysand.  No  doubt,  a  few  studious  men  reaped  the 
benefit  of  this  dispersion,  by  getting  possession  of  many 
curious  volumes  with  which,  otherwise,  they  might  never 
have  been  acquainted.  If  my  memory  be  not  treacherous, 
the  celebrated  grammarian  Robbrt  Wakbpibld*  was 
sin^arly  lucky  in  this  way.  It  is  time,  however,  to 
check  my  rambling  ideas.  A  few  more  words  only,  aud 
we  cease  to  sermonize  upon  the  Reformation. 

Phil.    There  is  no   occasion  to  be  extremely  laconic. 

them,  which  purchased  those  superstitious  mansions,  reserved  of  those  library- 
books  some  to  serve  the  jokes,  some  to  scour  their  candlesticks,  and  some  to  rub 
their  boots  :  some  they  sold  to  the  grocers  and  soap  sellers  ;  some  they  sent  over 
sea  to  the  book-binders,  not  in  small  number,  but  at  times  whole  ships  full,  to  the 
wondering  of  the  foreign  nations.  Yea,  the  Universities  of  the  realm  are  not  all 
clear  of  this  detestable  fact.  But  cursed  is  that  belly  which  seeketh  to  be  fed 
with  such  ungodly  gains,  and  shameth  his  natural  country.  I  know  a  merchant 
man,  which  shall  at  this  time  be  nameless,  that  bought  the  conUtUt  qf  two  noble 
libraries  for  forty  shilUi^gs  price  ;  a  shame  it  is  to  be  spoken  !  This  stuff  hath 
he  occupied  in  the  stead  of  grey  paper,  by  the  space  of  more  than  ten  years,  and 
yet  he  hath  store  enough  for  as  many  years  to  come!"  Preface  to  Ldands 
Laboryouse  Jowney,  &o.,  1549,  8vo.     Reprint  of  1772  ;  sign.  C. 

*  "This  Robert  Wakefield  was  the  prime  linguist  of  his  time,  having 
obtained  beyond  the  seas  the  Greek,  Hebrew,  Chaldaic,  and  Syriao  tongues.  lu 
one  thing  he  is  to  be  commended,  and  that  is  this,  that  he  carefully  preserved 
divers  books  of  Greek  and  Hebrew  at  the  dissolution  of  religious  houses,  and 
especially  some  of  those  in  the  library  of  Ramsey  abbey,  composed  by  Laurence 
Holbecke,  monk  of  that  place,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  IV.  He  died  at  London 
8th  October,  1537,  leaving  behind  him  the  name  of  Polypus,  as  Leland  is  pleased 
to  stylo  him,  noting  that  he  was  of  a  witty  aud  crafty  behaviour."  Wood's 
7/wt.  of  Colleges  and  JIalh,  p.  429,  Gulch's  edit 
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The  evening  has  hardly  yet  given  way  to  night.  The 
horizon,  1  dare  say,  yet  faintly  glows  with  the  setting- 
sun-beams.    But  proceed  as  you  will. 

Lysand.  The  commotions  which  ensued  from  the 
arbitrary  measures  of  Henry  were  great  ;^  but  such  as 
were  naturally  to  be  expected.  At  length  Henry  died, 
and  a  young  and  amiable  prince  reigned  for  a  few 
months.  Mary  next  ascended  the  throne ;  and  the  storm 
took  an  opposite  direction.  Then  an  attempt  was  made 
to  restore  chalices,  crucifixes,  and  missals.  But  the 
short  period  of  her  sovereignty  making  way  for  the  long 
and  Illustrious  one  of  her  sister  Elizabeth,  the  Cecils 
and  Wsdsinghamsf  united  their  great  talents  with  the 

*  Faller  has  devoted  one  sentence  only,  and  that  not  writien  with  hit  usual 
force,  to  the  havoc  and  consternation  which  ensued  on  the  devastation  of  the 
monasteries.  CA.  Hist.,  b.  vi.,  p.  814.  Bumei  is  a  little  more  moTing :  Hist,  of 
the  HeftfrnuUion ;  vol.  i.,  p.  223.  But,  from  the  foregoing  premises,  the  reader 
may  probably  be  disposed  to  admit  the  conclusion  of  a  virulent  Roman  Calholie  - 
vmter,  eren  in  its  fullest  extent :  namely,  that  there  were  "  subrerted  monasteries^ 
overthrown  abbies,  broken  churches,  torn  castles,  rent  towers,  overturned  walk  of 
towns  and  fortresses,  with  the  confused  heaps  of  all  ruined  monuments."  TmUim 
qf  TrecuoM,  1572, 8vo.,/o^  148,  rev, 

f  There  are  few  bibliographers  at  all  versed  in  English  literature  and  hia^arj, 
who  have  not  heard,  by  some  side  wind  or  other,  of  the  last  mentioned  work; 
concerning  which  Herbert  is  somewhat  interesting  in  his  notes :  Typogn^[>kioai 
Antiquities,  toI.  iii.,  p.  1630.  The  reader  is  here  presented  with  a  oopious 
extract  from  this  curious  and  scarce  book — not  for  the  sake  of  adding  to  theae 
ponderous  notes  relating  to  the  Reformation— (a  subject,  upon  which,  from  a 
professional  feeling,  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  say  something  !) — ^but  for  the  sake 
of  showing  how  dexterously  the  most  important  events  and  palpable  truths  maj 
be  described  and  perverted  by  an  aitful  and  headstrong  disputant.  The  werk 
was  written  expressly  to  defame  Elizabeth,  Cecil,  and  Bacon,  and  to  intro- 
duce the  Romish  religion  upon  the  ruins  of  the  Protestant.  The  author  thus 
gravely  talks 

*'  0/  Queen  Mary  and  her  Predecestort, 


€( 


She  (Mary)  found  also  the  whole  face  of  the  commonwealth  settled  and  aoquieted 
in  the  ancient  religion ;  .  in  which,  and  by  which,  all  kings  and  queens  of  that 
realm  (from  as  long  almost  before  the  conquest  as  that  conquest  was  before  thai 
time)  had  lived,  reigned,  and  maintained  their  states ;  and  the  terrible  correction 
of  those  few  that  swerved  from  it  notorious,  as  no  man  could  be  ignorant  of  it. 
As  King  John,  without  error  in  religion,  for  contempt  only  of  the  See  Apostolic, 
plagued  with  tbe  loss  of  his  state,  till  he  reconciled  himself,  and  acknowledged 
to  hold  bis  crown  of  the  Pope.    King  Henry  VIII.,  likewise,  with  finding  no 
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equally  vigorous  ones  of  the  Queen  and  her  favourite 
archbishop  Parker,  in  establishing  that  form  of  religion 
which,  by  partaking  in  a  reajsonable  degree  of  the 
solemnity  of  the  Romish  church,  and  by  being  tempered 
with  great  simplicity  and  piety  in  its  prayers,  won  its 


end  of  heading  and  hanging,  till  (with  the  note  of  tynmny  for  wasting  his 
nobility)  he  had  headed  him  also  that  procured  him  to  it  J'ol,  85,  ^, 

*'LiJbdUmM  Chamcler  of  Cecil, 

m 

"  In  which  stem  and  trunk  (being  rotten  at  heart,  hollow  within,  and  without 
sound  substance)  hath  our  spiteful  pullet  (Cbcil)  laid  her  ungracious  eggs,  mo 
than  a  few  :  and  there  hath  hatched  sundry  of  them,  and  brought  forth  chickens 
of  her  own  feather,  I  warrant  you.  A  hen  I  call  him,  as  well  for  his  cackling, 
ready  and  smooth  tongue,  wherein  he  giveth  place  to  none,  as  for  his  deep  and 
subtle  art  in  hiding  his  serpentine  eggs  from  common  men's  sight :  chiefly 
for  his  hennish  heart  and  courage,  which  twice  already  hath  been  well  proved  to 
be  as  base  und  deject  at  the  sight  of  any  storm  of  adverse  fortune,  as  ever  was 
hen's  heart  at  the  sight  of  a  fox.  And,  had  he  not  been  by  his  confederate,  as 
with  a  dunghill  cock,  trodden  as  it  were  and  gotten  with  egg,  I  doubt  whether 
ever  his  hennish  heart,  joined  to  his  shrewd  wit,  would  have  served  him,  so  soon 
to  put  the  Q.'s  green  and  tender  state  in  so  manifest  peril  and  adventure. 
FoL  88,  red. 

'*  Ltbelhtu  CharaeUrt  qf  Cecil  and  N,  Baeon* 


« 


Let  the  houses  and  possessions  of  these  two  Catallnes  be  considered,  let  their 
furniture,  and  building,  let  their  daily  purchases,  and  ready  hability  to  purchase 
still,  let  their  ofBces  and  functions  wherein  they  sit,  let  their  titles,  and  stylos 
claimed  and  used,  let  their  places  in  council,  let  their  authority  over  the  nobility, 
let  their  linking  in  alliance  with  the  same,  let  their  access  to  the  prince,  let  their 
{>ower  and  credit  with  her  :  let  this  their  present  state,  I  say,  in  all  points  (being 
open  and  imknown  to  no  men)  be  compared  with  their  base  parentage  and 
progeny,  (the  one  raised  out  of  the  robes,  and  the  other  from  a  Sheq^ve*i  son) 
and  lot  that  give  sentence  as  well  of  the  great  difference  of  the  tastes,  that  the 
several  fruits  gathered  of  this  tree  by  your  Q.,  and  by  them  do  yield,  as  whether 
any  man  at  this  day  approach  near  unto  them  in  any  condition  wherein  advance- 
ment consisteth.  Yea,  mark  you  the  jollity  and  pride  that  in  this  prosperity 
tiiey  shew  ;  the  port  and  countenance  that  every  way  they  carry  ;  in  comparison 
of  them  that  be  noble  by  birth.  Behold  at  whose  doors  your  nobility  atteudeth. 
Consider  in  whose  chambers  your  council  must  sit,  and  to  whom  for  resolutions 
they  must  resort ;  and  let  these  things  determine  both  what  was  the  purpose 
indeed,  and  hidden  intention  of  that  change  of  religion,  and  who  hath  gathered 
the  benefits  of  that  mutation  :  that  is  to  say,  whether  for  your  Q.,  for  your 
realms,  or  for  their  own  sakes,  the  same  at  first  was  taken  in  haxid,  and  since 
pursued  as  you  have  seen.  For  according  to  the  principal  effects  of  every  action 
must  the  intent  of  the  act  be  deemed  and  presumed.  For  the  objected  excuses 
(that  they  did  it  for  conscience,  or  for  fear  of  the  French)  be  too  frivolous  and 
vain  to  abuse  any  wise  man.     For  they  that  under  King  Henry  were  as  catholic, 
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way  to  the  hearts  of  the  generality  of  the  people.     Our 
Great  English  Bibles*  were  now  restored  to  their  con- 
spicuous   situations;    and    the    Bibliomania^    in    conse- 
quence,  began  to  spread  more  widely  and  effectiyely. 
LoREN.    Had  you  not  better  confine  yourself  to  per- 


as  the  fliz  articles  required  :  that  tmder  King  Edward  were  such  Protestants  as 
the  Protector  would  have  them ;  that  under  Q.  Mary  were  Oatholios  again,  even 
to  creeping  to  the  Cross :  and  that  under  Q.  Elisabeth  were  first  Luthfiran, 
setting  up  Parker,  Cheiny,  Gest,  Bill,  &o.,  then  Calvinists,  advancing  Grindall, 
Juell,  Home,  &c. :  then  Puritans,  maintaining  Sampson,  Deering,  Humfrey,  ftc  ; 
and  now  (if  not  Anabaptists  and  Arians)  plain  Machiavellians,  yea,  that  they 
persuade  in  public  speeches  that  man  hath  free  liberty  to  dissemble  his  religion, 
and  for  authority  do  allege  their  own  examples  and  practice  of  fisigning  one 
roligion  for  another  in  Q.  Mary's  time  (which  oontaineth  a  manifest  evacnatioa 
of  Christ's  own  coming  and  doctrine,  of  the  Apostles,  preaching  and  practioe^  of 
the  blood  of  the  martyrs,  of  the  constancy  of  all  confessors ;  yea,  and  of  the 
glorious  vain  deaths  of  all  the  stinking  martyrs  of  their  innumerable  seoCs  of 
hereticks,  one  and  other  having  always  taught  the  confession  of  mouth  to  be  as 
necessary  to  salvation  as  the  belief  of  heart) :  shall  these  men  now  be  admitted 
to  plead  conscience  in  religion ;  and  can  any  man  now  be  oouzined  so  mnch,  as 
to  think  that  these  men  by  conscience  were  then  moved  to  make  that  mutation? 
foL  96,  97.  At  home,  likewise,  apparent  it  is  how  they  provided,  eveiy  way  to 
make  themselves  strong  there  also.  For  being  by  their  own  marriages  allied 
already  to  the  house  of  Suffolk  of  the  blood  royal,  and  by  consequenoe  thereof  to 
the  house  of  Hertford  also,  and  their  children  thereby  incorporated  to  both  : 
mark  you  how  now  by  marriage  of  their  children  with  wfly  wit  and  wealth 
together,  they  wind  in  your  other  noblest  houses  unto  them  that  are  left,  I  mean 
in  credit  and  countenance.  Consider  likewise  how,  at  their  own  commendation 
and  preferment,  they  have  erected,  as  it  were,  almost  a  new  half  of  your  nobiHty 
(of  whom  also  they  have  reason  to  think  themselves  assured)  and  the  rest  then 
(that  were  out  of  hope  to  be  won  to  their  faction)  behold  how,  by  sundry  fine 
devices,  they  are  either  cut  ofif,  worn  out,  fled,  banished  or  defaced  at  home,"  kc, 
fol.  105,  rect.  Tho  good  Lord  Burohlet,  says  Strype,  was  so  moved  at  this 
slander  that  ho  uttered  these  words  :  **  Gtod  amend  his  spirit,  and  confound  his 
malice."  And  by  way  of  protestation  of  the  integrity  and  faithfulness  of  both 
their  services,  **  God  send  this  estate  no  worse  meaning  servants,  in  all  respects, 
than  we  two  have  been."  AnnaU  of  tht  Jieformaiiati,  vol.  it,  178.  Camden's 
Hist,  qf  Q.  Elizabeth,  p.  192, — as  quoted  by  Herbert. 


*  "All  curates  must  continually  call  upon  their  parochians  to  provide  a  book  of 
the  Boly  Bible  in  English,  of  THE  largest  FORM,  witiiin  40  days  next  after  the 
publication  hereof,  that  may  be  chained  in  some  open  place  in  the  church,*'  ^be. 
Injunctions  by  Lee,  Archbishop  of  York :  Burnet's  Hia.  cf  (he  R^ormaUon, 
voL  iii.,  p.  136,  Collections.  This  custom  of  fixing  a  great  bible  in  the  centra 
of  a  place  of  worship  yet  obtains  in  some  of  the  chapels  attached  to  the  colleges 
at  Oxford.  '  That  of  Queen's,  in  particular,  has  a  noble  brazen  eagle,  with 
outstretched  wings,  upon  which  the  foundation  members  read  the  lessons  of  the 
day  in  turn. 
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sonal  anecdote,  rather  than  enter  into  the  boundless  field 
of  historical  survey  ? 

Lysand.  I  thank  you  for  the  hint  Having  ser- 
monized upon  the  general  features  of  the  Reformation, 
we  will  resume  the  kind  of  discourse  with  which  we  at 
first  set  out 

Phil.  But  you  make  no  mention  of  the  number  of 
curious  and  fugitive  pamphlets  of  the  day,  which  were 
written  in  order  to  depreciate  and  exterminate  the  Roman 
C!atholic  religion  ?  Some  of  these  had  at  least  the  merit 
of  tartness  and  humour. 

Lysand.  Consult  Fox's  Martyrology^*  if  you  wish  to 
have  some  general  knowledge  of  these  publications ; 
although  I  apprehend  you  wiU  not  find  in  that  work  any 
mention  of  the  poetical  pieces  of  Skelton  and  Roy ;  nor 
yet  of  Ramsay. 

LoREN.  Skelton  and  Roy  are  in  my  library  ;t  bujt  who 
is  Ramsay  ? 

Lysand.  He  wrote  a  comical  poetical  satire  against 
the  Romish  priests,  under  the  title  of  '^  A  PUdster  far  a 
galled  Horse  "X  which  Raynald  printed  in  a  little  thin 
quarto  volume  of  six  or  seven  pages. 

*  1%«  cnrioiis  reader  who  wishes  to  become  master  of  all  the  valiiable,  though 
sometimes  loose,  informatioo  contained  in  this  renowned  work — upon  which  Dr. 
Wordsworth  has  pronoimced  rather  a  warm  eulogium  {EccUsiattical  Biography, 
Tol.  L,  p.  XIX.) — should  secure  iimjirsi  edition,  as  woU  as  the  latter  one  of  1641, 
or  1084 ;  inasmuch  as  this  first  impression,  of  the  date  of  1563,  is  said  by  Heamo 
to  be  "  onmium  optima  : "  see  his  Adami  de  Domcrham,  Hist,  dt  re6.  gttt.  Olaston., 
▼ol.  L,  p.  xxiL  I  also  learn,  from  an  orij^inal  letter  of  Anstis,  in  the  iK>ssossion  of 
Hr.  John  Nichols,  that "  tho  late  editions  are  not  quite  so  full  in  somo  particulars, 
and  that  many  things  are  left  out  about  the  Protector  Seymour." 

t  Vide  p.  226,  ante. 

X  In  Herbert's  Typographical  Antiquities,  toI.  i.,  p.  581,  will  be  found  rather  a 
slight  notice  of  this  raw  and  vulgar  satire.  It  has,  however,  stamina  of-  its  kind  * 
as  the  reader  may  hence  judge  : 

Mark  the  gestare,  who  that  lyst; 

First  a  shorne  shaaelynge,  clad  in  a  clowt* 

Besrioge  the  name  of  an  honest  priest. 

And  yet  in  no  place  a  starker  lowte. 

A  whore  monger,  a  dronksrd,  ye  makyn  him  be  snowte— 

At  the  alehooses  he  studieth,  till  hys  witte  he  doth  Ucke. 

Snch  are  your  minysters,  to  bringe  thys  matter  about : 

Bntgnppe  ye  god-makers,  beware  your  galled  backe. 
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LoRBN.  I  will  make  a  memorandum  to  try  to  secure 
this  ''comical"  piece,  as  you  call  it;  but  has  it  never 
been  reprinted  in  our  ''  Corpora  Poetartun  AngUcorum  ?" 

Lysand.  Never  to  the  best  of  my  recollection.  Mr. 
Alexander  Chalmers  probably  shewed  his  judgment  in 
the  omission  of  it,  in  his  lately  published  collection  of 
our  poets.  A  work,  which  I  can  safely  recommend  to 
you  as  being,  upon  the  whole,  one  of  die  most  faithful 
and  useful,  as  well  as  elegant,  compilations  of  its  kind, 
that  any  country  has  to  boast  of.  But  I  think  I  saw  it 
in  your  library,  Lorenzo  ? — 

LoRBN.  It  was  certainly  there,  and  bound  in  stout 
Russia,  when  we  quitted  it  for  this  place. 

Lis.  Dispatch  your  "gall'd  horse,"  and  now— having 
placed  a  justly  merited  wreath  round  the  brow  of  your 

Thiin  wnped  In  a  knaaer  skynne,  ai  ioly  ai  my  hone,  . 

Before  the  aulter,  in  peat  contemplacion 

Confeeainge  the  synnee  of  his  labbiysh  oone 

To  god  and  all  tuyncteR,  hecounteth  hy^  abhomination  * 

Then  home  to  the  anlter,  with  great  saintiflcation 

With  croiwes,  and  blessetf,  wiUihis  boy  lytle  Jacke: 

ThoB  forth  goeth  syr  Jhon  witli  all  his  preparation. 

But  gnppe  ye  god-makers,  beware  your  galled  backe. 

Then  gloria  In  extolsis  for  ioye  dothe  he  synge 

More  for  his  fat'  liuinge,  than  for  devoclon : 

And  many  there  be  that  remember  another  thinge 

Which  syng  not  wy th  mery  hart  for  lacke  of  promocion 

Thus  some  be  mery,  soma  be  sory  according  to  their  porcion 

Then  forth  oometh  collects,  bounds  up  in  a  packe, 

For  this  sainctand  that  sainctp  for  sickenes,  and  extorcion 

But  guppe  ye  god-makers,  beware  your  galled  backe." 

Stanzas,  17,  18.  19. 

At  the  salo  of  Mr.  Brand's  books,  in  1807,  a  copy  of  this  rare  tract,  of  six  or  seTen 
pages,  was  sold  for  3/.  lis.  6d.  Vide  Bibl.  Brand,  part  i.,  no.  1300.  This  was 
surely  more  than  both  plaister  and  horse  were  worth  !  A  poetical  satire  of  a  simi- 
lar kind,  entitled  "John  Bon  and  AfaH  Person"  was  printed  by  Dayo  and  Seros  ; 
who  struck  off  but  a  few  copies,  but  who  were  brought  into  considerable  trouble 
for  the  same.  The  virulence  with  which  the  author  and  printer  of  this  lampoon 
were  persecuted  in  Mary's  reign  is  sufficiently  attested  by  the  care  which  was 
taken  to  suppress  every  copy  that  could  be  secured.  The  only  perfect  known 
copy  of  this  rare  tract  was  purchased  at  the  sale  of  Mr.  R.  Torster's  books,  for 
the  Marquis  of  Bute ;  and  Mr.  Stace,  the  bookseller,  had  privilege  to  make  a 
fao-simile  reprint  of  it ;  of  which  there  were  six  copies  struck  o£P  UPON  YELLUsr. 
It  being  now  rather  common  with  book -collectors,  there  is  no  necessity  to  make 
a  quotation  from  it  here.  Indeed  there  is  very  little  in  it  deserving  of  republi- 
cation. 
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poetical  editor,  proceed — ^as  Lorenzo  has  well  said — with 
personal  anecdotes.  What  has  become  of  Wyatt  and 
Surrey — and  when  shall  we  reach  Leland  and  BaJe  ? 

Lysand.  I  crave  your  mercy.  Master  Lisardo !  One  at 
a  time.    Grently  ride  your  bibliomaniacal  hobby-horse ! 

Wyatt  and  Surrey  had,  beyond  all  question,    the 

most  exquisitely    polished   minds  of  their    day.     They 

were  far  above  the  generality  of  their  compeers.     But 

although  Hall  chooses  to  notice  the  whistle*  of  the  latter, 
it  does  not  follow  HbsX  I  should  notice  his  library,  if  I 

am  not  able  to  discover  any  thing  particularly  interest- 
ing relating  to  the  same.  And  so,  wishing  every  lover 
of  his  country's  literature  to  purchase  a  copy  of  the 
poems  of  both  these  heroes,t  I  march  onward  to  intro- 
duce a  new  friend  to  you,  who  preceded  Leland  ih  his 
career,  and  for  an  account  of  whom  we  are  chiefly  in- 
debted to  the  excellent  and  best  editor  of  the  works  of 


*  About  the  year  1519,  Hall  mentions  the  Earl  of  Surrey  "  on  a  great  ooursir 
riehely  trapped,  and  a  g^eate  whistle  of  gold  set  with  stones  and  perle,  hanging 
at  a  great  and  massy  chayne  baudriok-wise."  Chroniclee :  p.  65,  a.  See  Warton'a 
Life  of  Sir  Thomas  Pope  :  p.  166,  note  o.,  ed.  1780.  This  is  a  very  amiuing  page 
about  the  onstom  of  wearing  whistles,  among  noblemen,  at  the  oommencement 
of  the  10th  oentory.  If  Franklin  had  been  then  alive,  he  would  have  had 
abmidant  rcaaon  for  exclaiming  that  these  men  "paid  too  much  for  their 
wkiftfct !" 

-f  Till  the  long  promised,  elaborate,  and  beautiful  edition  of  the  works  of  Sir 
Thomas  Wtatt  and  Lord  Surrbt,  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Nott,*  shall  make  its  ap- 
pearance, the  bibliomaniac  must  satisfy  his  book-appetito,  about  the  editions  of 
the  same  which  have  already  appeared,  by  perusing  the  elegant  volumes  of  Mr. 
Geotge  Ellis,  and  Mr.  Park  ;  Specimens  of  the  Early  English  Poets ;  vol.  ii, 
pp.  48 — 67  :  R&yal  and  Nobie  Authors,  vol.  i.,  pp.  265—276.  As  to  early  black 
letter  editions,  let  him  look  at  Bibl,  Pearson,  no.  2544 ;  where,  however,  he  will 
find  only  the  7th  edition  of  1587  :  the  first  being  of  the  date  of  1557.  The  eighth 
and  last  edition  was  published  by  Tonson,  in  1717,  8vo.  It  will  be  unpardon- 
able not  to  add  that  the  Rev.  Mr.  Conybeare  is  in  possession  of  a  perfect  copy 
of  Lord  Surrey's  Translation  of  a  part  of  the  ^neid,  which  is  tho  third  only 
known  oopy  in  existence.  Turn  to  the  animating  pages  of  Warton,  Hist,  Engl. 
Podry ;  vol.  iiL,  ]>p.  2 — 21,  about  this  translation  and  its  author. 

*  Ooodoetlng  this  celebrated  book  through  the  press  occupied  Dr.  Nott  sevend  years :  It  wa^ 
priaied  by  the  fltther  of  the  printer  of  thia  work,  tu  two  large  4to.  volumes— and  was  JuAt 
fnUied  when,  in  the  year  1819,  the  Bolt  Conrt  printing-office,  and  all  it  contained,  waa 
(kmtwjwX  hf  fire.  Only  two  copies  of  the  works  of  Wyatt  and  Surrey  escaped,  having  been 
it  to  Dr.  Nott  by  the  printer,  as  cltan  sheets. 
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Spencer  and  Milton.  Did'st  ever  hear^  Lisardo^  of  cme 
William  Thynne? 

Lis.    Pray  make  me  acquainted  with  him. 

Lysand.  You  will  love  him  exceedingly  when  you 
thoroughly  know  him ;  because  he  was  the  first  man  in 
this  country  who  took  pains  to  do  justice  to  Chaucer^  by 
collecting  and  collating  the  niutilated  editions  of  his 
works.  Moreover^  he  rummaged  a  great  number  of  libra- 
ries, under  the  express  order  of  Henry  VIII. ;  and  seems 
in  every  respect  (if  we  may  credit  the  apparently  frank 
testimony  of  his  son*),  to  haye  been  a  thoroughbred  bib- 
liomaniac. Secure  Mr.  Todd's  lUustrcUions  of  Oawer  and 
ChoMcer,  and  set  your  heart  at  ease  upon  the  subject. 

But  it  is  time  to  introduce  your  favourite  Leland  :  a 
bibliomaniac  of  unparalleled  powers  and  unperishaUe 
fame.  To  entwine  the  wreath  of  praise  round  the  brow 
of  this  great  man  seems  to  have  been  considered  by  Bale 
among  the  most  exquisite  gratifications  of  his  existence. 
It  is  with  no  small  delight,  therefore,  Lorenzo,  that  I 
view,  at  this  distance,  the  marble  bust  of  Leland  in  yon- 
der niche  of  your  library,  with  a  laureate  crown  upon  its 
pedestal.  And  with  almost  equal  satisfaction  did  I  ob- 
serve, yesterday,  during  the  absence  of  Philemon  and 
Lisardo  at  the  book-sale,  the  handsome  manner  in  which 
Harrison,  f    in  his   Description  of  England^  prefixed  to 


•  «— but  (my  father,  William  Thtnnb)  further  had  oommuBione  to 
all  the  libraries  of  England  for  Chaucer's  works,  so  that  oute  of  all  the  abbies  of 
this  realme  (which  reserved  any  monnments  thereof),  he  was  fully  fumlahed  with 
multitude  of  bookes,  "  &o.  On  Thynne's  disoovering  Chaucer's  Pilgrim's  Tale^ 
when  Henry  VIII.  had  read  it — "  he*  called  (continues  the  son)  my  father  onto 
hym,  sayinge,  '  William  Thynne,  I  doubt  this  will  not  be  allowed,  for  I  m^>eote 
the  byshoppes  will  call  thee  in  question  for  yt.'  To  whome  my  father  beinge  in 
great  fauore  with  his  prince,  sayed,  'yf  your  Grace  be  not  offended,  I  hope  to  be 
protected  by  you.'  Whereupon  the  kioge  bydd  hym  goo  his  waye  and  feaiv 
not,"  &c.  "  But  to  leave  this,  I  must  saye  that,  in  those  many  written  bookee 
of  Chaucer,  which  came  to  my  father's  hands,  there  were  many  fidse  oopyee^ 
which  Chaucer  shewethe  in  writinge  of  Adam  Soriuener,  of  which  written  copies 
there  came  to  me,  after  my  father's  death,  some  fyveand  twentye, "  &e.  lUuatra- 
tion*  of  Oover  and  Chancer  ;  pp.  11, 13,  15.  Let  us  not  hesitate  one  moment  about 
the  appellation  of  Jlelluo  Librorum— justly  due  to  Master  William  THTmrx  f 

f  **  One  helpe,  and  none  of  the  smallest,  that  I  obtained  herein,  was  by  such 
commentaries  as  Leland  had  sometime  collected  of  the  state  of  Britaine ;  books 
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Holinshed's  Chronicles^  has  spoken  of  this  illustrious 
antiquary.      No  delays^  no  difficulties,  no  perils,  ever 

ytterlie  mangled,  defaced  with  Vet  and  weather,  and  finallie  ynperfect  through 
want  of  sandrio  yolnmes."  EpittU  Dedicatorie ;  voL  i,  p.  vi.,  edit  1807.  The 
history  of  this  great  ntan,  and  of  his  literary  labours,  is  most  interesting.  He 
was  a  pupil  of  William  Lilly,  the  first  head-master  of  St.  Paul's  school ;  and,  by 
the  kindness  and  liberality  of  a  Mr.  Myles,  he  afterwards  reoeived  the  advantage 
of  a  college  education,  and  was  supplied  with  money  in  order  to  travel  abroad, 
and  make  such  collections  as  he  should  deem  necessary  for  the  great  work  which 
even  then  seemed  to  dawn  upon  his  young  and  ardent  mind.  Leland  endeaSyoured 
to  requite  the  kindness  of  his  benefactor  by  an  elegant  copy  of  Latin  verses,  in 
which  he  warmly  expatiates  on  the  generosity  of  his  patron,  and  acknowledges 
that  his  acquaintance  with  the  Alma  Moires  (for  he  was  of  both  Universities) 
was  entirely  the  result  of  such  beneficence.  While  he  resided  on  the  continent, 
he  was  admitted  into  the  society  of  the  most  eminent  Greek  and  Latin  scholars, 
and  could  probably  number  among  his  correspondents  the  illustrious  names  of 
BudsBus,  Erasmus,  the  Stephenaes,  Faber  and  Tomebus.  Here,  too,  he  cultivated 
his  natural  taste  for  poetry ;  and,  from  inspecting  the  fine  bookb  which  the 
Italian  and  French  presses  had  produced,  as  well  as  fired  by  the  love  of  Grecian 
learning,  which  had  fled,  on  the  sacking  of  Ck>n8tantinople,  to  take  shelter  in 
the  academic  bowers  of  the  Medici — ^he  seems  to  have  matured  his  plans  for 
carrying  into  effect  the  great  work  which  bad  now  taken  full  possession  of  his 
mind.  He  returned  to  England,  resolved  to  institute  an  inquiry  into  the  state  of 
the  LiBRABiBS,  Antiquities,  Reoo&db,  and  Writinos  then  in  existence. 
Having  entered  into  holy  orders,  and  obtained  'preferment  at  the  express  inter- 
position of  the  king  (Henry  VIIL),  he  was  appointed  his  antiquary  and  library- 
keeper ;  and  a  royal  commission  was  issued,  in  which  Leland  was  directed  to 
search  after  "  England's  Antiquities,  and  peruse  the  libraries  pf  aU  cathedrals, 
abbies,  priories,  colleges,  ftc.,  as  also  all  the  places  wherein  records,  writings,  and 
secrets  of  antiquity  were  reposited."  "  Before  Leland's  time,"  says  Heame— in 
a  strain  which  makes  one  shudder — "all  the  literary  monuments  of  antiquity 
were  totally  disregarded ;  and  students  of  Germany,  i^prised  of  this  culpable 
indifference,  were  suffered  to  enter  our  libraries  unmolested,  and  to  cut  out  of 
the  books,  deposited  there,  whatever  passages  they  thought  proper— which  they 
afterwards  published  as  relics  of  the  ancient  literature  of  their  own  country." 
Pre/,  to  the  Itinerary,  Leland  was  occupied,  without  intermission,  in  his  laborious 
undertaking,  for  the  space  of  six  years;  and,  on  its  completion,  he  hastened  to 
the  metropolis  to  lay  at  the  feet  of  his  sovereign  the  result  of  his  researches. 
As  John  Kay  had  presented  his  translation  of  the  Siege  ofUhodes  to  Edward  IV.^ 
as  "  A  Girr  of  his  labour,"  so  Leland  presented  his  Itinerary  to  Henry  VIIL, 
under  the  title  of  A  New  Yearns  Oifi ;  and  it  was  first  published  as  such  by  Bale 
in  1549,  8vo.  "  Being  inflamed,"  says  the  author,  "  with  a  love  to  see  thoroughly 
all  those  i>art8  of  your  opulent  and  ample  realm,  in  so  much  that  all  my  other 
occupations  intermitted,  I  have  so  travelled  in  your  dominions  both  by  the  sea 
coasts  and  the  middle  parts,  sparing  neither  labour  uor  costs,  by  the  space  of  six 
years  past,  that  there  is  neither  cape  nor  bay,  haven,  creek,  or  pier,  river,  or 
confluence  of  riven,  breaches,  wastes,  lakes,  moors,  fenny  waters,  mountains, 
valleys,  heaths,  forests,  chases,  woods,  cities,  burghes,  castles,  principal  manor 
places,  monasteries,  and  colleges,  but  I  have  seen  them  ;  and  noted,  in  so  doing, 
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daunted  his  personal  courage^  or  depressed  his  mental 
energi^.      Enamoured    of  study^    to   the   last  rational 


a  whole  world  of  things  very  memorable."  Leland  moreover  tells  his  majesty — 
that  "By  his  laborious  journey'  and  costly  enterprise,  he  had  conseryed  many 
good  anthers,  the  which  othenrise  had  been  like  to  have  perished ;  of  the  whidh 
part  remained  in  the  royal  palaces,  part  also  in  his  own  custody,'*  fta  As  Leland 
was  engaged  six  years  in  this  literary  tour,  so  he  was  occupied  for  ano  less  period 
of  time  in  digesting  and  arranging  the  prodigious  number  of  MSS.  which  he  had 
collected.  But  he  sunk  beneath  the  immensity  of  the  task.  The  want  of 
amanuenses,  and  of  other  attentions  and  comforts,  seems  to  iiaye  deeply  aifected 
him.  In  this  melancholy  state,  he  wrote  to  Archbishop  Cranmer  a  Latin  epistle^ 
in  verse,  of  which  the  following  is  the  commencement -veiy  forcibly  describing 
his  situation  and  anguish  of  mind  : 


Est  congests  mihi  domi  supellez 
Ingens,  aurea,  nobilis,  ventuta. 
Qua  totas  studeo  Britannianim 
Vero  reddere  gloriam  nitori ; 
Bed  fortona  meis  noverca  coeptis 
Jam  fellcibus  invldet  maligna. 


Qoare,  ne  pereant  btevi  vel  hcia 

Hnltarom  mihi  nootlam  labores 

Omnes 

CRAXxBBa,  ftximinm  decos  prioram  I 

Implorare  tnam  benignitatem 

Cogor. 


The  result  was  that  Leland  lost  his  senses ;  and,  after  lingering  two  yean  in  a 
state  of  total  derangement^  he  died  on  the  18th  of  April,  1552.  "  Prdh  tristea 
rerum  humanarum  vices  !  prdh  viri  optimi  deplorandam  infelicissimamque 
sortem  V* ,  exclaims  Dr.  Smith,  in  -his  preface  to  Camden's  Life,  1691,  4to. 
The  precious  and  voluminous  MSS.  of  Leland  were  doomed  to  suffer  a  fate 
scaroely  less  pitiable  that  that  of  their  owner.  After  being  pilfered  by  some, 
and  garbled  by  others,  they  served  to  replenish  the  pages  of  Stow,  Lambaid, 
Camden,  Burton,  Dugdale,  and  many  other  antiquaries  and  historians.  "  Leland'a 
Bemains,"  says  Bagford,  "have  been  ever  since  a  standard  to  all  that  have  any 
way  treated  of  the  Antiquities  of  England.  Reginald  Wolfe  intended  to  have 
made  use  of  them,  although  this  was  not  done  'till  after  his  death  by  Harrison, 
Holinshed,  and  others  concerned  in  that  work.  Harrison  transcribed  his  Itinerary, 
giving  a  Description  of  England  by  the  rivers,  but  he  did  not  understand  it. 
They  have  likewise  been  mode  use  of  by  several  in  part,  but  how  much  more 
complete  had  this  been,  had  it  been  finidied  by  himself  V*  Colkolanea  :  Heam^i 
edit,  1774 ;  vol  i.,  p.  Lxxvn.  Polydore  Vii^gil,  who  had  stolen  from  these 
Bemains  pretty  freely,  had  the  insolence  to  abuse  Leland's  memory — calling  liiw^ 
"a  vain-glorious  man;"  but  what  shall  we  say  to  this  flippant  egotist?  who 
according  to  Caius's  testimony  {De  Antiq,  Cantah,  Acad,,  lib,  1.)  "to  prevent  a 
discovery  of  the  many  errors  of  his  own  History  of  England,  collected  and  burnt 
a  greater  number  of  ancient  histories  and  manuscripts  than  would  have  loaded  a 
waggon."  There  are  some  (among  whom  I  could  number  a  most  respectable 
friend  and  well  qualified  judge)  who  have  doubted  of  the  propriety  of  thus 
severely  censuring  Polydore  Virgil ;  and  who  are  even  sceptical  about  his  mal- 
practices. But  Sir  Henry  SavUe,  who  was  sufficiently  contemporaneous  to  collect 
the  best  evidence  upon  the  subject,  thus  boldly  observes :  "  Nam  Polydoms^  at 
homo  Italus,  et  in  rebus  nostris  hospes,  et  (quod  caput  est)  neque  in  repaUio 
versatus,  nee  magni  alioqui  vel  judicii  vel  ingenii,  pauca  ez  multia  delibans. 
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of  his  existence,  Leiaud  seems  to  have  been 
bom  for  the  "  Laborious  Jonmey  "  which  he  undertook 
in  search  of  trath,  as  she  was  to  be  discovered  among- 
moolderin^  records,  and  worm-eaten    Tolumes.     Uniting 

bim  {deruinqae  pro  Tsili  amplaxiu,  hiitoriun  nobic  reliquit  cum  oiBten  man' 
iliiiii  tma  exIlUar  uni  et  jajun^  DODKriptaui."  Script  pod.  Btdawi.,  edit. 
IBM ;  prat  "  Aj  for  Folydore  Virgil,  he  hath  mittoo  dther  ootMcg  or  viiry 
HttU  ooDoaiiililg  tfasm;  andthjitao  little,  ao  falMand  mtabeaeemlDgtlie  iiig«iinltie 
of  an  btatoiiao,  tbat  be  wemBth  to  have  aimed  at  do  other  end  than,  by  bitter 
IlH8«ti>e«  «g*init  Hmuy  Vni.,  and  Cardinal  WoUey,  to  demerit  the  favour  of 
Qe««l  Huy,'  he.,  Oodwyn'i  tramlatioa  of  the  Aiaaitt  i/fSnglaiui  ;  «dit.  1S30, 
■olba'a  Frahce.  "  It  ia  alao  remariiablB  that  Polfdora  Vicgil'a  and  Biahop 
Jeaoalin'i  aditloa  of  Oildai'i  epistle  differ  ao  materially  that  the  author  of  it 
hardly  inimia  to  be  one  and  the  same  panon."  Thia  ig  Oale'a  opinion :  So: 
Angliean,  Script.  Va. ;  vol.  L,  pref.,  p.  i.  DpoD  the  whole — to  return  to  Leland 
— It  mnat  be  aoknowledged  tbat  he  Is  a  malancholy,  aa  well  aa  llluatrioua,  exampla 
of  the  inflaeDoe  of  the  BibLiohaiiia  I  Bnt  do  not  let  u>  take  leave  <d  him 
vitboot  ado*  oonteaiplatlmi  of  hia  expreaaire  featurea,  as  thay  are  gireo  in  the 
frontiqiieoe  ol  the  flnt  volume  of  the  Lives  of  Leland,  Haarne,  and  Wood. 
177^  8to. 
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the  active  talents  of  a  statist  with  the  painful  research 
of  an  antiquary^  he  thought  nothing  too  insignificant 
for  observation.  The  confined  streamlet  or  the  capacious 
river — ^the  obscure  village  or  the  populous  town — ^were, 
with  parchment  rolls  and  oaken-covered  books^  alike 
objects  of  curiosity  in  his  philosophic  eye  !  Peace  to  his 
once  vexed  spirit ! — and  never-fading  honours  attend  the 
academical  society  in  which  his  youthful  mind  was  dis- 
ciplined to  such  laudable  pursuits  ! 

Balb  follows  closely  after  Leland.  This  once  cde- 
brated,  and  yet  respectable^  writer  had  probably  more 
zeal  than  discretion ;  but  his  exertions  in  the  cause  of 
our  own  church  can  never  be  mentioned  without  admira- 
tion. I  would  not,  assuredly,  quote  Bale  as  a  decisive 
authority  in  doubtful  or  difficidt  cases ;  *  but,  as  he  lived 

• 

*  Like  all  men,  who  desert  a  religion  whioh  they  onoe  enthnsiastioally  profeeSy 
Bale,  after  being  zealous  for  the  papal  superstitionsj  holding  up  his  hands  to  rot- 
ten poets,  and  calling  them  his  "  fathers  in  heaven/'  (aocording  to  his  own  oon- 
fessioD)  became  a  zealous  Protestant,  and  abused  the  church  of  Rome  with  a 
virulence  almost  unknown  in  the  writings  of  his  predecessors.  But  in  spite  of 
his  coarseness,  positiveness,  and  seyerity,  he  merits  the  great  praise  of  haring 
done  much  in  behalf  of  the  cause  of  literature.  His  attachment 'to  Leland  is^ 
unquestionably,  highly  to  his  honour ;  but  his  biographies,  especially  of  the 
Romish  prelates,  are  as  monstrously  extravagant  as  his  plays  are  inooiTJgibly 
dulj.  He  had  a  certain  rough  honesty  and  prompt  benevolence  of  character, 
whidi  may  be  thought  to  compensate  for  his  grosser  failings.  His  reputataon  as  a 
bibliomaniac  is  fully  recorded  in  the  anecdote  mentioned  at  p.  234,  ante.  His 
"  magnum  opus,"  the  Scriptora  BriUuMviat,  has  already  been  noticed  with  soffit 
cient  minuteness;  vide  p.  81,  ante.  It  has  not  escaped  severe  animadversioii. 
Francis  Thynne  tells  us  that  Bale  has  "  mistaken  inf ynyte  thinges  in  that  booke 
de  Scriptoribus  Anglie,  being  for  the  most  part  the  coUeotions  of  Lelande."  7Uic#- 
UxUioTM  qf  Ootcer  and  Chaucer ;  p.  23.  Pioard,  in  his  wretched  edition  of  Guli" 
tlmuM  Neubrigensis  (edit.  1610,  p.  672),  has  brought  a  severe  accusation  against 
the  author  of  having  "  burnt  or  torn  all  the  copies  of  the  works  which  he  de- 
scribed, after  he  had  taken  the  titles  of  them  ;*'  but  see  this  eharge  successfully 
rebutted  in  Dr.  Peggo's  Anonymiana  ;  p.  811.  That  Bale's  library,  especially  in 
the  department  of  manuscripts,  was  both  rich  and  curious,  is  indisputable,  ftom 
the  following  passage  in  Strype't  L\fe  of  Archbishop  Parker.  "  The  archbishop 
laid  out  for  Bale's  rare  collection  of  MSS.  immediately  upon  his  death,  fearing 
that  they  might  be  gotten  by  somebody  else.  Therefore  he  took  care  to  bespeak 
them  before  others,  and  was  promised  to  have  them  for  his  money,  as  he  told 
Cecil.  And  perhaps  divers  of  those  books  that  do  now  make  proud  the  Univer- 
sity  Library,  and  that  of  Benet  and  some  other  colleges,  in  Cambridge,  were 
Bale's,**  p.  539.  It  would  seem,  from  the  same  authority,  that  our  bibliomaniac 
''bet  himself  to  search  the  librarios  in  Oxford,  Cambridge,  London  (wherotn 
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in  the  times  of  which  he  in  a  great  measare  wrote,  and 
as  his  society  was  courted  by  the  wealthy  and  fpowerfol, 
I  am  not  sure  whether  he  merits  to  be  treated  with  the 
roughness  with  which  some  authors  mention  his  labours. 
He  had,  certainly,  a  tolerable  degree  of  strength  in  his 
English  style ;  but  he  painted  with  a  pencil  which  re- 
minded us  more  frequently  of  the  horrific  pictures  of 
Spagnoletti  than  of  Uie  tcaider  compositions  of  Albano. 

tbers  ma  but  cme,  and  tliAt  a  alender  one),  Norwlab,  and  sereiml  othen  in  Nor- 
folk  and  Suffolk :  wlwnoe  he  had  ooUeoted  enough  for  another  Tolume  Da  Scrip- 
toribua  Britaimlols.''  Ibid.  The  following  very  beautiful  vood-cut  of  Bals'a 
portrait  i>  takoD  from  the  original,  of  the  mna  sEie,  In  the  Atla  Jtomaneram 
m ;  Btdl,  1627,  Sto.    A  similar  ime,  on  a  larger  Male,  will  be  found  in 


the  "SeripUmt,"  iic.,  publiebed  at  Burl,  1S67,  or  155S~folio.  Hr.  Prioe,  the 
principal  Ubraiian  of  the  Bodleian  Libniy,  shewed  me  a  rare  head  of  Bale,  of  a 
TBiy  diffeirat  oast  of  featurea— in  a  small  blaok-letter  book,  of  nhioh  1  have  for- 
gotten the  name. 
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That  he  idolized  his  master,  Leland^  so  enthusiastically, 
will  always  cover,  in  my  estimation,  a  multitade  of  his 
errors :  and  that  he  should  leave  a  scholar's  inventory, 
(as  Fuller  saps),  "  more  books  than  money  behind  j  him/' 
will  at  least  cause  him  to  be  numbered  among^  the  most 
renowned  bibliomaniacs. 

Before  I  enter  upon  the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  let  me  pay 
a  passing,  but  sincere,  tribute  of  respect  to  the  memory 
of  Cranmbr  ;  whose  Qreai  Bible  *  is  at  once  a  monu- 
ment of  his  attachment  to  the  Protestant  religion,  and 
to  splendid  books.  His  end  was  sufficiently  lamentable; 
but  while  the  flames  were  consuming  his  parched  body, 
and  while  his  .right  hand,  extended  in  the  midst  of  them, 
was  reproached  by  him  tor  its  former  act  of  wavering 
and  ^*  oflfence,''  he  had  the  comfort  of  soothing  his 
troubled  spirit  by  reflecting  upon  what  his  past  life  had 
exhibited  in  the  cause  of  learning,  morality,  and  reli- 
gion.f  Let  his  memory  be  respected  among  virtuous 
bibliomaniacs ! 

All  hail  to  the  sovereign  who,  bred  up  in  severe  habits 
of  reading  and  meditation,  loved  books  and  scholars  to  the 

*  I  have  perused  what  Siaype  {Life  of  Creamer,  pp.  59,  63,  444),  Lewis  (Hu- 
tory  of  English  BibUs,  pp.  122—187),  Johnson  {Idem  opus,  pp.  88—42),  and  Her- 
bert {Typog.  AfUiquities,  voL  i.,  p.  518,)  have  written  concerning  the  biblical 
labours  of  Archbishop  Cranmer ;  but  the  accurate  conclusion  to  be  drawn  about 
the  publication  which  goes  under  the  name  of  Cranmsr's,  or  thb  Great  Bibli^ 

not  quite  so  clear  as  bibliographers  may  imagine.  Howeyer,  this  is  not  the 
place  to  canvass  so  intricate  a  subject.  It  is  sufficient  that  a  magnificent  im- 
pression of  the  Bible  in  the  English  language,  with  a  superb  frontl^ieoe  (which 
has  been  most  feebly  and  inadequately  copied  for  Lewis's  work),  under  the  arohi- 
episcopal  patronage  of  Crakmeb,  did  make  its  appearance  in  1539 :  and  it  has 
been  my  good  fortune  to  turn  over  the  leaves  of  the  identical  copy  of  it,  printed 
UPON  VBLLUM,  Concerning  which  Thomas  Baker  expatiates  so  eloquently  to  his 
bibliomaniacal  ^end,  Heame.  Rob.  of  Olowester^s  Chronicle ;  voL  L,  p.  zix. 
This  copy  is  in  the  library  of  St.  John's  College,  Cambridge ;  and  is  now  placed 
upon  a  table,  to  the  right  hand,  upon  entering  of  the  f^me  :  altiiough  formeriy, 
according  to  Bagford's  account,  it  was  "  among  some  old  books  in  a  private  place 
nigh  the  library."  Idem ;  p.  xxii.    There  is  a  similar  copy  in  the  British  Moaeam. 

f  '*  And  thus" — says  Strype — (in  a  strain  of  pathos  and  eloquence  not  ufuaUy 
to  be  found  in  his  writings)  **  we  have  brought  this  excellent  prelate  unto  his  en^ 
after  two  years  and  a  half  hard  imprisonment.  His  body  was  not  carried  to  the 
grave  in  state,  nor  buried,  as  many  of  his  predecessors  were,  in  his  own  cathedral 
church,  nor  inclosed  in  a  monument  of  marble  or  touchstone.    Nor  had  he  any 
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very  bottom  of  her  heart !.  I  consider  Elizabeth  as  a  royal 
bibliomaniac  of  transcendent  fame ! — I  see  hcr^  in  imagi- 
nation, wearing  her  favourite  little  Volume  of  Prayers,*  the 

inscription  to  set  forth  his  praises  to  posterity.  No  shrine  to  be'  visited  by  devout 
pilgrims,  as  his  predecessors,  S.  Dunstan  and  S.  Thomas  had.  Shall  we  therefore 
say^  as  Uie  poet  doth  : 

llarmoreo  Ltdnns  tomnlo  jacet,  at  Gate  panro« 
Pompeins  nallo.    Quia  pntet  esse  Deoe  f 

No ;  we  are  better  Christians,  I  trust,  than  so :  who  are  taught,  that  the  rewards 
of  God's  elect  are  not  temporal  but  eternal.  And  Cranmer's  martyrdom  ia  his 
monomenl^  and  his  name  will  outlast  an  epitaph  or  a  shrine."  Ltfe  qf  CraniMr  ; 
p.  891.  It  would  seem,  from  the  same  authority,  that  Ridlet,  Latdobb,  and 
CRAmpra,  were  permitted  to  dine  together  in  prison,  some  little  time  before  they 
suffered ;  although  they  were  "  placed  in  separate  lodgings  that  they  might  not 
eonfer  together."  Strype  saw  "  a  book  of  their  diet,  eveiy  dinner  and  supper, 
and  the  chavge  thereof,"-— as  it  was  brought  in  by  the  baiUfiOs  attending  them. 

DinfMT  jExp«M$a<ff  Ridley,  Latimer,  and  Cranmer, 
Bread  and  Ale  —  —       iiii.        Item,  Iiyng  —  —       viiiif . 

Item,  Oisters  —  —  icL       Item,  A  piece  of  fresh  Salmon        xd' 

Item,  Butter  —  —       iiA        Wine       —  —  —        iiirf. 

Item,  Eggs  —  —         ud.       Cheese  and  pears    —  —       ud, 

ChMrg€$foT  luming  RidUy  and  LoJtimer, 
t,    d. 

For  three  loads  of  wood )  12     0       ^**™'  ^  ^°**       ~ 

fagots  —  )      .  Item,  Two  chains  — 


t. 

d. 

L2 

0 

8 
2 

4 
0 

s. 

d. 

1 

4 

8 

4 

0 

6 

2 

8 

• 

«. 

d. 

-      0 

8 

—    1 

4 

Item,  One  load  of  furs  fagots       8      4       Item,  Two  staples    — 
For  the  carriage  of  the  same         2     0       Item,  Four  Labourers 

Cfuurgesfor  tntming  Cranmer. 

«.    d. 

For  an  100  of  wood  fagots,         .06      0       For  the  carriage  of  them 
For  an  100  and  half  of  furs  fagots  08      4       To  two  labourers       — 

I  will  draw  the  curtain  upon  this  dismal  picture,  by  a  short  extract  from  one  of 
Oanmer's  letters,  in  which  this  great  and  good  man  thus  ingeniously  ui^ges  the 
necessity  of  the  Scriptures  being  translated  into  the  English  langi&ge ;  a  point, 
by  the  bye,  upon  which  neither  he,  nor  Cromwell,  nor  Latimer,  I  believe,  were 
at  first  decided  ;  *'  God*s  will  and  commandment  is,  (says  Cranmer)  that  when 
the  people  be  gathered  together,  the  minister  should  iise  such  language  as  the  peo- 
ple may  understand,  and  take  profit  thereby ;  or  else  hold  their  peace.  For  as  an 
harp  or  lute,  if  it  give  no  certain  sound  that  men  may  know  what  is  stricken,  who 
can  dance  after  it— for  all  the  sound  is  vain  ;  so  is  it  vain  and  profiteth  nothing, 
sayeth  Almighty  God,  by  the  mouth  of  St.  Paul,  if  the  priest  speak  to  the  people 
in  a  language  which  l^ey^ow  not."  Certain  most  godly,  fruitffU,  and  comfortable 
letters  of  Saintet^  and  holy  Martyrs,  Ac,  1564 ;  4to.,  foL  8. 

*  Of  this  curious  little  devotional  volume  the  reader  has  already  had  some 
account  (p.  119,  ante) ;  but  if  he  wishes  to  enlaige  his  knowledge  of  the  same,  let 
him  refer  to  voL  Iz.  pt.  ii.  and  voL  hd.  pt.  L  of  the  OetUleman*s  Magasine.  By  the 
kindness  of  Mr.  John  Nidiols,  I  am  enabled  to  present  the  bibliomaniacal  virtuoso 
with  a  fac-siniile  of  the  copper-plate  inserted  in  the  latter  volume  (p.  321)  of  the 
authority  last  mentioned.  It  represents  the  GOLDEN  COVEB,  or  binding,  of  this  pre* 
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composition  of  Queen  Catherine  Parr,  and  Lady  Tirwit, 
"  bound  in  solid  gold,  and  hang:ing  by  a  gold  chain  at 
her  side,"  at  her  morning  and  evening  devotions — after- 
wards, as  she  became  firmly  seated  upon  her   thrtHie, 

oioiu  manuieript.  Of  the  Qoeen'B  attaohmant  to  wocki  of  tUa  kind,  tiie  following  Ii 
ft  pretty  stranir  proof :  "InthsBodl.  library,  ainangthaHSS.lQmiu.iintn.  236,arB 
tliaSpMaufSt.  PaB/,  ifa:.,  priDted  in  an  old  black  letter  in  12<>.  which  ma  Qmo 
SlitoietA'i  OK*  boot,  Euid  her  own  band  writiiig  appenn  at  the  baginning,  *{■  : 
"  Augunt.  I  walks  many  timae  into  the  pleasant  fieldss  of  the  Hoi;  Boriptura^ 
vbore  I  plnoke  np  the  gxwdlieaomfl  herbea  of  sentenoaa  by  pruDiog :  tatc  dem 
by  rsadiiig :    obawe  them  by  musing :    and  laie  tbwn  up  at  iMigUi  in  ttw  Ua 


nate  of  memorlo  by  ftatheHng;  them  togiotlier :    that  m  bsTin^  fautad  thrir 

ewoetones  I  may  the  lesse  perceaTe  tiie  bittetnoaa  of  this  miBonLble  life."  Tha 
oorering  Ib  dona  in  needle  work  by  the  Qaeen  [then  princen]  bereelt,  and 
thereon  are  these  Beotencee,  vii.  on  one  dde,  on  the  bordon ;  CxltH  FATBia  : 
scoFvs  vrtM  xeve.  cmuitvs  via.  chbisio  ViVe.  In  the  middle  a  beatt,  and 
round  about  it,  elbva  cor  bvrbvh  ibi  vbi  s.c  [eat  ChriatusJ.  On  the  other  tide^ 
about  the  borden,  sbatvh  qvi  Divitus  icrutvr£  LKasHa  vissa  vntTIT  nf 
OFKKA.  In  the  middle  a  star,  and  round  it,  VICTI  OVHIA  PBRTuTAz  Tistva  with 
E.  c,  (.  R.  as  I  take  it,  eUhabktha  camVA,  or  [provided  It  refer  to  Virtiu] 
ULlsiBETDJS  C'ArTlVjK,  Hbe  being,  then,  wbon  Hhe  woriced  this  coTering,  a  prisoner,  if 
i  mistake  not,  at  Woodstock."    Til.  lAv.  Foi.  .hJ.  eiL  i^cMrtn  v.,  p.  328-23D. 
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taking  an  interest  in  the  embdli^ments  of  the  Prayer 
Book/^  which  goes  under  her  own  *name ;  and  then  in- 
dulging her  strong  bibliomaniacal  appetites  in  fostering 
the  institution  ^'for  the  erecting  of  a  library  and  an 
Academy  for  the    study   of  Antiquities  and  History" f 

*  In  the  FRATXB-BOOK  whieh  goes  by  the  name  of  Quein  Eluabitb'^ 
there  is  a  portrait  of  her  Majesty  kneeling  upon  a  superb  cushion,  with  elevated 
hands,  in  prayer. '  This  book  was  first  printed  in  1575 ;  and  is  decorated  with 
wood-cut  borders  of  considerable  spirit  and  beauty ;  representing,  among  other 
things,  some  of  the  subjects  of  Holbein's  dance  of  death*  The  last  impression  is 
of  the  date  of  1808.  Vide  BiU.  Pwnon ;  no.  685.  The  presentation  copy  of 
it  was  probably  printed  upon  vxllum.* 

f  The  famous  John  Pee  entreated  Queen  Hart  to  erect  an  institution 
similar  the  one  above  alluded  to.  If  she  adopted  the  measure.  Dee  says  that 
"her  highneese  would  iiave  a  most  notable  ubsabt,  learning  wonderftrily  be 
advanced,  the  passing  exceUent  works  of  our  forefathers  from  rot  and  worms 
preserved,  and  also  hereafter  continually  the  whole  realm  may  (through  her 
grace's  goodness)  use  and  enjoy  the  incomparable  treasure  so  preserved :  where 
now,  no  one  student,  no,  nor  any  one  college,  hath  half  a  dozen  of  those  excellent 
jewels,  but  the  whole  stock  and  store  thereof  drawing  nigh  to  utter  destruction, 
and  extinguishing,  while  here  and  there  by  private  men's  negligence  (and  some- 
times malice)  many  a  famous  and  excellent  author^s  book  is  rent,  burot^  or 
suffered  to  rot  and  decay.  By  your  said  suppliant's  device  your  Grace's  said 
library  might,  in  veiy  few  years,  most  plentifully  be  f umisht,  and  that  without 
any  one  penny  charge  unto  your  Majesty,  or  doing  injury  to  any  creature." 
In  another  supplicatory  article,  dated  xv.  Jan.  1556,  Dee  advises  copies  of  the 
monuments  to  be  taken,  and  the  original,  after  the  copy  is  taken,  to  be  restored 
to  the  owner.  That  there  should  be  "allowance  of  all  necessaiy  chaiges,  as 
well  toward  the  riding  and  journeying  for  the  recovery  of  the  said  worthy 
monuments,  as  also  for  the  copying  out  of  the  same,  and  framing  of  necessaiy 
stalls,  desks,  aad  presses."— He  concludes  with  proposing  to  make  copies  of  all 
the  prindpid  works  In  MS.  "in  the  notablbst  libraries  beyond  the  sea"— 
"and  as  concerning  all  other  excellent  authors  printed,  that  they  likewise  shall 
be  gotten  in  wonderful  abundance,  their  carriage  only  to  be  chaigeable."  He 
supposes  that  three  months'  trial  would  shew  the  excellence  of  his  plan ;  which 
be  advises  to  be  instantly  put  into  practice  "for  fear  of  the  spreading  of  it  abroad 
might  cause  many  to  hide  and  convey  away  their  good  and  ancient  writers — 
which,  nevertheless,  were  ungodly  done,  and  a  certain  token  that  such  are  not 
sincere  lovers  of  good  learning."  [In  other  words,  not  sound  bibliomaniacs.] 
See  the  Appendix  to  Heame's  edition  of  Jok.  Cw^fnJL  Jiimaeh,  de  HA,  OUuton. 
Dee's  "supplication"  met  with  no  attention  from  the  bigotted  sovereign  to 
whom  it  was  addressed.  A  project  for  a  similar  establishment  in  Queen  Eliza- 
beth's reign,  when  a  Society  of  Antiquaries  was  first  established  in  this  kingdom, 
may  be  seen  in  Heame's  Colledicn  qf  Cwriotu  Bimxmrau  qfAnHquarUt;  vol.  li, 
p.  824^— when  this  library  was  "to   be  entitied  thb   ubbabt  or  Queen 

*  The  two  following  pages  are  appropriated  to  copies  of  the  ftontispiece  (of  the  edit,  of 
1608),  and  a  page  of  the  work,  fkom  a  copy  in  the  poesession  of  the  printer  of  this  edition  of 
the  Bibliomania, 
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€li?atJEti)  iclEsma. 


2  l*ARAT,!rmi  fi. 
Domiiit    J3tw   {flrntl,    non   est  ^milis  tut   33ru3  in  carlo    &   in 
tnm,   qui    pacl.t    nisiobis    $^'    mificncoTtitnm    turn    struts    Itiit, 
qui  iitnF:ubitl  tovum  U  in  loio  roiCt  suo. 
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A   prayer  for  charitie,   or  lou>i 

toiriiTda  our  noighboura. 

T  ®3!IZ),  fnlfsliUn  anJt  {ngtiutt  out 
-'-^  mtnbca,  tttat  toe  mas  (fitttmi 
rucdt  tiling  aS  it  ifi  toott^,  Sr  £tl  not 
mnit  t|}(  Unit  nrboning  of  tbee,  fiilt) 
nothing  tan  bt  maDe  btttcr  t|)tn  lliou. 
Snti  istronblg  let  ud  make  account  of 
man,  Ititn  totiome,  t^ne  is  nothing 
ntotc  excellent  among  tf^e  lyings  of  ttiis 
toodD.  0iaU  bi  to  loue  jiim  ntit 
t^ee,  e!l!)ec  as  libest  out  Selues,  ot  as 
t\>3  tliilUe,  ant)  ttecefote  out  btotfiet, 
01  as  one  orOajinet)  to  bee  a  membec  of 
one  eelfe  Same  tountrii  toitti  be. 

9nl)  cause  b9  also  men  ^tete,  to  re- 
eemble  tb'  lieaucnl!)  bingbome  tdrougb 
mutual  loue,  lotiece  all  tialteb  is  quite 
banislieD,  ant)  all  ia  fuli  of  lout,  anb 
coneequentlj;  full   of  foj;   anO  glabneS. 
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NotwithsUndin^  her  earnestness  to  root  out  all  -relics 
of  the  Roman  Catholic  -religion  (to  which,  as  the  best 
e  must,  perh^is,  attribute  the  sad  cruelty  of  the 


-execution      of  ■ 
Mary,    Queen  I 
of    Scots).     I  I 
cannot  in   my  I 
heart     forbear  I 
to    think    but  | 
that  she  secu- 
red,for  her  own  | 
book  -  boudoir,  I 
one  or  two  of  | 
the  carious  ar- 
ticles which  the  | 
commissioners 
often-  times 
found     in    the  | 
yond  my  wit  to  divine  ! 

LoRBN.  You  are  full  of  book  anecdote  of  Elizabeth : 
but  do  you  forget  her  schoolmaster,  Roger  Ascham  ? 

Lysand.  The  master  ought  certainly  to  have  been 
mentioned  before  his  pupil.  Old  Roger  is  one  of  my 
most  favoorite   authors ;     and  I  wish    English   scholars 

[,  and  the  Bame  to  be  mil  farnishsd  with  div«n  Mident  books,  and 
t  anaqnitj,"  *o.,  edit  1776. 
*  In  Hr.  Qntoh's  CoUectama  Curiota,  ToL  11.,  p.  275,  wa  have  •  "LettST  frotn 
isen  BUotbeUi'i  high  oommiuianan,  oonoerajog  the  Eupentitioiu  boohs  beloug- 
;  to  All  Sonl'i  Collage :"  the"  ■cfaedDle"  or  lirt  retomed  mu  aa  tollom : 
Three  maaa  booki,  old  uid  new,  and  2  portmines 
Item,  8  grailea,  7  antiphonen  of  parchment  and  bouod 

10  ProcendoDala  old  and  Qew 

2S;mDall8 

ao  old  inaiiDal  of  paper 

MI  iDTitatoiie  boob 

2  paalten — and  one  oorerad  with  a  alda 

A  gnat  prictioitf  boot  of  parektaaa 

One  other  prioksong  book  at  t ellum  covered  with  a  hart's  akfD 

G  other  of  paper  bound  in  parchment 

The  Foondar'i  mam-book  in  psrchmeDt  bound  in  ba«rd 

Id  Hr.  Mill  his  hand  an  antiphoner  and  a  legend 

A   portmisse    in   his   hand   two   volumes,    a   manual,   a   mam- 

book,  and  a  proceiisional. 
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in  general  not  only  to  read  his  works  frequently,  but 
to  imitate  the  terseness  and.  perspicuity  of  his  style. 
There  is  a  great  deal  of  information  in  his  treatises, 
req[>ecting  the  manners  and  customs  of  his  times ;  and 
as  Dr.  Johnson  has  well  remarked,  ''his  philological 
learning  would  have  gained  him  honour  in  any  country."  *' 


*  Boon  AsoHAX  is  now,  I  should  hope,  pretty  firmly  established  among  us 
as  one  of  the  very  best  elMsinal  writers  in  oar  language.  Nearly  three  oenturiea 
are  surely  sufficient  te  oonseorate  his  literary  celebrity.  He  is  an  author  of  a 
peculiar  aad  truly  original  cast.  There  is  hardly  a  dtdl  page  or  a  dull  passage 
in  his  Incubrations.  He  may  be  thought,  howerer,  to  have  dealt  rather  harshly 
with  our  eld  romanoe  writers ;  nor  do  I  imagine  that  the  original  edition  of  his- 
Sehoolvuuler  (1571)»  would  be  placed  by  a  MorU  cFArthur  collector  alongside 
of  his  thin  black-letter  quarto  romances.  Asoham's  intectives  against  the  Italian 
school,  and  his  hard-hearted  strictures  upon  the  innocent  ebullitions  of  Petrarch 
and  Bocoacdo,  have  been  noticed,  with  due  judgment  and  spirit,  by  Mr.  Burnet, 
in  his  pleasing  analysis  of  our  philosopher's  works.  See  ^^peeimmt  qf  Englith 
Proae  Wiien ;  yoL  ii.,  p.  84.  Our  tutor's  notions  of  aoademical  education,  and 
his  courteous  treatment  of  his  xoyal  and  noble  scholars,  will  be  discoursed  of 
anon;  meantime,  while  we  oursorily,  but  strongly,  applaud  Dr.  Johnson'a 
almost  unqualified  commendation  of  this  able  writer ;  and  while  the  reader  may 
be  slightly  informed  of  the  elegance  and  interest  of  his  epistles ;  let  the  biblio- 
maniac hasten  to  seouie  Bennet's  edition  of  Ascham's  works  (which  incorparatea 
the  notes  of  Upton  upon  the  Schoolmaster,  with  the  Life  of,  and  remarks  upon 
Ascham,  by  Dr.  Johnson),  published  in  a  handsome  quarto  volume  [1761]. 
This  edition,  though  rather  common  and  cheap,  should  be  carefully  reprinted  in 
on  octavo  volume ;  to  harmonise  with  the  greater  number  of  our  best  writers 
published  in  the  same  form.  But  it  is  time  to  mention  something  of  the  author 
connected  with  the  subject  of  this  work.  What  relates  to  the  BiBUOMAmA,  I 
here  select  from  similar  specimens  in  his  English  letters,  written  when  he  was 
abroad :  "Oct.  4.  at  afternoon  J  went  about  the  town  [of  Bruzelles].  I  went  to 
tCe  frier  Carmelites  house,  and  heard  their  even  song :  after,  I  desired  to  see  the 
LiBRABT.  A  frier  was  sent  to  me,  and  led  me  into  it.  There  was  not  one  good 
book  but  Lym,  The  friar  was  learned,  spoke  Latin  readily,  entered  into  Greek, 
having  a  very  good  wit,  and  a  greater  desire  to  ^earning.  He  was  gentle  and 
honest,"  &c.  pp.  870-1.  "Oct.  20.  to  Spira:  a  good  city.  Here  I  first  saw 
JSturmius  de  Periodis,  I  also  found  here  Aj€a,  BUetra,  and  AtUiffone  of 
SophoeUt,  excellently,  by  my  good  judgment,  translated  into  verse,  and  fair 
printed  this  summer  by  Gryphius.  Your  stationers  do  ill,  that  at  least  do  not 
provide  you  the  register  of  all  books,  especially  of  old  authors,'*  &c.,  p.  872. 
Again  :  "Hieronimus  Wolfius;,  that  translated,  Demosthenes  and  Isocrates,  is  in 
this  town.  I  am  we|l  acquainted  with  him,  and  have  brought  him  twice  to  my 
lord's  to  dinner.  He  looks  very  simpla  He  telleth  me  that  one  Borrheus,  that 
hath  written  well  upon  Aristot.  priorum,  &c,  even  now  is  printing  goodly  com- 
mentaries upon  Aristotle's  Rhetoric.  But  Sturmiuswill  obscure  them  all.'' 
p.  381.  These  extracts  are  taken  from  Bonnet's  edition.  Who  shall  hence 
doubt  of  the  proprie^  of  classing  Ascham  among  the  most  renowned  bibliomaniacs 
of  the  age  ? 
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That  he  was  an  ardent  bibliomaniac,  his  letters  when 
upon  the  continent,  are  a  sufficient  demonstration. 

From  the  tutor  of  Elizabeth  let  us  go  to  her  prime 
minister,  Cbcil.*    We  have  already  seen  how  success- 

• 

*  The  reader,  it  Is  presumed,  will  not  form  his  opinion  of  the  faiblioouaiiacd 
taste  of  this  great  man,  from  the  distorted  and  shameful  delineation  of  hia  dia- 
racter,  which,  as  a  matter  of  oiiriosity  only,  is  inserted  at  p.  237,  ante.  He  wiDy 
on  the  contrary,  look  upon  Cecil  as  a  lover  of  books,  not  for  the  sakd  of  the 
numerous  panegyrical  dedications* to  himself,  which  he  must  have  so  satlsfactoriiy 
perused,  but  for  the  sake  of  the  good  to  be  derived  from  useful  and  togenioai 
works.  With  one  hand,  this  great  man  may  be  said  to  have  wielded  the 
courageous  spirit,  and  political  virtue,  of  his  country— and  with  the  other,  to 
have  directed  the  operations  of  science  and  literature.  Without  reading  the 
interesting  and  well-written  life  of  Cecil,  in  Mr.  Macdiarmid's  Liveg  qf  Brititk 
SUUMmen  (a  work  which  cannot  be  too  often  recornmeoded,  or  too  highly  prafind)^ 
there  is  evidence  sufficient  of  this  statesman's  bibliomaniacal  passion  and  taste^ 
in  the  fine  old  librart  which  is  yet  preserved  at  Burleigh  in  its  legitimate 
form— and  which,  to  the  collector  of  such  precious  volumes,  must  have  presented 
a  treat  as  exquisite  as  are  the  fresh  blown  roses  of  June  to  him  who  regmlaa 
himself  in  the  flowery  fragrance  of  his  garden — ^the  production  of  his  own  manual 
labour  I  Indeed  Strypes  tells  us  that  Cecil's  "  library  was  a  very  choice  one  'J*}oSk 
care  being  "in  the  preservation,  rather  than  in  the  private  possession  of  (literary) 
antiquities."  Among  other  curiosities  in  it,  there  was  a  grand,  and  a  sort  of  pre- 
sentation, copy  of  Archbishop  Parker*s  Latin  work  of  the  AntiquiUf  <{f  A& 
British  Chur(A ;  '*  bound  costly,  and  laid  in  colours  the  arms  of  the  Church  of 
Canterbury,  empaled  with  the  Archbishop's  own  paternal  coat."  Read  Strype's 
tempting  description ;  Life  of  Parker ;  pp.  415,  537.  Well  might  Grafton  time 
address  Cecil  at  the  dose  of  his  epistolary  dedication  of  his  ChrofUcUi :  **  and  now 
having  ended  this  work,  and  seeking  to  whom  I  might,  for  testification  of  my 
special  good-will,  present  it,  or  for  patronage  and  defence  dedicate  it,  and  prin- 
cipally, for  all  judgment  and  correction  to  submit  it — among  many,  I  have  choaen 
your  Mabtebshif,  moved  thereto  by  experience  of  your  courteous  judgment 
towards  those  that  travail  to  any  honest  purpose,  rather  helping  and  oomfoiting 
their  weakness,  than  condemniog  their  simple,  but  yet  well  meaning,  endeavoan. 
By  which,  your  accustomed  good  acceptation  of  others,  I  am  the  rather  boldened 
to  beseech  your  Mastership  to  receive  this  my  work  and  me,  in  such  manner  ae 
you  do  those  in  whom  (howsoever  there  be  want  of  power)  there  wanteth  no 
point  of  goodwill  and  serviceable  afifection."  Edit.  1809,  4to.  If  a  ohronioler 
could  talk  thus,  a  poet  (who,  notwithstanding  the  title  of  his  poem,  does  not^  I 
fear,  rank  among  Popo's  bards,  that  "  sail  aloft  among  Qu  Swcau  of  Thasmn^  ") 
may  be  permitted  thus  to  introduce  Cecil's  name  and  mansion : 

Now  see  these  Swannes  the  new  and  worthie  seats 
Of  famous  Cioill,  treasorer  of  the  land. 
Whose  wisedome,  coonsell  skill  of  Princes  state 
The  woitd  admires,  then  Swannes  may  do  the  same : 
The  house  Itselfe  doth  shewe  the  owner's  wit, 
And  may  for  bewtie,  state,  and  every  thing. 
Compared  be  with  most  within  the  land, 

Vallan's  ra2e  of  Tioo  Swannes,  1590,  4to.,  reprinted  in  Leian  l'«  Itinerary  .• 

vol.  v.  p.  xili,  edit.  1770. 
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fully  this  great  man  interposed  in  matters  of  religion  ; 
it  remains  to  notice  his  zealous  activity  in  the  cause  of 
learning.  And  of  this  latter  who  can  possibly  entertain 
a  doubt  ?  Who  that  has  seen  how  frequently  his  name 
is  affixed  to  Dedications^  can  disbelieve  that  Cecil  was  a 
LOVER  OP  BOOKS  ?  Indeed  I  question  whether  it  is  inserted 
more  frequently  in  a  diplomatic  document  or  printed 
volume.  To  possess  all  the  presentation  copies  of  this 
illustrious  minister  would  be  to  possess  an  ample  and 
beautiful  library  of  the  literature  of  the  sixteenth 
century. 

But  the  book-loving  propensities  of  Elizabeth's  mi- 
nister were  greatly  eclipsed  by  those  of  her  favourite 
archbishop,  Parker  : 

clamm  et  venerabile  nomen 
Gentibns,  et  multom  nostns  quod  proderat  urbL 

For  my  part,  Lorenzo,  I  know  of  no  character,  either  ot 
this  or  of  any  subsequent  period,  which  is  more  en- 
titled to  the  esteem  and  veneration  of  Englishmen. 
Pious,  diffident,  frank,  charitable,  learned,  and  muni- 
ficent, Parker  was  the  great  episcopal  star  of  his  age, 
which  shone  with  undiminished  lustre  to  the  last  mo- 
ment of  its  appearance.  In  that  warm  and  irritaUe 
period,  when  the  Protestant  religion  was  assailed  in 
proportion  to  its  excellence,  and  when  writers  mistook 
abuse  for  argument,  it  is  delightful  to  think  upon  the 
mild  and  temperate  course  which  this  discreet  metropo- 
litan pursued  !  Even  with  such  arrant  bibliomaniacs  as 
yourselves,  Parker's  reputation  must  stand  as  high  as 
that  attached  to  any  name,  when  I  inform  you  that  of 
his  celebrated  work  upon  the  "  Antiquity  of  the  British 
Church  "  *  are  only  twenty  copies  supposed  to  have  been 

*  This  is  not  the  place  to  enter  minutely  into  a  bibliographical  account  of  the 
above  celebrated  work  ;  such  account  being  with  more  propriety  reserved  for  the 
history  of  our  Ttfpoffraphical  Antiquities.  Yet  a  word  or  two  may  be  here  said 
upon  it,  in  order  that  the  bibliomaniac  may  not  be  wholly  disappointed ;  and 
especially  as  Ames  and  Herbert  have  been  squeamishly  reserved  in  their  comu- 
nications  respecting  the  same.    The  above  volume  is,  without  doubt,  one  of  the 

S 
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printed.  He  had  a  private  press,  which  was  worked  with 
types  cast  at  his  own  expense ;  and  a  more  determined 
book-  fancier,  and  treasurer  of  ancient  lore,  did  not  at 
that  time  exist  in  Great  Britain.     . 


8oaro68t  books  in  existenoe.  It  has  been  intimated  by  Dr.  Drake,  in  the  pretaoe 
of  his  maguifioent  reprint  of  it,  1729,  fol.,  that  only  20  copies  were  struck  off  : 
but,  according  to  Stype,  Parker  tells  Cecil,  in  an  emblazoned  copy  presented  to 
him  by  the  latter,  that  he  had  not  given  the  book  to  four  men  in  the  whole 
realm :  and  peradventure,  added  he,  "  it  shall  never  come  to  sight  abroad, 
though  some  men,  smelling  of  the  printing  of  it,  were  very  desirocis  cravers  of 
the  same.  "  Lift  q/  Parker,  p.  415.  This  certainly  does  not  prove  any  thing  re- 
specting the  number  of  copies  printed  ;  but  it  is  probable  that  Dr.  Drake's  sup- 
position is  not  far  short  of  the  truth.  One  thing  is  remarkable  :  of  all  the  copies 
known,  no  two  are  found  to  accord  with  each  other.  The  archbishop  seems  to 
have  altered  and  corrected  the  sheets  as  they  each  came  from  the  press.  Tlie 
omission  of  the  Archbishop's  own  life  in  this  volume,  as  it  contained  the  biogra- 
phy of  69  archbishops,  exclusively  of  himself,  was  endeavoured  to  be  supplied  l^ 
the  publication  of  a  sharp  satirical  tract,  entitled,  "  Tke  life  qftkeJO  Arekbishop 
of  CaiUerbwry,  prtttnttyt  $iltinge  Englished,  and  to  be  added  to  the  69  laJtdy  setf 
forth  in  Latin,"  dErc,  12mo.,  1574.  After  this  title  page  there  is  another.  "HU- 
triola,  a  little  storye  qf  the  acts  and  life  of  Afathew,  now  Archbuhoppe  of  Canr- 
terb."  This  latter  comprehends  17  leaves,  and  was  written  either  by  the  ardi- 
bishop  himself,  or  by  his  Chaplain  Joscelj-ne ;  but  whether  it  be  at  all  Uke  a 
distinct  printed  folio  tract,  of  twelve  loaves  and  a  half,  which  was  kept  oare- 
fully  undi8i)er8ed  in  the  archbishop's  own  possession,  '  till  his  death — ^being  also  a 
biography  of  Parker—  I  am  not  able  to  ascertain.  The  following  extracts  from. 
it  (as  it  is  a  scarce  little  volume)  may  be  acceptable, 

Arcfibiifiop  Parker*s  early  Studies  and  poputar  Preaching. 

'*  But  now,  he  being  very  well  and  perfectly  instructed  in  the  liberal  sciencea, 
ho  applied  all  his  mind  to  the  study  of  divinity,  and  to  the  reading  of  the  volumes 
of  the  ecclesiastical  fathers ;  and  that  so  eametitly  that,  in  short  space  of  time,  he 
bostowod  his  laboiur  not  unprofitably  in  this  behalf;  for,  after  the  spaceof  fonror 
five  years,  be,  issuing  from  his  secret  and  solitary  study  into  open  practice  in  the 
commonwealth,  proached  every  where  unto  the  people  with  great  commendation ; 
and  that  in  the  most  famous  cities  and  places  of  this  realm,  by  the  aothority  of 
King  Henry  VI II.,  by  whose  letters  patent  this  was  granted  unto  him,  together 
with  the  licouso  of  tho  Archbishop  of  Canterbury.  In  execution  of  this  fimctioii 
of  preaching,  ho  gained  this  commodity  ;  that  the  fame  of  him  came  unto  the 
ears  of  King  Henry,"  &c.  Sign.  A.  iij.  recto. 

His  attention  to  Literature  and  Printing,  <Crc. 

** he  was  very  careful,  and  not  without  some  charges,  to  seek  tho  monu- 
ments uf  former  times ;  to  know  the  religion  of  the  ancient  fathers,  and  those 
especially  which  wero  of  the  English  church.  Therefore  in  seeking  up  the 
Chronicles  of  tho  Britons  and  English  Saxons,  which  lay  hidden  every  where 
contemned  and  buried  in  forgotfulness,  and  through  the  ignorance    of    the 
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Phil.  You  have  called  the  reign  of  Henry  the 
Seventh  the  AuGUSTAN-BooK-ACrE ;  but,  surely,  this  dis- 
tinction is  rather  due  to  the  sera  of  Queen  Elizabeth  ? 


languages  not  well'  underetanded,  his  own  especially,  and  his  mens,  diligcnco 
wanted  not.  And  to  the  end  that  these  antiquities  might  last  long,  and  be 
carefully  k^t,  he  caused  them,  bciug  brought  into  one  place,  to  be  well  houtul 
whI  trimly  covered.  And  yet,  not  so  contented,  he  endeavoured  to  sot  out  in 
print  certain  of  those  ancient  monuments,  wheroof  ho  knew  very  few  examples 
to  be  extant ;  and  which  he  thought  would  be  most  profitable  for  the  posterity, 
to  instruct  them  in*  the  faith  and  religion  of  the  ciders.  [Orig.  'to  instructe 
tham  in  the  faythe  and  religion  off  the  elders.]  Hereupon,  he  caused  the  per- 
petual historiee  of  the  English  affiairs,  by  MaUuetu  ParUiengis,  once  a  monk  of 
Saint  Alban's,  and  Mathizui  Flonlegiu,  a  mouk  of  Saint  Peter  in  Westminster, 
written  in  Latin,  to  be  printed ;  after  he  had  diligently  conferred  them  with  the 
•xainplee  which  he  could  get  in  any  place ;  to  the  end  that,  as  sincerely  as 
might  be,  as  the  authors  first  left  them,  ho  might  deliver  them  into  other  men's 
hands.  Lastlj,  that  he  might  not  be  unmindful  of  those  monuments  which, 
both  in  antiquity,  worthiness,  and  authority,  excelled  all  other,  or  rather  where- 
with none  are  to  be  compared  (I  mean  the  Holy  Scriptures)  here  he  thought  to 
do  great  good  if,  by  his  number,  he  increased  the  Holy  Bible*,  which  shortly 
would  be  wanting  to  many  churches,  if  this  discommodity  wore  not  provided  for 
in  time.  Therefore  it  seemed  good  unto  him,  first,  with  his  learned  servants, 
to  examine  thoroughly  the  Euglish  translation ;  wherein  he  partly  used  the  help 
of  bis  brethren  bishops,  and  other  doctors ;  with  whom  he  dealt  so  diligently  in 
this  matter  that  they  disdained  not  to  be  partners  and  fellows  with  him  of  his 
labor.  And  now  all  their  work  is  set  out  in  very  fair  forms  and  letters  of 
prints"  &0.  Si{fn,  C  rect,  d:  ree. 

Hit  tpori  De  Antiquitaie  Eoclesux  Britannieoe, 

" Much  more  praiseworthy  is  sho  (the  '  Assyrian  Queen  of  Babylon,  *)  than 

he,  whoeoeveir  it  was,  that  of  late  hath  set  forth,  to  the  hurt  of  christian  meu , 
certain  rhapsodies  and  shreds  of  the  old  forworn  stories,  almost  forgotten — ^had 
he  not  (Parker)  now  lately  awakened  them  out  of  a  dead  sleep,  and  newly  sewed 
them  together  in  one  book  printed ;  whose  glorious  life  promisetli  not  mountains 
of  gold,  as  that  silly  heathen  woman's  (the  aforesaid  Queen)  tomb,  but  beareth 
Christ  in  the  brow,  and  is  honested  with  this  title  in  the  front,  '  De  Antiquitate,' 
Jm."  Sign.  C.  iiij.  rev.  The  satirical  part,  beginning  with  "  To  the  Christian 
Reader,"  follows  the  biography  from  which  these  extracts  have  been  taken.  It 
remains  to  observe,  that  our  Archbishop  was  a  bibliomaniac  of  the  very  first 
order ;  and  smitten  with  every  thing  attached  to  a  Book,  to  a  degree  beyond 
any  thing  exhibited  by  his  contemporaries.  Parker  did  not  scruple  to  tell  Cecil 
that  he  kept  in  his  house  **  drawers  of  pictures,  wood-cutters,  painters,  limners, 
writers,  and  book-bindeni," — "  one  of  theno  was  Lylyb,  an  excellent  writer,  that 
eould  counterfeit  any  antique  writing.  Him  the  archbishop  customarily  used 
to  make  old  books  compleat,"— &c.  Strijpe*s  Life  q/  Parhtr;  pp.  415,  629. 
Such  was  his  ardour  for  book-collecting  that  ho  had  agents  in  almost  all  places, 
abroad  and  at  home,  for  the  purpose  of  securing  everything  that  was  curioas, 
precious,  and  rare :  and  one  of  these,  of  the  name  of  Batman  (I  suppose  tho 

s  '> 
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Lysand.      Both  periods  merit   the    appellation.      In 
Henry's  time,  the  invention  of  printing  was  of  early 

commentator  upon  Bartholomseua)  "  in  the  space  of  no  more  than  four  yean, 
procured  for  our  archbishop  to  the  number  of  6700  books."  /«{.  p.  528.  The 
riches  of  his  book  bequests  to  Cambridge  are  sufficiently  described  by  Strype ; 
pp.  501,  518,  519,  529,  ftc.  The  domestic  habits  and  personal  appearance  of 
Parker  are  described  by  his  biographer  (p.  504)  as  being  simple  and  grave. 
Notwithstanding  his  aversion  to  wearing  silk,  to  plays  and  jests,  and  hawka  and 
hounds  (even  when  ho  was  a  young  man),  I  take  it  for  granted  he  oonld  have 
no  inward  dislike  to  the  beautiful  and  appropriate  ceremony  which  marked  hie 
consecration,  and  which  is  thus  narrated  by  the  lively  pen  of  Fuller :  "The 
east  part  of  the  chapel  of  Lambeth  was  hung  with  tapestry,  the  floor  spread  with 
red  cloth,  chairs  and  cushions  are  conveniently  placed  for  the  purpoee  :  mcniBg 
prayers  being  solemnly  read  by  Andrew  Peerson,  the  archbishop's  chaplain. 
Bishop  Scort  wont  up  into  the  pulpit,  and  took  for  his  text,  The  Elden  wkUk 
art  among  you  I  exhort,  who  alio  am  an  elder;  and  a  witness  qf  the  tmffaingt 
qf  Christ,  d'c.  Sermon  ended,  and  the  sacrament  administered,  they  prooeed 
to  the  consecration.  The  Archbishop  had  his  rochet  on,  with  Hkrbfobd  ;  and 
the  suffragan  of  Bedford,  Chichestbr,  wore  a  silk  cope ;  and  Covxbdalb  a 
plain  cloth  gown  down  to  his  ancles.  All  things  are  done  conformable  to  the 
book  of  ordination  :  Litany  sung  ;  the  Queen's  patent  for  Parker^s  consecration 
audibly  read  by  Dr.  Vale  :  Ho  is  presented  :  the  oath  of  supremacy  tendered  to 
him ;  taken  by  him  ;  hands  reverently  imposed  on  him ;  and  all  with  prayers 
begun,  continued,  concluded.  In  a  word,  though  here  was  no  theatrical  pomp  to 
made  it  a  popish  pageant ;  though  no  sandals,  gloves,  ring,  staff,  oU,  pall,  ftc., 
were  used  upon  him— yet  there  was  ceremony  enough  to  clothe  his  consecration 
with  decency,  though  not  to  clog  it  with  superstition.'*  Chnrch  Hidor^^  b.  is., 
p.  60.  But  the  virtues  of  the  primate,  however  mild  and  unoetentatious,  were 
looked  upon  with  an  envious  eye  by  the  maligant  observer  of  human  nature ; 
and  the  spontaneous  homage  which  he  received  from  some  of  the  first  noblemen 
in  the  realm  was  thus  lampooned  in  the  satirical  composition  just  before 
noticed : 

Homage  and  Trihite  paid  to  Archbishop  Parker. 

*'  The  next  is,  what  great  tributes  every  made  bishop  paid  him.  How  they 
entertained  his  whole  honsohold  or  court,  for  the  time,  with  sumptuous  feasting. 
How  dearly  they  redeemed  their  own  cloaths,  and  carpets,  at  his  chaplain's 
hands.  What  fees  wore  bestowed  on  his  crucifer,  marshall,  and  other  servants. 
All  which  plentiful  bounty,  or  rather,  he  might  have  said,  largess,  is  shrunk  np, 
he  soith,  to  a  small  sum  of  ten  pounds,  somewhat  beside,  but  veiy  small,  be- 
stowed, he  might  have  said  cast  away,  upon  the  archbishop's  fiamily,  fto. — 
The  same  earl  (of  Gloucester)  must  bo  his  steward  and  chief  cupbearer,  the  day 
of  his  inthronization  :  This  is  not  to  be  called  gracious  Lords,  as  the  Lords  of 
the  earth,  but  this  is  to  be  beyond  all  grace  ;  and  to  be  served  of  these  gracious 
Lords,  and  to  bo  their  Lord  paramount.  In  this  roll  of  his  noble  tenants^  the 
next  ore  the  Lord  Strangways,  the  Earl  of  Oxford,  the  Lord  Daoy,  all  .which 
(saith  he)  owe  service  to  that  Archbishop.  Then  descendeth  he  to  the  gifts  that 
every  his  suffro^n  provincial  bishop  bestowoth  on  him,  in  their  life,  and  at 
their  death  :  some  their  palfrey  with  saddle  and  furniture ;  some  their  zings 


THE  DRAWING  BOOM.  261 

growth ;  but  the  avidity  of  readers  considerable.  The 
presses  of  Rome,  Venice,  and  Paris,  sent  forth  their 
costly  productions ;  and  a  new  light,  by  such  means, 
was  poured  upon  the  darkened  mind.  Our  own  presses 
began  to  contribate  to  the  diSiision  of  this  light ;  and, 
compared  with  the  preceding  part  of  the  fifle^th  cen- 
tury, the  re^  of  Henry  VII.  v/aa  highly  distinguished 
for  its  bibliomaniacal  celebrity.  Undoubtedly,  the  asra 
of  Queen  Elizabeth  was  the  golden  age  of  Biblio- 
maniactsm. 

Do  not  let  me  foi^et,  in  my  rambling  method  of  treat- 
ing of  books  and  book-men,  the  name  and  celebrity  of 
the  renowned  Dr.  John  Dbb.  Let  us  fancy  we  see  him 
in  his  conjuring  cap  and  robes — surrounded  with  astro- 
logical, mathematical,  and  geographical  instruments — 
with  a  profusion  of  Chaldee  characters  inscribed  upon 
vellum  rolls — and  with  bis  celebrated  Glass  suspended 
by  magical  wires.  Let  us  then  follow  him  into  his  study 
at  midnight,  and  view  him  rummaging  bis  books;  con- 

BDd  some  thrir  seals.  Among  tbe  leat,  the  Biihop  ot  fiooheater,  who  ii  there 
called  Bpecially  his  chaplain,  gireth  him  a  braoe  of  dogs.  Theie  be  trim  things 
lor  prelates  to  give  or  receire ;  esp«ciallr  of  them  to  make  sach  account  as  to 
print  them  among  aach  special  prerogatives."  Siyrt.  D.  iiij.  v.  Yet  even  to  this 
libel  was  afflied  ths  following  epitaph  upon  Parker ;  which  shows  that  truth 
"is  great,  and  will  prevail" 

Kitthev  Parker  Unftd  sober  uid  wba 

Lsomod  by  Btadis,  aDd  condnaid]  pi 


Laningi 


,  otTllfen 


D  God  he  mad  hu  enda. 
Let  us  take  leave  of  this  amiable, 
enidJte,  and  truly  exemplary,  ebareoter 
by  contemplating  his  f  eatores — aocording 
to  the  ensuing  cut  ot  Tyeon'i  too-nniile 
of  ths  rare  ancient  print,  preBxel  to 
some  of  the  copies  of  the  A  Htiguity  of 
(As  £riruA  Ckwnk ;  premising  that  tdis 
supposed  original  painting  of  Parlier, 
at  Benet  CoUege,  Cambridge,  fa  nothing 
more  than  one  of  tbe  aforesaid  Boolsnt 
prints,  delioatelf  coloured :  as  a  tasta- 
ful  antiquary,  of  the  first  aathorit;, 
discovered,  and  moolioiied  to  me. 
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templating  the  heavens;  making  calculations;  holding 
converse  with  invisible  spirits ;  writing  down  their 
responses:  anon,  looking  into  his  correspondence  with 
Coimt  a  Lasco  and  the  emperors  Adolphus  and  Maximi- 
lian ;  and  pronouncing  himself,  with  the  most  heartfelt 
complacency,  the  greatest  genius  of  his  age  !*    In   the 

*  Those  who  are  fond  of  copious  biographical  details  of  astrolofcon  and  con- 
jurers will  read,  with  no  small  pleasure  and  ^vidity,  the  long  gossippin^  aooonnt 
of  Dbb,  which  Heame  has  subjoined  to  his  edition  of  John  CcmfroL  Monaek,  de 
rebut  gettis  OUuton.,  vol.  ii.  ;  where  twelve  chapters  are  devoted  to  the  sabject 
of  our  philosopher's  travels  and  hardships.    Meric  Casaubon — ^who  put  forth  a 
pompous  folio  volume  of  "  A  tm€  and  faithful  relation  of  what  patted  for  masMf 
yeert  between  Dr.  John  Dee  and  tome  tpirUt ;"  1659— gravely  assures  us,  in  an 
elaborate,  learned,  and  rather  amusing  preface,  that  the  volume  contains  what 
"  he  thinks  is  not  to  be  paralleled  in  that  kind  by  any  book  that  hath  been  set 
out  io  any  age  to  read  :"  sign  A.    This  is  true  enough ;  for  such  a  farago  of  in- 
congruous, risible,  and  horrible  events,  are  no  where  else  recorded.    *'  None  bat 
itself  can  be  its  parallol."    Casaubon  wrote  a  professed  dissertation  (1052,  8vo.) 
upon  witches,  and  nothing  seemed  to  be  too  unpalatable  for  his  credulity  to  swal- 
low.   A  compressed  and  rather  interesting  account  of  Dee,  who  was  really  the 
weakest  as  well  as  the  ablest  scholar  and  philosopher  of  his  day,  will  be  found 
in  Ashmole's  Tlieatmm  Cfiemiatm,  p.  480.     From  the  substance  of  these  autho- 
rities, the  reader  is  presented  with  the  following  sketch.    The  first  chapter  in 
Heame's  publleation,  which  treats  of  the  "  entrance  and  ground  plot  of  his  firrt 
studies,"  informs  us  that  he  bad  received  his  Latin  education  in  London  and 
Chelmsford  :  that  he  was  bom  in  July,  1527,  and  at  15  years  of  age  was  entered 
at  the  University  of  Cambridge,  1542.    In  the  three  following  years,  "so  Tehe- 
montly  was  he  bent  to  study  that,  for  those  years,  he  did  inviolably  keep  this 
order ;  only  to  sleep  4  hoiutt  every  night ;  to  allow  to  meat  and  drink  (and  some 
refreshing  after)  2  hours  every  day  ;  and  of  the  other  18  hours,  all  (excepting  the 
time  of  going  to,  and  being  at,  divine  service)  was  spent  in  his  studies  and  learn- 
ing."   In  May,  1547,  after  having  taken  his  Bachelor's  decree,  he  went  abroad. 
"  And  after  some  months  spent  about  the  Low  Countries,  he  returned  home,  and 
brought  with  him  the  first  astronomer's  staff  in  brass,  that  was  made  of  Gemma 
Frisius  devising  ;  the  two  great  globes  of  Gerardus  Mercator's  making,  and  the 
astronomer's  ring  of  brass,  as  Gemma  Frisius  had  newly  framed  it."    Dee's  head 
now  began  to  run  wild  upon  astronomy,  or  rather  astrology ;  and  the  tremendoos 
assistance  of  the  "  occult  art "  was  called  in  to  give  effect  to  the  lectures  which  he 
read  upon  it  at  home  and  abroad.     "  Ho  did  sot  forth  (and  it  was  seen  of  the 
University)  a  Greek  comedy  of  Aristophanes,  named,  in  Greek,  cip^Kif,  in  Latin, 
Pax;  with  the  performance  of  the  Scarahaus  his  flying  up  to  Jupitei^s  palace, 
with  a  man  and  his  basket  of  victuals  on  his  back:    whereat  was  great  won- 
dering and  many  vain  reports  spread  abroad  of  the  means  how  that  was  effected. 
In  that  college  (Trinity,  for  he  had  now  left  St.  John's),  by  his  advice  and  en- 
deavours, was  their  Christmas  magistrate  first  named  and  confirmed  an  empe- 
ror."   The  first  emperor  of  this  sort,  (whose  name,  it  must  bo  confessed,  is  rather 
uii|)ox>ukLr  in  a  Univorbity)  ho  takes  core  to  inform  us,  "was  one  Mr.  Tbonubs 
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midst  of  these  self-complacent  reveries,  let   us  imagine 
we  see  his  wife  and  little   ones  intruding;  beseeching 


IhM,  a  Tory  goodly  man  of  penon,  stature,  and  complexion,  and  well  learned 
also."  Dee  afterwards  ranks  these  things  among  "  his  boyish  attempts  and  ex- 
ploits scholasticaL"  In  1548  he  was  made  Master  of  Arts,  and  in  the  same  year 
"went  over  beyond  the  seas  again,  and  never  after  that  was  any  more  student  in 
Cambridge."  Abroad,  almost  every  emperor  and  nobleman  of  diBtinction,  ac- 
cording to  his  own  accoimt,  came  to  see  and  hear  him.  "For  recreation,  he 
looked  into  the  method  of  the  civil  law,  and  profitted  therein  so  much  that,  in 
AntinomiU,  imagined  to  be  in  the  law,  he  had  good  hap  to  find  out  (well  allowed 
of)  their  agreements ;  and  also  to  enter  into  a  plain  and  duo  understanding  of 
diverse  civil  laws,  accounted  very  intricate  and  dark.**  At  Paris,  when  he  gave 
lectures  upon  Euclid's  elements,  "  a  thing  never  done  publicly  in  any  university 
in  Christendom,"  his  auditory  in  Rhemes  college  was  so  grea^  and  the  most  part 
elder  than  himself,  that  the  mathematical  schools  could  not  hold  them ;  for  many 
wore  fain,  without  the  schools,  at  the  windows,  to  be  Audilores  ei  Spedatoret,  as 
they  could  best  help  themselves  thereto.  And  by  the  first  four  principal  defini- 
tions representing  to  their  eyes  (which  by  imagination  only  are  exactly  to  be 
conceived)  a  greater  wonder  arose  among  tiie  beholders  than  of  his  ArittopkoMi 
Scambtitu*  mounting  up  to  tho  top  of  Trinity  Hall,  tU  tupra,"  Notwithstanding 
the  tempting  offers  to  cause  him  to  be  domiciled  in  France  and  Germany,  our 
astrologer,  like  a  true  patriot,  declined  them  all.  The  French  king  offered  an 
annual  stipend  of  200  fVench  crowns ;  a  Monsieur  Babeu,  Monsieur  de  Bohan, 
and  Monsieur  de  Monluc,  offered  still  g^reater  sums,  but  were  all  refused.  In 
Germany  he  was  tempted  with  the  yearly  salary  of  8000  dollars;  "and  lastly, 
by  a  messenger  from  the  Russie  or  Muscovite  Emperor,  purpotdly  sent  with  a 
very  rich  present  unto  him  at  Trebona  castle,  and  with  provision  for  the  whole 
journey  (being  above  1200  miles  from  the  castle  where  he  lay)  of  his  coming  to 
his  court  at  Moscow,  with  his  wife,  children,  and  whole  family,  there  to  enjoy  at 
his  imperial  hands  2000Ub.  sterling  yearly  stipend ;  and  of  his  Protector  yearly 
a  thousand  rubles  ;  with  his  diet  also  to  be  allowed  him  free  out  of  the  emperor's 
own  kitchen  :  and  to  be  in  dignity  with  authority  amongst  the  highest  sort  of  the 
nobility  there,  and  of  his  Privy  Counsellors."— But  idl  this  was  heroically  de- 
clined by  our  patriotic  philosopher.  Lord  Pembroke  and  Lord  Leicester  intro- 
duced Dee  to  the  notice  of  Q.  Elizabeth,  before  her  coronation.  At  which  time 
her  Majesty  used  these  words—"  Where  my  brother  hath  ffivea  him  a  ermm,  I 
will  glee  him  a  noble  /"  Before  the  accession  of  Elisabeth,  he  was  imprisoned 
on  being  accused  of  destroying  Queen  Mary  by  enchantment.  "The  Queen 
Elizabeth  herself  became  a  prisoner  in  the  same  place  (Hampton  Court)  shortly 
afterwards ;  and  Dee  had  for  be<if ellow  one  Bortholet  Green,  who  was  afterwards 
burnt.**  Dee  himself  was  examined  by  BiKhop  Bonner.  On  the  deanery  of 
Gloucester  becoming  void  in  1564,  Dee  was  nominated  to  fill  it :  but  the  same 
deanery  was  afterwards  bestowe<l  on  Mr.  Man,  who  was  sent  into  Spain  in  her 
Majesty's  service.  "  And  now  this  Lent,  1594,  when  it  became  void  again  (says 
Dee),  I  made  a  motion  for  it,  but  I  came  too  late ;  for  one  that  might  spend  400 
or  500  lib.  a  year  already,  had  more  need  of  it  than  I  belike ;  or  eke  this  former 
gift  was  but  words  only  to  me,  and  the  fruit  ever  due  to  others,  that  can  espy 
and  catch  better  than' I  for  those  85  years  could  do."    Mistris  Blanche  &  Parry 
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him  to  bum  his  books  and  instruments ;    and  reminding 
him  that  there  was  neither  a  silver  spoon,  nor  a  loaf  of 


came  to  bis  hoose  with  an  offer  from  the  Queen  of  "any  eodeiiastioal  dignity 
within  her  kingdom,  being  then,  or  shortlj  becoming,  void  and  vaoant  ** — ^bot 
"Dee*8  most  humble  and  thankful  answer  to  her  Msgesty,  by  the  tame  meMen- 
ger,  was  that  eura  aMimarum  annexa  did  terrific  him  to  deal  with."     He  waa 
next  promised  to  "have  of  her  Majesty's  gift  other  eodesiastioal  liYings  and 
revenues  (without  care  of  souls  annexed)  as  in  her  Ifajesty's  books  were  rated 
at  two  hundred  poimds  yearly  revenue ;  of  which  her  ICajesty's  gift  be  nefrer  aa 
yet  had  any  one  penny."    In  Oct.  1578,  he  had  a  oonsultatiim  with  Hr.  Doctor 
Bayly,  her  Majesty's  physician,    "about  her   Majestie's  grievona  pangs  and 
pains  by  reason  of  the  toothake  and  rheum,"  &c    "  He  set  down  in  writing^ 
with  hydrographical  and  geographical  description,  what  he  then  had  to  aay  or 
shew,  as  concerning  her  Majesty's  title  royal  to  any  foreign  countries.    Whereof 
two  parchment  great  rolls  full  written,  of  about  zn  white  yellum  skihb^  were 
good  witnesses  upon  the  table  before  the  commissioners."    Dee  had  refused  an 
hundred  pounds  for  these  calligraphical  laboius.  A  list  of  his  printed  and  nnprintsd 
works :  the  former  8  (ending  with  the  year  1578),  the  latter  36  (ending  with  the 
year  1592),  in  number.    Anno  1563,  JuUi  ultimo,  the  Earl  of  Leioester  and  Lord 
Laskey  invited  themselves  to  dine  with  Dee  in  a  day  or  two ;  but  our  astrologsr 
"  confessed  sincerely  that  he  was  not  able  to  prepare  them  a  convenient  dinner, 
unless  he  should  presently  sell  some  of  his  plate  or  some  of  his  pewter  for  iL 
Whereupon,"  continues  Dee,   "her  Majesty  sent  unto  me  very  rojraUy  witidn 
one  hour  after  forty  angels  of  gold,  from  Sion ;  whither  her  Majesty  was  now 
come  by  water  from  Greenwich."    A  little  before  Christmas,  1599,  Dee  mentioas 
Apnmite  of  anol^or  royal  donation  of  100^— "which  intent  and  promiaey  some 
once  or  twice  after,  as  he  came  in  her  MBJesty*s  sight,  she  repeated  unto  him ; 
and  thereupon  sent  unto  hvm  Jifty  poundt  to  keep  his  Chriptmas  with  that  year 
— but  what,  says  he,  is  become  of  the  other  fifty,  truly  I  cannot  tell !    If  her 
Mc^esty  can,  it  is  sufficient;    'Saiit,  did,  modd,  tatit  bene,  must  I  my,'"    In 
1591,   his  patroness,  the  Countess  of  Warwick,   made  a  powerful  diversion  at 
Court  to  secure  for  him  the  mastership  of  St.  Cross,  then  filled  by  Dr.  Bennett 
who  was  to  be  made  a  bishop.— The  'queen  qualified  her  promise  of  De^s 
having  it  with  a  nota  bene,  if  he  thojdd  he  fit  for  %L    In  1592,  the  Arohblahop  of 
Canterbury  openly  "  affirmed  that  the  mastership  of  St  Crosse  was  a  living  most 
fit  for  him  ;    and  the  Lord  Treasurer,  at  Hampton  Court,  lately  to  Mw*«<»i^ 
declared,  and  with  his  hand  very  earnestly  smitten  on  his  breast  used  these  very 
words  to  him — *  By  myfaiik,  if  her  Majestic  be  moved  in  it  by  any  other  for 
you,  I  will  do  what  I  can  with  her  Majestic  to  pleasure  you  therein,  Mr.  Dee." 
But  it  is  time  to  gratify  the  Bibuomaniao  with  something  more  to  his  palate. 
Here  followeth,  therefore,   as  drawn  up  by  our  philosopher  himself,  an  ao- 
count  of 

Dee's  Libbabt  : 

"4000    Fo/umet— printed   and  uoprinted— bound  and  unbound— valued   at 
2000  lib. 

1  Greek,  2  French,  and  1  High  Dutch,  volumes  of  MbS.,  alone  worth  533  lib. 
40  years  in  getting  those  books  together." 
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breads  in  the  cupboard.  Alas,  poor  Dbe! — thou  wert 
the  dupe  of  the  people  and  of  the  Court :  and,  although 
Meric  Casaubon  has  enshrined  thy  conjurations  in  a 
pompous  folio  volume,  thy  name,  I  fear,  will  only 
live  in  the  memory  of  bibliomaniacs ! 


Appertaining  thereto, 

Sundry  rare  and  ex^UiUly  made  McUkemaUeal  InttrumenU, 

A  radiiu  Attronomicvt,  ten  feet  long. 

A  Magnet  Stone,  or  Loadttone  ;  of  great  virtue—"  which  was  sold  oat  of  the 
library  for  v  shilL  and  for  it  afterwards  (yea  pieoe-meal  divided)  was  more  than 
XX  lib.  given  in  money  and  value." 

"A  great  case  or  frame  ctf  boxes,  wherein  some  hundreds  of  very  rare  evi- 
dences of  divers  Irelandish  territories,  provinces,  and  lands,  were  laid  up. 
Which  territories,  provinces,  and  lands  were  therein  notified  to  have  been 
in  the  hands  of  some  of  the  ancient  Irish  princes.  Then,  their  submissions  and 
tributes  agreed  upon,  with  seals  appendant  to  the  little  writings  thereof  in 
parchment:  and  after  by  some  of  those  evidences  did  it  appear  how  some  of 
those  lands  came  to  the  Lascies,  the  Mortuomara,  the  Burghs,  the  Clares,*'  &c 

"A  box  df  Evidences  antient  of  some  Welch  princes  and  noblemen — ^the  like 
of  Norman  donation — their  peculiar  titles  noted  on  the  forepart  with  chalk 
only,  which  on  the  poor  boxes  remaineth."  This  box,  with  another,  containing 
similar  deeds,  were  embezsled. 

''One  great  bladder  with  about  4  pound  weight,  of  a  very  sweetish  thing, 
like  a  brownish  gum  in  it,  artificially  prepared  by  thirty  times  purifying  of  it, 
hath  more  than  I  could  well  afford  him  for  100  crownes  ;  as  may  be  proved  hj 
witnesses  yet  living." 

To  these  he  adds  his  three  Laboratories,  **  serving  for  Pyrotechnia"— which  he 
got  together  after  20  years*  labour.  "  All  which  furniture  and  provision,  and 
many  things  already  prepared,  is  unduly  made  away  from  me  by  sundry  meanes, 
and  a  few  spoiled  or  broken  vessels  remain,  hardly  worth  40  shillings.**  But  one 
more  feature  in  poor  Dee's  character— and  that  is  his  unparalleled  serenity  and 
good  nature  under  the  most  griping  misfortunes— remains  to  be  described :  and 
then  we  may  take  farewell  of  him,  with  aching  hearts.  In  the  10th  chapter, 
speaking  of  the  wretched  poverty  of  himself  and  family — {'*  having  not  one 
penny  of  certain  fee,  revenue,  stipend,  or  pension,  either  left  him  or  restored 
unto  him/') — Dee  says  that  "he  has  been  constrained  now  and  then  to  send 
parcels  of  his  little  furniture  of  plate  to  pawn  upon  usury  ;  and  that  he  did  so 
oft,  till  no  more  could  be  sent.  After  the  same  manner  went  his  wives'  jewels 
of  gold,  rings,  bracelets,  chains,and  other  their  rarities,  under  the  thraldom  of 
the  usurer's  gripes  :  'till  non  plus  was  written  upon  the  boxes  at  home."  In  the 
11th  chapter,  he  anticipates  the  dreadful  lot  of  being  brought  "  to  the  stepping 
out  of  doors  (his  house  being  sold).  He,  and  his,  with  bottles  and  wallets 
furnished,  to  become  wanderers  as  homish  vagabonds ;  or,  as  banished  men,  to 
forsake  the  kingdom  I"  Again  :  "with  bloody  tears  of  heart,  he,  and  his  wife, 
their  seven  children,  and  their  servant  (seventeen  of  them  in  aU),  did  that  day 
make  their  petition  unto  their  honouns,"  &c.  Can  human  misery  be  sharper  than 
this— and  to  be  the  lot  of  a  philosopher  and  bibliomaniac  ?  I    But  "  veiviet 

FBLICIUSJSVUM. 
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Of  a  wholly  different  cast  of  character  and  of  reading 
was  the  renowned  Captain  Cox  of  Coventry.  How 
many  of  Dee's  magical  books  he  had  exchanged  for  the 
pleasanter  magic  of  Old  Ballads  and  Romances,  I  will 
not  take  upon  me  to  say;  but  that  this  said  biblio- 
maniacal  Captain  had  a  library,  which,  even  from 
Master  Laneham's  imperfect  description  of  it,*  I  should 


*  Let  UB  be  introduced  to  the  sprightly  figure  and  expression  of  character  of 
this  renowned  Coventry  captain,  before  we  speak  particularly  of  his  library. 
Captain  Cox  (says  the  above-mentioned  Master  Laneham)  came  marching  on 
valiantly  before,  clean  trust  and  gartered  above  the  knee,  all  fresh  in  a  velvet 
cap  (Master  Golding  a  lent  it  him),  flourishing  with  his  ton  sword ;  and  another 
fence  master  with  him :"  p.  39.  A  little  before,  he  is  thus  described  as  coi^ 
nected  with  his  library  :  "And  first,  Captain  Coz  ;  an  odd  man,  I  promise  you  : 
by  profession  a  mason,  and  that  right  skilful :  very  cunning  in  fens  (fencing) ; 
and  hardy  as  Oawin ;  for  his  ton  sword  hangs  at  his  table's  end.  Great  over- 
sight hath  he  in  matters  of  story  :  for  as  for  King  Arlhur*8  Book,  Huon  of 
Bourdeattx,  the  Four  Sont  of  A  ymcn,  Bevys  of  Hampton,  The  Squyre  of  Low 
Ikgrtc,  The  KnigU  of  CurUty,  and  the  Lady  Fa^nel,  Frederick  of  Oene,  Syr 
Uglamour,  Syr  Tryamour,  Syr  Lanmrell,  Syr  Isenbrat,  Syr  Oawyn,  Olyver  of  the 
CoiAl,  Lwerts  and  Eu.i'ialMf  Vii-ffiTt  Life,  the  CaUl  of  Ladies,  the  Widow  Edyth, 
the  King  and  the  Tanner,  Frier  Routt,  Bowlegla^,  Oarganiua,  Robin  Hood,  Adam 
Bel,  Clint  on  the  Clough,  and  William  of  Cloudfley,  the  Churl  and  Vte  Burd,  the 
Seaven  Wise  MaMers,  the  Wife  lapt  in  a  MoreCs  shin,  the  Sakful  of  Nvjez,  the 
Sergeaunt  that  became  a  Fryar,  Skogan,  Collyn  Cloout,  the  Fi-yar  and  the  Boy, 
ElfMtr  Rumming,  and  the  Nuthrooun  Maid,  with  many  more  than  I  rehearse 
here.  I  believe  he  has  them  all  at  his  finger's  ends,"  p.  36.  The  preceding  is 
a  list  of  the  worthy  Captain's  Romances  ;  some  of  which,  at  least  in  their  ori- 
ginal shape,  were  unknown  to  Bitson  :  what  would  be  the  amount  of  their 
present  produce  under  the  hammer  of  those  renowned  black-letter-book 
auctioneers  in  King-street,  Coveut  Garden— ?  Speak  we,  in  the  next  place,  of 
the  said  military  bibliomaniac's  collection  of  books  in  *'  philosophy  moral  and 
NATURAL."  "  Beside  Poetry  and  Astivnomy,  and  other  hid  sciences,  as  I  may 
guess  by  the  omberty  of  his  books  :  whereof  part  are,  as  I  remember,  Tfie  Shep' 
herds  Kalendar,  the  Ship  of  Fools,  Daniel's  Dreams,  tJie  Booh  of  Fortune,  Stans, 
puer  ad  mentam,  the  l>ye  way  to  the  Spitl-house,  Juliun  of  Brainfords  Testament, 
the  Castle  of  Lave,  tlie  Booget  of  Demaunds,  the  Hundred  Mery  Tales,  t/te  Booh 
qf  Riddels,  Vie  Seaven  Sorows  of  Wemen,  tlte  Frond  Wives*  Pater-Noste);  t/ie 
Chapman  of  a  Penniworth  of  Wit :  Beside  bis  aunciknt  plats  ;  Vouth  and 
Chariiee,  Hihshorner,  Nugize,  Impacieni  Poverty,  and  herewith  Doctor  Boards 
Breviary  of  Health,  What  should  I  rehearse  here,  what  a  bunch  of  *Ballai>s 
AND  SONGS,  all  ancient!  ! — Here  they  come,  gentle  reader  ;  lift  up  thine  eyen 
and  marvel  while  thou  dost  peruse  the  same :  Broom  Broom  on  Hill,  So  wo  is 
me  began,  trolly  lo  Over  a  Whinny  Meg,  Hey  ding  a  ding.  Bony  lass  upon  a 
giten,  My  bony  on  gave  me  a  beh.  By  a  bank  <u  I  lay  ;  and  two  more  he  hath  fair 
wrapt  up  in  parchment,  and  bound  with  a  whipcord  !"  It  is  no  wonder  that 
Ritson,  in  the  historical  essay  prefixed  to  his  collection  of  ScoUiaft  Songs,  should 
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have  preferred  to  the  four  thousand  volumes  of  Dr. 
John  Dee,  is  most  nuquestionable. 

We  now  approach  two  characters  of  a  more  dignified 
cast;  and  who^  in  every  respect,  must  be  denominated 
the  greatest  bibliomaniacs  of  the  age :  I  mean  Sir 
Robert  Cotton  and  Sir  Thomas  Bodley.  We  will 
touch  upon  them  separately. 

The  numerous  relics  which  are  yet  preserved  of  the 
Cottonian  Collection,  may  serve  to  convey  a  pretty  strong 
ideaof  its  splendour  and  perfection  in  its  original  shape. 
Cotton  had  all  the  sagacity  and  judgment  of  Lord  Coke, 
with  a  more  beautifully  polished  mind,  and  a  more 
benevolent  heart.  As  to  books,  and  book  men,  he  was 
the  Mecaenas*   of  his  day.    His   thirst    for   knowledge 

speak  of  some  of  these  ballads  with  a  zest  as  if  he  would  have  sacrificed  half  his 
library  to  untie  the  said  "whipcord"  packet.  And  equally  joyous,  I  ween, 
would  my  friend  Mr.  B.  H.  Evans,  of  Pall-Mall,  have  been — during  his  editorial 
labours  in  publishing  a  new  edition  of  his  father's  collection  of  Ballads — (an 
edition,  by  the  bye,  which  gives  us  more  of  the  genuine  spirit  of  the  Cozbaji 
COLLECTION  than  any  with  which  J  am  acquainted) — equally  joyous  would  Mr. 
Evans  have  been  to  have  had  the  inspection  of  some  of  these  'bonny*  songs. 
The  late  Duke  of  Roxbuigh,  of  never-dying  bibliomaniacaJ  celebrity,  would  have 
parted  with  half  the  insignia  of  his  order  of  the  Oarter  to  have  obtained  clean 
oriffi^ial  copiet  of  these  fascinating  efiFusions  I  But  let  us  return,  and  take  farewell 
of  Captain  Cox,  by  noticing  only  the  remaining  department  of  his  library,  as 
described  by  Laneham.  ''.As  for  Almanacs  of  antiquity  (a  point  for  Ephe- 
merides)  I  ween  he  can  shew  from  Jasper  Laei  of  ArUwerp,  unto  Nottradam  xtf 
FrauM,  and  thence  unto  our  John  Seatrit  of  Salisbury.  To  stay  ye  no  longer 
herein  (concludes  Laneham)  I  dare  say  he  hath  as  fair  a  library  of  these 
sciences,  and  as.  many  goodly  monuments  both  in  prose  and  poetry,  and  at 
afternoon  can  talk  as  much  without  book,  as  any  innholder  betwixt  Brentford  and 
Bagshot,  what  degree  soever  he  be."  A  Letter  wherein  part  of  the  Bntertainment 
wUoo  the  Qutenz  Majesty  at  KilUngwoorth  Castl  in  Warviek-Sfieer,  in  this 
Soomerz  Progrest,  1675,  is  siffneHed :  Warwick,  1784,  8vo.  0  rabs  Captain 
Cox! 

*  There  are  few  eminent  characters  of  whom  so  many,  and  such  ably-exeouted, 
memoirs  are  extant  as  of  SiB  Robert  Cotton,  Knt.  In  the  present  place 
we  have  nothing  to  do  with  his  academical  studies,  his  philosophical,  or  legislative, 
or  diplomatic,  labours  :  literature  and. Z^i;  Madness  are  our  only  subjects  of 
discussion.  Yet  those  who  may  wish  for  more  general,  and  possibly  more 
interesting,  details,  may  examine  the  authorities  referred  to  by  Mr  Planta  in  his 
very  excellent  Catalogue  cf  tJu  MSS.  in  the  Cottonian  Library,  1802,  folio.  Sir 
Robert  Cotton  was  educated  at  Trinity-College,  Cambridge.  The  number  of 
curious  volumes,  whether  in  the  roman,  gothic,  or  italic  type,  which  he  in  all 


268  THE  DRAWING  ROOM. 

could  never  be  satiated ;  and  the  cultivation  of  the  mind 
upon  the  foundation  of  a  good  heart,  he  considered  to 

probability  collected  during  his  residence  at  the  uniyersity,  has  not  yet  been 
ascertained ;  but  we  know  that,  when  he  made  his  antiquarian  tour   with  the 
famous  Camden,  ("  par  nobile  fratrum  ! ")  in  his  29th  year.  Cotton  must  have 
greatly  augmented  his  literary  treasures,  and  returned  to  the  metropolis  with  a 
sharpened  appetite,  to  devour  every  thing  in  the  shape  of  a  book.     Bieq>eoted 
by  three  sovereigns,  Elisabeth,  James,  and  Charles,  and  admired  by  aU  the 
literati  in  Europe,  Sir  Robert  saw  himself  in  as  eminent  a  situation  as  wealth, 
talents,  taste,  and  integrity  can  place  an  individual    His  collection  of  books 
increased  rapidly  ;  but  MS.  records,  deeds,  and  charters,  were  the  chief  objeols 
of  his  pursuit.    His  mansion  was  noble,  his  library  extensive,  and  his  own  man- 
ners such  as  conciliated  the  esteem  of  almost  every  one  who  approached  him. 
Dr.  Smith  has  well  described  our  illustrious  bibliomaniac,  at  this  golden  period 
of  his  life :    "  Ad  Cottoni  eades,  tanquam  ad  communem  reconditioris  dootrins 
apothecam,  sive  ad  novam  Academiam,  quotquot  animo  paulo  erectiori  musis  et 
gratiis  litaverint,  sese  recepere,   nullam  a  viro  humanissimo  repnlsam  psssoii: 
quippe  idem  literas  bonas  promovendi  studium  erat  omni    auctoramento  longs 
potentius.    Noc  ista  obvia  morum  facilitas,    qua   omnes  bonos  erudittonlsqQS 
candidatos  comploxus  est,  quicquara  reverential  qua  vioissim  iUe  oolebatnr,  ds- 
trazerat :  potius,  omnium,  quos  familiari  sermone,  repititisque  coUoquiis  djgnari 
placuit,  in  se  amores  et  admirationem  hac  insigni  nature  benignitate  excitavit.'' 
Vit.  Bob.  Cottoni,  p.  xxiv.,  prefixed  to  the  Catalogus  Librorum  MoHuaeriptanim 
Bibl,  CoU.,  1696,  folio.    Sir  Robert  was,  however,  doomed  to  have  the  evening  of 
his  life  clouded  by  one  of  those  crooked  and  dieiastrous  events,  of  which  it  Is  now 
impossible  to  trace  the  correct  cause,  or  affix  the  degree  of  ignominy  attached 
to  it,  on  the  head  of  its  proper  author.     Human  nature  has  few  blacker  instanoss 
of  turpitude  on  record  than  that  to  which  our  knight  fell  a  victim.    In  the 
year  1615,  some  wretch  communicated  to  the  Spanish  ambassador  "the  Tiloabls 
state  papers  in  his  library,  who  caused  them  to  be  copied  and  translated  into  the 
Spanish :"    these  papers  were  of  too  much  importance  to  be  made  public;  and 
James  the  1st  had  the  meanness  to  issue  a  commission  '*  which  excluded  Sir 
Robert  from  his  own  library."    The  storm  quickly  blew  over,  and  the  sunshine 
of  Cotton's  integrity  diffused  around  its  wonted  brilliancy.    But  in  the  year  1629, 
another  mischievous  wretch  propagated  a  report  that  Sir  Robert  had  been  privy 
to  a  treasonable  publication  :  because,  forsooth,  the  original  tracts  from  whieh 
this  treasonable  one  bad  been  taken,  was,  in  the  year   1613,  without  the  know* 
ledge  of  the  owner  of  the  library,  introduced  into  the  Cottonian  collection.    This 
wretch,under  the  abused  title  of  librarian,  had,  "  for  pecuniary  considerationB,'' 
the  baseness  to  suffer  one  or  more  copies  of  the  pamphlet  of  1613  (writtten  at 
Florence  by  Dudley,  Duke  of  Northumberland,  under  a  loss  offensive  title)  to  be 
taken,  and  in  consequence  printed.    Sir  Robert  was  therefore  again  singled  out 
for  royal  vengeance :  his  library  was  put  under  sequestration  ;  and  the  owner 
forbidden  to  enter  it.    It  was  in  vain  that  his  complete  innocence  was  vindicated. 
To  deprive  such  a  man  as  Cotton  of  the  ocular  and  manual  comforts  of  his 
library — to  suppose  that  bo  could  be  happy  in  the  most  splendid  drawing  room 
in  Europe,  without  his  books — is  to  suppose  what  our  experience  of  virtuous 
bibliomaniacs  will  not  permit  us  to  accede  to.    In  consequence.    Sir  Robert 
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^  the  highest   distinction,    and    the    most   permanent 

^dight,  of  human  beings.    Wealth,  pomp,  parade,  and 

Utles,  were  dissipated,  in  the  pure   atmosphere   of  his 

luind  before  the  invigorating  sun  of  science  and  learning. 

He  knew  that  the  tomb  which  recorded  the  worth  of  the 

deceased  had  more  honest  tears  shed  upon  it   than  the 

IN>mpoiis  mausoleum   which  spoke  only  of  his  pedigree 

and  possessions.    Accordingly,  although  he  had  excellent 

Uood  flowing  in    his   veins.   Cotton  sought  connection 

with  the  good  rather  than  with  the  great ;  and  where  he 

found  a  cultivated  understanding,   and  an  honest  heart, 

Uu«d  to  his  friends,  ''that  they  had  broken  his  heart  who  had  locked  up  his 
VhoBTj  from  him :"  -which  dedaration  he  solemnly  repeated  to  the  Privy  Council. 
Ii  tbe  y«ar  1631,  this  great  and  good  man  dosed  his  eyes  for  ever  upon  mortal 
MtDfls;  upon  those  whom  he  gladdened  by  his  benevolenoe,   and   improved 
liy  his  wisdom.    Such  was  the  man,  of  whom  Gale  has  thus  eloquently  spoken  : 
— "  quiaqiUB  bona  fide  Historiam  nostram  per  omne  sBvum  ezplicare  sataget, 
BnUiim    landatom  Scriptorem  k  se  desideiari  ezoptarique  posse,  quern  Cotto- 
naxua  flle  inoomparabilis  thesaurus  promptissime  non  exhibebit :  Ea   est,   et 
>P«r  fait,  nobilis   Domus  eigo  literatos  indolgentia — Hujus  fores   (ut  illsB 
I,  i^d   Pindarum)  omnibus  patent.    Testes  apello  Theologos,  Anti- 
Joiisconsultos,  Bibliopolas ;  qui  quidem  onmes,  ex  Cottoniana  Biblio- 
^haesiy  tanqoam  ex  perenni,  sed  et  communi  fonte,  sine  impensis  et  molestlA, 
*haiidk  Jhanserunt."  Rer.  Anglic  Script  Vet.,  vol.  l,  prsaf.,  p.  8.  The  loss  of  such 
^  ^hanMster— the  deprivation  of  such  a  patron — made  the  whole  sodety  of  book- 
*"^^*ofeors  tremble  and  turn  pale.    Men  began  to  look  sharply  into  their  libraries, 
iBBi  to  cast  a  distrustful  eye  upon  those  who  came  to  consult  and  to  copy :  for 
^  Bpiiit  of  Cotton,  like  the  ghost  of  Hamlet's  father,  was  seen  to  walk,  before 
m^-erow,  tlong  the  galleries  and  balconies  of  great  collections,  and  to  bid  the 
o*iMin  of  them  "  remember  and  beware  "  ! — But  to  return.    The  library  of  this 
^''^^ogtiished  bibliomaniac  continued  under  sequestration  some  time  after  his 
^**^  and  was  preserved  entire,  with  difficulty,  during  the  shock  of  the  civil 
W*<    In  the  year  1712,  it  was  removed  to  Essex  House,  in  Essex-street,  Strand, 
«te«  It  ooDtinued  till  the  year  1730,  when  it  was  conveyed  back  to  Westminster, 
isddepodted  in  Little  Dean's  Yard.    In  October,  1781,  broke  out  that  dreadful 
fil«,  which  Hetme  {Benedict,  Abbot.,  vol.  i.,  prmf.  p.  xvi.)  so  pathetically  deplores ; 
•ad  in  which  the  nation  so  generally  sympathized — as  it  destroyed  and  mutilated 
pMBJpndouB  volumes  of  this  collection.    Out  of  958  volumes,  97  were  destroyed, 
tadlOSdamsged.    In  the  year  1758  the  library,  to  the  honour  of  the  age,  and 
^Um  only  atonement  which  could  bo  made  to  the  injured  name  of  Cotton,  as 
^^  »  to  the  effectual  laying  of  his  perturbed  spirit — was  purchased  by  par- 
lIsMOt)  and  transported  within  the  quiet  and  congenial  abode  of  the  BRmsH 
ICunuif:  aodheremay  it  rest,  unabused,  for  revolving  ages!    The  collection 
fKW  eontams  26,000  articles.    Consult  Mr.  Planta's  neatly  written  preface  to  the 
caUkgoe  of  the  same  ;  vide  p.  89,  267,  ante.    And  thus  take  we  leave  of  the 
tfraMumorable  bibliomaniac.  Sir  Robert  Cotton,  Knt. 
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there  he  carried  with  him  his  Lares,  and  made  another's 
abode  his  own. 

Equally  celebrated  for  literary  zeal,  and  yet  more  for 
bibliomaniacal  enthusiasm,  was  the  famous  Sir  Thomas 
Bod  ley;  whose  account  of  himself,  in  Prince's  Worthies 
oj  Devon,  and  particularly  in  one  of  Heame's  publica- 
Horn,*  can  never  bo  read  without  transport  by  an  affec- 


*  There  are  few  subjeots— to  the  bibliomaniac  in  general — and  portionlarly  to 
one,  who,  like  the  autiior  of  this  work,  numbers  himself  among  the  dutifbl  sons 
of  tiie  FAIR  Oxonian  mother— that  can  afford  a  higher  gratification  than  the 
history  of  the  Bodlrian  libbabt,  which,  like  Virgil's  description  of  fame, 

"Soon  grew  flpom  pigmy  to  gigantic  stxe." 

The  reader  is  therefore  here  informed,  as  a  necessary  preliminary  piece  of  Intel- 
ligenoe,  that  the  present  note  will  be  more  monstrous  than  any  preceding  one  of 
a  similar  nature.  Let  him,  however,  take  courage,  and  only  venture  to  dip  his 
feet  in  the  margin  of  the  lake,  and  I  make  little  doubt  but  that  he  will  joyfully 
plunge  in,  and  swim  across  it.  Of  the  parentage,  birth,  and  education  of  Bodley 
there  seems  to  be  no  necessity  for  entering  into  the  detaiL  The  monument  which 
he  has  erected  to  his  memory  is  lofty  enough  for  every  eye  to  behold ;  and  there, 
upon  may  be  read  the  things  most  deserving  of  being  known.  How  long  the 
subject  of  his  beloved  library  bad  occupied  his  attention  it  is  perhaps  of  equal 
difficulty  and  uniyiportance  to  know ;  but  bis  determination  to  carry  this  noble 
plan  into  effect  is  thus  pleasingly  communicated  to  us  by  his  own  pen  :  "  when  I 
had,  I  say,  in  this  manner,  represented  to  my  thoughts,  my  peculiar  estate,  I  re- 
solved thereupon  to  possess  my  soul  in  peace  all  the  residue  of  my  days ;  to  take 
my  full  farewell  of  state  employments ;  to  satisfy  my  mind  with  that  mediocrity 
of  worldly  living  that  I  have  of  my  own,  and  so  to  retire  mo  from  the  Court; 
which  was  the  epilogue  and  end  of  all  my  actions  and  endeavours,  of  any  im- 
portant note,  tUl  I  came  to  the  age  of  fifty-three  years." — "  Examining  exactly, 
for  the  rest  of  my  life,  what  course  I  might  take ;  and,  having,  as  I  thought^ 
sought  all  the  ways  to  the  wood,  I  concluded,  at  the  last,  to  set*  up  my  staff  at 
THE  LIBRARY  DOOR  IN  OxoN,  being  thoroughly  persuaded,  in  my  solitude  and 
surcease  from  the  commonwealth  affairs,  I  could  not  busy  myself  to  better  pur- 
pose than  by  reducing  that  place  (which  then  in  every  part  lay  ruinated  and 
waste)  to  the  public  use  of  Students."  Prince's  WorihUt  of  Devon,  p.  95,  edit.  1810. 
Such  being  the  reflections  and  determination  of  Sir  Thomas  Bodley,  he  thus 
yentured  to  lay  open  his  mind  to  the  heads  of  tho  University  of  Oxford : 

"  To  die  Vice-Chaneellor  {Dr.  RavU)  of  Oxoti ;  about  restoHng  the  public  library. 

(This  letter  was  published  in  a  convocation  holdon  March  2,  1597) 
Sir, 

Although  you  know  me  not,  as  I  suppose,  yet  for  the  far- 
thering an  offer,  of  evident  utility,  to  yoiu:  whole  university,  I  will  not  be  too 
scrupulous  in  craving  your  assistance.  I  have  been  always  of  a  mind  that,  if 
God,  of  his  goodness,  should  make  me  able  to  do  any  thing,  for  the  benefit  of 
posterity,  I  would  shew  some  token  of  affection,  that  I  have  over  more  bpme,  to 
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tionate  son  of  our  Oxford  Abna  Mater.  View  this  illus- 
trious bibliomaniac,  with  his  gentleman-like  air,  and 
expressive  countenance,  superintending,  with  the  zeal 
of  a  Custom-house  officer,  the  shipping,  or  rather  barging, 

the  studies  of  good  learaing.  I  know  my  portion  is  too  slender  to  perform,  for 
the  present,  any  answerable  act  to  my  willing  disposition :  but  yet,  to  ootily 
some  part  of  my  desire  in  that  behalf,  I  have  resolved  thus  to  deal.  Where  there 
hath  been  heretofore  a  public  library  in  Oxford,  whioh,  you  know,  is  apparent 
by  the  room  itself  remaining,  and  by  your  statute  records,  I  will  take  the  ehaige 
and  cost  upon  me  to  reduce  it  again  to  his  former  use :  and  to  make  it  fit  and 
handsome,  with  seats,  and  shelves,  and  desks,  and  all  that  may  be  needfull,  to 
stir  up  other  men's  benevolence,  to  help  to  furnish  it  with  books.  And  this  I 
purpose  to  begin,  as  soon  as  timber  can  be  gotten,  to  the  intent  that  yon  may 
reap  some  speedy  profit  of  my  project  And  where  before,  as  I  conceive,  it  was 
to  be  reputed  but  a  store  of  books  of  divers  benefactors,  because  it  never  had 
any  lasting  allowance,  for  augmentation  of  the  number,  or  supply  of  books  do- 
cayed  :  whereby  it  came  to  pass  that,  when  those  that  were  in  being  were  eithw 
wasted  or  embezelled,  the  whole  foundation  came  to  ruin  :— to  meet  with  that 
inconvenience,  I  will  so  provide  hereafter  (if  Qod  do  not  hinder  my  present  de- 
sign) as  you  shall  be  still  assured  of  a  standing  annual  rent,  to  be  disbixrsed  every 
year  in  buying  of  books,  in  officers'  stipends,  and  other  pertinent  occasions,  with 
which  provision,  and  some  order  for  the  preservation  of  the  place,  and  of  tho 
furniture  of  it,  from  accustomed  abuses,  it  may,  perhaps,  in  time  to  come,  prove 
a  notable  treasure  for  the  multitude  of  volumes ;  an  excellent  benefit  for  the  use 
and  ease  of  students  ;  and  a  singular  ornament  in  the  University.  I  am,  there- 
fore, to  intreat  you,  because  I  will  do  nothing  without  their  public  approbation, 
to  deliver  this,  that  I  have  signified,  in  that  good  sort,  that  you  think  meet :  and 
when  you  please  to  let  me  know  their  acceptation  of  my  offer,  I  will  be  ready 
to  effect  it  with  all  convenient  expedition.  But,  for  the  better  effecting  of  it,  I  do 
desire  to  be  informed  whether  the  University  be  sufiiciently  qualified,  by  licence 
of  Mortmain,  or  other  assurance,  to  receive  a  farther  grant  of  any  rent  or  annuity 
than  they  do  presently  enjoy.  And,  if  any  instruments  be  extant  of  the  ancient 
donations  to  their  former  library,  I  would,  with  their  good  liking,  see  a  transcript 
of  them  :  and  likewise  of  such  statutes  as  were  devised  by  the  founders,  or 
afterwards  by  others  for  the  usage  of  the  books.  Which  is  now  as  much  as  I  can 
think  on,  whereunto,  at  your  good  leisure,  I  would  request  your  friendly  answer. 
And,  if  it  lie  in  my  ability  to  deserve  your  pains  in  that  behalf,  although  we  be 
not  yet  abquaintedj^^u  cjiall  find  me  very  forward.  Firom  London,  Feb.  23, 1597. 

Your  affectionate  friend, 

Tho.  Bodlbt." 

In  the  Easter  following,  "  Mr.  Bodley  came  to  Oxford  to  view  the  place  on 
which  he  intended  his  bounty,  and  makhig  them  a  model  of  the  design  with  the 
help  of  Mr.  Saville,  Warden  of  Merton  College,  ordered  that  the  room,  or  place 
of  stowage,  for  books,  should  be  new  planked,  and  that  benches  and  repositories 
fo  books  should  be  setup."  Wood's  Amialsofthe  Unioenity,  vol,  ii.,  pt.  ii.,  p.  920* 
The  worthy  founder  then  pursued  his  epistolary  intercourse  with  the  Vice- 
chancellor  : 
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of  his  books  for  the  g^rand  library  which  is  now  called 
by  his  OWN  name  !  Think  upon  his  activity  in  writing 
to  almost  every  distinguished  character   of  the    realm: 

"  To  Mr.  Vice  Chancellor. 
"Sm, 

I  find  myBelf  greatly  beholden  nnto  you  for  the  speed  thst 
you  have  used  in  proposmg  my  offer  to  the  whole  UniTenity,  which  I  also  hear 
by  diTers  friends  was  gjeatly  graced  in  their  meeting  with  your  ooorteoua  kind 
speeches.  And  though  their  answer  of  acceptance  were  oyer  thankful  and  re- 
speetiye;  yetl  take  it  unto  me  for  a  singnlar  comfort,  that  it  came  for  thai 
affection,  whose  thanks  in  that  behalf  I  do  esteem  a  great  deal  more  than  tibey 
have  reason  to  esteem  a  far  better  offer.  In  which  respect  I  hare  zetunied  my 
dutiful  acknowledgement,  which  I  beseech  you  to  present^  when  you  sball  call  a 
convocation,  about  some  matter  of  greater  moment.  Because  their  letter  was  in 
Laiin,  methought  it  did  enforce  me  not  to  show  myself  a  truant,  by  attempting 
the  like,  with  a  pen  out  of  practice  :  which  yet  I  hope  they  will  ezooaa  with  a 
kind  construction  of  my  meaning.  And  to  the  intent  they  may  pecoeive  that 
my  good  will  is  as  forward  to  perform  as  to  promise,  and  that  I  puipoae  to  shew 
it  to  their  best  oontentation,  I  do  hold  it  veiy  requisite  that  some  few  should  be 
deputed  by  the  rest  of  the  House  to  consider,  for  the  whole,  of  the  flitteet  kind  of 
f acture  of  desks,  and  other  furniture  ;  and  when  I  shall  come  to  Oxford,  wUdi  I 
determine,  Gk>d  willing,  some  time  before  Easter,  I  will  then  acquaint  the  mU 
same  parties  with  some  notes  of  a  platform,  which  I  and  Mr.  Savile  hare  eon- ' 
ceived  here  between  us :  so  that,  meeting  altogether,  we  shall  soon  resolve  upon 
the|best,  as  well  for  shew,  and  stately  form,  as  for  capacity  and  strength,  and  oom- 
modity  of  students.  Of  this  my  motion  I  would  pray  you  to  take  some  notice  in 
particular,  for  that  my  letter  herewith  to  your  public  assembly  doth  refer  itself  in 
part  to  your  delivery  of  my  mind.  My  chief  est  care  is  now,  the  while,  how  to 
season  my  timber  as  soon  as  possible.  For  that  which  I  am  offered  by  the  special 
favour  of  Morton  College,  although  it  were  felled  a  great  while  since,  yet  of  faroa 
it  will  require,  after  time  it  is  sawed,  a  convenient  seasoning ;  least  by  mftlrtng  too 
much  haste,  if  the  shelves  and  seats  should  chance  to  warp,  it  might  prove  to  bo 
an  eye  sore,  and  cost  in  a  manner  cast  away.  To  gain  some  time  in  that  regard, 
I  tiave  already  taken  order  for  setting  sawyers  a- work,  and  for  proouriDg  bo- 
sides  all  other  materials  ;  wherein  my  diligence  and  speed  shall  bear  me  witaeaa 
of  my  willingness  to  accomplish  all  that  I  pretend,  to  every  man's  good  IQdng. 
And  thus  I  leave  and  commend  you  to  Ood's  good  tuition.  From  London, 
March  19,    97 

Your  assured  to  use  in  all  your  occasions, 

I  Tho.  Bodlbt." 

Neither  this  nor  tho  preceding  letter  are  published  in  Mr.  Outoh's  valnablo 
edition  of  Wood's  original  text :  but  are  to  be  found,  as  well  as  every  other  in- 
formation here  subjoined,  in  Heame's  edition  of  Joh.  ConfnU.  ke.,  de  lUb.  Oieuiam., 
vol.  ii.,  pp.  612  to  645.  We  will  next  peruse  the  curious  list  of  the  first  beneCaoton 
to  the  Bodleian  Library. 

My  Lard  qf  Essex:  about  300  volumes  :  greater  part  in  folio. 
My  Lord  Chamberlain :  100  volumes,  all  in  a  manner  new  bound,  with   liia 
arms,  and  a  great  part  in  folio. 
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soliciting,  urging,  arguing,  entreating  for  their  support 
towards  his  magnificent    establishment;  and,  moreover. 

The  Lord  Montaeute:  66  oosUy  great  yolumos,  in  folio ;  all  bought  of  set  pur- 
pose, and  fairly  bound  with  his  arms. 

l%e  LordLumley :  40  yoluipes  in  folio. 

Sir  Hobert  Sidney:  102  new  volumes  in  folio,  to  the  value  of  one  hundred 
pounds,  being  all  veiy  fair,  and  especially  well  bound  with  his  arms. 

Merlon  College :  88  volumes  of  singular  good  books  in  folio,  &c. 

Mr.  PkUip  Scudamor :  50  volumes :  greatest  part  in  folio. 

Mr,  William  Oent :  100  volumes  at  the  least. 

Mn  Lawrence  BodUy :  87  very  fair  and  new  bought  books  in  folio.  (There 
were  seven  other  donations— in  money,  from  4  to  101,) 

Another  list  of  benefactors ;  read  in  Convocation,  July  17, 1601. 

Sir  John  FarUteue,  KnL  :   47  volumes :  of  which  there  are  6  Greek  MSS.  of 

singular  worth. 
Mr.  Jo,  Crooke :  Recorder  of  the  City  of  London  :  27  good  volumes ;  of  which 

25  are  in  f  oUo. 
Mr,  Henry  Savile :  all  the  Qreek  interpreters  upon  Aust(in). 
Mr.  William.  Qenl,  of  Olooetter  Hall :  160  volumes ;    of  which  there  are  50  in 

folio. 
Mr,  Tkomai  Allen,  of  do.  ^  hath  given  12  rare  MBS.,  with  a  purpose  to  do  more, 

and  hath  been  ever  a  most  careful  provoker  and  solicitor  of  sundry' 

great  persons  to  become  benefactors. 
Mr.    William  Camden,  by  his  office  Clarentiut :   7  volumes ;  of  which  4  are 

manuscripts. 
Mr.  Thomat  Jame$,  qf  New  College :  100  volumes :  almost  all  in  folio,  and 

sundry  good  manuscripts.    With  about  50  other  donations,  chiefly 

in  money. 
To  Dr.  Raves,  Vice-Chanc.  (Read  in  Convoc.  May  10, 1602.) 

A  yet  larger,  and  more  complete,  list  will  be  found  in  Mr.  Gutch*s  publica- 
tion of  Wood's  text.  Let  us  next  observe  how  this  distinguished  bibliomaniac 
seized  every  opportunity — laying  embargoes  upon  barges  and  carriages — for  the 
conveyance  of  his  book-treasures.    The  ensuing  is  also  in  Mr.  Gutch's  work : 

<'  To  the  Right  W.  Mr,  D.  King,  Dean  of  Chritt-Chureh,  and  Viee-Chancelhr  of 
the  University  of  Oxon,  or,  in  his  cihtenee,  to  his  Deputies  there. 

(Read  in  Convocation,  July  8,  1608.) 

"Sir, 

• 

I  have  sent  down,  by  a  western  barge,  all  the  books  that  I 
have  of  this  year's  collection,  which  I  have  requested  Mr.  James,  and  other  of 
my  friends,  to  see  safely  brought  from  Burcote,  and  placed  in  the  library.  Sir 
Frands  Vere  hath  sent  me  this  year  his  accustomed  annual  gift  of  ten  pounds. 
The  Lady  Mary  Vere,  wife  to  Sir  Horace  Vere,  in  the  time  of  her  widowhood 
(for  so  she  is  desired  it  should  be  recorded),  being  called  Mrs.  Hoby,  of  Hales, 
in  Gloucestershire,  hath  given  twenty  pound.  (He  then  enumerates  about  15 
other  donations,  and  thus  goes  on  :)  Thus  I  thought  meet  to  observe  my  yearly 
custom,  in  acquainting  the  University  with  the  increase  of  their  store :  as  my 
care  shall  be  next,  and  that  very  shortly,  to  endow  them  with  that  portion  of 

T 
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superintending  the  erection  of  the  building,  as  well  as 
examining  the  timbers,    with  the  nicety  of  a    master- 


reyenue  and  land  that  I  have  provided,  whensoeyer  God  shall  eall  me^  for  tlie 
full  defrayiDg  of  any  charge  that,  by  present  likelihood,  the  oonaermtion  of  the 
books,  and  aU  needful  allowances  to  the  keeper  and  others,  may  from  time  to 
time  require.  I  will  send  you,  moreover,  a  draught  of  oertam  statutes,  whibh  I 
have  rudely  conceived  about  the  employment  of  that  revenue,  aod  for  tfaegoveni- 
ment  of  the  library :  not  with  any  meaning  that  they  sho^d  be  rooeivedy  as 
orders  made  by  me  (for  it  shall  appear  unto  you  otherwise)  but  as  notea  and 
remembrances  to  abler  persons,  whom  hereafter  you  may  nominate  (as  I*  will 
also  then  request  you)  to  consider  of  those  affairsi,  and  so  frame  a  aabstantisl 
form  of  government,  sith  that  whibh  is  a  foot  is  in  many  thinges  defective  for 
preservation  of  the  library :  for  I  hold  it  altogether  fitting  that  the  University 
Convocation  should  be  always  possessed  of  an  absolute  power  to  devise  any 
statutes,  and  of  those  to  alter  as  they  list,  when  they  find  an  occasion  of  evideot 
utility.  But  of  these  and  other  points,  when  I  send  you  my  projeot^  I  will  both 
write  more  of  purpose,  and  impart  unto  you  freely  my  best  eogitationa,  bsin^ 
evermore  desirous,  whatsoever  may  concern  your  public  good,  to  prooora  and 
advance  it  so,  to  the  uttermost  of  my  power  :  as  now  in  the  meanwhile^  ramiiid- 
ing  unto  you  my  fervent  affection,  I  rest  for  any  service. 

Tour  most  assured,  at  commandment^ 

London,  June  SO,  1608.  Tho.  Bodlbb." 

In  a  letter  to  his  "dearest  firiends.  Doctor  Kinge,  Vice-Chancellor,  the 
Doctors,  Proctors,  and  the  rest  of  the  Convocation  House  in  Ozon,"  (10th  June^ 
1609)  after  telling  them  how  he  had  secured  certain  landed  property  for 
the  payment  of  the  salaries  and  other  expenses  attendant  upon  the  libnuy. 
Sir  Thomas  thus  draws  to  a  conclusion  :  '*  Now  because  I  presuppose  that  yoa 
take  little  pleasure  in  a  tedious  letter,  having  somewhat  besides  to  impart  unto 
you,  I  have  made  it  known  by  word  to  Mr.  Vicechancellor,  who,  I  Imow,  wiH 
not  fail  to  acquaint  you  with  it :  as  withall  I  have  intreated  him  to  supply,  in  my 
behalf,  all  my  negligent  omissions,  and  defective  form  of  thanks^  for  all  your 
public  honours,  entertainments,  letters,  gifts,  and  other  graces  conferred  nptm 
me,  which  have  so  far  exceeded  the  compass  of  my  merits  that,  where  before  I 
did  imagine  that  nothing  could  augment  my  zealous  inclination  to  your  genenl 
good,  now  methinks  I  do  feel  it  (as  I  did  a  great  while  since)  was  very  highly  aug- 
mented ;  insomuch  as  I  cannot  but  shrive  myself  thus  freely  and  aoothly  onto 
you,  That,  albeit,  among  a  number  of  natural  imperfections,  I  have  least  of  aU 
offended  in  the  humour  of  ambition,  yet  now  so  it  is,  that  I  do  somewhat  repent 
me  of  my  too  much  nioeness  that  way  :  not  as  carried  with  an  appetite  to  rake 
more  riches  to  myself  (wherein,  God  is  my  witness,  my  content  is  complete)  bat 
only  in  respect  of  my  greedy  desire  to  make  a  livelier  demonstration  of  the  same 
that  I  bear  to  my  common  motheb,  than  I  have  hitherto  attained  sufficient 
ability  to  put  in  execution.  With  which  unfeigned  testification  of  my  devotion 
unto  you,  and  with  my  daily  fervent  prayers  for  tho  endless  prosperity  of  your 
joint  endeavours,  in  that  whole  institution  of  your  public  library,  I  will  close  up 
this  letter,  and  rest,  as  I  shall  ever. 

Yours,  in  all  loving  and  dutiful  affection, 

London,  May  31,  1609.  ThoMjlb  Bodlbt." 
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carpenter ! — ^Think  of  this ;  and  when  you  walk  under 
the  grave  and  apinropriately-omamented  roof,  which 
tells  you   that    you    are  within    the    precincts   of   the 

The  following,  which  is  also  in  Mr.  Qntch's  publication,  shews  the  laudable 
restlessness,  and  insatiable  ambition,  of  our  venerable  bibliomaniac,  in  ransacking 
foreign  libraries  for  the  completion  erf  his  own. 

«  To  the  Might  Wank^Jutl  Mr.  D.  Singleton,  VieeehancelUr  of  the  Univer- 

sHyofOxon. 
(Read  in  Convocation,  Nov.  9,  1611.) 

"Sm, 

About  some  three  years  past,  I  made  a  motion,  here  in 
London,  to  Mr.  Pindar,  Consul  of  the  Company  of  English  Merchants  at 
Aleppo  (a  famous  port  in  the  Turk's  dominions)  that  he  would  use  his  best  means 
to  procure  me  some  books  in  the  Syriac,  Arabic,  Turkish,  and  Persian  tongues, 
or  in  any  other  langaage  of  those  Eastern  nations  :  because  I  make  no  doubt  but, 
in  process  of  time,  by  the  extraordinary  diligence  of  some  one  or  other  student, 
they  may  be  readily  understood,  and  some  special  use  made  of  their  kind  of 
learning  in  those  parts  of  the  world  :  and  where  I  had  a  purpose  to  reimburse  all 
the  charge  that  might  grow  thereupon,  he  sent  of  late  unto  me  20  several 
volumes  in  the  foresaid  tongues,  and  of  his  liberal  disposition  hath  bestowed  them 
freely  on  the  library.  They  are  manuscripts  all  (for  in  those  countries  they 
have  no  kind  of  printing)  and  were  valued  in  that  place  at  a  very  high  rate.  I 
will  send  them,  ere  be  long,  prajring  you  the  while  to  notify  so  much  unto  the 
University,  and  to  move  theill  to  write  a  letter  of  thanks,  which  I  will  find  means 
to  convey  to  his  hands,  being  lately  departed  from  London  to  Constantinople. 
Whether  the  letter  be  indited  in  Latin  or  English,  it  is  not  much  material,  but 
yet,  in  my  conceit,  it  will  do  best  to  him  in  English.*' 

(The  remainder  of  this  letter  is  devoted  to  a  scheme  of  building  the  public 
schools  at  Oxford ;  in  which  Sir  Thomas  foimd  a  most  able  and  cheerful  coad- 
jutor, in  one,  Sir  Jo,  Benet ;  who  seems  to  have  had  an  extensive  and  powerful 
connection,  and  who  set  the  scheme  on  foot,  "  like  a  true  affected  son  to  his 
AiroiKNT  If OTHBR,  with  a  cheerful  propension  to  take  the  charge  upon  him 
without  groaning.") 

In  April  1585,  Queen  Elisabeth  granted  Sir  Thomas  '*  a  passport  of  safe  con- 
veyance to  Denmark ;  and  wrote  a  letter  to  the  King  of  Denmark  of  the  same 
date,  within  two  days.  She  wrote,  also,  a  letter  to  Julius,  Duke  of  Brunswick  of 
the  same  date  :  in  which  the  evils  that  were  then  besetting  the  Christian  world 
abroad  were  said  to  be  rushing  suddenly,  as  "  from  the  Trojan  Horse."  "These 
three  letters  (observes  Mr.  Baker  to  his  friend  Heame)  are  only  copies,  but  very 
fairly  wrote,  and  seem  to  have  been  duplicates  kept  by  him  that  drew  the 
original  letters." 

We  will  peruse  but  two  more  of  these  Bodleian  epistles,  which  Heame  very 
properly  adds  as  an  amusing  appendix,  as  well  to  the  foregoing,  as  to  his 
Rdiquia  Bodleiana  (1703,  8vo).  They  are  written  to  men  whose  uMues  must 
ever  be  held  in  high  veneration  by  all  worthy  bibliomanacs. 

*'  Sir  Tha,  BodUy  to  Sir  JiobeH  Cotton,    {Bx,  Bibl,  Cotton,) 

"Sib, 

T  was  thrice  to  have  seen  you  at  your  house,  but  had  not 

the  hap  to  find  you  at  home.     It  was  only   to  know  how  you  hold  your  old 
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Bodleian  Library,  pay  obeisance  to  the  portrait 
of  the  founder,  and  hold  converse  with  his  gentle 
spirit  that  dwells  therein  ! 

Lis.  Alas,  you  bring  to  my  mind  those  precious  hours 
that  are  gone  by,  never  to  be  recalled,  which  I  wasted 
within  this  glorious  palace  of  Bodley's  erection !  How 
I  sauntered,  and  gazed,  and  sauntered  again. — 

Phil.  Your  case  is  by  nd  means  singular.  Bat  you 
promise,  when  you  revisit  the  library,  not  to  behave  so 
naughtily  again  ? 


intention  for  helping  to  furnish  the  University  Library :  where  I  porpoae,  God 
willing,  to  place  all  the  books  that  I  have  hitherto  gathered,  within  thew  threo 
weeks.  And  whatsoever  any  man  shall  confer  for  the  storing  of  it,  such  order 
is  taken  for  a  due  memorial  of  his  gift  as  I  am  persuaded  he  cannot  any  way 
receive  a  greater  contentment  of  any  thing  to  the  value  otherwise  bestowad* 
Thus  much  I  thought  to  signify  unto  you  :  and  to  request  you  to  bear  how 
you  rest  affected. 

Yours,  to  use  in  any  oocadon. 

From  my  house,  June  6.  Tho.  Bodlit.' 


n 


"  Sir  Henry  SavUe  to  Sir  R{obert)  C{oUon). 
"Sir, 


"  I  have  made  Mr.  Bodley  acquainted  with  your  kind  and 
firiendly  offer,  who  accepteth  of  it  in  most  thankful  manner :  and  if  it  pleaaeth 
you  to  appoint  to-morrow  at  afternoon,  or  upon  Monday  or  Tuesday  next^  at 
some  hour  likewise  after  dinner,  we  will  not  fail  to  be  with  you  at  your  hoiae 
for  that  purpose.  And  remember  I  give  you  fair  warning  that  if  you  hold  any 
book  so  dear  as  that  you  would  be  loth  to  have  him  out  of  your  sight,  set  him 
aside  before  hand.  For  my  own  part,  I  will  not  do  Uiat  wrong  to  my 
judgment  as  to  chuse  of  the  worst,  if  better  be  in  place  :  and,  beside,  you  would 
account  me  a  simple  man. 

But  to  leave  jesting,  we  will  any  of  tho  days  come  to  you,  leaving,  as  great 
reason  is,  your  own  in  your  own  power  freely  to  retain  or  dispose.  True  it  ia 
that  I  have  raised  some  expectation  of  the  quality  of  your  gift  in  Mr.  Bodley, 
whom  you  shall  find  a  gentleman  in  all  respects  worthy  of  your  acquaintance. 
And  so,  with  my  best  commendationB,  I  commit  you  to  God.  This  St. 
Peter's  day. 

Your  very  assured  friend, 

Henrt  Savilx." 

It  only  remains  now  to  indulge  the  dutiful  sons  of  Alma  Mateb  with  a  fae- 
simile  wood-cut  impression  of  the  profile  of  the  venerable  founder  of  the  Bod- 
leian Library,  taken  from  a  print  of  a  medal  in  the  Catalogi  Librorum.  lianu- 
tcripUnitm  Anglias,  <£'c.,  1697,  fol.  ;  but  whether  it  have  any  resemblance  to  tho 
bust  of  him,  "  carved  to  the  life  by  an  excellent  hand  at  London,  and  shortly 
after  pku:ed  in  a  niche  in  the  south  wall  of  the  same  library,*'  with  the  sabjoinod 
iuscripti(m,  I  cannot  at  tlus  moment  recollect. 
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Lis.    I  vasnot  then  a  coavert  to  the  Bibliomania! 
Now,  I  win  certainly  devote  the  leisure  of  six  autumnal 


Hm  UtmiT  of  3ir  Tlunnas  Bodlej,  when  i»nipleted,  foraod  the  dgaze  of  a  T : 
H  was  aAennrda  raolrsd,  on  the  books  acxnimulatiiig,  and  ths  beDdfaotdoiu 
lnKlMiiiiu.  to  Bnbb  it  in  the  form  of  an  H  ;  in  whioh  stato  It  now  remoiaa.  Sir 
ITrMalm  IHgb;,  lika  a  thorougli  bred  bibliomaniac,  "  gars  flft;  vary  good  obIu, 
to  pondiaM  •  [deoe  of  groond  of  Eieter  CaUone,  laying  on  tbe  north  vest  aide  of 
tta  library ;  on  which,  and  their  own  ground  adjoining,  the;  might  oieot  the 
fntuw  fafarie."  Tha  laying  of  tbo  toandation  of  thia  erection  is  thai  deaoiibed  by 
Wood ;  coDcAoding  with  a  oatastrophe,  at  which  I  udly  f«ar  the  wicked  reader 
willai^la.  "On  the  thirteonth  of  Hay,  being  Tueattey,  1634,  tbe  VicoMibiut- 
eaUor,  Doctora,  Heada  of  Uoiuch,  and  Prooton,  met  at  St.  Mary's '  church  about 
8  of  Um  clock  In  Uie  morning ;  thonce  oiuih,  hsTing  hia  reapeotive  fornutlitiei  on 
came  to  tbia  place,  and  took  their  aeata  tb&t  ware  then  erected  on  Uio  brim  of  the 
f—^r"""  Orer  agninat  them  was  boUt  a  icaflald,  wbere  tlie  two  procton,  with 
4i*«n  maatan,  Itood.  AtUr  they  were  all  settled,  the  Uoiveraity  HVisiciaoa,  who 
•toad  opon  the  leada  at  tiie  woat  end  of  the  library.  Bounded  a  leeeon  on  tbeir 
wind  Blllii&  Whioh  t>eing  done,  the  slngitig  men  of  Chriiit-Chanih,  with  others, 
■■ag  ■  ISMOn,  after  which  the  senior  Proctor,  Ur.  Herbert  Pelbam,  of  Hagdalen 
Coltege,  made  an  eloquent  oration  ;  that  being  ended  also,  the  muaie  sDnnded 
■gain,  and  continued  playing  til]  tbe  Vico-Chancellor  wont  to  the  bottom  of  the 
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weeks  to  examine  minatdy  some  of  the  predons  tomes 
which  are  contained  in  it. 

Lysand.  Very  good.  And  pray  favour  as  with  the 
result  of  your  profound  researches :  as  one  would  like 
to  have  the  most  minute  account  of  the  treasures  con- 
tained within  those  hitherto  unnumbered  volumes. 

Phil.  As  every  sweet  in  this  world  ia  balanced  by  its 
bitter,  I  wonder  that  these  worthy  characters  were  not 
lampooned  by  some  sharp-set  scribbler  —  whose  only 
chance  of  getting '  perusers  for  bis  work,  and  thereby 
bread  for  his  larder,  was  by  the  novelty  and  impudence 
of  his  attacks.  Any  thing  new  and  preposterous  is  snre 
of  drawing  attention.  Affirm  that  you  see  a  man  stand- 
ing upon  one  1^,  on  the  pinnacle  of  Saint  Paul's* — or 
that  the  ghost  of  Inigo  Jones  had  appeared  to  yon,  to 
give  you  the  extraordinary  information  that  Sir  Christo- 

faaudation  to  lay  the  ftnl  stone  !□  one  of  the  santh  BnglsK.  But  no  mooan  had 
ha  depoaited  a  pisoe  of  gold  oa  the  aaid  itona,  aaoordiag  to  the  uaoal  maanv  fa 
■uoh  ceremoDioa,  but  the  earth  fcU  in  from  ons  tdde  of  tha  tonndaUiHi,  and  th* 
acaffold  that  »u  tliereou  broko  uid  fell  with  it ;  ao  that  aU  thoao  that  were 
thereon,  to  the  number  of  a  hundred  at  least,  namely,  the  Proeton,  PriaoipAla  «f 
Halll,  Hasten,  and  soma  Bocbslauis,  fell  down  all  togeUier,  one  upon  KioUMr, 
into  the  foundation ;  among  whom,  tha  under 
batler  of  Exeter  Collage  had  his  shooldor  bnkaa 
or  pat  out  of  joint,  and  a  aoholar'a  arm  braiaad." 
'"He  aolemnity  being  thna  oondoded  with 
auoh  a  aod  cataatiophe,  the  breach  was  aOMaftar 
made  up  and  the  work  gomg  ohearfully  forwanl, 
was  in  fourjeaiB  apace  Anished."  AajtuU^li* 
UKitenUy  qf  O^anl;  vol.  ii.,  pt.  U.,  p.  S3>. 
.  Outoh'a  edition.  We  will  take  laave  of  Sm 
I  Tbohab  Bodlet,  and  of  his  noble  inatitutkin, 
with  the  aubjoined  repmentation  of  the  tlni- 
Teraitj's  Arms-  as  painted  upon  the  coiling  of 
the  library,  in  innnmerable  oompaitmanta ;  hop- 
ing that  the  period  ii  not  veiy  remote  when  » 
Hittory  qf  Iht  BadUia%  Libniri/,  man  ampl« 
and  oomplete  than  any  thing  which  has  ptooedad 
a  CatalogM  nf  tin  Boob,  hks  onto  that  irhioh  Is  hintwl 
at,  p.  74,  ante,  aa  "an  urgent  deddemtam." 

•  This  fa  now  ottenUnMB  practised  by  soma  wag,  in  his  "  WidJu  in  Potfla." 
Whether  the  same  anecdote  is  recorded  in  the  little  slim  pamphlet  puUinbed  in 
1804,  4to.,  onder  the  same  tdtle— not  having  the  work— (""1  indeed  how  ahonki 
IT  viiaBU,l.  RttdiTt".  ZlS5,mmprttiu/)  1  cannot  take  upon  me  to  determine. 


it,  will  appear  praBxed  U 
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pher  Wren  had  stolen  the  whole  of  the  plan  of  that  ca- 
thedral from  a  design  of  his  own — and  do  you  not  think 
that  you  would  have  spectators  and  auditors  enough 
around  you? 

Lis.  Yes,  verily :  and  I  warrant  some  half-starved 
scrivener  of  the  Elizabethan  period  drew  his  envenomed 
dart  to  endeavour  to  perforate  the  cuticle  of  some  worthy 
bibliomaniacal  wight. 

Lysand.  You  may  indulge  what  conjectures  you 
please ;  but  I  know  of  no  anti-bibliomaniacal  satirist  of 
this  period.  Stubbbs  did  what  he  could,  in  his  ** Anatomy 
of  Abuses,^**  to  disturb  every  social  and  harmless 
amusement  of  the  age.  He  was  the  forerunner  of  that 
snarling  satirist,  Prynne;  but  I  ought  not  thus  to  cuff 
him,  for  fear  of  bringing  upon  me  the  united  indignation 
of  a  host  of  black-letter  critics  and  philologists.  A 
large  and  clean  copy  of  his  sorrily  printed  work  is 
among  the  choicest  treasures  of  a  Shakspearian  virtuoso. 

But  admitting  even  that  Stubbes  had  drawn  his  arrow 
to  the  head,  and  grazed  the  skin  of  such  men  as  Bodley 

• 

*  "  Thb  AkaTOMIE  of  ABU8BS  :  eontayning  a  diteoverie,  or  hritfe  twimnarie  qf 
tuxh  notable  vieet  and  xmperfeetiont  ai  now  raigne  in  many  CkritUan  Co/taUreyea  qf 
the  World*  :  but  (etpeciallie)  in  a  veryfamout  Ilande  callod  AUgna :"  Jtc  Printed 
by  Richard  Jones,  1588,  small  8to.  Vide  Herbeif  b  Typographioal  AntiquitieBy 
Yol.  iii,  p.  1044,  for  the  whole  title.  Sir  John  HawkinB,  in  his  Hittory  ^  Music, 
Toliii.,  419,  calls  this  "  a  curious  and  rery  scarce  book  ;**  and  so  does  my  friend, 
Mr.  Uttersou ;  who  rerels  in  his  morocco-coated  copy  of  it — "Exemplar  olimFar- 
merianumr  But  let  us  be  candid ;  and  not  sacrifice  our  better  judgments  to  our 
book-passions.  After  aU,  Stubbes's  work  is  a  caricatured  drawing.  It  has  strong 
passages,  and  a  few  original  thoughts ;  and,  is  moreover,  one  of  the  rery  few  works 
printed  in  days  of  yore  which  have  running  titles  to  the  subjects  discussed  in  them. 
These  may  b6  recommendations  with  the  bibliomaniac ;  but  he  should  be  in- 
formed that  this  volume  contains  a  great  deal  of  puritanical  cant^  and  licentious 
language;  that  vices  are  magnified  in  it  in  order  to  be  lashed,  and  virtues 
diminished  that  they  might  not  be  noticed.  Stubbes  equals  Prynne  in  his 
anathemas  against  "  Plays  and  Interludes  :*'  and  in  his  chapters  upon  "  Dress  " 
and  "  Dancing"  he  rakes  together  every  coarse  and  pungent  phrase  in  order  to 
describe  "  these  horrible  sins  "  with  due  severity.  He  is  sometimes  so  indecent 
that,  for  the  credit  of  the  age,  and  of  a  virgin  reign,  ,we  must  hope  that  every 
virtuous  dame  threw  the  copy  of  his  book,  which  came  into  her  possession, 
behind  the  fire.  This  may  reasonably  account  for  its  present  rarity.  I  do  not 
discover  it  in  the  catalogues  of  the  libraries  of  Pearson,  Steevens,  or  Brand;- 
but  see  Bibl.  Wright,  n«.  1890. 


280  THE  DRAWING  BOOM.  ' 

and  CottOD,  the  wound  inflicted  by  this  weapon  must 
have  been  speedily  closed  and  healed  by  the  balsamic 
medicine  administered  by  Andrbw  MAUNsmx,  in  his 
CkUaJogm  of  English  Printed  Books*  This  little  thin 
folio  volume  afibrded  a  delicious  treat  to  aU  honest  bib- 
liomaniacs. It  revived  the  drooping  spirits  of  the 
despondent ;.  and,  like  the  syrup  of  the  reno¥med  Dr. 
Brodum,  circulated  within  the  system,  and  put  aU  the 
generous  juices  in  action.  The  niggardly  collector  fdt 
the  influence  of  rivalship;  he  played  a  deeper  stake  at 
book-gambling ;  and  hastened,  by  his  painfully  acquired 
knowledge  of  vfbBX  was  curious  and  rare  in  books,  to 
anticipate  the  rustic  collector  —  which  latter,  putting 
the  best  wheels  and  horses  to  his  carriage,  rushed  from 
the  country  to  the  metropolis,  to  seize,  at  MaonseU's 
shop,  a  choice  copy  of  Cranmer's  Bible,  or  Mortens 
Canzonets.f 

*  This  Catalogue,  the  first  publioation  of  the  kind  oyer  put  forth  in  tUa 
oountry,  is  complete  in  two  parts ;  1595,  folio  :  first  part  containing  128  pagei» 
exclusive  of  three  preliminary  epistles :  the  second,  27  pages  ;  exdusiTe  of 
three  similar  introductory  pieces.  The  firtl  part  is  devoted  entirely  to  Divinity : 
and  in  the  dedicatory  epistle  to  Queen  Elizabeth,  Maunsell  .tells  her  nyqesfcj 
that  he  thought  it  "  worth  his  poor  labour  to  ccUect  a  catalogue  of  the  divine 
books,  so  mightily  increased  in  her  reign ;  whereby  her  mijesty's  most  faithfid 
and  loving  subjects  may  be  put  in  remembrance  of  the  works  of  so  ezoeDent 
authors,"  &c.  The  second  part  is  devoted  to  a  brief  acoount  of  books  in  the 
remaining  branches  of  literature,  arts,  sciences,  &c.  Maunsell  promised  to  follow 
it  up  by  a  third  part ;  but  a  want  of  due  encouragement  seems  to  have  damped 
the  bibliographical  ardour  of  the  compiler  ;  for  this  third  part  never  appeared  : 
a  circumstance  which,  in  common  with  the  late  Mr.  Steevens,  all  bibliomaniacs 
may  "much  lament."  See  the  Atkenoeum,  vol  L,  155  ;  also  Herbert^s  ^VP^ 
grapMeal  Antiquities,  vol  ii.,  p.  1137.  A  copy  of  this  volume  has  found  its 
way  into  the  Advocates'  Library  at  Edinburgh;  CaL  Adv,  Libr,,  vol  iL,  p.  90. 
Buddiman,  who  was  formerly  the  librarian  of  this  latter  valuable  oolleetiox),  had 
probably  read  Hearne's  commendation  of  it  -.—namely,  that  it  was  "  a  voiy 
scarce,  and  yet  a  very  useful,  book."  Bened,  AbbaL,  vol.  i.,  p.  Liv.  Mr.  Heber 
possesses  a  curious  copy  of  it,  which  was  formerly  Herbert's,  with  the  maigins 
filled  with  his  MS.  addenda. 

t  "  Of  the  translation  appointed  to  bee  read  in  churches,  in  Kings  Henry 
the  8,  his  dales  "  printed  in  the  largest  volume,  1589.  "  Tho.  Morlxt,  Bachiler 
of  Musique,  and  one  of  her  Maiestie's  Royal  Chappell,  his  Cofutmets,  or  little 
short  songes  to  three  voyoes.  Prin.  by  Tho.  Est.  1593.  4to.'  Seep.  1(X,  pt  L, 
p.  17.,  pt  ii.,  of  MaunselVs  Catalogue  ;  but  let  the  reader  consult  p.  248,  ante, 
concerning  this  "  largest  volume  "  of  the  Holy  Scriptures. 
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Let  UB,  however,  not  foi^t  that  we  have  readied  the 
reign  of  Jambs  I.;  a  monarch  who,  like  Justinian, 
aflfected  to  be  *'  greatly  given  to  study  of  books  ;""*  tod 
who,  according  to  Burton's  testimony,  wished  he  had 
been  chained  to  one  of  the  shelves  of  the  Bodleian 
library .t  Of  all  literary  tastes,  James  had  the  most 
strange  and  sterile.  Let  us  leave  him  to  his  Demonology  ; 
but  notice,  with  the  respect  that  it  merits,  the  more 
rational  and  even  elegantly  cultivated  mind  of  his  son 
Prince  Henry  ;  j:  of  whose  passion  for  books  there  are 
some  good  evidences  upon  record.  We  will  next  proceed 
to  the  mention  of  a  shrewd  scholar  and  bibliomaniac, 
and  ever  active  voyager,,  ycleped  Thomas  Coryate,  the 
Peregrine  of  Odcambe.  This  facetious  traveller,  who 
was  as  quaint  and  original  a  writer  as  old  Tom-  Fuller, 
appears  (when  he  had  time  and  opportunity)  to  have 
taken  special  notice  of  libraries ;  and  when  he  describes 
to  us  his  '^  worm  eaten ""  copy  of  Josephus's  ArUiquities,^ 

*  "  Greatly  gyuen  to  study  of  bokys : "  RaiUlPt  ChrontcU,  or  PatUfmt  of 
People,  p.  28,  edit  1811,  4to. 

t  The  passage  is  somewhere  in  Bxaton'a  Anatomy  of  MeehoHoly.  But  I  can- 
not just  now,  put  my  finger  xi:pon  it. 

t  The  works  of  EliNO  James  I.  (of  England)  were  published  in  rather  a 
spletfdid  folio  volume  in  the  year  1616.  Amongst  these,  his  Demonology  is  the 
"  opus  maximum.*'  Of  his  son  Pbinos  Hxnbt,  there  is^  in  this  volume,  at  the 
top  of  one  of  the  preliminary  pieces,  a  very  pretty  half  length  portrait ;  when 
he  was  quite  a  boy.  A  charming  whole  length  portrait  of  the  same  accomplished 
character,  when  he  was  a  young  man,  engraved  by  Paas,  may  be  seen  in  the  first 
folio  edilion  of  Drayton's  Polyolbion :  but  this,  the  reader  will  tell  me,  is  mere 
Orangerite  information.  Proceed  we,  therefore,  to  a  pithy,  but  powerful,  de- 
monstration of  the  bibliomaniacal  character  of  the  said  Prince  Henry.  "  In  the 
paper  office,  there  is  a  book.  No.  24,  containing  Prince  Henry's  privy-purse 
ezpences,  for  one  year,"  &c.  The  whole  expense  of  one  year  was  14002.  Among 
other  charges,  the  following  are  remarkable  : 

£    t,    d. 

17th  October,  paid  to  a  Frenchman,  that  presented  a  hook 4   10    0 

20th  October,  paid  Mr.  Holyoak  for  writing  a  Cato/<)^iM  qf )  A    i^t    4 

the  Library  which  the  Prince  had  of  Lord  Lumley  .  .  .    )      •    •    ' 
&c  ko,  &C. 

Apology  for  the    Believers    in   the   Shaiepeare-Papert, 
1797,  8vo.,  p.  233. 

§  Look,  gentle  reader,  at  the  entire  ungarbled  passage — amongst  many  similar 
ones  which  may  be  adduced --in  vol.  i.,  p.  116,  of  **  his  Crudiliei'-^r  Travels : 
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'^  written  in  ancient  Longobard  characters  in  parch- 
ment/' one  cannot  but  indulge  a  natural  wish  to  know 
something  of  the  present  existence  of  a  MS.  which  had 
probably  escaped  Oberthiir,  the  last  laborious  editor  of 
Josephus. 

Let  me  here  beseech  you  to  pay  due  attention  to  the 
works  of  Henry  Pr\gham^  when  they  come  across  you. 
The  first  edition  of  that  elegantly  written  volume, ''  J%e 
Compkat  Oentlenum,"  was  published  I  belieye  in  the 
reign  of  James  I.,  in  the  year  1622. 

LoRBN.  I  possess  not  only  this,  but  every  subseqaent 
copy  of  it,  and  a  fair  number  of  copies  of  his  other 
works.  He  and  Braithwait  were  the  ''par  nolHle 
fratrum  *'  of  their  day. 

Phil.  I  have  often  been  struck  with  some  curious 
passages  in  Peacham,  relating  to  the  Education  of  Yomth* 

edit.  1776,  8vo.    Coryat's  talents,  as  a  traTeUer,   are  briefly,  but  briUkatiy, 
described  in  the  Quarterly  lUview,  voL  ii.,  p.  92. 

*  The  HiSTOBT  of  the  Education  of  Youth  in  this  ooontiy  mi^t  form  an 
amusing  little  octavo  volume.  We  have  TretUites  and  Ettayt  enough  upon  the 
subject ;  but  a  narrative  of  its  first  rude  efforts,  to  its  present,  yet  not  peiliBoted, 
form,  would  be  interesting  to  every  parent,  and  observer  of  human  nature.  Mj 
present  researches  only  enable  me  to  go  back  as  &r  as  Trevisa's  time,  towards 
the  dose  of  the  14th  century ;  when  I  find,  from  the  works  of  this  Yioar  of 
Berkeley,  that  "  every  friar  that  had  siaU  in  tchool,  such  as  they  were  then,  had 
an  HUGE  LIBRABY."  Harl  MS&,  n9,  1900.  But  what  the  particular  syatem 
was,  among  youth,  which  thus  so  highly  favoiured  the  Bebuoicahia,  I  have  not 
been  able  to  ascertain.  I  suspect,  however,  that  knowledge  made  but  alow 
advances ;  or  rather  that  its  progress  was  almost  inverted  ;  for,  at  the  end  of 
the  subsequent  century,  our  worthy  printer,  Caxton,  tells  us  that  he  found  "  but 
few  who  could  write  in  their  registers  the  occurrences  of  the  day."  Polydkrtmieom ; 
prol.  Typog,  AntiquiL,  vol.  i,  148.  In  the  same  printer's  prologue  to  Catko 
Moffntu  {Id.,  vol  L,  197)  there  is  a  melancholy  complaint  about  the  youth  of 
London ;  who,  although,  when  children,  they  were  "  fair,  wise,  and  prettily 
bespoken— at  the  full  ripening,  they  had  neither  kernel  nor  good  com  found  in 
them."  This  is  not  saying  much  for  the  academic  or  domestic  treatment  of 
young  gentlemen,  towards  the  dose  of  the  15th  century.  At  the  opening  of  the 
ensuing  century,  a  variety  of  elementary  treatises,  relating  to  the  education  of 
youth,  were  published  chiefly  under  the  auspices  of  Dean  Colet^  and  composed 
by  a  host  of  learned  grammarians,  of  whom  honourable  mention  has  been  made 
at  page  218,  ante.  These  publications  are  generally  adorned  with  a  rude 
wood-cut ;  which,  if  it  be  copied  from  truth,  affords  a  sufficiently  striking  proof 
of  the  severity  of  the  ancient  discipline  :  for  the  master  is  usually  seated  in  a 
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in  our  own  country ;  as  I  find,  firom  them,  that  the  com- 
plaint of  severity  of  discipline  still     continued^  notwith- 


large  arm-ohair,  with  'a  tremendous  rod  aoroas  his  knees  ;  and  the  scholars  are 
prostrate  before  him^  either  on  the  ground  upon  bended  knees,  or  sitting  upon 
low  benches.    Nor  was  this  rigid  system  relaxed  in  the  middle  of  the  same 
(xyi^)   century;   when   Roger  Asdiam  composed  his  incomparable  treatise, 
intitled  the  "  Sehoolnuuter  ;"  the  object  of  which  was  to  decry  the  same  severity 
of  discipline.    This  able  mriter  tau^t  his  countrymen  the  ralue  of  making  the 
road  to  knowledge  smooth  and  inviting,  by  smiles  and  remunerations,  rather  than 
by  stripes  and  other  punishments.    Indeed,  such  was  the  stem  and  Draoo-like 
character  which  schoolmasters  6f  this  period  conceived  themselves  authorised  to 
assume  that  neither  rank,  nor  situation,  nor  sex,  were  exempt  from  the  exerdse 
of  their  tyranny.    Lady  Jane  Grey  tells  Ascham  that  her  former  teacher  used 
to  give  her  "pinches,  and  cuffs,  and  bobs,"  &c.    The  pre&oe  to  the  School- 
master informs  us  that  two  gentlemen,  who  dined  with  Ascham  at  Cecil's  table, 
were  of  opinion  that  Nicolas  Udal,  then  head  master  of  Eaton  School,  "  was 
the  best  schoolmaster  of  their  time,  and  the  greatett  heater  /"    Bishop  Latimer, 
in  his  fourth  sermon  (edit.  1562,  fol.  15  to  18),  has  drawn  such  a  picture  of  the 
Jltondoners  of  this  period  that  the  philosopher  may  imagine  that  youths,  who 
sprung  from  such  parents,  required  to  be  ruled  with  a  rod  of  iron.    But  it  has 
been  the  fashion  of  all  writers,  firom  the  age  of.  St.  Austin  downwards,  to  de« 
predate  the  excellences,  and  magnify  the  vices,  of  the  times  in  which  they  lived. 
Ludovicus  Vivos,  who  was  Latimer's  contemporary,  has  attacked  both  school- 
masters and  youths,  in  an  ungradous  style ;  saying  of  the  former  that  **  some 
taught  Ovid's  books  of  love  to  their  soholan,  and  some  make  expositions  and 
expounded  the  vices."    He  also  calls  upon  the  young  women,  in  the  language 
of  St.  Jerome,  "  to  avoid,  as  a  mischief  or  poison  of  chastity,  young  men  with 
heads  bushed  and  trimmed ;  and  sweet  smelling  skins  of  outlandish  mice." 
I/utruciioi^  qf  a  Chrutian  Woman ;  edit.  1592,  sign.   D  8,  reot.  Jec    I  am  not 
aware  of  any  work  of  importance,  relating  to  th»  education  of  youth,  'Which 
appeared  till  the  publication  of  the  CompUai  OenUeman  by  HSNBT  Piachax  : 
«in  author,  who  richly  deserves  all  the  handsome  things  above  said  of  him  in  the 
text.    His  chapters  **0f  ike  Duty  of  UaOen;'  and  "  0/  ihi  Duty  qf  Parents,*' 
are  valuable  upon  many  accounts  ^inasmuch  as  they  afford  curious  anecdotes  of 
the  system  of  academio  and  domestic  education  then  pursued,  and  are  ao- 
oomi>anied  with  his  own  sagacious  and  candid  reflections.    Peacham  was  an 
Atchamile  in  respect  to  lenity  of  discipline ;  as  the  following  extracts,  from  the 
foregoing  work,  (edit.  1661)  will  unequivocally  prove.    Peacham  first  observes 
upon  the  different  modes  of  education :  "  But  we  see  on  the  contrary,  out  of 
the  master's  carterly  judgment,  like  horses  in  a  team,  the  boys  are  set  to  draw 
all  alike,  when  some  one  or  two  prime  and  able  wits  in  the  school,  itvro  9i9aKTOi 
(which  he  culs  out  to  admiration  if  strangers  come,  as  a  costardmonger  his  fairest 
pippins)  like  fleet  hovnds  go  away  with  the  game,  when  the  rest  need  helping 
over  a  stile  a  mile  behind :  hence,  being  either  quite  discouraged  in  themselves^ 
or  taken  away  by  their  friends  (who  for  the  most  part  measure  their  learning  by 
the  form  they  set  in),  they  take  leave  of  their  books  while  they  live,"  &o.  p.  23. 
"  Some  affect,  and  severer  schools  enforce,  a  precise  and  tedious  strictness,  in  long 
keeping  the  sohollers  by  the  walls :  as  from  before  six  in  the  morning,  till  twelve 
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standing  the  able    work  of  Roger  Ascham,  which  had 

recommended  a  mild  and    conciliatory  mode    of  treat- 
ment. 


or  past :  so  likewise  in  the  afternoon.  Which,  beside  the  dulling  of  the  wit  and 
dejecting  the  spirit  (for/*  otii  noa  mians  quam  negotii  ratio  eztare  debet")  Inwda 
in  him,  afterwardsy  a  kind  of  hate  and  carelessness  of  stndy  when  lie  ooraea  to 
be  "sui  juris,"  at  his  own  liberty  (as  experience  proves  by  many,  who  are  aeot 
from  serere  schools  unto  the  uniyerrities) :  withall  over-loading  his  memory, 
and  taking  ofif  the  edge  of  his  inyention,  with  over  heavy  tasks,  In  themes^ 
verses,"  &c,  p.  26.  "Nor  is  it  my  meaning  that  I  would  all  masters  to  be 
tyed  to  one  method,  no  more  than  all  the  shires  of  England  to  oome  np  to 
London  by  one  highway:  there  may  be  many  equally  alike  good.  And  sinoe  method, 
as  one  saith,  is  but  ^ironyrur^,  let  every  master,  if  he  can,  by  pulling  up  stales 
and  hedges,  make  a  more  near  and  private  way  to  himself ;  and  in  God's  nvne 
say,  with  tiie  divinest  of  poets, 

dcftrto  ptr  ovta  .duMt 
Raptat  amor.    Juvat  ire  iugis,  qud  nuUa  priorun 
Castauam  moUi  diverfOtir  orMta  elivo.  (G«torg.  Ilbi  iU.) 

With  sweet  love  rapt,  I  now  by  deserts  pasa^ 

And  over  hilli  where  never  track  of  yore : 
Deecendlng  easily,  yet  remembered  was. 

That  led  the  way  to  Castalzs  before.  (Pwanhmn.) 

"  But  instead  of  many  good,  they  have  infinite  bad ;  and  go  stumbling  from  the 
right,  as  if  they  went  blindfold  for  a  wager.  Hence  cometh  the  shifting  of  the 
schoUer  from  master  to  master ;  who,  poor  boy  (like  a  hound  among  a  company 
of  ignorant  hunters  hollowing  every  deer  they  see),  miaseth  the  right,  begetteth 
himself  new  labour,  and  at  last,  by  one  of  skill  and  well  read,  beaten  for  his 
paines,"  pp.  29,  80.  Peaoham  next  notices  the  extreme  severity  of  diaoipliDe 
exercised  in  some  schools.  "I  knew  one,  who  in  winter  would  ordinarily,  in  a 
oold  morning,  whip  his  boys  over  for  no  other  purpose  than  to  get  himself  a  heat : 
another  beats  them  for  swearing,  and  all  the  while  sweares  himself  with  horrible 
oaths.  He  would  forgive  any  fault  saving  that !  I  had,  I  remember,  myself 
(neer  St.  Alban's  in  Hertfordshire,  where  I  was  bom)  a  master,  who,  by  no 
entreaty,  would|  teach  any  soholler  he  had  farther  than  his  father  had  learned 
before  him  ;  as  if  he  had  only  learned  but  to  read  English,  the  son,  though  he 
went  with  him  seven  years,  should  go  no  further :  his  roason  was,  they  would 
then  prove  saucy  rogues,  and  controle  their  fathers  I  Yet  these  are  they  that 
oftentimes  have  our  hopefull  gentry  under  their  charge  and  tuition,  to  bring  them 
up  in  science  and  civility  !"  p.  27.  This  absurd  system  is  well  contrasted  with 
the  following  account  of  tho  lonity  observed  in  some  of  tho  schools  on  the  oon> 
tinent :  **  In  Germany  the  school  is,  and  as  the  name  imports,  it  ought  to  be, 
merely,  LuDUS  LiTKRARrus,"  a  very  pastime  of  learning,  where  it  is  a  rare  thing 
to  see  a  rod  stirring :  yet  I  heartily  wish  that  our  chOdren  of  England  were  but 
half  so  ready  in  writing  and  speaking  lAtin,  which  boys  of  ten  and  twelve  yean 
old  will  do  so  roundly,  and  with  so  neat  a.  phrase  and  style,  that  many  of  our 
masters  would  hardly  mend  them ;  having  only  for  their  punishment,  shame ; 
and  for  their  reward,  praise,"  p.  24.  "Wherefore  I  cannot  but  commend  the 
custome  of  their  schools  in  tho  Low-countries,  where  for  the  aveyding  of  this 
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Lysand.  But  you  must  not  believe  every  thing  that 
is  said  in  favour  of  Continental  lenity  of  discipline, 
shewn  to  youth,  if  the  testimony  of  a  modem  newspaper 
may  be  credited  !-^ — 

Lis.  What  your  newspaper  may  hold  forth  I  will  not 
pretend  to  enter  into. 

Lysand.  Nay,  here  is  the  paragraph;  whic]h  I  cut 
out  from  "  The  Observer"  and  will  now  read  it  to  you. 
"  A  German  Magazine  recently  announced  the  death  ot 
a  schoolmaster  in  Suabia,  who,  for  51  years,  had  super- 
intended a  large  institution  with  old  fashioned  severity. 
From  an  average,  inferred  by  means  of  recorded  obser- 
vations, one  of  the  ushers  had  calculated  that,  in  the 
course  of  his  exertions,  he  had  given  911,500  camngs, 
121,000  floggings,  209,000  custodes,  136,000  tips  mth  the 
ruler,  10,200  boxes  on  the  ear,  and  22,700  tasks  by  heart. 
It  was  further  calculated  that  he  had  made  700  boys 
stand  on  peas,  0000  kneel  on  a  sharp  edge  of  wood,  5000 
wear  the  foots  cap,  and  1,700  hold  the  rod.  How  vast 
(exclaims  the  journalist)  the  quantity  of  human  misery 
inflicted  by  a  single  perverse  educator !"  Now,  my 
friends,  what  have  you  to  say  against  the  English  system 
of  education? 

Phil.  This  is  only  defending  bad  by  worse. 

Lis.  Where  are  we  digressing  ?  What  are  become  of 
our bibliomaniacal  heroes? 

tedious  sitting  still,  and  with  irksome  poring  on  the  book  all  day  long,  after  the 
scholler  hath  received  his  lecture,  he  leaveth  the  school  for  an  houre,  and  walkes 
abroad  with  one  or  two  of  his  fellows,  either  into  the  field  or  up  among  the  treea 
upon  the  rampire,  as  in  Amtwebp,  Bbbda,  Vtbeoht,  Ac.,  when  they  confer  and 
recreate  themselves  till  time  calls  them  in  to  repeat,  where  perhaps  they  stay  an 
hour ;  so  abroad  again,  and  thus  at  their  pleasure  the  whole  day,"  p.  SMS.  Thus 
have  we  pursued  the  Hittoty  qf  the  JBdueatiait  qfBoys  to  a  period  quite  modem 
enough  for  the  most  superficial  antiquary  to  supply  the  connecting  links  down  to 
the  present  times.  Nor  can  we  conclude  this  prolix  note  without  observing  upon 
two  things  which  are  remarkable  enough  :  first,  that  in  a  ooimtry  like  our  own — 
the  distinguishing  characteristics  of  whose  inhabitants  are  gravity,  reserve,  and 
good  sense— lads  should  conduct  themselves  ¥rith  so  much  rudeness,  flippancy, 
and  tyranny  towards  each  other — and  secondly,  that  masters  should,  in  too  many 
instances,  exercise  a  discipline  suited  rather  to  a  government  of  despotism  and 
terror  than  to  a  land  of  liberty  and  social  comfort !  But  all  human  improve- 
ment, and  human  happiness,  is  progressive.    Speramus  meliora  t 


S86  THE  DRAWING  ROOM. 

Lysand.  You  do  right  to  call  me  to  order.  Let  us 
turn  from  the  birch,  to  the  book,  history. 

Contemporaneous  with  Peacham,  lived  that  very  cnri- 
ous  collector  of  ancient  popular  little  pieces,  as  well  as 
lover  of  '' sacred  secret  soul  soliloquies/'  the  renowned 
m^&ntcAofy  composer,  ycleped  Robert  Burton  ;*  who,  I 
do  not  scruple  to  number  among  the  most  marked  biblio- 
maniacs of  the  age  ;  notwithstanding  his  saucy  railing 
against  Frankfort  book-fairs.  We  have  abundance  of 
testimony  (exclusive  of  the  fruits  of  his  researches,  which 
appear  by  his  innumerable  marginal  references  to  authors 
of  all  ages  and  characters)  that  this  original,  amusing, 
and  now  popular,  author  was  an  arrant  book-hunter; 
or,  as  old  Anthony  hath  it,  ''a  devourer  of  authors." 

*  I  suppose  Lysander  to  allude  to  a  memorandum  of  HearQe,  in  his  Bemt^ 
dieiut  Abbas,  p.  iv.,  respecting^  Robert  Bubton  being  a  coUector  of  "andeot 
popular  little  pieces."  From  this  authority  we  find  that  he  gave  "  a  grsai 
variety"  of  these  pieces,  with  a  multitude  of  books,  of  the  best  kind,  to  the 
"Bodleian  library."— One  of  these  was  that  "  opus  inoomparabile,"  the  "Hit- 
toty  qf  Tom  Thumb,**  and  the  other,  the  **  PUatant  cutd  Merry  EisUny  <^tkt 
Mylner  (^f  Abingdon  "  The  expression  "sacred  secret  soul  soliloquies"  beloDgs 
to  Braithwait :  and  is  thus  beautifully  interwoyen  in  the  f oUowing  harmonioas 
couplets : 

No  mlnate  bat  affords  some  tears. 

No  walks  but  private  solitary  groves 

Shut  from  frequent,  his  contemplation  loves  ; 

No  treatise,  nor  discourse,  so  sweetly  please 

As  sacred-secret  soule  soliloquies. 

Aroadian.  Prineenc,  Itb.  4,  pi  lOL 

And  see,  gentle  reader,  how  the  charms  of  solitude— of  "  walking  alone  in  some 
solitary  gnrove,  betwixt  wood  and  water,  by  a  brook-side,  to  meditate  upon  some 
delightsome  and  pleasant  subject "  are  depicted  by  the  truly  original  pencil  of 
this  said  Robert  Burton,  in  his  AnaUmy  of  Mdancholy,  Tol.  L,  p.  126,  edit.  1804. 
But  our  themo  is  Bibliomania.  Take,  therefore,  concerning  the  same  author, 
the  following  :  and  then  hesitate,  if  thou  canst,  about  his  being  infected  with  the 
B00K-DI8BASB.  "  What  a  catalogue  of  new  books  all  this  year,  all  this  age  (I  say) 
have  our  Frank-furt  marts,  our  domestic  marts,  brought  out!  Twice  a  year, 
'  Proferunt  se  nova  ingenia  et  ostontant ;'  we  stretch  our  wits  out  I  and  set  them 
to  sale :  '  Magno  conatu  nihil  agimus,'  &c.  '  Quis  tam  avidus  librorum  helluo,' 
who  can  read  them  ?  As  already,  we  shall  have  a  vast  chaos  and  confusion  of 
books ;  we  are  oppressed  with  them  ;  our  eyes  ake  with  reading,  our  fingers  with 
turning,"  &c.  This  is  painting  ad  cinim — after  the  life.  We  see  and  feel  every 
thing  described.  Truly,  none  but  a  thorough  master  in  bibliomaniacal  mysteries 
could  have  thus  thought  and  written  !  See  "  DemocritM  to  the  Reader,**  p.  10 ; 
perhaps  the  most  lii^hly  finished  piece  of  dissection  in  tho  whoIeana/omrVaf  vort. 


THE  DRAWING  ROOM.  287 

Rouse,  the  Librarian  of  Bodleian,  is  said  to  have 
liberally  assisted  Burton  in  furnishing  him  with  choice 
books  for  the  prosecution  of  his  extraordinary  work. 

About  this  period  lived  Lord  Lumley  ;  a  nobleman  of 
no  mean  reputation  as  a  bibliomaniac.  But  what  shall 
we  say  to  Lord  Shaftesbury's  eccentric  neighbour,  Henry 
Hastings  ?  who,  in  spite  of  his  hawks,  hounds,  kittens, 
and  oysters,*  could  not  for  forbear  to  indulge  his  book  pro- 
pensities though  in  a  moderate  degree  !    Let  us  fancy  we 

*  Of  the  biblioDumiacal  spirit  of  LoBO  Lumley  the  reader  has  already  had 
some  slight  mention  made  at  pages  273,  281,  ante.  Of  Hbnbt  Habtinob,  Gilpin 
has  furnished  ns  ¥rith  some  anecdotes  which  deserre  to  be  here  recorded.  They 
are  taken  from  Hutohin's  Hist,  of  Dortetthire,  toI.  iL,  p.  68.  **  Mr.  Hastinos  was 
low  of  stature,  but  strong  and  active,  of  a  ruddy  complexion;  with  flaxen  hair.  His 
deaths  were  always  of  green  doth.  His  house  was  of  the  old  fashion  ;  in  the 
midst  of  a  large  park,  well  stocked  with  deer,  rabbits,  and  fish-ponds.  He  had  a 
long  narrow  bowling  green  in  it,  and  used  to  play  with  round  sand  bowls.  Here 
too  he  had  a  banquetting  room  built,  like  a  stand  in  a  large  tree.  He  kept  all 
sorts  of  hounds,  that  ran  buck,  fox,  hare,  otter,  and  badger ;  and  had  hawks  of  all 
kinds,  both  long  and  short  winged.  His  great  hall  was  commonly  strewed  with 
marrow-bones,  and  full  of  hawk-perches,  hounds,  spaniels,  and  terriers.  The 
upper  end  of  it  was  hung  with  fox-skins  of  this  and  the  last  year's  killing.  Here 
and  there  a  pole-cat  was  intermixed,  and  hunter's  poles  in  great  abundance.  The 
parlour  was  a  large  room,  completely  fumished.in  the  same  style.  On  a  broad 
hearth,  paved  with  brick,  lay  some  of  the  choicest  terriers,  hounds,  and  spaniels. 
One  or  two  of  the  great  chairs  had  litters  of  cats  in  them,  which  were  not  to  be 
disturbed.  Of  these,  three  or  four  always  attended  him  at  dinner,  and  a  little 
white  wand  lay  by  his  trencher,  to  defend  it,  if  they  were  too  troublesome.  In 
the  windows,  which  were  very  large,  lay  his  arrows,  cross-bows,  and  other  accou- 
trements. The  comers  of  the  room  were  filled  with  his  best  hunting  and  hawking 
poles.  His  oyster  table  stood  at  the  lower  end  of  the  room,  which  was  in  con- 
stant use  twice  a  day,  all  the  year  round ;  for  he  never  failed  to  eat  oysters  both 
at  dinner  and  supper,  with  which  the  neighbouring  town  of  Pool  supplied  him. 
At  the  upper  end  of  the  room  stood  a  small  table  with  a  double  desk ;  one  side 
of  which  hdd  a  Chuboh  Bible  :  the  other  the  Book  of  Mabttbs.  On  different 
tables  in  the  room  lay  hawks'-hoods,  bdls,  old  hats,  with  their  crowns  thrust  in, 
full  of  pheasant  eggs,  tables,  dice,  cards,  and  store  of  tobacco  pipes.  At  one  end 
of  this  room  was  a  door,  which  opened  into  a  closet,  where  stood  bottles  of  strong 
beer  and  wine  ;  which  never  came  out  but  in  single  glasses,  which  was  the  rule 
of  the  house,  for  he  never  exceeded  himself,  nor  permitted  others  to  exceed. 
Answering  to  this  closet  was  a  door  into  an  old  chapd ;  which  had  been  long 
disused  for  devotion ;  but  in  the  pulpit,  as  the  safest  place,  was  always  to  be 
found  a  cold  chine  of  beef,  a  venison  pasty,  a  gammon  of  bacon,  or  a  great  apple- 
pye,  with  thick  crust,  well  baked.  His  table  cost  him  not  much,  though  it  was 
good  to  eat  at.  His  sports  supplied  all  but  beef  and  mutton,  except  on  Fridays, 
when  he  had  the  best  of  fish.     He  never  wanted  a  London  pudding,  and  he 
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see  him,  in  his  eightieth  year,  jnst  alighted  from  the  toils 
of  the  chase,  and  listening,  after  dinner,  with  his  **  single 
glass"  of  ale  by  his  side,  to  some  old  woman  with 
''  spectacle  on  nose  "  who  reads  to  him  a  choice  passage 
out  of  John  Fox's  Book  of  Martyrs  !  A  rare  old  boy  was 
this  Hastings.  But  I  wander— and  may  forget  another 
worthy,  and  yet  more  ardent,  bibliomaniac,  called  John 
Clungeon,  who  left  a  press,  and  some  books  carefully 
deposited  in  a  stout  chest,  to  the  parish  church  at  South- 
ampton. We  have  also  evidence  of  this  man's  having 
erected  a  press  within  the  same ;  but  human  villany  has 
robbed  us  of  every  relic  of  his  books  and  printing  furni- 
ture.* From  Southampton,  you  must  excuse  me  if  1 
take  a  leap  to  London  ;  in  order  to  introduce  you  into 
the  wine  cellars  of  one  John  Ward  ;  where,  I  suppose, 
a  few  choice  copies  of  favourite  authors  were  sometimes 
kept  in  a  secret  recess  by  the  side  of  the  oldest  bottle  of 
hock.  We  are  indebted  to  Heame  for  a  brief,  but  not 
uninteresting,  notice  of  this  vinous  book  collector.f  . 

always  aang  it  in  with  "  diy  part  lies  therein-a,''  He  drank  a  glass  or  two  of 
wine  at  meals  ;  put  syrup  of  gilly-flowers  into  his  sack,  and  had  always  a  tnn 
glass  of  small  beer  standing  by  him,  which  he  often  stirred  about  ¥rith  rosemary. 
He  lived  to  be  an  hundred,  and  never  lost  his  eyesight,  nor  used  spectacles.  He 
got  on  horseback  without  help,  and  rode  to  the  death  of  the  stag  till  he  was  past 
fourscore. **  Gilpin's  Forett  Scenery,  vol.  ii.,  pp.  23,  26.  I  should  add,  from  the 
same  authority,  that  Hastings  was  a  neighbour  of  Anthony  Ashley  Cooper,  Earl 
of  Shaftesbury,  with  whom  (as  was  likely  enough)  he  had  no  cordial  agreement. 

*  "In  the  northern  chapel  which  is  parted  from  the  side  aile  by  a  beautiful 
open  Gk>thic  screen,  is  a  handsome  monument  to  the  memory  of  the  lord  CSian- 
cellor  Wriothesly,  and  a  large  and  costly  standing  chest,  carved  and  inlaid,  and 
stated,  by  an  inscription  on  its  front,  to  have  been  given,  %nth  the  hooit  is^ii,  hj 
John  Clunoeon.    The  inscription  is  as  follows : 

"John,  the  sonne  of  John  Clungeon  of  this  towne,  Alderman,  ended  this 
presse  and  gave  certain  books,  who  died,  anno  1646. 

"The  books  are,  however,  now  gone,  and  the  surplices,  &c  are  kept  in  the 
chest "  See  a  tasteful  and  elegantly  printed  little  volume,  entitled  **A  Walt 
through  Southampton ;"  by  Sir  H,  C.  JSngUfield,  Bart.    1801,  8vo.,  p.  6i. 

t  Ward  is  described  by  Heame  as  being  '*  a  citizen  and  vintner  of  London,** 
and  "a  lover  of  antiquity's."  He  had  a  copy  of  the  Chartulary  qf  Dunttaple,  in 
MS.,  which  was  put  by  Wanley  into  the  Harleian  collection.  The  following 
entry  is  too  much  of  a  characteristic  trait,  not  to  be  gratifying  to  the  palate  of  a 
thorough  bred  bibliomaniac  :  it  relates  to  the  said  Chartulary :— "also  tins  vel- 
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Lis.  If  Master  Cox,  "  by  profession  a  mason, "  and 
living  in  the  country,  could  have  collected  such  a  cabi- 
net of  romances  and  ballads — why  should  not  a  wine 
merchant,  living  in  the  metropolis,  have  turned  his  at- 
tention to  a  similar  pursuit,  and  have  been  even  more 
successful  in  the  objects  of  it  ? 

IPhil.  I  know  not;  particularly  as  we  have,  at  the 
present  day,  some  commercial  characters — whose  deal- 
ings in  trade  are  as  opposite  to  books  as  frogs  are  to 
roast  beef — absolute  madmen  in  search  after  black- 
letter,  large  paper,  and  uncut  copies!  But  proceed, 
Lysander. 

Lysand.  Such  was  the  influence  of  the  Book  Mama 
about,  or  i-ather  a  little  before,  this  period  that  even  the 
sacred  retirement  of  a  monastery,  established  upon  Pro- 
testant principles,  and  conducted  by  rules  so  rigid  as 
almost  to  frighten  the  hardiest  ascetic,  even  such  a  spot 
was  unable  to  resist  the  charms  of  book-collecting  and 
book-embellishment.  How  St.  Jerome  or  St.  Austin 
would  have  lashed  the  Ferrar  Family  ♦  for  the  gor- 


lum,  at  both  ends  of  the  booke,  was  thpn  added,  put  in,  and  inserted,  at  the  costs 
of  the  said  Mr.  (JOHK)  Ward,  in  the  said.yeare  of  our  Lord,  1655, 

8,  dm 

binding  and  claspes        .  4    00 

vellum    ....  4    00" 

Annals  of  Dunttaple Priory,  vol.  i,,  p.  xxx.,  note. 

*  It  remains  here  to  make  good  the  above  serious  charges  brought  against  the 
ancient  and  worthy  family  of  the  Ferbars  ;  and  this  it  is  fully  in  my  power  to 
do,  from  the  effectual  aid  afforded  me  by  Dr.  Wordsworth,  in  the  fifth  volume  of 
his  EccUsiastical  Biographf ;  where  the  better  part  of  Dr.  Peckard's  Life  of 
Nicholas  Ferrar  is  published,  together  with  some  valuable  and  original  addenda 
from  the  archiepiscopal  library  at  Lambeth.  Be  it,  however,  known  to  Dr.  Words- 
worth, and  the  reviewer  of  the  Ecclesiastical  Biography  in  the  Quarterly  Review, 
vol.  iv.,  pp.  98,  108,  that  Heame  had  previously  published  a  copious  and  curious 
account  of  the  monastery  at  Little  Gidding  in  the  supplement  to  his  Thorn,  Caii, 
Vind,  AntiquiL  Ozon.,  1730,  8vo.,  vol.  ii.  :  which,  as  far  as  I  have  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  examining  Dr.  Wordsworth's  account,  does  not  appear  to  have  been 
known  to  this  latter  editor.  We  will  now  proceed  to  the  bibliomuiiacal  anecdotes 
of  Nicholas  Ferrar,  senior  and  junior.  **  Amongst  other  articles  of  instruc- 
tion and  amusement,  Mr.  Ferrar  (senior)  entertained  an  ingenious  Book-binder 
who  taught  the  family,  females  as  well  as  males,  the  whole  art  and  skill  of  book- 
bindlny,  gilding,  lettering,  and  what  they  called  pasting-printing,  by  the  use  of 
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geous  decorations  of  their  volumes^  and  for  devoting'  so 
much  precious  time  and  painful  attention  to  the  art  and 


the  rolling  press.  By  this  assistaoce  he  composed  a  full  harmony,  or  oonooid- 
ance,  of  the  four  evangelists,  adorned  wiih  many  beautiful  pieturet,  which  required 
more  than  a  year  for  the  composition,  and  was  divided  into  150  heads  or  diap- 
ters."  There  is  then  a  minute  account  of  the  mechanical  process  (in  which  the 
nieces  assisted)  how,  by  means  of  "  great  store  of  the  best  and  strongest  white 
paper,  nice  knives  andscissars,  pasting  and  rolling-press"  work— the ardooot task 
was  at  length  accomplished :  and  Mary  Collet,  one  of  Mr.  Femr's  nieces,  put 
the  grand  finishing  stroke  to  the  whole,  by  "  doing  a  deed  '^— which  has  anapt 
asunder  the  threads  of  Penelope's  web  for  envy  :—  "  She  bound  the  book  en- 
tirely, ALL  WROUGHT  IN  GOLD,  iu  a  new  and  most  elegant  fashion.  *  Hie  fame 
of  this  book,  or  concordance,  as  it  was  called,  reached  the  ears  of  Charies  I., 
who  "  intreated  *'  (such  was  his  Majesty's  expression)  to  be  favoured  with  a  sight 
of  it.  Laud  and  Cousins,  who  were  then  chaplains  in  waiting,  presented  it  to  the 
King ;  who  "  after  long  and  serious  looking  it  over,  said.  This  is  indeed  a  most 
valuable  work,  and  in  many  respects  to  be  presented  to  the  greatest  prince  upon 
earth  :  for  the  matter  it  contains  is  the  richest  of  all  treasures.  Tba  laborioaa 
composure  of  it  into  this  excellent  form  of  an  Harmcny,  the  judicious  oontrivance 
of  the  method,  the  curious  workmanship  in  so  neatly  cutting  out  and  disposing 
the  text,  the  nice  laying  of  these  cosily  pictures,  and  the  exquisite  art  exprased  t» 
the  binding,  are,  I  really  think,  not  to  be  equalled.  I  must  acknowledge  myself 
to  be,  indeed,  greatly  indebted  to  the  family  for  this  jbwil  :  and  whatever  is 
in  my  power  I  shall,  at  any  time,  be  ready  to  do  for  any  of  thenu' "  .Medm, 
Biogr,,  vol.  v.,  172—8.  This  was  spoken,  by  Charles,  in  the  true  spirit  of  a  Book- 
Knight  I  Cromwell,  I  suppose,  would  have  shewn  the  same  mercy  to  this  tzea- 
sure  as  he  did  to  the  madonnas  of  Raffaelle — thrown  it  behind  the  fire,  as 
idolatrous  !  The  nephew  emulated  and  eclipsed  the  bibliomaniaoal  celebrity  of 
his  uncle.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one,  he  executed  three  books  (or  "  wotIes  "  as 
they  are  called)  of  imcommon  curiosity  and  splendour.  Archbishop  Laud,  who 
had  a  keen  eye  and  solid  judgment  for  things  of  this  sort  (as  the  reader  will  find 
in  the  following  pages)  undertook  to  introduce  young  Ferrare  to  the  King,  The 
introduction  is  told  in  such  a  pleasing  style  of  naivett,  and  the  manual  dexterity 
of  the  young  bibliomaniac  is  so  smartly  commended  by  Charles,  that  I  eannot 
find  it  in  my  heart  to  abridge  much  of  the  narrative.  **  When  the  irfng  saw  the 
Archbishop  enter  the  room,  he  said,  '  What  have  you  brought  with  you  those 
rarities  and  jewels  you  told  me  of  ?'  '  Yea,  sire,'  replied  the  bishop ;  *  here  is 
the  TOUNG  GENTLEMAN  and  his  works.'  So  the  bishop,  taking  him  by  the  hand, 
led  him  up  to  the  king.  He,  failing  down  on  his  knees,  the  king  gave  him  his 
hand  to  kiss,  bidding  him  rise  up.  The  box  was  opened,  and  Nicholas  Fkrbab, 
first  presented  to  the  king  that  book  made  for  the  prince  ;  who  taking  it  from 
him,  looking  well  on  the  outside,  which  was  aJl  green  velvet,  stately  and  riekly  • 
gilt  all  over^  with  greai  broad  strings,  edged  with  gold  lace,  and  curioudy  boumd, 
said,  '  Here  is  a  fino  book  for  Charles,  indeed  !  I  hope  it  will  soon  make  him  in 
love  with  what  is  within  it,  for  J  know  it  is  good,'  &c.  And  lo  !  here  are  also 
«tore  of  rare  pictures  to  delight  his  eye  with  !  &c.,  &c.  Then,  turning  him  to 
the  Lord  of  Canterbury,  he  said,  '  Let  this  young  gentleman  have  your  letters  to 
the  princos  to-morrow,  to  Ricbmond,and  let  him  carry  this  present.     It  is  a  good 
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mystery  of  -Book-binding !  Yes,  Lisardo ;  it  is  truly 
carious  to  think  upon  the  Little  Oidding  Monastery — 
near  which,  perhaps,  were 

"  nigged  rocks,  that  holy  knees  had  worn — '* 

day,  you  know,  and  a  good  work  would  be  done  upon  it.'    So  he  gave  Nicholas 
Famr  the  book  ;  who,  canying  it  to  the  box,  took  out  of  it  a  very  large  jiaper 
book,  which  was  the  Foubth  Work,  and  laid  it  on  the  table  before  the  king. 
'  For  whom,'  said  the  king, '  is  this  model  V    *  For  your  majesty's  eyes,  if  you 
please  to  honour  it  so  much.*    '  And  that  I  will  gladly  do,'  said  the  king,  '  and 
nerer  be  weaiy  of  such  sights  as  I  know  you  will  ofifer  imto  me.'    The  king 
having  well  perused  the  title  page,  beginning,   '  The  Qospol  of  our  Lord  and 
Wasaed  Saviour,  Jesus  Christ,  in  eight  several  languages,'  &c,  said  unto  the  lords, 
'  Tea  an  see  that  one  good  thing  produceth  another.    Here  we  have  more  and 
mors  zarities  ;  from  print  now  to  pen.    These  are  fair  hands,  well  written,  and 
••  wen  oomposed.'    Then  replied  the  Lord  of  Canterbury,  '  When  your  majesty 
liath  seen  an,  you  will  have  more  and  more  cause  to  admire.'    '  What  r  said  the 
king^  'is  it  possible  we  shall  behold  yet  more  rarities  f  then  said  the  bishop  to 
Micfaolas  Feirar,  '  Roach  the  other  piece  thai  is  in  the  box  :'  and  this  we  call  the 
Ftarm  Work  ;  the  title  being  Novum  Tettamenium,  dx.,  ta  vigintiqwUuor  Unguis, 
Sg»    The  king,  opening  the  book,  said,  '  Better  and  better.    This  is  the  largest 
and  foinst  paper  that  ever  1  saw.'    Then,  reading  the  title-pa^,  he  said,  '  What 
ii  tUsf    What  have  we  here  T    The  inoomparablest  book  this  will  be,  as  ever  eye 
babekL    My  lords,  come,  look  well  upon  it.    This  finished,  must  be  the  Empe- 
BOB  or  ALL  Books.    It  is  the  crown  of  all  works.    It  is  an  admirable  master- 
pieee.    The  world  cannot  match  it.    I  believe  you  are  all  of  my  opinion.'    The 
ksdi  an  seconded  the  king,  and  each  spake  his  mind  of  it.    '  I  observe  two 
thiogi  amongst  others^'  said  the  king,  'very  remarkable,  if  not  admirable.    The 
fizBi  ia^  how  is  it  possible  that  a  young  man  of  twenty-one  years  of  age  (for  ho 
had  asked  the  Lord  of  Canterbury  before,  how  old  Nicholas  Ferrar  was)  should 
ev«r  attain  to  the  understanding  and  knowledge  of  more  languages  than  he  is  of 
yaars ;  and  to  have  the  courage  to  venture  upon  such  an  Atlas  work,  or  Hercules 
lahoor.    The  other  is  also  of  high  commendation,  to  see  him  write  so  many  seve- 
iml  langnagea,  so  well  as  these  are,  each  in  its  proper  character.    Sure  so  few 
years  had  been  well  spent,  some  men  might  think,  to  have  attained  only  to  the 
writiug  thus  fairly,  of  these  twenty-four  languages  I'    All  the  lords  replied  his 
majesty  had  judged  right;  and  said,  except  they  had  seen,  as  they  did,  the 
yooDg  gentleman  there,  and  the  book  itself,  all  the  world  should  not  have  per- 
suaded them  to  the  belief  of  it"     JScdesicutieal  Biography,  vol.   v.,   pp.  216, 
89K    Bat  whatever  degree  of  credit  or  fame  of  young  Ferrars  might  suppose  to 
have  been  attached  to  the  execution  of  these  "  pieces,"  his  emulation  was  not 
damped,  nor  did  his  industry  slacken,  'till  he  had  produced  a  specimen  of  much 
gnater  powers  of  book-decoration.     His  appetite  was  that  of  a  giant ;  for  he  was 
not  satisfied  with  any  thing  short  of  bringring  forth  a  volume  of  such  dimonsions 
as  to  make  the  bearer  of  it  groan  beneath  its  weight— and  the  beholders  of  it 
dasxled  with  its  lustre,  and  astonished  at  its  amplitude.    Perhaps  there  is  not  a 
more  carious  book-anecdote  upon  rocord  than  the  following.     ''Charles  tho  1st, 
his  son  Charles,  the  Palsgrave,  and  the  Duko  of  Lennox,  paid  a  visit  to  the 
monastery  of  Little  Giddiog,  in  Huntingdonshire— the  abode  of  the  Ferrars." — 
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and  to  imagine  that  the  occupiers  of  such  a  place  were 
infected — nay,  inflamed — with  a  most  powerful  ardour 
for  curious,  neat,  splendid,  and,  I  dare  venture  to  affirm, 
matchless  copies  of  the  several  volumes  which  they  com- 
posed !  But  I  will  now  hasten  to  give  very  different 
evidence  of  the  progress  of  this  disease,  by  noticing  the 
labours  of  a  bibliomaniac  of  first  rate  celebrity ;  I  mean 
Elias  Ashmolk  :  *  whose  museum  at  Oxford  abundantly 

"  Then,  the  king  was  pleased  to  go  into  the  house,  and  demandM  where  th« 
QBKAT  BOOK  wos,  that  he  had  heard  was  made  for  Charlee's  use.  It  was  soon 
brought  unto  him  ;  and  the  largeneu  and  weight  of  it  was  sueh  that  be  that  oar> 
ried  it  seemed  to  be  well  laden.  Which  the  duke,  obserring,  said,  '  Sir,  one  of 
your  strongest  guard  will  but  be  able  to  carry  this  book.'  Jt  being  laid  on  tha 
table  before  the  king,  it  was  told  him  that,  though  it  were  then  fairjy  bound  up 
in  purple  velvet,  that  the  outside  was  not  fuUy  finished,  as  it  should  be,  for  the 
prince's  use  and  better  liking.  '  Well,'  said  the  king, '  it  is  very  well  done.'  So 
he  opened  the  book,  the  prince  standing  at  the  table's  end,  and  the  Pal^giaTd 
and  Duke  on  each  side  of  the  king.  The  king  read  the  title  page  and  frontis. 
pice  all  over  very  deliberately ;  and  well  viewing  the  form  of  it,  how  adorned 
with  a  stately  gamitk  oj  pictwres,  dtrc.,  and  the  ouriousness  of  the  writing  of  it^ 
said,  'Charles,  here  is  a  book  that  contains  excellent  things.  This  will  make 
you  both  wise  and  good.'  Then  he  proceeded  to  turn  it  over,  leaf  by  leaf,  and 
took  exact  notice  of  all  in  it :  and  it  being  fu,ll  qf  pictures  of  sundry  nuns  emtt, 
he  could  tell  the  palsgrave,  who  seemed  also  to  be  knowing  in  that  kind,  that 
this  and  this,  and  that  and  that,  were  of  such  a  man's  graving  and  invention. 
The  prince  all  the  while  greatly  eyed  all  things ;  and  seemed  much  to  be  pleased 
with  the  book.  The  king  having  spent  some  hours  in  the  perusal  of  it,  and  dA- 
maoding  many  questions  was  occasion  as,  concerning  the  contrivement,  and  hav- 
ing received  answers  to  all  he  demanded,  at  length  said,  '  It  was  only  a  jewel  far 
a  Prince,  and  hoped  Charles  would  make  good  use  of  it :  and  I  see  and  find, 
by  what  I  have  myself  received  formerly  from  this  good  house,  that  they  go  on 
daily  in  the  prosecution  of  these  excellent  pieces.  They  are  btave  employments 
of  their  time.'  The  Palsgrave  said  to  the  prince,  'Sir,  your  father  the  king  is 
master  of  the  goodliest  ship  in  the  world,  and  I  may  now  say  you  will  be  master 
of  the  OALLANTBST  GREATEST  BOOK  in  the  world :  for  I  never  saw  suck  paper 
before  ;  and  believe  there  is  no  book  of  this  lai^geness  to  be  seen  in  Christendom.* 
'The  paper  and  the  book  in  all  conditions,'  said  the  king,  'I  believe  it  not  to  be 
matched.  Here  hath  also  in  this  book  not  wanted,  you  see,  skiU,  care,  nor  oost.' 
'It  is  a  most  admirable  piece,'  replied  the  Duke  of  Richmond.  So  the  Idn^ 
closing  the  book,  said,  'Charles,  this  is  yours.'  He  replied,  'But,  Sir,  shall  x 
not  now  have  it  with  met'  Reply  was  made  by  one  of  the  family,  ' If  it  please 
your  highness,  the  book  is  not  on  the  outside  so  finished  as  it  is  intended  for  yon^ 
but  shall  be,  with  all  expedition,  done,  and  you  shall  have  it.'  '  Well,'  said  the 
^^^^f  'y<>u  must  content  yourself  for  a  while.' — JCccUsiastical  Biography,  voL  t.^ 
p.  287. 

*  In  the  year  1774,  was  published  an  octavo  volume,  containing  the  liyas  of 
William  Lilly  the  astrologer,  and  Elias  Aahmolb  the  antiquary:  two  of  the' 
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proves    his   curious    and    pertinacious    spirit    in    book- 
collecting.     His  works,  put  forth  under  his  own  super- 


gretteBt  eroniei  of  their  day.    The  paiiiculara  of  Ashmole*8  life  are  drawn  from 
bis  own  Diary,  in  which  is  detailed  every  thing  the  most  minute  and  ridiculous  ; 
while  many  of  the  leading  features  in  his  character,  and  many  interesting  occur- 
renoes  in  hie  life,  are  wholly  suppressed.    The  editor  has  not  evinced  much  judg- 
ment in  causing  posterity  to  be  informed  when  Ashmole's  "  great  and  Utile  teelh 
•ektd,  or  were  loot :"  when  his  **neckhrtaJ:/orthf  occasional  hy  shaving  his  beard 
mik  a  bad  rasor**  (p.  812);    when   "his  maid's  bed  was  on  fire,  buJt   he  roff, 
pdcUff  {thaiitimg  Ood)  and  quenched  it"  (p.  313) ;  and  when  he  "scratched  the 
rigkl-iide  qf  lUs  buttocks,  dx.,  and  applied  pullices  thereunto,  made  of  white  bread 
enmSf  oil  qf  rotes,  and  tou  leaves ;"  (p.  S6i3— and  see  particularly  the  long  and 
dismal  entries  at  p.  368.)    All  this  might  surely  have  been  spared,  without  much 
kjuiy  to  the  reputation  of  the  sufferer.    Yet,  in  some  other  minute  entries,  we 
glean  intelligence  a  little  more  interesting.    At  p.  824,  we  find  that  Ashmole 
kad  quarrelled  with  his  wife ;  and  that  **  Mr.  Serjeant  Ma3mard  observed  to  the 
Court  that  there  Were  800  sheete  of  depositions  on  his  wife's  part,  and  not  one 
word  proved  against  him  of  using  her  ill,  or  ever  giving  her  a  bad  or  provoking 
mrdf*  at  page  830,  we  find  Ashmole  accompanying  his  heraldic  friend  Dug- 
'dile,  in  his  "visitations"  of  coimties;  also  that  "his  picture  was  drawn  by  Le 
Neve  in  his  herald's  coat :"  Loggan  afterwards  drew  it  in  black  lead :  p.  852. 
Bat  here  again  (p.  853)  we  are  gravely  informed  that  "  his  tooth,  next  his  fore 
lootk  in  his  tapper  jaw,  was  very  hose,  and  he  easily  pulled  it  out,  and  that  one 
tf  his  middle  teeth  in  his  lower  jaw,  broke  otU  while  he  w<u  at  dinner,"    He  sat 
(far  the  last  time)  for  "  a  second  picture  to  Mr.  Ryley,"  p.  879.    Ashmole's  in- 
timacy with  Lilly  was  the  foundation  of  the  former's  (supposed)  profundity  in 
alchemical  and  astrological  studies.    In  this  Diary  we  are  carefully  told  that 
"Mr.  Jonas  Moore  brought  and  acquainted  him  with  Mr.  William  Lilly,  on  a 
Friday  night,  on  the  20th  of  November,"  p.  302.     Ashmole  was  then  only  26 
years  of  age ;  and  it  will  be  readily  conceived  how,  at  this  susceptible  period,  he 
Uitened  with  rapture  to  his  master's  ezpo^tion  of  the  black  art,  and  implicitly 
adopted  the  recipes  and  maxims  he  heard  delivered.    Hence  the  pupO  generally 
ikyled  himself  Mercuriophilvs  Atriums,  aX  the  foot  of  most  of  his  title-pages: 
and  henoe  we  find  such  extraordinary  entries,  in  the  foresaid  diary,  as  the  follow- 
ing:   "This  night  (August  14, 1651)  about  one  of  the  clock,  I  fell  ill  of  a  sur- 
feit^ occasioned  by  drinking  water  afUr  Venison,    I  was  greatly  oppressed  in  my 
ff^«'n*^*» ;  and  next  day  Mr.  Saunders,  ihe  astrologian,  sent  me  a  piece  of  briony- 
loot  to  hold  in  my  hand  ;  and  within  a  quarter  of  an  hour  my  stomach  was  freed 
tnm  that  great  oppression."  p.  314.  ''  Sep.  27, 1652,  I  came  to  Mr.  John  Tomp- 
son's,  who  dwelt  near  Dove  Bridge  ;  he  used  a  call,  and  had  responses,  in  a  soft 
voice,"  p.  817.    At  p.  818  is  narrated  the  commencement  of  his  acquaintance 
with  the  famous  Arise  Evans,  a  Welsh  prophet :  whose  "  Echo  from  Heaven" 
Sc,  2  parts,  1652,   12mo.,  is  a  work  noticed  by  Warburton,  and  coveted  by 
bibliomaniacs.      Yet  one  more  quack-medicine  entry:  '* March  11,  1681.      I 
took  early  in  the   morning  a  good  dose  of  Elixir,    and  hung  three  spiders 
about  my  neck,  and  they  drove  my  ague  away — Deo  gratias !"  p.  859.    It  seems 
that  Ashmole  always  punctually  kept  ** The  Astrologer's  Feast;'*  and  that  he 
had  such  celebrity  as  a  curer  of  certain  diseases,  that  Lord  Finch  the  Chancellor 
'' sent  for  him  to  euro  him  of  his  rheumatism.     He  dined  thbre,  but  would  not 
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intendence,    with  his  name  subjoined,  shew  a    delicate 
taste,  an  active  research,  and,  if  we  except  his    Herme- 


undertake  the  cure/*  p.  364.  This  was  behaving  with  a  tolerable  degree  of 
pmdenoe  and  good  aense.  But  let  not  the  bibliomaniac  imagine. that  it  is  my 
wish  to  degrade  honest  old  Elitis  Ashmole,  by  the  foregoing  delineation  of  his 
weaknesses  and  follies.  The  ensuing  entries,  in  the  said  Diary,  will  more  than 
counterbalance  any  unfavourable  e£Fect  produced  by  its  precursors ;  and  I  give 
them  with  a  full  conviction  that  they  will  be  greedily  devoured  by  those  who 
have  been  lucky  enough  to  make  good  purchases  of  the  entire  libraries  of  deceased 
characters  of  eminence.  In  his  87th  year,  Ashmole  "  bought  of  Mr.  Milboum 
all  his  books  and  mathematical  instruments ;"  and  the  day  after  (N.B.  "  8  o'clock, 
89  min.  post  merid.")  "he  bought  Mr.  Hawkins's  books,"  p.  812.  In  the  en- 
suing year  he  "  agreed  with  Mrs.  Backhouse,  of  London,  for  her  deceased  husband's 
books,"  p.  818.  He  now  became  so  distinguished  as  a  successful  bibliomaniao 
that  Seldon  and  Twysden  sought  his  acquaintance ;  and  "  Mr.  Tredescant  and 
his  wife  told  him  that  they  had  been  long  considering  upon  whom  to  bestow 
their  clout  <if  curiotities,  and  at  last  had  resolved  to  give  it  imto  him,"  p.  826. 
Having  by  this  time  (A.D.  1658)  commenced  his  famous  work  upon  The  Order 
qf  the  Oarter,  he  was  introduced  to  Charles  11. :  kissed  hands,  and  was 
appointed  by  the  king  "  to  make  a  description  of  his  medals,  and  had  them 
delivered  into  his  hands,  and  Henry  the  VIIItk*s  closet  assigned  for  his  use," 
p.  827.  In  this  same  year  came  forth  his  "  Way  to  Blitt ;"  4to.  :  a  work  so 
invincibly  dull  that  I  despair  of  presenting  the  reader  with  any  thing  like  enter- 
tainment even  in  the  following  heterogeneous  extract :  "  When  our  natural 
heat,  the  life  of  this  little  world,  is  faint  and  gone,  the  body  shrinks  up  and  is 
defaced :  but  bring  again  heat  into  the  parts,  and  likewise  money  into  the 
bankrupt's  cofifers,  and  they  shall  be  both  lusty,  and  flourish  again  as  much  as  ever 
they  did.  But  how  may  this  heat  be  brought  again  ?  ■  To  make  few  words, 
even  as  she  is  kept  and  held  by  due  meat  and  motion;  for  if  she  faint,  and 
falleth  for  want  of  them  only,  then  give  her  them,  and  she  shall  recover  herself 
again.  Meat  is  the  bait  that  draws  her  down  :  motio^  comes  after,  like  a  Gad- 
Bu,  to  prick  her  forward ;  but  the  work  is  perfonned  in  this  order.  First  this 
meat,  which  is  that  fine  and  nthereal  oyl  often  above-described,  by  the  exceeding 
piercing  swifteness,  divides,  scatters,  and  scowres  away  the  gross  and  foul  dregs 
and  leavings  which,  for  want  of  the  tillage  of  heat,  had  overgrown  in  our  bodies, 
and  which  was  cast',  like  a  blockish  stay-fish  in  the  way,  to  stay  the  free  course 
of  the  ship  of  life :  these  flying  out  of  all  sides,  abundantly  pluck  up  all  the  old 
leavings  of  hair,  nails,  and  teeth,  by  the  roots,  and  drive  them  out  before  them  : 
in  the  mean  while,  our  medicine  makes  not  onely  clear  way  and  passage  for  life, 
if  she  list  to  stir  and  run  her  wonted  race  (which  some  t^nk  enough  of  this 
matter),  but  also  scattereth  all  about  her  due  and  desired  meat,  and  first  moisture 
to  draw  her  forward.  By  which  means  our  life,  having  gotten  both  her  full 
strength  and  liveliness,  and  returned  like  the  sun  in  summer  into  all  our  quarters, 
begins  to  work  afresh  as  she  did  at  first ;  (for  being  the  same  upon  the  same,  she 
must  needs  do  the  same)  knitting  and  binding  the  weak  and  loose  joynts  and 
sinews,  watering  and  concocting  all  by  good  digestion  ;  and  then  the  idle  parts 
like  leaves  shall,  in  this  hot  summer,  spring  and  grow  forth  afresh,  out  of  this 
new  and  young  temper  of  the  body :  and  all  the  whole  face  and  shew  shall  be 
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Heal  propensities^  a  fortunate  termination.  His  ^^opus 
maximum"  is  the  Order  of  the  Oarter;  a  volume  of 
great  elegance  both  in  the  composition  and  decorations* 
Your  copy  of  it^  I  perceived,  was  upon  large  paper ;  and 
cost  you — 

LoREN.  Not  eight  guineas — although   you  were  about 
to  say  fourteen  ! 

Lysand.    Even  so.    But  it  must  have  been  obtained 
in  the  golden  age  of  book-collecting  ? 

LoRBN.    It  was    obtained,    together    with    an    uncut 
copy  of  his  Theatrum  Chemkum^*  by  my  father,  at  the 

young  again  and  flourishing/'  pp.  119,  120.     With  such  a  farrago  of  sublime 
nonsense  were  our  worthy  forefathers  called  upon  to  be  enlightened  and  amused  1 
But  I  lose  sight  of  Ashmore's  book-purckates.     That  he  gave  away,  as  well  as 
received,  curious  volumes,  is  authentioated  by  his  gift  of  '*  five  volumes  of  Mr. 
Dugdale's  works  to  the  Temple  Library:"   p.  831.     ''Again:    I  presented  the 
public  library  at  Oxford  with  three  folio  volumes,  containing  a  description  of 
the  Consular  %Dd  Imperial  coins  there,  which  I  had  formerly  made  and  digested, 
being  all  fairly   transcribed  with  my  own  hand,"  p.  882.    But  mark  well: 
"My  first  boatful  of  books,  which  were  carried  to  Mrs.  Tredescant's,  were 
brought  back  to  the  Temple :"  also,  (May  1667)  "  I  bought  Mr.  John  Booker's 
study  of  books,  and  gave  140L  for  them,"  p.  838.    In  the  same  ^ear  that  his 
Order  qf  the  Oarter  was  published,  his  "good  friend  Mr.  Wale  sent  him  Dr. 
Dee's  original  books  and  papers,"  p.  889.    But  he  yet  went  on  buying :  "  Nil 
actum  reputans,  dum  quid  superesset  agendum  :"  for  thus  journalises  our  super- 
eminent  bibliomaniac :— (June  12,  1681)    "  I  bought   Mr.    Lilly's   library   of 
books  of  his  widow,  for  fifty  pounds,"  p.  860.    In  August,  1682,  Ashmole  went 
towards  Oxford,  "  to  see  the  building  prepared  to  receive  his  rarities ;"  and  in 
March,  1688,  "  the  last  load  of  his  rarities  was  sent  to  the  barge."    In  July, 
1687,  he  received  a  parcel  of  books  from  J.  W.  Imhoff,  of  Nurembergh,  among 
which  was  his  Excelleniium  Familiarum  in  Oallia  OenecUogia:   p.  879.      But 
it  is  time  to  put  an  end  to  this  unwieldly  note  :    reserving  the  account  of  Ash- 
mole's  Order  of  the  Oarter,  and  Tkeatrum  Chemicumf  for  the  ensuing  one — and 
slightly  informing  the  reader,  of  what  he  may  probably  be  apprised,  that  our 
illustrious  bibliomaniac  bequeathed  his  museum  of  curiosities  and  library  of. 
books  to  his  beloved  Alma  Mater  Oxonibnsis — having  first  erected  a  large 
building  for  their  reception.    It  is  justly  said  of  him,  in  the  inscription  upon 
his  tombstone, 

DURANTE  MUSiBO  ASHMOLBANO  OXON. 
NUNQUAM  MORITURUS. 

A  summer  month  might  be  profitably  passed  in  the  Ashmolean  collection  of 
Books !  Let  us  not  despair  that  a  complete  Ca/talogwe  Raitonni  of  them  may  yet 
be  given. 

*  First  let  us  say  a  few  words  of  the  Theateum  Chehicuu  Britankicum,  as 
it  was  the  anterior  publication.     It  contains  a  collection  of  ancient  English 
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shop  of  a  most  respectable  bookseller,  lately  livingr,  at 
Mews-Gate,  and  now  in  Pall-Mall-^where  the  choicest 
copies  of  rare  and  beautiful  books  are  oftentimes  to 
be  procured,  at  a  price  much  less  than  the  extravagant 
one^  given  at  book-sales.  You  observed  it  was  bound 
in  blue  morocco — and  by  that  Coryphaeus  of  book- 
binders, the  late  Roger  Paynb  ! 

Lysand.  I  observed  it 'had  a  '^  glorious  aspect/'  as 
bibliographer's  term  it. 

Lis.   But  what  has  become  of  Ashinole  all  this  while  ? 

Lysand.  I  will  only  further  remark  of  him  that^  if 
he  had  not  suffered  his  mind  to  wander  in  quest  of  the 
puzzling  speculations  of  alchemy  and   astrology — which 


poetical  pieces  relating  to  Alchemy,  or  the  *'  Hermetique  Mysteries  ;**  and 
published  in  a  neat  quarto  yolume,  in  1652 ;  accompanied  with  a  rich  sprinkling 
of  plates  "cut  in  brass;"  and  copious  annotations,  at  the  end,  by  Ashmole  him^ 
self.    Of  these  plates,  some  are  precious  to  the  antiquary;  for  reasons 
will  be  given  by  me  in  another  woric.    At  present^  all  that  need  be  said  is  that 
fine  tall  copy  of  it  brings  a  fair  sum  of  money.    I  never  heard  of  the 
of  a  large  paper  impression.    It  went  to  press  in  July  1651 ;  and  on  the  26th  o^= 
January  following,   **  the  first  copy  of  it  was  sold  to  the  Earl  of  PMnbrok*  fi^ 
see  the  Diary,  pp.  313—315.    In  May,  1658,  Ashmole  made  his  first  visit  to 
Record  Ofiioe  in  the  Tower,  to  collect  materials  for  his  work  of  "Thb  OBim  o 
THE  Garter."    In  May  following,  Hollar  accompanied  the  author  to 
to  take  views  of  the  castle.    In  the  winter  of  1665,  Ashmole  composed  a  *'{ 
part  of  the  work  at  Roe-Bomes  (the  plague  increasing)."    In  May,  1672,  a  eopy 
of  it  was  presented  to  King  Charles  II.  :  and  in  June,  the  following  year. 
mole  received  **  his  privy-seal  lor  400/.  out  of  the  custom  of  paper,  which  th»  i 
king  woR  pleased  to  bestow  upon  him  for  the  same."    This,  it  must  be 
was  a  liberal  remuneration.     But  the  author's  honours  increased  and  multiplic 
beyond  his  most  sanguine  expectations.     Princes  and  noblemen,  abroad  and  ar.^B 
home,  read  and  admirod  his  work ;  and  Ashmole  had  golden  chains  plaoed  rounds  * 
his  neck,  and  other  superb  presents  from  the  greater  part  of  them  ;  one  of 
(from  the  Elector  of  Brandenburgh)  is  described  as  being  "composed  of  ninet] 
links,  of  philagreen  links  in  great  knobs,  most  curious  work,"  Silo,     In  short, 
such  was  the  golden  harvest  which  showered  down  upon  him  on  all  sides,  on  aoooiml 
of  this  splendid  publication,  that   "he  made  a  feast  at  his  house  in  Soutfa^ 
Lambeth,  in  honour  to  his  benefactors  of  the  work  of  the  oartbb."    I  hopo 
he  had  the  conscience  to  make  Hollar  his  Vice-President,  or  to  seat  him  at  his 
right  hand  ;  for  this  artist's  Engravings,  much  more  than  the  author's  composi- 
tion, will  immortalise  the  volume.    Yet  the  artist — died  in  penury !    These 
particulars  relating  to  this  popular  work,  which  it  was  thought  might  be  amusing 
to  the  lover  of  fine  books,  have  been  faithfully  extracted  from  the  'foremen- 
tioned  original  and  amusing  Diary.     The  Otrter  of  the  Garta'  was  originally 
sold  fori/.  lOf.    See  ClaceTt  Catalogue,  1675,  p.  31. 
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he  conceived  himself  bound  to  do  in  consequence^  pro- 
bably^  of  wearing  John  Dee's  red  velvet  night  cap — he 
might  have  mingled  a  larger  portioii  of  common  sense 
and  sound  practical  observations  in  his  writings. 

But  a  truce  to  worthy  old  Elias.  For  see  yonder  the 
bibliomaniacal  spirit  of  Archbishop  Laud  pacing  your 
library !     With  one  hand  resting  upon  a  folio,*  it  points. 


*  Archbishop  Laud,  who  has  beheaded  in  the  year  1644,  had  a  great  foodr 
Dees  for  sumptuous  deooration  in  dress,  books,  and  eoolesiastical  establishments ; 
which  made  him  snspeoted  of  a  leaning  towards  the  Roman  Catholic  religion. 
His  life  has  been  written  by  Dr.  Heylin,  in  a  heavy  folio  volume  of  547  pages ; 
and  in  which  we  have  a  sufficiently  prolix  account  of  the  politick  occurrence 
during  Laud's  primacy,  but  rather  a  sparing,  or  indeed  no,  account  of  his  private 
life  and  tr^ts  of  domestic  character.  In  Lloyd's  Mt/mowt  qf  tht  Sufferers  from 
the  year  1687  to  1660  inclusive  (1668,  foL)  are  exhibited  the  articles  of  im- 
peachment against  the  Archbishop  ;  and,  amongst  them,  are  the  following  biblio- 
maniacal  accusations.  *'  Art.  5.  Receiving  a  Bible,  with  a  crucifix  embroidered 
on  the  cover  of  it  by  a  lady.  Art.  6.  A  book  of  popish  pictures,  two  MutaU, 
Pontificals,  and  Breviaries,  which  he  made  use  of  as  a  scholar.  Art.  7.  His  (own) 
admirable  Book  qf  Devotion,  digested  according  to  the  ancient  way  of  canonical 
hours,  &c.  Art.  19.  The  book  <^f  Sports,  which  was  published  first  in  King 
James  his  reign,  before  he  had  any  power  in  the  church ;  and  afterward  in  King 
Charles  his  reign,  before  he  had  the  chief  power  in  the  church,"  be.,  pp.  2S5— 287. 
But  if  Laud's  head  was  doomed  to  be  severed  from  his  body  in  consequence  of* 
these  his  bibliomaniacal  frailties,  what  would  have  been  said  to  the  fine  copy  of 
one  of  the  Salisbury  Primers  or  Missals,  printed  by  Pynson  UPON  vellum,  which 
once  belonged  to  this  archbishop,  and  is  now  in  the  library  of  St.  John's  College, 
Oxford?  1  Has  the  reader  ever  seen  the  same  primate's  copy  of  the  Aldine 
Aristophanes,  1498,  in  the  same  place?  'Tis  a  glorious  volume;  and  I  think 
nearly  equals  my  friend  Mr.  Heber's  copy,  once  Lord  Halifax's,  of  the  same 
edition.  Of  Ltaud's  benefactions  to  the  Bodleian  Library,  the  bibliographer  will 
see  ample  mention  made  in  the  Catalogus  Librorum  Manuscriptorum  AngluB, 
Hibernite,  Ac.,  1697,  folio.  The  following,  from  Heylin,  is  worth  extracting: 
"  Being  come  near  the  block,  he  (Laud)  put  o£f  his  doublet,  kc,  and  seeing 
through  the  chink  of  the  boards  that  some  people  were  got  under  the  scaffold, 
about  the  very  place  where  the  block  was  seated,  he  called  to  the  officer  for  some 
dust  to  stop  tiiem,  or  to  remove  the  people  thence ;  saying,  it  was  no  part.of  his 
desire  '  that  his  blood  should  fall  upon  the  heads  of  the  people.'  Never  did  man 
put  off  mortality  with  a  better  courage,  nor  look  upon  his  bloody  and  malicious 
enemies  with  more  christian  charity."  Ctfprianus  An^icus;  or  the  Ltfe  and 
Death  oj  Laud ;  1668,  fol. ;  p.  586.  In  the  Master's  library  at  St.  John's*  Oxford, 
they  shew  the  velvet  cap  which  it  is  said  Laud  wore  at  his  execution ;  and  in 
which  the  mark  of  the  axe  is  sufficiently  visible.  The  archbishop  was  a  great 
benefactor  to  this  college.  Mr.  H.  Ellis,  of  the  Museum,  who  with  myself  were 
'*  quondam  socii"  of  the  same  establishment,  writes  me,  that  "  Among  what  are 
called  the  king's  pamphlets  in  the  British  Museum,  is  a  fragment  of  a  tract. 
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with  the  other,  to  your  favourite  print  of  the  public 
buildings  of  the  University  of  OiLford— thereby  remind- 
ing us  of  his  attachment,  while  living,  to  literature  and 
fine  books,  and  of  his  benefactions  to  the  Bodleian 
Library.  Now  it  "looks  firowningly"  upon  us;  and, 
turning  round,  and  shewing  the  yet  reeking  gash  firom 
which  the  life-blood  flowed,  it  flits  away — 

Par  levibuB  ventiB,  volucrique  Bimillima  somno  ! 

Peace,  peace,  thou  once  "  lofty  spirit" — ^peace  to  thy 
sepulchre — always  consecrated  by  the  grateful  student 
who  has  been  benefited  by  thy  bounty  ! 

Perhaps  Laud  should  have  been  noticed  a  little  earlier 
in  this  list  of  bibliomanical  heroes;  but,  having  here 
noticed  him,  I  cannot  refrain  from  observing  to  yon 
that  the  notorious  Hugh  Pbters  revelled  in  some  of 
the  spoils  of  the  archbishop's  library ;  and  that  there 
are,  to  the  best  of  my  recollection,  some  curious  Entries 
on  the  journals  of  the  House  of  Commons  relating  to 
the  same.* 


without  title,  of  fifty-six  pages  only,  impo^eot ;  beginning, '  A  briefe  examinatioo 
of  a  certaine  pamphlet  lately  printed  in  Scotland,  and  intituled  Ladammm 
AutoecUacritii/  &c.,  'The  Cantabarians  Solf-Conviction.'  On  the  blank  loftf 
prefixed,  is  the  following  remark  in  a  hand  of  the  time.  'This  Briefe  Rt^mp^i 
following,  was  found  in  the  Archbishop's  (Laud  ?)  Library,  wher  the  whole  im- 
pression of  those  seauen  sheets  was  found,  but  nether  beginning  nor  ending  more 
then  is  hearein  contained.  May  11th,  1644.'  This  work,  (continues  Mr.  Ellis,) 
which  is  a  singular  and  valuable  curiosity,  is  in  fact  a  personal  TindicatioD  of 
Archbishop  Laud,  not  only 'from  the  slandors  of  the  pamphlet,  but  from  those 
of  the  times  in  greneral  :  and. from  internal  ovidcnco  could  have  boon  written  by 
no  ono  but  himself.  It  is  in  a  style  of  writing  beyond  that  of  the  ordinary 
productions  of  the  day." 

*  I  am  indebted  to  the  same  literary  friend  who  gave  me  the  intelligeooe 
which  closes  the  last  note,  for  the  ensuing  partioulara  relating  to  Hugh  Petibs  ; 
which  ore  taken  from  the  journals  of  the  lower  house  :  "  Ao.  1643-4.  March  8. 
Ordered,  that  a  study  of  books,  to  the  value  of  100/.  out  of  such  books  as  ars 
so<iuostorod,  be  forthwith  bestowed  upon  Mr.  Peters.*'  Journals  qftke  Houm  qf 
Commoiu,  vol.  ii.,  p.  421.  "Ao.  1644.  25  April.  Whereas  this  House  was 
formerly  pleased  to  bestow  upon  Mr.  Peters  books  to  the  value  of  100/.,  it  is 
this  day  ordered  that  Mr.  Rocordor,  Mr.  Wliitlock,  Mr.  Hill,  or  two  of  them, 
do  cause  to  be  delivered  to  Mr.  PeterK,  to  the  value  of  100/.,  books  out  of  the 
private  and  {larticiilar  study  of  the  ARCiiBiSHor  of  Canterbury."  Id.,  vol.  iii., 
p.  469.     "Ao.  1644.  20  Junij.    Dies  publico;  Humiliationis.    Mr.  Peters  made 
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Lis.  This  is  extraordinary  enough.  But,  if  I  well 
remember,  you  mentioned,  a  short  time  ago,  the  name  of 
Braithwait  as  connected  with  that  of  Peacham.  Now, 
as  I  persume  Lorenzo  has  not  tied  down  his  guests  to 
any  rigid  chronological  rules,  in  their  literary  chit-chat, 
so  I  presume  you  might. revert  to  Braithwait,  without 
being  taxed  with  any  great  violation  of  colloquial 
order. 

Lysamd.  Nay,  I  am  not  aware  of  any  bookish  anec- 
dote concerning  Braithwait  He  was  mentioned  with 
Peacham  as  being  a  like  accomplished  character.*     Some 


a  lai^  and  full  relation  of  the  state  of  the  western  counties,  and  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  my  Lord  General's  army,  since  its  coming  thither,"  &o.  "  Whereas, 
*  formerly,  books  to  the  amount  of  100/.  were  bestowed  upon  Mr.  Peters  out  of  the 
archbishop's  private  library,  and  whereas  the  said  study  is  appraised  at  above  40/. 
more  than  the  100/.,  it  is  ordered  this  day  that  Mr.  Peters  shall  have  the  whole 
study  of  books  freely  bestowed  upon  him."  Id.  p.  544.  "  Ao.  1660.  May  16. 
Ordered,  That  all  books  and  papers,  heretofore  belonging  to  the  library  of  the 
archbishop  of  Canterbury,}  and  now,  or  lately,  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Hugh 
Petsbs,  be  forthwith  secured."  In  Ashmole's  life,  before  the  first  volume  of  his 
Antiq.  of  Berkshire,  it  is  said  in  Aug.  1660,  "  Mr.  Ashmole  had  a  commission  to 
examine  that  infamous  buffoon  and  trumpeter  of  rebellion,  Hugh  Peters,  con- 
cerning the  disposal  of  the  pictures,  jewels,  &c.,  belonging  to  the  royal  family, 
which  were  committed  chiefly  to  his  care,  and  sold  and  dispersed  over  Europe  : 
which  was  soon  brought  to  a  conclusion  by  the  obstinacy  or  ignorance  of  their 
criminal,  who  either  would  not,  or  was  not  able  to,  give  the  desired  satisfaction." 

*  The  talents  of  Richard  Bbaithwait  do  not  appear  to  me  to  be  so  gene- 
rally known  and  highly  commended  as  they  merit  to  be.  His  Nursery  for 
Gentry,  1651,  4to.  (with  his  portrait  in  an  engraved  frontispiece  by  Marshall),  is 
written  with  the  author's  usual  point  and  spirit ;  but,  as  J  humbly  conceive,  is  a  less 
interesting  performance  than  his  JEnglith  Gentleman,  1688,  4to.  (with  a  frontis- 
piece by  Marshall),  or  English  Gentlewoman,  ,1681,  4to.  (also  with  a  frontispiece 
by  the  same  artist).  There  is  a  terseness  and  vigour  in  Braithwait's  style 
which  .is  superior  to  that  of  his  contemporary,  Peacham ;  who  seems  to 
excel  in  a  calm,  easy,  and  graceful  manner  of  composition.  Both  these  eminent 
writers  are  distinguished  for  their  scholastic  and  gentlemanly  attainments; 
but  in  the  "  divine  art  of  poesy"  (in  which  light  I  mean  here  more  particularly 
to  display  the  powers  of  Braithwait)  Peacham  has  no  chance  of  being  considered 
even  as  a  respectable  competitor  with  his  contemporary.  Mr.  Geoi^  Ellis,  in 
his  pleasing  Specimens  of  the  early  English  Poets,  vol.  iii.,  p.  108,  has  selected 
two  songs  of  Braithwait  "from  a  work  not  enumerated  by  Wood;"  calling 
the  author,  "a  noted  wit  and  poet."  His  fame,  however,  is  not  likely  to 
<  <  gather  strength"  from[these  effusions.  It  is  from  some  passages  in  The  A  rcadian 
Princesse—A  work- which  has  been  already,  and  more  than  once,  referred  to,  but 
which  is  too  dislocated  and  heterogeneous  to  rooommend  to  a  complete  perusal — 
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of  his  pieces  are  written  upon  the    same    subjects    as 
were  Peacham's,  and  with   g^reat  point    and    el^;ance. 


it  it  from  some  passages  in  this  work  that  I  think  Braithwait  shines  with  mora 
lustre  as  a  poet  than  in  any  to  which  his  name  is  aflSzed.  Take  the  following 
miscellaneoos  ones,  by  way  of  specimens.  They  are  sometimes  a  little  fanlty  in 
rhyme  and  mekniy :  but  they  are  never  lame  from  imbecility. 


-he  has  the  happiest  wit. 


Wlio  has  discretion  to  attemper  it. 

And  of  all  othexs,  those  the  least  doe  srre. 

Who  is  opinion  are  least  singular. 

Let  Btoioks  be  to  opposition  giTen, 

Who  to  extreames  in  arguments  are  driven ; 

Submit  thy  judgment  to  another's  will 

If  it  begood ;  oppose  it  mildly,  UL 

Lib,  it.,  p.  r. 

strong  good  sense  has  been  rarely  exhibited  in  fewer  lines  than  in  the  pre- 
ceding ones.  We  have  next  a  vigorously  drawn  character  which  has  the 
frightful  appellation  of 

Uptrephanoa,  who  still  thought 
That  th'  world  without  him  would  be  brought  to  nought : 
For  when  the  dogge-starre  raged,  he  used  to  cry . 
'*  No  other  Atlas  has  the  world  but  I. 
I  am  that  only  Hee,  supports  the  state  ; 
Cements  divisiODs,  shuts  up  Janus'  gate ; 
Improves  the  publike  fame,  chalks  out  the  way 
How  princes  should  command,  8ul](jects  obey. 
Nought  passeth  my  discovery,  for  my  sense 
Extends  itself  to  all  intelUgenoe." 

iiQ.  Ac.  Ac. 
So  well  this  story  and  this  embleme  wrought, 
Uper^hanot  was  so  humble  brought. 
As  he  on  earth  disvalu'd  nothing  more. 
Than  what  Ms  vainest  humour  prtz'd  before. 
More  wise,  but  lease  conceited  of  his  wit ; 
More  pregnant,  but  lease  apt  to  humour  it ; 
More  worthy,  'cause  he  could  agnize  his  want ; 
More  eminent,  because  less  arragant. 
In  briefe,  so  humbly-morally  divine. 
He  was  esteem'd  the  Nonsuch  of  his  time. 

Id.,  pp.  8, 11. 

Another  character,  with  an  equally  bizarre  name,  is  drawn  with  the  aame 
vigour: 

Melixot ;  such  a  starved  one. 
As  he  had  nothing  left  but  skin  and  bone. 
The  shady  substance  of  a  living  man. 
Or  object  of  contempt  wheree'er  he  came. 
Tet  had  bee  able  parts,  and  could  discourse, 
Presse  moving  reasons,  arguments  enforce, 
Expresse  his  readings  with  a  comely  grace. 
And  prove  himselfc  a  Conaul  in  his  place ! 

/d.,  p.  12. 
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He  seemSy  indeed,  to  have  bad  the  literary  credit  and 
moral  welfare  of  his  countrjrmen  so  much  at  stake  that, 
I  omfess,  I  have  a  vast  fondness  for  his  lucubrations. 
His  "English  QeatUwoman*'  might  be  reprinted  with 
advantage. 

As  I  am  permitted  to  be  desultory  in  my  remarks, 
(and,  indeed,  I  craved  this  permission  at  the  outset  of 
them)  I  may  here  notice  the  publication  of  an  excellent 
Cauiogue  of  Books,  in  1658,  4to. ;  which,  like  its  pre- 
decessor, Maunsell's,  helped  to  inflame  the  passions 
of  purchasers,  and  to  fill  the  cofiers  of  booksellers. 
Whenever  you  can  meet  with  this  small  volume,  pur- 
chase it,  Lisardo;  if  it  be  only  for  the  sake  of  reading 
the  spirited    introduction    prefixed   to   it.*    The  author 

We  hATa  A  Jitfll  more  highly-eolonred,  and  indeed  a  terrific,  as  well  as  ori- 
ginel,  picture,  in  the  following  animated  verses  : 

Nest  him,  XIptoomo* ;  one  more  severe. 
Ne'er  purple  wore  in  this  inferionr  sphere : 
RoQgh  and  distssteftill  was  his  nature  still. 
His  life  unsodahle,  as  was  his  will 
J^ris  and  Bnio  his  two  psges  were. 
His  trains  stem  ApwnHa  ns'd  to  beare. 
Terronr  and  thunder  eoho'd  ftom  his  tongue, 
Though  weake  in  judgment  in  opinion  strong. 
A  flery  inflammation  seis'd  his  eyes. 
Whieh  oonld  not  well  be  tempered  any  wise : 
For  they  were  bloud<shot»  and  so  prone  to  ill. 
As  basiliske-Uke,  where'ere  they  look,  they  kill. 
No  laws  but  Draco's  with  his  humour  stood. 
For  they  were  writ  in  characters  of  blond. 
His  stomaoke  was  distemper'd  in  such  sort 
Nought  would  digest ;  nor  could  he  relish  sport. 
His  dreames  were  toM  of  melancholy  feare. 
Bolts,  halters,  gibbets,  halloo'd  In  his  eare :  * 
Fury  fed  nature  with  a  little  food. 
Which,  ill-ooncocted,  did  him  lesser  good, 

M,  p.16. 

But  it  ia  time  to  pause  upon  Braitbwait.  Whoever  does  not  see,  in  these 
spectmeDa,  aome  of  the  most  powerful  rhyming  couplets  of  the  early  half  of 
the  seTenteenth  century,  if  not  the  model  of  some  of  the  verses  in  Dryden's 
satiri'oal  pieoea,  has  read  both  i>oet8  with  ears  differently  constructed  from  those 
of  the  author  of  this  book. 

*  Thia  Tolame,  which  has  been  rather  fully  described  by  me  in  the  edition  of 
More'a  Utopia,  vol.  iL,  p.  260,  284 — where  some  specimens  of  the  "  Introduc- 
tion," so  strongly  recommended  by  Lysander,  will  be  found— is  also  noticed  in 
the  AtAeHfOtHtn,  voL  ii.,  601 ;  where  there  is  an  excellent  analysis  of  its  contents. 
Here,  let  nae  subjoin  only  one  short  spocimon  :  In  praise  of  learning,  it  is  said  : 
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was  a  man,  whoever  he  may  chance  to  be,  of  no  mean 
intellectual  powers.    But  to  return. 

Where  sleep  now  the  relics  of  Dyson's  Library, 
which  supplied  that  HeUuo  labrorum^  Richard  Smitid, 
with  "  most  of  his  rarities  ?"  *  I  would  give  something 
pretty  considerable  to  have  a  correct  list — but  more  to 
have  an  unmolested  sight— of  this  library,  m  its  original 
state  :  if  it  were  merely  to  be  convinced  whether  or  not 
it  contained  a  copy  of  the  first  edition  of  Shakespeare, 
of  larger  dimensions,  and  in  cleans  condition,  than  the 
one  in  Philander's  Ck)llection ! 

I  have  incidentally  mentioned  the  name  of  Richard 
SMiTH.f    Such    a   bibliomaniac    deserves    ample  notice. 


*'  Wise  and  learned  men  are  the  surest  stakes  in  the  hedge  of  a  nation  or  city  : 
they  are  the  best  conservators  of  our  liberties  :  the  hinges  on  which  the  wel- 
fare, peace,  an4  happiness,  hang ;  the  best  public  good,  and  only  common- 
wealth's men.  These  lucubrations,  meeting  with  a  true  and  brave  mind,  can 
conquer  men ;  and,  with  the  basilisk,  kill  envy  with  a  look."    Sign,  B.  4.  reeL 

*  "  H.  Dtson  (says  Heame)  a  person  of  a  very  strange,  prying,  aod  inqui- 
sitive genius,  in  the  matter  of  books,  as  may  appear  from  many  libraries; 
there  being  books,  chiefly  in  old  English,  almost  in  every  library,  that  have 
belonged  to  him,  with  his  name  upon  them."  PeUr  LangtofCt  ChronicUi, 
voL  L,  p.  xiiL  This  intelligence  Heame  gleaned  from  his  friend  Mr.  T.  Baker. 
We  are  referred  by  the  former  to  the  Bibl.  JL  Smith,  p.  871,  alias  401,  N<».  115, 
to  an  article,  which  confiims  what  is  said  of  Smith's  "  collecting  most  of  his 
rarities  out  of  the  library  of  H.  Dyson."  The  article  is  thus  described  in 
Bibl  Smith,  ibid.  ;  ''  115  Six  several  catalogues  of  all  such  books,  touching  the 
state  ecclesiastical  as  temporal  of  the  realm  of  England,  which  were  published 
upon  several  occasions,  in*the  reigns  of  E.  Henry  the  viith  and  viiith,  Philip 
and  Mary,  Q.  ElisabeUi,  K.  James,  and  Charles  I.,  collected  by  Mr.  H.  Dyson  : 
out  of  whose  library  was  gathered,  by  Mr.  Smith,  a  great  part  of  the  rarities 
of  this  catalogue."  A  catalogue  of  the  books  sold  in  the  reign  of  Hen.  VII. 
would  be  invaluable  to  a  bibliographer  I  Let  me  add,  for  the  sake  of 
pleasing,  or  rathqr,  perhaps,  tantalising  my  good  friend  Mr.  Haleswood,  that 
this  article  is  immediately  under  one  which  describes  '•'  An  Ancient  MS.  of 
Hunting,  IN  VELLUM  (wanting  something)  quarto.**  I  hear  him  exclaim — 
"  Where  is  this  treasure  now  to  be  found  ?"  Perhaps,  upon  the  cover  of  a  book 
of  Devotion  1 

t  From  the  address  To  the  Reader,  prefixed  to  the  Catalogue  of  Richard 
Smith's  books,  which  was  put  forth  by  Chiswel  the  bookseller,  in  May  1682, 
4to. — the  bibliomaniac  is  presented  with  the  following  interesting  but  cramply 
written,  particulars  relating  \o  the  owner  of  them  :  **  Though  it  be  needless  to 
recommend  what  to  all  intelligent  persons  sufficiently  commend  itself,  yet,  per- 
haps, it  may  not  be  unacceptable  to  the  ingenious  to  have  some  short  account  con- 
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and  the  wannest  commendation.    Ah,  my  Lisardo  !  had 
you  lived  in  the  latter  days  of  Charles  II.— had  you,  by 


cerning  This  to  much  celebreUed,  to  often  desired,  to  long  expected,  lAhrary,  now 
exposed  to  sale.  The  gentleman  that  collected  it  was  a  person  infinitely  curious 
and  inquisitive  after  books  ;  and  who  suffered  nothing  considerable  to  escape 
him,  that  fell  within  the  compass  of  his  learning  ;  for  he  had  not  the  vanity  of 
desiring  to  be  master  of  more  than  he  know  how  to  use.  He  lived  to  a  very 
great  age,  and  spent  a  good  part  of  it  almost  entirely  in  the  search  of  books. 
Being  as  constantly  known  every  day  to  walk  his  rounds  through  the  shops  as 
hesatdown  to  meals,  where  his  great  skill  and  experience  enabled  him  to  make 
choice  of  what  was  not  obvious  to  every  vulgar  eye.  He  lived  in  times  which 
ministered  peculiar  opportunities  of  meeting  with  books  that  are  not  every  day 
brought  into  publick  light ;  and  few  eminent  libraries  were  bought  where  he  had 
not  the  liberty  to  pick  and  choose.  And  while  others  were  forming  arms,  and 
new-modelling  kingdoms,  hit  great  ambition  was  to  become  master  of  a  good 
Book.  Hence  arose,  as  that  vast  number  of  his  books,  so  the  choiceness  and 
rarity  of  the  greatest  part  of  them ;  and  that  of  all  kinds,  and  in  all  sorts  of 
learning,"  ko.  "  Nor  was  the  owner  of  them  a  meer  idle  possessor  of  so  great  a 
treasure :  for  as  he  generally  collated  his  books  upon  the  buying  of  them  (upon 
which  account  the  buyer  may  rest  pretty  secure  of  their  being  perfect)  so  he  did 
not  barely  turn  over  the  leaves,  but  observed  the  defects  of  impressions,  and  the 
ill  arts  used  by  many  ;  compared  the  differences  of  editions ;  concerning  which, 
and  the  like  cases,  he  has  entered  memorable,  and  very  useful,  remarks  upon 
very  many  of  the  books  under  his  own  hand  :  Observations  wherein,  certainly, 
never  man  was  more  diligent  and  industrious.  Thus  much  was  thought  fit  to  be 
communicated  to  publick  notice,  by  a  gentleman  who  was  intimately  acquainted 
both  with  Mr.  Smith  and  his  books.  Thit  excellent  library  will  be  expoted  by 
oMCtion,  and  the  tale  will  begin  on  Monday  the  15^  day  qf  May  next,  at  the  avc' 
tion  houte,  known  by  the  name  of  THE  SWAN,  in  Gfreat  St.  Barlholomeu^t  Clote,  and 
there  continue,  day  by  day,  the  five  firtt  dayt  of  every  week,  till  aU  the  hookt 
be  told,"  In  this  catalogue  of  Richard  Smith's  books,  the  sharp-eyed  biblio- 
maniac will  discover  twelve  volumes  printed  by  Caxton  ;  which  collectively, 
produced  only  the  sum  of  3/.  7t.  6d.  The  price  of  each  of  these  volumes  has 
been  already  given  to  the  public  {Typog.^Antiq,,  vol  i,  p.  cxxxii.)  I  suppose  a 
thousand  guineas  would  now  barely  secure  perfect  copies  of  them  !  The  catalogue 
itself  is  most  barbarously  printed,  and  tho  arrangement  and  description  of  the 
volumes  such  as  to  damn  the  compiler  "to  everlasting  fame."  A  number  of  the 
most  curious,  rare,  and  intrinsically  valuable  booker— the  very  insertion  of  which 
in  a  bookseller's  catalogue  would  probably  now  make  a  lAindred  bibliomaniacs 
start  from  their  homes  by  star-light,  in  order  to  come  in  for  thejirtt  pickingt — a 
number  of  volumes  of  this  description  are  huddled  together  in  one  lot,  and  all 
these  classed  \mder  the  provoking  running  title  of  "  Bundlet  of  Bookt,**  or 
**  Bundlet  of  stiekt  BooktT  But  it  is  time  to  bid  adieu  to  this  matchless  col- 
lection. Leaving  the  virtuoso  "  to  toil,  from  rise  to  set  of  sun"  after  W.  Sherwin's 
**  extra  rare  and  fine  "  portrait  of  the  collector,  which  will  cost  him  hard  upon 
ten  pounds  (see  Sir  William  Mutgrave*t  Catalogue  q/  Englith  Portraitt,  p.  92, 
n®  82),  and  to  seue,  if  it  be  in  his  power,  a  copy  of  the  catalogue  itself,  "  with  the 
prices  and  purchasers*  names  "  (vide  Bibl,  Lort*  n^  1354).  I  proceed  to  attend 
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accident,  *  fallen  into  the  society  of  this  indefatig^able 
book-forager,  while  he  pursued  his  book-rounds  in  Little 
Britain — could  you  have  listened  to  his  instructive  con- 
*  versation,  and  returned  home  with  him  to  the  congenial 
quiet  and  avocations  of  his  book-room — would  you,  how- 
ever caressed  St.  James's,  or  even  smiled  upon  by  the 
first  Duchess  in  the  land — have  cared  a  rush  for  the 
splendours  of  a  CJourt,  or  concentrated  your  best  com- 
forts in  a  coach  drawn  by  six  cream-coloured  horses? 
Would  you  not,  on  the  contrary,  have  thought  with  this 
illustrious  bibliomaniac,  and  with  the  sages  of  Greece 
and  Rome  before  him,  that  '^  in  books  is  wisdom,  and  in 
wisdom  is  happiness." 

.Lis.  In  truth  I  should  have  done  even  more  than 
what  your  barren  imagination  has  here  depicted.  Smith's 
figure,  his  address,  his  conversation,  his  library — 

LoRBN.  Enough — peace !  There  is  no  end  to  Lisardo's 
fndtful  imagination.  We  are  surfeited  vrith  the  rich- 
ness of  it.  Go  on,  dear  Lysander ;  but  first,  satisfy  a 
desire  which  I  just  now  feel  to  be  informed  of  the  period 
when  Sales  of  Books,  by  Auction,  were  introduced  into 
this  country. 

Lysand.  You  take  that  for  granted  which  remains 
be  proved:  namely,  my  ability  to  gratify  yon  in  this 
particular.  Of  the  precise  period  when  this  memorable 
revolution  in  the  sale  of  books  took  place  I  have  no 
means  of  being  accurately  informed :  but  I  should  think 
not  anterior  to  the  year  1673,  or  1674 ;  for,  in  the  year 
1676,  to  the  best  of  my  recollection,  the  catalogue  of  the 
Library  of  Dr.  Sraman  was  put  forth ;  to  which  is  pre- 
fixed an  address  to  the  reader,  wherein  the  custom  of 
selling  books  by  auction  is  mentioned  as  having  been 
but  of  recent  origin  in  our  country.*    It  was,  however, 

upon  Lysander  :  not,  however,  without  informing  him  that  Strype  (Z(/e  t^f  CVvm- 
mei%  p.  368),  as  well  as  Heame  {Liber  Ni^er  Soaccarii,  voL  ii.,  p.  542),  has  oon« 
descended  to  notice  the  fan^us  library  of  this  famous  collector  of  books, 
Richard  Smith  I 

*  A  part  of  the  address  "To  the  Reader,"  in  the  catalogue  aboTe-mentioDed 
by  Lysander,  being  somewhat  of  a  curiosity,  is  here  reprinted  in  its  unadulterated 
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no  sooner  introduced  than  it  caught  the  attention,   and 
pleased  the  palates,  of  bibliomaniacs  exceedingly :    and 


"  ReadflTy        "It  hath  not  been  usual  here  in  EngLwd  to  make  Sale  of  Books 

iy  wnf  ^  AwHvm  or  who  will  give  most  for  them :    But  it  having  been  praottsed 

in  other  oountreys  to  the  advantage  botii  of  buyers  and  sellers,  it  was  therefore 

oooeeived  (for  the  encouragement  of  learning)  to  publish  the  sale  of  these  books 

this  manner  of  way ;  and  it  is  hoped  that  this  will  not  be  unacceptable  to  schol- 

len :  and  therefore,  methought  it  convenient  to  give  an  advertisement  ooDcerning 

the  manner  of  proceeding  therein.     First,  That  having  this  catalogue  of  the 

books,  and  their  editions,  under  their  several  heads  and  numbers,  it  will  be  more 

easle  finr  any  person  of  quality,  gentleman,  or  others,  to  depute  any  one  to  buy 

audi  books  for  them  as  they  shall  desire,  if  their  occasions  will  not  permit  them 

lo  be  present  at  the  auction  themselves."    The  second  clause  is  the  usual  one 

aboat  i^srtnees  arising.    The  thirds  about  discovering  the  imperfections  of  the 

oopies  before  they  are  taken  away.    The /ourtA,  that  the  buyers  are  to  pay  for 

their  porohases  within  one  month  after.the  termination  of  theauetion.     The JC/U, 

tbatthe  sale  is  to  begin  "  punctually  at  9  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  two  in  the 

■ftemoon ;  and  this  to  continue  daily  until  all  the  books  be  sold ;  wherefore  it  is 

desired  that  the  gentlemen,  or  those  deputed  by  them,  may  be  there  precisely  at 

the  hours  appointed,  lest  they  should  miss  the  opportunity  of  buying  those 

books  which  either  themselves  or  their  friends  desire."    As  this  is  the  earliest 

anetion  catalogue  which  I  have  chanced  to  meet  with,  the  present  reader  may 

prohaUy  be  pleased  with  the  following  specimens,  selected  almost  at  random, 

of  the  prices  which  were  given  for  books  at  a  public  sale,  in  the  year  1676. 


'*In  FoUo,    Philolooibts. 
Pet  Heylyn's  Gosmographie,  Lond.  1652. 
lo.  Stew's  Annals,  or  Chronicles  of  England,  &c.  ibid,  1681 
Burton's  Anatomy  of  Melancholy,  Ozon,  1638. 
Geo.  Withers,  his  Emblems ;  illustrated  with  brass  figures,  1685. 
Os.  Gahelhower's  book  called  the  Dutch  Physic,  Dort,  1579. 


s. 

d. 

14 

0 

15 

0 

6 

0 

8 

6 

8 

0 

/a  Qwaarlo,    PmLOLOOis. 


p.  12. 


The  Royal  Passage  of  her  Majesty,  from  the  tower  to  Whitehall,  ^ 

Lend.,  160i  [Ladies,  1604. 

Hie  Vision  of  the  Goddesses,  a  mask  by  the  Queen  and  her 
King  James  his  Entertainment  through  the  city  of  London,  ibid. 
A  partionhir  Entertainment  of  the  Queen  and  Prince,  1608. 
Tbe  magnificent  Entertainment   of  King  James,  Queen  Anne, 

and  Prince  Henry  Frederick,  1604. 
Her  MajestieB  speech  to  both  Houses  of  Parliament,  1604. 
YoK  CosU,  or  News  from  Heaven,  1624. 
An  ezperimental  Discovery  of  the  Spanish  Practises,  1628. 
Tho.  Sootts  aphorisms  of  State,  or  secret  articles  for  the  re-edifying 

the  Romish  Church,  1624. 
The  Tongue  Combat  between  two  English  Souldiers,  1621. 
Votivas  Anglin,  or  the  Desires  and  Wishes  of  En^and,  1624. 
A  book  of  Fishing,  with  hook  and  lino,  and  other  instruments, 

1600.  p.  63. 


<.    d, 
5     0 
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Clavel,  a  bookseller,  who  published  useful  catalogues  of 
books  to  be  sold  in  his  own  warehouse,  retorted  in  sharp 


Now  a-days,  the  last  article  alone  would  pr  duce— shall  I  say  nitu  times  the 
sum  of  the  whole  ?    But  once  more : 


In  Octavo.    Prilolooistb. 

Rob.  Crowley's  Confutation  and  Answer  to  a  wicked  ballade  of 
the  abuse  of  the  sacrament  of  the  altar,  1548. 

PhOargyne,  or  Covetousness  of  Great  Britain,  1551. 

A  Confutation  of  18  articles  of  Niool  Sharton's,  1551. 

The  Voice  of  the  last  Trumpet,  blown  by  the  seventh  angel, 
1550. 

Bob.  Crowley's  four  last  things. 

A  petition  against  the  oppressors  of  the  poor  of  this  realm,  1550. 

A  supplication  of  the  poor  Commons,  1550. 

Piers  Plowman  Exhortation  to  the  Parliament,  and  a  New- Year's 
gift,  1550. 

The  Hurt  of  Sedition  to  the  Commonwealth,  1549. 


s.    d, 

3    2 


To  continue  the  History  qf  Booh  Auction^  a  little  further.  Two  years  after 
the  preceding  sale,  namely,  in  1678,  were  sold  the  collections  of  Dr.  MAin^ir, 
Dr.  WORSLET,  and  others.  In  the  address  to  the  Reader,  prefixed  to  Manton's 
catalogue,  it  would  seem  that  this  was  the  **fowrtk  triall "  of  this  mode  of  sale 
in  our  own  country.  The  conditions  and  time  of  sale  the  same  as  the  preced- 
ing ;  and  because  one  Briggs,  and  not  one  Cooper,  drew  up  the  same.  Cooper 
craves  the  reader's  "  excuse  for  the  mistakes  that  have  happened ;  and  desires 
that  the  saddle  may  be  laid  upon  the  right  horse."  In  this  collection  there  is  a 
more  plentiful  sprinkling  of  English  books ;  among  which,  Dugdale's  Warwick- 
shire, 1656,  was  sold  for  1/.  6<. ;  and  Fuller's  Worthies  for  the  same  sum.  The 
"Collections  of  Pamphlets,  bound  together  in  Quarto,"  were  immense.  Dr. 
Worsley's  collection,  with  two  others,  was  sold  two  months  afterwards ;  namely, 
in  May,  1678 :  and  from  the  address  ''To  the  Reader,"  it  would  appear  that 
Dr.  Manton's  books  brought  such  high  prices  as  to  excite  the  envy  of  tiie  trade. 
Worsley's  collection  was  sold  at  9  and  2,  the  usual  hours  "  at  the  house  over 
against  the  hen  and  chickens,  in  Pater-Noster  Row."  The  venders  thus  justify 
themselves  at  the  close  of  their  address :  **  We  have  only  this  to  add  in  behalf 
of  ourselves ;  that,  forasmuch  as  a  report  has  been  spread  that  we  intend  to 
use  indirect  means  to  advance  the  prices,  wo  do  affirm  that  it  is  a  groundless  and 
malicious  suggestion  of  some  of  our  own  trade,  envious  of  our  undertaking  :  and 
that,  to  avoid  all  manner  of  suspicion  of  such  practice,  wo  have  absolutoly  refused 
all  manner  of  commissions  that  have  boon  offered  us  for  buying  (some  of  them 
without  limitation) :  and  do  declare  that  tho  company  shall  have  nothing  but 
candid  and  ingenuous  dealing  from 

John  Du^'HOBB. 
Richard  Chiswel. 
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terms  upon  the  foUy  and  extravagance  which  were  ex- 
hibited at  book  auctions.  However,  neither  Clavel  nor 
his  successors,  from  that  period  to  the  present,  have 
been  able  to  set  this  custom  aside,  nor  to  cool  the  fury 
of  book -auction  bibliomaniacs — who,  to  their  eternal 
shame  be  it  said,  will  sometimes,  from  the  hot  and 
hasty  passions  which  are  stirred  up  by  the  poisonous 
miasmata  floating  in  the  auction  -  room,  give  a  sum 
twice  or  thrice  beyond  the  real  value  of  the  books 
bidden  for!  Indeed,  I  am  frequently  amused  to  see 
the  vehemence  and  rapture  with  which  a  dirty  little 
volume  is  contended  for  and  embraced — while  a  respect- 
able bookseller,  like  Fortius,  coolly  observes  across 
the  table — "  I  have  a  better  copy  on  sale  at  one  third 
of  the  price  !" 

Lis.  From  what  you  say,  it  would  appear  to  be  wiser 
to  lay  out  one's  money  at  a  bookseller's  than  at  a  book- 
auction  ? 

Lysand.  Both  methods  must  of  necessity  be  resorted 
to:  for  you  cannot  find  with  the  one  what  you  may 
obtain  at  the  other.  A  disting^uished  collector,  such  as 
the  late  Mr.  Reed,  or  Mr.  Gough,  or  Mr.  Joseph  Wind- 
ham, dies,  and  leaves  his  library  to  be  sold  by  auction 
for  the  benefit  of  his  survivors.  Now,  in  this  library 
so  bequeathed,  you  have  the  fruits  of  book-labour, 
collected  for  a  long  period,  and  cultivated  in  almost 
every  department  of  literature.  A  thousand  radii  are 
concentrated  in  such  a  circle ;  for  it  has,  probably,  been 
the  object  of  the  collector's  life  to  gather  and  to  con- 
centrate these  radii.  In  this  case,  therefore,  you  must 
attend  the  auction  ;  you  must  see  how  such  a  treasure  is 
scattered,  like  the  Sibylline  leaves,  by  the  winds  of  fate. 


At  this  sale,  the  Shakspeare  of  1682  brought  16«. ;  and  of  166S,  IL  8$. 

In  the  November  and  December  of  the  same  year  were  sold  by  auction  the 
books  of  VoBT,  Sanoas,  and  others,  and  from  the  preface  to  each  catalogue  it 
would  seem  that  the  sale  of  books  by  auction  was  then  but  a  recent,  yet  a  very 
successful,  experiment ;  and  that  even  collections  from  abroad  were  imported,  in 
order  to  be  disiKisod  of  in  a  like  manner. 

X  •> 
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You  most  catch  at  what  you  want,  and  for  what  you 
have  been   a  dozen  years,  perhaps,  in  the  pursuit  of. 
You  will  pay  dearly  for  these  favourite  volumes;    but 
you  have  them,  and  that  is  comfort  enough ;  and  you 
exclaim,    as    a    consolation  amidst   all  the    agony  and 
waste  of  time  which  such    a  contest    may  have    cost 
you, — "  Where,  at  what  bookseller's,  are  such  gems  now 
to  be  procured?"    All  this  may  be  well  enough.    But 
if  I  were  again   to   have,  as  I  have  already  had,  the 
power  of  directing  the  taste  and   applying  the  wealth 
of  a  young  collector — who,  on  coming  of  age,  wisely 
considers  books  of  at  least  as  much   consequence  as  a 
stud  pf  horses — I  would  say,  go  to  Mr.  Payne,  or  Mr. 
Evans,  or  Mr.  Mackinlay,  or  Mr.  Lunn,  for  your  Greek, 
and  Latin  Classics ;    to  Mr.  Dulau,  or  Mr.  Deboffe,  fon 
your    French;    to   Mr.  Carpenter,  or  Mr.   Cuthell,   foi 
your  English ;    and  to  Mr.  White  for  your  Botany   an 
rare  and    curious  books    of   almost    every    description...^ 
Or,   if  you   want  delicious   copies,  in  lovely  binding,  oM 
works  of   a  sumptuous  character,  go  and  drink   coffee 
with   Mr.  Miller,  of  Albemarle  Street — ^under  the  wann^ 
light  of  an  Argand  lamp-— amidst  a  blaze  of  morocccc: 
and  russia  coating,  which  brings  to  your  recollection  thes 
view  of  the  Temple  of  the  Sun  in  tike  play  of  Pizarro  E 
You  will  also  find,  in    the  vender    of  these    volumes^ 
courteous  treatment  and  ^'gentlemanly  notions   of  mens 
and  things."    Again,  if  you  wish  to  speculate  deeply  im, 
books,  or  to  stock  a  newly-discovered  province  with  whaC 
is  most  excellent    and  popular  in    our  own    language, 
hire  a  vessel   of  300  tons'  burthen,  and  make  a   con- 
tract with   Messrs.  Longman,   Hurst,  and  Co.,  who  are 
enabled,  from  their  store  of  qidres,  which  measure  50 
feet  in   height,  by  40  in  length,  and  20  in   width,  to 
satisfy  all  the  wants  of  the  most  craving  bibliomaniacs. 
In  opposition   to  this   pyramid,  enter   the  closet  of  Mr. 
Triphook,  jun.,  of  St.  James's  Street — and  resist,  if  it  be 
in   your  power    to  resist,   the  purchase  of  those    clean 
copies,   so  prettily   bound,  of  some  of  our  rarest  pieces 
of  black-letter  renown  ! 
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LoRBN.  From  this  digression,  oblige  us  now  by  re- 
turning to  our  bibliomaniacal  history. 

Lysand.  Most  willingly.  But  I  am  very  glad  you 
have  given  me  an  opportunity  of  speaking,  as  I  ought 
to  speaky  of  some  of  our  most  respectable  book- 
sellers, who  are  an  ornament  to  the  cause  of  the  biblio- 
mania. 

We  left  off,  I  think,  with  noticing  that  renowned 
book  -  collector,  Richard  Smith.  Let  me  next  make 
honourable  mention  of  a  *^par  nobile  fratrum'*  that 
ycleped  are  North.  The  "  Lives"  of  these  men,  with 
an  "  Examen"  (of  "  Rennet's  History  of  England"),  were 
published  by  a  relative  (I  think  a  grandson)  of  the  same 
name;  and  two  very  amusing  and  valuable  quarto  vo- 
lumes they  are !  From  one  of  these  Lives,  we  learn  how 
pleasantly  the  Lord  Keeper  used  to  make  his  meals 
upon  some  one  entertaining  Law- volume  or  another: 
how  he  would  breakfast  upon  Stamford,^  dine  upon 
Coke,  and  sup  upon  Fitzherbert,  &c. ;  and,  in  truth,  a 
most  insatiable  book  appetite    did  this  eminent   judge 


*  These  are  the  words  of  Lord  Keeper  North's  Biographer :  "There  are 
of  Law-Books,  institutions  of  yarious  sorts,  and  reports  of  cases  (now)  almost 
innumerable.  The  latter  bear  most  the  controversial  law,  and  are  read  as  autho- 
rity such  as  may  be  quoted :  and  I  may  say  the  gross  of  law  lecture  lies  in 
them.  But  to  spend  weeks  and  months  wholly  in  them,  is  like  horses  in  a  string 
before  a  leaden  waggon.  They  are  indeed  a  careful  sort  of  reading,  and  chiefly 
re(|uire  common-placing,  and  that  makes  the  work  go  on  slowly.  His  LoROSHiP 
therefore  used  to  mix  some  institutionary  reading  with  them,  as  after  a  fulness 
of  the  reports  in  a  morning,  about  noon,  to  take  a  repast  in  Stamford,  Con^Um, 
or  the  Lord  Coh^s  Pleas  of  the  Crown  and  Jurisdiction  of  Courts,  Mantoood  of 
the  Forest  Law,  FitzherherCi  Natura  Brevium ;  and  also  to  look  over  some  of 
the  Antiquarian  Books,  as  BrilUm,  BrcLcUm,  Fleta,  FwUtewtf  Hengham,  the  old 
Tenures  Narrationes  Nowk,  the  old  NaXura  Brevium,  and  the  Diyersity  of  Courts. 
These,  at  times,  for  change  and  refreshment,  being  books  all  fit  to  be  known, 
And  tiiose  that,  a»  to  authority,  are  obsoleted,  go  rounder  off-hand,'  because  they 
require  little  common -placing,  and  that  only  as  to  matter  very  singular  and 
remarkable,  and  such  as  the  student  fancies  he  shall  desire  afterwards  to  re- 
cover. And,  besides  all  this,  the  day  afforded  him  room  for  a  little  History, 
especially  of  England,  modem  books,  and  Controversy  in  Print,  &c.  In 
this  manner  he  ordered  his  own  studies,  but  with  excursions  into  Humanity 
and  Arts,  beyond  what  may  be  suitable  to  the  genius  of  every  young  student 
in  the  law."  Life  of  Lord  Keeper  Onildford,  pp.  18,  19.  Nort/i't  Lives,  edit. 
1754,  4to. 
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possess.  For,  not  satisfied  ("and  no  marvel,  1  trow") 
with  the  foregoing:  lean  fare,  he  would  oftentimes  regale 
himself  with  a  well  -  served  -  up  course  of  the  Arts, 
Sciences,  and  the  Belles-Lettres ! 

His  brother.  Dr.  John  North,  was  a  still  greater 
Helbio  UbrcTum ;  "  his  soul  being  never  so  staked  down 
as  in  an  old  bookseller's  shop."  Not  content  with  a 
superficial  survey  of  whatever  he  inspected,  he  seems 
to  have  been  as  intimately  acquainted  with  aU  the  book- 
selling fraternity  of  LUtk-Britain  as  was  his  contem- 
porary, Richard  Smith ;  and  to  have  Altered  into  a  con- 
spiracy with  Robert  Scott* — the  most  renowned  book 


*  "Now  he  began  to  look  after  books,  and  to  lay  the  foundation  of  a  oompe- 
tent  library.  He  dealt  with  Mr.  Robbrt  Scott,  of  LiUlt- Britain,  whose  sister 
was  his  grandmother's  woman ;  and,  upon  that  acquaintance  be  expected,  and 
really  had  from  him,  useful  information  of  books  and  their  editions.  This  Mr. 
Scott  was,  in  his  time,  the  g^reatost  librarian  in  Europe ;  for,  beddoe  his  stock  in 
England,  he  had  warehouses  in  Francfort,  Paris,  and  other  places,  and  dealt  by 
factors.  After  he  was  grown  old,  and  much  worn  by  multiplicity  of  business,  he 
began  to  think  of  his  ease  and  to  leave  o£F.  Whereupon  he  contracted  with  one 
Mills,  of  St.  Paul's  Churoh-yard,  near  £10,000  deep,  and  articled  not  to  open 
his  shop  any  more.  But  Mills,  with  his  auctioneering,  Atlasses,  and  projects, 
failed,  whereby  poor  Scott  lost  above  half  his  means :  but  he  held  to  his  contract 
of  not  opening  his  shop,  and  when  he  was  in  London  (for  he  had  a  country 
house),  passed  most  of  his  time  at  his  house  amongst  the  rest  of  his  books ;  and 
his  reading  (for  he  was  no  mean  scholar)  was  the  chief  entertainment  of  his 
time.  He  was  not  only  an  expert  bookseller,  but  a  very  conscientious  good  man ; 
and  when  he  threw  up  his  trade,  Europe  had  no  small  loss  of  him.  Our  Doctor, 
at  one  lift,  bought  of  him  a  whole  set  of  Greek  Classics  in  folio,  of  the  best 
editions.  This  sunk  his  stock  at  that  time ;  but  afterwards,  for  many  years  of 
his  life,  all  that  he  could  (as  they  say)  rap  or  run,  went  the  same  way.  But  the 
progress  was  small ;  for  such  a  library  as  he  desired,  compared  with  what  the 
pittance  of  his  stock  would  purchase,  allowing  many  years  to  the  gathering,  was 
of  desperate  expectation.  He  was  early  sensible  of  a  great  disadvantage  to  him 
in  his  studies,  by  the  not  having  a  good  library  in  his  roach ;  and  he  used  to  say 
that  a  man  could  not  be  a  scholar  at  the  second-hand  :  meaning,  that  learning  is 
to  be  had  from  the  original  authors,  and  not  from  any  quotations,  or  accounts  in 
other  books,  for  men  gather  with  divers  views,  and,  according  to  their  several 
capacities,  often  perfunctorily,  and  almost  always  imperfectly :  and  through  such 
slight  reading,  a  student  may  know  somewhat,  but  not  judge  of  either  author  or 
subject.  He  used  to  say  an  old  avihor  oould  luA  he  unprofitable;  for  although 
in  their  proper  time  they  had  little  or  no  esteem,  yet,  in  after  times,  they  served 
to  interpret  words,  customs,  and  other  matters,  found  obecure  in  other  books  ;  of 
which  A.  GeUius  is  an  apt  instance.  He  courted,  as  a  fond  lover,  all  best  ediiions, 
fairest  character,  best  bound  and  preserved.    If  the  subject  was  in  his  favour  (as 
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vender  in  this  country,  if  not  in  Europe — to  deprive  all 
bibliomaniacs  of  a  chance  of  procuring  rare  and  curious 


the  dttsics)  he  cared  not  how  many  of  them  he  had,  even  of  the  same  edition, 
if  he  thought  it  among  the  best,  either  hetier  hound,  sguarer  cut,  luater  covert,  or 
lome  flQch  qoalifioation  caught  him.    He  delighted  in  the  small  editions  of  tho 
ClawJOBj  by  Seb.  Gryphius ;  and  dirers  of  his  acquaintance,  meeting  with  any  of 
them,  bought  and  brought  them  to  him,  which  he  accepted  as  choice  presents, 
aKhoagli  perhaps  he  had  one  or  two  of  them  before.    He  said  that  the  hkici 
ikUie  character  agreed  with  his  eye  sight  (which  he  accounted  but  weak)  better 
than  any  other  print,  the  old  Blzevir  not  excepted,   whereof  the  characters 
■eemed  to  him  more  blind  and  confused  than  those  of  the  other.    Continual  use 
gires  men  a  judgment  of  things  comparatively,  and  they  come  to  fix  on  that  as 
most  proper  and  easy  which  no  man,  upon  cursory  view,  would  determino.    Hit 
mid  woi  nei/er  to  tkthed  down  .a*  in  an  old  booktelUi't  tkop ;  for  having  (as  the 
■tatntes  of  the  college  required)  taken  orders,  he  was  restless  till  he  had  com- 
passed  some  of  that  sort  of  furniture  as  he  thought  necessary  for  his  profession. 
He  was,  for  the  most  part,  his  own  factor,  and  seldom  or  never  bought  by  com- 
miiBion ;  which  made  him  lose  time  in  turning  over  vast  numbers  of  books,  and 
lie  was  very  hardly  pleased  at  last.    I  havo  borne  him  company  at  shops  for 
hours  together,  and,  minding  him  of  the  time,  he  hath  made  a  dozen  proffers 
before  he  would  quit.    By  this  care  and  industry,  at  length,  he  made  himself 
master  of  a  very  considerable  library,  wherein  the  choicest  collection  was  Cfreek," 
There  is  some  smartness  in  the  foregoing  observations.      The  following,  in  a 
stnin  of  equal  interest,  affords  a  lively  picture  of  the  hooktelling  trade  at  the 
close  of  the  17th  century :      It  may   not  be  amiss  to  step  a  little  aside,  to 
reflect  on  the  vast  change  in  the  trade  of  books,  between  that  time  and  oun. 
Then,  Little^  Britain  was  a  plentiful  and  perpetuiJ  emporium  of  learned  authors ; 
sad  men  went  thither  as  to  a  market.    This  drew  to  the  place  a  mighty  trade ; 
the  rather  because  the  shops  were  spacious,  and  the  learned  gladly  resorted 
to  them,  where  they  seldom  failed  to  meet  with  agreeable  conversation.     And 
the  booksellers  themselves  were  knowing  and  conversible  men,  with  whom,  for 
the  sake  of  bookish  knowledge,  the  greatest  wits  were  pleased  to  converse. 
And  we  may  judge  the  time  as  well  spent  there,    as  (in  latter  days)  either 
in  tavern  or  coffee-house  :  though  the  latter  hath  carried  off  the  spare  hours  of 
most  people.    But  now  this  emporium  is  vanished,  and  trade  contracted  into  the 
hands  of  two  or  three  persons,  who,  to  make  good  their  monopoly,  ransack, 
■oi  only  their  neighbours  of  the  trade  that  are  scattered  about  town,  but  all  over 
bgland,  aye,  and  beyond  sea  too,  and  send  abroad  their  circulators,  and,  in 
that  manner,  get  into  their  hands  all  that  is  valuable.    The  rest  of  the  trade 
are  content  to  take  their  refuse,  with  which,  and  the  fresh  scum  of  the  press,  they 
farBish  one  side  of  a  shop,  which  serves  for  the  sign  of  a  bookseller,  rather  than  a 
real  one;   but,   instead  of  selling,  dealing  as  factors,  and  procure  what  the 
country  divines  and  gentry  send  for  ;  of  whom  each  hath  his  book  factor,  and, 
when  wanting  any  thing,  writes  to  his  bookseller,  and  pajrs  his  bill.    And  it  is 
wretched  to  consider  what  pickpocket  work,  with  help  of  tho  press,  these  demi- 
booksellera  make.    They  crack  their  brains  to  find  out  selling  subjects,  and  keep 
hirelings  in  garrets,  at  hard  meat,  to  write  and  correct  by  the  great  (qu.  groat) ; 
and  so  puff  up  an  octavo  to  a  sufficient  thickness,  and  there's  six  shillings  current 
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volumesy  by  sweeping  every  thing  that  came  to  market^ 
in  the  shape  of  a  book,  into  their  own  curiously-wroiiglit 
and  widely-spread  nets.    Nay,  even  Scott  himself  was 
sometimes  bereft  of  all  power,  by  means  of  the  potent 
talisman  which  this   learned  Doctor  exercised — ^for  the 
latter,    ''at   one  lift,"    would  now  and  then  sweep  a 
whole  range  of  shelves  in  Scott's  shop  of  every  volume 
which  it  contained.    And  yet  how  whimsical,  and,  in 
my  humble  opinion,  ill-founded,  was  Dr.  North's  taste 
in    matters  of    typography!       Would  you    believe    it, 
Lisardo,    he    preferred    the  meagre    classical    volumes, 
printed   by    the     QrypJdi,  in    the    italic    letter,  to  the 
delicate     and     eye-soothing     lustre     of    .the     Elzeobr 
type—? 

Lis.  **  De  gustibus — "  you  know  the  rest  But  these 
Norths  were  brave  bibliomaniacs!  Proceed,  we  are 
now  advancing  towards  the  threshold  of  the  eigfate^ith 
century;  and  the  nearer  you  come  to  it,  the  g^reater 
is  the  interest  excited. 

Lysand.  Take  care  that  I  don't  conclude  with  the 
memorable  catalogue-burning  deed  of  your  father! 
But  I  spare  your  present  feelings. 

All  hail  to  the  noble  book-spirit  by  which  the  Lives 
of  Oxfard'Athenians,  and  the  Antiquities  of  Oxford  Um- 
versityy  are  recorded  and  preserved  beyond  the  power 
of  decay  !*    All  hail   to  thee.  Old  Anthony   a- Wood  ! 

for  an  hour  and  a  half  s  reading,  and  perhaps  never  to  be  read  or  looked  upon 
after.  One  that  would  go  higher  must  take  his  fortune  at  blank  walls,  and 
comers  of  streets,  or  repair  to  the  sign  of  Bateman,  Innys,  and  one  or  two  mora^ 
where  are  best  choice  and  better  pennyworth's.  I  might  touch  other  abuses,  as 
bad  paper,  incorrect  printing,  and  false  advertising ;  all  which,  and  worse.  Is  to  bo 
expected,  if  a  careful  author  is  not  at  the  heels  of  them."  life  of  the  Hon. 
and  Rev.  Dr.  John  North.  NortJCi  Lives,  edit.  1744,  4to.,  p.  240,  fcc.  At  page 
244,  there  is  a  curious  account  of  the  doctor's  amusing  himself  with  keepiofi^ 
spiders  in  a  glass  case— feeding  them  with  bread  and  flies— and  seeing:  theae 
spiders  afterwards  quarrel  with,  and  destroy,  each  other — "parents  and 
offspring  I" 

*  The  name  and  literary  labours  of  Anthony  Wood  are  now  held  in  gene- 
ral, and  deservedly  high,  respect :  and  it  is  somewhat  amusing,  though  not  a 
little  degrading  to  human  nature,  to  reflect  upon  the  celebrity  of  that  man 
who,  when  living,  seems  to  have  been  ridiculed  by  the  proud  and  flippant. 
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May  the   remembrance  of  thy    researches,  amidst    thy 
paper  and  parchment  docoments,  stored    up   in  chests. 


and  hated  by  the  ignorant  and  prejudiced,  part  of  his  academical  asBodateB. 
The  eccentricities  of  Wood  were  considered  heretical;    and  his  whims  were 
stigmatised  as  vices.    The  common  herd  of  obserFers  was  unable  to  discover, 
beneath  his  strange  garb,  and  coarse  exterior,  all  that  acuteness  of  observa- 
tion, and  retentiveness  of  memory,  as  well  as  inflexible  integrity,  which  marked 
the  intellectual  character  of  tlus  wonderful  man.    But  there  is  no  necessity  to 
detain  and  tantalise  the  reader  by  this  forma)  train  of  reasoning,  when  a  few 
leading  features  of  Wood's  person,  mannen^  and  habits  of  study,  &c,  have 
been  thus  pleasingly  described  to  us  by  Heame,  in  the  life  of  him  prefixed  to  the 
genuine  edition  of  the  Eidonf  and  AntiquUiM  {ar  AnmU)  qf  ike  Univertity  qf 
Oxford,    "  He  was  equally  regardless  of  envy  or  fame,  out  of  his  great  love  to 
truth,  and  therefore  'twas  no  wonder  he  took  such  a  liberty  of  speech,  as  most 
other  authors,  out  of  prudence,  cunning,  or  design,  have  usually  declined.    And 
indeed,  as  to  his  language,  he  used  such  words  as  were  suitable  to  his  profession. 
It  is  impossible  to  think  that  men,  who  always  converse  with  old  authors, 
should  not  learn  the  dialect  of  their  acquaintance — an  antiquary  retains  an  old 
word,  with  as  much  religion  as  an  old  relick.    And  further,  since  our  author  was 
ignorant  of  the  rules  of  conversation,  it  is  no  wonder  he  uses  so  many  severe 
reflections,  and  adds  so  many  minute  passages  of  men's  lives.    I  have  been  told 
that  it  was  usual  with  him,  for  the  most  part,  to  rise  about  four  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  and  to  eat  hardly  any  thing  till  night ;  when,  after  supper,  he  would  go 
into  some  by-alehouse  in  town,  or  else  to  one  in  some  village  near,  and  there  by 
himself  take  his  pipe  and  pot,"  &c.    "  But  so  it  is  that,  notwithstanding  our 
author's  great  merits,  he  was  but  little  regarded  in  the  University,  being  observed 
to  be  more  clownish  than  courteous,  and  always  to  go  in  an  old  antiquated  dress. 
Indeed  he  was  a  mere  scholar,  and  consequently  must  expect,  from  the  greatest 
number  of  men,  disrespect ;  but  this  notwithstanding,  he  was  always  a  true  lover 
of  his  mother,  the  University,  and  did  more  for  her  than  others  care  to  do  that 
have  received  so  liberally  from  her  towards  their  maintenance,  and  have  had 
greater  advantages  of  doing  good  than  he  had.    Yea,  his  a£Fection  was  not  at  all 
alienated,  notwithstanding  his  being  so  hardly  dealt  with  as  to  be  expelled ; 
which  would  have  broken  the  hearts  of  some.     But  our  author  was  of  a  most 
noble  spirit,  and  little  regarded  whatever  afllictions  he  lay  under,  whilst  he  was 
conscious  to  himself  of  doing  nothing  but  what  he  could  answer.    At  length 
after  he  had,  by  continual  drudging,  worn  out  hb  body,  he  left  this  world  con- 
tentedly,  by  a  stoppage  of  his  urine,  anno  domini  1696,  and  was  buried  in  the 
east  comer  of  the  north  side  of  St.  John's  Church,  adjoyning  to  Merton  College, 
and  in  the  wall  is  a  small  monument  fixed,  with  these  words : 

H.S.E. 
AlVTONIUS  WOOD,    ANTIQUABIUS. 

ob,  2BNov.  Ao.  1685,  sot  64." 

In  bis  person,  he  was  of  a  large  robust  make,  tall  and  thin,  and  had  a  sedate 
and  thoughtful  look,  almost  bordering  upon  a  melancholy  cast.  Mr.  Heame 
says,  in  his  Collectanea  MSS.,  that  though  he  was  but  sixty-four  years  of  age  when 
he  died,  he  appeared  to  be  above  fourscore ;  that  he  used  spectacles  long  before 


314  THE  DRAWING  ROOM. 

pews,  and  desks,  and  upon  which,  alas!  the  moth  was 
'^feeding  sweetly/'  may  the  remembrance  of  these  thy 


he  had  oceaaon  for  ihem,  that  he  stooped  much  when  he  walked,  and  geaoaSiy 
carried  his  stick  under  his  arm,  seldom  holding  it  in  his  hand.  •  As  to  the  »"*»«yff 
of  his  life,  it  was  solitary  and  ascetic  The  character  which  Gasaendus  grrea  of 
Peireskius,  may,  with  propriety,  be  used  as  desoriptiTe  of  Mr.  Wood's.  ''  As  to 
the  care  of  his  person,  cleanliness  was  his  chief  object,  he  desiring  no  saperflnity 
or  oostlinoBB,  either  in  his  habit  or  food.  His  house  was  furnished  in  the  aaine 
manner  as  his  table ;  and  as  to  the  ornament  of  his  private  apartment,  he  was 
quite  indifferent.  Instead  of  hangings,  his  chamber  was  famished  with  the 
prints  of  his  particular  friends,  and  other  men  of  note,  with  Taat  nnmbefs  of 
commentaries,  transcripts,  letters,  and  papers  of  nurious  kinds.  H»  bed  was  of 
the  most  ordinary  sort;  his  table  loaded  with  papen,  schedules,  and  oUmt 
things,  as  was  also  every  chair  in  the  room.  He  was  a  man  of  strict  aobriety, 
and  by  no  means  delicate  in  the  choice  of  what  he  eat.  Always  reetrained  by 
temperance,  he  never  permitted  the  sweet  allurements  of  luxury  to  oveieome  his 
prudence."  Such,  as  is  here  represented,  was  the  disposition  of  Mr.  Wood  : 
of  so  retired  a  nature  as  seldom  to  desire  or  admit  a  companion  at  hk  walks  or 
meals ;  so  that  he  is  said  to  have  dined  alone  in  We  chamber  for  thirty  yean 
together.  Mr.  Heame  says  that  it  was  his  custom  to  "  go  to  the  bookseHen  at 
those  hours  when  the  greater  part  of  the  University  were  at  their  dinnen^** 
&c.  And  at  five  leaves  further,  in  a  note,  we  find  that,  *'  when  he  was  oonauttmic 
materials  for  his  A  thena  Oxon,,  he  would  frequently  go  to  the  bookaellen^  and 
generally  give  money  to  them,  purposely  to  obtain  titles  of  books  from  them ; 
and  'twas  observed  of  him  that  ho  spared  no  charges  to  make  that  woik  as 
comploat  and  perfect  as  possible."  Seatn^t  Coll.  MSS,  in  BodL  Lib.,  9oL  is., 
p.  185.  The  following  letter,  describing  Wood's  last  illness,  and  the  diqio- 
sition  of  his  literary  property,  is  sufficiently  interesting  to  be  here,  in  part^  laid 
before  the  reader :  it  was  written  by  Mr.  (afterwards  Bishop)  Turner  to  Dr. 
Charlett. 

"  Honoured  Master, 

Yesterday,  at  dinner-time,  Mr.  Wood  sent  for  me ;  when 
I  came,  I  found  Mr.  Martin  and  Mr.  Bisse  of  Wadham  (college)  with  him, 
who  hod  (with  much  ado)  prevailed  upon  him  to  set  about  looking  over  his 
papers,  so  to  work  we  went,  and  continued  tumbling  and  separating  some 
of  his  MSS.  till  it  was  dark.  We  also  worked  upon  him  so  far  as  to  sign  and 
declare  that  sheet  of  paper,  which  he  had  drawn  up  the  day  before,  and  oaDed  it 
his  will :  for  fear  he  should  not  live  tOl  night.  He  had  a  very  bad  ni^t  of  ft 
last  night,  being  much  troubled  with  vomiting.  This  morning  we  three  were 
with  him  again,  and  Mr.  Martin  bringing  with  him  the  form  of  a  will,  that  had 
been  drawn  up  by  Judge  Holloway,  we  writ  his  will  over  again,  as  near  aa  we 
could,  in  form  of  law.  He  has  given  to  the  University,  to  be  reposited  in  the 
Muteum  Ashmol.f  all  his  MSS.,  not  only  those  of  his  own  collection,  but  also  all 
others  which  he  has  in  his  possession,  except  some  few  of  Dr.  Langbain'a 
Miscellanea,  which  he  is  willing  should  go  to  the  public  library.  He  has  aiao 
given  all  his  printed  books  and  pamphlets  to  the  said  museum  which  are  not 
there  already.  This  benefaction  will  not,  x)orhaps,  be  so  much  valued  by  the 
Univendty  as  it  ought  to  be,  because  it  comes  from  Anthony  Wood ;  but  truly 
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laborious  researches  always  excite  sensations  of  grati- 
tude towards  the  spirit  by  which  they  were  directed ! 
Now  I  see  thee,  in  imagination,  with  thy  cautions 
step,  and  head  bowing  from  premature  decay,  eind 
solemn  air,  and  sombre  visage,  with  cane  under  the 
arm,  pacing  from  library  to  library,  through  gothic 
quadrangles;  or  sauntering  along  the  Isis,  in  thy 
way  to  some  neighbouring  village,  where  thou  wouldst 


It  h  >  most  noble  gift,  hlB  eoUeoUon  of  H3S.  being  inToloable,  and  Us  printed 
booki,  most  of  Uum,  not  to  be  found  in  town,"  Ac.  TMs  letter  ta  [oUoired  by 
Dtber  aooounta  yet  more  minute  and  touuhing-,  of  the  laat  mortikl  moment!  of 
poor  old  Anthony  I  It  now  remejns  to  uy  a  tew  words  nboot  hiiUterwy  labonn. 
A  ifaort  history  of  theediUone  of  the  AUtna  Oxmnauet  {Tide  p.  15,  auta)  has 
already  been  aommanloated  to  the  reader.  We  may  hen  obserre  that  Ub 
AnHqvUia  af  Ifu  ntavtrtUg  shared  ■  similar  fate ;  being  jw'bled  In  a  Ijitin 
tnuulation  of  them,  which  wia  pQt  forth  under  the  auaplcea  of  Bishop  TtH : 


1676,  fol.,  in  2  vols. 
Wood's  own  MS.  was 
written  in  the  Engliah 
language,  and  lay  neg- 
lootod  till  towards  the 
end  of  the  18th  cen. 
tury,  when  the  ReT. 
Ii(r.  Gatoh  oonfen«d  a 
real  beneHt  npon  a]J 
the  dutiful  eona  of 
ALHA  MATIB,  by  pub- 
lishing the  legitimate 
text  of  their  Tenenble 
and  upright  historian ; 
under  the  title  of  7A< 
Sutort/and  Antignititt 
qf  tkt  CoHeget  and 
Haiti,  17S6,  4to.,  with 
a  sopplementol  volume 
by  way  of  Appendix, 
1790,  4to.,  containing 
copioas  {ndexee  to  the 
two.  Then  followed 
portrait,  which  is  prefixed 


the  Annals  of  the  Unl- 
'enrity  at  huge,  rii. 
The  Bulory  and  Aati- 
qmtitt  of  the  Univee- 
nfjr  Q/'0ja5)ni;  179!^ 
4to  ,  in  two  Tolnmea ; 
the  latter  bdngdirided 
into  IWD  parie,  or  - 
Tolumes,  with  eopiona 
indexaa.  Theaework^ 
which  are  now  getting 
scarce,  should  be  ia 
erer^  phllologioil,  aa 
well  as  topogT^>hlcaI, 
ooUeotion.     In    order 


for  the  troQble 
of  wading  thiongh  the 
preceding  tiemandoa* 
noto,  I  here  present 
him  with  a  wood-ont 
facsimile  of  a  .oopper- 
plate  print  ol  Wood'a 
If  he  wiahea  for  mora 


3  his  life,  1772,  8to. 
ourioaa  particulars  rwpeoting  Wood's  literary  labours,  1st  him  take  a  peep  into 
Thoma  Caii  Vindie.  AiUiq.  Atad.  Oxon:  17S0,  8to.,  toI.  1.,  pp.  xl.  xUii.  Sdit. 
Beanie  Wood's  atudy,  in  the  Ashmolean  museum,  is  yet  to  ba  seen.  It 
is  ailed  with  DuriollB  books,  which,  boweTer,  bare  not  hitherto  been  catalogued 
with  accuracy.  Bitaon  haa  availed  himself,  more  suooesaftiUy  than  an;  anti- 
quary in  poetry,  of  the  book  ti 
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recreate  thyself  with  '^pipe  and  pot/'  Tes,  Anthony! 
while  the  Bodleian  and  Ashmolean  collections  remain^ 
or  rather  as  long  as  Englishmen  know  how  to  valae  that 
species  of  literature  by  which  the  names  and  actions  of 
their  forefathers  are  handed  down  to  posterity,  so  long 
shall  the  memory  of  thy  laudable  exertions  continue 
unimpaired ! 

A  very  few  years  after  the  death  of  this  distinguished 
character,    died  Dr.    Francis  Bernard;*    a  stoic  in 


•  I  do  not  know  that  I  oonld  produce  a  better  redpe  for  the  core  of  then 
who  are  affected  with  the  worst  symptomB  of  the  book-kahia,  in  the  jftrtmf 
day,  than  by  shewing  them  how  the  same  symptoms,  upwards  of  a  emimy  tigo, 
were  treated  with  ridicule  and  contempt  by  a  collector  of  yery  distingaidied 
fame,  both  on  account  of  his  literaiy  talents  and  extensive  library.  The  foUow- 
ing  copious  extract  is  curious  on  many  accounts ;  and  I  do  heartily  wish  that 
foppish  and  tasteless  collectors  would  give  (it  a  very  serious  peroaaL  At  the 
same  time,  all  collectors  possessed  of  common  sense  and  liberal  aentimeiit  wiD 
be  pleased  to  see  their  own  portraits  so  fiedthfully  drawn  therein*  It  ia  takn 
from  the  pre&tory  address, 

''TO  THE  READER. 

The  character  of  the  person  whose  collection  this  was,  ia  so  well  known,  that 
there  is  no  occasion  to  say  much  of  him,  nor  to  any  man  of  Judgment  that 
inspects  the  catalogue  of  the  collection  itself.  Sometiiing,  however,  it  beooma 
ns  to  say  of  both ;  and  this  I  think  may  with  truth  and  modesty  enough  be  said, 
that  as  few  men  knew  books,  and  that  part  of  learning  which  is  called  JTwferia 
LUteraria,  better  than  himself,  so  there  never  jret  appeared  in  England  so  ehoioe 
and  valuable  a  catalogue  to  be  thus  disposed  of  as  this  before  us :  more  eapodany 
of  that  sort  of  books  which  are  out  of  the  common  course,  which  a  man  m^ 
make  the  business  of  his  life  to  collect,  and  at  last  not  to  be  able  to  aooomplidi. 
A  considerable  part  of  them  being  so  little  known,  even  to  many  of  the  leaned 
buyers,  that  we  have  reason  to  apprehend  this  misfortune  to  attend  the  aale^ 
that  there  will  not  be  competitors  enough  to  raise  them  up  to  their  just  and  real 
value.  Certain  it  is  this  library  contains  not  a  few  which  never  appeared  in  any 
auction  here  before ;  nor  indeed,  as  I  have  heard  him  say,  for  ought  he  knew, 
(and  he  knew  as  well  as  any  man  living)  in  any  pritUed  caUUcgwt  in  ike  waHdJ' 
-*-"  We  must  confess  that,  being  a  person  who  collected  his  books  for  uae{,  and 
not  for  ostentation  or  ornament,  he  seemed  no  more  solicitous  about  tkeir 
than  his  owti ;  and  therefore  you'll  find  that  a  giU  hack,  or  a  large  margin, 
very  seldom  any  inducement  to  him  to  buy.  'Twas  sufficient  that  he  had  the 
book."  "  Though  considering  that  he  was  so  imhappy  as  to  want  heirs  capable 
of  making  that  use  of  them  which  he  had  done,  and  that  therefore  they  were  to 
be  dispersed  after  this  manner;  J  have  heard  him  condemn  his  own  negligence 
in  that  particular ;  observing,  that  the  garniture  of  a  book  was  as  apt  to  recom- 
mend  it  to  a  great  part  of  our  modem  coUedors  (whose  learning  goes  not  beyond 
the  edition,  the  title-page,  and  the  printer's  name)  as  the  intrinsic  value  conld. 
But  that  he  himself  was  not  a  mere  nomenclator,  and  versed  only  in  title- 
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bibliography.  Neither  beautiful  bindings  nor  amplitude 
of  margin,  ever  delighted  his  eye  or  rejoiced  his  heart : 
for  he  was  a  stiff,  hard,  and  straight-forward  reader— and 
learned,  in  Literary  History,  beyond  all  his  contem- 
poraries. His  collection  was  copious  and  excellent; 
and  although  the  compiler  of  the  catalogue  of  his  books 
sneers  at  any  one's  havmg  ''  an  entire  coUection  in  phy- 
sic,'' (by  the  bye,  I  should  have  told  you  that  Bernard 
was  a  Doctor  of  Medicine^)  yet,  if  I  forget  not,  there  are 
nearly  150  pages  in  this  said  catalogue  which  are  thickly 
studded  with  ^^  LSbri  Medidy*  from  the  folio  to  the  duo- 
decimo size.  Many  very  curious  books  are  afterwards 
subjoined ;  and  some  precious  hyous,  in  English  Litera- 
ture, close  the  rear.  Let  Bernard  be  numbered  among 
the  most  learned  and  eminent  bibliomaniacs. 

Having  at  length  reached  the  threshold,  let  us  knock 
at  the  door,  of  the  eighteenth  century.  What  gracious 
figures  are  those  which  approach  to  salute  us?  They 
are  the  forms  of  Bishops  Fbll  and  Morb  :  *  prelates. 


but  had  made  that  just  and  laudable  use  of  his  books  which  would  become  all 
those  that  set  up  for  collectors,  I  i^peal  to  the  Literati  of  his  acquaintance, 
who  conversed  most  frequently  with  him ;  how  full,  how  ready,  and  how  exact 
he  was  in  answerinf?  any  question  that  was  proposed  to  him  relating  to  learned 
men,  or  their  writings;  making  no  secret  of  any  thing  that  he  knew,  or  any 
thing  that  he  had ;  being  naturally  one  of  the  most  communicative  men  living, 
both  of  his  knowledge  and  his  books."—"  And  give  me  leave  to  say  this  of  him, 
upon  my  own  knowledge ;  that  he  never  grudged  his  money  in  procuring,  nor  hii 
time  or  labour  in  perusing,  any  book  which  he  thought  could  be  any  ways 
instructive  to  him,  and  having  the  felicity  of  a  memory  always  faithful,  always 
officious,  which  never  forsook  him,  though  attacked  by  frequent  and  severe  sick- 
ness,  and  by  the  worst  of  diseases,  old  age,  his  desire  of  knowledge  attended  him 
to  the  last ;  and  he  pursued  his  studies  with  equal  vigour  and  application  to  the 
very  extremity  of  his  life."  It  remains  to  add  a  part  of  the  title  of  the  catalogue 
of  the  collection  of  this  extraordinary  bibliomaniac :  "  A  CaiaJogue  qf  the 
Library  of  the  UUe  learned  Db.  Franois  Bebnard,  Fellow  qf  tke  College  qf 
Physieiatu,  and  Phyekian  to  St,  Bartkolomet^s  HotpUal,  cfec.,"  1698,  8va  The 
English  books  are  comprised  in  1241  articles ;  and,  among  them,  the  keen  in* 
vestigator  of  andent  catalogues  will  discover  some  prime  rarities. 

*  As  I  have  already  presented  the  public  with  some  brief  account  respecting 
Bishop  Fell,  and  sharpened  the  i^petites  of  Giangerites  to  procure  rather  a 
rare  portrait  of  the  same  prelate  (See  ItUrod,  to  the  Clasna,  vol«  i,  89),  it  re« 
mains  only  to  add,  in  the  present  place,  that  Heame,  in  his  Hiiioria  Vita  et 
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distinguished    for   their    never   ceasing    admiration    of 
valuable  and  curious  works.    The  former  is  better  known 


lUgni  Rieardi  11. ,  1729,  8vo.,  p.  889,  has  giyen  us  a  ourions  pieoe  of  infcnmialion 
oonoerning  this  eminent  bibliomaniao,  whioh  may  not  be  generally  known.  Hii 
authority  is  Anthony  Wood.  From  this  latter  we  learn  that^  when  Anthony  and 
the  Bishop  were  looking  oyer  the  Hittor^  and  AntiquUieM  oj  ike  Uniwernig  rf 
Oxford^  to  oorreot  it  for  the  press.  Fell  told  Wood  that  "  WiOLiFiB  was  a  gnnd 
dissembler ;  a  man  of  little  conscience ;  and  what  he  did,  as  to  religion,  was  moM 
out  of  vain  gloiy,  and  to  obtain  unto  him  a  name,  than  out  of  honesty — or  to  that 
effect."  Can  such  a  declaration,  from  such  a  oharaeter,  be  credited  f  Bbbot 
MOBB  has  a  stronger  claim  on  our  attention  and  gratitude.  Never  haa  than 
existed  an  episcepal  bibliomaniac  of  such  extraordinary  talent  and  fame  in  the 
walk  of  Old  Engliih  Literature /—es  the  reader  shall  presently  lean.  Tbm 
bishop  was  admitted  of  Clare  Hall,  Cambridge,  in  1062.  In  1691,  he 
Bishop  of  Norwich  ;  and  was  tinnslated  to  Ely  in  1707 ;  but  did  not  aarriye 
translation  above  seven  years.  How  soon  and  how  ardently  the  imasffln  for 
looting  books  possessed  him  it  is  out  of  my  present  power  to  make  the 
acquainted.  But  that  More  was  in  the  zenith  of  his  bibliomaniaeal 
while  he  filled  the  see  of  Norwich  is  unquestionable;  for  thus  writes  Stiype 
"  The  Right  Reverend,  the  Lord  Bishop  of  Norwich,  the  possessor  of  a  great 
curious  collection  of  MS3.  and  other  ancient  printed  pieoes  (little  inferior 
MSS.  in  regard  of  their  scarceness)  hath  also  been  very  considerably  assistant  i 
me  as  well  in  this  present  work  as  in  others  ;**  &c.  Pre&ce  (sign,  a  8)  to  £j^3 
of  Afflmer,  1701,  8vo.  Burnet  thus  describes  his  fine  library  wheo  he 
Bishop  of  Ely.  "This  noble  record  was  lent  me  by  my  reverend  and 
brother.  Dr.  MORE,  Bishop  of  Ely,  who  has  gathered  together  a  most 
treasure,  both  of  printed  books  and  manfoscripts,  beyond  what  one  can  think 
the  life  and  labour  of  one  man  could  have  compassed  ;  and  which  he  is  as 
to'communicate,  as  he  has  been  careful  to  collect  it."  SitL  of  (As 
voL  iii.,  p.  46.  It  seems  hard  to  reconcile  this  testimony  of  Burnet  with  the 
Mr.  (Rough's  declaration,  that  "  The  bishop  collected  his  library  by  plundering^ 
those  of  the  dexgy  in  his  diocese  ;  some  be  paid  with  sermons  or  more 
books;  others  only  with  'quid  UlUeraii  cum  librit,'"  On  the  death  of 
his  libnuy  was  offered  to  Lord  Oxford  for  8000^ ;  and  how  that 
and  truly  noble  collector  could  have  declined  the  purchase  of  such  exquisite 
sures— unless  his  own  shelves  were  groaning  beneath  the  weight  of  a  great  num- 
ber of  similar  volumes— is  difficult  to  account  for.  But  a  public-spirited  oharaotar 
was  not  wanting  to  prevent  the  irreparable  dispersion  of  such  book-gems :  and 
that  patriotic  character  was  Gboboe  I. !— who  gave  6000/.  for  them,  and  pre- 
sented them  to  the  public  library  of  the  University  of  Cambridge ! — 

"  These  are  Imperial  works,  and  worthy  kings  f* 

And  here,  benevolent  reader,  the  almost  unrivalled   BibliotAeca  Moriana  yet 
quietly  and  securely  reposes.    Well  do  I  remember  the  congenial  hours  I  si^t 
(A.D.  1808)  in  the  closet  holding  the  most  precious  part  of  Bishop  More*s  ool- 
loction,  with  my  friend  the  Rev.  Mr.  •  •  •  •  •  •j  tutor  of  one  of  the  oolleges  in 

the  same  University,  at  my  right-hand— (himself  "  greatly  given  to  the  study  of 
books")  actively  engaged  in  promoting  my  views,  and  increasing  my  extraic^s — 
but  withal,  eyeing  mc  sharply  "ever  and  anon"— and  entertaining  a  laudable 
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ajs  an  editor ;  the  latter^  aa  a  collector — and  a  collector, 
too,  of  such  mnltifarioas  knowledge,  of  snch  vivid  and 
just  perceptions,  and  unabating  activity — that  while  he 
may  be  hailed  as  the  Father  of  filutk^lstttt  CoUectors 
in  this  country,  he  reminds  us  of  his  present  successor  in 
the  same  see;  who  is  not  less  enamoured  of  rare  and 
magnificent  volumes,  but  of  a  different  description,  and 
whose  library  assumes  a  grander  cast  of  character. 

The  opening  of  the  18th  century  was  also  distin- 
guished by  the  death  of  a  bibliomaniac  of  the  very  first 
order  and  celebrity.  Of  one,  who  had,  no  doubt,  fre- 
quently discoursed  largely  and  eloquently  with  Luttrell, 
(of  whom  presently)  upon  the  rarity  and  value  of  cer- 
tain editions  of  old  Ballad  Poetry:  and  between  whom 
presents  of  curious  black-letter  volumes  were,  in  all 
probability,  frequently  passing.  I  allude  to  the  famous 
Samuel  Pepys  ;*  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty. 


distrust  of  a  kaen  book-hunter  from  a  rival  University !  I  thank  my  good 
genius  that  I  returned,  as  I  entered,  with  dean  hands  I  My  love  of  truth  and 
of  bibliography  compels  mo  to  add,  with  a  sorrowfid  heurt,  that  not  only  is 
there  no  printed  catalogue  of  Bishop  More*s  books,  but  even  the  fihb  public 
liiBBABT  OF  THE  UNIVKRBITT  remains  unpublished  in  print !  In  this  respect 
they  really  do  "  order  things  better  in  France."  Why  does  such  indi£ference  to 
the  cause  of  general  learning  exist— and  in  the  19th  century  too  ?  Let  me  here 
presume  to  submit  a  plan  to  the  consideration  of  the  syndics  of  the  press ;  pro- 
vided they  should  ever  feel  impressed  with  the  necessity  of  informing  the  literati, 
of  other  countries  as  well  as  our  own,  of  the  book  treasures  contained  in  the 
libraries  of  Cambridge.  It  is  simply  this.  Let  the  books  in  the  Public  Library 
form  the  substratum  of  the  Catalogue  RaitoHnS  to  be  printed  in  three  or  more 
quarto  volumes.  If,  in  any  particular  department,  there  be  valuable  editions  of  a 
work  which  are  »o<  in  the  pubUc,  but  in  another,  library— ex.  gr.  in  Trinity,  or 
Sc  John's— specify  this  edition.in  its  appropriate  class ;  and  add  Trin.  CoU,,  dx. 
— If  this  copy  contain  notes  of  Bentley,  or  Person,  add  "cttsi  notU  BentieU,**  dx. : 
so  that  such  a  catalogue  would  present,  not  only  entry  volume  in  the  Pubtic 
Library^  but  every  valuable  edition  of  a  work  in  the  whole  University.  Nor  is 
the  task  so  Herculean  as  may  be  thought.  The  tutors  of  the  respective  colleges 
would,  I  am  sure,  be  happy,  as  well  as  able,  to  contribute  their  proportionate 
share  of  labour  towards  the  accomplishment  of  so  desirable  and  invaluable  a 
work. 

*  **  The  Maitland  CoUeeUon  qf  MoMuacripU  was  ever  in  the  collector's  (Sir 
Richard  Maitland's)  family.'* — "  His  grandson  was  raised  to  the  dignity  of  Earl 
of  Lauderdale."  "The  Duke  of  Lauderdale,  a  descendant  of  the  collector's 
grandson,    presented   the    Maitland  Collection,    along    with   other   MSS.,    to 
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Now  it  was  a  convincing  proof  to  me,  my  dear  friends, 
that  the  indulgence  of  a  passion  for  books  is  perfectly 
compatible  with  any  situation,  however  active  and 
arduous.    For  while  this   illustrious    bibliomaniac    was 


Samukl  Pipts,  Esq.  Secretary  of  the  Admiralty  to  Charles  IL  and  Jamoi  IL 
Mr.  Pepys  was  one  of  the  earliest  collectors  of  rare  books,  &o.  in  Wngland ;  and 
the  duke  had  no  taste  for  such  matters ;  so  either  from  friendship,  or  some  point  of 
interest,  he  gave  them  to  Mr.  Pepys,"— who  "  dying  26  May,  1708,  in  liis  71st 
year,  ordered,  by  will,  the  Pbptbiam  Libbabt  at  Magdalen  College^  Cambci^gs^ 
to  be  founded,  in  order  to  preserve  his  very  valuable  collection  entire.  It  is  un- 
doubtedly the  most  curious  in  England,  those  of  the  British  Museum  ezoepted  i 
and  is  kopt  in  excellent  order."  Mr.  Pinkerton's  prefaoe,  p.  TiL»  to  Ai 
SooUitk  Poem  fi-ova  the  Maitland  ColUetioti,  dx.,  1786,  8to.,  2  Tola.  I  wirii 
were  in  my  power  to  add  something  concerning  the  parentage^  birth,  adi 
and  pursuits  of  the  extraordinary  collector  of  this  extraordinary  ooUeetlon ; 
no  biographical  work,  which  I  have  yet  consulted,  vouchsafes  even  to 
his  name.  His  merits  are  cursorily  notioed  in  the  Qwtrterly  Jtemtw,  voL  IT^^W 
p.  S26-7.  Through  the  medium  of  a  friend,  I  learn  frxnn  Sir  Looas  Pb|ijm  ^ 
Bart.',  that  our  illustrious  bibliomaniac,  his  great  undo,  was  FteaSdent  of 
Royal  Society,  and  that  his  collection  at  Cambridge  contains  a  Dimiy  of 
life,  written  with  his  own  hand.  But  it  is  high  time  to  speak  of  the 
letter  gOms  contained  in  the  said  collection.  That  the  Peftsian  ooLUKtKm 
at  once  choice  and  valuable  cannot  be  disputed ;  but  that  access  to  tfaa'i 
is  prompt  and  f acQe,  is  not  quite  so  indiiq)utable.  There  is  a  MS.  catalogoe 
the  books,  by  Pepys  himself,  with  a  small  rough  drawing  of  a*,  view  of 
interior  of  tiie  library.  The  books  are  kept  in  their  original  (I 
walnut-wood)  presses :  and  cannot  be  examined  unless  in  the  preaenoe  o#a  MJ 
low. — Such  is  the  nice  order  to  be  observed,  according  to  the  beqaeat* 
every  bqok  must  be  replaced  where  it  was  taken  from ;  and  the  loss  of  a 
volimie  causes  the  collection  to  be  confiscated,  and  transported  to 
library.  Oh,  that  there  were  an  <ui  of  parliament  to  regpilate  bequests  o# 
kind ! — that  the  doors  to  knowledge  might,  by  a  greater  facility  of  entranoo^  b^ 
more  frequently  opened  by  students ;  and  that  the  medium  between  unqoaHfied. 
confidence  and  imqualified  suspicion  might  be  marked  out  and  followed.  Are 
these  things  symptomatic  of  an  iron  or  a  brazen  age  ?  But  the  bibHoinaoiao  ia 
impatient  for  a  glance  at  the  Aforementioned  black-letter  treasorea  1 — ^Ala^  I 
have  promised  more  than  I  can  perform !  Yet  let  him  cast  his  eye  upon  tiie 
first  volume  of  the  recent  edition  of  Bvan^  Collection  qf  Old  BaUadt  (sea  in 
limine,  p.  ix.)  and  look  into  the  valuable  notes  of  Mr.  Todd*»  lUuttratiomt  ^ 
Oover  and  Chaucer,— in  which  latter,  he  will  find  no  bad  specimen  ol  tfaeaa 
Pepydan  gems,  in  the  exultation  of  my  friend,  the  author,  over  another  equaOj 
respected  friend— in  consequence  of  his  having  discovered,  among  these  treaanres, 
a  strange,  merry,  and  conceited  work,  entitled  "Old  Meg  of  fferejbrdskire  ftr 
a  Ma/yd'Marian;  and  Hereford  Town  for  a  Morris-dawiee,  dx.,**  1609,  4to.,  p.  27S. 
Ex  UNO  Discs  ohnes.  The  left-handed  critic,  or  anti-black-letter  reader,  will 
put  a  wicked  construction  upon  the  quotation  of  this  motto  in  capital  letters : 
lot  him :  he  will  repent  of  his  folly  in  due  time. 
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sending*  forth  his  messeng'ers  to  sweep  every  bookseller's 
shop  from  the  Tweed  to  Penzance,  for  the  discovery  ot 
old  and  almost  unknown  ballads — and  while  his  name 
rung  in  the  ears  of  rival  collectors — he  was  sedulous, 
in  his  professional  situation,  to  put  the  Navy  of  Old 
England  upon  the  most  respectable  footing ;  and  is  called 
the  Father  of  that  system  which,  carried  into  effect  by 
British  hearts  of  oak,  has  made  the  thunder  of  our 
cannon  to  be  heard  and  feared  on  the  remotest  shores.> 
Nor  is  it  a  slight  or  common  coincidence  that  a  spirit 
of  book-collecting,  which  stimulated  the  Secretary  of  the 
Admiralty  at  the  opening  of  the  18th  century,  should, 
at  the  close  of  it,  have  operated  with  equal  or  greater 
force  in  a  First  Lord  of  the  same  glorious  department  of 
our  administration.  But  we  shall  speak  more  fully  of 
this  latter  character,  and  of  his  matchless  collection,  in 
a  future  stage  of  our  discussion. 

While  we  are  looking  round  us  at  this  period,  we  may 
as  well  slightly  notice  the  foundation  of  the  Blenheim 
library.    The  Dukr  of  Marlborough*   was  resolved 


*  The  Library  at  Blenheim  is  one  of  the  grandest  rooms  in  Europe.  The 
serpentine  sheet  of  water,  which  flows  at  some  little  distance,  between  high  banks 
of  luxuriant  and  moss-woven  grass,  and  is  seen  from  the  interior,  with  an  over- 
hanging dark  wood  of  oaks,  is  sufficient  to  awaken  the  finest  feelings  that  ever 
animated  the  breast  of  a  bibliomaniac.  The  books  are  select  and  curiotis,  as 
well  as  numerous  ;  and  although  they  may  be  eclipsed,  in  both  these  particulara, 
by  a  few  rival  collections,  yet  the  following  specimen  is  no  despicable  proof  of  the 
ardour  with  which  Marlborouoh,  the  founder  of  the  Library,  pushed  forward  his 
bibliomaniacal  spirit.    I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Edwards  for  this  interesting  list  of  the 

ancient  classics  printed  upon  vellum  in  the  BLENHEIM  LIBRART. 


Apoll.  Bhodius 1^6 

Augustinus,  de  Civ,  Dei  Sijirce,  1470 

A.  Gellius,  Ronws .     ....  1469 

Aug.  de  Civ.  Dei   .    .   Jenson,  1475 

Biblia  Mogimttna 1462 

Bonifadi  Decretalia  ....  1465 

dcerorda  Itketorica    .    Jens.  .  1476 

Epist.  Fam. .  SpinE.  1469 

Offlcia    .    .    MoffunL  1465 

.  1466 

Tnscnl.  Qiies.  Joisoti  1472 

dementis  Const.    .     .  Mogant  1460 
Fnsl.  s.  a. 


Durandus 1459^ 

Horatius  Landini 1482 


Epist 


Justinian Moffunt 

Lactantius     ,    .    ,    ,  A  Hot. 
Lucian Flwent 

Petrarca Spira  . 

Plinius Jenson. 

Quintilian       ....  Cani^ani  1470 
Sallustius  .     .    .    .    .  Spira  .    1470 
V.  Maximus,  s.  a. 
Virgilius Spira    .    1470 


1480 
1468 
1471 
1496 
1470 
1472 
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that  no  naval  commander,  or  person  connected  with 
the  nayy^  should  eclipse  himself  in  the  splendour  of 
book-collecting:  but  it  was  to  Princb  Eugene  that 
Marlborough    was    indebted  for  his  taste  in  this  par- 


The  present  Marquis  of  Blandpord  inherits,  in  no  small  degree,  the  book- 
coUecting  spirit  of  his  illustrious  ancestor.  He  is  making  collections  in  those 
departments  of  literature  in  which  the  Blenheim  Library  is  oomparatiTely 
deficient ;  and  his  success  has  already  been  such  as  to  lead  us  to  hope  for  as 
^rf ect  a  display  of  yolumes  printed  by  CaxUrn  as  there  is  of  those  executed  by 
foreign  printers.  The  Marquis's  coIlep|iion  of  Emhlemt  is,  1  belicTe,  neaiiy 
perfect :  of  these,  there  are  a  few  elegantly  printed  catalogues  for  private  dis- 
tribution. Lysander,  above,  supposes  that  Marlborough  caught  the  infection  of 
the  hook'ditecue  from  Princb  Euoeitk  ;  and  the  supposition  is,  perhaps,  not  very 
wide  of  the  truth.  The  library  of  this  great  Oerman  prince,  which  is  yet  entire* 
(having  been  secured  from  the  pillage  of-  Gallic  Vandalism,  when  a  certain 
emperor  visited  a  certain  city)  is  the  proudest  feature  in  the  public  library  at 
Vienna.  The  books  are  in  very  fine  old  binding,  and,  generally  of  the  largest 
dimensions.  And,  indeed,  old  England  has  not  a  little  to  boast  of  (at  least,  so 
bibliomaniacs  must  always  think)  that,  from  the  recently  published  Memoirs  qf 
Eugene  (1811,  8vo.,  p.  185),  it  would  appear  that  the  prince  "  bought  his  fine 
editions  of  books  at  London  :"— he  speaks  also  of  his  "  excellent  French,  Latin, 
and  Italian  works,  well  bound" — as  if  he  ei\joyed  the  "arrangment"  of  tAcm, 
as  much  as  the  contemplation  of  his  ''  cascades,  large  water-spouts,  and  superb 
basins."  Hid.  Whether  Eugene  himself  was  suddenly  inflamed  with  the  ardour 
of  buying  books,  from  some  lucky  spoils  in  the  pillaging  of  towns — as  Lysander 
supposes — is  a  point  which  may  yet  admit  of  fair  controversy.  For  my  own 
part,  I  suspect  the  Oerman  commander  had  been  straying,  in  his  early  man- 
hood, among  the  fine  libraries  in  Italy,  where  he  might  have  seen  the  following: 
exquisite  lijout — 

In  St.  Marias,  tU  Venice. 

Apuleius 14C9^ 

Aulus  Gellius 1469  y  irintbd  upon  vellum. 

Petraroa 1479J 

In  the  Chapter  House  at  Padita. 

Ciceroma  Bpist.  <jul  A  ttteum    .    .    Jenson     .  1470') 

Quintilian Jenson      .  1471 

Macrobius 1472 

Solinus .     -    Jenson      .  1473  }■  printed  UPON  VELLUM. 

Catullus 1472 

Plautus 1472 

Ovidii  Opera    ........    Bonon.     .  1471, 

The  public  is  indebted  to  Mr.  Edwards  for  the  timely  supply  of  the  foregoing 
bibliographical  intelligence. 
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ticQlar;  or  rather  the  English  commander  was  com- 
pletely bitten  with  the  bibliomaniacal  disease  in  conse- 
quence of  seeing  Eugene  secure  rare  and  magnificent 
copies  of  works^  when  a  city  or  town  was  taken :  and 
the  German  Prince  himself  expatiates  upon  the  trea- 
sures of  his  library,  with  a  rapture  with,  which  none  but 
the  most  thorough-bred  bibliomaniacs  can  ever  ade- 
quately sympathise. 

Ever  ardent  in  his  love  of  past  learning,  and  not  less 
voracious  in  his  bibliomaniacal  appetites,  was  the  well 
known  Narcissus  Luttrell.  Nothing — ^if  we  may 
judge  firom  the  spirited  sketch  of  his  book  character, 
by  the  able  editor*  of  Dryden's  works — nothing  would 
seem  to  have  escaped  his  Lynx-like  vigilance.     Let  the 

*  **  In  fhis  last  part  of  his  task,  the  editor  (Walter  Soott)  has  been  g^reatly 
•Milted  bj  free  aooess  to  a  valuable  collection  of  fugitiye  pieces  of  the  reigDs  of 
Chariea  IL,  James  II.,  William  III.,  and  Queen  Anne.  This  curious  collection 
"wnm  made  by  Nabcibsus  LnTTHELL,  Esq.,  under  whose  name  the  Editor  usually 
<|iiote8  it.  He  industrious  collector  seems  to  have  bought  every  poetical  tract, 
of  whatarer  merit,  which  was  hawked  through  the  streets  in  his  time,  marking 
earefnlly  the  price  and  date  of  the  purchase.  His  collection  contains  the  earliest 
•ditioDs  of  mjuiy  of  our  most  excellent  poems,  bound  up,  according  to  the  order 
of  timOy  with  tlie  lowest  trash  of  Grub-street.  It  was  dispersed  on  Mr.  Luttrell's 
doath,"  &e.  Preface  to  The  Work$  of  John  Dryden,  1808 :  vol.  L,  p.  iv.  Mr. 
James  Bindley  and  Mr.  Richard  Heber  are  then  mentioned,  by  the  editor,  as 
having  obtained  a  great  share  of  the  Luttrell  collection,  and  liberally  furnished 
bim  with  the  loan  of  the  same,  in  order  to  the  moro  perfect  editing  of  Dryden's 
Works.  But  it  is  to  the  persevering  book-spirit  of  Mr.  Edward  Wynne,  as 
Lysander  above  intimates,  ^t  these  notorious  modem  bibliomaniacs  arc  indebted 
for  the  preservation  of  most  of  the  choicest  relics  of  the  BiblioUutca  Luttrdliana. 
Mr.  Wynne  lived  at  Little  Chelsea ;  and  built  his  library  in  a  room  which  had 
the  reputation  of  having  been  Lockr's  study.  Here  he  used  to  sit,  surrounded  by 
innumerable  books — a  "  great  part  being  formed  by  an  eminent  and  oiuious 
eoUector  in  the  last  oentiury" — viz.  the  aforesaid  Narcissus  Luttrell.  (See  the 
title  to  the  Catalogue  of  his  Library.)  His  books  were  sold  by  auction  in  1786; 
and,  that  the  reader  may  have  some  faint  idea  of  the  treasures  contained  in  the 
BiUiotheiM  Wynniana,  he  is  presented  with  the  following  eictracts  : 

LOT  £      «.    d. 

2  A  parcel  of  pamphlets  on  poetry,  8vo 2     0      0 

8  Do.  Tragedies  and  Comedies,  4to.  and  8vo 3    13      6 

4  Do.  Historical  and  Miscellaneous,  4to.  and  8vo 110 

5  Poetical,  Historical,  and  Miscellaneous,  folio         .....  140 
11  Do.  giving  an  account  of  horrid  Murders,  Storms,  Prodigies,  ) 

Tempests,  Witchcraft,  Ghosts,  Earthquakes,  &c.,  with  >    1    14      0 

/roHiiKpiects  and  cut4,  4to.  and  8vo.  1606. ) 

Y  2 
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object  be  what  it  would  (especially  if  it  related  to 
poetry)  let  the  volume  be  great  or  small^  or  contain 
goody  bad,  or  indifferent  warblings  of  the  muse — ^his 
insatiable  craving  had  "stomach  for  them  all."  We 
may  consider  his  collection  as  the  fountain  head  of  those 
copious  streams  which,  after  fructifjring  the  libraries 
of  many  bibliomianiacs  in  the  first  half  of  the  eigh- 
teenth century,  settled,  for  a  while,  more  determinedly, 
in  the  curious  book-reservoir  of  a  Mr.  Wynne — 
and  hence,  breaking  up,  and  taking  a  different  di- 
rection towards  the  collections  of  Farmer,  Steevens, 
and  others,  they  have  almost  lost  their  identity  in 
the  innumerable  rivulets  which  now  inundate  the  book- 
world. 

Why  have  I  delayed,  to  the  present  moment,  the  men- 
tion of  that    illustrious  bibliomaniac.  Earl  Peb^ broke  ? 

LOT  JC     «.     ^ 

12  Do.    Historical  and    Political,  Einglish    and  Foreign,    from. )    ^      a      a 

1680  to  1707 {*      "      " 

13  Do.    conidsting   of    Petitions,  Remonstrances,  Declarations,  \ 

and  other  political  matters,  from  1638  to   1660,  during  1 

the  great  Rebellion,  and  the  whole  of  the  Protectorate  *•  /    7      7      0 

a  very  large  parcel,  many  of  tJiem  with  cuts.    Purchased  \ 

by  the  present  Marquis  of  Bute / 

14  Do.  of  single  sheets,  giving  an  account  of  the  various  sieges  ^ 

in  Ireland  in  1695-6 ;  and  consisting  likewise  of  Elegies,  I 

Old  Ballads,  accounts  of    Murders,  Storms,   Political  >  6    16      6 

Squibs,    &C.    &c.,    many    of  them    with  citnoM  2*^^*t  \ 

from  1695  to    1706.     Purchased  by  the  same.     .     .     .  / 

Lots  23-4  comprised  a  groit  number  of  "  Old  Poetiy  and  Romances,*'  which 
were  purcha«<ed  by  Mr.  Baynea  for  7/.  9g.  Lot  376  comprehended  a  "  CoUection 
of  Old  Ptayi—OaKcoiyne,  White,  Wiiidet,  Dedber,  d'c,"  21  vols.:  which  were  sold 
for  38^.  17*.  Never,  to  be  sure,  was  a  precious  collection  of  English  Hi^toiy  and 
Poetry  so  wrotohedly  detailed  to  the  public,  in  an  auction  catalogue  !  It  i^ould 
1)e  noticed  that  a  great  number  of  poetical  tracts  was  disposed  of,  previous  to  the 
sale,  to  Dr.  Farmkr,  who  gave  not  more  than  forty  guineas  for  them.  The 
Doctor  was  also  a  detornunod  purchaser  at  the  sale,  and  I  think  tho  ingenious 
Mr.  Waldron  aided  the  illustrious  commentator  of  Shakspeare  with  many  a 
choice  volume.  It  may  be  worth  adding  that  Wynne  was  the  author  of  an 
elegant  work,  written  in  tho  form  of  dialogue.%  entitled  Eunomtis,  or  Dis- 
conrset  upon,  the  Latrs  of  E/iyhind,  4  vols,  8vo.  It  hapjiened  to  be  published  at 
the  time  when  Sir  William  Blackstoiie*s  Commentiwie^  on  (he  Law*  of  Sngland 
made  their  appearance  ;  and,  in  consoquence,  has  seen  only  three  editions  :  the 
lattor  being  published  iu  1809,  2  vols.,  8vo. 
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a  patron  of  poor  scholars,  and  a  connoisseur,  as  well 
as  collector,  of  every  thing  the  most  precious  and 
rare  in  the  book-way.  Yet  was  his  love  of  VirtU 
not  confined  to  objects  in  the  shape  of  volumes, 
whether-  printed  or  in  MS. :  his  knowledge  of  statues 
and  coins  was  profound  ;*  and  his  collection  of  these, 


*  nra  raader  will  find  an  antmatad  eulog;  on  thii  gre&t  nobleman  in  Wal- 
pola's  Antcdala  of  PnaUevt^  vol.  iv.,  227  ;  pert  of  which  wu  traoMribad  bj 
Jowph  WiTton  for  hia  Tarioium  edmon  of  Pope's  irorka,  and  thenoe  oofdad  iQtO 
the  receot  edition  of  the  aama  b;  the  Rar. 
W.  L,  Bowlon.  But  Pehbroki  daaerved 
a  more  pnrticular  notiM.  Eictiulvelf  of 
bia  fine  Htntuaa  and  architectuisJ  decora^ 
tloni,  the  Earl  coDtrived  to  proaure  a  great 
number  of  curioue  and  rare  booki ;  and 
the  teatimoniea  of  Maittaira  (who  apeaks 
indeed  of  him  with  a  sort  of  rapture  !J 
and  pKlmer  ahow  that  the  produotions  of 
Jenaon  and  Caitoa  were  no  strang^era  to  lua 
lihmr;.  AxRala  Ti/^ogtaitkiei,  vol.  i.,  13. 
edit  1719.  Biibyr^  rtf  I^Ulinf,  p.  6. 
"  There  ia  Dothicg  that  ao  atirelf  provea 
tbe  pre-emineDce  of  virtue  more  tlian  the 
I  nnivenal  admiratioD  of  mankind,  and  the 
wt  paid  it  by  persona  in  opposite 
intereata ;  and,  more  than  tbin,  it  is  a 
qMiUIng  gem  whioli  eran  time  dooa  cot  deatroy  i  it  ia  hung  up  in  the  Temple  of 
Fame,  and  reapectod  for  ever."  CoNtia  uidoH  qf  Granger,  vol.  i.,  37,  ic 
"  Ha  niaed  (continnea  Hr.  Noble)  a  collection  of  anticiuei  tbat  were  unrivalled 
b;  any  aubject  Hia  laantlag  made  him  a  fit  companion  for  the  litaratL  Wiltoa 
will  aver  b»  a  monument  of  hia  eitsnaiva  knowledge ;  and  the  princely  preeenta 
it  ooutaioa,  of  the  high  eatimatlon  in  which  he  waa  held  by  forsigii  potactatda,  aa 
well  aa  by  the  many  monarcha  ho  aaw  and  aerved  at  home.  He  lived  mther  a*  a 
primitive  chriatiaa  ;  in  hta  bebavjour,  meek  ;  in  hin  dresa,  plain  :  rather  retired, 
converaing  but  httle.''  Burnet, in  the  Illtlarg  of  hii  own  lima,  haa  apoben  of 
the  Earl  with  spirit  and  propriety.  Thua  far  the  first  edition  of  the  Bihliopiania. 
Anm  an  original  US.  letter  of  Aniliii  to  Ames  (iu  the  poaaaaaioD  of  Mr.  John 
Kicbola)  I  insert  the  followir.g  memoranda,  concerning  the  book  oetebrity  of 
Lord  Pembroke.  "  I  had  the  book  of  Juliana  Barnes  (says  Anstia)  printed  at 
St  AlbaOB,  I486,  about  hunting,  which  was  aftarwards  rtipriuted  by  W.  do  Worde 
•t  WaatmiDBter,  1496— but  the  E.vhl  Or  Peubboki  would  not  rest  till  he  got  it 
from  me."  From  a  tetter  to  Lewis  (the  biographer  of  Caxton)  by  the  same 
peiaoD,  dated  Oct.  11,  1737,  Auatis  tayt  that  "the  Earl  of  Pembroke  would 
net  auffer  bim  to  rest  till  he  bad  presented  it  to  Min."  tie  aaya  aluo  that  "  he 
had  a  Uter  edition  uf  the  E.-ime,  printed  in  1496,  on  /MrchmfM,  by  W.  do  Worda, 
which  be  had  given  away  :  but  ho  could  send  to  tbo  ponon  who  hod  it."  From 
another  latter,  dated  May  8,   1740,  this  "porson"  turns  out  to  bo  tha  famous 
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such  as  to  have    secured  for    him    the    admiratioii    of 
posterity. 

While  this  nobleman  was  the  general  theme  of  literary 
praise  there  lived  a  BibUamaniacal  Triunwbraie  of  the 
names  of  Bagford,  Murray,  and  Hearnb:  a  trium- 
virate,  perhaps  not  equalled,  in  the  mere  love  of  book- 
collecting,  by  that  which  we  mentioned  a  short  time 
ago.     At  the  head,  and    the  survivor  of  these  three,* 


John  Murray  ;  to  whom  we  are  shortly  to  be  introdaoed.  The  copy,  however, 
is  said  to  be  "imperfect ;  but  the  St.  Albans  book,  a  fair  folio."  In  this  letter. 
Lord  Pembroke's  library  is  said  to  hold  "the  greatest  collection  of  th^  first  books 
printed  in  England."  Perhaps  the  reader  will  not  be  displeased  to  be  informed 
that  in  the  Aniiquiiia  qf  OlatUmbwry,  published  by  Heame,  1722,  p.  Lvm,  there 
is  a  medal,  with  the  reverse,  of  one  of  the  Earl's  ancestors  in  Queen  Elisabeth's 
time,  which  had  escaped  Evelyn.  It  was  lent  to  Heame  by  Sir  Philip  Syden- 
ham, who  was  at  the  expense  of  having  the  plate  engraved. 

*  The  former  bibliomaniacal  triumvirate  is  noticed  at  p.  217,  ante.  We  will 
now  discuss  the  merits  of  the  above,  teriatim.  And  fint  of  Jomr  Bagfobd, 
"  by  profession  a  bookseller ;  who  frequently  travelled  into  Holland  and  other 
parts,  in  search  of  scarce  books  and  valuable  prints,  and  brought  a  vast  number 
into  this  kingdom,  the  greater  part  of  which  were  purchased  by  the  Earl  of 
Oxford.  He  hod  been  in  his  younger  dasrs  a  shoemaker;  and  for  the  many 
curiosities  wherevdth  he  enriched  the  famous  library  of  Dr.  John  More,  Bishop 
of  Ely,  his  Lordship  got  him  admitted  into  the  Charter  House.  He  died  in 
1716,  aged  65 ;  after  his  death.  Lord  Oxford  purchased  all  his  collections  and 
papers  for  his  library :  these  are  now  in  the  Harleian  collection  in  the  British 
Museum.  In  1707  were  published,  in  the  Philosophical  transactions,  his  Pro- 
posals for  a  General  History  of  Printing." — Bowyer  and  Nichol's  Origin  of 
.Printing,  pp.  164,  189,  note.  It  has  been  my  fortune  (whether  good  or  bad 
remains  to  be  proved)  not  only  to  transcribe,  and  cause  to  be  reprinted,  the 
slender  Memorial  of  Printing  in  the  Philosophical  Transactions,  drawn  up 
by  Wanley  for  Bagford,  but  to  wade  through  forty-two  folio  volumes,  in 
which  Bagford's  materials  for  a  History  of  Printing  are  incorporated,  in  the 
British  Museimi :  and  from  these,  I  think  I  have  furnished  myself  with  a  pretty 
correct  notion  of  the  collector  of  them.  Bagford  was  the  most  hungry  and  rapa- 
cious of  all  book  and  print  collectors ;  and,  in  his  ravages,  ho  spared  neither  the 
most  delicate  nor  costly  specimens.  He  seems  always  to  haVe  expressed  his  asto- 
nishment at  the  most  common  productions ;  and  his  paper  in  the  Philosophical 
Transactions  betrays  such  simplicity  and  ignorance  that  one  is  astonished  how 
my  Lord  Oxford,  and  the  learned  Bishop  of  Ely,  could  have  employed  so 
credulous  a  bibliographical  forager.  A  modem  collector  and  lover  of  petfeet 
copies,  will  witness,  with  shuddering,  among  Bagford^s  immense  collection  of 
title-pages  in  the  Museum,  the  frontispieces  of  the  Complutensian  Polyglot,  and 
Chaimoy's  Bistory  of  Hertfordshire,  torn  out  to  illustrate  a  History  of  Printing. 
His  enthusiasm,  however,  carried  him  through  a  great  deal  of  laborious  toil ; 
and  he  supplied  in  some  measure,  by  this  quali^cation,  the  want  of  other  attain- 
ments.    His  whole  mind  was  devoted  to  book-hunting ;  and  his  integrity  and 
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was  Thomas  Heame ;  who^  if  I  well  remember^  has  been 
thus  described  by  Pope^  in  his  Dunciad,  under  the  cha- 
racter of  Wormius : 

But  who  is  he,  in  closet  close  ypent, 
Of  sober  fieuse,  with  learned  dust  besprent  ? 
Right  well  mine  eyes  arede  the  myster  wigbt, 
On  parchment  scraps  y-fed,  and  Wobhius  hight. 


diligenoe  probably  made  bis  employers  overlook  his  many  failings.  His  band- 
writing  is  soaroely  l^ble,  and  his  orthopnrapby  is  still  more  wretched  ;  but  if  he 
was  ignorant,  he  was  humble,  zealous,  and  grateful ;  and  he  has  certainly  done 
something  towards  the  accomplishment  of  that  desirable  object,  an  accurate 
GENBKAL  HiBTOST  OF  FRiNTiNa.  The  preceding  was  inserted  in  the  Jirtt 
edition  of  this  work.  It  is  incumbent  on  me  to  say  something  more,  and  less 
declamatory,  of  so  extraordinary  a  character  ;  and  as  my  sources  of  information 
are  such  as  do  not  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  majority  of  readers,  I  trust  the 
prolixity  of  what  follows,  appertaining  to  the  aforesaid  renowned  bibliomaniac, 
will  be  pardoned-^t  least  by  the  lover  of  curious  biographical  memoranda.  My 
old  friend,  Tom  Heame,  is  my  chief  authority.  In  the  preface  to  that  very 
scarce,  but  rather  curious  than  valuable,  work,  entitled  GuU.  Hoper  Vita  D. 
Tkomas  Mori,  1716,  8vo.,  we  have  the  following  brief  notice  of  Bagford  :  §.  ix. 
Epistolas  et  Orationes  excipit  Anonymi  Scriptoris  chronicon;  quod  idoirco 
Qodstovianum  appellare  visum  est,  quia  in  illud  forte  fortuna  inciderim,  quum, 
anno  mdooxv.  una  cum  Joannjb  Bagfobdio,  amico  egregio  ad  rudera  Prioratiis 
de  Godstowe  juxta  Oxoniam  animi  recreandi  gratia,  perambularem.  De  illo 
vero  me  prius  certiorem  fecerat  ipse  Bagfordius,  qui  magno  cum  noetro  moerore 
paullo  post  Londini  obiit,  die  nimirum  quinto  Maij  anno  MDOCXVi.  quum  jam 
annum  ntatis  sexagesdmum  quintum  inplerisset,  ut  h  litteris  intelligo  amid 
ingenio  et  humanitate  omati  Jaoobei  Sothebeii,  junioris,  qui,  si  quis  alius,  h 
famHiaribus  erat  Bagfordii.  Virum  enimvero  ideo  mihi  quam  maxime  h&c 
occasione  lugendum  est,  quod  amicum  probitate  et  modestia  prsdditum  amiserim, 
virumque  cum  primis  diligentem  et  peritum  interddisse  tarn  certum  sit  quam 
quod  certissimum.  Quamvis  enim  artes  liberales  nunquam  didicisset,  vi  tamen 
ingenii  ductus,  eruditus  plane  evasit  ^  et,  ut  quod  verum  est  dicam,  incredibile 
est  quam  f eliciter  res  abstrusas  in  historiis  veteribus  explicaverit,  nodosque  paullo 
diffidliores  ad  artis  typographio»  incunabula  spectantes  solverit  et  expedierit. 
Expertus  novi  quod  soribo.  Quotiescunque  enim  ipsum  consului  (et  quidem  id 
ssBpissime  fadendimi  erat)  perpetuo  mihi  alitor  atque  exq[>ectaveram  satiafecit, 
obeervationis  itidem  nonntunquam  tales  addens,  quales  antea  neque  mihi  neque 
viris  longe  doctioribus  in  mentem  venerant.  Quidni  itaque  virum  magnum 
fuisse  pronunciarem,  prsDdpue  quum  nostra  sententia  illi  soli  magni  sint  oensendi, 
qui  recte  agant^  et  sint  vere  boni  et  virtute  prssditi  t " — Prctf,  pp.  xxi;,  it  In 
Heame*8  perface  to  WaUer  Hemijigfor^s  history,  Bagford  is  again  briefly  intro- 
duced :  "At  vero  in  hoc  genere  fragmenta  oolligendi  omnes  quidem  alios 
(quantum  ego  existimare  {Kxnum)  facile  superavit  Joannes  Bagfordius,  de  quo 
i^ud  Hemingum,  &c.  Incredibile  est,  quanta  usus  sit  diligentia  in  ladniis 
veteribus  ooacervandis.  Imo  in  hoc  labore  quidem  tantum  versari  exoptabat 
quantum  potuit,  tantum  autem  re  vera  vetsabaUir,  quantum  ingenio  (nam  divino 
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A  little  volume  of  book  chit-chat  might  be  written  upon 
the  marvellous  discovesies  and  voluminous  compilations 


sane  fraebatur)  quantum  medioori  doctrina  (nam  neque  ingmiue,  neque  liberaliter, 
unquam  fuit  educatus)  quantum  usu  valuit,  "  p.  oiu.  The  reader  here  finds  a 
reference  tq  what  is  said  of  Bagford,  in  the  Hemingi  Wigornauit  Chariularium  : 
which,  though  copious,  is  really  curious  and  entertaining,  and  is  forthwith  sub- 
mitted to  his  consideration.  "It  was  therefore  Tery  laudable  in  my  friend, 
Mr.  J.  Baopord  (who  I  think  was  bom  in  Fetter-lane,  London)  to  employ  so 
much  of  his  time  as  he  did  in  collecting  remains  of  antiquity.  Indeed  he  was 
a  man  of  a  Tory  surprising  genius,  and  had  hi»  education  (for  he  was  first  a  shoe- 
maker, and  afterwards  for  some  time  a  book-seller)  been  equal  to  his  natural 
genius,  he  would  have  proved  a  much  greater  man  than  he  was.-  And  yet,  without 
this  education,  he  was  certainly  the  greatest  man  in  the  world  in  his  way.  I  do 
not  hear  of  any  monument  erected  to  his  memory,  but  'twas  not  without  reason 
that  a  worthy  gentleman,  now  living  in  London,  designed  the  following  epitftph 
for  him : 

Hie.  Sitvs.  Joannes.  Bagfobdivs. 
Antiquarivs.  Penitvs.  Britannvs. 
CujvB.   Nuda.  Solertia.    Aliorvm. 
Vicit.  Operosam.  Diligentiam. 
Obiit.  Maii.  v.   A.D.  M.DCC.XVL 

iEtatis  [LXV.] 
Viri.  Simpliois.  Et.  Sine.  Fvco. 
Memoria.  Ne.  Periret. 
Hunc  Lapidem.    Posvit. 


"  Tis  very  remarkable  that,  in  collecting,  his  carer  did  not  extend  itself  to  books 
and  to  fragments  of  books  only ;  but  even  to  the  very  Cwers,  and  to  Bottet  and 
Claspi ;  and  all  this  that  he  might,  with  greater  ease,  compile  the  History  of 
Printing,  which  he  had  undertaken,  but  did  not  finish.  In  this  noble  work  he 
intended  a  Discourse 'about  Binding  Booh  (in  which  he  might  have  improved 
what  I  have  said  elsewhere  about  the  ancient  JSntels)  and  another  about  the  Art 
of  making  Paper,  in  both  which  his  observations  were  very  accurate.  Nay,  his 
skill  in  paper  was  so  exquisite  that,  at  first  view,  he  could  tell  the  place  where, 
and  the  time  when,  any  paper  was  made,  though  at  never  so  many  years'  distance. 
I  well  remember  that,  when  I  was  reading  over  a  famous  book  of  collections 
(written  by  John  Laweme,  Monk  of  Worcester,  and  now  preserved)  in  the 
Bodleian  Library,  Mr.  Bagford  came  to  me  (as  he  would  often  come  thither  on 
purpose  to  converse  with  me  about  curiosities)  and  that  he  had  no  sooner  seen 
the  book,  but  he  presently  described  the  time  when,  and  the  place  where,  the 
paper  of  which  it  consists,  was  made.  He  was  indefatigable  in  his  searches,  and 
was  so  ambitious  of  seeing  what  he  had  heard  of,  relating  to  his  noble  design, 
that  he  had  made  several  journies  into  Holland  to  see  the  famous  books  there. 
Nor  was  he  less  thirsty  after  other  antiquities,  but,  like  old  John  Stow,  was  for 
seeing  himself,  if  possibfe  (although  he  travelled  on  foot),  what  had  been  related 
to  him.  Insomuch  that  I  cannot  doubt,  but  were  he  now  living,  he  would  have 
expressed  a  very  longing  desire  of  going  to  Worcester,  were  it  for  no  other 
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of   Bagford  and  Hearne :    and  to  these,   we  may  add 
another    unique   bibliomaniac,    who    will    go    down    to 


but  to  be  better  satisfied  about  the  famous  monumental  stones  mentioned 
bj  Heming  {Chart,  Wigom,,  p.  842),  as  bo  often  declared  a  most  earnest  desire 
of  walking  with  me  (though  I  was  diverted  from  going)  to  Guy's  Cliff  by 
Warwick,  when  I  was  printing  that  most  rare  book  called,  Joannit  Rotsi  Anti- 
ftom  Warwicefuis  Hixtoria  Regwn  An^lia,  And  I  am  apt  to  think  that  he 
vookl  baTO  shewed  as  hearty  an  inclination  of  going  to  Stening  in  Sussex,  that 
being  the  place  (according  to  Asser's  Life  of  iElfred  the  Qreat)  where  K.  Ethel- 
vulph  (father  of  K.  Alfred)  was  buried,  though  others  say  it  was  at  Winches- 
ter," fto.  "  Mr.  Baofx)RD  was  as  communicative  as  he  was  knowing :  so  that 
iOBie  of  the  chief  curiosities  in  some  of  otu*  best  libraries  are  owing  to  him  ;  for 
i^iieh  reason  it  was  that  the  late  BUkop  of  Ely,  Dr.  More  (who  received  so 
rnneh  from  him),  as  an  instance  of  gratitude,  procured  him  a  place  in  the 
Charter-House.  I  wish  all  places  were  as  well  bestowed.  For  as  Mr.  Bagford 
was,  without  all  dispute,  a  very  worthy  man,  so,  being  a  despiser  of  money,  he 
liad  not  provided  for  the  necessities  of  old  age.  He  never  looked  upon  tiiose 
11  tnie  philosophers  that  aimed  at  heaping  up  riches,  and,  in  that  point,  could 
never  commend  that  otherwise  great  man,  Seneca,  who  had  about  two  hundred 
sod  fifty  thousand  pounds  sterling,  at  use  in  Britain  ;  the  loan  whereof  had  been 
ihniflt  upon  the  Britains,  whether  they  would  or  no.  He  would  rather  extol  such 
men  as  a  certain  rector  near  Oxford,  whose  will  is  thus  put  down  in  writing,  by. 
Bichard  Kedermister,  the  last  abbot  but  one  of  Winchcomb  {Ldand  ColUct, 
vol  vL,  168),  in  the  margin  of  a  book  (I  lately  purchased)  called  Hieronyvni 
CeardUalis  Viicu  Pair  am,  Lugd.  .MCOCCCII.  4to.  "  Nihil  habeo,  nihil  debeo, 
benedioamus  Domino.  Testamentum  cujusdam  rectoris,  juxta  Oxoniam  dece- 
dentis  circiter  annum  salutis,  1520."  "  Nor  was  Mr.  Bagford  versed  only  in 
our  own  old  writers,  but  in  those  likewise  of  other  countries,  particularly  the 
Boman.  His  skill  in  that  part  of  the  Roman  history  that  immediately  relates 
to  Britain  is  sufficiently  evident  from  his  ciurioiis  letter,  printed  at  the  beginning 
of  Leland's  Collectanea.  That  he  might  be  the  better  acquainted  with  the 
Boman  stations,  and  the  several  motions  of  the  soldiers  from  one  place  to 
iDother,  he  used  to  pick  up  coins,  and  would,  upon  occasion,  discourse  hand- 
somely, aud  very  pertinently,  about  them  ;  yet  he  would  keep  none,  but  would 
give  tiiem  to  his  friends,  telling  them  (for  he  was  exemplarily  modest  and  humble) 
that  he  had  neither  learning  nor  sagacity  enough  to  explain  and  illustrate  them, 
and  that  therefore  it  was  more  proper  they  should  be  in  the  possession  of  some 
•Me  persons.  He  would  havo  done  any  thing  to  retrieve  a  Roman  author,  and 
would  have  given  any  price  for  so  much  as  a  single  fragment  (not  yet  discovered) 
of  the  learned  conimentaries,  written  by  Agrippina,  mother  to  Nero,  touching 
the  fortunes  of  her  house,  which  are  (as  I  much  fear)  now  utterly  lost,  excepting 
the  fragment  or  two  cited  out  of  them  by  Pliny  the  elder  and  Cornelius  Tacitus ; 
as  he  would  also  have  stuck  at  no  price  for  a  grammar  printed  at  Tawittoek, 
eommonly  called  Ct^  long  Cftainmat.  When  he  went  abroad  he  was  never 
idle,  but  if  he  could  not  meot  with  things  of  a  better  character,  he  would  divert 
himself  with  looking  over  Ballads,  and  he  was  always  mightily  pleased  if  he  met 
with  any  that  were  old.  Anthony  &  Wood  made  good  oollections,  with  respect 
to  balladsy  but  ho  was  far  outdone  by  Mr.  Bagford.     Our  modem  ballads  are. 
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posterity  under  the  distinguished,  and  truly  enviable, 
title  of  The  Musical  Small- Coal  Man ; "  I  mean,  master 
Thomas  Britton.  Yes,  Lisardo ;  while  we  give  to  the 
foregoing  characters  their  full  share  of  merit  and 
praise;  we  admit  that  Bagford's  personal  activity 
and  manual  labour  have  hardly  been  equalled — while  we 
allow  John  Murray  to  have  looked  with   sharper  eyes 

for  the  most  pftrt^  romantic ;  but  the  old  ones  contain  matters  of  fact,  and  were 
generally  written  by  good  scholars.  In  these  old  ones  were  couched  the  transac- 
tions of  our  great  heroes :  they  were  a  sort  of  Chronicles.  So  that  the  wise 
founder  of  New  College  permitted  them  to  be  sung,  by  the  fellows  of  that 
college,  upon  extraordinary  days.  In  those  times,  the  poets  thought  they,  had 
done  their  duty  when  they  had  observed  truth,  and  put  the  accounts  they  under- 
took to  write,  into  rhythm,  without  extrayagantly  indulging  their  fiEtncies.  Nobody 
knew  this  better  than  Bir.  Bagf ord  ;  for  which  reason  he  always  seemed  almost 
ravished  when  he  happened  to  light  upon  old  rhythms,  though  they  might  not, 
perhaps,  be  so  properly  ranged  under  the  title  of  ballads,"  &c.,  pp.  656— 668| 
Being  unable  to  furnish  a  portrait  of  Bagford  (although  I  took  some  litUe 
trouble  to  procure  one)  I  hope  tho  reader — ^if  his  patience  be  not  quite  exhausted 
— will  endeavour  to  console  himself,  in  lieu  thereof,  with  a  specimen  of  Bagford'a 
epistolary  composition  ;  which  I  have  faithfully  copied  from  the  original  tLmong 
the  Sloanian,  MSS,,  no.  4036,  in  the  British  Museum.  It  is  written  to  Sir  Hans 
Sloane. 

From  my  Lodgingt,  July  24, 1704. 
WOBTHT  SIBy 

Since  you  honoured  me  with  your  good  company  for  seeing^ 
printing  and  card-making,  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  explain  myself  to  you  per 
letter  on  this  subject.  Till  you  had  seen  the  whole  process  of  card-making,  I 
thought  I  could  not  so  well  represent  it  unto  you  by  writing — for  this  I  take 
to  be  the  firiit  manner  of  printmg.  In  this  short  discouse  I  have  explained 
myself  when  I  design  to  treat  of  it  in  the  famous  subject  of  the  Art  of  Printing. 
It  hath  been  the  lal¥>ur  of  several  years  past,  and  if  now  I  shall  have  assistance 
to  midwife  it  into  the  world,  I  shall  be  well  satisfied  for  the  sake  of  the  curious. 
For  these  10  years  past  I  have  spared  no  cost  in  collecting  books  on  this  subject, 
and  likewise  drafts  of  the  effigies  of  our  famous  printers,  with  pther  designs  that 
will  be  needful  on  this  subject.  If  this  short  account  of  the  design  of  the  iriiole 
shall  give  you  any  satisfaction,  I  shall  esteem  my  pains  well  bestowed.  Hitherto, 
I  have  met  with  no  encouragement  but  from  three  reverend  gentlemen  of  Bennet 
CoUege  in  Cambridge,  who  generously,  of  their  own  accord,  gave  me  10  pound 
each,  which  is  all  I  ever  received  of  any  person  whatsoever.  It  may  indeed  be 
imputed  to  my  own  neglect,  in  not  acquainting  the  learned  with  my  design,  but 
modesty  still  keeps  me  silent.  I  hope  your  goodness  will  pardon  my  imperti- 
nence. I  shall  be  ready  at  all  times  to  give  you  any  satisfaction  you  desire  on 
this  subject^  who  am. 

Honoured  Sir, 
Your  most  humble  Servant  to  command, 
For  the  Worthy  Sir  Ham  Stone,  Jo.  Baofobix 
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after   black-letter   volumes  than   almost  any  of  his  pre- 
decessors or  successors — while  we  ^rant  Thomas  Heame 

J/r.  /«o.  Baaford,— 
You  liaving  ihewed  ta« 
«o  many  rebiuoi,  at  I 
wa>  retunuDg  borne,  I 
thought  of  ODe  for  yon 
—ahagge.  Mid  below 


thU  l«Uar  withtheEUb- 
joined  dsTioe : — "  ^or 


able    ntor."    (Earl. 


MS.,  I 


10.) 


I  wish  it  were  in  my  power  to  collect  infornuition,  aqually  aooeptable  with 
the  foregoing,  reipeeUiig  the  abOT«-nAmed  Johh  Mubbat  ;  bnt  Hb&tds,  who 
wu  hia  inUmate  (rieod,  hai  been  tdtj  upariii^  in  hu  anscdolM  of  liira,  haTing 
left  <u  but  ■  few  deraltor;  noticaa,  written  chiefly  in  the  Latin  tanguaga.  The 
eariiest  meotian  of  him  that  I  find  is  the  follawing :  "  Venun  tllud  pnedpoe 
lueDtioneiD  meretur,  quod  matao  aooepi,  loliedula  una  et  iilteia  jam  aioan,  A 
JOAHMB  Hdrakio  Iiondinenai,  rei  antiquaiim  penorutatora  dUigimti,  oni  eo 
nomine  gratias  ago."  "  Dsniijua  mbdidi  deBoriptlonem  feneatrarum  daptotamm  ec- 
cleain  paroohialis  de  Fairford  in  agro  Glooeatrienii,  i  whsdula  qoam  mutuo  aumpd 
■b  amico  lupn  laudato  Johanne  Murrario,  qai  per  literu  etiam  oertlorem  me 
fecit  i  Dodice  quodam  Tstuito  MS.  fuine  extraotnm.  Neque  dubito  quin  hie 
idem  tuerit  Codex  quern  olim  in  ecolesia  de  Fairford  adienatum  mrripuiaa  na- 
bolonem  quemptam  mihi  agniScaTit  ecolenn  ndituua,  Tir  almplez,  necnm  Mate 
et  KJeDtda  venenndua."  Pnef  :  p.  XinL  ChaL  Ropai  Vila  Tima  Mori,  1716, 
8to.,  edit.  Heame.  Thars  is  another  alight  mention  of  Moiray,  by  Hearne,  in 
the  lattei'a  edition  at  Tiom.  Coil  Vindie.  Antiq.  Acad.  Oxon,  ToL  ii.,  803-4— 
wlien  he  disoounea  largely  upon  the  tonner'i  oopy  of  BtuUlCi  Paitgrne  if  Pta- 
pie :  a  book  whioh  will  be  noticed  by  me  very  fully  on  a  thtnre  ooolnon.  At 
present,  it  may  suffice  to  observe  that  a  perfect  copy  of, it  ia  probably  the  rarsat 
F"gT''''  book  in  existenoa.  There  is  a  ouriooi  oopper  plata  i»int  of  Hoiray, 
by  Vsrtue,  in  which  our  blbliomauiaa'a  right  arm  is  resting  upon  some  books  en- 
titled "Rnxntit   WoTkt,  aanaiu  Paptn,  TryaU  nf  Wildie$."    Beneath  it  this 


ff  lA  Jf  oiKir  Joika  Vwniy  4^  SuMiA, 

T*<  Wtrtt  If  old  Timt  to  adJKt  inu  Utjirldt, 
nu  OMlrlMt  dnadtd  kU  Cart : 

StardUa  ill  FrUwSt,  talotoM  ta  d^i, 

.    SotkilioolamdauCnta^inltUHtlr.  ■.  >. 

Of  the  above-mentioned  Tbokas  Bbiitoh,  I  am  enabled  to  i«eaant  a  very 
curious  and  interesting  acoonnt,  from  a  work  published  by  Heame,  of  no  very 
ordinary  occurrence,  and  In  the  very  words  of  Heame  himself.  It  is  quite  an 
unique  picture.  "  Before  I  dlsmisa  this  subject,  I  must  beg  leave  to  msnUon,  and 
to  give  a  short  account  of,  one  that  was  intimately  acquainted  with  Mr.  Bagford, 
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a  considerable  portion  of  scholarship,  an  inflexible 
integrity,  as  well  as  indefatigable  industry,  and  that  his 
works  are  generally  interesting,  both  from  the  artless  style 
in  which  they  are  composed,  and  the  intrinstic  utility  of  the 


and  was  also  a  great  man,  though  of  but  ordinary  education.  The  person  I 
mean  is  Mr.  Thos.  Britton,  the  famous  Mtuical  Small  Coal  Man,  who  was  bom 
at  or  near  Higham  Ferrers  in  Northamptonshire.  Thenoe  he  went  to  LmidoOt 
where  he  bound  himself  apprentice  to  a  small  coal  man  in  St.  John  Baptist's 
Street.  After  he  had  served  his  full  time  of  seven  years,  his  master  gave  him  a 
sum  of  money  not  to  set  up.  Upon  this,  Tom  went  into  Northamptoaahirs 
again,  and  after  he  had  spent  his  money,  he  returned  again  to  London^  set  Jtp  the 
tmall  coal  UxuU  (notwithstanding  his  master  was  still  living)  and  withally  he  took 
a  stable,  and  turned  it  into  a  house,  which  stood  the  next  door  to  the  little  gate 
of  St.  John's  of  Jenisalem,  next  Geikenwell  Qreen.  Some  time  after  lie  had 
settled  here,  he  became  acquainted  with  Dr.  Garenciers,  his  near  neighbour,  by 
which  means  he  became  an  excellent  chymist,  and  perhi^Mi,  he  perfonned  suok 
things  in  that  profession,  as  had  never  been  done  before,  with  little  cost  and 
charge,  by  the  help  of  a  moving  elaboratory,  that  was  oontrived  and  bcdlt  by 
himself,  which  was  much  admired  by  all  of  that  faculty  that  Jiappened  to  aae 
it ;  insomuch  that  a  certain  gentleman  in  Wales  was  so  much  taken  with  it  tiiat 
he  was  at  the  expense  of  carrying  him  down  into  that  country,  on  poipote  to 
build  him  such  another,  which  Tom  performed  to  the  gentleman's  wery  grsat 
satisfaction,  and  for  the  same  he  received  of  him  a  very  handsome  and  generoiu 
gratuity.  Besides  his  great  skill  in  chymistry,  he  was  as  famous  for  his  know* 
ledge  in  the  Theory  of  Munc ;  in  the  practical  part  of  which  Faoolty  he  was 
likewise  very  considerable.  He  was  so  much  addicted  to  it  that  he  pricked  with 
his  own  hand  (very  neatly  and  accurately),  and  left  behind  him,  a  valuable  eol- 
leotion  of  music,  mostly  pricked  by  himself,  which  was  sold  up<m  his  death  for 
near  a  hundred  pounds.  Not  to  mention  the  excellent  ooUection  of 
BOOKS,  that  he  also  left  behind  him,  both  of  chemistry  and  music, 
these  books  that  he  left  behind  him,  he  had,  some  years  before  his  death,  aoid  by 
auction  a  n<Me  collection  of  books,  most  of  them  in  the  JRosaeruei€m  Faeulb/  (of 
which  he  was  a  great  admirer) :  whereof  there  is  a  printed  catalogue  extant  (as 
there  is  of  those  that  were  sold  after  his  death),  which  I  haye  often  looked  over 
with  no  small  surprize  and  wonder,  and  particularly  for  the  great  number  of 
MSB.  in  the  before  mentioned  faculties  that  are  specified  in  it.  He  had,  more- 
over, a  considerable  collection  of  musical  instruments,  which  were  sold  for  four- 
score pounds  upon  his  death,  which  happened  in  September  1714,  being  upwards 
of  threescore  years  of  age  ;  and  (he)  lyes  buried  in  the  church-yard  of  derken- 
well,  without  monument  or  inscription :  being  attended  to  his  grave,  in  a  very 
solemn  and  decent  manner,  by  a  great  concourse  of  people,  especially  of  such  as 
frequented  the  Musical  club,  that  was  kept  up  for  many  years  at  his  own  chazges 
(he  being  a  roan  of  a  very  generous  and  liberal  spirit)  at  his  own  little  oelL  He 
appears  by  the  print  of  him  (done  since  his  death)  to  have  been  a  man  of  an 
ingenuous  countenance  and  of  a  sprightly  temper.  It  also  represents  him  as  a 
comely  person,  as  indeed  he  was ;  and  withal,  there  is  a  modesty  expressed  in  it 
every  way  agreeable  to  him.  Under  it  are  those  versos,  which  may  serve  instead 
of  au  epitaph : 
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greater  part  of  them,  yet  let  our  admiration  be  "  be  screwed 
to  its  sticking  place/'  when  we  think  upon  the  wonderous 


Tbo'  mean  thy  rank,  yet  in  thy  hnmble  cell 
Did  gentle  peace  and  arts  nnparchas'd  dwell ; 
Well  pleas'd  Aik>Uo  thither  led  hia  train. 
And  mnaic  warbled  in  her  sweetest  strain. 
GylleDins,  so,  as  fables  tell,  and  Jove, 
Came  willing  guests  to  poor  Phulsmor's  grove. 
Let  useless  pomp  behold,  and  blosh  to  find 
80  low  a  station,  such  a  liberal  mind.  / 

• 

In  short,  he  was  an  extraordinary  and  very  valuable  man,  much  admired  by  the 
gentry;  even  those  of  the  best  quality,  and  by  all  others  of  the  more  inferior 
rank,  that  had  any  manner  of  regard  for  probi^,  sagacity,  diligence,  and  humi. 
lity.  I  say  humiUty,  because,  ^though  he  was  so  much  famed  for  his  knowledge, 
and  might,  therefore,  have  lived  very  reputably  without  his  trade,  yet  he  oon- 
tinned  it  to  his  death,  not  thinking  it  to  be  .at  all  beneath  him.  Mr.  Bagford 
and  he  used  frequently  to  converse  together,  and  when  they  met  they  teldmn 
parted  very  toon.  Their  conversation  was  very  often  aboat  OLD  M88.  and  the 
havock  made  of  them.  They  both  agreed  to  retrieve  what  fragments  of  anti- 
quity they  could,  and,  npon  that  occasion,  they  would  frequently  divert  them- 
selves in  talking  of  OLD  OHBONICLES,  which  botii  loved  to  read,  though,  among 
our  more  late  Chronicles  printed  in  ]^nglish,  Isaackson's  was  what  they  chiefly 
preferred  for  a  general  knovf ledge  of  things  ;  a  book  which  watf  much  esteemed 
also  by  those  two  eminent  Chronologers,  Bishop  Lloyd  and  Mr.  Dodwell.  By 
the  way,  I  cannot  but  observe  that  Isaackson's  Chronicle  is  really,  for  the  most 
part.  Bishop  Andrews's  ;  Isaockson  being  amanuensis  to  the  bishop."  Hemxngi 
Ckou'tvUar,  Ecclet.  Wigomien,,  vol.  ii.,  666-9,  Edit.  Heame.  See  also,  Rohert  qf 
Oloce8ler*8  Chronicle,  vol.  i.,  p.  LXXU.  We  will  close  our  account  of  this  perfectly 
unique  bibliomaniac  by  subjoining  the  title  of  the  Catalogue  qf  hit  Books ;  for 
which  I  am  indebted  to  the  ever-active  and  friendly  assistance  of  Mr.  Heber.  The 
volume  is  so  rare  that  the  late  Mr.  Reed  told  Mr.  H.  he  had  never  seen  another 
copy :  but  another  has  recently  been  sold,  and  is  now  in  the  curioiis  collection 
of  Mr.  R.  Baker.  ''The  Library  of  Mr.  Thomas  Bbttton,  Small-coal  man, 
Deceas'd  :  who,  at  his  own  charge,  kept  up  a  Concert  of  Musick  above  iO  years, 
in  bis  little  Cottage.  Being  a  curious  Collection  of  every  Ancient  and  Uncommon 
book  in  Divinity,  History,  Physick,  Chemistry,  Magick,  ftc.  Also  a  Collection 
of  MSS.  chiefly  on  vellum.  Which  will  he  sold  hy  auction  at  PauVs  Cqffee  House, 
(t'c,  Otc  2ith  day  of  January,  1714-15,  at  Five  in  the  Evening,  By  Thomas 
Ballard,  Esq.,  dvo.,  p.  80.  Containing  102  articles  in  folio~274  in  4to.— 664  in 
octavo— 50  pamphlets — and  23  MSS."  A  few  of  the  works,  in  octavo,  were 
sufficiently  amatory.  The  third  and  last  character  above  mentioned,  as  making 
this  illustrious  bibUomaniacal  triumvirate  complete,  is  Thomas  Hearnb.  That 
Pope,  in  the  verses  which  Lysander  has  quoted,  meant  this  distinguished  anti- 
quary seems  hardly  to,  be  questioned ;  and  one  wonders  at  the  Jesuitical  note 
of  Warburton,  in  striving  to  blow  the  fumes  of  the  poet's  satire  into  a  different 
direction.  They  must  settle  upon  poor  Heame's  head :  for  Wanlet's  antiqua- 
rian talents  were  equally  beyond  the  touch  of  satire  and  the  criticism  of  the 
satirist.      Warton  has,  accordingly, .  admitted  that  HxABNB  was  represented 
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genius  of  the  aforesaid   Thomas  Britton ;  who,  in  the 
midst  of  his  coal  cellars,  could  practi3e    upon  ''  fiddle 


under  the  character  of  WoBMius ;  and  he  defends  the  ohanuster  of  Heume  ray 
justly  against  the  censures  of  Pope.    His  eulogy  will  be  preseotly  submifetad  to 
the  reader.    Gibbon,  in  his  Potthumout  Workt,  voL  ii.,  711,  has  aimed  a  deadly 
blow  at  the  literary  reputation  of  Heame ;  and  an  admirer  of  this  critie  and 
historian,  as  well  as  an  excellent  judge  of  antiquarian  pursuits,  baa  foUowed  up 
Gibbon's  mode   of  attack  in  a  yet  more  merciless  manner.     He  calls  Idm 
"Thomas  Heame,  of  black-letter  memory,  earhone  notandut^ — "a  weaker  nv 
(says  he)  never  existed,  as  his  prefaces,  so  called,  lamentably  show."    He  eoa- 
tinues  in  this  hard-hearted  strain :  but  I  have  too  much  humanity  to  mika 
further  extracts.    He  admits,  however,  the  utility  of  most  of  HeameTa  pobUea- 
tions— "of  which  he  was  forced  to  publish  a  few  cc^nes,  at  an 
subscription."    The  rema^  of  this  (anonymous)  writer,  upon  the  neg^Mi  of 
oultivation  of  Enolish  Histobt,  and  upon  the  want  of  valuable  editiooa  of 
OLD  HiBTOBiANS,  are  but  too  just,  and  cannot  be  too  attentively  penned. 
OaUUmaiCi  Magazine,  voL  68,   pt    1,    196-8    (A.    D.    1788).      Thus   fiv 
deterioration  of  poor  Heame's  literary  fame.    Let  us  now  listen  to 
more  courteous  strain  of  observation.    Prefixed  to  Tanner's  BiJbUaUyBea 
nioo-Hibamiea,  there  is  a  preface,  of  which  Dr.  Wilkins  is  the  reputed 
The  whole  of  Heame's  publications  are  herein  somewhat  minat^  oril 
and  their  merits  and  demerits  slightly  discussed.    It  is  difficult  to  ooBaofc 
critic's  summary  opinion  upon  Heame's  editorial  labours  ;  but  ho  condiidaa 
**  Quia  autem  leporis  est  mortms  insultare  leonibus,  dneres  oaleberiiiiii  liiqc=3 
et  olim  mihi  amioissimi  viri  turbare,  neutiquam  in  animum  induoera  paasam^  ' 
p.  xlviL    Bir.  Gough,  in  his  Briixth  Topography,  vol.  iL,  p.  679,  oalls  Heame  mxj 
"acute  observer ;"  but^  unluckily,  the  subject  to  which: the  reader^s  attentioii  Sr 
here  directed  discovers  our  antiquary  to  have  been  in  error.    J.  Waitoi^  in  tlv 
passage  before  alluded  to,  observes  :  "  In  consideration  of  the  many  vety  aoomato 
and  veiy  elegant  editions  which  Heame  published  of  our  valuable  old  ehromda^ 
which  shed  such  a  light  'on  English  history,  faie  (Heame)  ought  not  to  have  be«i 
so  severely  lashed  as  in  these  bitter  lines,"  (quoted  in  the  text,  p.  8S7,  ante) 
Pope*t   Works,  edit.  Bowles :   vol.  v.,  232.     Let  the  reader  consult  also  Dr. 
Pegge's  AfumymianM,  in  the  passages  referred  to,  in  the  truly  valuable  index 
attached  to  it,  concerning  Heame.    Thus  much,  I  submit,  may  be  fairly  said  of 
our  antiquary's  labours.    That  the  greater  part  of  them  are  truly  uaefnl,  and 
absolutely  necessary  for  a  philological  library,  must  on  all  sides  be  admitted.    I 
will  mention  only  the  Chronicles  qf  Langtoft  and  Robert  qf  Oloueater  ;  Adam  de 
Domerham,  de  rebus  Olastoniensibus ;  Gullelmus  Nenhigensisi  FoTdsaU  SooUeknh 
nicon, ;  and  all  his  volumes  appertaining  to  Jlegal  Biography :— theae  arei,  sordy, 
publications  of  no  mean  importance.    Heame's  prefaces  and  appendioes  are 
gossiping  enough;  sometimes,  however,  they  repay  the  labour  of  perusal  by 
curious  and  unlooked-for  intelligecoe.    Yet  it  must  be  allowed  that  no  Utenuy 
cook  ever  enriched  his  dishes  with  such  little  piquant  sauce,  as  did  Heane :  I 
speak  only  of  their  intrimic  value,  for  they  had  a  very  reqpectable  eztoricr — 
what  Winstanley  says  of  Ogilvey's.  publicatioas  being,  applicable  enough  to 
Heame's; — they  were  printed  on   "special  good  paper,   and  in  a  very  go6d 
letter."    Wo  will  now  say  a  few  words  relative  to  Heame's  habits  of  study  and 
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and  flute/'  or  collate  his  carious  volumes ;  and  throw- 
ing away,  with  the  agility  of  a  harlequin,  his  sombre 
suit  of  business-cloths,  could  put  on  his  velvet  coat 
and  bag-wig,  and  receive  his  concert  visitors,  at  the 
stair-head,  with  the  politeness  of  a  Lord  of  the  Bed- 
chamber ! 


livinj^takeD  from  his  own  testimony.  In  the  preface  prefixed  to  Bopei'z  lAft 
qf  Sir  Thonuu  More,  p.  ziz.  (edit.  1716),  he  describes  himself  **  as  leading  the 
life  of  an  asoetio.'*  In  the  preftioe  to  the  Annals  qf  Dunstable  Priory,  his 
bibliographical  diligence  is  evinced  by  his  saying  he  had  "turned  over  every 
volume  in  the  Bodleian  Library."  In  one  of  his  prefaces  (to  which  I  am  not 
able  just  now  to  refer)  he  declares  that  he  was  bom— like  our  British  tars — 
"  for  action  :"  and  indeed  hiB  activity  was  sufficiently  demonstrated ;  for  some- 
times  he  would  set  about  transcribing  for  the  press  papers  which  had  just  been 
put  into  his  hands.  Thus,  in  the  AntiquiHes  qf  OlasUmbury,  p.  S26,  he  writes, 
'*  the  two  following  old  evidences  were  lent  me  to-day  by  my  friend  the  Hon. 
Benedict  Leonard  Calvert,  Esq."  His  excessive  regard  to  fidelity  of  transcription 
is,  among  many  other  evidences  that  may  be  brought  forward,  attested  in  the 
following  passage :  "  Have  taken  particular  care  (saith  Mr.  Harcourt,  in  his 
letter  to  me  from  Aul^envyke,  Sep.  25, 1784)  in  the  copying ;  well  knowing  your 
exactness."  Benedict  Abbas,  vol  ii,  870.  But  this  servility  of  transcription 
was  frequently  the  cause  of  multiplying,  by  propagating,  errors.  If  Heame  had 
seen  the  word  "faith"  thus  disjointed— "fay  the"— he  would  have  adhered  to 
this  error,  for  "fajrthe."  As  indeed  he  has  committed  a  similar  one,  in  the 
Battle  qf  Agincourt,  in  the  appendix  to  Thomas  de  Wlmham  :  for  l^e  writes 
"breth  reneverichone'*— instead  of  "brethren  everichone"— as  Bir.  Evans  has 
properly  printed  it,  in  his  recent  edition  of  his  father's  CollecHon  of  Old  Ballads, 
vol.  ii,  884.  But  this  may  be  thought  trifiing.  It  is  certainly  not  here  meant 
to  justify  capriciousness  of  oc^yiog ;  but  surely  an  obvious  ooiToption  of  reading 
may  be  restored  to  its  genuine  state :  unless,  ^deed,  we  are  resolved  to  consider 
antiquity  and  perfection  as  synonymous  terms.  But  there  are  some  traits  in 
Heame's  character  which  must  make  us  forgive  and  forget  this  blind  adherence 
to  the  jerrors  of  antiquity.  He  was  so  warm  a  lover  of  every  thing  in  the  shape 
of  a  BOOK  that,  in  the  preface  to  A  lured  qf  Beverley,  pp.  v.  vi'.,  he  says  that  he 
jumped  almost  out  of  his  sldn  for  joy,  on  reading  a  certain  M8.  which  Thomas 
Rawlinson  sent  to  him  ("vix  credi  potest  qua  voluptate,  qua  animi  alaoritate, 
perlegerim,"  &c.).  Sindlar feelings  possessed  him  on  a  like  occasion:  "When 
the  pious  author  (of  the  Antiquities  qf  QUutonbwry)  first  put  it  (the  MS.)  into  my 
hands,  I  read  it  over  with  as  much  delight  as  I  have  done  anything  whatsoever 
upon  the  subject  of  antiquity,  and  I  was  earnest  with  him  to  print  it,"  p.  Ixxviii. 
Heame's  horror  of  book-devastations  is  expressed  upon  a  variety  of  occasions : 
and  what  will  reconcile  him  to  a  great  portion  of  modem  readers— and  especially 
of  those  who  condescend  to  read  this  account  of  him— hiB  attachment  to  the 
blaci-lelter  was  marvelously  enthusiastic  I  Witness  his  pathetic  appeal  to  .the 
English  nation,  in  the  26th  section  of  his  preface  to  Robert  qf  Oloucester's 
Chronicle,  where  he  almost  predicts  the  extinction  of  • "  right  good"  literature. 
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LoREN.  In- troth,  a  marvellons  hero  was  ti\is  SmaU- 
Coal  Man!  Have  you  many  such  characters  to  notice  t 

Lysand.  !Not  many  of  exactly  the  same  stamp. 
Indeed,  I  suspect  that  Heame,  from  his  love  of  magni- 
fying    the     simple     into    the    marvellous,    has    a    little 

on  the  dinppMiuace  of  the  blacl-tetitr  /  And  hate  let  ub  draw  towanli  tb* 
oloae  of  tfaeaa  HbjlBNBUIa,  b;  coDtamphiUng  a  wood-cat  portnit  of  thii  illn*- 
trioiu  ffiblloiouiiac  j  ooDoenuDg  nbose  lire  and  woriu  the  reuler  ahonld  pttnM 
the  wall-known  Tolumai  publiahod  at  Oxford  Id  1771^  8to.  :  oontaioiiiK  tba 
Uognfthical  msmoin  of  Lelaod,  Bale,  Heanw,  and  Wood. 


Deul.  zxiii :  7.  Remmlrr  the  Aai/t  ijfold. 
The  librar;  of  Heame  wac  sold  ia  Folinmry,  173S,  l>y  Oibome  the  book- 
Heller;  "  the  lowest  price  being  marked  ia  SAch  book."  The  titla-page  infonna 
ua  of  wbiit  all  bibKomuiiaca  irill  be  disposed  to  admit  the  truth,  that  tJie  ooUao- 
Uaa  oonteined  "  a  Teij  great  lariet;  of  UDcommoa  book*,  and  acarce  aver  to  ba 
met  withal,"  &c.  There  is,  at  bottom,  a  email  wretched  portrait  of  Haame, 
with  thie  well  known  couplet  eubjoined  : 


Let  the  modern  collector  of  rhrooicleR  turn  his  eye  towards  the  IStfa  page 
of  thin  oalalogue-  nos.  3S4,  390-  and  «eo  what  "  complent  nnd  very  fail"  oopioa 
of  tliesw  treasures  were  incoqinraled  in  llciinie'"  citenHire  libmry  ! 
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caricatured  the  picture.  But  Murray  seems  to  have 
been  a  quiet  unsdTected  character;  passionately  addicted 
to  old  books  of  whatever  kind  they  chanced  to  be ;  and, 
in  particular,  most  enthusiastically  devoted  to  a  certain 
old  English  Chronicle,  entitled  RastdTs  Pastime  of 
(the)  People. 

Phil.  I  observed  a  notification  ot  the  re-appearance 
of  this  Chronicle  in  some  of  the  Magazines  or  Reviews : 
but  I  hope,  for  the  benefit  of  general  readers,  the 
orthography  will  be  modernized. 

LoREN.  I  hope,  for  the  sake  of  consistency  with 
former  similar  publications,*  the  ancient  garb  will  not 
be  thrown  aside.  It  would  be  like — what  Dr.  Johnson 
accuses* Pope  of  having  committed — ^'clothing  Homer 
with  Ovidian  graces." 

Lysand.  Much  may  be  said  on  both  sides  of 
the  question.  But  why  are  we  about  to  make 
learned  dissertations  upon  the  old  English  Chro- 
nicles? 

Lis.  Proceed,  and  leave  the  old  chroniclers  to  settle 
the  matter  themselves.  Who  is  the  next  bibliomaniac 
deserving  of  particular  commendation  ? 

Lysand.  As  we  have  sometimes  classed  our  biblio- 
maniacs in  tribes,  let  me  now  make  you  acquainted 
with  another  Trio,  of  like  renown  in  the  book-way : 
I  mean  Anstis,  Lewis,  and  Ames.  Of  these  in  their 
turn. 

Anstis t    stands   deservedly  the  first  in  the  list;  for 

*  The  Ancient  Chonicles  of  the  history  of  our  country  are  in  a  progreesiTe 
state  of  being  creditably  reprinted,  with  a  strict  adherence  to  the  old  phraseology. 
Of  these  Chronicles,  the  following  have  already  made  their  appearance :  HoLiN- 
SHED,  1807,  4to.,  6  vols. ;  Hall,  1809, 4to. ;  Qrafton,  1809, 4to.,  2  vols. ;  Fabian, 
1811,  4to.  This  latter  is  not  a  mere  reprint  of  the  first  edition  of  Fabian,  but 
has,  at  the  bottom,  the  various  readings  of  the  subsequent  impressions.  The 
index  is  copious  and  valuable.  Indeed,  all  these  re-impressions  have  good 
indexes.  The  public  will  hear,  with  pleasure,  that  Arnold,  Harding,  and 
Lord  Bernebs'  translation  of  FROisaARD,  and  Rastell,  are  about  to  bring  up 
the  rear  of  these  popular  Chroniclers. 

f  The  reader  will  be  pleased  to  consult  the  account  of  Earl  Pembroke,  p.  325, 
ante,  where  he  will  find  a  few  traits  of  the  bibliomaniaoal  character  of  Anstib. 
He  is  here  informed,  from  the  same  authority,  that  whon  Anstis  "  acquainted 
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he  was,  in  every  respect,  a  man  of  thorough  benevolent 
character,  as  well  as  a  writer  of  taste  and  research.  I 
do  not  know  of  any  particulars  connected  with  his 
library  that  merit  a  distinct  recital ;  but  he  is  intro- 
duced here  from  his  connection  with  the  two  latter 
oibliographers.      Lewis*  is   known   to    us,    both    as   a 


Bachpobd  that  he  would  find  in  Rymor  a  oommiasion  granted  to  Cazton,  appoint- 
ing him  ambasBador  to  the  Duohess  of  Burgundy,  he  (Bagford)  was  transported 
with  joy."  Of  Heabne  he  thus  speaks :  "  I  am  ashamed  that  Mr.  Heame  hath 
made  so  many  mistakes  about  the  translation  of  Boetius,  printed  at  Taoisloei; 
which  book  I  had,  and  gave  it  to  the  Duke  of  Bedford.**  But  in  another  letter 
(to  Lewis)  Anstis  says,  "  I  lent  this  book  to  one  Mr.  Ryder,  who  used  me 
Bcarnly,  by  presenting  it,  without  my  knowledge,  to  the  Duke  of  Bedford." 
There  are  some  curious  particulars  in  this  letter  about  the  abbey  of  Tavistock. 
Anstis's  Order  of  (Ae  Oarter  is  a  valuable  book ;  and  will  one  day,  I  prognos- 
ticate, retrieve  tiie  indifferent  credit  it  now  receives  in  the  book-market.  The 
author  loved  rare  and  curious  volumes  dearly ;  and  was,  moreover,  both  liberal 
and  prompt  in  his  communications.  The  reader  will  draw  his  own  oondusions 
on  Anstis's  comparative  merit  with  Lewis  and  Ames,  when  he  reaches  the  end  of 
the  second  note  after  the  present  one. 

*  Concerning  the  Rev.  John  Lewis,  'I  am  enabled  to  lay  before  the  reader 
some  particulars  now  published  for  the  first  time,  and  of  a  nature  by  no  means 
uninteresting  to  the  lovers  of  literary  anecdote.    His  printed  worics,  and  his 
bibUographioal  character,  together  with  his  conduct  towards  Ames,  have  been 
already  sufficiently  described  to  the  public :  Typographical  AfUiquUiuy  voL  L,  SO-3. 
And  first,  the  aforesaid  reader  and  lovers  may  peruse  the  following  extract  from 
an  original  letter  by  Lewis  to  Ames :  "  I  have  no  other  design,  in  being  so  free  with 
you,  than  to  serve  you,  by  doing  all  I  can  to  promote  your  credit  and  reputatioo. 
I  take  it,  that  good  sense  and  judgment,  attended  with  care  and  accuracy  in 
making  and  sorting  a  collection,  suits  every  one's  palate  :  and  that  they  must  have 
none  at  all  who  are  delighted  with  trifles  and  play  things  fit  only  for  fools  and 
children  :  such,  for  the  most  part,  as  Thomas  Hbarnr  dished  out  for  his  chaps, 
among  whom  I  was  so  silly  as  to  rank  myself."    Again,  to  the  same  person,  he 
thus  makes  mention  of  Lord  Oxford  and  Heame  :  '*  I  can  truly  say  I  never 
took  ill  any  thing  which  you  have  written  to  me  :  but  heartily  wi^  you  well  to 
succeed  in  the  execution  of  your  projects.    I  han't  sense  to  see,  by  the  death  of 
Lord  Oxford,  how  much  more  you  are  likely  to  make  your  acoonnt  better.    But 
time  will  shew.    I  don't  understand  what  you  mean  by  his  having  a  love  to 
surprise  people  with  his  vast  communications.    Dr.  B(awlinsonj  qu.  ?)  tells  me 
he  knew  nobody  who  had  so  free  a  use  of  his  Lordship's  rarities  as  T.  Heame,  a 
sure  proof  of  the  exactness  and  solidity  of  his  liordship's  judgment.    But  Heame 
answered,  perhaps,  his  Lordship's  design  of  making  the  world  have  a  very  great 
opinion  of  Ms  collections,  and  setting  an  inestimable  value  on  them.    And  this 
Heame  attempted ;  but  his  daubing  is,  I  think,  too  coarse,  and  the  smoke  of  his 
incense  troublesome  and  suffocating."    But  it  is  to  the  loan  of  a  copy  of  Lewis's 
folio  edition  of  the  History  of  the  Traiitlations  of  the  Bible,  belonging  to  my 
friend  Mr.  Q.  V.  Neunburg,  that  I  am  indebted  for  the  following  further,  and 
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topographer  and  bibliographical  antiqaary.  His  Ufe 
of  Caxton  has  been  reprinted  with  additions  and 
corrections;  and,  in  particolar,  his  edition  of  Wicliffe's 
New  Testament  has  been  recently  put  forth  by  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Baber,  in  a  handsome  quarto  volume,  with  valuable 


more  intorostiog,  particulars.    This  valuable  copy,  illostrated  with  some  rare 
prints,  and  charged  with  numerous  MS.  memoranda,  contains  some  original 
letters  to  Lewis  by  the  famous  Dr.  White  Kennet,  Bishop  of  Peterborough : 
from  which  these  extracts  are  taken.    '*  Jan.  28, 1720-1.    Dear  Sir  ;  I  thank  you 
for  your  kind  acceptance  of  the  advice  to  my  clergy :  well  meant,  I  pray  God 
well  applied.    I  have  wisht  long  to  see  your  Life  of  Wieltf,  and  shall  now  impa- 
tiently expect  it    I  am  not  surprised  tiiat  a  man  of  dignity,  near  you,  should  be 
jealous  of  publishing  an  impartial  account  of  that  good  old  evangelical  author, 
kc    I  have  a  mighty  veneration  for  Wicliff,  and  am  the  more  angry  with  Mr. 
Russell  for  deceiving  the  world  in  his  promise  of  the  Bible,  after  proposals  given 
and  money  taken.    But  he  has  in  other  respects  behaved  so  very  basely  that, 
forgiving  him,  I  have  done  with  him  for  ever.    I  would  not  have  you  disooumged, 
by  an  ungrateful  world,  or  by  a  sharp  bookseller.    Gro  on,  and  serve  truth  and 
peace  what  you  can,  and  God  prosper  your  labours."    Signed  "  Wh.  Peterbor." 
"  Feb.  20,  1720-1.    You  perceive  your  own  unhappinees  in  not  being  able  to 
attend  the  press.    I  cannot  but  importune  you  to  revise  the  whole,  to  throw  the 
additions  and  corrections  into  their  proper  places,  to  desire  all  your  friends  and 
correspondents  to  suggest  any  amendments,  or  any  new  matter ;  in  order  to 
publish  a  new  correct  edition  that  will  be  a  classic  in  our  history,  &c.^  If  the 
booksellers  object  against  a  second  edition  till  the  full  disposal  of  the  first,  I  hope 
we  may  buy  them  o£F  with  subscription  for  a  new  impression ;  wherein  my  name 
should  stand  for  six  copies,  and  better  example  I  hope  would  be  given  by  more 
able  friends.    I  pray  God  bless  your  labours  and  reward  them."    Several  letters 
follow,  in  which  this  amiable  prelate  and  learned  antiquary  sends  Lewis  a  good 
deal  of  valuable  information  for  his  proposed  second  edition  of  the  Life  of 
Wicliffe ;  but  which  was  never  put  to  press.    One  more  extract  only  from  the 
Bishop  of  Peterborough,  and  we  bid  farewell  to  the  Rev.  John  Lewis :  a  very 
respectable  bibliomaniac    "  Rev.  Sir ;  In  respect  to  you  and  your  good  services 
to  the  church  and  our  holy  religion,  I  think  fit  to  acquaint  you  that,  in  the 
Weekly  Journal,  published  this  day,  Oct.  28  (1721),  by  Mr,  Mitl,  there  is  a 
scandalous  advertisement  subscribed  M.  Earbury,  beginning  thus :    '  Whereas  a 
pretended  Vindication  of  John  Wickliffe  has  been  published  under  the  name  of 
one  LewU  of  Margate,  by  the  incitement,  as  the  pre&ce  asserts,  of  the  Archbishop 
of  Canterbury,  and  in  the  same  I  am  injuriously  reflected  upon  as  a  scurrilous 
writer,  this  is  to  inform  the  public  that  I  shall  reserve  the  author  for  a  more 
serious  whipping  in  my  leisure  hours,  and  in  the  meantime  give  him  a  short 
correction  for  his  benefit,  if  he  has  grace  and  sense  to  take  it'— and  ending  thus 
— '  Why  does  this  author  persuade  the  world  the  late  Archbishop  of  Canterbury 
could  have  any  veneration  for  the  memory  of  one  who  asserts  God  ought  to  obey 
the  devil ;  or  that  he  could  be  desirous  to  open  the  impure  fountains  from 
whence  the  filth  of  Bangorianism  has  been  conveyed  to  us  ?  M.  Eabbubt."    I 
confea  (proceeds  the  bishop)  I  don't  know  that,  in  the  worst  of  causes,  there  has 
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emendations.  Lewis  was  a  sharp  censurer  of  Heame, 
and  was  somewhat  jealous  of  the  typographical  re- 
putation of  Ames.  But  his  integrity  and  moral  charac- 
ter,  as  well  as  his  love  of  rare  and  curious  books,  has 
secured  for  him  a  durable  reputation.  Of  Ambs,  and 
here — ^though  a  little  out  of  order — I  may  add  Hbrbbrt 
— the  public  has  already  heard  probably  ''more  than 
enough."  They  were  both,  undoubtedly,  men  of  extra- 
ordinary mental  vigour  and  bodily  activity  in  the  dar- 
ling pursuit  which  they  cultivated.*  Indeed,  Herbert 
deserves  high  commendation ;  for  while  he  was  rearing, 
with  his  own  hands,  a  lofty  pyramid  of  typographical 
fame,  he  seems  to  have  been  unconscious  of  his  merits; 
and,  possessing  the  most  natural  and  diffident  character 
imaginable,  he  was  always  conjuring  up  supposed  cases 
of  vanity  and  arrogance,  which  had  no  foundation  what- 
ever but  in  the  reveries  of  a  timid  imagination.  His 
Typographical  Antiquities  are  a  mass  of  useful,  but 
occasionally  uninteresting,  information.  They  are  as  a 
vast  plain,  wherein  the  traveller  sees  nothing,  inunedi- 
ately,  which  is  beautiftd  or  inviting ;  few  roses,  or  cow- 
slips, or  daisies  ;  but  let  him  persevere,  and  walk  only  a 
little  way  onward,  and  he  will  find,  in  many  a  sheltered 
recess,  ''flowers  of  all  hue,"  and  herbs  of  all  qualities: 
so  that  fragrance  and  salubrity  are  not  wanting  in  this 
said  plain,  which  has  been  thus  depicted  in  a  style  so 
marvellously  metaphorical ! 

By  mentioning  Herbert  in  the  present  place,  I  have  a 
litUe  inverted  the  order   of  my  narrative.    A  crowd   of 


appeared  a  more  ignorant,  insolent,  and  abandoned  writer  than  this  Matlh. 
bury.  Whether  you  are  to  answer,  or  not  to  answer,  the  F.  aocording  to  \iSm 
folly,  I  must  leave  to  your  discretion.  Yet  I  cannot  but  wish  you  would  roTMe 
the  life  of  Wickliffe ;  and,  in  the  preface,  justly  complain  of  the  spiteftil  injn- 
ries  done  to  his  memory,  and,  through  his  sides,  to  our  Reformation.  I  hare 
somewhat  to  say  to  you  on  that  head,  if  you  think  to  resume  it.  I  am,  in  the 
mean  time,  your  affectionate  friend  and  brother,  Wh.  Peterbor." 


*  It  is  unnecessary  for  mo  to  odd  any  thing  here  to  the  copious  details 
log  these  eminent  bibliomaniacs,  Ames  and  Uebbert,  which  have  already  been 
presented  to  the  public  in  the  first  volume  of  the  new  edition  of  the  Typogra- 
phical Antiquities  of  our  own  country.  See  also  p.  QQ,  ante  ;  and  the  note 
respecting  tbe  late  Geobqs  Steevens,  post. 
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distmg^nished  bibliomaniacs,  in  fancy's  eye,  is  thronging 

around  me,  and  demanding  a  satisfactory  memorial  of 

their  deeds. 

LoRBN.    Be  not  dismayed,  Lysander.     If  any  one,  in 

particular,  looks  **  frowningly  "   upon   you,  leave  him  to 
me,  and  he  shall  have  ample  satisfaction. 

Lysand.  I  wish,  indeed,  you  would  rid  me  of  a  few 
of  these  book-madmen.  For,  look  yonder,  what  a  com- 
manding attitude  Thomas  Barer*  assumes  ! 


*  Thomas  Bakir  was  a  learned  antiquary  in  most  things  respecting  Typogra' 
jpkg  and  Bibliography ;  and  seems  to  have  had  considerable  influence  with  that 
dktingiiished  corps,  composed  of  Heame,  Bagford,  Middleton,  Anstis,  and  Amos, 
lEe.  Hit  life  has  been  written  by  the  Rev.  Robert  Masters,  Camb.,  1784,  8vo. ; 
and  fhnn  the  "  Catalogue  of  forty-two  folio  volumes  of  MS.  collections  by  Mr. 
Baker^'— gifen  to  the  library  of  St  John's  College,  Cambridge— which  the  bio- 
grapher has  printed  at  the  end  of  the  volume — ^there  is  surely  sufficient  evidence 
to  warrant  us  in  concluding  that  the  above-mentioned  Thomas  Baker  was  no 
ordiiiary  bibliomaniac  To  Heame  in  particular  (and  indeed  to  almost  every 
raspectable  author  who  applied  to  him)  he  was  kind  and  communicative  ;  hence 
ha  ii  frequently  named  by  the  former  in  terms  of  the  most  respectful  admiration  : 
thoi — "  Vir  amleissimus,  eduoatus  optime,  emendatus  vitft,  doctrinA  dams,  mori- 
Inis  singiilaris  et  peijnoundus,  exemplum  antiquitatis,  cvgus  judioio  plurimum  esne 
tritmendum  meoum  fatebuntur  litterati :"  Vita  Mori,  p.  xvin.  In  his  preface 
to  Uie  AniuiHitiet  qf  OkuUmhury,  p.  cxxx.,  Heame  calls  him  "  that  great  man ;  " 
■nd  again,  in  his  Walter  Hemingfordt  voL  i.,  p.  xviL — "amicus  eruditissimus, 
mihi  aomme  cotendus ;  is  nempe,  qui  h  scriniis  suis  MSS.  tam  multa  moam  in 
gntiam  depnmipeit."  Indeed,  Heame  had  gfood  occasion  to  speak  well  of  the 
tiiiamiea  of  Baker's  "  tcrinia  ;"  as  the  Appendix  to  his  Xhomoi  de  Eltnham 
■lone  testifies.  Of  Baker's  abilities  and  private  worth,  we  have  the  testimonies 
of  Middleton  (Ort^a  qf  PritUijig,  p.  5)  and  Warbiirton.  The  latter  thus  men- 
tions him :  "  Good  old  Mr.  Baker,  of  St  John's  College,  has  indeed,  been  very 
obliging.  The  people  of  St.  John's  almofft  adore  the  man."  Matter^ »  Life  of 
Baker,  p.  94.  This  authority  also  informs  us  that  "  Mr.  Baker  had,  for  many 
years  before  his  death,  been  almost  a  recluse,  and  seldom  went  farther  than  the 
ooDege  walks,  unless  to  a  coffee-house  in  an  evening,  after  chapel,  where  he  com- 
monly spent  an  hour  with  great  chearfulness,  conversing  with  a  select  number  of 
his  friends  and  acquaintance  upon  literary  subjects,"  p.  108.  Every  thing  the 
most  amiable,  and,  I  had  almost  said,  enviable,  is  here  said  of  the  virtues  of  his 
bead  and  heart ;  and  that  this  venerable  bibliomaniac  should  have  reached  his 
80th  year  is  at  least  a  demonstration  that  tarrying  amongst  folios  and  octavos, 
from  mom  till  night  (which  Baker  used  to  do,  in  St.  John's  Library,  for  nearly 
20  years  together),  does  not  unstring  the  nerves,  or  dry  up  the  juices,  of  the 
haman  frame.  Yet  a  little  further  extension  of  this  note,  gentle  reader,  and 
then  we  bid  adieu  to  Thomas  Baker,  of  over  respectable  book-memor>\  Among 
the  MSS.,  onoe  the  property  of  Herbert,  which  I  purchased  at  the  late  sale  of 
Mr.  Cough's  MSS.,  I  obtained  a  volume  full  of  extracttt  from  uriginal  letters  be- 
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Lor  EN.    Never  fear.     He  is  an  old  acqaaintanoe   of 
mine ;  for,  when  resident  at  St.  John's,  Cambridge,  I  iv^as 


iween  Baker  and  Ames  ;  containing  also  the  Will  of  the  former,  which  is  not  in- 
serted in  Master's  Life  of  him,  nor  in  the  Biographia  BriioMniea.  Hie  or|giiial 
documents  are  in  his  Migesty's  library,  and  were  bought  at  the  sale  of  Mr.  ^itetTs 
books,  A.  D.  1786  ;  no.  875.  From  this  will,  as  Herbert  has  copied  it,  the 
is  presented  with  the  following  strong  proofe  of  the  bibliomaniacal  "  ruling 
sion,  strong  in  death,"  of  our  illustrious  antiquary.  But  let  us  not  omit  the 
maidy  tone  of  piety  with  which  this  Will  oommenoee.  **  In  the  name  of  Qod, 
Amen !  I,  Thomab  Baker,  ejected  Fellow  of  St.  John's  college,  Cambridge^  do 
make  my  last  will  and  testament,  as  follows :  First,  I  commend  my  soul  into  tliA 
hands  of  Almighty  God  (my  most  gracious  and  g^ood  Gk>d),  my  fadthful  Creator 
and  merciful  Redeemer,  and,  in  all  my  dangers  and  difficulties,  a  most  oonstaat 
protector.  Blessed  for  ever  be  his  holy  name."  "As  to  the  temporal  goods 
which  it  hath  pleased  the  same  good  God  to  bestow  upon  me  (such  as  tJl  moQ 
ought  to  be  content  with)  and  are,  I  bless  God,  neither  poyerty  nor  ridiefl — ^I 
dispose  of  them  in  the  following  manner."  Here  follow  a  few  of  his  book  be- 
quests, which  may  be  worth  the  attention  of  those  whoee  pursuits  lead  them  to 
a  particular  examination  of  these  authors.  "Whereas  I  have  made  a  deed  of 
gift  or  sale  for  one  guinea,  of  21  Tolumes  in  folio,  of  my  own  hand-writing,  to  the 
Right  Honourable  Edward  Earl  of  Oxford,  I  confirm  and  ratify  that  gift  by 
this  my  last  will  And  I  beg  his  lordship's  acceptance  of  'em,  being  sensible 
that  they  are  of  little  use  or  Talue,  with  two  other  volumes  in  fol.,  marict  Vol.  19, 
20,  since  convey'd  to  him  in  likB  manner.  To  my  dear  cosin,  George  Baker, 
of  Crook,  Esq.,  I  leave  the  Z/\fe  oj  Cardinal  WoUey,  noted  with  my  own  hand. 
Lord  Clar€ndon*9  Hiftory,  with  cuts  and  prints  /  and  Winwood^t  Memorialt,  in 
three  volumes,  fol.,  with  a  five  pound  (Jacobus)  pieoe  of  gold,  only  as  a  mark  <yf 
respect  and  affection,  since  he  does  not  want  it.  To  my  worthy  kinsman  and  Friend 
Mr.  George  Smith,  I  leave  Oodvin  de  PngsulUmt  Anglia,  and  Warrceut  dePfXEtti' 
libut  Hibernia,  both  noted  with  my  own  hand.  To  St.  John's  College  Librazy  I 
leave  all  such  books,printed  or  MSS.,as  I  have  and  are  wanting  there:  excepting  that 
I  leave  in  trust  to  my  worthy  friend,  Dr.  Middleton,  for  the  University  Library^ 
Archbishop  Walx*t  State  qfthe  Church,  noted 'and  improved  under  his  own  hand  ; 
Bp,  Burtuft  HitUrry  of  the  Jteformation,  in  three  volumes,  noted  in  my  hand ; 
and  Bp.  KennetCt  Regisltr  and  Chronicle  (for  the  memory  of  which  three  great 
prelates,  my  honoured  friends,  I  must  always  have  due  regard).  To  these  I  add 
Mr.  Ansty's,  my  worthy  friend.  History  qf  the  Oo/rter,  in  two  vols.,  fol.  TFoocTs 
Athenm  Oxon, ;  and  MaunselPs  Catalogue  ;  both  notedlwith  my  own  hand — and 
Ounton,*s  and  Patricias  History  of  The  Church  of  Peterlmrgh,  noted  (from  Bishop 
Kennett)  in  my  hand ;  with  fifteen  volumes  (more  or  less)  in  fol.,  all  in  my  own 
-md  ;  and  three  volumes  in  4to.,  part  in  my  own  hand."  Let  us  concltide  in  a 
more  exalted  strain  of  christian  piety  than  we  began.  "  Lastly,  I  constitute 
appoint  my  dear  nephew,  Richard  Burton,  Esq.,  my  sole  executor,  to  whom 
\  every  thing  undisposed  of,  which  I  hope  will  be  enough  to  reward  his 
J  ),  May  God  Almighty  bless  him,  and  give  him  all  the  engaging  qualities 
fubher,  all  the  vertues  of  his  mother,  and  none  of  the  sins  or  failings  of  his 
•is  fi  God  knows  are  great  and  many  :— and  humbly,  0  my  God,  1  call 
I,  w'n  testimony  of  this  my  will,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hiuid  and  seal, 
^^^|3rcy)f  October,  1739.  Tuo.  Baker. 
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frequently  in  the  habit  of  conversing  with  his  spirit  in 
the  library,  and  of  getting  curious  information  relating 
to  choice  and  "precious  volumes,  which  had  escaped  the 
sagacity  of  his  predecessors,  and  of  which  I  fear  his 
successors  have  not  made  the  most  proper  use. 

Phil.  This  is  drawing  too  severe  a  conclusion.  But 
Baker  merits  the  thanks  of  a  book-loving  posterity. 

Lysand.  He  is  satisfied  with  this  mention  of  his 
labours ;  for  see,  he  retreats — and  Theobald*  and  Tom 
Rawlinson  rush  forward  to  claim  a  more  marked  attri- 
tion :  although  I  am  not  much  disposed  to  draw  a  highly 
finished  picture  of  the  editor  of  Shakespeare. 

Lis.  Is  Thomas  RAWLiNSONf  so  particularly  deserving 
of  commendation,  as  a  bibliomaniac  ? 


And  now,  0  my  Gkxl,  into  thy  hands  I  contentedly  resign  myself  :  whether  it 
bo  to  life  or  death,  thy  will  be  done !  Long  life  I  have  not  desired  (and  yet  thou 
hast  given  it  me).  Give  me,  if  it  be  thy  g^ood  pleasure,  an  easy  and  happy  death. 
Or  if  it  shall  please  thee  to  visit  me  sorely,  as  my  sins  have  deserved,  give  me 
patience  to  bear  thy  correction,  and  let  me  always  say  (even  with  my  dying 
breath)  Thy  will  be  done.  Amen,  Amen."  Subjoined  was  this  curious  memoran- 
dum  :  "  At  the  making  of  this  will,  I  have,  in  the  comer  of  my  outer  study,  next 
my  chamber,  170  guineas ;  and  on  the  other  side  of  the  study  towards  the  river, 
100  guineas,  more  or  less,  in  several  canvass  bags,  behind  the  shelves,  being  more 
secret  and  hidden,  to  prevent  purloyning.  One  or  more  of  the  shelves  markt  0. 
among  the  latter  is  a  five  pound  (Jacobus)  piece  of  gold." 

*  Notwithstanding  Pope  has  called  Theobald  by  an  epithet  whicli  I  have  too 
much  respect  for  the  ears  of  my  readers  to  repeat,  I  do  not  scruple  to  rank  the 
latter  in  the  list  of  bibliomaniacs.  We  have  nothing  here  to  do  with  his  edition 
of  Shakspeare  ;  which,  by  the  bye,  was  no  despicable  effort  of  editorial  skill — as 
some  of  his  notes,  yet  preserved  in  the  recent  editions  of  our  bard,  testify — ^but  we 
may  fairly  allow  Theobald  to  have  been  a  lover  of  Caztonian  lore,  as  his  curious 
extract  in  Mitft  Journal,  March  16,  1728,  from  our  old  printer's  edition  of 
Viigil's  .fineid,  1490,  sufficiently  testifies.  While  his  gothic  library,  composed 
in  part  of  "  Cazton,  Wynkyn,  and  De  Lyra,'*  proves  that  he  had  something  of 
the  genuine  blood  of  bibliomaniaoism  running  in  his  veins.  See  Bir.  Bowles's 
edition  of  Pop^t  Works,  voL  v.,  114,  257. 

f  Let  us,  first  of  all,  hear  Heame  discourse  rapturously  of  the  bibliomaniacal 
reputation  of  T.  Rawlinson :  "  In  his  fuit  amicus  noster  nuperus  Thomas 
Rawlinsonub  ;  cujos  peritiam  in  supellectile  libraria,  animique  magnitudinem, 
nemo  fere  hominum  eruditorum  unquam  attigit,  quod  tamen  viz  agnoscet  seen- 
lum  ingratum.  Quanquam  non  desunt,  qui  putent,  ipsius  memoriie  statuam 
deberi,  idque  etiam  ad  sumptus  Bibliopolarum,  quorum  faoultates  mire  auzerat ; 
quorum  tamen  aliqui  (utcunque  de  iUis  optime  moritus  fuisset)  quum  librorum 


344  THE  DRAWING  ROOM. 

Lysand.  If  the  most  unabating  activity  and  an  insati^ 
able  appetite — if  an  eye,  in  regard  to  books,  keen  and 
sparkling  as  the  ocean-bathed  star — ^if  a  purse,  heavily 
laden  and  inexhaustible — if  store-rooms  rivalled  only  by 

RawliDBooi  anotio  fieret,  pro  Yirili  (clandesim^  tamen)  laborabant,  ut  minus 
anspioatb  Tenderentur.  Quod  videntes  probi  aliquot,  qui  rem  omuem  norerant, 
clamitabaiit,  6  homines  scelestos!  hoe  jam  oportet  in  crodatum  bine  abripif 
Quod  hflDc  notem,  non  est  cur  vitio  vertaa.  Nam  nil  pol  falsi  did,  mi  lector.  Quo 
tempore  vixit  Rawlineonus  (et  quidem  perquam  juoundimi  eet  oommemorare)» 
magna  et  laudabilis  erat  lemulatio  inter  viros  emditoe,  aliosque  etiam,  in  libria 
perquirendis  ao  oomparandis,  imo  in  fragmentis  quoqu&  Adeo  ut  domicfliay  nbi 
venaleB  id  g^enus  res  pretiosas  proetabant,  hominum  ocetu  frequenti  semper  com- 
plerentur,  in  magnum  prof  eoto  commodum  eorum,  ad  quos  libri  ah'ieqiie  rea  illsa 
pertinebant ;  quippe  quod  emptores  parvo  are  nunquam,  aut  rarissime,  oompara« 
rent.**  Walter  Hemingfordt  prafaL,  p.  CIV.  In  his  preface  to  Alured  de  Beverly, 
pp.  y.  vL,  the  copious  stores  of  Rawlinson's  library,  and  the  prompt  kindness  of  the 
possessor  himself,  are  emphatically  mentioned ;  while  in  the  preface  to  Titi  Livii 
Far<hJulienM8  Vtt.  Henrici  V.,  p.  zi.,  we  are  told,  of  the  former,  that  it  was 
"  plurimis  libris  rarissimis  referta  :**  and,  in  truth,  such  a  "  BibUotheca  refertia- 
sima"  was  perhaps  never  before  beheld.  Rawlhison  was  introdueed  into  the 
Tatler,  undei  the  name  Tom  Folio  His  own  house  not  being  large  enough,  he 
hired  London  Houie,  in  Aldersgate  Street,  for  the  reception  of  his  library ;  and 
there  he  used  to  regale  himself  with  the  sight  and  the  scent  of  innumerable  black 
letter  volumes,  arranged  in  "sable  garb,"  and  stowed  perhaps  "three deep/' from 
the  bottom  to  the  top  of  his  house.  He  died  in  1725 ;  and  catalogues  of  his 
books  for  sale  continued,  for  nine  succeeding  years,  to  meet  the  public  eye.  The 
following  is,  perhaps,  as  correct  a  list  of  these  copious  and  heterogeneously  com- 
piled catalogues,  as  can  be  presented  to  the  reader.  I  am  indebted  to  the  library 
of  Mr.  Heber  for  such  a  ciuious  bibliographical  morseau.  L  A  CaMdogwt  of 
dtoict  and  valuable  Books  in  most  FaetUties  and  Langwigei ;  being  pari  of  tke 
Collection  made  by  7%onuu  Rawlimon,  Beq.,  which  will  begin  to  be  sold  by  auc- 
tion at  Paul's  Coffee  House,  the  West-end  of  St.  Paul's,  4th  Dec,  1721,  beginning 
every  evening  at  6,  by  Thomas  Ballard,    bookseller,  at  the  Rising  Sun,  Little 

Britain.  12mo.  Price  Is.  144  pages. n.  A  Calaloffue,  &c.,  being  the  2nd  pari  of 

the  GoUeotion  by  T.  Rawlinson,  Esq.,  to  be  sold  by  auction  at  Paul's  Coffee- 
House,  7th  March,  1721-2,  every  evening  at  5,  by  T.  Ballard.  12mo.  Price  la., 
paged  on  from  the  last,  pp.  145  to  288.  [These  two  parts  contain  together  1438 

8vo.  lots ;  1157  in  4to.,  618  in  folio.] in.  A  Catalogue,  &c.,  being  the  third 

part  of  the  Collection  by  T.  Rawlinson,  Esq.,  to  be  sold  by  auction  at  Paul'a 
Coffee  House,  17th  Oct.,  1722,  every  evening  at  5,  by  T.  Ballard.    12mo.  Price 

Is  (no  paging  or  printer's  letter.) iv.  A  Calalogtu,  &c.,  being  the  4th  part  of 

the  Collection  by  T.  Rawlinson,  Esq.,  to  be  sold  by  auction  at  Paul's  Coffee- 
House,  2nd  April,  1728,  every  evening  at  5,  by  T.  Ballard,  12mo.    Price  Is.  (no 

paging  or  printer's  letter.) ^v.  icYi,  A  Cataiogue,  &c.,  being  tho  5th  part  of  the 

Collection  by  T.  Rawlinson,  Esq.,  to  be  sold  by  auction  at  Paul's  Coffee-HouaOy 
20th  Jan.  1728,  every  evening  at  5,  by  T.  Ballard.  12mo.  Price  Is.  Altho'  this 
vol.  seems  to  have  been  the  last  of  only  one  sale— yet  it  may  be  collected,  from 
the  concurrent  testimony  of  his  notes  in  more  copies  than  one— that  it  was  divided 
and  sold  at  two  different  times ;  the  lat^r  part  commoncing  about  the  middle  of 
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tile  present  warehouses  of  the  East-India  Company — if  a 
diqxMsition  to  spread  far  and  wide  the  influence  of  the 
BiBUOMANiA,  by  issuing  a  carte  blanche  for  every  des- 
perately smitten  antiquary  to  enter,  and  partake  of  the 

tbe  Tokune,  with  the  LiJbri  TheotogieL  In  folio.— Test  Nov.  1688^  being  the 
fint  Aitiele.  This  ooUeotion  beKan  to  be  sold  in  Feb.  2.  [1724  ?]— yil  A 
Caialogmet  dsc,  being  the  6th  part  of  the  Collection  made  by  T.  Rawlinaon,  Esq., 
Ikmatedf  whidi  will  begin  to  be  sold  by  auction  at  London-Houae,  in  Aldengate 
Street^  Sbd  March,  1726,  oveiy  evening  at  5,  by  Charles  DaviB,  bookseUer.  12mo. 
Prioe  2t.  6d.  (no  paging — printer's  mark  at  bottom  irregularly  continued  from  1 
to  86.)~Tni.  BihHotKeca  RawUfuoniana,  being  a  Cat.  of  part  the  Val.  Libr. 
of  Tho.  Rawlinson,  Esq.,  Deceased  :  which  will  begin  to  be  sold  by  auction  at  the 
Bedford  Coffee-House,  in  the  great  Piazsa,  Covent  Garden,  the  26th  of  this  pre- 
sent April  [1727]  every  evening  at  5,  by  Charles  Davis,  bookseller.    8vo.  Price  fUL 

(80  dajrs'  sale — 2600  lots.) n.  BMioiheaK  BawUiuoniaifUE,  dx.,  Pars  IX.  being 

a  Cii.  of  part  of  the  Libr.  of  Th.  Rawlinson,  Esq.,  Deceased,  to  be  sold  by  auction 
at  Si.  Ptal's  Coffee  House,  16th  Oct.,  1727,  every  evening  .at  6,  by  T.  Ballard. 
8ro.  Price  U.  (20  days'  sale,  8200  lots.)-— x.  BibltotKeea  BawlintoniawE,  <C-c, 
Pmn^Uera^  being  a  Oat.  of  part  of  Lib.  of  Th.  Rawlinson,  Esq.,  Deceased,  to 
be  sold  by  auction  at  St.  Paul's  Coffee-House,  22d  Nov.,  1727,  every  evening  at  6, 

VyTh.  Ballard.  8vo.  Price  Is.  (22  days' sale,  8520  articles.) XL  BibliotheocB 

BanMuoniana,  Part  aUera,  being  a  Catalogue  of  part  of  the  Library  of  T. 
BawUnson,  Esq.,  deceased,  to  be  sold  by  auction  at  St.  Paul's  Coffee-House,  22d 
Jan.  1727-8,  eveiy  evening,  Saturdays  excepted,  at  6.  8vo.  Price  It,  (22  days'  sale, 
8690  lota. )- — xn.  BiUiotkeea  HawUtuoniaHce,  Part  altera,  being  a  Cat.  of  part 
off  the  Library  of  Th.  Rawlinson,  Esq.,  deceased,  to  be  sold  by  auction  at  St 
Prars  Coffee-House,  18th  March,  1727-8,  every  evening  at  5,  by  T.  Ballard.  Price 

li.  (8vo.  24  days'  sale,  8840  lots.) xiii.  BtbHotiteece  BawlintoniaiuB,  PartaUera, 

being  a  Cat.  of  part  of  the  Library  of  Th.  Rawlinson,  Esq.,  deceased,  to  be  sold 
l^  anetion  at  St.  Paul's  Coffee-House,  21st  April,  1729,  every  evening  at  5,  by 
T.  Ballard.  Prioe  It.  (8vo.  26  days'  sale,  4161  lots.)^ — xiy.  Biblioikecce  Ratelin- 
Mmiaka,  Part  altera,  being  a  Cat.  of  part  of  the  Library  of  T.  Rawlinson,  Esq., 
daenasnd,  to  be  sold  by  auction  at  St.  Paul's  Coffee  House,  24  Nov.  1729,  every 

gfvening  at  5,.by  T.  Ballard.  Prioe  It,  (8vo.  18  days'  sale,  2700  lots.) xv.  Biblio- 

iitem  Xawlintoniana,  Part  altera,  being  a  Cat.  of  part  of  the  Library  of  T.  Rawlin- 
aon,  F.B.S.,  deceased,  to  be  sold  by  auction  13th  Nov.,  1782,  at  St.  Paul's  Coffee. 
Home,  every  evening  at  5,  by  Tho.  Ballard.  Price  1<.  (8vo.  26  days'  sale,  8456 
lots.)-- — XYL  Codicum  Maniucriptorum  Bihliotkeeai  JtavfUnioniancB  CaJUilogut — 
OHM  appendiu  Imprettorum^io  be  sold  4th  March,  1783-4,  at  St.  Paul's  Coffee 
House,  every  night  at  6,  by  T.  Ballard.  Prioe  It,  (8vo.,  16  days'  sale,  MSS.  1020 
lots  appendix  800.  To  these  may  be  added,  Pictura  BawUntoniana}— being  the 
coDeotion  of  original  paintings  of  T.  Rawlinson,  Esq.,  F.  R.  S.,  by  the  best  mas- 
tors— part  of  which  were  formerly  the  Earl  of  Craven's  CoUectiou.  To  be  sold  by 
anetion,  at  the  Two  Golden  Balls,  in  Hart  Street,  Covent  (harden,  4th  April,  1784, 
at  11.  8vo.  (117  lots.)  Now  let  any  man,  in  his  sober  senses,  imagine  what  must 
have  been  the  number  of  volumes  contained  in  the  library  of  the  above-named 
Tbokas  Rawlinson  ?  Does  he  imagine  that  the  tomes  in  the  Bodleian,  Vatican, 
and  British  Museum  were,  in  each  single  collection,  moro  numerous  than  those  in 
the  AMertgaU  Slraet  repository  ?— Or,  at  any  rate,  would  not  a  view  of  thib 
Alden^^ate  Street  coUectiou  givo  him  the  completost  idea  of  the  nc  plv^  "Jtiv  of 
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benefits  of,  his  library — be  criteria  of  book-phrensy— 
why  then  the  resemblance  of  this  saidgTom  Rawlinson 
ought  to  form  a  principal  ornament  in  the  capital  of  that 
gigantic  column,  which  sustains  the  temple  of  Book 
Fame  !  He  was  the  Tom  FoUo  of  the  Tatler,  and  may 
be  called  the  Leviathan  of  book-coUectors  during  nearly 
the  first  thirty  years  of  the  eighteenth  century. 

Lis.  I  suppose,  then,  that  Bagford,  Murray,  and 
Heame,  were  not  unknown  to  this  towering  biblio- 
maniac? 

Lysand.  On  the  contrary,  I  conclude,  for  certain,  that, 
if  they  did  not  drink  wine,  they  constantly  drank  coffee, 
together :  one  of  the  huge  folio  volumes  of  Bleau's  Atlas 
serving  them  for  a  table. 

But  see  yonder  the  rough  rude  features  of  Humphrey 
Wanley*  peering    above  the  crowd !    All   hail  to  thy 

BOOK-FHBBMBT  in  a  piiTate  collector?  Rawlinson  would  have  cut  a  Tory  splendid 
figure,  indeed,  with  posterity,  if  some  judicious  catalogue-makor,  the  Paterson  off 
former  times,  had  consolidated  all  these  straggling  BiblioUieccU  corps  into  one 
compact  wedge-like  phalanx.  Or,  in  other  words,  if  one  thick  octavo  yohime, 
containing  a  tolerably  well  classed  arrangement  of  his  library,  had  descended  to 
us — oh,  then  we  should  all  have  been  better  able  to  appreciate  the  extraordinary 
treasures  of  SUOH  a  oollbotion  i  The  genius  of  Pearson  and  Crofts  would  have 
done  homage  to  the  towering  spirit  of  Rawlinson. 

*  Lysandei  is  well  warranted  in  borrowing  the  pencil  of  Jan  Steen,  in  tho 
above  bold  and  striking  portrait  of  Wanlet  :  who  was,  I  believe,  as'  honest  a 
man,  and  as  learned  a  librarian,  as  ever  sat  down  to  morning  chocolate  in  velvet 
slippers.  There  is  a  portrait  of  him  in  oil  in  the  British  Museum,  and  another 
similar  one  in  the  Bodleian  Library — from  which  latter  it  is  evident,  on  the 
slightest  obeervation,  that  the  inestimable,  I  ought  to  say  immortal,  founder  of 
the  Cow  Pox  tystmn  (my  ever  respected  and  sincere  friend.  Dr.  Jenneb)  had 
not  then  made  known  the  blessings  resulting  from  the  vaccine  operation  :  for  poor 
Wanley's  face  is  absolutely  peppered  with  variolotu  indentations  !  Yet  he  seems 
to  have  been  a  hale  and  hearty  man,  in  spite  of  the  merciless  inroads  made 
upon  his  visage ;  for  his  cheeks  are  full,  his  hair  is  cropt  and  curly,  and  Ids 
shoulders  have  a  breadth  which  shew  that  the  unrolling  of  the  Harleian  MSS. 
did  not  produce  any  enervating  effluvia  or  mismata.  Our  poet.  Gay,  in  his 
epistle  to  Pope,  ep.  18,  thus  hits  off  his  countenance : 

O  Wanlbt,  whence  com'st  thou  with  shorten'd  hair. 
And  viuige,  from  thy  shelves,  with  dost  besprent ! 

But  let  us  hear  the  testimot^of  a  friend  and  fellow  bibliomaniac,  called  Thomas 
Heame.  The  following  desul^ry  information  is  translated  from  the  preface  to 
the  AniMlts  P^-ioraiiU  de  DunstuhU — wherein,  by  the  bye,  there  is  a  good  deal  of 
pleasant  information  relating  lb  Wanley.    Wc  are  here  told  that  Wanley  was 
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honest  physiognomy — for  thou  wert  a  raro  Book-wight 
in  thy  way !  and  as  long  as  the  fame  of  thy  patron 
Harley  shall  live,  so  long,  honest  Humphrey,  dost  thou 
stand  a  sure  chance  of  living  "  for  aye,"  in  the  memory  of 
all  worthy  bibliomaniacs. 

A  softer  noise  succeeds ;  and  the  group  becomes  calm 
and  attentive,  as  if  some  grand  personage  were  ad- 
vancing.   See,  'tis  Harley,  Earl  op  Oxford  !* 


fC 


bom  at  Corentiy ;  and,  in  his  younger  days,  employed  his  leisure  hours  in  turn- 
ing ofor  ancient  MSS.,  and  imitating  the  several  hands  in  which  they  were  written. 
Uoyd,  Bishop  of  Litchfield  and  Coventry,  in  one  of  his  episcopal  Tisitations, 
was  the  first  who  noticed  and  patronized  hinu  He  demanded  that  Wanley  should 
be  broi^t  to  him ;  he  examined  him  "suis  ipsios,  non  alterius,  oculis;"  and 
■floertained  whether  what  so  many  respectable  people  had  said  of  his  talents 
was  tme  or  false — 'A  few  words  with  you,  young  man,'  said  the  Bishop. 
Wanlay  approached  with  timidity — 'What  are  your  pursuits,  and  where  are 
the  ancient  MSS.  which  you  have  in  your  possession?'  Wanley  answered 
readily ;  exhibited  his  MSS.,  and  entered  into  a  minute  discussion  respecting  the 
modBoX  method  of  painting."  Heame  then  expatiates  feelingly  upon  the  excessive 
care  and  attention  which  Wanley  devoted  to  ancient  MSS. ;  how  many  pieces  of 
veHam  hennroUed ;  and  how,  sometimes,  in  the  midst  of  veiy  uigent  business, 
be  wotakl  lose  no  opportunity  of  cultivating  what  was  useful  and  agreeable  in 
his  particular  pursuit.  His  hobby  horse  seems  to  have  been  the  discovery  of  the 
aaeient  method  of  colouring  or  painting — yet  towards  Bbitisii  Hibtoby  and 
AxTiQWraa  he  constantly  cast  a  fond  and  faithful  eye.  How  admirably  well- 
ralmlitfhl  he  was  for  filling  the  situation  of  librarian  to  Lord  Oxford  is  abun- 
dantly evinced  by  his  catalogue  of  the  Harleian  MSS. ;  vide  p.  89,  ante.  Of 
bis  attachment  to  the  Bibliomania  there  are  innumerable  proofs.  Take  this, 
wter  tUia  ;. ''  I  spoke  to  Mr.  Wanley,  who  is  not  unmindful  of  his  promise,  but 
aajs  he  win  not  trouble  you  with  a  letter,  till  he  has  something  better  to  present 
yooy  which  he  doubts  not  he  shall  have  this  winter  among  Mr.  Earless  M&S. 
Mr.  Wanley  has  the  greatest  collection  of  English  Bibles,  Psalters,  dx,,  that  ever 
any  one  man  had.  They  cost  him  above  502.,  and  he  has  been  above  twenty 
yean  in  collecting  them.  He  would  part  with  them,  I  believe,  but  I  know  not 
at  what  price."  MatUrs's  Life  <^  Baker,  p.  27.  Consult  also  the  preface  to  the 
CokUogmi  ^  tU  BarUian  MSS.,  1808,  8  vols.,  folio,  p.  6. 

*  There  was  an  amusing  little  volume,  printed  in  1782,  8vo.,  concerning  the 
libimry  d  the  late  King  of  France ;  and  an  equally  interesting  one  might  have 
been  composed  concerning  the  I^arleian  Ck>LLBcnON— but  who  can  now  under- 
take the  task  ?— who  concentrate  all  the  rivuletswhich have  run  from  this  splendid 
reservoir  into  other  similar  pieces  of  water  ?  The  undertaking  is  impracticable. 
We  have  nothing,  therefore,  I  fear,  left  us  but  to  sit  down  and  weep ;  to  hang 
cor  haipa  upon  the  neighbouring  willows,  and  to  think  upon  the  Book  "  Siom," 
with  desponding  sensations  that  its  foundations  have  been  broken  up,  and  its 
wealth  dissipated.  But  let  us  adopt  a  less  flowery  stylo  of  communication. 
Before  Hablet  was  created  a  peer,  his  library  was  fixed  at  Wimplo,  in  Cam- 
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Lis.    Let  us  rise  to  pay  him  homage ! 

Phil.    Lisardo  is  now  fairly  bewitched.     He  believes 

bridgeahire,  the  usual  place  of  hia  reaidenoe ;  "  wfaenoe  he  frequently  TUted  his 
f rieada  at  Cambridge,  aad  in  particular  Mr.  Bacbr,  for  whom  he  always  testified 
the  highest  regard.  This  nobleman's  attachment  to  literature,  the  indefatigable 
paina  he  took,  and  the  large  auma  he  expended  in  making  the  abore  collection, 
are  too  well  known  to  atand  in  need  of  any  further  notioe."  Madar^M  Ufa  rf 
SaJteTf  p.  107.  The  eulogiea  of  Ifaittaire  and  Heame  confirm  cTexy  thing  hera 
advanced  by  Mastera;  and  the  testimony  of  Pope  himaelf,  thai  Hariey  "left 
behind  him  one  of  the  finest  librariea  in  Europe,"  warranta  us,  if  other  tee- 
timoniea  were  not  even  yet  daily  before  bur  eyea,  to  draw  the  same  oondusioo. 
In  a  periodical  publication  entitled  The  Director,  to  which  I  oontribnted  aU 
the  intelligence  under  the  article  "  Bibuografhiama,''  there  appeared  the 
following  copious,  and,  it  ia  presumed,  not  uninteresting,  details  respecting  the 
Earl  of  Oxford,  and  his  library.  After  the  sale  of  Mr.  Bridges*s  books,  no 
event  occurred  in  the  bibliographical  world,  worthy  of  notice,  till  the  sale 
of  the  famous  Harleiati  Library,  or  the  books  once  in  the  pooBeasion  of  the 
celebrated  Harlkt,  Earl  of  Oxford.  Thia  nobleman  waa  not  less  disti»- 
guiahed  in  the  political  than  in  the  literary  worid ;  and  "  was  a  remarkable 
instance  of  the  fiokleneaa  of  popular  opinion,  and  the  danger  of  being  removed 
from  the  lower  to  the  upper  houae  of  parliament."  (Noble's  ComluwafM* 
ilf  Oranffer,  vol  ii.,  28.)  He  waa  bom  in  the  yoar  1661,  was  summoned  to 
Uie  house  of  Lords  by  the  titles  of  Earl  of  Oxford  and  Mortimer,  in  1711 ; 
declared  minister  and  lord  high  treasurer  in  the  same  year ;  resigned,  and  was 
impoached,  in  the  year  1715 ;  acquitted,  without  being  brought  to  a  trial,  in 
1717  ;  and  died  at  his  houae  in  Albemarle  Street,  in  1724.  A  character  so  well 
known  in  the  annals  of  this  country  needs  no  particular  illustration  in  the 
present  place.  The  Harleian  fiolUdion  of  MSS,  was  purchased  by  government 
for  10,000^.,  and  is  now  deposited  in  the  British  Museum  (vide  p.  89,  ante). 
The  Booh  were  disposed  of  to  Thomas  Osbornb,  of  Gray's  Inn,  booksdler ; 
-  to  the  irreparable  loss,  and,  I  had  almost  said,  the  indelible  disgrace,  of  the 
country.  It  is,  indeed,  for  ever  to  be  lamented  that  a  collection  so  eztensiTe, 
ao  varioua,  so  magnificent,  and  intrinsically  valuable,  should  have  become  the 
property  of  one  who  necessarily,  from  his  situation  in  life,  became  a  purchaser, 
only  that  he  might  be  a  vender,  of  the  volumes.  Osborne  gave  18,000/.  for  the 
collection  ;  a  sum  which  must  excite  the  astonishment  of  the  present  age,  when 
it  is  informed  that  Lord  Oxford  gave  18,000^.  for  the  Binding  only,  of  the  least 
part  of  them.  (From  Oldys's  tnUrUaved  Langhaine,  See  Brydges's  CetUm 
Litcrar.,  vol.  i.,  p.  438.)  In  the  year  1748-4  appeared  an  account  of  this  col- 
lection, under  the  following  title,  CcUcUoffu*  Bibliothecce  IlarleioMe,**  dx,,  in  four 
volumes  (the  5th  not  properly  appertaining  to  it).  Dr.  Johnson  was  employed 
by  Osborne  to  write  the  preface,  which,  says  Boswell,  "  he  has  done  with  an 
ability  that  cannot  fail  to  impress  all  his  readers  with  admiration  of  his  philo- 
logical attainments."  L{fe  of  Johnton,  vol.  i.,  81,  edit  4to^  In  my  humble 
apprehension,  the  preface  is  unworthy  of  the  doctor :  it  contains  a  few  genera] 
philological  reflections,  expressed  in  a  style  sufficiently  stately,  but  is  divested 
of  bibliographical  anecdote  and  interesting  intelligence.  The  first  two  volumes 
are  written  in  Latin  by  Johnson  ;   the  third  and  fourth  volumes,  which  are  a 
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in  the    existence    of   the    group ! — Help^    ho !    Fetters 
and  warder  for — " 


repetitioii  of  the  two  fbimer,  are  composed  in  English  by  Oldys :  and,  notwith- 
■tanding  its  defects,  it  is  the  best  catalogue  of  a  large  library  of  which  we  can 
boast.    It  should  be  in  every  good  collection.    To  the  volumes  was  prefixed  the 
following  advertisement :    "  As  the  curiosity  of  spectators,  before  the  sale,  may 
prodnoe  disorder  in  the  disposition  of  the  books,  it  is  necessary  to  advertise  the 
pabUo  that  there  will  be  no  admission  into  the  library  before  the  day  of  sale, 
wUflih  win  be  on  Tneeday,  the  14th  of  February,  1744."    It  seems  that  Osbomo 
had  charged  the  sum  of  fit.  to  each  of  his  first  two  volumes,  which  was  represented 
faj  the  booksellers  "  as  an  avaricious  innovation  ;**  and,  in  a  paper  published  in 
"  Tke  CSWutpum,"  they,  or  their  mercenaries,  reasoned  so  justly  as  to  allege  that 
"if  Osbonie  could  afford  a  very  large  price  for  the  library,  he  might  thereforo 
•flbid  to  ^'ne  away  the  catalogue."    Pttface  to  vol  ili.,  p.  1.    To  this  charge 
Oebome  answered  that  his  catalogue  was  drawn  up  with  great  pains,  and  at  a 
heavy  expense ;  but»  to  obviate  all  objections,  "those,"  says  he,  "  who  have  paid 
ftve  ahillingB  a  volume  shall  be  allowed,  at  any  time  within  throe  months  after 
the  day  of  sale,  either  to  return  them  in  exchange  for  books,  or  to  send  them 
baoky  and  receive  their  money."    This,  it  must  be  confessed,  was  sufficiently 
libenL    Osborne  was  also  accused  of  rating  kit  hookt  at  too  high  a  price :  to  this 
the  following  was  his  reply,  or  rather  Dr.  Johnson's ;  for  the  style  of  the  Doctor 
ia  snficiently  manifest :  "  If,  therefore,  I  have  set  a  high  value  upon  books— if 
I  hsvtt  vainly  imagined  literature  to  be  more  fashionable  than  it  really  is,  or 
Idly  hoped  to  revive  a  taste  wdl  nigh  extinguished,  I  know  not  why  I  should  be 
pegseeuted  with  clamour  and  invective,  since  I  shall  only  suffer  by  my  mistake, 
and  be  obliged  to  keep  those  books  which  I  was  in  hopes  of  selling." — Preface  to 
Ike  9d,   volume.    The  fact  is  that  Osborne's  charges  were  extremely  moderate ; 
and  the  sale  of  the  books  was  so  very  slow  that  Johnson  assured  Boswell  "  there 
was  not  much  gained  by  the  bargain."    Whoever  inspects  Osborne's  catalogue 
of  1748  (fbur  years  after  the  Harleian  sale),  will  find  in  it  many  of  the  most 
valuable  of  Lord  Oxford's  books ;  and,  among  them,  a  copy  of  the  Aldine  Plato 
of  I51S,  ttrucl  ojf  MjHm  vellum,  marked  at  21/.   only :  for  this  identical  copy 
Lord  (hcford  gave  100  guineas,  as   Dr.   Mead   informed  Dr.  Askew;  from  the 
bitter  of  whose  colloctioDB  it  was  purchased  by  Dr.  Hunter,  and  is  now  in  the 
Hunter  Museum.    There  will  also  bo  found,  in  Osborne's  catalogues  of  1748  and 
1753,  some  of  the  scarcest  books  in  English  Literature,  marked  at  2,  or  8^  or  it,, 
for  which  three  times  the  number  of  poundt  is  now  giveu. 

ANALYSIS  OF  TUE  HARLEIAN  LIBRARY. 

I  shall  take  the  liberty  of  making  an  arrangement  of  the  books  different  from 
that  which  appears  in  the  Harleian  catalogue ;  but  shall  scrupulously  adhere  to 
the  number  of  departments  therein  specified.    And  first  of  those  in 

1.  Divihity, 

In  the  Oitek,  Latin,  French,  and  Italiafi  languages,  there  were  about  2000 
theological  volumes.  Among  these,  the  most  rare  and  curious  were  Bamler's 
bible  of  1466,  beautifully  illuminated,  in  2  volumes :  Scbeffer's  bible  of  1472. 
The  famou>«  Zurich  bible  of  1643,  "  all  of  which,  except  a  small  part  done  by 
llicodorua  Bibliander,  was  translated  from  the  Hebrew  by  a  Jew,  who  styled 
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LoREN.     Philemon  loves  to    indulge  his    wit  at    his 
friend's  expense.     Is't  not  so^  Lisardo  ? 


himself  Leo  Juds,  or  the  Lion  of  Judah.  The  Greek  books  were  translated  by 
Petrus  Cholinus.  The  New  Testament  is  Erasmus's."  The  Scratinium  Scrip- 
torarum  of  Rabbi  Samuel,  Hant,  1475;  a  book  which  is  said  "to  have  been 
concealed  by  the  Jews  nearly  200  years :  the  author  of  it  is  supposed  to  hare 
lired  at  a  period  not  much  later  than  the  destruction  of  Jerusalem."  The 
Islandic  bible  of  1664,  ''  not  to  be  met  with,  without  the  utmost  difficulty,  and 
therefore  a  real  curiosity."  The  works  of  Hemmerlin,  BasU  :  1497 ;  "  the 
author  was  ranked  in  the  first  class  of  those  whose  works  were  condemned  by 
the  church  of  Rome  :"  The  Mosarabio  Missal  printed  at  Toledo,  in  1500 -of 
which  some  account  is  given  at  p.  161,  ante.  The  collection  of  Bngluh  books 
in  Divinity  could  not  have  amounted  to  less  than  .2500  volumes.  Among  the 
rarest  of  these,  printed  in  the  fifteenth  century,  was  *'  The  Festyvall,  begynning; 
at  the  fyrst  Sonday  of  Advent,  in  worship  of  God  and  all  his  Sayntes,"  &c., 
printed  at  Paris,  in  1495.  There  was  ten  books  printed  by  Cazton,  and  some 
exceedingly  curious  ones  by  Wynkyn  de  Worde  and  Pynson. 

2.  Hidory  and  AnUquitUs. 
There  appear  to  have  been,  on  the  whole,  nearly  4000  volumes  in  this  depart- 
ment :  of  which,  some  of  those  relating  to  Great  Britain  were  inestimable,  from 
the  quantity  of  MS.  notes  by  Sir  William  Dugd^e,  Archbishop  Parker,  Thomas 
Rawlinaon,  Thomas  Baker,  &c  The  preceding  number  includes  600  relating  to 
the  history  and  antiquities  of  Italy ;  500  to  those  of  France.  (This  part  of  the 
catalogue  deserves  particular  attention,  as  it  contains  a  larger  collection  of  pieces 
relating  to  the  history  of  France  than  was,  perhaps,  ever  exposed  to  sale  in  this 
nation ;  here  being  not  only  the  ancient  chronicles  and  general  histories,  but  the 
memoirs  of  particular  men,  and  the  genealogies  of  most  of  the  families  illus- 
trious for  their  antiquity."  See  Bibl.  HarL,  vol  iii.,  p.  159.)  150  to  those  of 
Spain ;  and  about  250  relating  to  Germany  and  the  United  Provinces. 

8.  Booii  qf  Prints,  Sculpture,  and  Dratoingi. 

In  this  department,  rich  beyond  description,  there  could  not  have  been  fewer 
than  20,000  articles,  on  the  smallest  computation :  of  which  nearly  2000  were 
original  drawings  by  the  great  Italian  and  Flenush  masters.  The  woiks  of 
CaIiLOT  were  preserved  in  4  large  volumes,  containing  not  fewer  than  nine 
hundred  and  twelve  prixU*  "All  choice  impressions,  and  making  the  completest 
set  of  his  works  that  are  to  be  seen."  See  BibL  Harl.,  vol.  iii.,  n<>.  562» 
"  Hollar's  works,  consisting  of  all  his  pieces,  and  bound  in  12  folio  volumes, 
in  morocco.  One  of  the  completest  and  best  sets  in  the  world,  both  as  to  the 
number  and  goodness  of  the  impressions."  Vid.  ibid.,  n^.  468.  It  is  now  in  the 
library  of  the  Duke  of  Rutland.  "  One  hundred  and  thirty  -  three  heads  of 
illustrious  men  and  women,  after  Vandyke.  This  set  of  Vandyke's  heads  may 
be  said  to  be  the  best  and  completest  that  is  to  be  met  with  any  where  :  there 
being  the  12  heads  which  he  etched  himself,  as  likewise  79  worked  off  by  Martin 
Vanden  Enden :  and  what  adds  still  to  the  value  of  them  is  that  the  greater 
part  were  collected  by  the  celebrated  Marriette  at  Paris,  his  name  being  signed 
on  the  back,  as  warranting  them  good  proofs."  Tne  engravings  from  Raphael's 
paintings,  upwards  of  200  in  number,  and  by  the  best  foreign  masters,  were  con- 
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Lis.     I  forgive  him.    'Twas  a  "  glorious  fault."    But, 
indeed,  I  would  strip  to  the  skin,  if  this  said  nobleman 


tained  in  4  splendid  morocco  volumes.  The  works  of  the  SaOELERS,  containing 
upwards  of  959  prints,  in  8  large  folio  volumes,  were  also  in  this  magnificent 
collection :  and  the  Albert  Durers,  OoltEiuses^  Bembrandts,  &o.,  innumerable  ! 

4.  CoUeetUm  ofPwtraUi, 

This  magnificent  collection,  uniformly  bound  in  102  large  folio  volumes,  con- 
tained a  series  of  heads  of  illustrious  and  remarkable  characters,  to  the  amount  of 
nearly  10,000  in  number.  It  is  said,  in  the  catalogue,  to  be  *'  perhaps  the  largest 
collection  of  heads  ever  exposed  to  sale."  We  are  also  informed  that  it 
"was  thought  prox)er,  for  the  accommodation  of  the  curious,  to  separate  the 
volumes."    Eheu  I  Eheu  I  * 

5.  PkUotophy,  Chanittry^  Medicine,  ict, 

Qnder  this  head,  comprehending  anatomy,  astronomy,  mathematics,  and 
alchemy,  there  appear  to  have  been  not  fewer  than  2500  volumes  in  the 
foreign  languages,  and  about  600  in  the  English :  some  of  them  of  tho  most 
curious  kind,  and  of  the  rarest  occurrence. 

6.  Oeoffraphyf  Chronotoffy,  and  Oeneral  History. 

There  were  about  290  volumes  on  these  subjects,  written  in  the  Latin,  French, 
Italian,  and  Spanish  languages :  and  about  800  volumes  in  our  own  language. 
Some  of  the  scarcest  books  printed  by  Caxton  were  among  the  latter. 

7.  Voyoffts  and  Histories  reletting  to  the  Bast  and  West  Indies. 

About  800  volumes: — ^nearly  equally  divided  into  the  English  and  foreign 
languages.  Among  the  English,  were  Caxton's  "Reouyell  of  the  historys  of 
Troye,"  1471  (supposed  to  be  the  first  book  printed  in  this  country ;)  and  his 
Siege  and  conquest  of  Jherusalem,"  1481. 


f< 


8.  CivU,  Canon,  and  Statute  Law. 

At  least  800  volumes:  SOO  in  the  foreign  languages,  and  the  remaining  in 
English. 

9.  Books  of  Sculpture,  Architecture,  dx. 

Not  fewer  than  900  volumes,  comprehending  every  thing  published  up  to 
that  period  which  was  valuable  or  rare.  Of  these,  more  than  700  were  written 
in  Latin,  Italian,  French,  or  Spanish— «nd  embellished  with  every  beauty  of 
gn^hic  illustration. 

10.  Ortek  and  Latin  Classics  ;  Orammars  and  Lexicons. 

This  very  valuable  body  of  Grecian  and  Roman  literature  could  not  have 
included  fewer  than  2400  volumes — and,  among  these,  almost  every  work  of 
rarity  and  excellence.  In  the  article  of  "  Cicero"  alone,  there  were  115  volumes 
printed  in  the  fifteenth  century;  every  subsequent  edition  of  that  and  other 
authors,  then  distinguished  for  its  accuracy  or  erudition,  may  also,  I  believe, 
be  discovered  in  the  catalogue.  Most  book-collectors  know  the  sumptuous 
manner  in  which  the  Harleian  copies  are  bound. 
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longed  for  my  coat,  waistcoat^  small  clothes,  and  shirt, 
to  form  him  a  cushion  to  sit  upon !  I  have  heard  such 
wonderful  things  said  of  his  library ! — 

11.  Boots  printed  upon  Vellum, 

In  this  interestiDg  dopartmont  of  typog^phy,  there  were  about  220  volunei 
— upwards  of  70  in  folio,  40  in  quarto,  and  100  in  ootavo.  Of  the  former,  the 
most  curious  and  rare  articles  were  the  Mente  bible  of  1462,  2  vols.,  and  the 
travels  of  Breydenbachus,  printed  at  Ments  in  1486.  "This  book  fa  «o 
uncommon  object  of  curiosity,  as  it  is,  perhaps,  the  first  book  of  travoLs  that  was 
ever  printed,  and  is  adorned  with  maps  and  pictures  rery  remarkable.  The 
Tiew  of  Venice  is  more  than  five  feet  long,  and  the  map  of  the  Holy  Lamd  man 
than  three ;  there  are  views  of  many  other  cities.  It  is  printed  in  the  Qotfaio 
character."  See  BtbL  BarL,  vol.  iii.,^o.  3213.  The  octavos  were  chiefly  ''He 
h  Fasage,"  so  common  at  the  beginning  of  the  16th  century :  but,  if  the 
logue  be  correctly  published,  there  appears  to  have  been  one  of  these  books 
printed  at  Paris,  as  early  as  the  year  1466,  "extremely  beaatiful  cots.'* 
See  the  Bibl.  HarL,  vol.  iv.,  vfi,  18406.  Now,  if  this  were  true,  it  wonld  make 
known  a  curious  fact  in  Parisian  typography — ^for  the  usually  reoeiTed  opinion 
among  bibliographers  is  that  no  printed  book  i^peared  in  France  before  th« 
year  1467,  when  the  art  was  first  introduced  at  Town;  and  none  at  PorU 
before  the  year  1469-70— when  Orantz  and  Friborger  were  engaged  to  print 
there. 

12.  English  Poetry,  Romances,  and  Novels. 

There  oould  not  have  been  fewer  >  than  900  volumes  in  this  amusing  depait- 
ment ;  and  among  them  some  editions  of  the  rarest  oocurrenoe.  EVeiy  thing 
printed  by  Caxton  on  these  subjects,  including  a  complete  and  magnificent  oopj 
of  Morie  d^ Arthur,  was  in  the  collection — and,  in  respect  to  other  ouxiona  wofki^ 
it  will  be  sufficient  to  mention  only  the  following,  as  a  spetdmea,  "Kynge- 
Richarde  Cuer  du  Lyon,  W.  de  Worde,  1528:  Oasooigne's  PoesieBi,  1571^ 
Spenser's  Shepheardes  Calenders,  1586 :  Webbe's  Discourse  of  English  Poetrie^ 
1586 :  Nash's  Art  of  English  Poesie,  1589."  Some  of  these  volomes  were 
afterwards  marked  by  Osborne,  in  his  catalogues,  at  8  or  4  shillings ! 

13.  Livres  Francois,  Ital.,  et  Birpan, 

m 

There  might  have  been  700  volumes  in  these  foreign  languages,  of  wMeh 
nearly  500  related  to  jMKiry  (exclusively  of  others  in  the  foregoing  and  following 
departments). 

14.  Parliamentary  Affairs  and  Trials, 

Upwards  of  400  volumes. 


15.  Trade  and  Commerce, 


About  800  volumes. 


It  will  be  seen  from  the  preceding  divisions,  and  from  the  gradual  diminution 
of  the  number  of  volumes  in  each,  that  I  have  gone  through  the  principal 
dei^artments  of  the  Hurleian  collection  of  books :  and  yet  there  remain  /tfty 
departments  to  be  enumerated  !  These  are  the  following :  16  Critiei  et  Opera 
collecta,  17.  Vvitus  et  Imagines  Illust,  Vircrum,  18.  Pompa,  Ceremmmiee,  et 
JSxequice,    19.  De  re  Militari,  de  Arte  Sq^i^Mri,  et  de  re  Navali.     20.  Heraldiea, 
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Lysand.    And  not  more  wonderful  than  its  reputation 
justifies.    Well    might   Pope    be  enamoured    of  such   a 


2L  Bpistola,  Panegyrid,  et  Orationes.  22.  BihUothtcarii  et  MUeellaneL 
23.  TmetiUus  Pacit  et  PoliUcL  24.  Tradudtatu  des  Auteurt  Or.  tt  Laiin. 
25.  TransUttiontfrom  Oreek  and  Latin  AtUhors,  26.  Laws,  Customs,  dtc.,of  the 
City  of  London.  27.  Military,  NavcU  affairs,  and  Horsemanskip,  28.  Heraldry. 
9.  Husbandry,  Oardening,  Agriculture.  80.  Magic,  Sorcery,  Witchcrajt 
81.  Mvraeulons,  Monstrous,  and  SHpemaiuraL  82.  Lives  qf  Eminent  Persons. 
83.  Laws  and  Customs  of  divers  Places.  34.  Tythes,  Sacrilege,  a/nd  Non-resi- 
denee,  Ac.  85.  Cases  of  divers  Persons.  86.  Prisons  and  Prisoners.  87.  Lives 
of  Murderers,  Highwaymen,  Pirates,  dx.  88.  Speeches  qf  Persons  executed  for 
divers  Offences.  39.  Justices,  Juries,  and  Charges.  40.  Poor,  and  Charitable 
Uses.  41.  Matrimony,  Divorce,  Ac.  42.  Univertitiet.  43.  Allsgianoe,  Supre- 
macy, Non  Mesistance,  Ac.  44.  Bani  and  Bankers.  45.  Funds,  Taxes,  PuJblie 
Credit,  Money,  Coin,  Ac  46.  War  and  Standing  Armies.  47.  Admiralty  and 
Navy.  48.  Letters  on  various  Subjects.  49.  Treatises  of  Peace,  Royal 
Prerogative,  db.  50.  Namgaium.  51.  Bducation,  Orammar  and  Schools, 
52.  Ludicrous,  Bntertaining,  SaHricoLl,  and  Witty,  53.  English  Miscellanies, 
54.  Ecclesiastical  and  CivU  History  qf  Scotland.  55.  Do.  qf  Ireland.  56.  Oram* 
mars  and  Dictionnaries.  57.  Plays,  and  relating  to  the  Theatre.  58.  Mathematics. 
59.  Astrology,  Astronomy,  and  Chymistry.  60.  Horsemanship,  61.  Cookery, 
62.  ConvocaXvofn.  63.  Sieges,  BaUles,  War,  <£:«.  64.  Pomp  and  Ceremony. 
65.  Books  relating  to  Writing  and  Printing.  66.  Essays  on  various  Suhjeds. 
It  will  probably  be  no  very  unreasonable  oomputation  to  allow  to  each  of  these 
remaining  divisions  80  volumes  :  so  that  multiplying  the  whole  50  divisions  by 
80  there  will  be  the  additional  number  of  4000  volimies  to  make  the  library 
complete.  I  ought  to  mention  that,  in  my  aooount  of  this  extensive  libraiy,  I 
have  not  included  the  Pamphlets.  Of  these  alone,  according  to  Mr.  Gough 
{BriL  Topog.  v.,  I,  669),  there  were  computed  to  be  400,000 1  We  will  now 
say  a  few  words  about  the  private  character  of  Lord  Oxford,  and  conclude  with  a 
brief  account  of  Osborne.  Every  body  has  heard  of  the  intimacy  which  subsisted 
between  Pope  and  the  Earl  of  Oxford.  In  the  year  1721,  when  the  latter  was  at 
his  country  seat.  Pope  sent  him  a  copy  of  Pamell's  poems  (of  which  he  had  under- 
taken the  publication  on  the  decease  of  Pamell),  with  a  letter  in  poetry  and 
prose.  It  seems  that  Pope- wished  to  prefix  his  own  verses  to  the  collection; 
and  thus  alludes  to  them,  in  his  letter  to  Lord  Harley  of  the  date  of  1721 : 
"Poor  Pamell,  before  he  died,  left  me  the  charge  of  publishing  those  few 
remains  of  his :  I  have  a  strong  desire  to  make  them,  their  author,  and  their 
publisher,  more  considerable,  by  addressing  and  dedicating  them  all  to  you, 
'&c.  All  I  shall  say  for  it  is  that  'tis  the  only  dedication  I  ever  writ,  and 
shaU  be  the  only  one,  whether  you  accept  it  or  not :  for  I  will  not  bow  the  knee 
to  a  less  man  than  my  Lord  Oxford,  and  I  expect  to  see  no  greater  in  my  time. 

The  following  is  the  latter  part  of  the  Poetical  Epistle  here  alldded  to : 

And  sore,  if  aught  below  the  seats  divine 
Can  tOQcb  immortals,  'tis  a  soul  like  thine  : 
A  aool  supreme,  in  sach  hard  instance  tried. 
Above  all  pain,  all  passion,  and  all  pride ; 
The  rage  of  power,  the  blast  of  pnblic  breath, 
The  Inat  of  lucre,  and  the  dread  of  death. 

2  a 
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noble  firiend — and  well  might  even  Dr.  Mead  bow  to  the 
superior  splendour  of  such  a  book-competitor !    While 

I 

In  vain  to  deierts  thy  retreat  ia  made ; 
The  miue  attenda  thee  to  thy  ailent  ahade : 
Tla  her^a  the  brave  man'a  lateat  atepa  to  trace, 
Bc^adge  hia  acta,  and  dignifjr  diagrace. 
When  intYeat  ealla  offaU  her  anealdng  train. 
And  all  th*  obliged  deaert,  and  all  the  Tain; 
She  waita,  or  to  the  aoaifold,  or  the  cell. 
When  the  laat  lingering  Mend.haa  bid  fuewell. 
Et^  now,  the  ahadea  thy  evening  walk  with  baya, 
(No  hireling  ahe,  no  prostitate  of  pralae) 
Bt^  now,  obaerfant  of  the  parting  ray, 
Byea  the  calm  aon-aet  of  thy  vailona  day; 
Thro*  Ibrtnne'a  dond  oivs  truly  great  can  aee, 
Nor  feara  to  tell  that  Mobtimcb  ia  he  I 

iVvpf**  Workt,  vol.  iL,  p.  890-8.    BowleiTB  edit 
The  following  was  the  reply  of  the  Earl  of  Oxford  to  Mr.  Pope. 
Sm, 

I  reoeived  your  packet,  which  could  not  bat  give  me  great  pleasure 
to  see  yoa  preserve  an  old  Mend  in  your  memory ;  for  it  must  needs  be  very 
agreeable  to  be  remembered  by  those  we  highly  value.  But  then,  how  much 
shune  did  it  cause  me  when  I  read  your  very  fine  verses  inclosed  I  My  mind 
reproached  me  how  far  short  I  came  of  what  your  great  friendship  and  delicate 
pen  would  partially  describe  me.  Tou  ask  my  consent  to  publidk  it :  to  what 
straits  doth  this  reduce  me  t  I  look  back,  indeed,  to  those  evenings  I  have  use- 
ftilly  and  pleasantly  spent  with  Mr.  Pope,  Mr.  PameU,  Dean  Swift,  the  Doctor 
(Arbuthnot),  ftc  I  should  |be  glad  the  world  knew  you  admitted  me  to  your 
friendship ;  and  since  your  affection  is  too  hard  for  your  judgment,  I  am  con- 
tented to  (let  the  world  know  how  well  Mr.  Pope  can  write  upon  a  barren  sub- 
ject. I  return  you  an  exact  copy  of  the  verses,  that  I  may  keep  the  original,  as 
a  testimony  of  the  only  error  you  have  been  guilty  of.  I  hope,  very  speedily,  to 
embrace  you  in  London,  and  to  assure  you  of  the  particular  esteem  and  frieaid- 
ship  wherewith  I  am  your,  &c, 

OZTOBO. 

Of  Tom  Osbobzvb  I  have  [in  vain  endeavoured  to  ooUect  some  interesting  bio- 
graphical details.  What  I  know  of  him  shall  be  briefly  stated.  He  was  the 
most  celebrated  bookseller  of  his  day ;  and  appears,  from  a  series  of  his  cata- 
logues in  my  possession,  to  have  carried  on  a  successful  trade  from  the  year 
1788  to  1768.  What  fortune  he  amassed,  is  not,  I  believe,  very  well  known: 
his  oollections  were  truly  valuable,  for  they  consisted  of  the  purchased  libraries 
of  the  most  eminent  men  of  those  times.  In  his  stature  he  was  short  and  thick ; 
and,  to  his  inferiors,  generally  spoke  in  an  authoritative  and  insolent  manner. 
"It  has  been  confidently  related,"  says  Boswell,  "that  Johnson,  one  day, 
knocked  Osborne  down  in  his  shop  with  a  folio,  and  put  his  foot  upon  his  neok. 
The  simple  truth  I  had  from  Johnson  himself.  'Sir,  he  was  impertinent  to 
me,  and  I  beat  him.  But  it  was  not  in  his  shop :  it  was  in  my  own  cham- 
ber.' "  4to.  edit,  L,  81.  Of  Osborne's  philological  attainments,  the  meauf^st 
opinion  must  be  formed,  if  we  judge  from  his  advertisements,  which  were  some- 
times inserted  in  the  London  Gazette,  and  drawn  up  in  the  most  ridiculously 
vain  and  ostentatious  style.    He  used  to  tell  the  public  that  he  possessed  "  aU 
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the  higber  order  of  bibliomaniacs^  reposing  upon  satin 
ao&a,  were  quaffing  burgundy  out  of  Harley's  curiously 
cat  goUetSy  and  listening  to  the  captivating  tale  of 
Mead  or  Folkes,  respecting  a  vbllum  Editio  Princeps — 
the  lower  order,  with  Bagford  at  their  head,  were  bois- 
terously reg^aling  themselves  below,  drinking  ale  round 
an  oak^i  table,  and  toasting  their  patron,  till  the  eye 
oould  no  longer  discover  the  glass,  nor  the  tongue  utter 
his  name.  Aloft,  in  mid  air,  sat  the  soothed  spirits  of 
Smith  and  North ;  pointing,  with  their  thin,  transparent 
fingers,  to  the  apotheosis  of  Caxton  and  Aldus! 
Suddenly,  a  crowd  of  pipy  fragrance  involves  the  room : 
these  aerial  forms  cease  to  be  visible;  and  broken 
flCMmds,  like  the  retiring  tide  beneath  Dover  cliff,  die  away 


ft0  pompons  editions  of  Claasicks  and  Lexicons."  I  insert  tlie  two  following 
•dwtiMinents,  prefixed,  the  one  to  his  catalogue  of  1748,  the  other  to  that  of 
176^  tor  the  amusement  of  my  bihliographical  readers,  and  as  a  model  for 
Payne,  White,  Miller,  Evans,  Priestley,  and  Cuthell.  "This  catalogue 
▼ery  large,  and  of  consequence  Tory  expensive  to  the  proprietor,  he  humbly 
that,  if  it  falls  into  the  hands  of  any  gentleman  ffratia,  who  chooses  not 
hfamelf  to  be  a  purchaser  of  any  of  the  bookB  contained  in  it,  that  such  gentle- 
muk  win  be  pleased  to  recommend  it  to  any  other  whom  he  thinks  may  be  so,  or 
to  vetam  it"  To  his  catalogue  of  1758  was  the  following  :  "To  the  Nobility 
and  Gently  who  please  to  fetvour  me  with  their  commands.  It  is  hoped,  as  I 
intend  to  gi^e  no  ofiFence  to  any  nobleman  or  gentleman,  that  do  me  the  honour 
off  being  my  customer,  by  putting  a  price  on  my  catalogue,  by  which  means 
thsj  may  not  receive  it  as  usual—it  is  desired  that  such  nobleman  or  gentleman 
m  have  not  received  it,  would  be  pleased  to  send  for  it ;  and  ifs  likewise  re- 
quested of  such  gentleman  who  do  receive  it,  that,  if  they  cbuse  not  to  purchase 
any  of  the  books  themselves,  tkey  wmld  recommend  it  to  any  bookith  gaUUman, 
^  tkeir  aepuutUanoi,  or  to  return  it,  and  the  favour  shall  be  acknowledged  by, 
tlMir  most  obedient  and  obliged, 

T.  OsBOBmB." 

I  shall  oondude  with  the  following  curious  story  told  of  him,  in  Mr.  Nichols's 
Amedoiet  qfJBowfer  the  Printer.  "  Mr.  David  Papillon,  a  gentleman  of  fortune  and 
lltemy  taste,  as  well  as  a  good  antiquary  (who  died  in  1762)  contracted  with 
Oebome  to  famish  him  with  an  100/.  worth  of  books,  at  threepence  a  piece.  The 
aelf  eonditions  were,  that  they  should  be  perfect,  and  that  there  should  be  no 
duplicate.  -Osborne  was  highly  pleased  with  his  bargain,  and  the  first  great  pur- 
nhirt  be  made,  he  sent  Mr.  P.  a  large  quantity  ;  but  in  the  next  purchase,  he 
foQsd  ho  ooold  send  but  few,  and  the  next,  still  fewer.  Not  willing,  however, 
to  give  up,  he  sent  books  worth  ^w  tkillingt  a  piece ;  and,  at  last,  was  forced  to 
go  and  bc^  to  be  let  off  the  contract.    Eight  thousand  books  would  have  been 

ifted  r— See  p.  101-2,  note  Xt- 
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into  utter  silence.  Sleep  succeeds :  but  short  is  the 
slumber  of  enthusiastic  bibliomaniacs  !  The  watchman 
rouses  them  from  repose :  and  the  annunciation  of  the 
hour  of  "  two  o'clock,  and  a  moonlight  morning',"  re- 
minds them  of  their  cotton  night-caps  and  flock  mat- 
trasses.  They  start  up,  and  sally  forwards ;  chaunting, 
midst  the  deserted  streets,  and  with  eyes  turned  sapiently 
towards  the  moon,  *'  Long  life  to  the  King  of  Book-Col- 
lectors, Harlby,  Earl  op  Oxford  !" 

LoREN.    A  truce,  Lysander  !  I  entreat  a  truce ! 

Lysand.    To  what  ? 

LoRBN.    To  this  discourse.    You  must  be  exhausted. 

Phil.  Indeed  I  agree  with  Lorenzo  :  for  Lysander  has 
surpassed,  in  prolixity,  the  reputation  of  any  orator 
within  St.  Stephen's  chapel.  It  only  remains  to  eclipse, 
in  a  similar  manner,  the  speeches  which  were  deli- 
vered at  Hardy's  trial — and  then  he  may  be  called  the 
Nonpareil  of  orators ! 

Lysand.  If  you  banter  me,  I  am  dumb.  Nor  did  I 
know  that  there  was  any  thing  of  eloquence  in  my  chit- 
chat. If  Lisardo  had  had  my  experience,  we  might  then 
have  witnessed  some  gUttcring  exhibitions  of  imagina- 
tion in  the  book-way ! 

Lis.  My  most  excellent  friend,  I  will  strive  to  obtain 
this  experience,  since  you  are  pleased  to  compliment  me 
upon  what  I  was  not  conscious  of  possessing — But,  in 
truth,  Lysander,  our  obligations  to  you  are  infinite. 

Lysand.  No  more;  unless  you  are  weary  of  this 
discourse— 

Phil^    Lis.    Weary !  ? 

LoREN.  Let  me  here  exercise  my  undeniable  authority. 
A  sandwich,  like  the  evening  rain  after  a  parching  day, 
will  recruit  Lysander's  exhausted  strength.  What  say 
you? 

Lysand.  "  I  shall  in  all  things  obey  your  high  com- 
mand." But  hark — I  hear  the  outer  gate  bell  ring! 
The  ladies  are  arrived :  and  you  know  my  bashfiil- 
ness  in  female  society.  Adieu,  Bibliomania  !  'till  the 
morrow. 
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LoREN.  Nay,  you  are  drawing  too  dismal  cbnclu- 
sions.  My  sisters  are  not  sworn  enemies  to  this  kind 
of  discourse. 


^Mo.>i^ 


The  arrival  of  Almansa  and  Belinda,  the  sisters  of 
Ijorenzo  pat  a  stop  to  the  conversation.  So  abrupt  a 
sfl^ice  disconcerted  the  ladies ;  who,  in  a  sudden,  but,  it 
must  be  confessed,  rather  taunting,  strain — asked  whe- 
ther they  should  order  their  bed-chamber  candlesticks, 
and  retire  to  rest  ? 

Lis.  Not  if  you  are  disposed  to  listen  to  the  most 
engaging  book-anecdote  orator  in  his  majesty's  united 
Tealms! 

Alman.  Well,  this  may  be  a  sufficient  induce- 
ment for  us  to  remain.  But  why  so  suddenly  silent, 
gentlemen  ? 

LoRBN.  The  conversation  had  ceased  before  you 
arrived.  We  were  thinking  of  a  hung-beef  sandwich 
and  a  glass  of  madeira  to  recruit  Lysander's  ex- 
hausted powers.  He  has  been  discoursing  ever  since 
dinner. 

Bblind.  I  will  be  his  attendant  and  cup-bearer 
too,  if  he  promises  to  resume  his  discourse.  But 
you  have  probably  dispatched  the  most  interesting 
part 

Lysand.  Not  exactly  so,  I  would  hope,  fair  Lady ! 
Your  brother's  hospitality  will  add  fresh  energy  to 
my  spirit;  and,  like  the  renewed  oil  in  an  exhausted 
lamp,  will  cause  the  flame  to  break  forth  vath  fresh 
q>lendour. 

Beund.  Sir,  I  perceive  your  ingenuity,  at  least, 
has  not  forsaken  you — in  whatever  state  your  me- 
mory may  be ! — 


r-.  >C<i^  -^ii? 


iffjT 


Here    the    sandwiches    made    their    appearance :    and 
Lorenzo  seated  his  guests,   with  his  sisters,  near   him. 
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round* a  small  circular  table.  The  repast  was  quickly 
over  :  and  Philemon^  stirring  the  sugar  within  a  goblet 
of  hot  madeira  wine  and  water,  promised  them  all  a 
romantic  book-story,  if  the  ladies  would  only  lend  a 
gracious  ear.  Such  a  request  ^ras,  of  course,  imme- 
diately complied  with. 

Phil.    The  story  is  short — 

Lis.    And  sweet,  I  ween. 

Phil.    That  remains  to  be  proved.    But  listen. 

You  all  know  my  worthy  iGiend,  Fbrdinand  :  a  very 
Hdluo  Jjbrorum.  It  was  on  a  warm  evening  in  summer 
— about  an  hour  after  sunset — that  Ferdinand  made  his 
way  towards  a  small  inn,  or  rather  village  alehouse, 
that  stood  on  a  gentle  eminence,  skirted  by  a  luxuriant 
wood.  He  entered,  oppressed  with  heat  and  fatigue; 
but  observed,  on  walking  up  to  the  porch  '^  smothered 
with  honey-suckles"  (as  I  think  Cowper  expresses  it), 
that  every  thing  around  bore  the  character  of  neatness 
and  simplicity.  The  holy-oaks  were  tall  and  finely 
variegated  in  blossom :  the  pinks  were  carefully  tied 
up :  and  roses  of  all  colours  and  fragrance  stood  around, 
in  a  compacted  form,  like  a  body-guard,  forbidding  the 
rude  foot  of  trespasser  to  intrude.  Within,  Ferdinand 
found  corresponding  simplicity  and  comfort. 

The  '^  gude "  man  of  the  house  was  spending  the 
evening  with  a  neighbour;  but  poached  eggs  and  a 
rasher  of  bacon,  accompanied  mth  a  flagon'  of  spark- 
ling ale,  gave  our  guest  no  occasion  to  doubt  the 
hospitality  of  the  house,  on  account  of  the  absence  of 
its  master.  A  little  past  ten,  after  reading  some  dozen 
pages  in  a  volume  of  Sir  Egerton  Brydges's  Censurd 
Literaria,  which  he  happened  to  carry  about  him, 
and  partaking  pretty  largely  of  the  aforesaid  eggs  and 
ale,  Ferdinand  called  for  his  candle,  and  retired  to 
repose.  His  bed-room  was  small,  but  neat  and  airy: 
at  one  end,  and  almost  facing  the  window,  there  was  a 
pretty  large  closet,  with  the  door  open :  but  Ferdinand 
was  too  fatigued  to  indulge  any  curiosity  about  what  it 
might  contain. 
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He  extingiiished  his  candle^  and  sank  upon  his 
bed  to  rest.  The  heat  of  the  evening  seemed  to 
increase.  He  became  restless;  and^  throwing  off  his 
qnOt,  and  drawing  his  curtain  aside^  turned  to- 
wards the  window^  to  inhale  the  last  breeze  which 
yet  might  be  wafted  from  the  neighbouring  heath. 
But  no  zephyr  was  stirring.  On  a  sudden^  a  broad 
white  flash  of  lightning — (nothing  more  than  summer 
heat)  made  our  bibliomaniac  lay  his  head  upon  his 
pHIoWy  and  turn  his  eyes  in  an  opposite  direction.  The 
lightning  increased — and  one  flashy  more  vivid  than 
the  rest,  illuminated  the  interior  of  the  closet,  and  made 
manifest — an  eld  mahogany  Book-Case,  stored  with 
BOOKS.  Up  started  Ferdinand,  and  put  his  phosphoric 
treasures  into  action.  He  lit  his  match,  and  trimmed 
his  candle,  and  rushed  into  the  closet — no  longer 
mindful  of  the  heavens — ^which  now  were  in  a  blaze 
with  the  summer  heat. 

The  book-case  was  guarded  both  with  glass  and  brass 
wires — and  the  key — no  where  to  be  found!  Hapless 
man  1 — for,  to  his  astonishment,  he  saw  Marie  d Arthur, 
printed  by  Caxton — Richard  Cceur  de  Lyon,  by  W.  de 
Worde — The  Widow  Edyth,  by  Pynsow— and,  towering 
above  the  rest,  a  large  paper  copy  of  the  original 
edition  of  Princess  Worthies  of  Devon;  while,  lying 
transversely  at  top,  reposed  John  Weever's  Epigrams, 
**  The  spirit  of  Captain  Cox  is  here  revived" — exclaimed 
Ferdinand — ^while,  on  looking  above,  he  saw  a  curious  set 
of  old  plays,  with  Dido,  Queen  of  Carthage,  at  the  head 
of  them  !  What  should  he  do  ?  No  key :  no  chance  of 
handling  such  precious  tomes — 'till  the  morning  light, 
with  the  landlord,  returned !  He  moved  backwards  and 
forwards  with  a  hurried  step — ^prepared  his  pocket  knife 
to  cut  out  the  panes  of  glass,  and  untwist  the  brazen 
wires — but  a  **  prick  of  conscience**  made  him  desist  from 
carrying  his  wicked  design  into  execution.  Ferdinand 
then  advanced  towards  the  window ;  and  throwing  it 
open,  and  listening  to  the  rich  notes  of  a  concert  of 
nightingales,   forgot    the   cause    of    his    torments — 'till^ 
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his  situation   reminding  him  of    '^  The   Churl   (tnd  i\ 

Bird,"  he  rushed  with  renewed  madness  into  the  cup ^^ 

board — ^then  searched  for  the  bell — ^but^  finding  ncme,  ^^ 
he  made  all  sorts  of  strange  noises.  The  landlady  rose,  ^.^ 
and,  conceiving  robbers  to  have  broken  into  the 
stranger's  room,  came  and  demanded  the  cause  of  the 
disturbance. 

"  Madam/'  said  Ferdinand,  "  is  there  no  possibility 
of  inspecting  the  books  in  the  cupboard — ^where  is  the 
key?"  "Alack,  sir,"  rejoined  the  landlady,  "what 
is  there  that  thus  disturbs  you  in  the  sight  of  those 
books  ?  Let  me  shut  the  closet-door  and  take  away  the 
key  of  it,  and  you  will  then  sleep  in  peace."  "  Sleep  in 
peace  /"  resumed  Ferdinand — "  sleep  in  wretchedness,  you 
mean  !  I  can  have  no  peace  unless  you  indulge  me  with 
the  key  of  the  book-case.  To  whom  do  such  gems  be- 
long ?"  "  Sir,  they  are  not  stolen  goods." — "  Madam,  I 
ask  pardon  —  I  did  not  mean  to  question  their  being 
honest  property — but" — "Sir,  they  are  not  mine  or  my 
husband's."  "Who,  madam,  who  is  the  lucky  ownw?" 
"An  elderly  gentieman  of  the  name  of— Sir,  I  am  not 
at  liberty  to  mention  his  name — but  they  belong  to  an 
elderly  gentieman."  "Will  he  part  with  them — ^where 
does  he  live?  Can  you  introduce  me  to  him?" — ^The 
good  woman  soon  answered  all  Ferdinand's  rapid 
queries,  but  the  result  was  by  no  means  satisfactory 
to  him. 

He  learnt  that  these  uncommonly  scarce  and  precious 
volumes  belonged  to  an  ancient  gentieman,  whose  name 
was  studiously  concealed ;  but  who  was  in  the  habit  ol 
coming  once  or  twice  a  week,  during  the  autumn,  to 
smoke  his  pipe,  and  lounge  over  his  books:  sometimes 
making  extracts  from  them,  and  sometimes  making  ob- 
servations in  the  margin  with  a  pencil.  Whenever  a  very 
curious  passage  occurred,  he  would  take  out  a  smaU 
memorandum  book,  and  put  on  a  pair  of  large  tortoise- 
shell  spectacles,  with  powerful  magnifying  glasses,  in 
order  to  insert  this  passage  with  particular  care  and 
neatness.    He  usually  concluded  his  evening  amusements 
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by  sleeping  in  the  very    bed  in  which   Ferdinand  had 
been  lying. 

Such  intelligence  only  sharpened  the  curiosity^  and 
increased  the  restlessness,  of  poor  Ferdinand.  He  re- 
tired to  this  said  bibliomaniacal  bed,  but  not  to  repose. 
The  morning  sun-beams,  which  irradiated  the  book-case 
with  complete  effect,  shone  upon  [hia  pallid  counte- 
nance and  thoughtful  brow.  He  rose  at  five  :  walked  in 
the  meadows  till  seven ;  returned  and  breakfosted — ^stole 
up  stairs  to  take  a  farewell  peep  at  his  beloved  Morte  d' 
Arthur — ^sighed  "three  times  and  more" — paid  his  reck- 
oning; apologised  for  the  night's  adventure;  told  the 
landlady  he  would  shortly  come  and  visit  her  again,  and 
try  to  pay  his  respects  to  the  anonymous  old  gentleman. 
"Meanwhile,"  said  he,  "I  will  leave  no  bookseller's 
shop  in  the  neighbourhood  unvisited,  'till  I  gain  intel- 
ligence of  his  name  and  character."  The  landlady  eyed 
him  steadily ;  took  a  pinch  of  snuff  with  a  significant 
air ;  and,  returning,  with  a  smile  of  triumph,  to  her 
kitchen,  thanked  her  stars  that  she  had  got  rid  of  such 
a  madman  ! 

Ladies  and  gentlemen,  I  have  done. 

Lis.    And  creditably  done,  too! 

Alman.  If  this  be  a  specimen  of  your  previous 
conversation,  we  know  not  what  we  have  lost  by  our 
absence.  But  I  suspect,  that  the  principal  ingredient 
of  poetry,  fiction,  has  a  little  aided  in  the  embellishment 
of  your  story. 

Belin.  This  is  not  very  gallant  or  complimentary  on 
your  part,  Almansa.  I  harbour  no  suspicion  of  its 
verity ;  for  marvellous  things  have  been  told  me,  by  my 
brother,  of  the  whimsical  phrensies  of  book-fanciers. 

LoREN.  If  you  will  only  listen  a  little  to  Lysander's 
sequdy  you  will  hear  almost  equally  marvellous  things; 
which  I  suspect  my  liberally  minded  sister,  Almansa, 
will  put  down  to  the  score  of  poetical  embellishment. 
But  I  see  she  is  conscious  of  her  treasonable  aspersions 
of  the  noble  character  of  bibliomaniacs,  and  is  only 
anxious  for  Lysander  to  resume. 
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Alman.  Sir,  I  entreat  yoa  to  finish  your  History  op 
Bibliomaniacs.  Your  friend,  Philemon,  has  regpaled  ns 
with  an  entertaining  episode,  and  yon  have  probably, 
by  this  time,  recovered  strength  sufficient  to  proceed 
with  the  main  story. 

Lysand.  Madam,  I  am  equally  indebted  to  your 
brother  for  his  care  of  the  body,  and  to  my  friend  for 
his  recreation  of  the  mind.  The  midnight  hour,  I  fear, 
is  swiftly  approaching. 

LoRBN.  It  is  yet  at  a  considerable  distance.  We  have 
nearly  reached  the  middle  of  the  eighteenth  century, 
and  you  may  surely  carry  on  your  reminiscential  exer- 
tions to  the  close  of  the  same.  By  that  time,  we  inay  be 
disposed  for  our  nightcaps. 

Lysand.  Unheeded  be  the  moments  and  hours  which 
are  devoted  to  the  celebration  of  eminent  Book-Collbg- 
TORS !  Let  the  sand  roll  down  the  glass  as  it  will ;  let 
''the  chirping  on  each  thorn"  remind  us  of  Aurora's 
saucy  face  peering  above  the  horizon !  in  such  society, 
and  with  such  a  subject  of  discussion,  who— 

Lis.  Lysander  brightens  as  his  story  draws  to  a  dose : 
his  -  colouring  will  be  more  vivid  than  ever. 

Belind.  Tell  me— arejbibliographers  usually  thus  elo- 
quent ?  They  have  been  described  to  me  as  a  dry,  tech- 
nical race  of  mortals — quoting  only  title-pages  and  dates. 

Lysand.  Madam,  believe  not  the  malicious  evidence 
of  book-heretics.  Let  ladies,  like  yourself  and  your 
sister,  only  make  th^ir  appearance  with  a  choice  set  of 
bibliomaniacs,  at  this  time  of  night,  and  if  the  most 
interesting  conversation  be  not  the  result — I  have  very 
much  under-rated  the  colloquial  powers  of  my  brethr^i. 
But  you  shall  hear. 

We  left  off  with  lauding  the  bibliomaniacal  celebrity 
of  Harley,  Earl  of  Oxford.  Before  the  dispersion  of 
his  grand  collection,  died    John    Bridges,*   a  gende- 

*  BibfioikeecB  Bridgetiano!  Cataloffut :  or  a  Catalogue  of  the  library  of  John 
BBiDOBSy  Esq.y  Gonaistii^  of  above  4000  books  and  manuscripts  in  all  Languages 
and  Faculties ;  particularly  in  Classics  and  History ;  and  especially  the  History 
and  Antiquities  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  kc,  London,  1725,  8to.      Two 
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man^  a  scholar^  and  a  notorious  book-coUector.  The 
catalogue  of  his  books  is  almost  the  first  classically 
arranged  one  in  the  eighteenth  century:  and  it  must 
be  confessed  that  the  collection  was  both  curious  and 
valuable.  Bridges  was  succeeded  by  Anthony  Coluns^* 
the  Free  Thinker ;  a  character  equally  strange  and  un- 
enviable. Book-fieinciers  now  and  then  bid  a  few  shil- 
lings^ for  a  copy  of  the  catalogue  of  his  library ;  and 
some  sly  firee-thinkers^  of  modem  date^  are  not  back- 
ward in  shewing  a  sjrmpathy  in  their  predecessor's  fame, 
by  the  readiness  with  which  they  bid  a  half-guinea,  or 
more,  for  a  priced  copy  of  it 

We  may  here  but  slightly  allude  to  the  bibliographical 
reputation  of  Maittairb,  as  so  much  was  said  of  him 
the  day  before  yesterday  .f 


different  catalogues  of  this  yalnable  ooUeotion  of  books  were  printed.  The  one 
was  analysed,  or  a  eaUiloffue  raitonnS,  to  which  was  prefixed  a  print  of  a  Grecian 
portico,  kc,  with  ornaments  and  statues :  the  other  (expressly  for  the  sale)  was 
an  indigested  and  extremely  confused  one— to' which  was  prefixed  a  print,  designed 
and  engraved  by  A.  Motte,  of  an  oak  felled,  with  a  number  of  men  cutting  down 
and  carrying  away  its  branches ;  illustratiye  of  the  following  Greek  Motto 
inscribed  on  a  scroll  above — Apv6£  TFitfovtniQ  wo^  6vfip  (vXcvcroi ;  "  An  affecting 
memento  (says  Mr.  Nichols,  very  justly,  in  his  Aiiecdote$  of  Bowyer,  p.  £67)  to 
the  coUectors  of  great  libraries,  who  cannot,  or  do  not,  leave  them  to  some  publio 
accessible  repository."  My  friend.  Dr.  Gosset,  was  once  so  fortunate  as  to  pick 
up  for  me  a  lai'ge  paper  copy  of  the  analysed  catalogue,  bound  in  old  blue 
morocco,  and  ruled  with  red  l^es,  for  4f.  1 — **  Happy  day  V* 

*  In  the  year  1780-1,  there  was  sold  by  auction  at  St  Paul's  Ckxffee  House, 
in  St.  Paul's  Church  Yard  (beginning  every  evening  at  five  o'clock),  the  library 
of  the  celebrated  Free  Thinker,  Abthont  Collins,  Esq.  "Containing  a 
collection  of  several  thousand  vohunes  in  Greek,  Latin,  English,  fVench,  and 
Spanish ;  in  divinity,  history,  antiquity,  philosophy,  husbandry,  and  all  polite 
literature :  and  especially  many  curious  travels  and  voyages ;  and  many  rare 
and  valuable  pamphlets."  This  collection,  which  is  divided  into  two  patit  (the 
first  containing  8461  articles,  the  second  8442),  is  well  worthy  of  being  consulted 
by  the  theologian  who  is  writing  upon  any  controverted  point  of  divinity ;  as 
there  are  articles  in  it  of  the  rarest  occurrence.  The  singular  character  of  its 
o?nier  and  of  his  works  is  well  kno?ni :  he  was  at  once  the  friend  and  the 
opponent  of  Locke  and  Clarke,  who  both  were  anxious  for  the  conversion  of  a 
character  of  such  strong,  but  misguided,  talents.  The  former,  on  his  death-bed, 
wrote  Collins  a  letter  to  be  delivered  to  him  after  his  decease,  which  was  full  of 
affection  aod  good  advioe. 

f  The  reader  will  find  some  account  of  MAiTTAiBifs  bibliographical  labours  at 
p.  47,  ante  ;  and  of  his  editions  of  the  ancient  Classios,  at  p.  442;  voL  ii,  of 
my  JfUroduUion  to  ths  Knowledge  qf  rare  and  valuable  editions  (if  the  Oreei  and 
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BfiLiN.  All  this  may  be  very  learned  and  just.  Bat 
of  these  gentlemen  I  find  no  account  m  the  fashionable 
necrologies. 

LoREN.  Only  wait  a  little^  and  Lysander  will  break 
forth  with  the  mention  of  some  transcendental  biblio- 
maniac. 

Lysand.  Yes,  ever  renowned  Richard  Mead  !*  thy 
pharmacap(Bal  reputation  is  lost  in  the  blaze  of  thy 
bibHomctniacal  glory !  iEsculapius  may  plant  his  herbsd 
crown  round  thy  brow,    and   Hygeia  may  scatter    her 


Latin  Clatnet,  He  need  here  only  be  informed  that  Maittaire's  books  were  sold 
by  auction  in  Koyembery  1748,  and  January,  1749;  the  catalogue  of  them 
forming  (wo  parts,  with  one  of  these  dates  affixed  to  each.  The  collection  must 
have  been  uncommonly  numerous ;  and  of  their  intrinsic  value  the  reader  wiU 
best  judge  by  the  following  extract  from  the  "AdyertiBement,"  by  Cock  the 
auctioneer,  at  the  back  of  the  title-page  :  "tho'  the  books,  in  tiieir  present  con- 
dition,  make  not  the  most  ostentatious  appearance,  yet,  like  the  late  worthy 
possessor  of  them,  however  plain  their  outside  may  be,  they  contain  within  an 
invaluable  treasure  of  ingenuity  and  learning.  In  fine,  this  is  (after  fifty  years' 
diligent  search  and  labour  in  collecting)  thb  bntibb  libbabt  of  Mr.  Maittairb  ; 
whose  judgement  in  the  choice  of  books,  as  it  ever  was  confessed,  so  are  they, 
undoubtedly,  fax  beyond  whatever  I  can  attempt  to  say  in  their  praise.  In 
exhibiting  them  thus  to  the  public,  I  comply  with  the  will  of  my  deceased  friend ; 
and  in  printing  the  catalogue  from  lus  own  coft  just  as  he  left  it  (tho*  by  so 
doing  it  is  the  more  volimiinous)  I  had  an  opportunity,  not  only  of  doing  the 
justice  I  owe  to  his  memory,  but  also  of  gratifying  the  curious."  I  incline 
strongly  to  think  there  were  no  copies  of  this  catalogue  printed  upon  huge  paper. 
When  priced,  the  usual  copy  brings  a  fair  round  sum. 

*  It  is  almost  impossible  to  dwell  on  the  memory  of  this  griat  man,  without 
emotions  of  delight — ^whether  we  consider  him  as  an  eminent  physician,  a  friend 
to  literature,  or  a  collector  of  books,  pictures,  and  coins.  Benevolence,  mag- 
nanimity,  and  erudition  were  the  striking  features  of  his  character.  His  house 
was  the  general  receptacle  of  men  of  genius  and  talent,  and  of  every  thing 
beautiful,  precious,  and  rare.  His  curiosities,  whether  books,  or  coins,  or  pictures, 
were  freely  laid  open  to  the  public  ;  and  the  enterprising  student,  and  experienced 
antiquary,  alike  found  amusement  and  a  courteous  reception.  He  was  known  to 
all  foreigners  of  intellectual  distinction,  and  corresponded  both  with  the  artisan 
and  the  potentate.  The  great  patron  of  literature,  and  the  leader  of  his  pro* 
fession,  it  was  hardly  possible,  as  Lysander  has  well  observed,  "  for  modest  merit 
if  properly  introduced  to  him,  to  depart  unrewarded  or  ungratified." .  The 
deigy,  and,  in  general,  all  men  of  learning,  received  his  advice  gratuitously ; 
and  his  doors  were  open  every  morning  to  the  most  indigent,  whom  he  fre- 
quently assisted  with  money.  Although  his  income,  from  his  professional 
practice,  was  very  considerable,  he  died  by  no  means  a  rich  man— so  lai^  were 
the  sums  which  he  devoted  to  the  encouragement  of  literature  and  the  fine  arts  f 
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comncopia  of  roses  at  thy  feet — ^but  what  are  these  things 
compared  with  the  homage  offered  thee  by  the  Gesners, 


The  sale  of  Dr.  Mead's  Booh  commenced  on  the  18th  of  NoTomber,  1754,  and 
again  on  the  7th  of  April,  1755 :  lasting  together  57  days.  The  sale  of  the 
prinii  and  drawings  continued  14  nights.  The  gem8,  bronzes,  bustt,  and  anti- 
quitiesy  8  days. 

His  books  produced £5496  15.  0 

Pictures 8417  11    0 

Prints  and  drawings 1908  14    0 

Coins  and  medals .    .    .    , 1977  17    0 

Antiquities 8246  15    0 


Amount  of  all  the  sales £16,047    12    0 


It  would  be  difficult  to  mention,  within  a  moderate  compass,  all  the  rare  and 
curious  articles  which  his  library  contained — but  the  following  are  too  conspicuous 
to  be  passed  over.  The  Spira  VirgU,  of  1470,  PfiiUtinff's  TewnUauhl^t,  1527, 
Brandts  SiuU^/era  Navis,  1498,  and  the  Aldine  PdrarcK,  of  1501,  ALL  UPON 
VELLX7M.  The  laige  paper  Olivets  Cicero  was  purchased  by  Dr.  Askew, 
for  liL  lis,,  and  was  sold  again  at  his  sale  for  862.  15f.  The  King  of  France 
bought  the  editio  princeps  of  Pliny  Senior  for  11/.  lis:  and  Mr.  Wilcock, 
a  bookseller,  bought  the  magnificently  illuminated  Pliny  by  Jenson,  of  1472, 
for  18/.  18f :  of  which  Maittaire  has  said  so  many  fine  things.  The  French 
'books,  and  all  the  works  upon  the  Fine  Arts,  were  of  the  first  rarity  and  value, 
and  bound  in  a  sumptuous  manner.  'V^nstanley's  Prospects  of  Audley  End 
brought  50/.  An  amusing  account  of  some  of  the  pictures  will  be  found  in 
Mr.  Beloe's  Anecdotes  qf  Literature  and  scarce  Books,  toL  i.,  166,  71.  But 
consult  also  NichMs  Anecdotes  o/Bowyet*,  p.  225,  &c.  Of  the  catalogue  of  Dr. 
Mead's  books,  there  were  only  six  copies  printed  upon  laiye  paper.  See 
BibL  Lort,  no.  1149.  J  possess  one  of  these  copies,  uncut  and  priced.  Dr.  Mkad 
had  parted,  in  his  life-time,  to  the  present  king^s  father,  with  several  miniature 
pictures  of  great  value  (Walpole  Anec.,  vol.  i.,  165)  by  Isaac  Oliver  and  Holbein, 
which  are  now  in  his  majesty's  collection.  Dr.  Askew  had  purchased  his  Greek 
MSS.  for  500/.    Pope  has  admirably  well  said. 

Rare  monkish  mamLsoripts  for  HsAam  alone, 
AndBooks  foa  Head,  and  biUterfiies  for  Sloaitx." 

EptstU  iv. 

Upon  which  his  commentator,  Warburton,  thus  observes :  "  These  were  two 
eminent  physicians  ;  the  one  had  an  excellent  library,  the  other  the  finest  colleo' 
tion  in  Europe  of  natural  curiosities."  For  nearly  half  a  century  did  Dr.  Mead 
pursue  an  imrivalled  career  in  his  profession.  He  was  (perhaps  "  thrice")  pre- 
sented with  the  presidentship  of  the  College  of  Physicians,  which  he  {"  thrice") 
refused.  One  year  it  is  said  he  made  7000/.,  a  g^reat  sum  in  his  time  t  His 
regular  emoluments  were  between  5000/.  and  6000/.  per  annum.  He  died  on  the 
25th  of  February,  1754,  in  the  81st  year  of  his  age.  On  his  death.  Dr.  Abkew^ 
who  seems  to  have  had  a  sort  of  filial  veneration  for  his  character,  and  whose 
pursuits  were  in  every  respect  congenial  with  Dr.  Mead's,  presented  the  College  of 
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BailletSy  and  Le  Longs,  of  old?    What  avail  even  the 
roseate  blushes   of  thousands,  whom  thy  medical   skill. 


Physidaiis  with  a  marble  bost'of  him,  beautifully  executed  by  Roubilliac,  and 
for  which  he  paid  the  sculptor  1(KM.  A  whimsioal  anecdote  is  oohneoted  with  the 
execution  of  thia  bust.  Boubilliac  agreed  with  Dr.  Askew  for  50^. :  the  doctor 
found  it  BO  highly  fimshed  that  he  paid  him  for  it  1002.  The  sculptor  said  this 
was  not  enough,  and  brought  in  a  bill  for  108/.  2f.  Dr.  Askew  paid  this  demand, 
even  to  the  odd  shillings,  and  then  enclosed  the  receipt  to  Mr.  Hogarth,  to  pro- 
duce at  the  next  meeting  of  artists.  Nichols's  Anee,  djf  Bowyttf  p.  580.  "I. 
cannot  help,"  says  Mr.  Edwards,  the  late  ornithologist^  '*  informing  succeeding 
generations  that  they  may  see  the  real  feaiwrti  of  Dr.  Mead  in  this  bust :  for  1, 
who  was  as  well  acquainted  with  Ids  face  as  any  man  living,  do  pronounce  this 
bust  of  him  to  be  so  like  that,  as  often  as  I  see  it,  my  mind  is  filled  with  the 
strongest  idea  of  the  originaL"  Heame  speaks  of  the  Mkadraw  Familt  with 
proper  respect,  in  his  A  lured  de  Beverly,  p.  XLV. ;  and  in  Walter  Hemingford, 
yoL  L,  xxxT.  In  Ids  Oulidmut  Nutrigenni,  vol.  iii.,  p.  744  (note),  he  says  of 
our  illustrious  bibliomaniac : — *'  that  most  excellent  physician,  and  truly  great 
man,  Dr.  Bichard  Mead,  to  whom  I  am  eternally  obliged."  There  is  an  idle 
stoiy  somewhere  told  of  Dr.  Mead's  declining  the  acceptance  of  a  challenge  to 
fight  with  swords — alleging  his  want  of  skill  in  the  art  of  fencing :  but  this 
seems  to  be  totally  void  of  authority.  Thus  far,  concemiog  Dr.  Mead,  from  the 
first  edition  of  this  work,  and  the  paper  entitled  "The  Director."  The  follow- 
ing particulars,  which  I  have  recently  learnt  of  the  Mxad  Familt,  from  John 
Kicholl,  Esq.,  my  neighbour  at  Kensington,  and  the  maternal  grandson  of  the 
Doctor,  may  be  thought  well  worth  subjoining.  Matthsw  Mkad,  his  £Kther, 
was  a  clergyman.  He  gave  up  his  living  at  Stepney  in  1662 ;  which  was  after- 
wards divided  into  the  four  fine  livings  now  in  the  gift  of  Brazen-Nose  College, 
Oxford.  His  parishioners  built  him  a  chapel ;  but  he  retired  to  a  farm  in  the 
country,  and  had  the  reputation  of  handling  a  bullock  as  well  as  any  butcher  in 
the  county.  He  went  abroad  in  the  reign  of  James  II.,  and  had  his  sons,  Samuel 
and  Richard,  educated  under  Orasvius.  Saxubl  Mkad,  kU  brother,  was  a  dis- 
tinguished Chancery  barrister,  and  got  his  4000^  per  ann.  ;  his  cronies  were  Wil- 
braham  and  Lord  Haroourt  These,  with  a  few  othereminent  barristers,  used  to  meet 
at  a  coffee-house,  and  diink  their  favourite,  and  then  fashionable,  liquor-ladled 
Bishop,  which  consisted  of  red  wine,  lemon,  and  sugar.  Samuel  was  a  shy  cha- 
racter, and  loved  privacy.  He  had  a  good  country  house,  and  handsome 
chambers  in  Lincoln's  Inn,  and  kept  a  carriage  for  his  sister's  use,  having  his 
ooachmaker's  arms  painted  upon  the  paneL  What  is  very  characteristic  of  the 
modesty  of  his  profession,  he  pertinaciously  refused  a  rilk  gown !  A  word  or 
two  remains  to  be  said  of  our  illustrious  bibliomaniac  Riohabd.  His  brother 
left  him  80,000/.,  and  giving  full  indulgence  to  his  noble  literary  feelings,  the 
Doctor  sent  Carte,  the  historian,  to  France,  to  rummage  for  MSS.  of  ThuoMMt, 
and  to  restore  the  castrated  passages  which  were  not  originally  published  for  fear 
of  offending  certain  families.  He  made  Buckley,  the  editor,  procure  the  best 
ini  and  paper  from  Holland,  for  this  edition  of  l^uanus,  which  was  published 
at  his  own  expense  ;  and  the  Doctor  was  remarkably  solicitous  that  nothing  of 
exterior  pomp  and  beauty  should  be  wanting  in  the  publication.  The  result 
verified  his  most  sanguine  expectation ;    for  a  finer  edition  of  a  valuable  histo- 
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may  liave  snatched  firom  a  premature  grave — compared 
with  the  life,  vigonr,  animation  and  competition  which 
thy  example  infused  into  the  book- world  ! 

The  tears  shed  by  virtuous  bibliomaniacs  at  Harley's 
death  were  speedily  wiped  away,  when  the  recollection 
of  thine,  and  of  thy  contemporary's,  Folkbs's*  fame,  was 


litn  hM  nerer  seen  the  light  Dr.  Ward,  says  Mr.  Miohols,  is  supposed  to  have 
wittten  Mead's  Latin,  but  the  faot.is  not  bo  ;  or  it  is  exclusiyely  applicable  to 
tlie  UiUr  pieces  of  Mead.  The  Doctor  died  in  his  88rd  year  (and  in  full  pos- 
sesion of  his  mental  powers),  from  a  fall  occasioned  by  the  negligence  of  a  ser- 
fiort.  He  was  a  great  diajpwttie  physician ;  and,  when  he  thought  deeply, 
was  gmenUy  correct  in  judging  of  the  disorder  by  the  appearance  of  the 


*  **A  C<UaloffU€  qf  (As  entire  and  valuahU  Itbrasry  qf  Mabtin  Folkis,  Esq., 
ftvaident  of  the  Royal  Society,  and  Member  of  the  Royal  Academy  of  Sciences 
at  Parii^  lately  deceased ;  which  will  be  sold  by  auction,  by  Samuel  Baker,  at 
bis  hoine  in  York  Street^  Coyent-Garden.  To  begin  on  Monday,  February  2, 
175d,  and  to  oontinue  for  forty  days  succesdvely  (Sundays  excepted).  Catalogues 
to  be  had  at  most  of  the  considerable  places  in  Europe,  and  all  the  booksellers 
of  Gfeat  Britain  and  Ireland.  Price  sixpence."  This  collection  was  an  exceed- 
ing fine  one ;  enriched  with  many  books  of  the  choicest  description,  which 
Mr.'  FoDces  bad  acquired  in  his  travels  in  Italy  and  Germany.  The  works  on 
natoial  history,  coins,  medals,  inscriptions,  and  on  the  fine  arts  in  general,  formed 
the  most  Talni^le  department— those  on  the  Greek,  Latin,  and  Rnglish  classics 
wars  eompantiyely  of  inferior  importance.  It  is  a  great  pity  the  catalogue  was 
not  better  digested ;  or  the  books  classed  according  to  the  nature  of  their  con- 
tents. Tlie  following  prices,  for  some  of  the  more  rare  and  interesting  articles, 
win  amuse  a  bibliographer  of  the  present  day.  The  chronicles  of  Fabian,  Hall, 
and  Qnfton,  did  not,  altogether,  bring  quite  21,,  though  the  copies  are  described 
ss  perfect  and  fair.  There  seems  to  have  been  a  fine  set  of  Sir  Wm.  Dugdale's 
Woiks  (Nos.  8074-81)  in  18  vols.,  which,  coUeotiyely,  produced  about  80  guineas  I 

At  the  present  day,  they  are  worth  about  250/. In  Spanish  lUeraiwre,  the  his- 

tofy  of  South  America,  by  John  Duan  and  Ant.  di  UUoa,  Madr.,  foL,  in  5  vols., 
was  sold  far  61. :  a  fine  huge  paper  copy  of  the  description  of  the  monastery  of 
St  Lorenzo,  and  the  Escorial,   Madr.,  1657,  brought  1/.  2f. ;    de  Lastancsa's 

Spanish  medals,  Huesca,  fol.,  1645,  2/.  2f. In  English,  the  first  edition  of 

Shakq>eare,  16^,  which  is  now  what  a  French  bibliographer  would  say,  "  presque 

introurable,"  produced  the  sum  of  8/.  8t. ;    and  Fuller's  Worthies,  18t.  I 

Fine  Arts,  AnHquiUa,  and  Voyages,  Sandrart's  works,  in  9  folio  volumes  (of 
which  a  fine  perfect  copy  is  now  rarely  to  be  met  with,  and  of  very  great  value) 
were  sold  for  W,  ISi.  only :  Desgodetz  Roman  edifices,  Paris,  1682,  42.  lOi. 
Galleria  Ginstiniano,  2  vols.,  fol.,  13^  18«.  Le  Bran's  Voyages  in  Muscovy,  kc, 
in  laigo  paper,  H,  is.  De  Rossi's  Raocolta  de  Statue,  &c.,  Rom.,  1704,  61.  lOi. 
Medaillea  da  Regne  de  Louis  le  Grand  :  de  I'lmp.  Roy.  1.  p.  fol.,  1702, 5^  15f.  6d. 

Hie  works  on  Natural  History  brought  still  higher  prices :  but  the  whole, 

frtm  the  present  depreciation  of  money,  and  increased  rarity  of  the  articles, 
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excited  in  their  bosoms.  Illustrious  Bibliomaniacs ! 
your  names  and  memories  will  always  live  in  the  hearts 
of  noble-minded  Literati:  the  treasures  of  your  Mu- 
seams  and  Libraries-your  liberal  patronage  and  ever- 
active  exertions  in  the  cause  of  virtu — whether  con- 
nected with  coins^  pictures,  or  books — caii  never  be 
banished y  at  least,  from  my  grateful  mind: — And  if,  at 
this  solemn  hour,  when  yonder  groves  and  serpentine 


would  now  bring  thrice  the  sums  then  giTcn. — Of  the  Chrtek  and  Latin  Clame$f 
the  Pliny  of  1469  and  1472  were  sold  to  Dr.  Askew,  for  11^  lU  and  71.  17<.  6d. 
At  the  Doctor's  sale  they  brought  48^.  and  2Sl.,  although  the  first  was  lately  sold 
(A.D.  1805)  among  some  duplicates  of  books  belonging  to  the  British  Museum, 
at  a  much  lower  prioe :  the  copy  was,  in  fact,  neither  large  nor  beautiful.    Those 
in  Lord  Spencer's,  and  the  Hunter  and  Cracherode  collections,  are  greatly  supe- 
rior, and  would  each  bring  more  than  double  the  price.      From  a  priced  copy  of 
the  sale  catalogue,  upon  large  paper,  and  uncut,  in  my  possession,   I  find  that 
the  amount  of  the  sale,  consisting  of  6126  articles,  was  S091/.  6«.    The  PriMts, 
and  Drawings  of  Mr.  Folkes  occupied  a  sale  of  8  days :  and  his  pictures,  gemSf 
coins,  and  fnathemattcal  instruments,  of  five  days.     Mr.  Mabtin  Folksb  may 
justly  be  ranked  among  the  most  useful,  as  well  as  splendid,  literary  oharacten^ 
of  which  this  country  can  boast.    He  appears  to  have  imbibed,  at  a  very  early 
age,  an  extreme  passion  for  science  and  literature ;    and  to  have  distinguished 
himself  so  much  at  the  University  of  Cambridge,  under  the  able  tuition  of  Dr* 
Laughton,  that,  in  his  28rd  year,  he  was  admitted  a  Fellow  of  the  Royal  Society. 
About  two  years  afterwards  he  was  chosen  one  of  the  council ;  and  rose  in  sue- 
oession  to  the  chair  of  the  presidentship,  which,  as  Lysander  above  truly  says,  he 
filled  with  a  credit  and  celebrity  that  has  since  never  been  surpassed.    On  this 
occasion  he  was  told  by  Dr.  Jurin,  the  Secretary,  who  dedicated  to  him  the  84th 
vol.  of  the  Transactions,  that  "the  greatest  man  that  ever  lived  (Sir  Isaac  New- 
ton) singled  him  out  to  fill  the  chair,  and  to  preside  in  the  society,  when  he  him- 
self was  so  frequently  prevented  by  indisposition  ;  and  that  it  was  su£Bcient  to 
say  of  him  that  he  was  Sir  Isaacs  friend,"    Within  a  few  years  afterwards,  he 
was  elected  President  of  ihe  Society  of  Antiquaries.    Two  situations,  the  filling 
of  which  may  be  considered  as  the  ne  plus  ultra  of  literary  distinction.    Mr. 
Folkes  travelled  abroad,  with  his  family,  about  two  years  and  a  half,  visiting  the 
cities  of  Rome,  Florence,  and  Venice— where  he  was  noticed  by  almost  every 
person  of  rack  and  reputation,  and  whence  he  brought  away  many  a  valuable 
article  to  enrich  his  own  collection.    He  was  bom  in  the  year  1690,  and  died 
of  a  second  stroke  of  the  palsy,  under   which  he  langmshed  for  three  years, 
in  1754.    He  seems  to  have  left  behind  him  a  considerable  fortune.    Among  hia 
numerous  bequests  was  one  to  the   Royal  Society  of  200/.,  along  with  a  fine 
portrait  of  Lord  Bacon,  and  a  large  cornelian  ring,  with  the  arms  of  the  society 
engraved  upon  it,  for  the  perpetual  use  of  the  president  and  his  successors  in 
office.    The  MSS.  of  his  own  eomposition,  not  being  quite  perfect,  were,  to  the 
great  loss  of  the  learned  world,  ordered  by  him  to  be  destroyed.     The  following 
wood-cut   portrait  is  taken  from  a  copper-plate  in  the   Portraits  des  Homines 
Jllustres  de  Denmark,  4to. ,  7  parts,  1746 :    part  4th,   a  volume  which  abounds 
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walks  are  Bleeping  in  the  quiet  of  moon-%lit,  your 
siHiits  could  be  seen  placidly  to  flit  along,  I  would  burst 
from  this  society — dear  and  congenial  as  it  is — to  take 
yonr  last  instructions,  or  receive  your  last  warnings, 
respecting  tlie  rearing  of  a  future  age  of  bibliomaniai'S  I 
Ye  were,  in  good  earnest,  noble-hearted  book-heroes ! — 
bat  I  wander : — forgive  me  ! 

Alhan.     Pray   keep  to  this  earth,  and  condescend   to 
notice  us  mortals  of  flesh  and  blood,  who  have  heard  ■ 
of  Dr.   Mead,  and  Martin  Folkes,  only    as    eminently 
Uamed  and  tasteful  characters. 

Lysand.  I  crave  your  foi^veness.  But  Dr.  Mead's 
cabinet  of  coins,  statues,  and  books,  was  so  liberally 
thrown  open  for  the  public  inspection  that  it  was 
hardly  possible  for  modest  merit,  if  properly  made  known 
to  him,  to  depart  unrewarded  or  ungratifled.  Nor  docs 
the  renowned  Preadent  of  the  Boyal  and  Antiquarian 
Societies — Martin  Folkes — merit  a  less  warm  eulogy ; 
for  he  filled  these  distinguished  situations  with  a  credit 
which  has  never  since  been  surpassed. 

But  there  is  yet  an  illustrious  tribe  '  to  be  recorded. 
We  have,  first,  Richard  Rawlinson,*  brother  of  the 


«ttb  ■  BDmbOT  of  coppcr-plata  engravinea,  leorkd  off  in  a  i^le  of  lUcommoD 
ekwnaai  Bod  brillianajr.  Bome  of  tbe  portraits  tbemselTM  are  nttber  stiff  and 
tnxH'iiBMJTB;  but  the  T%nett«B  are  unifarmly  tasteful  uid  agroeable.  Tlie 
■ana  parta  are  tareljr  found  in  an  equal  itate  at  perfection. 

Dr.  Btrofa  haa  drawn  a  Tery  just  and  intersating 
eharaotar  of  tUs  eminent  man,  whioh  ma;  b«  found 
in  NiohoU's  Awtcdola  qf  BBU^er,  pp.  Ga2-7 
Edwards,  the  late  omithologiiit,  baa  described 
in   k    ample,    but  appropriate,   msjiiiDr 
MeDMd,"  nj>  he,  "to  hare  attained  to  univenal   i 
knowledge ;  for,  in  the  many  opportunities  I  bave  I 
had  of  being  in  his  oompao; ,  almoat  ststj  part  | 
of  KJeaoe  haa  happened  to  be  the  subject  of 
oonne,  all  of  which  he  handled  aa  an  adapt.     He 

ftmn  an  pedantrj  and  pride,  and,  in  averf  rasi: 
tbo  real,  unaffected,  fine  gentleman." 


(» 
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renowned  •  Tom  FoUo,  whose  choice  and  tastefiil  collec- 
tion  of  books,  as  recorded  in  auctioneering  annals,  is 


In  Vioo  dicto  York-street,  Coyent  Garden,    London!,   Die   LnnsD  29   IfarU 
MDOCLVi."    With  the  following  whimsical  Greek  motto  in  the  title-page : 

Koi  yap  6  ToiifQ  Ztii  r6  <riraWor  OavfidftraL 

EUBTJLUS. 

("  The  peacock  is  admired  on  account  of  its  rarity/') 
This  Talnable  library  must  have  contained  nearly  25,000  volumes,  multiplying 
the  number  of  articles  (9405)  by  8 — the  usual  mode  of  calculation.  Unfortu- 
nately, as  was  the  case  with  Dr.  Mead*s  and  Mr.  Folkes's,  the  books  were  not 
arranged  according  to  any  particular  dassificatioD.  Old  black-letter  RngKsh 
were  mixed  with  modem  Italian,  French,  and  Latin ;  and  novels  and  romances 
interspersed  with  theology  and  mathematics.  An  alphabetical  arrangement,  be 
the  books  of  whatever  kind  they  may,  will  in  general  obviate  the  inconvenience 
felt  from  such  an  undigested  plan ;  and  it  were  "  devoutly  to  be  wished,"  by  all 
true  bibliographers,  that  an  act  of  parliament  should  pass  for  the  due  observance 
of  this  alpbabetioEtl  order.  We  all  know  our  A,  B,  C,  but  have  not  all  ana- 
lytical heads  ;  or  we  may  differ  in  oiu-  ideas  of  analysis.  The  scientific  and 
alphabetical  united  is  certainly  better;  like  Bfr.  Harris's  excellent  cata- 
logue, noticed  at  p.  99,  ante.  The  "  Miihode  pour  drester  ttne  btbliothtque^ 
about  which  De  Bure,  Formey,  and  Peignot  have  so  solemnly  argned,  is  not 
worth  a  moment's  discussion.  Every  man  likes  to  be  his  own  librarian,  as  well 
as  "  his  own  broker."  But  to  return  to  Dr.  Bawlinson's  collection.  On  examining 
a  priced  catalogue  of  it,  which  now  lies  before  me,  I  have  not  found  any  higher 
sum  offered  for  a  work  than  4^.  1«.  for  a  collection  of  fine  prints,  by  Ald^grever. 
(No^  9406.)  The  Greek  and  Latin  Classios,  of  which  there  were  few  EdiHtmet 
Principei,  or  on  large  paper,  brought  the  usual  sums  given  at  that  period.  The 
old  English  black-letter  books,  which  were  pretty  thickly  scattered  throughout 
the  collection,  were  sold  for  exceedingly  low  prices — ^if  the  copies  were  perfect. 
Witness  the  following  :  £.«.<!. 

The  Newe  Testament  hi  English,  1500 029 

The  Ymage  of  both  Churches,  after  the  Revelation  of  St.  John,  by 

Bale,  1550 016 

The  boke  called  the  Pype  or  Tonne  of  Perfection,  by  Richard 

Whytforde,  1653  .    .    . 0    19 

The  Visions  of  Pierce  Plowman,  1561 020 

The  Creede  of  Pierce  Plowman,  1582 016 

The  Bookes  of  Moses,  in  English,  1530 089 

Bale's  Actes  of  English  Votaryes,  1550 013 

The  Boke  of  Chivahrie,  by  Caxton 0  11    0 

The  Boke  of  St.  Alban's,  by  W.  de  Worde 110 

These  are  only  very  few  of  the  rare  articles  in  English  literature;  of  the 
whole  of  which  (perhaps  upwards  of  200  in  number)  I  believe  the  boke  of  St. 
Albans  brought  the  highest  sum.  Hence  it  will  be  seen  that  this  was  not  the 
age  of  curious  research  into  the  productions  of  our  ancestors.  Shakspeare  had 
not  then  appeared  in  a  proper  variorum  edition,  Theobald,  Pope,  and  War- 
burton,  had  not  investigated  the  fllacft^Irttet  lore  of  ancient  English  writers 
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deserving  of  high  commendation.  But  his  name  and 
virtues  are  better  known  in  the  University,  to  which 
he  was  a  benefactor,  than  to  the  noisy  circles  of  the 
metropolis.  The  sale  of  Orator  Henlby's  books 
'^  followed  hard  upon"  that  of  Richard  Rawlinson's ; 
and  if  the  spirit  of  their  owner  could,  from  his  '^  gilt 
tub,"  have  witnessed  the  grimaces  and  jokes  which 
marked  the  sale — ^with  the  distorted  countenances  and 
boisterous  laughter  which  Were  to  be  seen  on  every 
side — how  it  must  have  writhed  under  the  smart  of 
general  ridicule,  or  have  groaned  under  the  torture  of 
contemptuous  indignation !    Peace  to  Henley's*   vexed 


for  the  fllufltration  of  their  &vourite  Author.  This  was  reserved  for  Capoll, 
Farmer,  Steevens,  Malone,  Chalmers,  Reed,  and  Douce :  and  it  is  expressly  to 
these  latter  gentlemen  (for  Johnson  and  Hanmer  were  very  sparing,  or  very 
shy,  of  the  black-letter),  that  we  are  indebted  for  the  present  spirit  of  research 
into  the  works  of  our  ancestors.  The  sale  of  the  books  lasted  50  days.  There 
was  a  second  sale  ot  pamphlets,  hooks  qf  prints,  Ac,  in  the  following  year,  which 
lasted  10  days :  and  this  was  immediately  succeeded  by  a  sale  of  the  doctor^s 
single  prifUs  and  drawings,  which  continued  8  days.  Dr.  Rawlinson's  benefac- 
tions to  Oxford,  besides  his  Anglo-Saxon  endowment  at  St.  John's  College,  were 
very  considerable;  including,  amongst  other  cariosities,  a  series  qf  medals  of  the 
Popes,  which  the  Doctor  supposed  to  be  one  of  the  most  complete  collections  in 
Europe ;  and  a  great  number  of  valuable  MSS.,  which  he  directed  to  be  safely 
locked  up,  and  not  to  be  opened  iSil  seven  years  after  his  decease.  He  died  on 
the  6th  of  April,  1755.  To  St.  John's  College,  where  he  had  been  a  gentleman 
commoner.  Dr.  Bawlinson  left  the  bulk  of  his  estate,  amounting  to  near  700^. 
a  year:  a  plate  qf  Abp,  Laud,  81  volumes  of  Parliamentary  Jowmais  and 
Debates,  a  set  of  Rymer^s  Fcsdera,  his  Gh^,  Roman,  and  English  coins,  not 
given  to  the  Bodleian  Library;  all  his  plates  engraved  at  the  expense  of  the 
Society  of  Antiquaries ;  his  diploma,  and  his  heart ;  which  latter  is  placed  in  a 
beautiful  urn  against  the  chapel  wall,  with  this  inscription : 

Urbi  thesaurus,  ibi  cor. 

Rio.  Rawlinson,  LL.D.  k  Ant.  S.S. 

Olim  h^jus  collegii  superioris  ordinis 

oommensalis. 

Obiit.  vi.  Apr.  ICDCOLV. 
Heame  speaks  of  him,  in  the  preface  of  his  TiL  Liv.  For.  Jul  vita  Ben,  V., 
p.  xvi,  as  "vir  antiquis  moribus  omatus,  perque  eam  viam  euns,  quae  ad 
immortalem  gloriam  dudt.' 


»» 


*  This  gentleman's  library,  not  so  remarkable  for  the  black-letter  as  for  whim- 

'  sical  publications,  was  sold  by  auction,  by  Samuel  Patertion  (the  earliest  sale  in 

which  I  find  this  well  known  book-auctioneer  engaged),  in  June,  1759,  and  the 

three  ensuing  evenings.    The  title  of  the  Sale  Catalogue  is  as  follows : 

2  B  2 
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manes! — and.  similar  contempt  await   the  efforts  of  all 
literary  qaacks  and  philosophical  knaves  ! 


^  A  Catalogs  qflMe  oriffimal  M3S,  and  manuteripi  collecttont  of  ike  laU  Reverend 
Mr.  JOHK  Hknlit,  A.M.y  IndependoDt  Bfinister  of  the  Oratory,  fto.,  in  which 
are  included  sundry  ooUeotionfl  of  the  late  Mons.  des  Maixeaux,  the  learned 
editor  of  Bayle,  Ac.,  Mr.  Lo?nide8,  author  of  the  Report  for  the  Amendment  of 
Silver  coinB,  kc,,  Dr.  Patrick  Blair,  Physician  at  Boston,  and  F.RS.,  &c.  Toge. 
ther  with  original  letters  and  papers  of  State,  addressed  to  Henry  d'Avenant^ 
Esq.,  her  Britannic  Majesty's  Envoy  at  Franofort,  from  1703  to  1708  inclusive.^ 
Few  libraries  have  contained  more  carious  and  remarkable  puhlioations  than  did 
this.  The  following  articles,  given  as  notable  specimens,  remind  us  somewhat  of 
Addison's  memoranda  for  the  Spectator,  which  the  waiter  at  the  coffee-house 

picked  up  and  read  aloud  for  the  amusenjent  of  the  company. Na   166. 

Ood's  Manifestation  by  a  Star  to  the  Dutch.  A  mortifying  Fast-Diet  at  Court. 
On  the  Birth  Day  of  the  first  and  oldest  yoimg  Gentleman.    All  oorrupt :  none 

good ;  no,  not  one. 168.  General  Thumbissimo.    The  Spring  reversed,  or 

the  Flandeddn's  Opera  and  Dutch  Pickle  Herrings.  The  Creolean  Fillip,  or 
Royal   Mishap.    A    Martial   Telesoope,    kc.    England's   Passion  Sunday,   and 

April  Changelings. 170.  Speech  upon  Speech.  A  Telescope  for  Toumay.  No 

Battle,  but  worse,  and  the  True  Meaning  of  it.    Ah  Army  beaten  and  interred. 

174.  Signs  when  the  P.  will  come.    Was  Captain   Sw-n,   a  Prisoner  on 

Parole,  to  be  catechised?  David's  Opinion  of  like  Times.  The  Seeds  of  the 
plot  may  rise  though  the  leaves  fall.    A  Perspective,  from  the  Blair  of  Athol. 

The  Pretender's  Popery.    Murder  I   Fire!  Where  I   Where  I 178.   Taking 

Carlise,  catching  an  eel  by   the  taiL    Addreos  of  a  Bishop,  Dean,  and  Clergy. 

Sweairing  to  the  P r,  &c.    Anathema  denounced  against  those  parents. 

Masters,  and  Magistrates,  that  do  not  punish  the  Sin  at  Stokesley.  A  Speech, 
&0.    A  Parallel  between  the  Rebels  to  K.  Charles  I.  and  those  to  his  successor. 

Jane  Cameron  looked  killing  at  Falkirk. 179.  Let  Stocks  be  knighted,  write, 

Sir  Bank,  &c.,  the  Ramhead  Month.  A  Proof  that  the  Writers  agiunst  Popery, 
fear  it  will  be  established  in  this  Kingdom.    A  Scheme  wisely  blabbed  to  root 

and  branch  the  Highlanders.    Let  St.  Patrick  have  fair  Play,  &c. Of  Obator 

Hknlet  I  have  not  been  able  to  coUect  any  biographical  detaUs,  more  interest, 
ing  than  those  which  are  to  be  found  in  Warburton's  notes  to  Pope's  Dunciad  : 
He  was  bom  at  Melton  Mowbray,  in  Lieicostershire,  in  1692,  and  was  brought  up 
at  St.  John's  College,  in  the  University  of  Cambridge.  After  entering  into 
orders,  he  became  a  preacher  in  London,  and  established  a  lecture  on  Sunday 
evenings,  near  Lincoln's-Inn  Fields,  and  another  on  Wednesday  evenings,  chiefly 
on  political  and  scientific  subjects.  Each  auditor  paid  one  shilling  for  admission. 
"  He  declaimed,"  says  Warburton,  "  against  the  greatest  persons,  and  occa- 
sionally did  our  poet  (Pope)  that  honour.  When  he  was  at  Cambridge,  he  began 
to  be  uneasy;  for  it  shocked  him  to  find  ho  was  commanded  to  believe  against 
his  own  judgment  in  points  of  religion,  philosophy,  &c  :  for  his  genius  IcAdhig^ 
him  freely  to  dispute  ail  propositumt,  and  call  all  poinit  to  account,  he  was  im- 
patient under  those  fetters  of  the  free-bom  mind."  When  he  was  admitted  into 
priest's  orders,  he  thought  the  examination  so  short  and  superficial  that  he  con- 
sidered it  not  necessary  to  cof^orm  to  the  Christian  reluj^^m,  in  order  either  to  be 
a  deacon  or  priest"    With  these  qiuxotic  sentiments  he  came  to  town;  and 
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There  are^  I  had  almost  said,  innumerable  contempo- 
raneous   bibliomaniacal    characters    to   be  described-^or 


it 


after  having,  for  some  years,  been  a  writer  for  tbe  booksellers,  he  had  an  am- 
bition to  be  so  for  ministem  of  state."  The  only  reason  he  did  not  rise  in  the 
church,  we  are  told,  "  was  the  envy  of  others,  and  a  disreUsh  entertained  of  him, 
because  he  teat  wA  qual\fied  to  he  a  complete  tpandeL"  •  However,  he  offered  the 
service  of  his  pen  to  two  great  men,  of  opinions  and  interests  directly  oppomte  : 
but  being  rejected  by  both  of  them,  he  set  up  a  new  project,  and  styled  himself, 
*'Tke  restorer  qf  ancient  doqyuoMce,^  Henley's  pulpit,  in  which  he  preached, 
«  was  covered  with  velvet,  and  adorned  with  gold."  It  is  to  this  that  Pope 
alludes,  in  the  firat  couplet  of  his  second  book  of  the  Dnndad : 

Hlghonagotgeousseat^  that  fkr  outshone 

"He  had  also  an  altar,  and  placed  over  it  this  extraordinary  inscription,  *ThA 
primitive  BucharitL*"  We  are  told  by  his  friend  Welsted  (narrative  in  Oratory 
Transact.  No.  1)  that  "  he  had  the  assurance  to  form  a  plan,  which  no  mortal 
ever  thought  <if;  he  had  success  against  all  opposition ;  challenged  his  adversa- 
ries  to  fair  disputations,  and  none  would  dispute  with  him :  he  wrote,  read,  and 
studied,  twelve  hours  a  day ;  composed  three  dissertations  a  week  on  all  subjects ; 
undertook  to  teach  in  one  year  what  schools  and  universities  teach  in  five :  was 
not  terrified  by  menaces,  insults,  or  satires ;  but  still  proceeded,  matured  his 
bold  scheme,  and  put  the  church  and  all  that  in  danger !"  See  note  to  Dunciad, 
book  iii.,  v.  199.  Pope  has  described  this  extraordinary  character  with  singular 
felicity  of  expression : 

Bat^  where  each  science  lifts  Its  modem  type, 
Hisfry  her  Pot,  Divinity  her  Pipe, 
Whne  proud  philoeophy  repines  to  shew, 
IMshooest  sight  I  his  breeches  rent  below  : 
Imbrown'd  with  native  bronze,  lo  I  Hbklby  stands, 
TaniDg  his  voice  and  balandng  his  hands. 
How  fluent  nonsense  trickles  from  his  tongue ! 
How  sweet  the  periods,  neither  ssid  nor  song  f 
Still  break  the  benches,  Henley  I  with  thy  stzain, 
While  Shkrlocx,  Habi;  and  Gissok,  preach  in  vain. 
Oh  great  restorer  of  the  good  old  stage. 
Preacher  at  once,  and  zany  of  thy  age. 
Oh  worthy  thon,  of  Egypt's  wise  abodes, 
A  decent  priest,  where  monkeys  were  the  gods  f 
Bat  fttte  with  batchers  pUus'd  thy  priestly  stall, 
MeelE  modem  faith  to  murder,  hack,  and  mawl ; 
And  bade  thee  live,  to  crown  Britannia's  praise. 
In  ToitAMD's,  Tjmdal%  and  in  WobiAroM'sdays. 

DuncUtd,  b.  iii,  v.  190,  Ac 

Bromley,  in  his  catalogue  of  engraved  Portraits,  mentions /our  of  orator  Henley: 
two  of  which  are  inscribed,  one  by  Woriidge  "The  Orator  of  Newport 
Market;"  another  (without  engraver's  name)  "A  Rationalist."  There  is  a 
floating  story  which  I  have  heard  of  Henley.  He  gave  out  ^hat  he  would  shew 
a  new  and  expeditious  method  of  converting  a  pair  of  boots  into  shoes.  A  great 
ooncourse  of  people  attended,  expecting  to  see  something  very  marvellous  ;  when 
Henloy  mounted  his  "tub,"  and,  holding  up  a  boot,  he  took  a  knife,  and  cut 
away  the  letj  part  of  the  leather/ 
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rather,  lesser  stars  or  satellites  that  move,  in  their  now 
unperceived  orbits,  around  the  great  planets  of  the 
book  world — but,  at  this  protracted  hour  of  discussion, 
I  will  not.  pretend  even  to  mention  their  names. 

Lis.  Yet,  go  on — ^unless  the  female  part  of  the  au- 
dience be  weary — go  on  describing,  by  means  of  your 
great  telescopic  powers,  every  little  white  star  that  is 
sprinkled  in  this bibliomaniacal  Via  Lacteal* 

Alman.  Upon  my  word,  Lisardo,  there  is  no  subject 
however  barren,  but  what  may  be  made  fruitful  by  your 
metaphorical  powers  of  imagination. 

Lis.  Madam,  I  entreat  you  not  to  be  excursive. 
Lysander  has  taken  a  fresh  sip  of  his  nectar,  and  has 
given  a  hem  or  two — preparing  to  resume  his  narrative. 


*  with  great  submittioii  to  the  "  reminesoentiAl "  talents  of  LyBaader,  he 
might  have  devoted  one  minute  to  the  commendation  of  the  veiy  oorioos  library 
of  John  Htttton,  which  was  disposed  of,  by  anction,  in  the  same  year  (1764) 
in  which  GenL  Dormer^s  was  sold.  Hutton's  library  consisted  almost  entirely  of 
Engliik  LiignUure :  the  rarest  books  in  which  are  printed  in  the  italic  ^rpe. 
When  the  reader  is  informed  that  "lidbi'MOTU  lAft^  Actes,  a$ui  Death  qf  Prmee 
Arthnr,"  and  his  "ancient  order,  toeietie,  and  unitie,  laudable  qf  the  tame,** 
1583,  4to.  (see  n».  2730  ;  concerning  which  my  worthy  friend,  Mr.  Haslewood, 
has  discoursed  so  accurately  and  copiously :  British  Bibliographer,  voL  L, 
pp.  109:  126),  when  he  is  informed  that  this  produced  only  9j.  6(2.— that 
"  ffypherotomaehia,"  1592,  4to,  (no.  2755),  was  sold  for  only  2t.— the  Myrrowr  qf 
Knighthood,  1586, 4to.  (n<^.  2769),  only  6i,—Palmerin  qf  England,  3  pts.  in  8  vols. 
1602, 1689,  4to,  (n».  2767),  I4t.—Painter^t  Palace  qf  Pleasure,  2  vols,  in  1,  J666-7, 
4to.  (no.  2770)— when,  I  say,  the  tender-hearted  bibliomaniac  thinks  that  all 
these  rare  and  precious  black  letter  gems  were  sold,  coDectively,  for  only  21, 16t,  6d.  I 
— what  must  be  his  reproaches  upon  the  lack  of  spirit  which  was  evinced  at  this 
sale  !  Especially  must  his  heart  |melt  within  him,  upon  looking  at  the  produce 
of  some  of  these  articles  at  the  sale  of  George  Steevens'  books,  only  86  years 
afterwards  I  No  depreciation  of  money  can  account  for  this  woful  difference. 
I  possess  a  wretchedly  priced  copy  of  the  Bibl,  Huttaniana,  which  I  purchased, 
without  title-page  or  a  decent  cover,  at  the  sale  of  Mr.  Qough's  books,  for  lli. 
Lysacder  ought  also  to  have  noticed  in  its  chronological  order,  the  extensive 
and  truly  valuable  library  of  Robbbt  Hobltn  ;  the  catalogue  of  which  was 
published  in  the  year  1769,  8vo.,  in  two  parts :  pp.  650.  I  know  not  who  was 
the  author  of  the  arrangement  of  this  collection ;  but  I  am  pretty  confident  that 
the  iudidous  observer  will  find  it  greatly  superior  to  every  tMng  of  its  kind, 
with  hardly  even  the  exception  of  the  Bihliotheca  Crofinana,  It  is  accurately 
and  handsomely  executed,  and  wants  only  an  index  to  make  it  truly  valuable. 
The  collection,  moreover,  is  a  very  sensible  one.  My  copy  is  upon  large  paper; 
which  is  rather  common. 
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Lysand.  We  have  just  passed  over  the  bar  that 
separates  the  one  half  of  the  18th  century  from  the 
other:  and  among  the  ensuing  eminent  collectors, 
whose  brave  fronts  strike  us  with  respect,  is  General 
Dormer  :*  a  soldier  who,  I  warrant  you,  had  faced 
full  many  a  cannon,  and  stormed  many  a  rampart, 
with  courage  .and  success.  But  he. could  not  resist  the 
raging  influence  of  the  Book-Mania:  nor  could  all 
his  embrasures  and  entrenchments  screen  him  from  the 
attacks  of  this  insanity.  His  collection  was  both  select 
and  valuable. 

We  have  before  noticed  the  celebrated  diplomatic 
<Aaracter,  Consul  Smith,  and  have  spoken  with  due 
respect  of  his  library :  let  us  here,   therefore,   pass  by 

^  "  ^     Caialogue  qf  the  genuine  and  elegant  Library  qf  the    late  Sir    C.  C. 
oollecied  by    Lieatenant  General   James    Dormer;    which   will   be  * 


Ui,  ^cc,  by  Samuel  Baker,  at  his  house  iu  York-Street,  Covent  Garden ;  to 
Shrill  on  Monday,  Februaiy  the  20th,  1764,  and  to  continue  the  nineteen 
IJowizi^  erenings."  At  the  end  of  the  catalogue  we  are  told  that  the  books 
fei«  ''in  fipeneral  of  the  best  editions,  and  in  the  finest  condition,  many  of  them 

iatnge  paper,  bound  in  morocco,  gilt  leaves,**  &a  This  was  a  very  choice 
llaetiop  of  books ;« consisting  almost  entirely  of  French,  Greek,  Latin,  Italian, 
d  Spanish.  The  number  of  articles  did  not  exceed  8082 ;  and  of  volumes, 
3baUt7  1^^  7000.  The  catalogue  is  neatly  printed,  and  copies  of  it  on  Uiurge 
per   are  exceedingly  scarce.     Among  the  most  curious  and  valuable  articles 

i  the  foUowing: no.  599.     Les   Glorieuses  Conquestes  de  Louis  le  Grand, 

r  Pontanlt,  en  maroquin,    Paris,  1678.    {**N,  B,    In  this  copy  many  very  fine 

tl     Tare  portraittare  added,  engraved  by  the  most  eminent  masters,") n^.   604. 

kciieil  dee  Maisons  Boyales,  fort  bien  graves  par  Sylvestre,  &c.  (N.  B.  In 
B  l>ook  was  the  following  note.  "  Ce  reeueil  des  Maisons  Hoyales  n*est  pas 
[[tmsimf  eomplet,  en  toutes  manxires,  mats  on  y  a  ajoutS  plusieurs  plans,  que  Von 

trvMipent  que  tris  raremenL" ^no.  731.      Fabian's   Chronicle,  1559. 752, 

ill's    ditto.    1548. 751.     Higden*s  Polychronicon.    1527.     (I   suspect  that. 

-.  Askew  purchased  the  large  paper  Hutchinson's  Xenophon,  and  Hudson's 
mcydides.  n««.  2246,  2585.)-— no.  2249.  Don  Quixote,  por  Cervantes. 
wdTm,  4to.,  1605.  In  hoc  libro  base  nota  est.  "  Cecy  est  VedUion  originale ;  il  y 
ume  autre  du  mesme  annie,  imprimie  en  quarto  d  Madrid,  mais  imprimis  apres 
sy,      Xay  MM  VoMire,  et  je  les  ay  compares  avee  deux  autres  editions  du  mesme 

ftnSe,  1005  ;  une  trnprivuSe  d  Lisbonne,  en  Ho.,  t autre  en  Valentia,  en  8vo." 

\  2900.  Thnanus  by  Buckley,  on  large  paper,  in  14  volumes,  folio ;  a  mag- 
ifioent  copy,  iHustrated  with  many  beautiful  and  rare  portraits  of  eminent 
haracten,  mentioned  by  De  Thou.  (N.  B.  This  very  copy  was  recently  sold 
or  74^)— From  no.  2680  to  the  end  of  the  Catalogue.  (401  articles)  there  ap- 
pears a  choice  collection  of  Italian  and  Spanish  books. 
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him,*  in  order  to  take  a  full  and  complete  view  of  a 
Non-Pared  Collector:  the  first  who,  after  the  days 
of  Richard  Smith,  succeeded  in  reviving  the  love  of 
black-letter  lore  and  of  Caxtonian  typography — ^need  I 
say  Jambs  West  ?t 


*  The  reader  has  had  a  snffidently  parilcalar  aooonnt  of  the  book-ooUectioDa 
of  Consul  Smith,  at  p.  85,  ante,  to  render  any  farther  discuarion  saperfluons. 
As  these  libraries  were  collected  abroad,  the  catalogues  of  them  were  arranged 
in  the  place  here  referred  to. 

f  I  am  now  to  notice,  in  less  romantic  manner  than  Lysander,  a  collection 
of  books,  in  Engliak  Literature,  which,  for  rarity  and  valne,  in  a  proportionate 
number,  have  never  been  equalled ;  I  mean  the  library  of  Jambs  West,  Esq., 
PresidetU  qf  the  Royal  SoeUtif,  The  sale  commenced  on  March  29,  1778,  and 
continued  for  the  twenty-thrte  following  days.  The  catalogue  was  digested  by 
Samuel  Paterson,  a  man  whose  ability  in  suqh  undertakings  has  been  generally 
allowed.  The  titie  was  as  follows :  "  Bibliotheca  Westiaka  ;  A  Catalogue  of 
the  aurious  and  truly  valuable  lihrary  of  the  late  James  West,  Esq.,  Pretident 
of  the  Royal  Society,  deceased ;  comprehending,  a  choice  collection  of  books  in  • 
yarious  languages,  and  upon  most  branches  of  polite  literature :  more  especially 
such  as  relate  to  the  history  and  antiquities  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland ;  their 
early  nayigators,  discoverers,  and  improvers,  and  the  ancient  English  literaiure : 
of  which  there  are  a  great  number  of  uncommon  books  and  tracts,  elucidated 
by  MS.  *notes  and  original  letters,  and  embellished  with  scarce  portraits  and 
devices,  rarely  to  be  found :  including  the  works  of  Caxton,  Lettou,  Maohliniay 
the  anonymous  St.  Albans  school-master,  Wynkyn  de  Worde,  Pynson,  and  the 
rest  of  the  old  English  tsrpographors.  Digested  by  Samuel  Paterson,  and  sold 
by  Messrs.  Langfords."    The  title-page  is  succeeded  by  the 

preface. 

"  The  following  catalogue  exhibits  a  very  curious  and  uncommon  collection  of 
printed  books  and  tracts.  Of  British  History  and  Antiquities,  and  of  Rare  Old 
English  Litemture,  the  most  copious  of  any  which  has  appeared  for  several  years 
past ;  formed  with  great  taste,  and  a  thorough  knowledge  of  authors  and  cha- 
racters, by  that  judicious  critic  and  able  antiquary  the  late  James  West,  Esq., 
IVesident  of  the  Royal  Society.  Several  anonymous  writers  are  herein  brought 
to  light — many  works  enlarged  and  further  explained  by  their  respective  authors 
and  editors — and  a  far  greater  number  illustrated  with  the  MS.  notes  and  ob6ei> 
vations  of  some  of  our  most  respectable  antiquaries  :  among  whom  will  be  found 
the  revered  names  of  Camden,  Selden,  Spelman,  Somner,  Dugdale,  Oibson, 
Tanner,  I^^icolson,  GkJe,  Le  Neve,  Heame,  Anstis,  Lewis,  St.  Amand,  Ames, 
Browne,  Willis,  Stukely,  Mr.  West,  &c.  But,  above  all,  the  intense  implication 
and  unwearied  diligence  of  the  admirable  Bishop  White  Kennett^  upon  the 
ecclesiastical,  monastical,  constitutional,  and  topographical  history  of  '  Oreat 
Britain,  so  apparent  throughout  this  collection,  furnish  matter  even  to  astonish- 
ment ;  and  are  alone  sufficient  to  establish  the  reputation,  and  to  perpetuate  the 
memory,  of  this  illustrious  prelate,  without  any  other  monuments  of  his  great- 
ness."   ''In  an  age  of  general  inquiry,  like  the  present,  when  studies  less  inter- 
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LoRBN.    All  hail  to  thee — transcendant  bibliomaniac 
of  other  times !— of  times,  in  which  my  father  lived, 

eating  give  place  to  the  most  laudable  curiosity  and  thirst  after  investigating 
every  particular  relative  to  the  history  and  literature  of  our  own  country, 
nothing  less  than  an  elaborate  digest  of  this  valuable  library  could  be  expected ; 
and,  as  a  supplement  to  the  history  of  English  literature,  more  desired."  **  That 
task  the  Editor  has  cheerfully  undertaken :  and,  he  flatten^  himself,  executed  as 
well  as  the  short  time  allowed  would  permit.  He  further  hopes,  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  such  who  are  capable  of  judging  of  its  utility  and  importance.'*  "  The 
lovers  of  engraved  English  portraits  (a  species  of  modem  connoisseurship  which 
appears  to  have  been  first  started  by  the  late  noble  Earl  of  Oxford,  afterwards 
taken  up  by  Mr.  West^'Bfr.  Cecils,  editor  of  Cromwell's  State-Papers,  Mr. 
Ames,  &a,  and  since  perfected  by  the  Muse  of  Strawberry-Hill,  the  Rev.  Wm. 
Granger,  and  some  few  more  ingenious  collectors)  may  here  look  to  find  a  con- 
siderable number  of  singular  and  scarce  heads,  and  will  not  be  disappointed  in 
their  search."  Thus  much  Paterson ;  who,  it  must  be  confessed,  has  promised 
more  than  he  has  performed :  for  the  catalogue,  notwithstanding  it  was  the  aeeond 
which  was  published  (the  first  being  by  a  different  hand,  and  most  barbarously 
compiled)  might  have  exhibited  better  method  and  taste  in  its  execution.  Never 
Were  rare  and  magnificent  books  more  huddled  together  and  smothered,  as  it 
were,  than  in  this  catalogue.  Let  us  now  proceed  to  an  analysis  of  Mr.  West's 
Collection. 

1.  Volumet  qf  JIfiieellaneoui  TracU. 
These  volumes  extend  from  no.  148  to  200,  from  915  to  992,  from  1201  to 
1S30,  and  from  n«.  1401  to  1480.— Among  them  are  some  singularly  choice  and 
curioua  articles.    The  following  is  but  an  imperfect  specimen, 
no.  £.  t,  d, 

154.    Atkyns  on  Printing,  vrith  thefrofUUpieee,  &o.,  &c,  4to. 
164.    G.  Whetstone's  Honorable  Plrofession  of  a  Soldier,  1586,  &o.,  4to. 
179.    Life  and  death  of  Wolsey,  1641,  &c 
183.    Nashe's  Lenten  Stuffe,  with  the  Praise  of  the  Bed  Herring, 

1599,  &C.  4to.  (the  three  articles  together  did  not  exceed)    ..       .    0  12    0 
188.    A.  Momynge  Remembrance,  had  at  the  Moneth  Mynde  of  the 
Noble  Prynces  Countesse  of  Ryc^monde,  &o.    Wynkyn  de  Worde, 

&c  4to • .220 

194.  Oh  I  read  over  Dr.  John  Bridges,  for  it  is  a  worthie  Worke, 
&c.  bL  letter,  &c.  4to.  Strange  and  fearful  Newes  from  Plasto, 
near  Bow,  in  the  house  of  one  Paul  Fox,  a  Silk  Weaver, 
where  is  daily  to  be  scene  throwing  of  Stones,  Bricbats, 
Oyster-shells,  Broad,  cutting  his  Work  in  Pieces,  breaking 
his  Windows,  &c.  No  date,  4to. 
1477.  Leylande's  Journey  and  Serohe,  given  of  hym  as  a  Newe 
Yeares  Gyfte  to  K.  Henry  8th,  enlaiKed  by  Bale,  W.  letter,  1549, 

8vo,  (with  three  other  curious  articles.) 0  17    6 

1480.  A  disclosing  of  the  great  Bull  and  certain  Calves  that  he  hath  gotten, 
and  especially  the  Monster  Bull  that  roared  at  my  Lord  Byshop's  gate. 
Bl.  letter,  pr.  by  Daye.    No  date.  4to. 

The  prece^ng  affords  but  a  very  inadequate  idea  of  the  "  pithie,  pleasant, 
aod  profitable  "  discourses  and  tracts  which  abounded  among  the  miscellaneous 


0  12   6 
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and  procured,  at  the  sale  of  thy  precious  book-treasures, 
not  a  few  of  those  rare  volumes  which  have  so  much 
gladdened  the  eyes  of  Lisardo. 

Articlef  of  Mr.  West's  library.  Whaterer  be  the  defects  of'  modem  literature, 
it  must  be  allowed  that  we  are  not  ^iu  ao  coane  in  the  tiile  paffe$  oi  our  books. 

2.  Divinity. 
This  comprehended  a  vast  mass  of  information,  under  the  following  general 
title.  Scarce  Tracts :  Old  and  New  Testaments  (including  almost  all  the  first 
EogliBh  editions  of  the  New  Testament,  which  are  now  of  the  rarest  occurrence): 
Commentators :  Ecclesiastical  EUstory :  Polemics :  Deyotions,  Catholic  and 
Calvinistical :  Enthusiasm:  Monastical  History:  Liyes  of  Saints:  Fathers: 
Missionaries :  Martyrs :  Modem  Divines  and  Persons  of  eminent  piety :  Free 
Thinkers :  Old  English  Primers :  Meditations  :  Some  of  the  earpest  Popish  and 
Puritanical  Controyersy :  Sermons  by  old  English  Divines,  &c.  In  the  whole 
560  articles :  probably  about  1200  volumes.  These  general  heads  are  sufficient 
to  satisfy  the  bibliographer  that,  with  such  an  indefatigable  collector  as  was  Mr. 
West,  the  greater  part  of  the  theological  books  must  have  been  extremely  rare 
and  curious.  From  so  many  CaxUms,  Wjfnhfn  de  Worda,  Pyfuont,  ^,  it  would 
be  difficult  to  select  a  few  which  should  give  a  specimen  of  the  value  of  the 
rest.  Suffice  it  to  observe  that  such  a  duster  of  Black  LtOer  Gemt,  in  this 
department  of  English  literature,  has  never  since  been  seen  in  any  sale  catalogue. 

8.  BdmcaJtion,   Languagu,    CriiicUm,  Clauiei,     DUiumaries,   Cataloffuet  qf 

Librarietf  dx. 
There  were  about  700  volumes  in  these  departments.  The  catalogues  of  English 
books,  from  that  of  Maunsell  in  1595,  to  the  latest  before  Mr.  West's  time,  were 
nearly  complete.  The  treatises  on  education,  and  translations  of  the  andeni 
dassios,  comprehended  a  curious  and  uncomibon  collection.  The  Greek  and 
Latin  Classics  were  rather  sdect  than  rare. 

4.  Bnglitk  Poetry,  Itowuineei,  and  Mitcdlanieg, 

This  interesting  part  of  the  collection  comprehended  about  855  artides,  or 
probably  about  750  volumes  :  and,  if  the  singularly  rare  and  curious  books  which 
may  be  found  under  thete  heads  alone  wore  now  to  be  concentrated  in  one 
library,  the  owner  of  them  might  safely  demand  4000  guineas  for  such  a  treasure  ! 
I  make  no  doubt  but  that  his  Majbbtt  is  the  fortunate  possessor  of  the  greater 
number  of  artides  under  all  the  foregoing  heads. 

5.  Philoiopky,  Maikematict,  Inventions,   Agriculture,  and  MoriicuUwre, 

MedieiTie,  Cookery,  Surgery,  dx. 
Two  hundred  and  forty  artides,  or  about  560  volumes. 

6.  Chemistry,  Natural  History,  Astrology,  Sorcery,  Oigantdfogy, 
Probably  not  more  than  100  volumes.    The  word  "  Gigantology,*'  first  intro- 
duced by  Mr.  Paterson,  I  believe,  into  the  English  language,  was  ^ised  by  the 
French  more  than  two  centuries  ago,    See  n^.  2198  in  the  catalogue.    \ 

7.  History  and  Antiquities, 

This  comprehended  a  groat  number  of  curiou.s  and  valuable  productionAr  relating 
both  to  foreign  and  domestic  transactions. 
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Belin.  I  presume  yon    mean,    dear  brother,  some  of 
those    black  -  looking    gentlemen,  *   bound    in    fancifully 


8.  HercMry  and  Oenealoffy, 

An  equal  number  of  curious  and  scarce  articles  may  be  found  under  these  heads. 

9.  AntiaU  Legends  and  Chronidei, 

To  the  English  antiquaiy,  few  departments  of  literature  are  more  interesting 
than  this.  Mr.  West  seems  to  have  paid  particular  attention  to  it,  and  to  have 
onriohed  his  librAiy  with  many  articles  of  this  description  of  the  rarest  occur- 
rence. The  lovers  of  Caxton,  Fabian,  Hardyng,  Hall,  .Orafton,  and  Holihshed, 
may  be  highly  gratified  by  inspecting  the  various  editions  of  those  old  chroniclers. 
I  entreat  the  diligent  bibliographer  to  examine  the  first  8  articles  of  page  209 
of  the  catalogue.  Alas!  when  will  such  gems  again  glitter  at  one  sale?  The 
fortunate  period  for  collectors  is  gone  by :  a  knowledge  of  books  almost  every 
where  prevails.  At  York,  at  Exeter,  at  Manchester,  and  at  Bristol,  as  weU  as 
in  London,  this  knowledge  may  be  found  sometimes  on  the  dusty  stall,  as  well 
as  in  the  splendid  shop.  The  worth  of  books  begins  to  be  considered  by  a 
difiTerent  standard  from  that  of  the  quantity  of  gold  on  the  exterior !  We  are 
now  for  "drinkmg  deep,**  as  well  as  '*  tasting  P*  But  I  orave' pardon  for  this 
digression,  and  lose  sight  of  Mr.  West's  uniques,  . 

10.  Topography* 

Even  to  a  veteran  like  the  late  Mr.  Gk>ugh,  such  a  collection  as  may  be  fovnd 
from  p.  217  to  289  of  the  catalogue,  would  be  considered  a  very  first-rate  acqui- 
sition. I  am  aware  that  the  Gothic  wainscot  and  stained  glass  windows  of 
Enfield  Study  enshrined  a  still  more  exquisite  topognq>hioal  collection !  But  we 
are  improved  since  the  days  of  Mr.  West;  and  every  body  knows  to  tpham 
these  improvements  are,  in  a  great  measure,  to  be  atUibuted  I  When  I  call  to 
mind  the  author  of  "  Britisk  Topograph^  and  "  Sepulekral  Monuments,"  I  am 
not  insensible  to  the  taste,  diligence,  and  erudition  of  the  "  par.  nobfle  fratrum, 
who  have  gratified  us  with  the  "  Environs  of  London"  and  the  three  volumes  of 
"Magna  Britannia P*  Catalogues  of  Mr.  West's  library,  with  the  sums  for 
which  the  books  were  sold,  are  now  found  with  difficulty,  and  faring  a  consider- 
able price.  The  late  Mr.  G.  Baker,  who  had  a  surprisingly  curious  collection  of 
priced  catalogues,  was  in  possession  of  the  original  sale  one  of  West's  library. 
It  is  interleaved,  and,  of  course,  has  the  prices  and  names  of  the  purchasers. 
Mr.  Heber  has  also  a  priced  copy,  with  the  names,  which  was  executed  by  my 
industrious  and  accurate  predecessor,  William  Herbert,  of  typographico-anti- 
quarian  renown.  The  number  of  articles,  on  the  whole,  was  4658 ;  and  of  the 
volumes  as  many  articles  were,  single,  probably  about  8000.  Ample  as  some 
"  pithy"  reader  may  imagine  the  foregoing  analysis  to  be,  I  cannot  find  it  in  my 
heart  to  suffer  suoh  a  collection,  as  was  the  Bibliotheea  Westiana,  to  be  here 
dismissed  in  so  summary  a  manner.  Take,  therefore,  "  pleasaunt"  reader,  the 
following  account  of  the  prices  for  which  some  of  the  aforesaid  book-gems  were 
sold.  They  are  presented  to  thee  as  a  matter  of  curiosity  only ;  and  not  as  a 
criterion  of  their  present  value.  And  as  Mabtxr  Caxton  has  of  late  become 
so  ix>pular  amongst  us,  we  will  see,  inter  alios,  what  some  of  the  books  printed 
by  so  "  simple  a  person"  produced  at  this  renowned  salQ. 


It 


« 


380  THE  DRAWING  ROOM. 

marked  coats  of  morocco,  and  washed  and  iraned  within 
(for  yon  collectors  must  have  recourse  to  a  woman's 
occupation)  with  so  much  care  and  nicety    th^^t    even 

HO.  £  $•   dL 

fi64.  SaleBbory  (Wynyam)  his  Dictionary  in  Ens^yshe  and  Welahe, 
mo«te  neoesaary  to  all  sach  Welshemen  as  wil  spedly  leaine  the 
English  tongue,  fce.    Printtd  by  WaUy,  1547,  4ta    .       .       •       .    0  17    0 

666.  Mulcaster  (Rich.)  of  the  right  writing  of  our  English  Tung, 
/sip.  fry  Vauindlier,  1582,  4to .026 

575.  Florio's  Frutes  to  he  gathered  of  12  trees  of  divers  but  dely^^t- 
fule  tastes  to  the  Tongues  of  Italians  and  Englishmen,  also  his 
Oardea  of  Recreation,  fto.,  1591,  4to.      .  .        .       .        .  .066 

580.    Eliot's  Indian  Grammar,  wo  fir^  *.       .       .       •       •       •       ,040 

Thus  mudh  for  Orammatioal  Tracts. 

808.    The  fjrre  Bokes  of  Moses,  wythe  the  Prologes  of  Wyllyam  Tyn- 
dale,  b.  b.  1584,  prinUd  in  d{jfertni  ckaraeten  ai  diferaU  periods,  . 
8vo 440 

818.  The  Actes  of  the  Apostles  translated  into  Englyshe  metre,  by 
Chrystofer  Tye,  Doctor  in  musyke,  with  notes  to  synge,  and  also 

to  play  upon  the  lute.    Printed  ly  Seres,  1653,  l2mo.       .       .        .    0  U    6 

819.  The  Newe  Testament,  with  the  Prologes  of  Wyllyam  Tyndale, 

outs,  printed  at  Andwarp,  &c.,  1534, 12mo /  0  18    0 

820.  The  same,  with  the  same  cuts,  emprynted  at  Antwerpe,  by 

M.  Crom,  1588,  ajine  copy,  in  moroeoo  binding  (title  wanting)    .        .240 

1841.  The  Gospels  of  the  fewer  Evangelists,  translated  in  the  olde 
Saxons  l^e,  &o.  Sax.  and  Eng.  Imprinted  by  Daye,  1571, 
4to. lU    0 

1888.  The  Discipline  of  the  Kirk  of  SooUande,  subscribet  by  the 
Handes  off  Superintendentes,  one  parte'  off  Ministers,  and  soribet 
in  oure  generalle  Assemblies  ad  Edenbouig,  28  Deoemb.,  1566. 
No  tUU.    iio.     .       .' 18    0 

1714.  The  most  saored  Bible,  reoognised  with  great  diligenoe  by 
Richard  Tavemer,  io.,  printed  by  Bydddl  for  Barthdet,  1589,  in 
russia,         ..        •.. 850 

1716.    The  Byble  in  Englyshe  of  the  largest  and  greatest  volume,  Ac. 

P%'inied  fry  OrofUm,  1541,  Folio 13    0 

1870.  Speculum  Vite  Christi,  the  Booke  that  is  doped  the  Myrroure 
of  the  blessed  Lyf  of  Jhesu  Cryste,  emprynted  by  Caxton,  foL,  no 

date,  fine  copy  in  morocco 990 

1871.  The  prouffytable  Boke  for  Mannes  Soule,  bo.,  emprynted  by 
Caxton,  foL,  no  date,  a  fine  copy  in  morocco.     .        .       .        .       .    5    0    Oi 

1878.    Cordyale,  or  of  the  fowre  hut  Thynges,  frc,  emprynted  by  Cox- 
'  ton^  1480,  fol.,  fine  copy  in  morocco, 14    0    0 

1874.  The  Pylgremage  of  the  Sowle,  &o.,  1483,  folio,  emprynted  by 

Caxton ; 8  17    6 

1875.  The  Booke  entytled  and  named  Ryal,  &c.,  translated  and 
printed  by  Caxton,  1484,  fine  morocco  copy, 10    0    0 
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the  eyes  of  our  ancient  Rebecca,  with  "  spectacle  on 
nose''  to  boot,  could  hardly  detect  the  cunning  conceit 
of  your  binder ! 


HO.  £    i,    d, 

1876.    The  Arte  and  Crafto  to  knowe  well  to  dye ;  translated  and 

fryntad  £y  Caxtmh  14dO,  foUa 5    2    6 

So  tako  we  leave  of  DivnnTT  1 

1017.  HaU's  Viigidemiaruio,  Ub.  vi.  1599,  1602, 12mo.  "  Mr.  Pope'a 
eopy,  who  preeeoted  it  to  Mr.  West,  telling  him  that  he  esteemed 
them  the  best  poetry  and  truest  satire  in  the  English  language." 
(N.B.  These  satires  were  incorrectly  published  in  1753,  8yo. :  a 
repoblicatiim  of  them,  with  pertinent  notes,  would  be  very  accept- 
able.)        0  18    0 

1658.    Chnrchyard's  Works ;  3  yols.  in  1,  very  tUgant,  bl.  letter.  3  13    6 

1816.    The  Pt«e  Tyme  of  Pleasore,  &o.,  printed   by    Wynkyn  dt 

Wordtj  1517,  4to.,  fine  copy 3    3    0 

e  Merie  oonceited  Jests  of  George  Peele,  Gent.  1607,  4to.  ^ 

1821.     4  Robin  the  Devil,  his  two  pennt-worth  of  Wit  in  half  a  I       0  18    6 
V     penni-worth  of  paper,  fto.,  1607,  4to J 

1816.  The  Hye  Waye  to  the  Spyttell  Hous ;  printed  by  the  com- 

pyler  Bob.  Copland,  no  date.  « 0    6    6 

t  Another  copy  of  the  Spyttell  House ;    "  A  thousande 
fjrve  hundredth  fortye  and  foure,'*  no  printer's  name, 

1817.  \      mark,  or  date,  4to }-       1  11    6 

Here  begynneth  a  lytell   propre  Jest,    oallod   Cryste  I 

Crosse  me  spede,  a  b  c J 

2274.    Chaucer's  Work;  first  edition,  emprea^^ti  6y  Caxk/n^  folio,  in 

ruma. 47  15    6 

2280.  Troylus  and  Creseyde,  jn-inted  h  Caxton,  folio.        ,        .     10  10    0 

2281.  Booke  of  Fame,  printed  by  Caxton,  folio.  .        .        .        ,460 

2297.  Cower  de  Gonfessione  Amantis ;  printed  by  Caxton,  1483,  folio, 

inwufroeeo, .990 

2282.  The  Bokys  of  Haukyng  and  Hunting ;  printed  at  Seyni  Albim, 

1486,  folio :  Jine  copy  in  morocco,  .  .        .       •        .    13    0    0 

And  here  farewell  Poetrt  ! 


1678.    The  Booke  of  the  moste  victoryouse  Prjmce,  Guy  of  Warwick. 

Impr.  by  W,  Copland,  4to 110 

1683.    The  Historye  of  Graunde  Amoure  and  la  bell  Puoel,  &o.  Impr, 

by  John  Wayland,  1654,  Ho, 12    0 

1685.    The  Historye  of  Olyver  of  Castylle,  &c.    Impr,  by  IVynlyn 

d€  Worde,  1518,  4to 1  12    0 

1656.    The  Booke  of  the  Ordre  of  Chyvalry  or  Knyghthode.     Trans- 
laied  and  printed  by  William  Caxton ;   no  date,  a  fine  copy  in 

rassia,  4to. 550 

(Shall  I  put  one,  or  one  hundred  marks — not  of  admiration  but  of 
astonishment— at  this  price  ?  !  but  ^  on  kind  reader !) 

2480.    The  Boke  of  Jason  :  empryoAed  by  Caxton,  folio.        .        .        .440 
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LoRBN.  Spare  my  feelings  and  your  own  rcpatation, 
if  you  wish  to  appreciate  justly  the  noble  craft  of  book- 
repairing,  &c. — But  proceed,  dear  Lyaander. 

Lysano.    You  cannot  have  a  greater  affection  towards 


S4B1.    TheBokeof  FqrttaaofAimeauidatChp^tTe,  tuiprynltd  by 

Oalm,  1489,  fulto ,        .    10  10    0 

2GSZ.    TIijirtorTB,  ke.,  of  tbe  Eny^t  Puts,  and  or  tha  tAjre  Vyanne, 

ht).liii6,1ol.,ttiaulatadttndpnmi^bfCaxla».  .    14    0    0 

But  «fa7  ihould  I  go  hii  luring  pntchaBwl 

oettriy  tbe  whols  of 
the  CftitociuiTDlumee 
In  thk  ooUacUoQ  for 
hii  Majest;^!  librsiy. 
It  wunld  abroad  tfaftt 
"a  SoatchmaQ  had 
laTiibed  bwaj  the 
editioDi  of  IHS^^I^^BS^B^^I  Ui>s'>  nioiiey  fai  buy- 
old   RohaucbI    Mr.      '^^^^^^ESt^^^H      <°K   old    Uwk  •  lettor 

Oeoige  Niool,  hii  ma-      H^IB^HHriB^Hl      books."    Aptatt;«p«- 

jgrt?**  bookuUer,  told 

me,    with    hti    usual 

pleABUitiy  and   point, 

that  h»  got  abuMd  in 

tb«  publie  papera,  bjr 

AlmoD  sod  otbeiE,  for 


tnbUoo 


amtf  royal  moner, 
truly!  Hera  is  abo 
saothar  thing,  ooa- 
neoted  with  these  in- 
valudbU  (I  speak  as  a 
)— and,  peTh^)s,  w  a  metaphysirasii  may  think— as  a  fool  I  but  1st  it 
pass  I)  with  these  toTaluable  purchaa«ai— his  Majesty,  in  hla  dlreoUoai  to  Hr. 
Niool,  forbade  any  competition  with  those  purchaura  who  wanted  books  of 
■aieaoe  md  beUes-lettrea  for  their  om  pnjfuiioiuJ  or  literary  punniita  :  tfana 
using,  I  ween,  the  powers  of  his  puraa  in  a,  manosi  at  onoe  mernitul  and  wis*. — 
*'0  d  me" — may  we  say  to  many  a  heavy-met^ed  book-auction  bibliomaniao  of 
tbe  present  d»y  I— Old  Tom  Payne,  tha  father  of  the  respentable  Hr.  Payne,  of 
Pall-Hall,  tued  to  tell  Hr.  TSicbol—ptiideHte  Aoiut— that  tie  had  been  "laiaiiig 
all  tha  CaXTOICI  I"  "  Heny  a  copy,"  quoth  be,  "hath  ittici  in  my  shop  at  two 
guineas  I"  Mr.  NiCHOU,  in  his  amuong  biography  of  Bowyer,  has  not  devoted 
so  large  a  portion  of  hit  pages  to  tbe  desoriptioD  of  Hr.  West's  oolleotion,  life, 
and  ohsraoter,  as  be  has  to  many  coUeotois  who  baTe  been  less  eminently  dis- 
tinguished in  tha  bibliographical  world.  Whether  this  was  the  raault  of  tlu 
paucity,  or  incongruity,  of  big  materials,  or  whether,  from  feetit^  of  deUo«(7  he 
might  not  choose  to  dedsrs  all  he  knew,  are  points  Into  which  I  baTe  ntftlMr 
right  nor  inolioatioa  to  enquire.  There  seems  erery  nasoa  to  oanolDde  tha^ 
from  youth.  West  bad  an  elagant  and  well-directed  taste  in  niatten  of  litera- 
ture and  the  fine  arts.  As  early  as  tbe  year  1720,  he  shewed  the  mnniBeance 
of  bis  diqrasition,  in  these  respectB,  by  befriending  Heame  with  a  plate  for 
his  AttliqMtia  <if  GIojloMAiiry ;  see  p.  286— which  was  executed,  eays  Heame, 
"  Sumptibas  omatissimi  amicissiniique  Jaieuis  (mnltis  sane  nominibas  de  stndiia 
DMtris  optime  meriti)  J^OOBi  Wwr,"  lu.    So  in  his  prsf.  to  Adam  tU  £ 
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the  memory  of  the  collector  of  the  BibUotheca  WesHana 
than  myself.  Hark — !  or  is  it'  only  a  soft  murmur  from 
a  congreg^tioii  of  autumnal  zephjrrs ! — but  methought  I 
heard  a  sound,  as  if  calling  upon  us  to  look  well  to  the 
future  fate  of  our  libraries — to  look  well  to  their  being 
crtdUMy  catalogued — "For"  (and  indeed  it  is  the 
voice  of  West's  spirit  that  speaks)  "  my  collection  was 
barbarously  murdered ;  and  hence  I  am  doomed  to  wan- 
der for  a  century,  to  give  warning  to  the  **♦****,♦♦*♦♦♦, 
and  ******,  of  the  day,  to  execute  this  useful  task  with 
their  own  hands!  Yes;  even  the  name  of  Paterson 
has. not  saved  my  collection  from  censure  ;  but  his  hands 
were  then  young  and  inexperienced — yet  I  suffer  from 
this  innocent  error !"  Away,  away,  vexed  spirit — and 
let  thy  head  rest  in  peace  beneath  the  sod  ! 

Alm  AN.  For  heaven's  sake,  into  what  society  are  we  in- 
troduced, sister?  All  mad — book  mad !  but  I  hope  harmless; 

Lysand.    Allay   your  fipprehensions ;  for,  though  we 


die  fift.  got  OlatUm  : — "  aniiqaitatum  ac  historiaram  nostranim  siudiosuB  in 
primii^-Jaoobas  West.'*  p.  zx.  And  in  his  Walter  Ilemingford,  we  have: — 
"  Ingmentiim,  ad  oiTitaiem  Ozoniensem  pertinens,  admodum  egregium,  mihi 
dooo  dttdit  amiona  ezimius  Jacobus  West — is  quern  alibi  juvenem  omatissimum 
^ipdlavly"  kc,  p.  428.  How  the  promise  of  an  abundant  harvest,  in  the 
matore  jetn  of  so  excellent  a  young  man,  was  realised,  the  celebrity  of  West, 
thiaiigfaoiit  Europe,  to  his  dying  day,  is  a  su£5cient  demonstration.  I  concludo 
with  the  following;  which  is  literally  from  Nichols's  Anecdotes  of  Bowyer, 
"James  West,  of  Alscott,  in  the  county  of  Warwick,  Esq.,  M.  A.,  of  Baliol 
OoUege,  Ozfoitl,  (son  of  Richard  West,  said  to  be  descended,  according  to 
Ikmfly  tradition,  from  Leonard,  a  younger  son  of  Thomas  West,  Lord  Delawar, 
who  died  in  1625)  was  representative  in  parliament  for  St.  Alban's,  in  1741 ;  and 
iNing  appointed  one  of  the  joint  Secretaries  of  the  Treasury,  held  that  office 
tin  1762.  In  1766  or  1766,  his  old  patron  the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  obtained 
for  bim  a  pension  of  2000/.  a  year.  He  was  an  early  member,  and  one  of  the 
Yioe  Preddents,  of  the  Antiquary  Society ;  and  was  first  Treasurer,  and  after- 
wards President^  of  the  Royal  Society.  He  married  the  daughter  and  heiress  of 
Sir  Thomas  Stephens,  timber  merchant,  in  Southwark,  with  whom  he  had  a 
laige  fortune  in  houses  in  Rotherhithe ;  and  by  whom  he  had  a  son,  James 
Wert^  &q.,  DOW  (1782)  of  Alscott,  one  of  the  Auditors  of  the  Land-Tax,  and 
somatiine  Member  of  Parliament  for  Boroughbridge,  in  Yorkshire  (who  in  1774 
mairied  the  daughter  of  Christopher  Wren,  of  Wroxhall  in  Warwickshire,  Esq.), 
and  had  two  daughters.  Mr.  West  died  in  July,  1772.  His  large  and  valuable 
collection  of  Manusobifts  was  sold  to  the  Earl  of  Shelbume,  and  is  now  de- 
podted  in  the  British  Museum. 
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may  have  the  energies  of  the  lion,  we  have  the  gentle 
ness  of  the  **  unweaned  famb."  But,  in  describing  so 
many  and  such  discordant  characters,  how  can  I  pro- 
ceed in  the  jog-trot  way  of— ''next  comes  such  a  one — 
and  then  follows  another — and  afterwards  proceeds  a 
third,  and  now  a  fourth !  V* 

Alman.  Sir,  you  are  right,  and  I  solicit  your  for- 
giveness. If  I  have  not  sufficient  bookish  enthusiasm 
to  fall  down  and  worship  your  Caxtoman  Deity,  Jambs 
West,  i  am  at  least  fully  disposed  to  concede  him  every 
excellent  and  amiable  quality  which  sheds  lustre  upon 
a  literary  character. 

Lysand.  All  offence  is  expiated  :  for  look,  the  spirit 
walks  off  calmly — and  seems  to  acknowledge,  with  sa- 
tisfaction, such  proper  sentiments  in  the  breast  of  one 
whose  father  and  brother  have  been  benefitted  by  his 
book  treasures. 

The  rapturous,  and,  I  fear  you  will  think,  the  wild 
and  incoherent,  manner  in  which  I  have  noticed  the 
sale  of  the  Bibliotheca  Westiana  had  nearly  driven  from 
my  recollection  that,  in  the  preceding,  the  same,  and 
subsequent,  year,  there  was  sold  by  auction  a  very 
curious  and  extraordinary  collection  of  books  and 
Prints  belonging  to  honest  Tom  Martin,*  of  Palgrave, 


*  "  Hereafter  foUoweth"  rather  a  rough  outline  of  the  contents  of  honest  Tom 
Martin's  miscellaneous  and  curious  collection.  To  the  ivth  part  I  hare  added 
a  few  prices,  and  but  a  few.  I  respect  too  much  the  quiet  and  comfort  of  the 
present  race  of  bibliomaniacs,  to  inflame  their  minds  by  a  longer  extract  of  such 
tantalizing  sums  given  for  some  of  the  most  extraordinary  yolumes  in  English 
Literature. 1.  A  Catalogue  of  the  Library  qf  Mr.  Thomas  MARmf,  of  Pal- 
grave,  in  Suffolk,  lately  deeeaaed,  Lynn,  Printed  by  W,  WhiUinffkam,  1772,  8yo. 
With  a  portrait  engrared  by  Lamborn,  from  a  painting  of  BardwelL    5240. 

articles ;  with  15  pages  of  Appendix,  containing  MSS. no.  86.  Juliana  Barnes 

on  Hawking,  ftc,  black-letter,  wants  a  leaf,  folio.  56.  Chauncey's  History  of 
Hertfordshire,  with  marginal  notes,  by  P.  Le  Neve,  Esq.,  1700,  folio.  757. 
Bcriptores  Berum  Brunsricensinm,  8  vols,  folio,  1707.    ("N.  B.  Only  3  sets  in 

England  at  the  Accession  of  Geo.  III.") u..  A  Catalogue  of  the  very  cHriws 

and  nunurmu  collection  of  Manueeriptt  oj  Thomas  Martin,  Esq.,  of  Suffolk, 
lately  deceated.  Consisting  of  Pedigrees,  Genealogies,  Heraldic  Papers,  Old 
Deeds,  Charters,  Sign  Manuak,  Autographs,  &c.,  likewise  some  very  rare  old 
printed  books.    Sold  by  auction  by  Baker  and  Leigh,  April  28,  1773,  8vo.    The 
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in  Suffolk :    a  collector  of  whom,  if  I  remember  rightly, 
Herbert  has,  upon  several  occasions,  spoken  with  a  sort 


MSS.  (of  many  of  which  Edmonson  was  a  purchaser)  consisted  of  181  articles, 
ending  with  "The  15  O's,  in  old.  English  verse—St.  Bridget."  Among  the  19 
volumes  only  of  "Scarce  Printed  Books"  were  .the  following :—n^  188. 
Edwards'  Paradyse  of  daynty  Devices,  1577.  196.  The  Holy  life  of  Saynt 
Werburg^  printed  by  Pynson,  1521.     The  Lyfe  of  Sayntt  Badegonde,    by 

Pynson.    Lyfe  of  Saynt  Katherine,  printed  by  Waley,  4to. ^m.  A  Catalogue 

of  the  remaining  Pari  of  the  valuable  Collection  of  the  kUe  well  known  AnHquary, 
Mr.  Mabtin,  qfPdlgrave,  Suffolk  i  oonsiBting  of  many  very  valuable  and  ancient 
Bfanuscripts  on  vellum,  early  printed  black-letter  Books,  and  several  other  scarce 
Books ;  his  Law  Library,  Deeds,  Grants,  and  Pedigrees ;  a  valuable  collection 
of  Drawings  and  Prints,  by  the  best  masters — and  his  Collection  of  Greek,  Bomaa, 
Saxon,  and  English  Coins — ^with  some  curiosities.  Sold  by  auction  by  Baker 
and  Leigh,  18th  May,  1774.  8vo.  This  collection  consisted  of  587  articles, 
exclusively  of  the  coins,  &c.,  which  were  75  in  number.    Among  the  printed 

books  were  several  very  curious  ones ;  such  as ^n^.  88.    The  Death  and 

Martyrdom  of  Campione  the  Jesuite,  1581,  8vo.  124.  Heywood's  "If  you 
know  not  me,  you  know  nobody,"  1628,  4to.  "  This  has  a  wood-out  of  the 
whole  length  of  Q.  Elizabeth,  and  is  very  scarce."  183.  Fabyan's  Chronicle. 
This  I  take  it  was  the  first  edition.  186.  Promptuarium  Parvulonun.  Pynson, 
folio,  1499.  See  Heame's  Peter  Langtoft,  voL  iL,  624-5.  228.  Dives  et  Pauper ; 
yis  Tretyys  ben  dyvydit  into  elevene  partys,  and  ev'ry  part  is  dyvldit  into 
chapitalls.  "The  above  extremely  curious  and  valuable  Manuscript  on  veUum 
is  wrote  on  539  pages.  Vide  Leland,  voL  ii,  452 :  Bale,  609.  Pits,660.  MS.,  4to." 
236.  Original  Proclamations  of  Q.  Elisabeth,  folio.  "  A  most  rare  collection, 
and  of  very  g^reat  value :  the  Earl  of  Oxford  once  offered  Mr.  Martin  one  hundred 
guineas  for  them,  which  he  refused."  Qu.  what  they  sold  for  t  2S7.  The  Pastyme 
of  the  People ;  the  Cronydes  of  dyvers  Bealmys,  and  most  specyally  of  the 
Bealme  of  Englond,  &c,  by  John  Bastell.  An  elegant  copy,  in  the  original 
binding,  large  folio,  black-letter,  London,  1529.  "  Supposed  to  be  only  two  or 
three  copies  existing ;"  but  see  page  837,  ante.  The  folio  Manuscripts,  extend- 
ing to  n^.  845,  are  very  curious;  eepedally  the  first  60  numbers. ^iv.  Biblio- 

iheca  Martiniana,  A  Catalogue  <f  the  entire  Library  qf  the  late  enUn^  Antiquary 
Mr.  Thomas  Mabtin,  qf  Suffolk,  Containing  some  thousand  volumes  in  every 
Language,  Art,  and  Science,  a  large  collection  of  the  scarcest  early  Printers, 
and  some  hundreds  of  Manuscripts,  &c.,  which  will  begin  to  be  sold  very  cheap, 
on  Saturday,  June  5  (1773).  By  Martin  Booth  and  John  Berry,  Booksellers, 
at  their  Warehouse  in  the  Angel  Yard,  Market  Place,  Norwich,  and  continue 
on  sale  only  two  months :  8vo.  This  Catalogue  is  full  of  curious,  rare,  and 
interesting  books ;  containing  4895  articles ;  all  priced.  Take,  as  a  sample,  the 
following : 

•  NO.  I.    d, 

4071.  Wynkyn  de  Worde*s  reprint  of  Juliana  B^bners'  book  of  Haw- 
king, &c.,  1496,  foUo,  1^  11«.  Qd :  no.  4292.  Copland's  ditto  of  ditto, 
fair 7     6 

4099.  A  collection  of  Old  Romances  in  the  Dutch  Language,  with  wood- 
cuts, very  fair,  1544  to  1566,  folio 10     6 

4169.     Horace's  Art  of  poetry,  by  Drant,  1567,  4to 3     6 

2  c 
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of  veneration.  If  Lavater's  system  of  physiognomy 
happen  to  receive  your  approbation,  you  will  conclude^ 
upon  contemplating  Tom's  frank  countenance — of  which 
a  cut  precedes  the  titie-page  of  the  first  catalogue — 
that  the  collector  of  Palgrave  must  have  been  "  a  fine 
old  fellow/'  Martin's  book-pursuits  were  miscellaneous, 
and  perhaps ^a  littie  too  wildly  followed  up;  yet  some 
good  fortune  contributed  to  furnish  his  collection  with 
volumes  of  singular  curiosity. 

But  I  proceed.  The  commotions  excited  in  the  book 
world,  by  means  of  the  sales  of  the  BibUolheca  Westiana 
and  Martiniana,  had  hardly  ceased,  when  a  similar 
agitation  took  place  firom  the  dispersion  of  the  Monastic 
Library  which  once  belonged  to  Serjeant  Fletbwode;* 

NO.  t.     Ci. 

4284.  A  cortayne  Tragedye,  bo.,  entitled,  Freewil,  wants  title,  yery  fair 

and  scarce,  4to.  6    0 

4254.    Historie  of  Prince  Arthor  and  his  Knights  of  the  Bound  Table, 

1634,  4to 7     6 

4886.    The  Life  off  the  70  Archbishopp  off  Canterbury  presentlye  sittinge, 

&0.    Imprinted  in  1574,  8vo.,  neat    .        .        .        .        .        .        .  10     6 

A  severe  satire  against  Parker,  Abp.  of  Canterbury,  for  which  'tis 
said  the  author  was  punished  with  the  loss  of  his  arm. 

4845.    Amorous  Tales,  by  James  Sanforde,  very  rare,  printed  by  Byn- 

neman,    1567,    12mo.   (or  small  8vo.    perhaps)         .        .        .        .50 

4482.    Hereafter  followeth  a  little  boke  whyche  hath  to  name  Whye 
come  ye  not  to  court :  by  Mayster  Skelton  ;  printed  by  Anthony 
Kytson,no  date.  A  little  boke  of  Philip  Sparrow,  compiled  by  Mayster 
Skelton  ;  printed  by  Ant.  Veale,  no  date,  very  fair,  both  8vo.        .    7     6 
"  This  is  a  most  extraordinarily  scarce  edition  of  Skelton's  Pieces,  and  has 

besides  these,  some  other  fragments  of  his  by  various  early  printers." 

*  The  year  following  the  sale  of  Mr.  West's  books,  a  very  curious  and  vain. 
able  collection,  chiefly  of  English  literature,  was  disposed  of  by  auction,  by 
Paterson,  who  published  the  catalogue  under  the  following  title:  "Bibliothkoa 
Monastioo-Fletewodiana."  *' a  CatalogvA  qf  rare  hooks  and  trads  in 
various  langwiga  and  fdculiiet;  including  the  Ancient  Conventual  LibraTy  qf 
Miumden  Abbey,  in  Buctinghanuhire ;  together  with  some  choice  remains  of 
that  of  the  late  eminent  Serjeant  at  Law,  William  Fletewodb,  Esq.,  Recorder 
of  London,  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth ;  among  which  are  several  spedmens 
of  the  earliest  typography,  foreign  and  English,  including  Caxton,  Wynkyn  da 
Worde,  Pynson,  and  others :  a  fine  collection  of  English  history,  some  scarce 
old  law  books,  a  great  number  of  oM  English  plays,  several  choice  MSS.  upon 
vellum,  and  other  subjects  of  literary  curiosity.  Also  several  of  the  best  editions 
of  the  classics,  and  modem  English  and  French  books.  Sold  by  auction  by 
8.  Paterson,  December,"  1774,  8vo.,  8641  lots,  or  artidefr.    I  am  in  possession  of 
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a  bibliomaniac  who  flourished  in  full  vigour  during 
the  reign  of  Elizabeth.  The  catalogue  of  these  truly 
curious  books  is  but  a  sorry  petformance;  but  let  the 
lover  of  rare  articles  put  on  his  bathing  corks,  and 
swim  quietly  across  this  ocean  of  black-letter,  and  he 
will  be  abundantly  repaid  for  the  toil  ot  such  an 
aquatic  excursion. 

You  will  imagine  that  the  Boor-Disbase  now  began 
to  be  more  active  and  fatal  than  ever ;  for  the  ensuing 
year  (namely,  in  1775)  died  the  famous  Anthony 
Askew,    M.D.     Those    who    recollect    the    zeal    and 

a  priced  catalogue  of  this  collection,  with  the  names  of  the  pmchas^rs.  The 
latter  were  principally  Herbert,  Garrick,  Dodd,  Elmsley,  T.  Payne,  Richardaon, 
Chapman,.,  Wagstaff,  Bindley,  and  Oough.  The  following  is  a  specimen  (^ 
some  carious  and  interesting  articles  contained  in  this  celebrated  library  : 

NO.  £    «.    <i. 

172.  Bale's  brefe   Chronyde   relating  to  Syr  Johan  Oldecastell,^ 
1544.     The   Life   off   the   70th   Archbishop   off   Canterbury^  | 
presentlye  sittinge,  1574,  &o.    life  of  Hen.  Hills,  Printer  ^  I*    a    7      q 
O.  Cromwell,  with  the  Relation  of  what  passed  between  him  and 
the  Taylor's  Wife  in  Black  Friars,  1688,  8yo.,  &o. 

Purchased  by  Mores. 

861  to  867.  Upwards  of  thirty  Marcs  l%eoloffical  Tradt,  in  Latin 

and  English 15     0 

746  to  784.  A  fine  collection  of  early  English  Translations,  in  black 
letter,  with  some  good  foreign  editions  of  the   classics.     Not 

exceeding,  in  the  whole 10  10     0 

887,  888.  Two   copies  of  the  firtt  edition  of  Bacon's  Essays,  1597. 

MiRABILB  Diotu  I 006 

The  reader  will  just  glance  at  no.    970,  in  the  catalogue,  en 
passant,  to 
1082.  (IL  28.)  and  1091  (12t.)  but  more  particularly  to 
1178.  The  Boke  of  Tulle  of  Olde  Age,  &o.     JSmprynied  5y  Caxton, 

1481,  foUo 800 

1174.  llie  Boke  which  is  sayd  or  called  Cathon,  &c.  printed  by  the 

tame,  1488,  folio.    Purchased  by  Alchome 5    0      0 

1256.  The  Doctrinal  of  Sapyenoe,  pritUed  by  the  tame,  1489,  folio. 
Purchased  by  Alchome .660 

1257.  The  Booke  named  the  Gordyal,  printed  by  the  tame,    1479, 

folio 6  12     6 

But  there  is  no  end  to  these  curious  Tolumes.  I  wiU,  however,  only  add  that 
there  were  upwards  of  150  articles  of  Old  Playt,  mostly  in  quarto.  See  page  73. 
Of  Antiquitiet,  ChronicUs,  and  Topography,  it  would  be  difficult  ta  pitch  upon 
the  rarest  volumes.  The  collection,  including  yeiy  few  MSS.,  contained  probably 
about  7000  volumes.  The  catalogue,  in  a  dean  condition,  is  somewhat 
uncommon. 

2c2 
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scholarship    of  this    illustrious   bibliomaniao,*    and    the 
precious  volumes  with    which    his   library  was    stored. 


*  Lysander  is  now  arrived,  pursuing  hh  chronological  order,  at  a  very  im- 
portant period  in  the  annala  of  book-sales.  The  name  and  oolleotion  of  Dr. 
Askew  are  so  well  known  in  the  bibliographical  world  that  the  reader  need  not 
be  detained  with  laboured  commendations  on  either :  in  the  present  place,  how- 
ever. It  would  be  a  cruel  disappointment  not  to  say  a  word  or  two  by  way  of 
preface  or  prologue.  Dr.  ANTHomr  Askew  had  eminently  distinguished  himself 
by  a  refined  taste,  a  sound  knowledge,  and  an  indefatigable  research,  relating  to 
every  thing  connected  with  Grecian  and  Roman  literature.  It  was  to  be 
expected,  even  during  his  life,  as  he  was  possessed  of  sufficient  means  to  gratify 
himself  with  what  was  rare,  curious,  and  beautiful,  in  literature  and  the  fine 
arts,  that  the  public  would  one  day  be  benefited  by  such  pursuits :  especially  as 
he  had  expressed  a  wish  that  his  treasures  might  be  unreservedly  submitted  to 
sale,  after  hk  decease.  In  this  wish  the  doctor  was  not  singular.  Many 
eminent  ooUectors  had  indulged  it  before  him :  and,  to  my  knowledge,  many 
modem  ones  still  indulge  it.  Accordingly,  on  the  death  of  Dr.  Askew,  in  1774, 
appeared,  in  the  ensuing  year,  a  catalogue  of  his  books  for  sale,  by  Messrs. 
B2^er  and  Leigh,  under  the  following  title:  "Bibliotheca  Askeviana,  tive 
Catalogtu  Lihrorum  Rarisiimorum  Antonii  Askew,  M.D.,  quorum  Audio  fid  apttd 
S.  Baker  et  O.  Leigh,  in  Vico  dido  York  Sired,  Coveni  Garden,  Londini,  Die  Lunog, 
18  Fehruarii,  Mlxt^LXXV,  et  in  undevigiiUi  sequentes  diet.**  A  few  copies  were 
stiTick  off  on  large  paper,  which  are  yet  rather  common.  My  own  copy  is  of  this 
kind,  with  the  prices,  and  names  of  the  purchasers.  We  are  told,  by  the  com- 
piler of  the  catalogue,  that  it  was  thought  ''unnecessary  to  say  much  with 
respect  to  this  library  of  the  late  Dr.  Anthony  Askew,  as  the  collector  and  the 
collection  were  so  well  known  in  almost  all  parts  of  Europe."  Afterwards  it  is 
observed  that  '*  The  books  in  general  are  in  very  fine  condition,  many  of  them 
bound  in  moroooo,  and  russia  leather,  with  gilt  leaves."  "  To  give  a  particular 
account,"  continues  the  compiler,  "of  the  many  scarce  editions  of  books  in  this 
catalogue  would  be  almost  endless,  therefore  the  first  editions  of  the  classics,  and 
some  extremely  rare  books,  are  chiefly  noticed.  The  catalogue,  without  any 
doubt,  contains  the  beet,  rarest,  and  most  valuable  collection  of  Greek  and 
Latin  Books  that  was  ever  sold  in  England,  and  the  great  time  and  trouble 
of  forming  it  will,  it  is  hoped,  be  a  sufficient  excuse  for  the  price  put  to  it." 
(Is.  6d.  the  snudl  paper,  and  is.  the  large.)  This  account  is  not  overcharged. 
The  collection  in  regard  to  Greek  and  Roman  literature  was  unique  in  its  day. 
Enriched  with  many  a  tome  from  the  Harleian,  Dr.  Mead's,  Martin  Folkes'sy 
and  Dr.  Bawlinson's  library,^  as  well  as  with  numerous  rare  and  splendid  articles 
from  foreign  collections  (for  few  men  travelled  with  greater  ardour,  or  had  an 
acuter  discrimination  than  Dr.  Askew),  the  books  were  sought  after  by  almost 
every  one  then  eminent  for  bibliographical  research.  His  Majestt  was  a 
purchaser,  says  Mr.  J.  Nichols,  to  the  amount  of  about  300/.  ;  Dr.  Hunter,  to 
the  amount  of  500/. ;  and  De  Bcre  (who  had  commissions  from  the  King  of 
France  and  many  foroign  collectors,  to  the  amount  of  1500/.)  made  purchases  to 
the  same  amount ;  Dr.  Maty  was  solicited  by  the  trustees  of  the  British  Museum 
not  to  be  unmindful  of  that  repository ;  and  accordingly  he  became  a  purchaser 
to  a  considerable  amount.     The  late  worthy  and  learned  Mr.  M.  Crachebode, 
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the  choice  collections  of  De  Bozc,  Gaignat^ '  Mead, 
Folkes,  cannot  but   sigh,  with  grief  of  heart,  on 


libraiy  now  forms  one  of  the  most  splendid  acquisitions  of  the  British 
m,  and  whose  hequat  of  it  will  immortalize  his  memory,  was  also  among 
Emptores  Uterarii"  at  this  reoowniDd  sale.  He  had  eniiched  his  oolleotion 
9Any  an  "  Bxeu^Uxr  Atkemamm ;"  and,  in  his  latter  days,  used  to  elevate 
nds  and  eyes,  and  exclaim  against  the  prices  now  offered  for  Editiones 
iFn.  The  fact  is.  Dr.  Askew's  sale  has  been  considered  a  sort  of  era  in 
praphy.  Since  that  period,  rare  and  curious  books  in  Greek  and  Latin 
are  have  been  greedily  sought  after,  and  obtained  (as  a  recent  sale 
antly  testifies)  at  most  extravagant  prices.  It  is  very  well  for  a  veteran 
•Hographical  literature,  as  was  Mr,  Craoherode,  or  as  aro  Mr.  WodhuU, 
r.  Gosset — whose  collections  were,  in  part,  formed  in  the  days  of  De  Bure, 
ity  Askew,  Duke  de  la  Valliere,  and  Lamoignon— it  is  very  well  for  such 
men  to  declaim  against  modem  prices !  But  what  is  to  be  done  ?  Classical 
grow  scarcer  every  day,  and  the  love  of  literature,  and  of  possessing  rare 
iteresting  works,  increases  in  an  equal  ratio.  Hungry  bibliographers  meet, 
«y  with  well-furnished  purses,  and  are  resolved  upon  sumptuous  fare  I 
lie  hammer  rnbrates,  after  a  bidding  of  forty  pounds,  where  formerly  it 
^gulariy  to  fall  at  foub  I  But  we  lose  sight  of  Dr.  Askew's  rare  editiotu, 
vrgt  paper  copiu.  The  following,  gentle  reader,  is  but  an  imperfect 
lenl 

£    f.    d. 

Chanoer's  Works,  by  Pynson,  no  date 7  17    6 

Cioero  of  Old  Age,  by  Caxton,  1481 13  18    0 

Gillee  (Nicole)  Annales,  fto.,  do  France.  Paris,  foL  1520,  2  torn. 

I  viLm 81  10     6 

iSginetee  (Pauli)  Pra3cepta  Salubria ;   Paris,  quarto,  1510.     On 

LLUM  .        .        .        .  11    0      0 

JEaojpi  Fabulffi.    BdU.  Princepi  ciix,  1483  .660 

Boccaoio,  fl  Teseide,  Ferar,  1475.  Prima  Edizione  .        .  86    0      0 

lis  copy,  which  is  called,  ** probably  unique,*'  was  onoe,  I  suspect, 
Lflul  Smith's  library.  See  Bthl.  Smith,  p.  Ixiii.  The  reader  will 
)me  account  of  it  in  Warton*s  Histoxgr  of  Engl.  Poetry,  vol  i.. 
It  was  printed,  as  well  as  the  subsequent  editions  of  1488,  and^ 
"with  some  deviations  from  the  original,  and  even  misrepresenta- 
)f  the  story."  His  majesty  was  the  purchaser  of  this  precious 
Qcommon  book.] 

Cornelius  Nopos,  1471.    Edit  Priu,  11  11      0 

Alexander  de  Ales,  super  tertium  Sententiar.    1474,  OK  vellum.  15  15      0 
Anthologia  Grsoca.    Edil,  Prin.  1494,  on  vellum.     .        .        .  28    7      0 

In  Dr.  Hunter's  Museum. 
Ammiantis  Marcellinus,  1474.    Edit,  Prin,         .        .        .        .  23    0      0 
Ciceroms  Opera  omnia,  Oliveti,  9  vols,    quarto,    1740,   Charta 

ixima  ...  86  15      0 

Ejusdem  Offida,  1465.    EdiL  Prin.  80    U      0 

uatullus,  Tibullus,  ot  Proportius ;  Aldi,  8vo.,  1502.    Ifi  Mem* 

iHis 17  10      0 
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reflecting  upon  such  a  victim!  How  ardently^  and 
how  kindly  (as  I  remember  to  have  heard  one  of  his 
intimate  firiend     say)  would  Askew  unlock  the  stores  of 


This  copy  was  porohased  by  the  late  Mr.  M.  G.  Cracherode,  and  is 
now,  with  his  library,  in  the  British  Museum.  It  is  a  beautiful  book ; 
but  cannot  be  compared  with  Lord  Spencer's  Aldine  tsllux  Viigil, 
of  the  same  sise. 

KO.  £    M,    d. 

1676.  Durandi  Rationale,  kc,  1469.    Iv  MjnfBRATin  .       .       .  61    0     0 

The  beginning  of  the  Ist  chi^pter  was  wanting.    Lord  Spencer  has 
a  perfect  copy  of  this  rare  book,  printed  upon  spotless  vbllum. 
2666.  Platonis  Opera,  i^ud  Aldum ;  2  toIs.,  foL,  15ia.    JBdiL  Prin. 

ON  VELLUM 55  18       0 

Purohased  by  the  late  Dr.  William  Hunter ;  and  is,  at  this  mo- 
ment, with  the  Doctor's  books  and  ouriositiesy  at  Olatgow.  The  reader 
can  have  no  idea  of  the  beauty  of  these  vellum  leayes.  The  ink  is  of 
the  finest  lustre,  and  the  whole  typographical  arrangement  may  be  con- 
sidered a  masterpiece  of  printing.  If  I  could  forget  the  magnificent 
copy  which  I  have  seen  (but  not  upon  yellum)  of  the  "  Etymologicum 
magnum,"  in  the  Luton  Library,  I  should  call  ikit  the  chef-d'ceuvre 
of  the  Aldine  Press. 
2812.  Plinii  Hist.  Natural;  apud  Spiram,  foL,  1469.    EdiL  Princept,  43    0      0 

This  dopy  has  been  recently  sold  for  a  sum  considerably  less  than 
it  bix)ught.  It  bears  no  kind  of  comparison  with  the  copy  in  Lord 
Spencer's,  Dr.  Hunter's,  and  the  Cracherode,  collections.  These  latter 
are^nU  toit  1 

2818.  Id.  cum  notis  Harduini ;  1723,  3  vols.,  on  vellum.     .        .       .  42    0      0 
8346.   Tewrdranckhs ;    Poema  Qermanica,   Norimb,    foL,    1617,  ON 

vellum. 21    0     0 

This  is  a  book  of  uncommon  rarity.  It  is  a  poetical  composition 
on  the  life  and  actions  of  the  Emperor  Maximilian  I.,  and  was  fre- 
quently reprinted ;  but  not  with  the  same  care  as  were  the  earlier 
editions  of  1617  and  1619— the  latter,  at  Augsburg,  by  John  Schous- 
pergus.  EoBllerus,  who  purchased  a  copy  of  this  work  on  vellum,  for 
200  crowns,  has  given  a  particularly  tempting  description  of  it.  See 
Schelhom's  "Amasnitatei  liUrarw;*  tom.  ii,  480— iii.,  144.  Dr. 
Hunter  purchased  Dr.  Askew's  copy,  which  I  have  seen  in  the 
Museum  of  the  for^per :  the  wood-outs,  118  in  number,  justify  every 
thing  said  in  conimendation  of  them  by  Papillon  and  Heinecken. 
Probably  Dr.  Askew  purchased  the  above  copy  of  Osborne ;  for  I  find 
one  in  the  BibL  HOtUian,  voL  ill.,  no.  8240.  See,  too,  BibL  Mead,  p. 
289,  no.  48 ;  where  k  vellum  copy,  of  the  edition  of  1627,  was  sold 
for  9/.  9«.  My  friend,  Mr.  Douce,  has  also  beautiful  copies  of  the 
editions  of  1617  antt  1619,  upon  paper  of  the  finest  lustre.  It  has 
been  a  moot  point  w*^  bibUographers  whether  the  extraordinary  type 
of  this  book  be  wood,  ^d  cut  in  solid  blocks,  or  moveable  types  of 
metal.  No  one  is  betlibi^  able  to  set  this  point  "  at  rest,"  as  lawyen 
call  it,  than  the  gentleman  whose  name  is  here  last  mentioned. 
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his  glittering  book  -  treasures ! — open  tbe  magnilScent 
folio,  or  the  shining  duodecimo,  printed  upon  vellum,  and 
embossed  with  golden  knobs,  or  held  fast  with  silver 
clasps!  How  carefully  would  he  unrol  the  curious 
manuscript,  decipher  die  half  effaced  characters — and 
then,  casting  an  eye  of  ecstacy  over  the  shelves  upon 
which  similar  treasures  were  lodged,  exult  in  the  glorious 
prospect  before  him  !  But  death — ^who,  as  Horace  tells 
us,  equally  exercises  the  knocker  of  the  palace  and 
cottage-door,  made  no  scruple  to   rap  at   that  of  our 

vo.  £  9,    d. 

8837.    TerentiantiB  MauroB  de  Literis,  Syllabis,   et  Metris  HoratiL 

Mediol.  fol.,  1497      . 12  12    0 

"  This  18  judged  to  be  the  only  oopy  of  this  edition  in  England,  if 
not  in  the  whole  world.  Dr.  Askew  oould  find  no  copy  in  his  travels 
over  Europe,  though  he  made  earnest  and  particular  search  in  every 
library  which  he  had  an  opportunity  of  consulting."  Note  in  the 
catalogue.  It  was  purchased  by  Dr.  Hunter,  and  is  now  in  his  Museum. 
Originally  it  belonged  to  Dr.  Taylor,  the  editor  of  Lysias  and  De- 
mosthenes,  who  originally  procured  it  from  the  Harleian  Library,  for 
four  guineas  only.  We  are  told  that,  during  his  life,  9m  hundred 
g^uineas  would  not  have  obtained  it  t 

Rare  and  magnificent  as  the  preceding  artdoles  may  be  considered,  (I  can  con- 
fidently assure  the  reader  that  they  form  a  very  small  part  of  the  extraordinary 
books  in  Dr.  Abksw's  library.  Many  a  ten  and  twenty  pounder  has  been  omitted 
— many  a  prince  of  an  edition  paoed  by  unregarded  I  The  articles  were  8570 
in  number;  probably  comprehending  about  7000  volumes.  They  were  sold 
for  40002.  It  remains  only  to  add  that  Dr.  Abkew  was  a  native  of  Kendal,  in 
Westmorland ;  that  he  practised  as  a  physician  there  with  considerable  success, 
and,  on  his  establishment  in  London,  was  visited  by  all  who  were  distinguished 
for  learning,  and  curious  in  the  fine  arts.  Dr.  Mead  supported  him  with  a  sort 
of  paternal  seal ;  nor  did  he  find  in  his  protegS  an  ungprateful  son.  (See  the 
Director,  vol.  i,  p.  809.)  Few  minds  were  probably  more  congenial  than  were 
those  of  MsAD  and  Askew  :  the  former  had,  if  I  may  so  speak,  a  magnificence 
of  sentiment  which  infused  into  the  mind  of  the  latter  just  notions  of  a  cha- 
racter aiming  at  tolid  inielUctual  fame ;  without  the  petty  arts  and  dirty  tricks 
which  we  now  see  too  frequently  pursued  to  obtain  it.  Dr.  Abkew,  with  less 
pecuniary  means  of  gratifying  it,  evinced  an  equal  ardour  in  the  pursuit  of  books, 
MSS.,  and  inscriptions.  I  have  heard  from  a  very  worthy  old  gentleman,  who 
used  to  revel  'midst  the  luxury  of  Abkew's  table,  that  £bw  men  exhibited  their 
books  and  pictures,  or,  as  it  is  called,  skewed  the  Lions,  better  than  did  the 
Doctor.  Of  his  attainments  in  Greek  and  Roman  literature  it  becomes  not  me 
to  speak,  when  such  a  scholar  as  Dr.  Pabb  has  been  most  eloquent  in  their 
praise.  I  should  observe  that  the  MSS.  of  Dr.  Abkew  were  separately  sold  in 
1781,  and  produced  a  vexy  considerable  sum.  The  Appendix  to  Scapula,  pub- 
lished in  an  8?o.  volume,  in  1789,  was  complied  from  one  of  these  MSS. 
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renowned  Doctor — when  Askew,  with  all  his  skill  in 
medicine  and  knowledge  of  books,  yielded  to  the  som- 
mons  of  the  grim  tyrant — and  died  lamented,  as  he  lived 
beloved! 

After  an  event  so  striking  and  so  melancholy,  one 
would  think  that  futore  Virtuosi  would  have  barricadoed 
their  doors,  and  fumigated  their  chambers,  in  order  to 
escape  the  ravages  of  the  Book-Pest: — but  how  few 
are  they  who  prolQt  by  experience,  even  when  dearly 
obtained!  The  subsequent  History  op  the  Bibuo- 
MANIA  is  a  striking  proof  of  the  truth  of  this  remark : 
for  the  disease  rather  increased,  and  the  work  of 
death  yet  went  on.  In  the  following  year  (1776)  died 
John  Ratclippb  ;  *  a  bibliomaniac  c^  a  very  peculiar 


*  BXBUOTHBCA  BATOLmiAlf A ;  OT,  *^  A  CoUUoffw  of  tU  eUgoiU  and  truly 
wUmble  Librmry  qf  John  Batoliftb,  Bsq.,  late  qf  Bermandtey,  dteeated. 
Hie  whole  oollected  with  great  judgment  and  ezpenae,  during  the  last  thirty 
yean  of  his  life  :  comprehending  a  large  and  most  choice  oollection  of  the  rare 
old  En^^h  blaek-UUer,  in  fine  preservation,  and  in  elegant  bindingB,  printed  by 
CSazton,  Lettoo,  Machlinia,  the  anonymous  St.  Alban*s  Schoolmaster,  Wynkyn 
do  Worde,  Pynson,  Berthelety  Orafton,  Day,  tf ewberie,  Bfarshe,  Jugge,  Whyt- 
church,  Wyer,  Rastell,  Coplande,  and  ihe  rest  of  the  Old  Englith  Typograpken  : 
seyeral  missals  and  MSS.,  and  two  pedigrees  on  vellum,  finely  illuminated.*' 
The  title-page  then  sets  forth  a  specimen  of  these  black-letter  gems ;  among 
which  our  eyes  are  dassled  with  a  galaxy  of  Gaxtoiis,  Wynkyn  de  Wordee, 
Pynaons,  fto.,  &o.  The  sale  took  place  on  March  27,  1776 ;  altiiough  the  year 
is  unaccountably  omitted  by  that  renowned  auctioneer,  the  late  Mr.  Christie, 
who  disposed  of  them.  If  ever  there  was  a  unique  collection,  this  was  one— the 
very  essence  of  Old  Divinity,  Poetry,  Romances,  and  Chronicles  I  The  articles 
were  only  1675  in  number ;  but  their  intrinsic  value  amply  compensated  for 
their  paucity.  The  following  is  but  an  inadequate  specimen  : 
NO.  £  t,    d. 

1815.    Horace's  Arte  of  Poetrie,  Pistles,  and  Satyres,  by  Durant,  1667. 

Fmi  English  Edition 0  16    0 

1821.    The  Shepard's  Calendar,  1579.    Whetstone's  Castle  of  Delight, 

1574 12    0 

1892.    The  Pastyme  of  People,  printed   hy  Rattell,    Curious  wood- 
outs     470 

1898.    The  Chronicles  of  Englande,  printed  by  Caxton,  fine  copy,  1480    5    5    0 
1894.    Ditto,  printkl  ai  iSif.  Albant,  1488.    Purchased  by  Dr.  Hunter, 

and  now  in  his  Museum  (which  copy  I  have  seen)      .        .        .        .770 
1408.    Barclay's  Shyp  of  Folys,  printed  by  Pynson,  1508,  JirH  edit, 

a  fine  copy 2  10    0 

1426«    The  Doctrinal  of  Sapyenoe,  p}*iAl«2  &y  Cotton,  1489    .  .880 
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character.    If  he  had  contented  himself  with  his  fonner 
occupation,    and    frequented    the    butter    and    dieese, 


tto.  £  t,    d. 

1427.  Th«  Bake   nailed   Oathon,   diOe,    1483.     PuretuMd   b^   Dr. 
Huntar,  and  now  In  bis  Museum 6    6    0 

1428.  The  Pol}^yque  Boke,  named  IHilliua  de  Senectiite,  In  Engljibe, 
primai  Ay  Caxton,  1431 14    0    0 

1429.  The  Oame  of  CbeBse  PUtb.     No  data.    PriiiUd  Jy  Caxton .       .  18   0   0 

1S6S.    Ttu>BdkeolJaKoa,pTinl»dbgCaxloa 5  10    0 

1SS9.    The  PtiljaliToniooD  of  Baoulph  HIgdsn,  tranil&ted  by  Trerlia, 

14S2.  Pruttod  dy  d4  Msu,  and  jmrahaaed  by  Dr.  Hunter  .  .  S  15  6 
IS70.    Legmda  Auiea,  (a  tbe  Ooldeu  Legeode.    PHuitd  bg  At  joau, 

148S    .       .       .       . 0  16    0 

1S74.    Hr.   BatoMs't  MS.  Catalogue  of  the  ran  nU  blad-ttller  mut 

cOa- anTioutcrndtuuommon  booh,  4  ■To)a 7  16    0 

\T\aa  would  hare  beau  the  most  delioioui  aitinle  to  ny  palate.  It 
the  preient  owner  of  it  were  diapoaed  to  part  with  It,  I  oould  not  SndJ 
It  In  mjr  heurt  to  rafnse  him  eoaymmd  inUmt  for  his  money.  A«  la 
the  wooden  ftame-work  to  the  brioklayer,  in  the  ooaitmoUon  of  hia 
arch,  ao  might  Mr.  BatoUfle'a  Ha  Cata]of^«a  be  to  me  in  the  com- 
pilatlon  of  a  oertalD  nagnvn  oput  f\ 

1  beg  pardon  of  the  nniwi  of  "John  Batcliffs,  Eaq,,"  for  the  Tsry  inadequate 
manner  in  which  I  have  brought  forward  his  collection  to  public  notice.  The 
memory  of  tuch  a  man  ought  to  be  dear  to  the  "  blaet-ltOer-dogf  o(  the  preaent 
day  ;  for  he  had  (miiabUe  dietui)  vpvardi  qf  Thibtv  Caxtorh  I  I  take  the 
preaent  opportonity  of  presenting  the  reader  with  the  following  engmying  of 
the  RatoUiTe  Libniy,  Oion. 

If  I  mi^t  haaird  a  oomparieon 
between  Mr.  Jamee  West's  and  Mr. 
J<An  RatcUffe'i  oollaotltilui,  I  should 
say  that  the  former  wsa  more  eiten- 
dve  ;  the  latter  more  onrtoua.  Hr. 
West's,  like  a  magniBcent  diaipagiiti 
executed  by  the  band  of  Claude  or 
Both,  and  enclosing  mountalna, 
meadows,  and  streams,  presented  to 
the  eye  of  Uie  beholder  a  scene  at 

ODce  Inmriant  and  fruitful :  Mr,  Rat-  ^^^^^^irMi  l  •-'   II 

cli9e*s,  like  one  of  those   confined  ^^^^^11' IK  I  lA  11 

pieces    of  eoenary,  touched  by  the  ^^^^^Jh 

pencil  of  BTedael  or  Hobbima,  eihi- 

biteii  to  the  beholder's   eye  a   spot  ^^^^^^^^ 

equally  Intareating,  but   lesa   vaiied  ^^^|HbV  ft  >     V  ^4-^ 

and   eitensire  :  the  judgment   dls-       f^^aH^m   I       I   IKLj 
played  in  both  might  be  ttie  aami  "^    ~  "^ 

The    sweeping    foliage     and     ric 
paeturo  of  the  former  oould  not,  perhaps,  afford  greater  gratiBcatlon  than  U 
thatuhodoottage,  abrupt  deolivitiea,  and  gushing  at  ~  ~ 
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instead  of  the  book^  market — ^if  he  could  have  fancied 
himself  in  a  brown  pemke^  and  Russian  apron^  instead 
of  an  embroidered  waistcoat^  velvet  breeches,  and 
flowing  periwig,  he  might,  perhaps,  have  enjoyed 
greater  longevity;  but,  infatuated  by  the  Caxtom  and 
Wynkyn  de  Wardes  of  the  West  and  Fletewode  col- 
lections, he  fell  into  the  snare;  and  the  more  he 
struggled  to  disentangle  himself,  the  more  certainly 
did  he  become  a  victim  to  the  disease. 

It  is  with  pain  that  I  trace  the  ravages  of  the  Book- 
Mania  to  a  later  period.  Many  a  heart  yet  aches,  and 
many  a  tear  is  yet  shed,  on  a  remembrance  of  the 
mortality  of  this  fi^htiul  disease.  After  the  purchasers 
of  Ratdiffe's  treasures  had  fully  perused,  and  deposited 
in  fit  places  within  their  libraries,  some  of  the  scarcest 
volumes  in  the  collection,  they  were  called  upon  to  wit- 
ness a  yet  more  splendid  victim  to  the  Bibliomania :  I 
mean,  the  Honourable  Topham  Beauclerk.*  One,  who 


the  metaphor— Bfr.  West's  was  a  mag^ni&oent  repositoTy;  Mr.  Ratdiffe's,  a 
cabinet  of  ouriosities.  Of  some  partioulars  of  Mr.  Ratoliffs's  life^  I  had  hoped 
to  have  found  gleanings  in  Mr.  Nichols's  Anecdotes  of  Bowyer;  but  his  name 
does  not  eyen  appear  in  the  index ;  being  probably  resenred  for  the  second 
forth-coming  enlarged  edition.  Meanwhile,  it  m^y  not  be  miinteresting  to 
remark  that^  like  Magliabechi,  (vide  p.  86,  ante)  he  imbibed  his  lore  of 
reading  and  collecting  from  the  accidental  possession  of  scraps  and  leayes  of 
books.  The  fact  is,  Mr.  fiatcliffe  once  kept  a  chandler's  skofp  in  the  Borough ; 
and,  as  is  the  ease  with  all  retail  traders,  had  great  quantities  of  old  books  brought 
to  him  to  be  purchased  at  so  much  per  lb,  /  Hence  arose  his  passion  for  coUecting 
the  hlaci'kttm;  as  well  as  Stilton  cheeses:  and  hence,  by  unwearied  assiduity, 
and  attention  to  business,  be  amassed  a  sufficiency  to  retire,  and  live,  for  the 
remainder  of  his  dayai,  upon  the  Inznry  of  Old  English  LirERATURB  1 

*  There  are  few  libraries  better  worth  the  attention  of  a  scholarlike  collector  than 
was  the  one  of  the  distinguished  character  above  noticed  by  Lysander.  The 
Catalogue  of  (Beauderk's  books  has  the  following  title :  "  Bibliotheca  Beau- 
clerkicMa ;  A  Catalogue  of  the  large  and  valuaUe  Library  of  the  late  Hon6urahU 
ToPHAM  BXAUOLEBK,  F.R8.,  dectoied  ;  comprehending  an  excellent  choice  of 
books,  to  the  number  of  iq>waidi  of  80,000  volumes,  &c.  Sold  by  auction,  by 
Mr.  Pateraon,  in  April,  1781/  8vo.  The  catalogue  has  two  parts :  part  i.  con- 
taining 280 ;  part  n.  187,  pp.  The  most  magnificent  and  costly  volume  was  tho 
laiigest  paper  copy  of  Dr.  Clarke's  edition  of  CflGsar's  Commentaries,  1712,  fol.,. 
which  was  sold  for  44/. ;  and  of  which  the  binding,  according  to  Dr.  Harwood'a 
testimony,  cost  fU,  5i.    There  is  nothing,  in  fMdern  times,  yoiry  marvelloiis  in 


i 
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had  frequently  gladdened  Johnson  in  his  gloomy  mo- 
ments; and  who  is  allowed^  by  that  splenetic  sage  and 

this  price  of  binding.  Of  the  two  paarU  of  the  Beauderk  ooUeotiony  the  aeoomd 
is  the  most  valuable  to  the  collector  of  English  Antiquities  and  Histoty,  and  the 
frst  to  the  general  scholar.  But  let  not  the  bibliomaniac  run  too  swiftly  over 
the  firsts  for  at  noe.  8450,  8458,  he  will  find  two  books  which  rank  among  the 
rarest  of  those  in  old  English  poetry.  At  the  dose  of  the  second  part,  there 
are  a  few  curious  manuscripts ;  three  of  which  are  desenring  of  a  description  here. 

PABTn.  £   t,    d, 

8275.  Thomas  of  Arundel,  his  Legend  in  old  English  Tone ;  vn  parts, 
with  the  Entre,  or  Prologue  :  wrUUn  A.D,  M,C.  VIL  upon  vdlMm, 
the  CajniaU  iUuminated,  fol.     Here  follows  a  specimen   of  the 

verse .       .       .    1  18     0 

yeflfnt  pt  ofysytis 
cfmon  and  qfhU  tmokednu, 

pe  Meoundt  pUfaiowynig  e$ 
qfyt  vforldet  wMtoMttnes. 
ye  yyrdde  pt  yt  isqfdeth 
A  i^peyn  ytvitky  gtth: 

the  fuih*  parte  is  cf  purgatory 
yen  eoulee  hen  deneed  ofherfolye. 
yefyjtept  qfys  dey  of  doom 
dqf  tokens  ytl)yf ore  slwUcoom. 

yetyxte  pt  qfye  boike  to  teUe 
yt  epekeltk  ofyepeynea  ofkeUe. 

ye  eeoentke  part  c^f  joys  in  Mven 
yathenenureyenneUmgmayneuen, 

8276.  The  Life  and  Acts  of  St.  Edmond,  King  and  Martyr,  by  John 
Lydgate,  Monk  of  Bury,  fol. :  a  choice  MS,  upon  vellum,  illumi- 
nated throughout,  and  embellithed  with  52  Historical  Miniatures, 

For  a  specimen  of  the  verse,  take  the  first  stanza :  .       .        .  22    1      0 

Thenoiblestoorytoputteinremembraunee 
OfSeynt  Edmond  mayd  martre  and  kyng 
WiiihMiSiuppoori  mystyUiwylavavnee 
fUrstto  oompyle  afftre  miy  komny^ 
his  gloryous  lyffhis  hUrthe  and  his  gynnyimg 
And  by  disoent  how  he  was  soo  good 
Was  in  Saannye  boms  of  the  royal  blood, 

8288.  The  Armes,  Honours,  Matches,  and  Issues  of  the  aundent  and 
illustrious  Faiolt  of  Vseb  :  described  in  the  honourable  progeny 
of  the  Earles  of  Oxenf ord  and  other  branches  thereof.  Together 
with  a  genealogical  deduction  of  this  noble  family  from  the  blood 
of  12  forreyne  princes :  vi£  8  Emperours,  8  Kings,  8  Dukes,  and 
8  Earles,  fto.  Gathered  oiU  of  History,  Recordes,  ctnd  other  Monu- 
ments  qf  Antiquity,  by  PercivaU  Ooulding,  Cfent,  The  Arms  illumi- 
naledffolio 900 

I  will  just  add  that  this  catalogue  fis  creditably  printed  in  a  good  size  octavo 
volume,  and  that  there  are  copies  upon  large  paper.  The  arrangement  of  the 
books  is  veiy  creditable  to  the  bibliographical  reputation  of  Paterson. 
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great  teacher  of  morality,  to  have  united  the  elegant 
manners  of  a  gentleman  with  the  mental  accomplish- 
ments of  a  scholar.  Beauclerk's  Catalogue  is  a  fair 
specimen  of  the  analytico-bibliographical  powers  ef 
Paterson:  yet  it  must  be  confessed  that  this  renowned 
champion  of  catalogue-makers  shines  with  greater,  and 
nearly  perfect,  splendour,  in  the  collection  of  the  Rev. 
Thomas  Crofts* — a  collection  which,  taking  it  "  for  all 


*  When  tke  reader  is  informed  that  Paiersen  tells  us,  in  the  preface  of  this 
Tolume,  that "  In  almost  erery  langoa^  and  science,  and  even  under  the  shortest 
heads,  some  one  or  more  rare  articles  occur ;  but  in  the  copious  classes,  such  as 
follow,  literary  curiosity  is  gratified,  is  highly  featttcP' — and  that  the  authorfof 
this  remark  used,  in  his  latter  days,  to  hit  his  knee  hard  with  his  open  hand,  and 

exclaim — "By  Q ,  Crofts'  Catalogue  is  my  chef  d'oeuvpo,  out  and  out** — 

when  he  reflects,  I  say,  for  a  minute  upon  these  two  bibliographical  stimuli,  he 
will  hasten  (if  he  haye  it  not  already)  to  seize  upon  that  volume  of  which  the 
following  ia  but  an  imperfect  specimen  of  the  treasures  contained  in  it :  ''  Biblto- 
theca  CroJUiana :  A  CatcUogue  qf  the  curious  and  dittinguithed  lAbroxy  itf  the 
iaU  Retferend  and  Learned  Thomas  Cbofts,  AM.,  &c.  Sold  by  auction,  by 
Mr.  Paterson,  in  April,  1788,"  8vo.  This  o(^ection,  containing  8S60  articles, 
although  not  quite  so  generally  useful  as  the  preceding,  is  admirably  well 
arranged ;  and  evinces,  from  the  rarity  of  some  of  the  volumes  in  the  more 
curious  departments  of  literature,  the  sound  bibliographical  knowledge  and  cor- 
root  taste  of  Mr.  Crofts :  who  was,  in  truth,  both  a  scholar  and  bibliomaniac  of 
no  ordinaiy  reputation.  I  hasten  to  treat  the  reader  with  the  following  Bxeerpta 
CroJUiana :  being  a  selection  of  articles  from  this  catalogue,  quite  according  with 
the  present  prevafling  fashion  of  Book-Collecting : 

NO.  £    t,    d, 

2741.  Bacoolta  de  Poeti  Provenzali  MS.  antiq.  ^SMpermeifi&r.,  8vo.,  ear, 

here,  oioec  une  table  det  noms  des  trouJbadourt  eontetiu  dant  ee  MS.      .57      6 

4920.  Les  cent  nouvelles   nouvelles,  Lettret  Oothiquet,  fig.  fol.,  vdin 

Paris,  imprimSespar  Nic  Desprtz,    M.D.V.  •  >     •        •        .    2  15      0 

4921.  Le  Chevalier  de  la  Tour.  Et  le  guidon  des  gfuerres;  lettres 
Ocithiq%u,fig,fol.  tnaroq,  rouge,  imprimi  dParit,pour  Ouil,  Eustace, 
M.D.XIV.  2  17      0 

4922.  Le  premier,  second,  et  tiers  volume  de  Lancelot  du  Lac  ;  nou- 
ifellemetU  imprimi  d  Paris,    Uam.  mil  cinq  cens  et  xx,  pour  Michel 

le  Noir ;  Lettres  Oothiques,  Jig.  foL  maroq.  rouge 10  15      0 

4923.  Le  premier  et  le  second  volume  du  Sainct  G]:eaal,  contenant  la 
conqueste  dudict  Sainct  Greaal,  faicte  par  Lancelot  du  Lac,  Galaad 
Perceval  et  Boors ;  Lettres  SotMques,  Jig.  fol.  maroq.  roitge,  Paris, 
imprimS par  Phel  U  Noir,  U.D.XxnL        .        .        .        .        .        .576 

"Ge  volume  est  un  des  plus  rares  de  la  dasse  dee  Romans  de 

Chevalerie.    T.  C." 

4924.  Ci  Commence  Guy  de  Warwick  chevalier  Dangletorre  qui  en 
80^1  terns  fit  plusieurs  prouosses  et   conquostes  on  Allomaigno, 
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m  all/'  I  know  not  whether  it  be  exceeded  by  any  which 
this  country  has  recorded  in  the  shape  of  a  private 
catalogue.    The    owner    was  a    modesty    careftd^    and 


£    s.    d. 

Ytalie,  et  Dannemarche.  Et  aussi  snr  lea  infidollee  oxmemyB  de 
la  Giestient^  ;  Lettrts  Oothiques,  Jig.  fU,  maroq.  rouge,  Paris, 
imprimS  par  AnL  Couiec^,  iLB.XXY. 1  18      0 

4925.  Le  premier  et  le  second  Tolume  de  Merlin,  qui  [est  le  premier 
livre  de  la  table  ronde,  aTec  plosieurs  choses  moult  recreative  : 
auni  les  Prophecies  de  Merlin,  qui  est  le  tierce  partie  et  demiere  : 

LeUret  Oothiques,  2  torn,  ito,,  maroq.  rottge,  Paris,  M.D.XXVin.         .    1  18      0 

4926.  La  treselegante,  delideuse,  melliflue,  et  tredplaisante  Hystoire 
du  tresDoble,  viotori,  et  excellentiflsime  roy  Pero^orest,  Roy  de  la 
Grand  Bretaigne,  fundateur  du  Franopalais  et  du  temple  du  souye- 
rain  Dieu.  En  laquelle  lecture  pourra  yeoir  la  Bouroe  et  decora- 
tion de  toute  Chevalerie,  culture  de  yraye  Noblesse,  Prouesses,  && 
Avecques  pluaieurs  propheties,  Comptes  Damans,  et  leur  diyers 
fortunes.    Leiires  Oothiqnes,  6  Um,  en  ZJol,,  Paris,  ckez  OaUiot  du 

/V«,  ii.D.xxvin. .700 

4927.  Le  tiers,  quart,  cinquieeme, '  siziesme,  et  dernier  volumes  des 
Anciennes  Croniques  Dangleterre,  faictz  et  gestes  du  trespreux  et 
redoubte  en  chevalerie,  le  noble  roy  Percef orest :  imprimi  d  Paris 

pour  Egide  OowmunU  et  Phil,  le  Noir,  M.D,xxxii.  2  torn,  folio.         .    0  11      6 
Le  Parangon  des  Nouvelles,  honestes  et  delectables  & 
tons  ceubc  qui  desirent  voir  et  ouyr  choses  nouyelles 
et  recreatiyes  soubz   umbre  et  couleur  de  joyeuste, 
8vo.  fig.  maroq.  rouge.    Imprimesd  Ljfon,par  Denys 

429&    \     de  Harsy,  1532. 

Les  Parolles  joyeuses  et  Diets  memorables  des  nobles 
et  saiges  Homes  andens,  redigez  par  le  graoieulx  et 
honeste  Poete  Messire  Francoys  Petrarcque,  fig,   ib. 

1582 

4929.  L'Histoire  de  Isaie  le  triste  filz  de  Tristan  de  leonnoys,  jadis 
Cheyalier  de  la  table  ronde,  et  de  laRojrne  Izeut  de  Comouaille, 
ensemble  les  nobles  prouesses  de  chevallerie  faictes  par  Marc  lezUle 
fibs,  au  diet  Isaye :  Lettres  Oothiques,  avec  Jig.,  ito.,  maroq.  rouge. 

On  les  vend  d  Paris  par  JehanJBonf[ms,'h6S5 2  12     6 

**  There  is  no  direct  date  either  at  the  beginning  or  end,  nor  any 
privilege  annexed  to  this  rare  Romance.  Mr.  Crofts,  though  extremely 
accurate,  for  the  most  part,  has  made  no  remark ;  neither  has  the  in- 
dustrious Mr.  de  Bure  taken  notice  of  this  particular  edition.  The 
date  is,  nevertheless,  obvious,  according  to  my  conjecture.  After  the 
words  fila  du  diet  Isaye,  in  the  general  title,  at  some  distance,  stand 
these  nimierals  Ixv^  o.  At  first  I  apprehended  they  referred  to  the 
work,  as  containing  so  many  chapters;  but  upon  examining  the 
table,  I  foimd  the  Romance  to  consist  of  92  chapters :  I  conclude  they 
must  relate  to  the  date  of  the  book,  and  are  to  be  read  ]xv.  ante  M.D.C., 
or  1535.    S.P." 


Y    2    6     0 
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acntdy   sagadons    bibliomaniac:    learned^  retired^    jet 
communicatiye :    and   if  ever  you  lay  hold  of  a  karge 


NO.  £    s,    «L 

4982.  Meliadufl  de  LeoomoyB.  Du  present  Volame  sont  oonteniu 
loB  nobles  faicts  darmes  du  YaiUant  roy  Meliadus.  Ensemble 
plosienrs  autres  nobles  proesses  de  Gheyalerie  faiotes  tant  par  le 
roy  Arias,  Palamedes,  fto.,  Ac.    LeUres  Oothiques,f%g,,JoL,  maroq. 

hleu,  Paris,  chez  Galliot  du  Pri 8  10      0 

4983*  lihystoire  tresrecreatiye,  traiotant  des  faicts  et  gestes  du  noUe 
et  vaillant  Chevalier  Theseus  de  Coulongne,  par  sa  proeese 
Empereur  de  Rome.  Et  aussi  de  sons  fils  Gadifer,  Empereur  de 
Orece.  Pareillem'ent  des  trois  en&ns  de  Qadif er,  oestassaToir 
Regnaolt,  Beynier,  et  Reg^nesson,  ko,  Leitres  Oolhiquei,  avee  /iff. 
Uo.,  efi peauruue,  Parit,  f<mr  Jelum  B<mf&M,  t,a,  .  •  .500 
4988.  L'Histoire  Palladienne,  tiaitant  des  gestes  et  genereuz  Faita 
d*armes  et  d'armour  de  plusieurs  Giandz  Princes  et  Seigneun, 
speoialement  de  Palladien  filz  du  roy  Milanor  d'Angleterre,  et  de 
la  belle  Selenine,  &o. ;  par  feud.  Ck>let  Champenois, /^., />2., 
VMroquin  jaiune,      Patit,   de    Vimprimeru    d^Ettien,    QtmUeoai^ 

1555 1  18      0 

4945.  Hist  du  noble  Tristan  Prince  de  Leonnois,  Cheralier  de  la 
table  ronde,  et  d'Tsenlte,  Princesse  d'Yrlande,  Royne  de  Cor- 
nouaille ;  fait  Francois  par  Jean  Maugin,  dit  I'AngeTin,  fig,,  4io,, 

ma/roq.  rouge,  JRouen,    1586 15      0 

4958.  L'Hist.  du  noble  et  yaillant  Cfaeralier  P&ris  et  la  belle  Vienne, 

4(0.,  JRouen 8  10      0 

4961.  Histoires  Prodigieuses,  extractes  de  plusieurs  fameux  Autheurs, 
Grees  et  Latins,  par  Pier  Boaisteau,  CI.  de  Tesserant,  F.  de 
Belief orsst,  Bod.  Hoyer,  ko.,fig,  6  torn  en  8, 12ino.,  maroq.  rouge. 

Par  Chez  la  Vexfus  Cavellat,  1598 2   9      0 

4964.  Valentine  and  Orson,  cuts,  black  letter,   4to.     London ;  no 

date,    (Not  sold.) 
7276.  Hollinshed's   (Baphe)   and  William   Harrison's  Chronicles  of 
England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland,  continued  by  John  Hooker,  alias 
Yowell,  and  others ;  black  letter,  8  volt,  fol,,  large  paper,  in  RuMia, 

1586 18     2      6 

7899.  Lynch  (Jo.)  S«a  Gratiani  Ludi  Hibemi  Cambrensis  Eversus, 
sou  potius  Historica  fides,  in  Bebus  Hibemicis,  Giraldo  Cambrensi 
abrogata^  fol.  Impress.  An,  1662.     Sine  Loco  auJt  Nomine  Impres- 

sons  . .840 

"  Liber  inter  Historicos  Hibemicos  rarisdmus  et  inventu  difficilimus, 
quippe  cujus  pars  maxima  exemplarium  in  incendio  periit  LondinensL 
Sub  Ludi  Gratiani  nomine  latet  Terus  autor  Johannes  Lynch  (Tuamensis 
Archidiaconus)  qui  post  Ckdlvso  deditionem,  Exul  in  GraJlia  hoooe 
opus  patrisB  yindex  oomposuit.    T.C." 

This  catalogue  contains  8360  artides.  There  are  printed  lists  of  the  prices 
for  which  each  set  of  books  was  sold :  but  I  am  afiraid  that  an  arrant  biblio- 
maniac, like  myself  (for  thus  my  friends  are  crud  enough  to  call  me  t)  wiU  b« 
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copy  of  a  catalo^e  of  his  books^  which^  as  well . 
thesmall^  carries  the  printed  prices  at  the  end^  seize 
'tin  trramphy  Lisardo^  for  it  is  a  noble  yolume^  and  by 
DO  means  a  worthless  prize. 

Lis.  But  there  are  surely  other  large  paper 

Alman.      What    can    there    possibly   be  in    a   large 
copy  of  a   Catalogue  of  Books  which  merits  the 
.^tppellation  of  ^^  nobleness  "  and  ''  richness  ?" 

LoREN.  You  are  a  little  out  of  order.  Such  a  question 
^cuts  the  heart  of  a  bibliographer  in  twain.  Piray  let 
IZijrsander  pursue  his  narrative. 

Lysand.    I  have  no   sort  of  objection  to   such  inter- 

-^raptions.     But  I    think  the  day  is  not  very    far  distant 

"^rhen  females  will  begin  to  have  as  high   a  relish  for 

Jorge  paper  copies  of  every  work  as  their  male  rivals. 

INow   let   us  go   on  quietly  towards   the  close   of  my 

3ong-winded    bibliomaniacal  history.      And   jQrst    let  us 

:2iot  fail   to  pay  due   respect  to  the  cabinet  of  literary 

T)ijoux  collected  by  that  renowned  bibliomaniac,   Mark 

<!bphas  Tutbt.*      His  collection  was  distinguished  by 

^ODtent  only  with  a  large  paper  copy  of  it,  with  the  prices  neatly  penned  in  the 
margin.    1  oondnde  that  Lyeandor  reoommendB  the  volume  in  this  shape  to  all 
"taitefol  collectors. 

*  A  Catalogue  of  the  genuine  and  valuable  Collection  of  printed  Booh  and 
Manmaeriptt  qf  the  laie  Mabk  Cephas  Tutbt,  Esq.,  to  be  sold  by  auction  by 
Mr.  Gerard,  on  Wednesday,  the  15th  of  February,  1786,  8yo.  This  library 
evinoes  the  select  taste  and  accurate  judgment  of  its  collector.  There  were  only 
613  articles,  or  lots ;  but  these  in  general  were  both  curious  and  valuable.  I 
will  give  a'  specimen  or  two  of  the  Tutet  Cabinst  of  books. 
HO.  £    t»    d, 

10.    Various  Catalogues  of  Curiosities,  elegantly  bound  in  14  volumes, 
and  a  few  loose :  vnoH  qf  them  priced,  with  the  pwrchater^  names, 

A.D.  1721  to  1788,  8vo 8  16    0 

56.    Two  volumes  of  ancient  and  modem  cards,  eleg,  in  rustia  .        .550 
[These  volumes  were  purchased  by  Mr.  Payne's  father,  and  of  him 
by  Mr.  Gough.    At  the  sale  of  the   MSS.  of  the  latter  (1810)  they 
were  purchased  by  Mr.  Robert  Triphook,  bookseller,  of  St.  James'R 
Street ;  with  a  view  of  making  them  instrumental  to  a  work  which  he 
b  projecting.  Upon  the  History  and  Antiquity  of  Playing  Cards,"] 
86.  Broughton's  Concent  of  Scripture  :  prtAfMiiepcmve^ttm           .        .12     0 
118.    Snelling's  Silver  Coinage,— 1762;  ditto  Gold   Coinage,   1763; 
ditto  Copper  Coinage,  1768;  ditto  Miscellaneous  Views,     1769; 
ditto  Jettons,   1769 :  all  in  folio 7    0     0 
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some  very  uncommon    articles  of   early    date,  both 
foreign  and  British  typography;    and,  if   yon    take 
peep  into  Lorenzo's  priced  copy  of  the  catalogae  ocm- 
taining  also  the  purchasers'  names,    you  will  find 


ti 


These  form  a  oomplete  set  of  Snelliog's  works  in  folio,  and  are 
interspeTsed  with  a  great  nomber  of  very  oBefiil  and  interesting  notes 
and  observations,  by  Mr.  Tatet." 
NO.  '  £    f. 

120.    The  Byble,  &c.    Printed  by  Qrafton  and  Whitdmrdi,  1587» 

folio .'' 

[There  is  a  note  here  by  Tutet  which  does  not  evince  any  profoond 
knowledge  of  English  etymology.] 

168.    Rede  me  and  be  not  wroth,  12mo.,  no  place  nor  date    •        •        •    1  11 
175.  Servetos  do  Trinitatis  erroribus,  cor,  tur,,  15S1, 12mo.  .       .    8  14 

816. de  Trinitate  divinA,  Lond.,  1728,  4to 112 

829.  The  Arte  and  Crafte  to  know  well  to  dye.    PrinUd  dy  CaxUm^ 

1490,  folio 220 

887.  Hautin,  Figures  des  Monnoyes  do  France,  1619,   folio        •       .600 
864.  Parker  de  Antiq.  Brit.  EodesuB,  1572;  folio.    A  long  and  omioiis 

note  is  here  appended  4   4   0 

871.  The  Boke  of  Hawkinge,  Hnntyuge,  and  Fysshynge,  1496,  foL     .290 

872.  Sanota  Peregrinatio  in  Mont.  Syon,  &o.  1486,  folio    •        •       .770 
[  "This  is  the  first  book  of  travels  that  was  ever  printed.  ^The  maps 

are  vexy  remarkable;  that  of  the  Holy  Land  is  above  4  feet  long.*^ 

468.  Spaodo  della  Bestia  trionfante.    Parii,  1584,  Svo.     .        .        .770 

477.  Expositio  Sanoti  Jerenimi  in  Symbolum  Apoetolorom,  oor.  suwr. 

Oxcm,,  1468,  4to.  16    6   0 

479.  Polychronyoon ;  printed  hf  Caxton,  1482,  4to 4  12   0 

480.  Pfintiing  (Molchoir)  His  German  Poem  of  the  Adventures  of 
the  Emperor  Maximilian,  under  the  name  of  Tewrdanekh'a. 
Nuremb,,  1517,  folio 576 

481.  Initial  Letters,  Vignettes,  Cul  de  Lampes,  &o.,  2  vols,  degamUy 
h<mnd  in  nonia.    [These  beautiful  books  are  now  in  the  possession 

of  Mr.  Douce] 460 

488.  Bouteroue,  Beoherohes  curieusee  des  Monnoyes  de  France:  in 

morocco,  gilt,  Paris,  1666,  folio  .        .        .        .        .        .*        .600 

486.  Froissart's  Chronicles ;  printed  by  Pynson,  1528,  folio,  2  vols. 

A  heauHful  copy  elegantly  hound, 16    0    0 

487.  Reculo  of   the  Hystoryes   of  Troye ;  prinUd  by  Caxton,  (1471) 

Folio.    A  very  fine  copy,  and  quiie  complete 21    0    0 

490.  Ciceronis  Offioia,  1466,    4to.  On  paper, 25  10    0 

And  thus  wo  take  leave  of  that  judicious  and  tasteful  bibliomaniac,  If  amt 
Cephas  Tutbt  I 

Three  months  after  the  sale  of  the  prooeding  library,  appeared  the  BtbHUheoa 
Universalis  Selecta  of  Samuel  Paterson  ;  containing  a  collection  to  be  sold  by 
auction  in  May,  1786.  To  this  catalogue  of  8001  articles,  thoro  is  a  short  (I 
wish  I  could  add  ''sweet")  preface,  which  has  boon  extracted  in  the  Oendeman^s 
Miigasine,  voL  Ivi.,  p.  334;  and  in  the  Censura  LUeraria,  vol.  ii.,  p.  252 — but. 
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most  notorious  modem  bibliomaniacs  ran  away  with  the 
choicest  prizes.  Tatet's  catalogue,  although  drawn  up 
in  a  meagre  and  most  disadvantageous  style,  is  a*  great 
favourite  with  me ;  chiefiy  for  the  valuable  articles  which 
it  exhibits. 

The  following  year,  was  sold,  in  a  similar  way,  the 
sel^t  and  very  curious  collection  of  Richard  Wright, 
M.D.  ;*  the  strength  of  which  lay  chiefly  in  publications 

whaierer  accidental  reputation  the  yolume  may  have  received  from  the  notice  of 
it  in  these  periodical  works,  I  deem  both  the  preface  and  the  work  itself  quite 
unworthy  of  Paterson's  credit.  There  is  an  alphabetical  index  (not  always  very 
correct) ;  and  a  few  bibliographical  notes  are  subjoined  to  the  specification  of 
the  titles ;  and  these  considerations  alone  will  giye  the  book  a  place  in  the  library 
of  the  bibliomaniac.  The  collection  ia,  in  fact,  neither  uniyersal  nor  select :  and 
the  prefiEuse  is  written  in  the  worst  of  all  styles,  containing  the  most  common- 
place obserTations. 

*  Lysander  has  not  drawn  too  strong  an  outline  in  his  picture  of  the  Btbliotheea 
WrigkHana,  The  collection  was  elegant  and  select.  Let  ua  say  a  little  more 
about  it.  **A  Catalogue  of  the  Library  qfBiOHAXD  Wright,  M.D.  &c.,  con- 
sisting of  an  elegant  and  extensive  collection  of  books  in  every  branch  of  learn- 
ing, &c.,  many  of  the  scarcest  editions  of  the  Old  English  Poets,  Novels,  and 
Romances ;  idso  a  most  singular  assemblage  of  Theatrical  Writers,  including 
the  rarest  productions  of  the  English  Drama."  Sold  by  auction  by  T.  and  J. 
Egerton,  April  23rd,  1787,  8vo.  The  volume  is  neatly  printed,  and  the  books 
in  the  collection  are  arranged  in  alphabetical  order  under  their  respective  de- 
partments. We  will  now  fill  up  a  little  of  the  aforementioned  strong  outline 
of  the  picture  of  Wright's  library :  which  contained  2824  articles. 

£    s.  d. 
917,  920,  921.4-5-6-7,  931-2-8,  exhibit   a  glorious  specimen  of  the 
ancient  English  Chronicles— which,  ooUeotlvely,    did  not  produce 

a  sum  above 4500 

1223.  England's  Parnassus,  1600,  8vo 0  14    0 

1338.  Churchyarde's  Choice,  1579, 4to 2  14    0 

1334.  firstpMrtof  his  Chippes,  1575,  4to.  .       .        .    8  18    6 

1343.  Bobert  Greene's  Works,  2  vols.,  elegantly  hound,  4to.  (contain- 
ing 17  pieces.)     5  19    0 

1374.  SbypofFolys.    Printed  ly  Pyn8on,lB0S,t6L       .        .       .        .    8  18    0 

1384.  Skelton's  Works :  1568,  8vo. 0  14    0 

1898.  TurWville's  epitaphs,  epigrams,  songs  and  sonnets,  1567,  8vo. 

My  copy  has  no  price  to  this  article. 
1493.  Thomas   Nadie's  Works,    in  three   vols.    4to.,    containing  21 

pieces. 12  15    0 

1567  to  2091,  comprehends  The  EngliA  Theatre. 

These  numbers  exhibit  almost  every  thing  that  is  rare,  curious,  and 
valuable  in^his  popular  department.    I  know  not  how  to  select  stars 

2  D 
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elating  to  the  Drama  and  Romances.  It  iA,  in  my  hum- 
ble opinion,  a  most  judicious,  as  well  as  neatly  printed, 
little  catalogue ;  and  not  more  than  a  dozen  copies  of 
it,  I  think,  were  printed  upon  large  paper.  Secure  this 
volume,  Lisardo,  if  you  wish  to  add  to  your  riches  in 
English  bibliography. 

LOHEN.  Was  Wright's  the  only  collection  disposed  of 
at  this  period,  which  was  distinguished  for  itd  dramatic 
treasures  ?  I  think  Henderson's*  library  was  sold  about 
this  time  ? 


0 
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Ttom  idoh  It  giBLlAzy  of  blaok-Ietter  lustre— but  the  reader  may  follow 
me  to  the  ensuing  numbers,  which  will  at  least  convince  him  that  I 
am  not  insensible  to  the  charms  of  dramatic  bijoux,  no*.  1567-9 : 
1570^8  :  1580:  1595^.8-9  :  1606  :  1626  :  1636-7-8  :  1712 
(Dekker's  Pieces:  15  in  number--sold  for  3^  8f.  EhsuI)  1742: 
1762.  (Heywood's  26  plays,  Zl,  4i.)  1776.— 1814 :  (Marston's  9 
pieces,  8/.  4i.)  1843.  (Tragedie  of  Dido,  1594,  16^  16«.  Eugb  !) 
1850.  (Middleton;  13  pieces:  4^.  5«.)  1878-5.  (George  Peele's : 
tL  7«.)lft02:  (Sackville's  Ferrex  and  Porrex :  21,  4i.)— But— "quo 
Musa  tendisT  1  conclude,  therefore,  with  the  following  detailed 
teriatiwi. 

1960.  Shakspeare's  Works;    1623,  folio.     FirH  ediUon;    hound  in 
Rfutia  leader,  iciih  gilt  leaves, «        « 

1961.  The  same ;       .        .        1682.        .        See<md  impretnon. 

1962.  The  same ;       .        .        1632.        .        The  tame. 

1963.  The  same;       .        .        1663.        .        Third  Edit,  in  JRustia, 
1964^  The  same;        .        .      .1683.        .        Fourth  £dUion. 

My  copy  of  this  catalogue  is  upon  large  paper,  beautifully  priced  by  a  friend  who 
"  hath  an  unrivalled  pen  in  this  way  ;*'  and  to  whom  I  owe  many  obligations  of 
a  higher  kind  in  the  literary  department — but  whose  modesty,  albeit  he  was  bom 
on  the  banks  of  the  Liffey,  will  not  allow  me  to  make  the  reader  acquainted 
with  his  name.    Therefore,  "  Stat  vomma  umbra  :'*  viz.  *  •  *  *  | 

• 

*  A  Catalogue  qf  the  Library  of  John  HkndebsoN)  Esq.  (late  of  Covent 
Oarden  Theatre),  &c.  Sold  by  auction  by  T.[aiid  J.  Egerton,  on  February,  1786, 
8to.  Do  not  let  the  lover  of  curious  books  in  general  imagine  that  Heuderson'a 
oollection  was  entirely  dramatical.  A  glance  at  the  contents  of  page  12  to  page 
22,  inclusively,  will  shew  that  this  library  contained  some  very  first-rate  rarities 
When  the  dramatic  collector  enters  upon  page  23,  (to  the  end  of  the  volume, 
p.  71)  I  will  allow  him  to  indulge  in  all  the  mania  of  this  department  of  litera- 
ture, "withouten  ony  grudgynge."  He  may  also  ring  as  many  peals  as  it 
pleaseth  him,  upon  discovering  that  he  possesses  all  the  copies  of  a  dramatio 
author^  ydeped  Otor^e  Pule,  that  are  notified  at  n<w.  923-41  Henderson's 
library  was,  without  doubt,  an  extraordinary  one.  Ail  we  are  upon  Dramwtia 
Libraries,  let  us,  for  fear  Lysander  should  forget  it,  notice  the  following,  though 
a  Utile  out  of  chronological  order.    **A  Catalogue,  dx,,  of  the  IoUIAt,  Jamss 
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liYSAND.  It  was ;  and  if  you  had  not  reminded  me 
of  it>  I  stiould  haye  entirely  forgotten  it.  Catalogues  of 
dramatic  Libraries,  well  arranged,  are  of  great  service 
to  the  cause  of  the  Bibliomania. 

Lis*  I  wish  we  could  procure  some  act  of  parliament 
to  induce  the  dramatic  collectors — by  a  fair  remunera* 
tioDi-^to  give  a  well  analysed  account  of  their  libraries. 
We  should  then  have  the  Bibtiotheca  RoxburgJuana,  Bib* 
Uotheca  Maloniana,  and  what  say  you  to  the  BibHotheca 
Kembteiana. 

Lysand.  You  are  running  wild.  Let  me  continue 
my  bibliomaniacal  history. 

We  may  now  advance  directly  to  the  exquisite—and 
shall  I  say,  unparalleled  ? — ^library  of  Major  Pearson  !* 


William  Dodd^  of  the  Theatre  Royal,  Drury  Lane,  Ac  Sold  ^  auction  hy  Leigh 
and  SoOuiby,  Jan.  19,  1797,  8vo.,  2486  lota.  There  was  moM  of  the  Drama  in 
this  than  in  Henderson's  ooUeotlon.  Mr.  Kemble  purchased  the  dearest  yolume, 
whioh  was  "  Whetstone's  Promos  and  Cassandra,"  1678,  4to.  (n<>.  2396)  for 
7L  10«.  Mr.  (George  Niool  (for  the  late  Duke  of  Roxburgh)  kept  up  a  tremen- 
dous  fire  at  this  sale  1  Akin  to  Dodd*s,  was  the  "  Curious  and  ValwiUe  Library 
Q^GSORQB  Smtth,  Esq.— «oldby  Leigh  and  Sotheby,  June  2, 1797,  Svo."  There 
were  many  uncommon  books  in  this  coUecdon,  exolusively  of  those  appertaining 
to  the  Drama ;  and  when  I  mention,  in  this  latter  depiurtment— Hughes's  Mis- 
fortunes  of  Prince  Arthur,  &c.,  printed  by  Robinson,  1687,  4to.  (n*.  1376; 
16/.  16«.),  both  the  .parts  of  Shakespeare's  Henry  the  Fourth  (1699—1600,  4to., 
n««.  1436-7;  18/.  18t»),  his  Much  Ado  about  Nothing^  1600>  4to.,  <no.  1438; 
71,  10«.)— I  say  enough  to  sharpen  the  ooUeotor's  appetite  to  obtain,  if  he  have 
it  not,  possession  of  this  curious  but  barbarously  printed  catalogue.  To  these, 
let  me  add  the  "  Catalogue  qf  a  portion  of  the  Library  of  William  FiLLnra- 
BAM,  Esq.,  eoniiding  t^ old  fuarto  plays,  early  English  Poetry,  and  a  few  scarce 
Tracts,  dec,  sold  by  Lei^h  and  Sotheby,  April  1805,  8yo."  The  arrangement  of 
this  small  catalogue  is  excellent.  Many  of  the  books  in  it  are  of  the  rarest 
occurrence ;  and,  to  iny  knowledge,  were  in  the  finest  preservation.  The  col- 
lector is  no  more  i  He  died  in  India  ;  cut  off  fn  the  prime  of  life,  and  in  the 
midst  of  hii  intellectual  and  book-collecting  ardour !  He  was  a  man  of  exceed* 
ingly  gentlemanlike  manners,  and  amiable  disposition  ;  and  his  taste  was,  upon 
the  whole,  well  cultivated  and  'correct.  Many  a. pleasant,  and  many  a  profit- 
able, hour  have  J  spent  in  his  "  delightsome"  libraiy  1 !  | 

*  If  the  reader  attend  only  to  the  alxtve  flourishing  eulogy,  by  Lyuaider, 
upon  the  extraordinary  collection  of  Major,  or  Thomas,  Pearson,  I  fem*  he  will 
not  rise  from  the  perusal  of  these  pages  impressed  with  very  accurate  notions  of 
the  same.  To  qualify  such  ardent  panegyric,  and  at  the  same  time  to  please  the 
hearts  of  all  honest  bibliomaniacs,  I  here  subjoin  something  like  a  sober  analysis 
of  the  Bihliotkeoa  Pearsoniana,    TIub  title  to  the  Sale  Catalogue  is  as  follows  ; 

2  D  2 
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a  gentleman^  who  has  far  eclipsed  the    bibliomaniacal 
reputation  of  his  military  predecessor^   General  Dormer. 


d. 

0 


'*  Bxblioik,  Pearson:    A    CcUalogue  qf  the  Ltbraty  of  Thoicas  Peabsok,   Esq. 
Containing  a  very  extensive  Collection  qf  the  best  and  rarest  books  in  every  branch 
of  English  Literature,  dx.   Sold  by  Auction  by  T.  and  J.  Egerton,  in  April,  1788," 
8vo.    Like  all  the  sale  catalogues  put  forth  by  the  Egertons,  the  present  is  bo^ 
judiciously  arranged  and  neatly  printed.    It  is  said  that  there  are  only  twelve 
copies  upon  large  paper  ;  but  I  doubt  the  smallness  of  this  number.    My  own  is 
of  this  kind,  superbly  bound,  and  priced  with  a  neatness  peculiar  to  the  calligi»- 
phical  powers  of  the  Aforementioned  friend.    It  may  not  be  amiss  to  prefix  an 
extract  from  a  newspaper  of  the  day  ;  in  which  this  sale  was  thus  noticed :    "The 
Black-lettero-mania,  which  raged  so  furiously  in  the  course  of  last  Spring  at  the 
Sale  of  Dr.  Wright's  Books,  has  broken  out  with  still  greater  violence  at  the 
present  auction  of  Major  Pearson's  Library.    This  assertion  may  be  counte- 
nanced by  the  following  examples."    Then  follow  a  few  specimens  of  the  prices 
given.    The  reader  is  now  presented  with  copious  specimens,  selected  according^ 
to  their  numerical  order  :  the  addenda^  between  inverted  commas,  being  copied 
from  the  said  newspaper. 

£    f. 

1888.  Webbe's  Discourse  of  English  Poetrie,  1586,  4to.  .       .       .35 

'*  Bought  by  Bir.  Steevens  versus  Mr.  Malone." 

1889.  Puttenham's  Art  of  English  Poesie,  1589,  4to 1  12 

1900.  The  fyrst  Boke  of  the  Introduction  to  Knowledge,  &c. ;  Printed 

by  W,  Copland,  no  date,  4to 4  15 

"By  the  Rev.  Mr.  Brand  versus  Lord  Charlemont." 
1910.  The  Castell  of  Laboure ;   Emprynted  by  Pynson,  4to.,  no  daJte,    2    2 

1926.  Dekker's  Miscellaneous  Pieces,  1604,  &c.,  4to 2    2 

1932.  A  curious  collection  of  sundxy  tare  pieces,  4ta     •       •       .       .84 
1951.  Drollery's  (eleven)  1661,  &c.,  8vo.        ' 5 

These  droll  pieces  are  now  much  coveted  by  knowing  bibliomaniacs. 
Mr.  Heber  and  Mr.  Hill  have  each  a  copious  collection  of  them ;  and 
Mr.  GKitch  of  Bristol,  a  bookseller  of  great  spirit  in  his  trade,  and  of 
equal  love  of  general  literature,  recently  gratified  the  curious  by  ex- 
hibiting, in  his  catalogue  of  1810,  a  numbeor  of  ''  Garlands  T  which 
ere  now,  have,  in  all  probability,  proved  a  successful  bait  for  some 
hungry  book  fish. 
2035.  Sir  John  Harrington's  most  elegant  and  witty  Epigrams,^  with 

portrait,  1618,  8vo 2 

2090.  Flowers  of  Epigrammes,  &c     Impr,  by  Shepperd,  1577,  12mo,    1 

2130.  The  Paradise  of  Dainty  Devises,  &c.,  printed  for  E,    White,  ') 
1600,  4to.    TheworkesofaToungWit,  by  N.  B.  b.  L  printed 
by  Thomas  Dawson,  no   date,      Watson's  Mistresse,  &a,   and 
Sonnets,  b.   L   imperf.    Diana,  by  the  Earl  and  Countess  of 
Oxenford,  printed  for  J,  Roberts,  wanting  title,  4to. 

"  Bought  by  Mr.  Steevens  versus  Bfr.  Malone." 

2131.  England's  HeUcon,  1600,  4to 5  10 

"By  ditto  versus  ditto." 
2147.  ^e  Example  of  Vertu ;  printed  by  W,  de  Worde,  4to. 

"Bought  by  Mr.  Mason  versus  Mr.  Malone." 
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This  extraordinary  collection  was  sold  by  auction  the 
very  next  year  ensuing  the  sale  of.  Dr.  Wright's  books 

HO.  £    ff.     d, 

2162.  A  Mirrour  of  Mysterie;  finely  writUn  upon  vellum,  with  two 

very  neat  drawinffi  with  pen  and  ini,  1557,  ito.  .        .        .        .200 

2186.  Manle/s  Affliction  and  Deliveranoe  of  Saints,  portr.  1652,  Sro.    1  12    0 
2190.  Tragedie  of  Sir  Richard  Qrenvile,  Knt.  printed  by  J.  Roberts, 

1596,  8vo 0  15    6 

2289.  Laqnei  Bidiculosi,  or  Springes  for  Woodcocjcs,  by  Henry  Parrot, 

1613,  8vo 0    4    6 

N.B.    This  little  volume  vat  told  for  cu  many  guineas  at  the  tale  qf 
Mr.  JReed^s  booh  in  1807. 

2373.  Lyf  of  St.  Ursula  ;  7mpr.  by  Wynkynde  Worde,  no  date,  4to.      .    1  10    0 
2874.  Lyf  and  History   of  Saynt  Werburge.      Printed  by  Pynaon, 

1621,  4to.    .............ISO 

N.B  Thii  volume  v<u  told  for  182.    18«.   at  the  Uut  mentioned  tale, 
2575.  This  lot  comprehends  a  cluster  of  precious  little  black-letter 
pieces,  which  were  purchased  at  the  sale  of  West's  books,  by  Major 
Pearson.    Eight  in  the  whole:  executed  before  the  year  1540.  .    8  19    0 

2421.  The  Goodly  Gkurlande,  or  Chaplet  of  ;Laurell,  by  Maister  Skel- 
ton ;  Impr,  by  Fawkes,  1523,  4to.  See  here  a  long  note  upon  the 
rarity  and  intrinsic  worth  of  this  curious  little  volume.    *'  Purchased 

by  Brand  versus  the  King." 7  17    6 

2710.  Ancient  Songs  and  Ballads ;  written  on  various  subjects,  and 
printed  between  the  years  1560  and  1700 ;  chiefly  collected  by 
Robert  Earl  of  Oxford,  and  purchased  at  the  sale  of  the  library  of 
James  West,  Esq.,  in  1778  (for  201.) :  inci^eased  by  several  addi- 
tions :  2  volumet  bound  in  Jttutia  leather, 26    4    6 

''Bought  by  Mr.  Nlcol  for  the  Duke  of  Roxburgh,  versus  Messrs. 
Arnold  and  Ritson."    "N.B.    The  prececBng  numerous  and  match- 
lees  collection  of  Old  Ballads  are  all  printed  in  the  black-letter,  and 
decorated  with  many  hundred  wooden  prints.    They  are  pasted  upon 
paper,  with  borders  (pmnted  on  purpose)  round  each  ballad :  also,  a 
printed  title  and  index  to  each  volume.    To  these  are  added  the  para- 
graphs which  appeared  in  the  public  papers  respecting  the  above  curi- 
ous collection,  at  the  time  they  were  purchased  at  Mr.  West's."    Thus 
far  Messrs.  Egerton.     I  have  to  add  that  the  late  Dukk  of  Rox- 
burgh became  the  purchaser  of  these  "matchless"  volumes.    Whilst 
in  Major  Pearson's  possession,  "with  the  assistance  of  Mr.  Reed,  the 
collection  received  very  great  additions,  and  was  bound  in  two  very 
large  volumes;    in  this  state  (says  Mr.  Nicol,)  it  was  bought  by  the 
Duke  of  Roxborghe.    After  the  industrious  exertions   of  two  sudi 
skilful  coUecton  as  Major  Pearson  and  Mr.  Reed,  the  Duke  did  not 
flatter  himself  with  ever  being  able  to  add  much  to  the  collection ; 
but,  as  usual,  he  undervalued  his  own  industry.    Finding  that  his  suc- 
cess far  exceeded  his  expectations,  he  determined  to  add  a  third  volume 
to  the  collection.    Among  these  new  acquisitions  are  some  very  rare 
ballads ;  one  quoted  by  Hamlet^  of  which  no  other  copy  is  known  to 
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find  so  thickly  and  richly  is  it  sprinkled  with  ttt« 
black-letter,  and  other  curious  lore — so  yaried,  interest- 
ing,  and  valuable,  are  the  departments  into  which  it  is 
divided— vthat  it  is  no  wonder  his  present  Majesty,  the 
late  Duke  of  Roxburgh,  and  George  Steevens,  were 
earnest  in  securing  some  of  the  choicest  gems  contained 
in  the  same.  Such  a  collection,  sold  at  the  present  day 
— when  there  is  such  a.  "  qtd  vive"  for  the  sort  of  lite^ 
rature  which  it  displays — ^what  would  it  produce?  At 
least  four  times  more,  than  it^  sum  total,  two  and 
twenty  yearis  ago ! 

Lis  O  rare  Thomas  Pearson  !  I  will  look  sharply 
after  a  large  paper,  priced,  copy  of  the  BibHotheca 
Pearsomana  I 

Lysand.  You  must  pay  smartly  for  it,  if  you  are 
determined  to  possess  it. 

Bblin.  Madness  !  —  Madness  inconceivable !  ••—  and 
undescribed  by  Darwin,  Arnold,  and  Haslam !  But,  I 
pray  you,  proceed, 

Lysand,  Alas,  madam,  the  task  grows  more  and 
more  complex  as  I  draw  towards  the  completion  of  it 

In  the  year  1789  the  book-treasures  of  the  far-famed 
PiNBLLi*  Collection  were  disposed  of  by  public  auction  : 

exist. '^  Pxffaet  to  iKe  Roxbutffh  Catdloguti  p.  5,  The  ballAd.  here 
alluded  to  may  be  seen  in  Mr.  Srans's  recent  edition  of  his  father's 
ColUaion  <^  Old  Baltadt ;  yqU  I,  p.  7. 

8262  to  8829.  These  numhers  comprehend  a  very  uncommon  and  in- 
teresting set  of  Old  Romances/  which,  collectively,  did  not  pro- 
duce 85/. — ^but  which  now,  would  have  been  sold  for !  f 

8880  to  4151.    An  extraordinary  collection  of  the  English  DraoUM 

And  thus  farewell  Major  Psabson  1 
*  Mention  has  already  been  made  of  the  different  Caialcguu  qf  ^  Pinxlli 
Collection :  see  p.  21,  ante,  ^ere^  as  Lysander  has  thought  proper  again  to 
notice  the  name  of  the  collector,  I  am  tempted  to  add  a  few  specimens  of  the 
extraordinary  books  contained  in  his  extraordinary  library  :  adding  thereto  the 
prices  for  which  they  were  sold.  But— again  and  again  I  observe,  ti»  4imins—- 
these  sums  form  no  criterion  of  the  presaU  worth  of  the  books;  be  the  8am« 
more  or  less  1    It  is  a  document  only  of  bibliographical  curiosity. 

HO.  £  «.    d, 

708.  La  Biblia    Sacra  in  Lingua  Vulgare  tmdotta;    1471.  folio.  2 

vols. 6  15    0 

S555.   Bandello,   Canti  xi  delle  lodi  della  Signora  Lucrena  Gonzaga 

d)  Gavuolo,  &o.,  1545,  8to 15  15    0 
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nor  can  one  thinks  without  some  little  gri^  of  heart, 
upon  the  dispersion  of  a  library,  which  (much  more  than 
commercial  speculations  and  profits)  had,  for  upwards 
of  a  century,  reflected  so  much  cr^t  uf^on  the  family 

wo.  £   s.  d, 

2605.  Dante,  La  DiTina  Comedia ;  1472,  folio.  Ed%z,Pr%n.  .  .  26  U  6 
8348.  Petrarca,  Le  Bime.  Venez.  1470,  4to.  Prin,  JBdis.  .  .  27  6  0 
8458.  Sannaazaro,  L'Aroadia.     Ven.  Aid.  1514,  8vo.    JStemp.  itampata 

in  Cartapeeora.  .        .        .        .        , 16  16    0 

4809.  Biblia  Polygrlotta;   Complut.  1514,  &o.,  folio.  6  vols.  Exemplar 

iniegerrimum  splendidittimwn,    DCPRKSBUM  IN  MEMBBANIB.  .483    0    0 

All  the  world  (perhaps  1  should  have  said  the  bibliographiocU  world) 
has  heard  of  this  pre-eminently  wonderful  set  of  books ;  now  in  Count 
Maoarty's  library  at  Thoulouse.  My  friend.  Dr.  Qossot — ^who  will  not 
(I  trust)  petition  for  excommunicating  me  from  the  orthodox  church  to 
which  I  have  the  hotioulr  of  belonging,  if  I  number  him  in  the  upper 
class  of  bibliomaniacs — was  imable  to  attend  the  sale  of  the  Pinelli 
collection,  from  severe  illness :  but  he  didpttiiion  for  a  sight  of  one  of 
these  volumes  of  old  Ximenes's  polyglott — which,  much  more  effectual- 
ly than  the  spiders  round  Ashmole's  neck  (vide  p.  293,  ante),  upon  an 
embrace  thereof,  effected  his  cure.  Shakspeare,  surely,  could  never 
have  meant  to  throw  such  "  phydo"  as  this  "  to  the  dogs  f !  "  But,  to 
return. 
8956.  Anthologia  Spig.  Gnec.    1494.    4to.    JSxemp.  impr.  in  mem' 

hranii ^        .    45    0    0 

9808.  Theocritus  (absque  ulla  nota)  4to.    Bditio  Princeps  .        .        .    81  10    0 

9772.  Plautus,  1472.  folio.    £dU{o  Princeps,      .        .        .        .        .    86    0    0 

11,215.  Aulus  Gellius,  1469,  folio.    Mdit,  Princept.       .        .        .        .    58  16    0 

11,283.  MacroMus,  1472,  foUo.    EdiL  Pnn. 83  12    0 

12^141.  Priscianus  de  art  gram.  1470.  foL    Jn  Memlranit,  .    51    9    0 

[Sale  Catalogue,  1789,  8va] 
But — "Jam  satis. 

It  probably  escaped  Lysander  that,  while  the  sale  of  the  Pinelli  collection  at- 
tracted crowds  of  bibliomaniacs  to  Conduit  Street,  Hanover  Square,  a  very  fine 
library  was  disposed  of,  in  a  quiet  and  comfortable  manner,  at  the  rooms  of 
Messrs.  Leigh  and  Sotheby,  in  York  Street,  Covent  Garden ;  under  the  following 
title  to  the  catalogue :  A  CtUaloffue  of  a  very  elegaM  and  curious  Cabinet  qf 
Books,  lately  imported  from  France,  &c.  (sold  in  May,  1789).  My  priced  copy 
of  this  catalogue  afi^es  the  name  (in  MS.)  of  Maoabtnet,  as  the  owner  of  this 
precious  "Cabinet,"  There  were  only  1672  articles;  containing  a  judicious 
sprinkling  of  what  was  elegant,  rare,  and  curious,  in  almost  every  department 
of  literature.  The  eleventh  and  twelfth  days'  sale  were  devoted  to  MSS. ;  many 
of  them  of  extraordinary  beauty  and  singularity.  It  was  from  this  collection, 
n^.  248,  that  Lord  Spencer  obtahied,  for  a  comparatively  small  sum,  one  of  the 
most  curious  books  (if  not  an  unique  volume)  in  the  class  of  early  English 
printed  ones,  which  are  in  his  own  matchless  collection.  It  is  the  "Siege  qf 
Hhodes,"  which  has  a  strong  appearance  of  being  the  production  of  Caxtop'a 
press.    The  copy  is  perfectly  dean  and  almost  uncut. 
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of  its  possessors.  The  atmosphere  of  our  metropolis, 
about  this  period^  became  as  mnch  infected  with  the 
miasmata  of  the  Book-Plagub  as  it  did,  about  130  years 
before,  with  tllb  miasmata  of  a  plague  of  a  different 
description  :  for  the  worthy  inhabitants  of  Westminster 
had  hardly  recovered  from  the  shock  of  the  biblio- 
maniacal  attack  fit>m  the  Pinelli  sale,  'ere  they  were 
doomed  to  suffer  the  tortures  of  a  similar  one  in  that  of 
the  Paris*  collection.    This  latter  was  of  shorter  dura- 


*  If  the  reader  will  be  pleased  to  turn  to  page  90,  ante,  he  will  find  a 
tolerably  oopions  and  correot  list  of  the  different  sales  of  books  which  were  once 
in  the  possession  of  Moirs.  Paris  ds  Metzibux.  In  the  same  place  he  will 
also  find  mention  made  of  a  singular  circumstance  attending  the  sale  of  the 
above  collection  noticed  by  Lysander.  As  a  corollary,  therefore,  to  what  has 
been  before  observed,  take  the  following  specimens  of  the  books — with  the  pricee 
for  which  they  are  sold— which  distinguished  the  Bibliotkeoa  Paritiana,  They 
are  from  the  French  Catalogue,  1790,  8to. 

xro.  £   s.    d, 

2.  Biblia  sacra  latina  yolgatse  editionis  (ez  translatione  et  cum 
pmfotionibus  S.  Hieronymi) ;  Venetiis,  N.  Jenson,  1476,  2  toL  in 
fol. :  avee  miHiaiures,  reliS  en  mar,  r,  doMi  de  tabis,  daUdlu  €t 
hoUeii  DfFBiMB  8T7B  VELIN.  "On  oonnolt  I'eztrdme  raret^  de 
oette  belle  edition  quand  les  exemplaires  sont  sur  v^ln.  Nous 
n*en  connoissons  qu*un  seul,  bien  moins  beau  que  celui  ci ;  cebii 
que  nous  annongons  est  de  toute  beauts,  et  on  ne  peut  rien  igouter 

an  luxe  de  la  relieure." 59  17    0 

8.  Biblia    sacra  Tulgats  editionis,   tribus    tomis   distincta   (jussu 
Sizt.  v.,  pontifids  ma^imi  edita) ;    Roma,  ex  typoffraphia  apaitolica 
vattcana,  1590 ;  in,foL  eh.  mag.  maroquin  rouge, 
''Superbe  ezemplaire  d'un  livre  de  la  plus  grande  rarettf ;  il  porte 
■ur  la  couverture  les  armesdeSizte  Quint." 64    1    0 

10.  Epitome  passionis  Jesu  Christi,  in  4^.  bub  velin  aveo  miniatures. 
Manutcrit  trit  prScieux  du  oommencement  du  16  siede,  .oontenant 
87  feuillets  Merits  en  andenne  ronde  b&tarde,  et  17  pages  de  minia- 
tures  d'un  dessein  et  d'un  fini  inappr^iables.  "  Les  desseins  sont 
d' Albert  Durer,  tels  qu'il  les  a  graves  dans  ses  ouyrages,  et  I'ex^cu- 
tion  est  si  anim^  qu'ou  peut  croire  qu'elle  est,  en  tout  ou  en  partie, 
de  la  main  de  oe  peintre  c^ebre.  On  ne  peut  trop  louer  la  beaut^ 
decelivre." 5080 

18.  Officium  beatss  Maries  \vii^nis  cum  calendario ;  in  4^.  mar.  r. 
dentelles.  "  Cette  padre  d'keuret  manutcrite  BUR  velin,  est  sans  con- 
tredit  une  des  plus  belles  et  des  plus  achev^es  que  Ton  puisse  trouver. 
Au  rare  m^rite  de  sa  parfaiti^  execution  elle  r^unit  encore  celui  d'avoir 
4i6  faite  pour  Franyoise  ler,  roi  de  France,  et  d'etre  d^coree  dans 
toutes  ses  pages  de  I'embli^me  et  du  chiffre  de  ce  monarque.  Ce 
manuacrit,  d'un  prix  inestimable,  est  ecrit  en  lettres  rondes  sur  un 
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tion ;  bnt  of  an  infinitely  more  powerful  nature :  for 
then  you  might  have  seen  the  most  notorious  biblio- 
maniacs, with  blood    inflamed  and  fancies    intoxicated. 


no.  £   $,  d, 

y^lin  tr^  blano" — "  il  est  deoor^  de  tr^  belleB  capitales,  de  g:air- 
lADdes  superbes  de  fleura,  de  ools-de-lampe,  ft  de  12  bordures  om^es 
d'oiseaux,  d'inBeotes,  de  fleura  et  de  lames  d'or  tr^  briUiuit." — "U 
est  impossible  de  donner  one  id^  satisfaiflante  de  le  beauts  et  de 
la  ricbesse  de  12  peintures  admirables  qui  eDiiohissent  autant  de 
pages  de  8  pouces  et  demi  de  hauteur,  sur  environ  6  pouces  de 
largeur ;  elles  sont  au  dessos  de  toute  expression ;  mais  il  n'y  en  a 
qu*ime  qui  soit  du  temps  de  Frangois  ler.  ;  un  seigneur  dont  on 
Yoit  les  armes  peintes  sur  le  second  feuillet,  a  fait  executor  les 
.  autres  dans  la  sieole  dernier,  avec  nne  magnificence  pen  commune. 
Les  tableaux  et  les  omemens  dont  il  a  enrichi  ce  pr^deux  manu- 
scrit  se  distinguent  par  une  composition  savante  et  graoieuse,  un 
dessin  correct,  une  touche  pr^oieuse  et  un  colons  agr^ble,"  &c     .  109    4    0 

14.  Heures  de  Notre-Dame,  Rentes  h,  la  main,  1647,  par  Jarry, 
Parisien,  in  8®.  chagrin  noir,  avee  deux  Jermoirs  Ww  et  loUe  de 
mar,  bL  "Cea  heures  sont  un  chef-d'oeuvre  d'^criture  k  de  pein- 
ture.  Le  fameux  Jarry,  qui  n'a  pas  encore  eu  son  ^gal  en  Tart 
d'^crire,  s'y  est  surpass^,  &  y  a  prouv^  que  la  regularity,  la  nettettf 
&  la  precision  des  caracteres  du  burin  et  de  Timpression  pouvoient 
6tre  imit^es  avec  la  plume  2k  un  degr^  de  perfection  inconcevable." 
— "Le  peintro,  dont  le  nom  nous  est  inoonnu,  ft  qui  doit  avoir 
4t6  un  des  plus  fameux  du  siecle  de  Louis  XIY.,  a  travaill^  k 
Tenvi  avec  Nicolas  Jarry  k  rendre  ces  heures  dignes  d'admira- 
tion." — "Les  sept  peintures  dont  il  les  a  enriches,  sont  recom- 
mendables  par  la  purity  de  leur  dessein,  la  vivacity  des  couleurs, 

la  verity  de  I'expression,  et  leur  pr^cieux  fini.'*  .  .  .  .  78  10  0 
This  matchless  little  volume  was  purchased  by  Mr.  Johnes  of 
Hafod,  and  presented  by  him  to  his  daughter,  who  has  successfully 
oopied  the  miniatures ;  and,  in  the  true  spirit  of  a  female  biblio- 
maniac, makes  this  book  her  travelling  companion  "  wherever  she 
goes." 

15.  Office]  de  la  Viensfe,  mamucrii,  avec  89]  miniatures  et  un  grand 
nombre  de  figures  bisarres,  oiseaux,  etc  sup^rieurement  ex^cut^ ; 
2  vol.  in  8o.  m,  hi.  doublS  de  tapis,  avee  Stuit,  "  On  ne  pent  rien 
voir  de  plus  agr^ble  ft  de  mieux  diversifi^  que  les  diff^rents 
sujets  des  miniatures;  en  tout,  oet  exemplaire  est  un  des  plus 
beaux  que  j'aie  jamais  vus ;  c'est  celui  de  Picart.  B  est  k  re- 
marquer  h  cause  du  costume  de  quelques  figures ;  il  a  4i6  reli^ 

avec  le  plus  grand  soin  et  la  plus  grande  d^pense."  .       .        .  110    5    0 

145,  L'art  .de  connoltre  et  d'appr^cier  les  miniatures  des  anciens 
manuscrits ;  par  M.  I'abb^  Bive,  avec  80  tableaux  enluminee, 
copi^  d'api^  les  plus  beaux  manuscrits  qui  se  tronvoient  dans  la 
biblioth€que  de  M.  le  Due  de  la  Valliere,  et  d'autres  pr^cieux 
cabinets.      Exemptaire  peint  SUB   velin.      "M.  I'abb^  Bive   se 
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rushing  towards  the  examination  of  the  tmly  matchless 
volumes  contained  within  this  collection.  Yet  remem- 
ber that,  while  the  whole  of  Pall  Mall  was  thronged 

HO.  £    $.  d. 

propotoit  de  donner  one  dissertation  sur  les  manoscrits  enlumin^s 

poor  aooompagner  oes  dessins;  mais  juscja'id  ayant  des  raisons 
qui  rempdohent  d'en  gratifier  le  pablio,  il  en  a  doDii€  la  descrip- 
tion en  manusorit   (Le  seul   qui  eziste)    au  propri^taire  de  ce 

saperbe  ezemplaire.** .    56  14    0 

240.  Les  laiots,  diotes  et  ballades  de  tnaitre  Alain  Chartier :  Parity 
Pierre  It  Caron,  tarn  date,  in  fol.  veloun  vert ;  DfPRlMB  SUB 
TBLIN.  "Ezemplaire  qui  ne  laisse  rien  k  desirer,  pour  la 
grandeur  des  marges,  la  peinture  des  miniatures  et  de  toutes 
les  lettres  oapitales.  La  finesse  des  lignes  rouges,  qui  divisent 
ohaque  ligne,  demontre  oombien  on  a  6t6  engage  k  le  ren- 
dre  prtfeieuz.  II  esi^  dans  sa  relieure  originale  parfaitement 
bien  oonserr^ ;  il  a  appartenu  k  Claude  d'Urf^ :  Tedition  paase 
pour  €tre  de  Tann^e,  1484.  Foyes  Bibliograpkis  Instruetive, 
no.  2099." 81  10    0 

242.  Contes  de  la  Fontaine,  aveo  miniatures,  Tignettes  et  ouls-de- 
lampes  2k  ohaque  oonte ;  2  toL  in  4^. ;  m.  bleu.  doubM  de  tapis, 
^tuis.  *' MoMucrii  incomparable  pour  le  gtfnie  et  I'ex^cution 
des  dessins.  B  est  inconoevable  que  la  vie  d'un  artiste  ait  pu 
sufi&re  pour  ezi^cuter  d*une  mani^re  si  finie  un  si  grand  nombre 
de  peintures  ezquises ;  le  tout  est  d'un  colons  ^olatant,  d'une 
conservation  parfaite,  k  sur  du  v^lin  egalement  blano  et  uni ; 
enfin  o'est  un  assemblage  de  miniatures  pr^oieuses  et  dignes  d*or- 
ner  le  plus  beau  cabinet." 

L'eoriture  a  4i6  iaite  par  Monohauss^,  et  les  miniatures  par  le 
fameuz  BCarollea. 815    0   O 

828.  Opere  di  Francesco  Petraroha ;  eeiua  luogho  1514,  mar,  r. 
douhU  de  tahii  H  itui;  impbimb  bub  velin.  "Ezemplaire  sans 
priz,  aveo  grand  nombre  de  miniatures  charmantes.  B  passoit 
pour  constant  h,  Florence,  oh  je  I'ai  achet^,  qu'il  avoite  6t6  im- 
prim^  2k  part  probablement  pour  quelqu*un  des  Mddicis,  et  sur  les 
corrections  de  I'edition  de  1514 ;  car  les  fautes  ne  8*7  trouvent 
pas,  et  il  ne  m*a  pas  €te  possible  d'en  d^oouvrir  une  seule.— La 
parfaite  consenration  de  oe  liyre  pr^deuz  demontre  combien  see 
possesseurs  oot  ^tj  sensible  k  sa  vaieur.    ?•**.**  .116  11    0 

486.  Collectiones  Peregrinationum  in  Indiam  Orientalem  et  in  In- 
diam  Oooidentalem,  xxv  partibus  oomprehenss,  &o.  Francqf,  ad 
Maen.  1590,  &c.,  60  vol.  rtlUt  ai  24,  /olio ;  maroq.  citr.  bltK  et 
rouge,  "Ezemplaire  de  la  plus  grande  beauts,  et  qui  possede 
autant  de  perfection  que  pouvoient  lui  donner  les  soins  et  les 
conndssanoes  des  plus  grands  amateurs." 210    0    0 

548.  Les  grands  chroniques  de  France  (dites  les  chroniques  de  St. 
Denys);   pwriif  A^nJUme  Verardt  1493,  8  vols.  foL  veL  rouge,  d 
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with  the  carriages  of  collectors^  anxious  to  carry  off  in 
triumph  some  vettum  copy  of  foreign  execution — there 
wa^  sold,  in  a  quiet  comer  of  the  metropolis,  the  copious 
and  scholar-like  collection  of  Michael  Lort,  D.D.  The 
owner  of  this  latter  library  was  a  learned  and  amiable 
character,  and  a  •bibliographer  of  no  mean  repute.*    His 


Mfaf/  ncFbniB  8X7R  vslin.  "Szemplaire  d'une  magnifloence 
^lonante  ixrar  la  blanohenr  da  v€Un,  la  grandeur  des  maigOB,  et 
Vawmge  immense  de  renlummure ;  ohaque  lettre-oapitale  €tant 
peinte  en  or,  et  oontenant  953  miniatureB,  dont  18  sont  de  la  grandeur 
det  ptgee,  et  940  envxron  de  4  pouoes  de  hauteur  sur  8  de  laigeur. 
n  est  encore  dans  sa  relieure  originale,  et  d'une  fraloheur  &  d'une 
oonserration  parfaites :  il  a  appartenu  k  Claude  dTJrf^."  .  .  151  4  0 
546.  Chromiqiies  de  France,  d'Angleterre,  d'Eoosse,  d'Espagnes,  et  de 
BretaSgne^  etc. ;  par  Frvtuart ;  Parti,  O,  Eustace,  1514.  4  vol,  in 
foL  mar,  r.  cUnAU  de  idbU,  d  hoUet  IMPRIME  8UR  TELIN.  "On 
pefut  regarder  ce  livre  oomme  un  des  plus  Inxea  qui  existe.  L'exem- 
plaire  est  unique  et  Inoonnu  auz  meilleurs  bibliographes ;  Sausage 
ne  I'a  jamaae  vu ;  n  est  de  la  premiere  beauts  par  la  blancheur 
da  T^lin,  k  par  sa  belle  oonsenration.  On  y  a  joint  tout  le  luxe 
delarOieure.'*    Jn  the  Hc^fod  Collection 149    2    0 

*  Tlie  following  is  the  title  of  the  Bibliotheoa  Lortiana.  "A  Catalogue  of 
the  entire  and  valuable  Library  of  the  laU  RiV.  Miohaxl  Lobt,  D.D.,  F.R.S. 
sod  A.S.,  wHck  will  be  told  by  auction  by  Leigh  and  Sotheby,  dx,,  April  5,  1791, 
Svo.  The  sale  lasted  twentj-five  days ;  and  the  number  of  lots  or  articles  was 
0665.  'The  ensuing  specimens  of  a  few  of  the  book-treasures  in  this  collection 
frove  that  Lynnder's  encomium  upoa  the  ooUeotor  is  no^  without  foundation. 

va  £   9.  d. 

1788.  Oardiner's  (Bishop)  Detection  of  the  Devil's  Sophistiy,  Ma 
title :  printed  by  John  Hertford,  in  Aldtregate  Street,  at  the  cod 
cmd  charges  oj  Robert  toye,  154^,  12mo.  Note  in  this  book: 
"Though  this  book  is  imperfect,  yet  the  remarkable  part  of  it^ 
lie  sheet  B,  printed  in  the  Greek  letter,  and  sheet  F  in  Latin,  with 
the  Itoman  letter,  are  not  wanting." 0    2    0 

1847.  Hale's  (T.)  Account  of  New  Inventions,  in  a  letter  to  the  Earl 
of  Marlborough,  Svo.  Note  in  this  book:  "Many  curious  parti- 
culars in  this  book,  more  especially  a  prophetic  passage  relative  to 
the  Duke  of  Marlborough,  p,  ZLYU,  0    5   0 

1880.  Harrison's  (Michael)  four  Sermons*      "N.B.     The   author    of 

this  book  cut  the  types  himseli;  and  printed  it  at  St.  Ives,"    Svo    0    8    0 

1980.  Festival  (The)  impressus  Hothomage,  1499,  4to.  In  this  book 
(which  is  in  English)  at  the  end  of  each  Festival  is  a  narration  of 
the  life  of  the  Saint,  or  of  the  particular  festivaL        .       .       .       .    0  16    0 

2981.    Festival    (The)   with   wooden  cuts,    compleat:    emprynted   by 

Wynkyn  de  Worde,  1408,  iU>. 0  15    0 
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books  were  frequently  enriched  with  apposite  MS.  re* 
marks;  and  the  variety  and  extent  of  his  coUection, 
suited  to  all  tastes^  and  sufficiently  abundant  for  every 
appetite,  forms,  I  think,  a  useful  model  after  whic^ 
future  bibliomaniacs  may  build  their  libraries. 

no.  £  t.  d. 

2160.  Johnson's  (Dr.  Sam.)  Journey  to  the  Western  Islands  of 
Scotland.  "  In  this  book  is  contained  the  cancelled  part  of  page  48, 
relative  to  Litchfield  Cathedral;  likewise  'the  cancelled  part  of 
page  296,  respecting  the  cave  at  Egg,  and  the  transaction  there  ; 
also  parts  of  reviews  and  newspapers,  concerning  Dr.  Johnson ; 
two  plates,  MS.  copy  of  a  letter  of  Dr.  Johnson's  :  and  Henderson's 
letter  to  Johnson  on  his  journey  to  Scotland.'*    1776,  8to.         .        .    0  15    0 

266S,  Muggleton's  Acts  of  the  Witnesses  of  the  Spirit ;    vnih  headi^ 

MS,  remarks,  <ind  notes,    1699.       Ludowick   Muggleton,  bom   in  , 

Bishopgate  Street,  1609 ;  put  apprentice  to  John  Qoick,  a  taylor. 
Married  a  virgin  of  19,  setat  su»  22.  Another  virgin  of  19,  eetat  82. 
A  third  vii^gin  wife  of  25,  astat.  53.    Chosen  a  prophet  1665,  4to.      .056 

2559.  Muggleton's  and  Reeve's  volume  of  Spiritual  Epistles ;  elegantly 

bound,  with  a  hea^  of  Muggleton  underneath  a  MS.  note,  1755,  4to.    0  10    6 

2579.  Lower's  Voyage  of  Charles  II.  made  into  Holland,  head  and 
plates.  Hague.  1660.  Folio.  N.B.  '*A  very  uncommon  book, 
containing  many  curious  particulars." 18    0 

2776w  Owen's  (Dr.  John)  Divine  Originall,  &c.  of  the  Scriptoree, 
Oxford,  1659,  8vo.  Note  in  this  book  :  "  One  of  the  scarcest  and 
bestof  Dr.  Owen's  works."         . OlO 

8006.  Psalms  (The  whole  Booke  of)  with  H3rmns,  by  Bavenscroft, 
with  music,  8vo.  "  Note ;  in  this  book  are  some  tunes  by  John 
Miltox^  the  great  poet's  father.    See  page  242,  62."  .        .        .    0    2    O' 

8842.  Stuobee's  Anatomic  of  Abuses,  printed  at  London  by  Bichard 
Jones,  16  August,  1588,  8vo.  Note  iu  this  book :  "  I  bought  this 
rare  book  at  the  auction  of  Mr.  Joseph  Hart's  books,  in  May  1772, 
where  it  cost  me  8«.  &c."  M.  L.  [The  reader  may  just  run  back 
to  page  279,  ante ;  where  he  will  find  some  account  of  this  work.]    1  14    O 

4185.  Champ  Fleury,  auquel  est  oontenu  I'Art  et  Science  de  la  deue 
et  vraye  Proportion  de  Lettres  Antiques  et  Bomaines  selon  le 
Corps  et  visage  Humain,  avec  figures.  Par.  1529.  Folio.  "  This 
uncommon  hook  was  sold  ai  an  auction,  1722,  for  21,  15«." ...        .    0  12    9 

4487.  Alberti  Descriptione  di  tutta  Italia,  Yenez,  1568,  4to.  Note  in 
this  book — "  This  is  a  very    scarce  and  much  valued    account  qf 

Italy.**    With  another  curious  note  respecting  the  author.         .        .    0    9    & 

4488.  Aldrete  Varias  Antiguedales  de  Espana,  Africa,  y  otras  Provin- 
oias.  Amberes,  1641,  4to.  Note  in  this  booh :  "  One  of  the  most 
valuable  books  of  this  kind  in  the  Spanish  language,  and  very 

rarely  to  be  met  with." 096 

5582.  Humfredi,  Vita  Episcop.  Juelli,  foliis  deauratis,  Lond.  op 
Dayum,  1578,  4to.  Note  in  this  booh :  "  At  the  end  of  this  book 
are  probably  some  of  the  first  Hebrew  types  used  in  England."       .010 
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Alman.  1  am  glad  to  hear  yoa  notice  such  kind  of 
collections ;  for  utility  and  common  sense  have  always 
aiq>eared  to  me  a  great  desideratum  among  the  libraries 
€i  your  professed  bibliomaniacs. 

Bblin.  Yes : — You  pride  yourselves  upon  your  large 
paper,  -and  clean,  and  matchless  copies — ^but  you  do 
not  dwell  quite  so  satisfactorily  upon  your  useful  and 
profitable  volumes — which,  surely  stand  not  in  need  of 
expensive  embellishments.  Lort's  collection  would  be 
the  library  for  my  money — if  I  were  disposed  to  become 
a  female  bibliomaniac ! 

Lis.  You  are  even  a  more  jejune  student  than 
myself  in  bibliography,  or  you  would  not  talk  in  this 
strain,  Belinda.  Abuse  fine  copies  of  books!  I  hope 
you  forgive  her,  Lysander  ? 

Lysakd.  Most  cordially.  But  have  I  not  discoursed 
sufficiently?  The  ladies  are,  I  fear,  beginning  to  be 
wearied ;  and  the  night  is  "  almost  at  odds  with  morn- 
ing which  is  which.'' 

LoREN.  Nay,  nay,  we  must  not  yet  terminate  our 
conversation.  Pursue,  and  completely  accomplish,  the 
noble  task  which  you  have  begun.  But  a  few  more 
years  to  run  down — a  few  more  renowned  biblio- 
maniacs to  "kill  off"" — and  then  we  retire  to  our 
piUows  delighted  and  instructed  by  your 

Lysand.  Halt !  If  you  go  on  thus,  there  is  an  end 
to  our  "Table  Talk."    I  now  resume. 

Ko.  £   «.  (2. 

6227.  PnesidiB    (Epistola    RA.P.)    Qeneralia    et     Begiminis    toting 

CoDgregationis  AnglicansB  Ordinis  St.  Benedict!.    Duoci,  1628.    8to.    0    10 
[Sote  iji  this  boai :    **  This  is  a  very  scarce  book  ;    it  was  intended 

only  for  the  use',  of  the  order,  and  care  taken  that  it  should  not  get 

into  improper  hands.    See  the  conclusion  of  the  G^eral's  mandate, 

and  of  the  book  itself."] 

6616.  Wakefeldi  Oratio  de  Laudibus  ot  Utilitate  trium  linguarum, 
AiMom,  ChaldaicsD,  ft  Hebraicse;  atque  idiomatibus  Hebraiois 
qpm  in  utroque  Testamento  inveniimtur.  Land,  ap,  Winandum  de 
Worde, — Shirwode  Liber  Hebrsdorum  oondonatoris,  seu  Ecde- 
■iasten.  Anty.  1523.  4to.  Note  in  this  hook  :  "  These  two 
pieces  by  Shirwood  and  Wakefield  are  exceedingly  rare."  .        .040 

For  some  particulars  concerning  the  very  respectable]  Dr.  LOBT,  the  reader 

may  consult  the  OetUUman's  Magaziw;  voL  Iz.  pt  ii.  p.  1055, 1199. 
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LoRRN.*  Yet  a  word  to  save  your  longs,  and 
slightly  vary  the  discourse.  Let  me  take  you  with 
ine  to  Ireland,  about  this  time;  where,  if  you  re- 
remember,  the   library  of  Dbnis  Daly*  was  disposed 


*  A  CaUUoffue  <^  the  Lthrtay  oflkt  laU  Right  ffanourahU  DlNlB  DaLT,  whiek 
will  be  iold  hy  auetion  on  the  first  qf  May,  1792,  by  /oirtM  VcdUince,  Duhlist,  8to. 
A  fao-aimfle  copper«plate  of  a  part  of  the  ftnt  psalm,  taken  from  a  Bible  enro- 
neouily  mppoaed  to  have  been  printed  by  Ulric  Zell  in  1458,  fiaoei  the  title-page  ; 
and  a  short  and  pertinent  preface  succeeds  it.  The  collection  was  ohoioe  and 
elegant:  the  books  are  well  described,  and  the  catalogue  is  printed  with 
neatness.  The  copies  on  large  paper  are  verj  scarce.  I  subjoin,  as  a  curiosity, 
and  for  the  sake  of  comparing  with  modem  prices,  the  sqms  lor  which  9k  few 
popular  articles  in  Knotjbh  Hibtobt  were  disposed  of^ 

HO.  £   «.  4L 

627.  lyrreli's  General  History  of  England,  5  vols.  IfOnd.  16^,  foL 
"  To  this  copy  Mr.  Tyrell  has  made  considerable  additions  in  MS. 
written  in  a  fiur  hand,  which  mivit  be  worthy  of  the  attention  of 

the  learned." 10    4    9 

688.  Bapin's  Histoiy  of  England  with  Tyndal's  Continuation,  5  vols. 
eUganily  bo^nd  in  ruttia,  Lond.  1748-1747,  folio.  "  One  of  the 
most  capital  sets  of  Rapin  extant ;  besides  the  elegant  portitdts  of 
the  kings  and  queens,  monuments,  ixiedals,  &c.  engraved  for  this 
work,  it  is  further  enriched  with  the  beautiful  prints  ezeonted  by 
Yertue  and  Houbraken,  for  Birch's  Illustrious  Heads."  folio.  .  17  2  7 
584.  Carte's  General  History  of  England,  4  vols,  fine  paper,  elegant 

tanufui.    Lond.  1747,  folio. •    7  19    8 

687.  Birch's  Lives  of  Illustrious  Persons  of  Great  Britain,  with  their 
heads  by  Houbraken  and  Vertue ;  2  vols,  in  one,  firU  impremon 
qf  the  platetf  imperial  paper.      Lond.   1748 — 1751,  folio.    It  is  im* 
possible  to  give  a  perfect  idea  of  this  book  :  every  plate  is  fine,  and 
appears  to  be  selected  from  the  earliest  impressions:    it  is  now 

very  scarce. .22150 

588.  Campbell's  Vitruvius  Britannious,  with  Woolfe's  and  Gandon's 
Continuation,  5  vols,  large  paper,  fine  imprettiont  qf  the  plaiet, 
eleganUy   bound  in  moroeoo,  giU  leaves,   dx,       Lond.  1717—1767, 

foUo. 260S 

540.  Wood's  Histoiia  et  Antiquitates  Oioniensis,  large  paper,  russia, 

giUleava,dx,    0z«  1674.  216  10 

542.  Biographia   Britannica,    7  vols,  large   paper,  elegantly    hounds 

Lond.  1747,  foL  .       .       .       . 18  18    0 

548.  • 4  vols,  new  edition,  elegantly  bound  in 

'  green  Turkey.    Lond.  1778 7  19    8 

545.  Matluel  Paris,    Monachi  Albanensis    Angli,  Historia  Major,  a 

Wats.    Lond,  1640,  foUo .    8  19    7 

546.  Mathnl  Westmonasteriensis,  Flores  Historiarum.    Franc.  1601, 

foUo.  .        ,       .       , 2  16  10 

547.  Histoiin  Anglicana  Scriptores  Varii,  a  Sparke.    Lond.  1728, 

foUo 256 
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of  by  public  auction.  My  father  attended  the  sale; 
and  purchased  at  it  a  great  number  of  the  Old  EngUsh 

and  volumes  relating  to  EngUsh  History, 
lo  so  much  admired  in  the  library.  You 
remember  the  copy  of  Birch's  lives  qf  lUustrious  Persons 
qf  Oreat  Britain! 

Lis.    I  do : — and  a  marvellously  fine  one  it  is ! 

LoRBN.  Well,  this  was  formerly  Exemplar  Dalyantun. 
But  now  proceed.  I  wished  only  to  convince  you  that 
the  miasmata  (as  you  call  them)  of  the  bibliomaniacal 
disease  had  reached  our  Sister  Kingdom.  Of  Scotland* 
—  I    know   nothing   in   commendation    respecting  the 

BiBUOMANJA. 

so.  £  s,  d, 

548.  Hiitorin  AngUcann  Soriptores  X.  a  Twysden ;     2   torn.   foL 

decutraL    Lond.  1652,  foUo 4    11    0 

519.  Bemm  AngUoamm  Soriptores  post  Bedam,  a  Saville,  Jol.  deotn-^ 

roL    Lond.  1596,  f  oUo .266 

560l  BertUD  Anglicanim  Soriptorum  Vetemm,  a  Gale ;  8  torn.   fol. 

deauroL    Lond.  1684-91 5  18    9 

561.  Berum  BritAnninarum,    Soriptores    Vetustiores.      Lugd.  1587^ 

folio.  180 

578.  Prynne's  Beoords,  8  toIs.,  with  the  Jrantitpiaxt  ampUU,  gilt, 
broad  border  qf  gold,  Lond.  1666—68.  "For  an  acooant  of  this 
rare  and  yaloable  work,  see  Oldy's  British  Librarian,  page  n. 
Not  more  than  70  copies  of  the  first  yoL   were  rescued  from  the 

fire  of  "London,  1666."    foUo. -       .  80  15    8 

2  learn  from  the  nephew  of  the  late  Mr.  Archer,  of  Dublin,  bookseller,  that  the 
late  Lord  Clare  offered  4000  guineas  for  the  collection— which  contained  only 
1441  lots  or  •articles.  The  offer  was  rejected.  Although  the  amount  of  the  sale 
did  not  exceed  87002.  —according  to  a  rough  calculation. 

*  This  is  rather  a  hasty  speech,  on  the  part  of  Lorenzo.  The  copious  and 
onrious  catalogues  of  those  booksellers,  Messrs.  Constablb,  Laino,  and  Black- 
wood— are  a  sufficient  demonstration  that  the  cause  of  the  Bibliomania  fiourishes 
in  the  city  of  Edinburgh.  Whether  they  have  such  desperate  bibliomaniacs  in 
Scotland,  as  we  possess  in  London,  and  especially  of  the  book-auction  species — 
is  a  point  which  I  cannet  take  upon  me  to  decide.  Certain  it  is  that  the  notes 
of  their  great  poet  are  not  deficient  in  numerous  tempting  extracts  from  rare 
Uack-letter  tomes;  and  if  his  example  be  not  more  generally  followed  than  it  is, 
the  fault  must  lie  with  some  scribe  or  other  who  counteracts  its  influence  by 
propagating  opinions,  and  recommending  studies,  of  a  different,  and  lees  tasteful, 
oast  of  character.  I  am  fearful  that  there  are  too  many  politioo-eoonomical, 
metaphysical,  and  philosophical  miasmata,  floating  in  the  atmosphere  of  Soot- 
land's  metropolis,  to  render  the  climate  there  just  now  favourable  to  the  legiti- 
mate cause  of  the  BmuoMANtA. 
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• 

I  had  nearly  foi^otten  to  mention,  with  the  enconmuns 
which  they  merity  the  select,  curious,  and  splendid  col- 
lections of  the  Chauncys  :*  very  able  scholars,  and 
zealous  bibliomaniacs.    Many  a  heavy-metalled  compe- 


*  A  Catalogue  of  the  elegani  and  valudble  Libmries  of  Chablrb  Chausot, 
M.D.  F.R.S.  and  F.S.A. ;  a-nd  qf  hit  brother,  NathahiKi  CHAUiroT,  Beq,,  both 
deeeaeed :  dx.  Sold  by  auetum  by  Leigh  and  Sotkeby,  April,  1790,  8vo :  8158 
artiolea. 

vo,  £    f.  iL 

99.  Booke  of  Raynarde  the  Fore,  morocco,  gflt  leavesy  London  by 
Thonuu  Oaultier,  1560,  8vo.  2    8    0 

108.  Merie  Tales  by  Master  Skelton,  Poet  Laureat;    imprinted  by 
Thomat  Colwell ;    no  date,  12mo. 16    0 

109.  The  Fleasunt  Historie  of  Lasarillo  de  Tonnes,  by  David  Boa- 
land  ;  impr.  at  London,  by  Abel  Jeffet,  1586,  12mo.        .         .        •    0  11    0 

112.  The  Newe  Testament,  corrected   by  Tyndal,  with   exhortations 

by  Erasmus ;  gUt  leavee,  1536,  12mo. 5    2    6 

118.  More's  Utopia,  by  Bobynson;     impr.  by  Abraham  Veale,  12mo. 

a551.) 080 

**  N.B.  In  this  are  the  passages  which  have  been  left  out  in  the 
later  editions.**  (But  the  reader  may  be  pleased  to  examine  my  edi- 
tion of  this  translation  of  the  Utopia;  1808,  2  vols,  8to.,  see  vol.  L, 
p.  olix.) 

119.  The  Epididon  into  Scotland  of  the  most  woorthely  fortunate 
Prince  Edward,  Duke  of  Somerset,  Uncle  unto  our  most  noble 
Borereign,  &c.,  Edward  the  Vlth ;   imprinted  by  Gfr^fton ;  1548, 

8vo.  2  18    0 

(At  the  sale  of  Mr.  Gough's  books  in  1810,  a  fine  copy  of  this  work 
was  sold  for  10/.  10s.) 

862.  Ben  Jonson  his   Volpone,  or  the  Foxe;    morocco,  ffilt  leaves, 

1607,  4to. 400 

"  In  this  book  a  this  note  written  by  Ben  Jonson  himself.  '  To  his 
loving  father,  and  worthy  friend  Mr.  John  Florio :  the  ayde  of  his 
Muses.    Ben  Jonson  scales  this  testimony  of  friendship  and  love.'  ** 

884.  Nychodemus's  Gospell,  morocco,  gilt  leavet,  emprynted  at  Lon- 

don,  by  VPynkyn  de  Worde,  1511,  4to 2    2    0 

888.  Oxford  and  Cambridge  Verses ;    in  blw  and  red  morocco,  gilt 

leavet,  with  gold  tauelt,  13  vols,  1617,  &c,  foL  .        .       '.        .    2  12    6 

572.  Caius  of  English  Dogges,  the  diversities,  the  names,  the  natures, 
and  the  properties,  by  Fleming ;  impriiUed  at  London  by  Richard 
Johnet,  1576,  4to.      .        .        .        .        .        .        .*      .        .        .    5  10    0 

592.  The  Life  and  Death  of  the  merry  Devill  of  Edmonton,  with 
the  pleasant  Prancks  of  Smug  the  smith.  Sir  John,  and  mine 
Host  of  the  Geoige,  about  the  stealing  of  Venison,  frontispiece, 
4to 1  10    0 

599.  Speculum  Xristiani,  corio  turcioo,  impress.  London,  p,  Willel- 
mum  de  Machlinia  ad  iustandam  nee  non  expensas  Henrici  Uran- 
kenbuig,  meroatoris,  tine  anno  vel  loco,  circa,  1480,  4to.    .       .       .  11    0    0 
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titor  attended  the  sale  of  the  BibUotheca  Chauncyana ; 
and,  I  dare  say>  if  such  a  collection  of  books  were  now 
subhasid ^ 

Lis.  He  means  "  under  the  hammer." — Ladies  are 
not  supposed  to  know  these  cramp  Latin  phrases. — 

Lysand.  Well,  "  under  the  hammer :"— if,  I  say, 
jsncb  a  collection  were  now  to  be  disposed  of  by 
public  auction,  how  eager  and  emulous  would  our 
notorious  book-collectors  be  to  run  away  with^a  few 
[f^lendid  spoils  ! 

We  will  next  notice  a    not  less    Valuable   collection, 
BftJled  the  BibUotheca  Monroiana ;  or  the  library  of  Dr. 
iHN  Monro  ;*  the  sale  of  which  took  place  in   the  very 


£  f.  <f . 

L  A  Hnndrtth  Sundrie  Flowets,  botmde  up  in  one  small  pdesie^ 
gathered  in  the  fyne  outlandiBh  gardins  of  Euripides,  Ovid, 
Ptotrake,  Aristo,  JBUid  others.    London,  ito.     .  .        .        .    1  12    0 

L  The  Reonile  of  the  Historie  of  Troie ;  tmprynUd    1558,  hy    Wil- 

liam  Copland,  folio. .250 

0.  The  Pastyme  of  People.  The  Chronicles  of  dyvefs  Realmys, 
and  most  specyally  of  the  Realme  of  Englohd,  bl^vely  compylyd 
and  emprynted  in  Ckeptryde  at  the  tygru  of  the  Afearmayde,  next 
Polly* 8  Oaie  {made  up  with  MS.)  morocto,  gUt  leaves,  folio    »        *    9  14    0 

Cnuningham's  Cosmographical  Glasae.     Lond,  printed  hy  Dayt, 

1559,  foL 5  15    6 

(I  conclude  that  it  had  the  portrait.) 

Ptolomei  Gosmographie ;  cum  tab.  georgr»  ilium.      Imprtu.  in 

Membranis,   1482,   foL 14  14    0 

w  Viigilii  Opera  i  Impres*  in  Membram*  VeneL  ap,  Barthol,  Crs- 
monem,  1472,  foL    (Two    leaves    on    Tellum  in  MS.  very  fairly 

written) 4310 

Purchased  by  the  late  Mr.  Qiiin. 

Plinii  Hist.  Naturalis ;  Venet.  1472,  folio.  Impret,  in  Metn- 
bnuU$,  The  first  leaf  illuminated  on  very  fine  vellum  paper.  Note 
in  this  book  :   "This  book,  formerly  Lord  Oxford's,  was  bought  by 

him  of  Andrew  Hay  for  160  guineas.^  65    2    0 

Purchased  by  Mr.  Edwards. 
There  was  also  a  magnificent  copy  of  Pynton*8  first  edition  qf  Chaueei^s  Workit 
^  folio,  which  is  now  in  the  collection  of  Earl  Spencer. 

*  " Bihltotkeea  Elegantissima  Monroiana'.  A  Catalogue  of  the  elegant  and 
mlnable  library  o/ John  Munro,  M.D.,  Physician  to  Beihelem  Hospital,  lately 
deeeaied.  Sold  by  auction  by  Leigh  and  Sotherby,  &<;.  April  23d,  1792,  8vo.*'  As 
usoal,  I  subjoin  a  few  specimens  of  the  collector's  literary  treasures,  in  confirma- 
tion of  the  aoouraoy  of  Lysander's  eulogy  upon  the    collection No.   709, 

2    B 
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year,  and  a  little  before,  the  preceding  library  was 
disposed  of.  Don't  imagine  that  Monro's  books  were 
chiefly  medical ;   on    the  contrary,   besides     exhibiting 


Cowell's  Intorpreter ;   or,  Booke  oontoinliifif  fhe  dgniflcation   of  word%  jM 

ediiioii,  ("  rare  to  be  met  with.")    Camb,  hy  Legate^  1607,  4to. N*.  1861.  Osnt 

(Les)  Nouvelles  Nouvelles,  ou  poar  mieux  dire,  Noaveauz  Gomptee  k  plaiMiios^ 

par  maniere  de  Joyeuset^. Lettrtt  Gotkiques.  Jig,  est  hoit  H  tUn  MS&  Janlla 

dories,  en  maroquin,  Paris,  par  AnL    Ventitd,    1475,  foL ^N«.  1068^  Heide 

Beachryyizig  der  nieuevlyks  uitgeyonden  en  geoctrojeerde  Sbuig-Bruid- 
Spoiten,  en  Haare  wijze  van  Brand-Bloesen,  Tegenwoordig  Unnein  Amtkr* 
dam  in  gebrvAk  tifnde,  Wyu  figuwrs  AvML  1690,  foL  *' NoU  in  tkU  hsAl 
Paris,  1736.  Paid  for  this  book  for  hia  Grace  the  Duke  of  Kingrton,  by  Mr. 
Hickman,   24^"     A  great  sum  for  a  book  about  a   "newly  discofered  ihv 

engine !" ^N^  2105,  Vivre  (Le  liyre  intitule  Tart  de  bein)  et  de  bien  mourir, 

lettres  gothiques,  aveo  fig.  en  maroquin  dor^  sur  tranches.  Imprimi  d  Pmris, 
1548,  4to.    Note  by  Dr.  Munro  :  "  It  is  a  very  scarce  book,  more  so  than  g«M- 

rally  thought."    With  a  loug  account  of  the  book  on  sepaiute  papsn. 

No.  2121,  Ariosto,  Orlando  Furioso,  con  figure  da  Porro,  foglie  dorat.  Yenst 
1584,  4to.    N.B.    In  this  copy  the  true  print  is  replaced  with  a  Jlne  htad  rf 

Ariosto,   and   elegantly  inlaid   with  morocco    and    calf, 'No,  2147,  Boccaflb 

(Nimpale  Fiesolano :  composto  par  il  Clarissimo  Poeta  Misser  Joanni)  Fienii- 
tino,  &c.  rigato.  Senza  data,  4to.  See  in  this  book  a  long  aocoont  of  tfcds  poea 
from  Dom.  Maria  Manni,  in  the  Istoria  del  Decamerone,  p.  55.  "  From  whit 
Manni  says  in  the  above  account,  I  suppose  this  to  be  the  first  edition  he  makw 

mention  of,  as  there  is  no  place  or  date  to  be  found.    J.M." N^.  SIH.  Dints 

di  Landino,  con.  fig.  La  prima  Edizione  di  Landino,  impf.  Firaue  per  Nitkth 
di  Lorenzo  delUt  Magna,  1481,  folio.  "In  this  book  are  sereral  remarks  bj 
Dr.  Munro,  on  separate  papers.  An  old  scarce  print,  s^Murate.  On  the  titi^ 
page  the  following  initials  CJJ^R ;  upon  which  the  Doctor  remarics  it 
might  probably  be  the  signature  of  Charles  the  First,  whose  property  it  might 
have  been.  The  Doctor  likewise  observes  this  copy,  though  imperfect^  is  stQl 
very  valuable,  on  accoimt  of  its  having  eight  plates,  the  generality  having  only 

the  two  first.'* N^.  2208,  Molinet  (Les  Faictz  et  dictz  de  bone   Menunra 

Maistre  Jehan)  Lettres  gothiqwes,  en  maroquin  Par,  1537,  8vo. N^  2866,  Peri 

Fiesole  Distrutta,  poema :  with  portrait  and  engraved  title,  Firense,  1619,  4to. 
Note  in  this  book :  "This  is  the  only  copy  I  ever  saw  of  this  work,  whidi  I 
imagine  is  at  present  become  extremely  scarce.  The  title  and  portrait  are  en* 
graved  by  Callott.    The  portrait  is  common  enough,  but  the  title,  known  by  the 

name  of  the  Bella  Giardiniera,  very  seldom  seen.    J.M." N*.  2379.  Bidblfiy 

Le  Maraviglie  dell'  Arte,  overo  le  vite  di  Pittori  Veneti  e  dello  stato,  ooo.  fig. 
2  tom.  4to.  N.B.  On  the  blank  leaf  of  this  book  is  an  etching  by  Garohia 
Rodolphus,  with  this  MS,  note  :   "I  imagine  this  to  be  an  etdiing  of  Oavaier 

Bodolphi,  as  I  do  not  remember  any  other  of  the  name." H:  2865,  Laaii  in 

Genealogiam  Austriacam,  Basil,  ap.  Oporinum,  1564. — Lam  Yienna  Anatrin 
Basil,  1546.  Francolin  Res  Gests  Viennensis,  cum  fig.  Vienna  Auttneg 
excudebat  Eaphael  Hofhalter,  1563.  Folio.  NoU  in  this  book:  "The  last  book 
in  this  volume  is  curious  and  uncommon." 
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some  of  the  rarest  articles  in  Old  English  literature,  they 
will  convince  posterity  of  the  collector's  accurate  taste 
in  Italian  Belles  Lettres :  and  here  and  there  you  will 
find,  throughout  the  catalogue,  some  interesting  biblio- 
graphical memoranda  by  the  Doctor  himself. 

We  shall  now  run  rapidly  towards  the  close  of  the 
eighteenth  century.  But  first,  you  may  secure,  for  a 
shilling  or  two,  the  Southgatb  Collection;*  and 
make  up  your  minds  to  pay  a  few  more  shillings  for 
good  copies,  especially  upon  large  paper,  of  all  the 
parts  of  the  catalogues  of  the  library  of  Gborgb 
MASON.f  This  collection  was  an  exceedingly  valuable 
one ;  rather  select  than  extensive :  exhibiting,  in  pretty 

•  "Muteum  SmUhgatioMim ;  hewg  a  Catalogue  of  the  valuabU  CoUeetum  nf 
Booh,  Coint,  MedtUs,  and  Naturai  HUtory  qf  the  laU  Rev,  RiOHABD  SOUTH- 
OATB,  A.R,  F.A.S.,  &0.  To  which  are  prefixed  Memoirs  of  his  Life.  LoDdon  : 
printed  for  Leigh  and  Sotheby,  &c.  1795,  8to.  The  books  were  comprised  in 
2683  lots.  The  coins  and  medals  extend,  in  the  catalogue,  to  68  pages.  The 
shells  and  natural  curiosities  (sold  in  May,  1795)  to  11  pages.  This  catalogoa 
possesses,  what  erery  similar  one  should  possess,  a  compendious  and  perspicuous 
account  of  the  collector.  My  copy  of  it  is  upon  large  pa^er ;  but  the  typogra- 
phical execution  is  sufficiently  defectiye. 

f  Lysander  is  right  in  noticing  "aU  the  parUT  of  the  Masonian  Library.  I 
will  describe  them  particularly.  Pt.  l  il  Catalogue  qf  a  considerable  portion  of 
the  Oreek  and  Latin  Library  of  Gkobob  Mabon,  Esq.,  with  some  articles  in  the 
Italian,  French,  English,  and  other  languages,  fro.  Sold  by  auction  by  Leigh 
and  Sotheby,  on  Wednesday,  January  24,  1798,  8to.  497  articles.  P*.  n.  A 
Catalogue  of  mott  qf  the  reserved  portion  of  the  Oreek  and  Latin  Library  of 
G.  M.,  &c.,  chiefly  classical  and  bibliographical,  with  a  few  miscellaneous  articles 
in  French :  sold  as  before,  May  16,  1798,  &c.  480  articles.  P*.  m.  il  CaJLalogvue 
of  a  eoneiderahle  portion  of  the  remaining  Library  of  G.  M.,  Esq.— chiefly  hiS' 
torical,  with  some  curious  theological,  and  some  scientific,  articles :  sold  as 
before ;  Not.  27  to  80 ;  1798,  &c.  547  articles.  P*.  iv.  A  Catalogue,  Ac,,  of  the 
remaining  library  qf  Q.  M.,  Esq. — chiefly  Belles  Lettres,  English,  French,  and 
Italian,  &o.,  sold  as  before  ;  April  25, 1799 :  888  articles.  These  foub  parts, 
priced,  especially  the  latter  one— are  uncommon.  My  copies  of  all  of  them  are 
upon  large  paper.  It  must  have  been  a  little  heart-breaking  for  the  collector 
to  haye  seen  his  beautiful  library,  the  harvest  of  many  a  yearns  hard  reaping, 
melting  away  piece-meal,  like  a  snow-ball — before  the  warmth  of  some  potent 
cause  or  other,  which  now  perhaps  cannot  be  rightly  ascertained.  See  b^re, 
gentle  reader,  some  of  the  fruits  of  this  golden  Masonian  harvest  1— gathered 
almost  proiniseuouriy  from  the  several  parts.  They  are  thus  presented  to  thy 
notioe,  in  order,  amongst  other  things,  to  stimuli^  thee  to  be  equally  ohoioe 
and  careful  in  the  gathering  of  similar  fruits. 
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nearly  an  equal  degree,  some  of  the  rarest  books  in 
Greek,  Latin,  and  English  literature.  The  kdmeUen  of 
the  Masonian  cabinet,  in  the  estimation  of  the  black-' 
letter    bibliomaniacs,    was    a    perfect    copy   of  the    8t». 

PABT  L 
NO.  £     M.     €L 

160.  Winstanley's  Aadley  End,  inscribed  to  James  the  Second^  foL 
Never  jmbluhed  for  9aU,  .  .  .  .  .  .    27  10    0 

158.    Hypnerotomachia  Pollphili,  C.  T.    F.  D.  Aid.  1499      .  .500 

162.  Aquins  (Thomn)  Quartiscriptum,  C.  B.  MogunHce  S^oeffer, 
U92,  fol 6    0    0 

295.  acero  de  Officiis,  C.  T.  F.  D.  MogunHce  ap.  Fuel,  1465.  4to. 
In  hoc  ezemplari  Rubrica  inter  libros  secundum  ae  tertium  habet 
singularia  errata,  quae  in  nullo  alio  exemplari  adhuc  innotuerunt ; 
Tiz.  primxu  ponitur  pro  tecwidut,  seeundus  pro  tertiut,  et  secundum 
pro  tertium        .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .    26    5    0 

807.  Chalcondylas,  Mosohopulus,  et  Corinthus,  Or.  editio  prineept. 

Vide  notam  ante  Librum         .  .  .  .  .  .      8  18    6 

808.  Constantini  Lexicon  Grsecum.  Oen^vce,  1592  .  .  .450 
824.    CicerooSs  Orationes,  C.  T.  viridi  F.  D.  per  Adamum  de  Amber' 

ffau,  li7%{ol 5    5  0 

468.  Homerus,  Or.,  2  vol.,  JEditio  prineeps,  0.  R.  Flor.  1488  .  11  11  0 
496.    Xenophon,  Or.,  editio  prinequ,  C.  T.  F.  D.  Flor.  ap.  Jnnt, 

1516,  foL 2    8  0 

PABT  m. 

70.  Maondrel's  Journey  from  Aleppo  to  Jerusalem,  L.  P,  Ozf. 
1Z14,  8yo.    First  edition  of  the  entire  work  .  .  .      8  18    0 

101.  The  Psalter  of  Darid,  large  B.  L.  C.  T.  nigro  F.  D.  Cantorhtry, 

in  SL  Pauleys  Parysh,  by  John  Mychell,  1549,  4to.  ,  .440 

102.  The  Gospels  in  Saxon  and  English,  dedicated  to  Queen  Elisa- 
beth, by  John  Foxe,  C.  T.  nigro,  F.  D.  Lond.  by  Daye^  1571,  4to.         4    5    0 

108.    The  new  Testament,  by  Thomas  Matthew,  1538,  4to.    .  .840 

["  There  are  cuts  to  the  Revelations,  different  from  any  Mr.  Her- 
bert had  seen  ;  nor  had  he  seen  the  book  itself,  till  he  was  writing  his 
'Corrections  and  additions,'  where,  at  p.  1833,  he  describes  it."] 
105.    Nychodemus*  Gospell,  C.  T.  F.  D.  wood  printt.     Wynkynde 

Worde,  Ibll.ito 15    0 

107.  English  Prymer,  in  red  and  black  tjrpes  :  wUh  emblematie  fivn- 
titpiece  from  a  toood-cuL  C.  T.  oomUeo  F.  D.  Byddell,  1535,  4to. 
PBntTED  ON  TKLLUM      .  .  .  .  .  .        8  18     6 

110,  Speculum  Christiani  (in  Latin  prose  and  English  yerse)  C.  T. 
nigro.  In  eivOate  Londoniarum,  per  Wilkelmum  de  MadUinia, 
Supposed  to  be  the  first  book  printed  in,  London,  and  aboui  1480,  4to.      4    4    0 

111.  Contemplation  of  Synners,  (Latin  prose  and  English  verse) 
with  double  frontispiece,  and  other  wood-cuts.     Westminster,  by 

WynkyK  de  IVorde,  1499,  4to. 2    3    0 
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• 

Atbanf  edition  of  Juliana  Barnes's  book  of  Hawking^ 
Hunting,  and  Angling;  which  perfect  copy  is  now 
reposing  in  a  collection  where  there  are  kdmeKa  of 
far  greater  value  to   dim  its  wonted  lustre.      But  let 

BO.  ^'  '•     <^* 

112.  (Walter  Hylton's)  Seala  PerfectioDis,  London,  inthout  TempU- 
Bum,  by  Julyan  Notary,  1507,  4to 1  11      6 

161.  DiTea   and  Pauper,    C.R.  firtt  dated  tmprettwn  hf  Pynton, 
.1488,  fdio 250 

164.  Hackhiyt's  Collection  of  Voyages,  B.L.  8  vols,  in  2.   Lond. 
1509.    "This  work  contains  in  toL  l   (beginning  at  p.  187)  a 
politioal  tract  in  verBe  (of  the  time  of  'Henry  VI.)  eihorting  Eng- 
land to  keep  the  seA."       4  10     0 

178.  Arnold's  Chronicle,  or  Customs  of  London,  RL.  C.T. F.D. 

(1521)  foHo .        .  15  li     6 

180.  Chaucer's  Hertfordshire ;  teith  all  the  plates,  C.R.  Once  the 
hoot  qf  White  Kennet,  Bitkop  qf  Peterborough;  tchote  marginal 
notesin  are  pp.  64,  859,  528,  folio 21    0      0 

S88.  Froissart's  Chronydes,  2  toIs.  C.R.  F.D.  Printed  by  Ptffuon, 
1528-5,/o/ib,  2  yols. 

841.  Basteil's   Pastyme   of  People,  C.T.— F.D.    Johannes  Rastell, 
'     (1529)  One  page  and  part  qf  a  pieced  leaf  written, 

849.  Monasticon  Anglicanum,  8  vols,  b'gat.  in  4,  C.R.  all  the  plates, 
iKmd.  1651,  61,  73.  "  This  copy  contains  that  very  scarce  leaf, 
which  sometimes  follows  the  title-page  of  the  first  volume :  an 
account  of  which  leaf  (by  Tanner  and  Heame)  may  be  seen  from 
p.  45  to  p.  50  of  the  sixth  volume  of  Leland's  Collectanea,  and 
their  aceount  rectified  by  Bridges,  at  the  conclusion  of  Heame's 
preface  to  Titus  Livius  Foro-Juliensis."    Folio. 

466.  Hardyng^s  Chronicle  (in  verse)  C.R. — F.D.  With  an  original 
grant  {on  vellum)  from  Henry  VI,  to  Hardyng,  Londonu  Grafton, 
1548,  4to. 

pniis  beautiful  copy,  formerly  West's,  is  now  in  the  collection  of 
George  Hibbert^  ^^J 

518.  Fabian*s  Chronicle,  C.T.  cserulo  F.D.  2  vols,  in  1.  B.L.  Lond. 
W.  Rastell,  1533.  "This  edition  (as  weU  as  Pynsou's)  has  the 
hymns  to  the  Virgin,  though  Mr.  T.  War  ton  thought  otherwise." 
folio. 

PART  IV. 

87.  Kendall's    Flowen    of    Epigrams,    B.L.— C.R.    Leaf  93    if 

wanting,  12mo. 
47.  M(arioe)'s   Ovid's  Elegies  and  Epigrams,  by   J.    D(avies   of 

Hereford).    (Ovid's  head  engraved  by  W.M.)   C.T.— F.D.    Mid^ 

dldtourg,  12mo. 
£7.  Observations  on  Authors,  Ancient  and  Modern,  2  vol.  Lend. 

1731-2.    "This  was  Dr.  Jortin's  own  copy,  who  has  written  the 
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Mason  have  our  admiration  and  esteem.  His  library 
was  elegant,  judicious,  and,  in  many  respects,  very 
precious:  and  the  collector  of  such  volumes  was  a 
man  of  worth  and  learning. 

so.  £.    «.    A 

name  of  indb  antlior  to  every  pieoe  of  oritiolBniy  and  added  a  few 
mai^gina]  remarks  of  his  own,'*  8to. 

160.  ValeniiDe  and  OrsoD,  B.L.  cuts.  WanU  iiiU,  two  Uava  im  cm 
pUue^  and  a  Uaj  in  anathtr,  4to. 

152.  La  Morte  D* Arthur,  B.L.  vfood-cuit,  Lond.  Thomoi  EatL  WomU 
<yne  leaf  in  the  middle  qf  the  tahle.    See  M6.  note  prefixed, 

158.  Barnes's  (Dame  JoUana)  Boke  of  Haukynge,  Huntynge,  jand 
Cootannnris,  G.T.— F.D.  Seynt  Alhon\  folio,  1486.  "This  per- 
haps  is  the  only  perfect  copy  of  this  original  edition,  whioh  ia 
extant.  Its  beginning  with  sig.  a  ii  is  no  .kind  of  cantradiotion  to 
Its  being  perfect ;  the  legisters  of  many  Latin  books  at  this  period 
mention  the  first  leaf  of  A  as  quite  blank.  The  copy  of  the  piiblio 
library  at  Cambridge  is  at  least  so  worn  or  mutilated  at  the  bottom 
of  some  pages  that  the  bottom  lines  are  not  legible."  [This  copy 
Is  now  In  the  matchless  ooUection  of  Earl  Spencer.] 

157.  Chaooer's  Canterbnry  Tales,  C.B.  woodaOe^  Pymon,  folio, 
"  This  is  Pynson's  original  edition,  and  probably  the  first  book  he 
printed.  S^  along  MS.  note  prefixed.  Bound  up  at  the  end  of 
this  copy  are  two  leaves  of  a  MS.  on  vellum,  which  take  in  the 
conclusion  of  the  Miller^s  Prologue,  and  begiuDing  of  his  Tale. 
One  of  these  pages  is  illuminated,  and  has  a  cdonfed  drawing  of 
the  Miller  on  his  mule." 

166.  Mort  D'Arthur,  B.L.  woodeutt.  Lond,  W.  Copland,  See  MS. 
notes  at  the  beginning  and  end,  folio. 

175.  Roy's  Rede  me  and  he  not  wrothe, 

For  I  way  nothing  hnt  trothe, 
"  This  is  the  famous  satire.against  Cardinal  Wolsey,  printed  some 
yean  before  his  falL    See  Herbert,  p.  1538,  8vo."    [The  reader 
may  look  for  one  minute  at  page  225,  ante.]        * 

268.  Boetius,  (The  Boke  of  Comfort,  by)  translated  into  Englishe 
ToDge  (in  verse)  Emprented  in  th^exempt  Monattery  qf  Taverstoci, 
in  Denihire,  by  me,  Thomat  Hycharde,  Monte  of  the  taid  Monas- 
tery, 1525,  4to. 

261.  Caxton*s  Blanchardyn  and  Eglantine,  or  Proude  Lady  of  Love, 
C.T. — F.D.,  printed  by  Caxt&n,  folio.  [See  my  edition  of  the 
Typograhieal  Antiquities,  vol.  L  p.  346.] 

274.  Hawkyng,  Huutyng,  and  Fyshyng,  (from  Juliana  Barnes) 
B.L.  f9O0deuts,  Lond,  Toye,  and  W,  Coptiind,  4to.  Su  MS,  note$ 
prefixed, 

275.  Hawys^s  Compendious  Stoiy,  or  Exemple  of  Vertue,  B.L.~C.R. 
woodrCuU,  ib,  Wynkyn  de  Worde,  153a 

276 Passe-Tyme  of  Pleasure,  B.L.  wood-ciUi  ib,  by   IV,  de 

Worde,  1517,  4to. 
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How  shall  I  talk  of  thee,  and  of  thy  wonderful 
collection,  O  rarb  Richard  Farmbr?*— and  of  thy 
scholarship,    acuteness,   pleasantry,  singularities,    varied 


NO.  £.  f.    d, 

806.    Bpenfler's  Bhepheaide's  Calendar.    C.T.—F.D.,  wood-cutt :  furH 

ediium,  ib.  Singleton,  1579,  4to. 
808.    Taylor,  the  water  poet  (fifteen  different  pieces  by)  all  of  poe- 
terior  date  to  the  collection  of  hie  works.    Among  them  is  the  Life 
of  Old   Par,  with  Par's  head,   and  81  plates  of  carious  needle- 
work.    The  volume  also   contains  some  replies  to   Taylor.     A 
written  list  of  all  the  contents  is  prefixed.    Lond.  and  Oxford,  4to. 
'Tulle  of  Old  Age  (translated  by  William  Botoner,  or  of  Wor- 
cester) pr.  hf  Caxtan,  1481.  folio. 

880 -{ of  Friendship,  translated  by  Tiptoft,  Earl  of  Worcester;  to 

which  is  added  another  tract  written  by  the  same  Earl,  G.R. 
— F.D.— L.R.    ExplieUj>er  Caxton,  folio. 

*  There  is  but  a  scanty  memorial  of  this  extraordinary  and  ever  respectable 
bibliomaniac,  in  the  Gentleman**  Maffoeine;  voL  Ixvii.  pt  it  p.  805:  888: 
nor  is  it  noticed,  among  Fanner's  theologico-literary  labours,  that  he  was 
author  of  an  ingenious  essay  upon  the  Demoniaeg  mentioned  in  scripture ;  in 
which  essay  he  took  up  the  idea  of  Mede,  that  these  Demoniacs  were  madmen. 
Dr.  Farmer's  essay  upon  the  Learning  q/  Shakespeare  is,  in  respect  to  the 
materials,  alignments,  and  conclusions— what  the  late  Bishop  of  Salisbury's 
[Douglas]  was  upon  Mituclet — original,  powerful,  and  incontrovertible.  Never 
was  there  an  octavo  volume,  like  Farmer's  upon  Shakespeare— which  embraced 
so  many,  and  such  curious,  points,  and  which  displayed  such  research,  ingenuity, 
and  aouteness — ^put  forth  with  so  little  pomp,  parade,  or  pedantry.  Its  popularity 
was  remarkable  ;  for  it  delighted  both  the  superficial  and  deeply* versed  reader 
in  black-letter  lore.  Dr.  Parr's 'well  applied  Ciceronian  phrase,  in  lauding  the 
"  ingenious  and  joy-inspiring  language"  of  Farmer,  gives  us  some  notion  of  the 
colloquial  powers  of  this  acute  bibliomaniac;  whose  books  were  generally 
scattered  upon  the  floor,  as  Lysander  above  observes,  like  old  Richard  Smith's 
"  stitched  bundles."  Fanner  had  his  foragers ;  his  jackalls :  an4  his  avant- 
couriers :  for  it  was  well  known  how  dearly  he  loved  every  thing  that  was 
interesting  and  rare  in  the  literature  of  former  ages.  As  he  walked  the  streets 
of  London — careless  of  his  drees— and  whether  his  wig  was  full-bottomed  or 
narrow-bottomed — he  would  talk  and  "mutter  strange  speeches"  to  himself; 
thinking  all  the  time,  I  ween,  of  some  curious  discovery  he  had  recently  made 
in  the  aforesaid  precious  black-letter  tomes.  But  the  reader  is  impatient  for  the 
Bibliotheca  Farmeriana  :  the  title  to  the  catalogue  whereof  is  as  follows.  "  BUd, 
Farm,  A  Caiaiogue  nf  ikt  cwrwWf  v<Uuable,  and  extensive  Library  in  print  and 
manuscript,  qftke  UUe  Rbv.  Riohabd  Farmxb,  D.D.,  Canon  Residentiary  of  SL 
PauCs ;  Master  qf  Emanuel  College  :  Librarian  to  the  University  of  Cambridge  ; 
and  Fellow  of  the  Royal  dfc  Antiquary  Societies  (deceased,  &c.)  Sold  by  Auction  by 
Mr.  King;  May,  1798,"  8vo.  [8199  articles].  The  collection  k  justly  said,  in  the 
title  page,  to  contain  the  **  most  rare  and  copious  assemblage  of  Old  English 


y 
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learning,  and  colloquial  powers!  Thy  name  will  live 
long  among  scholars  in  general;  and  in  the  bosoms  of 
virtuous  and  learned  bibliomaniacs  thy  memory  shall 
ever  be  enshrined !    The  walls  of  Emanuel  CJoUege  now 

Poeiry  that,  perhaps,  was  ever  exhibited  at  one  view ;  together  with  a  grdat 
▼arietj  of  Old  Plays,  and  early  printed  books,  English  and  Foreign,  hi  the  black- 
letter."  The  reader  has  abready  (p.  824  ante)  had  some  intimation  of  th» 
source  to  which  Dr.  Fanner  was  chiefly  indebted  for  these  poetioal  and  dra- 
matioal  treasures;  ol  some  of  whioh|  "hereafter  followeth"  an  imperfect 
specimen : 

HO.  £[»•    d, 

5850.  Marbecke  (John)  the  book  of  Gommon  Prayer,  noted,  1550. 
4to.  See  Dr.  Bumey's  long  account  of  this  very  scarce  book  in 
his  History  of  Musick,  toL  ii.  p.  578,  &c 2    6    0 

6127.  Skinner's  Disoovery  and  Declaration  of  the  Inquisition  of  \ 
Spayne,  imp.  J.  Daye,  1569,  4to >  1  16    0 

6128.  Shippe  of  Fooles,  by  Brant,  wood  cuts,  imp,    Wynkyn  cU  i 
ITcmie,  1617,  4to. J 

6194.  Brunswyke's  Medical  Dictionary,  tramdated  by  Huet,  imp.  by 
Treveritt  1525.  folio 8  10    0 

6195.  Customs  of  the  Citie  of  London,  or  Arnold's  Chronicle,  with  the 
Nut-Brown  Mayde,  IH  edition,  1502,  folio 0  19    0 

6886.  Annalia  Dubrensia,  or  Robert  Dover's  Olimpio  Oames  upon 
Ck>tswold-Hills,  with  frontispiece,  1636 1  14    0 

6887.  Barley-breake,  or  a  Warning  for  Wantons,  by  W.  N.  1607,  4to.  0  5  0 
6895.  Britten's  Bowre  of  Delights,  by  N.  B.  1597.  4to.  .  .  .  1  13  0 
6413.    Byrd's  (Will.)  Psalmes,  Sonets,  and  Songs  of  Sadnes  and  Pietie 

made  into  Mosicke  of  5  partes.  1588.  Ditto  Sacne  Cantiones,  2 
parts ;  and  various  Madrigals  and  Canzonets,  by  Morley,  Weelkos, 
Wilbye,  Bateson,  &o.  4to. 0  15    0 

'6608.  Copie  of  a  Letter  sent  from  the  roaring  Boyes  in  Elisium,  to  the 
two  arrant  Knights  of  the  Grape  in  Limbo,  Alderman  Abel  and 
M.  Kilvert,  the  two  projectors  for  wine  ;  with  their  portraits.  .550 

6785.  Turberrile's  (George)  Epitaphs,  Epigrams,  Songs  and  Sonets, 
with  a  Discourse  of  the  freendly  affections  of  Tymetes  to  Pyn- 
dara  his  ladie,  b.  1.  1570,  imp.  by  Denham,  8vo.  .        .        .        .    1  16    0 

6804.  Virgil's  iEneis,  the  first  foure  bookes,  translated  into  English 
heroicall  verse,  by  Richard  Stanyhurst,  with  other  poetical  devises 
thereunto  annexed  ;  impr.  by  Bynneman,  1583,  8vo.  .        .        .    2  17    0 

6826.    Essayes  of  a  Prentise  in  the  Divine  Art  of  Poesie  (King  James 

\l.)  Edinbtirgh,  by  Vautrollier,  1585,  8vo 1  13    0 

6846.  Fulwell's  (Ulpian)  Flower  of  Fame,  or  bright  Renoune  and 
fortunate  Raigne  of  King  Henry  VIII.  b.  1.  with  curious   wood 

cuts :  imp.  by  WUl,  Hoskin,  1575,  4to 1  11    6 

6847.  Flytting  (the)  betwixt  Montgomerie  and  Polworte,  Edin.,  1629, 

4to 2    5    0 

7058.    Horace's  Art  of  Poetrie,  Pistles,  and  Satyrs,  English'd  by  Drant, 

b.  1.  Imp.  by  Marshe,  1566,  4to. 0    7    6 
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cease  to  convey  the  sounds  of  thy  festive  wit — thy 
volumes  are  no  longer  seen,  like  Richard  Smith's 
^^ bundles  of  sticht  books/'  strewn  upon  the  floor;  and 
thou  hast  ceased,  in  the  cause  of  thy  beloved  Shakspeare, 
to  delve  into  the  fruitful  ore  ofx  black-letter  literature. 


vo.  £  $.    d. 

7066.    HomootB  Ordinarie,  where  a  man  may  be  verie  merrie  and 

exceeding  well  used  for  his  sixpence^  1607,  4to 0  14    6 

7187.  Mastiffe  Whelp,  with  other  ruff -island-like  cars  fetcht  from 
among  the  Antipodes,  which  bite  and  barke  at  the  fantasticall 
humourist  and  abuses  of  the  time 0  19    0 

7199.  Merry  Jest  of  Robin  Hood,  and  of  his  lafe,  with  a  new  Play 
for  to  be  plaied  in  May-Games ;  very  pleasant  and  full  of  pastime, 

b.  1.  imp.  by  Edward  WhiU,  4to 8  13    6 

7200.  Milton's  Paradise  Lost,  in  10  books,  1st  tdU,  1667.     ,       .        .    0  11    0 

7201. 2nd  tUU  page,  l<^^,  .    0  11    0 

7202.    , 8rd    title    page,    1669.— 

"  N.B.    The  three  foregoing  articles  prove  that  there  were  no  less 
than  three  different  title-pages  used,  to  force  the  sale  of  the  first 
edition  of  this  matchless  poem."    S.  P[aterson.]        .        •       .        .070 
7232.    Paradyse  of  Daynty  Devises,  b.  1.   extremely  scarce,  imp.  by 

I£etiiyDule,l576,ito 600 

7240.  Peele's  (G.)  Device  of  the  Pageant  borne  before  Woolstone 
Dixie,  Lord  Mayor  of  London,  Oct.  29,    1585,  b.  1.    See  Dr.  F.'s 

note  ;  as  probably  the  only  copy.  4to. 1  11    6 

7241.  Percy's  (W.)  Sonnets  to  the  fairest  Cnlia,  1594.    4to.         .        .    1  12    0 
7249.    Psalter  (the  whole)  translated  into  English  Metre,  which  con- 

taineth  an  Hundreth  and  Fifty  Psalms.  The  title  and  first  page 
written.  Imp,  by  John,  Daye,  1567.  "This  translation  was  by 
Archbishop  Parker,  and  is  so  scarce  that  Mr.  Strype  tells  us  he 
could  never  get  a  sight  of  it.'*  See  Master's  History  of  C.  C.  C.  C. 
Mr.  Wharton  supposes  it  never  to  have  been  published,  but  that 
the  Archbishop's  wife  gave  away  some  copies.  "It  certainly  (he 
adds)  is  at  this  time  extremely  scarce,  and  would  be  deservedly 
deemed  a  fortunate  acquisition  to  those  capricious  students  who 
labour  to  collect  a  Library  of  Barities."  Hist,  of  Eng.  Poetry, 
vol.  iii.  186.    It  has  a  portrait  of  the  Archbishop.  4to.     .        •        .860 

7828.  Somner's  (Henry)  Orpheus  and  Eurydice,  1740.  4to.  .        .016 

7829.  Shakespeare's  Works,  1«<  edition,  in  folio,  vantt  title,  latt  leaf 
written  from  the  4to.     1623 .700 

8062.  Metrical  Romances,  written  in  the  reign  of  Richard  Ud.  or 
rather  about  the  end  of  the  reign  of  Henry  Hid.  or  beginning  of 
Edward  I.  (See  note,)  purchated  at  Dr,  Monro's  Auction  by  Dr. 
larmer,  for  29/. 4  14    0 

8080.  These  Booke  is  called  Ars  moriendi,  of  William  Baron,  Esq.,  to 
remayne  for  ever  to  the  Xonnye  of  Deptford  ;  on  vellum,  bound  in 
purple  velvet.        .        .        .        .  - 2    3    0 
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Peace  to  thy  honest  spirit ;  for  thou  wert  wise  without 
vanity,  learned  without  pedantry,  and  joyous  without 
vulgarity! 


NO.  £  «.    A 

6451.    Cbaaoer'i  Doble  and  amorous  annoyent  Hystory  of  Troyhis  ^ 
and  Cresyde,  in  tyre  Bokes,  trnprytUed  5y   Wynkyn  de  Worde, 

1617 

Here  begynneth  the  Temple  of  Glaas,    imp.   (y    Wynkyn  de 

Worde. 

The  Castell  of  Pleasure,  imp.  by  diUo.      .... 
Here  begynneth   a    lyttell    Treatise    doped    La    Connaanoe 

D' Amours,  imp.  by   Pyjuon.         .  .  •  •  • 

The  Spectacle  of  Loyers,  tn^.  by  Wyniyn  de  Worde, 
History  of  Tytus  and  Gesippus,  translated  out  of  Latin  into 

Englyshe,  by  Wyllyam  Walter,  sometime  serraunte  to  Byr 

Henry  Marhey,   Cnyght,  Chaunceler  of  the  Dachy  of  Lan- 

castre,  imp.  by  ditto.  ..... 

The  Loye  and  Complayntes  betwene  Mars  and  Venns.     . 

The  Fyrst  Fynders  of  the  vn  Soyences  Artificially  printed  by 

Julian  Notarye.      ......  • 

Guystarde  and  Sygysmonde,  translated  by  Wyllyam  Walter,  ^      26    5    0 

imp.  by  Wynkyn  de  Worde,  15S2.  .... 

The  Complaynte  of  a  Loyer's  Lyfe,  imp.  by  ditto. 

Here  begynneth  a  lytel  Treatyse,  called  The  Disputacyon  of 

Ck>mplaynte  [of]  the  Harte,  thorughe  perced  with  the  lokynge 

of  the  Eye,  imp.  by  Wyniyn  de  Worde, 
This  Boke  is  named  the  Beaultie  of  Women,  translated  oat  of 

French  into  Englyshe,  imp.  by  Wier.        .... 
Here  begynneth  a  lytel  Treatise,  called  the   Controyerse  be- 
twene a  Loyer  and  a  Jaye,  lately  compyled,  imp.  by  Wynkyn 

de  Worde.  r  .....  . 

The  ahove  12  very  rare  and  ancient  pieces  of  poetry  are  bound  in 

one  yoL  with  curious  w>od-cutt,  and  in  fine  preservation. 

'The    Temple    of    Glass   alone  was  sold  for  S^.  15«.  and   th^ 
present  yol.  may,  with  propriety,  be  deemed  matchless.'    Al^ 

in  quarto.  •••••.* 

[N.B.    These  articles  should  have  preceded  no.  6608 ;  at  p.  423,  ante.] 

And  here,  beneyolent  reader,  let  us  bid  farewell  to  Richard  Fabmxb  of 
transcendant  bibliomaoiacal  celebrity  t  It  is  in  yain  to  look  forward  for  the  day 
when  book-gems,  similar  to  those  which  haye  just  been  imperfectly  described  from 
the  Bihl.  Farmeriana,  will  be  disposed  of  at  similar  prices.  The  young  ooOedor 
may  indulge  an  ardent  hope ;  but,  if  there  be  any  thing  of  the  spirit  of  prophecy 
in  my  humble  predictions,  that  hope  will  neyer  be  realised.  Dr.  Farmer's  copies 
were,  in  general,  in  sony  condition  ;  the  possessor  oaring  little  (like  Dr.  Fiancte 
Bernard ;  vide  p.  816,  ante)  for  large  margins  and  splendid  binding.  His  own 
name,  generally  accompaniod  with  a  biUiographical  remark,  and  both  written  in 


THE  DRAWING  BOOM.  487 

A  poor  eulogy,  this,  upon  Fanner! — but  my  oratory 
begins  to  wax  faint.  For  this  reason  I  cannot  speak 
with  justice  of  the  friend  and  fellow-critic  of  Fanner — 
Gborgb    Stbbvens*— of    Shakspearian    renown  !    The 

a  sprawling  charaoter,  turoally  preoeded  the  tiile-page.  The  adenoe  (dare  I 
venture  upon  so  magnificent  a  word  ?)  of  bibliography  was,  even  in  Fanner*8 
latter  time,  but  jejune,  and  of  limited  extent :  and  this  will  aooount  for  some  of 
the  common-place  bibliogpraphical  memoranda  of  the  owner  of  these  volimies. 
We  may  just  add  that  there  are  some  few  copies  of  this  catalogue  printed  on 
targe  paper,  on  paper  of  a  better  quality  than  the  small ;  which  latter  is  suffici- 
ently wretched.  I  possess  a  copy  of  the  former  kind,  with  the  prices  and 
purehateri  fumes  affixed— and  moreover,  uncut  1 

*  If  Lysander's  efforts  begin  to  relax — ^what  must  be  the  debilitated  mental 
state  of  the  poor  annotator,  who  has  accompanied  the  book-orator  thus  long  and 
thus  laboriously?  Can  Stbevsnb  receive  justice  at  my  hands— when  my  friends, 
aided  by  hot  madeira,  and  beauty's  animating  glances,  acknowledge  their 
exhausted  state  of  intellect  ?  1    However,  I  will  make  an  effort : 

'nothing  exteonate 
Nor  set  down  aught  in  malioe.' 

The  respectable  compiler  of  the  OenUemwCs  Maffontu,  voL  Ixx.  p.  178,  has 
given  us  some  amumng  particulars  of  Steevens's  literary  life :  of  his  coming  from 
Hampstead  to  London,  at  the  chill  break  of  day,  when  the  overhanging  clouds 
were  yet  charged  vrith.  the  'inky'  purple  of  night— in  order,  like  a  true  book- 
chevalier,  to  embrace  the  first  dank  impression,  or  proof  sheet,  of  his  own  famous 
octavo  edition  of  Skaispeare ;  and  of  Mr.  Bulmer's  sumptuous  impression  of  the 
text  of  the  same.  All  this  is  well  enough,  and  savoars  of  the  proper  spirit  of 
BmuoMANi^oiBM :  and  the  edition  of  our  immortal  bard,  in  fifteen  well  printed 
octavo  volumes,  (1798)  is  a  splendid  and  durable  montmient  of  the  researches  of 
George  Steevens.  There  were  from  20  to  25  copies  of  the  octavo  edition  printed 
upon  LABOS  PAPER ;  and  Lord  Spencer  possesses,  by  bequest,  Mr.  Steevens'  own 
copy  of  the  same,  illustrated  with  a  great  number  of  rare  and  precious  prints ;  to 
which,  however,  his  Lordship,  with  his  usual  zeal  and  taste,  has  made  additions 
more  valuable  even  than  the  gift  in  its  original  form.  The  8vo.  edition  of  1793 
is  covetted  with  an  eagerness  of  which  it  is  not  very  easy  to  account  for  the  cause ; 
aince  the  subsequent  one  of  1808,  in  21  octavo  volumes,  is  more  useful  on  many 
accounts :  and  contains  Steevens's  corrections  and  additions  in  every  play,  as 
wen  as  177,  in  particular,  in  that  of  Macbeth.  But  I  am  well  aware  of  the 
stubbornness  and  petulancy  with  which  the  previous  edition  is  oontended  for  in 
point  of  superiority,  both  round  a  private  and  public  table ;  and,  leaving  the 
collector  to  revel  in  the  luxury  of  an  uncut,  half-bound,  morocco  copy  of  the 
same,  I  push  onward  to  a  description  of  the  Bibliotheca  Steeventiana,  Yet  a 
parting  word  respecting  this  edition  of  1808.  I  learn,  from  unquestionable 
authority,  that  Steevens  stipulated  with  the  publishers  that  they  should  pay  Mr. 
Beed  800/.  for  editorship,  and  lOOL  to  Mr.  W.  Harris,  Librarian  of  the  Royal 
Institution,  for  oorxeoting  the  proas  :  nor  has  the  editor  in  his  pntaoe  parted  from 
the  truth,  in  acknowledging  Mr.  Harris  to  be  'an  able  and  vigilant  assistant' 
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Library  of  this  extraordinary  critic  and  collector  was 
sold  by  auction   in  the  year  1800 ;    and,  being  formed 

Mr.  H.  retained,  for  some  time,  Steerens'  corrected  copy  of  his  own  edition  of 
1793,  bat  he  afterwards  disposed  of  it,  by  public  auction,  for  28Z.  He  has  also 
at  this  present  moment,  Mr.  Joeiah  Boydell's  copy  of  Mr.  Felton's  picture  of 
our  immortal  bard ;  with  the  following  inscription,  painted  on  the  back  of  the 
pannel,  by  Mr.  Steevena : 

Jfay,  1797. 

Copied  by  Jotiah  Boydeli^  at  my 

reqituttfrom  the  remaim  of  the 

only  genuine  PprtraUqfWiUiam 

Shakepeare.    Osobok  SrsKYBifS. 

The  engrared  portrait  of  Shakspeare,  prefixed  to  this  edition  of  1808,  is  by  no 
means  a  faithful  resemblance  of  Mr.  Boydeirs  admirably  executed  copy  in  oiL 
The  expenses  of  the  edition  amounted  to  6844/. ;  bat  no  copies  now  remain  with 
the  publishers.  We  will  now  giye  rather  a  copious,  and,  as  it  must  be  acknow- 
ledged, rich,  sprinkling  of  specimens  from  the  Bibliotheea  SUevennana,  in  the 
departments  of  rare  old  poktrt  and  the  drama.  But  first  let  us  describe  the 
title  to  the  catalogue  of  the  same.  A  Catalogwe  of  the  curiova  and  valuable 
Library  (jf  Groroe  Steevens,  Xeq.,  Fellow  of  the  Royal  and  Antiquary  SocietUg 
{Lately  deceased).  Comprehending  an  extraordinary  Jine  Collection  qf  Booke,  dx,, 
sold  by  auction  by  Mr.  King,  in  King  Street,  Covent  Garden,  May,  1800.  8to. 
[1943  articles  :  amount  of  sale  2740/.  15s.] 

Old  Poetry. 
vo. 

867.  Gascoigne'tf  (Qeo.)  Workes,  or  a  Hundreth  sundrie  Flowers 
bounde  in  one  small  'Poesie,  (including)  Supposes,  com.  from 
Ariosto ;  Jocosta,  Tr.  from  Euripides,   &c.  b.  L  first  edition.  LoiuL 

impr.   by  Bynneman,  1572,  4to 1  19    0 

'  With  MS.  notes  respecting  this  copy  and  edition  by  Mr.  Steevens.' 

868.  Another  copy,  2d  edition  (with  considerable  additions) ;  among 
other,  the  Princely  Pleasures  of  Kenilworth  Castle,  the  Steele 
Glass,  the  Complainte  of  Phylomene,  b.  1.  ib.  impr,  by  Abell  Jeffet^ 

1587,  4to.,     With  MS.  refn-ences,    by  Messrs,  Bowles  and  Steevens:    4    4    0 

869.  Another  copy,  including  all  the  aforementioned,  and  a  ^ 
Delicate  Diet  for  Daintie  Mouthde  Droonkardes,  b.  L  Lottd.  j 
impr,  by  Rich.  Jhones,  1576,  8vo I 

The  Glasse  of  Gouemement,  4/o.  b.  I,  russiaf  with  MS.  references    }.    5  15    6 
The  Droome  of  Doomesday,  3  parts,  b.  L   ib.   1576,   4to.    'The    j 
above  two  volumes  are  supposed  to  comprise   the    compleatest  I 

collection  of  Gascoigne's  works  extant.' J 

876.  Googe  (Bamabe)  Eglogs,  Epytapbes,  and  Sonnettes  newly 
written,  b.  1.,  small  Svo,  jfine  copy  in  Russia,  Lond.  impr.  by  Tho. 
Colwell  for  Raffe  Newbery,  dwelynge  in  Fleet  Streete  a  little  above 
ihs  Conduit,  in  the  late  ihop  of  Tho.  Bartelet.  See  Mr.  Steevens's 
note  to  the  above ;  in  which  he  says  there  is  no  scarcer  book  in  the 
English  language,  and  that  Dr.  Farmer,  Messrs.  T.  Warton  and 
Js.  Reed,  had  never  seen  another  copy.' 10  15    0 
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4   6   0 


rather  after  the  model  of  Mason's,  than  of  Fanner's,  it 
was  rich  to  an  excess  in  choice  and  rare. pieces.    Nor  is 

NO.  £   f.    <2. 

949.  Lodge  (Tho.)  Life  and  death  of  William  Longbeaid,  tlie  most 
famous  and  witty  English  traitor,  borne  in  the  citty  of  London,  ac- 
companied with  manye  other  most  pleasant  and  prettie  Histories, 
4to.  3.  L  prifUed  by  Rick.  Yardlty  and  PeUr  Short,  1593.  [cost  Mr. 
Steevens  U,  9d,r]         .  .  .  .  .  .  .470 

995.  The  Paradyse  of  Dainty  Devises,  MS.  a  fiao-slmile  of  the  first 
edition,  in  1576,  finished  wiih  the  ffreaUst  neattieu  by  Mr,  SUevau, 

Uo,  in  ntstia.     .  .  .  .  .  .      5  15    0 

996.  The  Paradice  of  Dainty  Deyises,  devised  and  written  for  the 
most  part  by  M.  Edwardes,  sometime  of  her  Majestie's  Chappell ; 
the  rest  by  sundry  learned  Gentlemen,  both  of  Honor  and  worship. 
Lond.  printed  by  Edtcd,  A  llde,  1595,  4to.        .... 

997.  The  Paradice  of  Daintie  Devises,   b.  L   interleaved,  i5. 
prinUdfor  Edw.  White,  1600,  4to.  . 

Breton  (Nioh.)  Workes  of  a  young  Wyt,  trust  up  with  a  Far*- 
dell  of  Prettie  Fancies,  profitable  to  young  Poetes,  prejudicial 
to  no  Man,  and  pleasant  to  every  Man,  to  pass  away  Idle 
Tyme  withal,  b.  I,  4to.  interleaved  with  a  MS.  ligt  qf  the 
AiUhor's  W^rks  by  Mestrt,  Steevent,  Rit$on,  and  Park :  impr, 
at  Lond,  nigh  unto  the  Three  Crana  in  the  Vintree,  by  Tho, 
Dawion,  and  Tho,  Oardyner.  .... 

Soothem's  Odes,  4to.  b.  L  interleaved  with  copious  MS.  Notes, 
and  an  Extract  fVom  the  European  Magazine  relative  to  the 
Author :  wints  title,  no  date.  .... 

Watson  (Tho.)  Passionate  Centurie  of  Love,  4to.  b.  1.  .inter- 
leaved :  the  12  first  sonnets,  and  the  latter  ones,  from  78,  in 
MS.    Lond.  impr.  by  John  Wolfe, 

"  The  above  curious  Collection  of  Old  Poems  are  bound  to- 
gether in  russia,  with  border  of  gold,  and  may  be  deemed  with 
propriety,  Matehleu,'*  ..... 

1037.    Puttenham's  Arte  of  English  Poesie,  in  3  bookes,  with  a  wood- 
cut of  Queen  Elizabeth ;  choice  copy,  in  moroceo,  4to»  ib,  printed  hy 

Rich.  Field,  1589. 7  10    0 

1073.    Boy  (Will.)  Satire  on  Cardinal  Wolsey,  a  Poem  \h,l,m,  8vo. 

rutna,  no  date  norpUue,  .  .  .  .  .770 

1078.  Skelton  (Jo.)  Poet  Laureate  lyttle  Workes,  via.  Speake  ^ 
Parot.  The  Death  of  the  Noble  Prynce,  King  Edwarde 
the  Fourtha  A  Treatyse  of  the  Scottes.  Ware  the  Hawke, 
The  Tucnynge  of  Elynoure  Rummyng,  sm.  8vo.  b.  1. 
Impr,  at  Lond,  in  Crtde  Lane,  Jhon  Kynge,  and  Thomas 
Marshe,  no  date.  12mo.       ..... 

Hereafter  foloweth  a  lyttle  Booke,  called  Colyn  Clout,  b.  I, 
impr,  by  John  Wyght,  12mo.  .... 

Hereafter  foloweth  a  little  Booke  of  Phyllip  Sparrow,  b.  I. 
impr,  by  Robert  Tob.  12mo.  .... 

Hereafter  foloweth  a  little  Booke  which  has  to  name>.Whi 
come  ye  not  to  Courts,  (.  /.  impr.  by  John  Wyght.  12mo. 


•      21  10    6 


4    5    0 
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it  an  uninteresting  occupation  to  observe^  in  looking 
among  the  prices,  the  enormous  sums  which  were  given 
for  some  volumes  that  cost  Steevens  not  a  twentieth 
part  of  their  produce : — ^but  which,  comparatively  with 


NO.  £   $,    tL 

1079.    Skelton  (Master,   Poet  Lauieat)   Merie  Tales,    b.  L  12mo. 

Lond  impr,  Sy  Tko,  Colwdl,  no  dale,  .  •  •  •      5  15    6 

'*  See  Note,  ia  which  Mr.  Steerens  says  he  never  saw  another  oopy." 
1119.    Warren  (Will)  A  pleasant  new  Fande  of  a  Foundling's  Device 

intitled  and  cald  the  Nurcerie  of  Names,  with  wood  borden^  b.  1. 

4ta  ib.  impr.  hf  Rich.  Jkaius,  1581.  .  .  .  •      2  16    0 

1125.  Watson  (The)  Passionate  Centnrie  of  Love;  h.  L  4io.^ 
tke  title,  dedication,  and  index,  MS,  by  Mr.  Sleevem. 

"Manuscript  Poems,  transcribed  from  a  Collection  of  Andent  -         5  10    0 
English  Poetry,  in  the  possession  of  Sam.  Lysons,  Esq.,  for- 
merly belonging  to  Anne  Comwallis,  by  Mr.  Steevens.  .    j 

1126.    Passionate  Centurie  of  Love,  divided  into  two  parts, 

b.  1.  4to.  ruttia.    Lond.  impr.  hy  John  Wolfe.  .  .  •      5  18    0 

1127.  England's  Helicon,  collected  by  John  Bodenham,  with  copious 
additions,  and  an  index  in  MS.  by  Mr.  Steevens,  4to.  nuttd^'  ib, 

printed  hf  J.  R.  1600. 11  16    0 

1128.  Weblee  [Webbe]  (Will.)  Discourse   of   English   Poetrie,    to- 
gether with  the  author's  judgment,  touching  the  Reformation  of  our 

English  Verse,  ft.  L  4to.  rumo,  %b.  by  John  CharUwood,  1586.  .      8    8    0 


Thb  Drama  ;  akd  bablt  Plats  of  Shakssf9abs. 

1216.  The  Plot  of  the  Plays  of  Frederick  and  Basilea,  and  of  the 
Deade  Man's  Fortune,  tiie  original  papers  which  hung  up  by  the 
side  scenes  in  the  playhouses,  for  the  use  of  the  prompter  and  the 
acter,  earlier  than  tiie  time  of  Shakspeare .  .  .  •    11    0    0 

1218.    Anonymous,  a  pleasant  Oomedie,   called  Common   Gon-x 
ditions,  b.  I,  imperf.  4to.  in  rustia.       ...  .1 

"Of  this  Dramatick  Piece,  no  copy,    except   the   foregoing! 
mutilated   one,  has  hitherto  been  discovered :   with  a  long  r         ^  u 

note  by  Mr.  Steevens,  and  references  to  Kirkman,  Langbaine,  | 
Baker,  Reed,"  ko.         .  .  .  .  .  .J 

1221.  Bale  (John)  Tragedie,  or  Enterlude,  manifesting,  the  chiefe 
Promises  of  Ood  unto  Man,  compyled  An.  Do.  1538,  b.  L  4to.  now 
Jirtt  impr.  at  Lond,  by  John  CharUwood,  1577.  .  .  .     12  15    0 

1248.  Marlow  (Chr.)  and  Tho.  Nash,  'Tragedie  of  Dido,  Queene  of 
Carthage,  played  by  the  Chfldren  of  her  Majesties'  Chappell,  4to. 
ruttia,  Lond.  printed  by  the  Widdowe  Owin,  1594.  .    17    0    0 

1259.    Peele  (Geo.)  The  Old  Wives  Tale,  a  pleasant  conceited  Comedie 
played  by  the  Queene's  Majesties'    Players ;  4to.  in  ruttia ;  ib. 
impr.  by  John  Danter,  1595.      .  .  .  .  .    12    0    0 

"  N.B.    A  second  of  tiie  above  is  to  be  found  in  the  Royal  Library  ; 
a  third  copy  is  unknown."    Steevens'  note. 
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their  present  worth,  would  bring  considerably  higher 
prices!  What  arduous  contention,  *^ Benardine  shifts,** 
and  bold  bidding;  what  triumph  on  the  one  part,  and 

Earlt   Plats  or  Shaesfbabb. 

NO.  £   i.    d, 

1263.  The  Tragedie  of  Hamlet,  Prince  of  Denmark,  no  title,  4to. 

Loud.  1611.     With  MS,  nota,  Ae,,   by  Mr.  Steevetu.  .       « .    2    2    0 

1264.  The  Tragedy  of  Hamlet,  Prince  of  Denmaric,   4ta  fb.  printed 

by  R,   Young,  1637 070 

1265.  The  History  of  Henrie  the  Fourth,  with  the  Battell  of  Shrews- 
burie^  &o. ;  with  the  famous  conceits  of  Sir  John  Falstaffe,  part  I. 

4to.  ib.  pnnied  by  S.  S.  1599 8  10    0 

1266.  The  same  ib.  prinUd  for  Mathew  Lay,  1608,  4to.  .        .17    0 

1267.  The  same,  ib.  printed  by  W,  W.  1613.  With  MS.  notet,  dte.  by 
Mr,Sleeven$. 120 

1268.  Thesame,ib.  i)niUe<2&y  i^Toreon,  1632 0  10    0 

1259.    The  2d  part  of  Henry  the  Fourth,  oontinning  to  his  Death,  and 

Coronation  of  Henrie  the  Fift,  with  the  Humonn  of  Sir  John 
Falstaffe  and  Swaggering  PistoU,  as  acted  by  the  Lord  Chamber- 
layne  Mb  Servants.    Fird  Edit,  ito,  ib.  printed  by  V.  S.  1600.        .    8  13    0 

1270.  The  same,  ib.  4to.;»nj»(ee{6y  Ka/.  <SKmme«,  1600.        .        .        .    2  15    0 

1271.  The  Chronicle  History  of  Henry  the  Fift,  with  his  Battell 
fought  at  Aginoourt  in  France,  together  with  Auntient  Piatoll,  as 
playd  by  the  Lord  Chamberlayne  his  servants.      Fini  Edit.  4to. 

inlaid  on  large  paper,  ih,  printed  by  Thdmat  Creede,  1600.        .        .  27    6    0 

1272.  The  Chronicle  History  of  Henry  the  Fift,  ftc.  4to.    Land.  1608.    1    1    0 

1273.  The  true  Tragedie  of  Richarde,  Duke  of  Yorke,  and  the  Death 
of  good  King  Henrie  the  Sizt,  as  acted  by  the  Earle  of  Pembroke 

his  Servants,  4to.  inlaid  on  large  paper,  ib.  printed  by  W.   W.  1600.    1  16    0 
1274    The  whole  contention  betweene  the  two  famous  Houses,  Lan- 
caster and  Toike,  with  the  Tragicall  Ends  of  the  good    Duke 
Humphrey,  Richard,  Duke   of  Yorke,  and  King  Henrie  the  Sixt^ 
divided  iiUo  2  parte,  4to.  ih,  no  date,       . 15    0 

1275.  The  first  and  second  part  of  the  troublesome  Baigne  of  John, 
King  of  England,  with  the  disooverie  of  Eling  Richard  Cordelion's 
Base  Sonne  (vulgarly  named  the  Bastard  Fauconbridge)  also  the 
Death  of  King  John  at  Swinstead  Abbey,  as  acted  by  her  Majes- 
ties Players,  4to.  Lond,  impr.  by  VaL  Simtnet,  1611.  .        .    1  18    0 

1276.  The  first  and  second  part  of  the  troublesome  Raigne  of  John, 

King  of  England,  &c.,  ib.  printed  by  Avg.  Matthswe,  1622.  .110 

1277.  The  True  Chronicle  History  of  the  Life  and  Death  of  King 
Lear,  and  Ids  three  Daughters,  with  the  unfortunate  Life  of  Edgar, 
Sonne  and  Heire  to  the  Earl  of  Glocester,  and  his  sullen  and 
assumed  Humour  of  Tom  of  Bedlam,  by  his  Hajestie's  servants. 

Fird  EdiL  4to.  ib.  1608 28    0    0 

1578.    Another  Edition,  differing  in  the  title-page  and  sigDatiire  of  the 

first  leaf .  4to.  i&.  1608. 220 
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vexation  on  the  other,  were  exhibited  at  the  book-sale  t 
— while  the  auctioneer,  like  Jove  looking  calmly  down 
upon  the  storm  which  he  himself  had  raised,  kept  his 
even  temper ;  and  ^^  ever  and  anon ''  dealt  out  a  gracious 

Eablt  Plats  or  Shakspbabs. 

NO.  £,    i.    d, 

1279.  The  most  excellent  HlBiorie  of  the  Merchant  of  Venice,  with 
the  extreme  crueltie  of  Shylocke  the  Jew  towards  the  aayd  Mer- 
chant, in  cutting  a  just  pound  of  his  flesh :  and  the  obtayning  of 
Portia  by  his  choyoe  of  three  chests,  as  acted  by  the  Lord  Cham- 
berlaine  his  serrAnts,  First  Edit,  inlaid  on  large  paper,  iid,  at  Loi^ 

doth  printed  by  John  RoberU,  1600 2    0    0 

1280.  The  excellent  History  of  the  Merchant  of  Venice,  with  the 
extreme  crueltie  of  Shylocke  the  Jew ;  Firtt  Edit,  Uo,  inlaid  on 

large  paper,  prijtted  by  John  Roberts,  1600.        .        •        •        •        .220 

1281.  A  most  pleasant  and  excellent  conceited  Comedie  of  Syr  John 
Falstaffe  and  the  Merrie  Wives  of  Windsor,  as  acted  by  the  Lord 
Cliamberlaine's  Servants.    Firsts  Edit,  Uo,    Lond,  prinled  by  T,  C 

1602. 2800 

1282.  A  most  pleasant  and  excellent  conceited  Comedy  of  Sir  John 
Falstaffe  and  •the  Merry  Wives  of  Windsor,  with  the  swaggering 

vaine  of  Antient  PistoU  and  Corporal  Nym,  ito,  inlaid,  Lond,  1619.    14    0 

1283.  The  Merry  Wives  of  Windsor,  with  the  Humours  of  Sir  John 
Fallstaffe,  also  the  swaggering  Vaine  of  Ancient  PistoU  and  Cor- 
poral Nym,  4to.  Lond,  printed  by  T.  H,  1630        .        .        .        .     0  10    0 

1284.  A  Midsommer  Night's  Dreame,  as  acted  by  the  Lord  Cham- 
berlaine's  Servantes,   First  Edit,  impr,  at  Lond,  for  Thos.  Fisktr, 

4to.  1600,  part  of  one  leaf  wanting 25  10    0 

1285.  Another  copy.  First  Edit,  inlaid,  %b,  1600 1  16    0 

1286.  Much  adoe  about  Nothing,  as  acted  by  the  Lord  Chamberlalne 

his  Servants,  First  Edit,  4to.  ib.  printed  by  Vol.  Simmes,  1600.         .    25  10    U 
1267.    The  Tragedy  of  Othello  the  Moore  of  Venice,  as  acted  at  the 
Globe  and  at  the  Black  Friers,  by  his  Majesties  Servants,  4to« 
Lond.  printed  by  N,  0,   1622,  with  MS,  notes  and  various  readinffs 
by  Mr.  Steevens, 2980 

1288.  The  Tragedy  of  Othello  the  Moore  of  Venice,  as  acted  at  the  . 

Globe  and  at  the  Black  Friers,  4to.   Lond,  printed  by  A,  M,  1630.     0  13    0 

1289.  Tragedie  of  Othello  ;  ith  Edit.  4to.  ib.  1665.  .        .        .040 

1290.  The  Tragedie  of  King  Richard  the  Second,  as  acted  by  the  Lord 
Chamberlaine  his  Servants,  4to.  Lond.  printed  by  Vol.  Simmes,  1598.     4  14    0 

1291.  Tragedie  of  King  Richard  the  Second,  as  acted  by  the  Lord 
Chamberlaine  his  Servants,  4to.  printed  by  W,    W,  1608.        .        .  10    0    0 

1292.  The  Tragedie  of  King  Richard  the  Second,  with  new  Additions 
of  the  Parliament  Scene,  and  the  deposing  of  King  Richard,  as 
acted  by  his  Majestie's  Servants  at  the  Globe,  4to.  Lond,  1615,  with 

MS,  notes,  dtre*  by  Mr.  Steevens, «        .     1  12    0 
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smfle  amidst  all  the  turbulence   that  surrounded  him! 
Memorable  aera ! — the    veteran    collector    grows    young 

Eabat  Plats  of  Shakspeare. 

HO.  £    t.    d. 

1293.  The  Life  and  Death  of  King  Richard  the  Second,  with  new  Ad- 
ditions of  the  Parliament  Scene,  and  the  deposing  of  King  tiichard, 
as  acted  at  the  Globe  by  his  Majesties  Servants,  4to.  Land.  1634    .050 

ISM.  The  Tragedie  of  King  Richard  the  Third,  as  acted  by  the  Lord 
Chamberlain  his  Servants,  4to.  Lend,  printed  by  Tho,  Creede.  1602. 
Dtfeetipe  at  the  end, 0  10    0 

12d5.  The  Tragedie  of  King  Richard  the  Tliir«l,  containing  his  trniacho' 
rous  Plots  against  his  Brother  Clarence,  the  pitiful  murther  of  his 
limocent  Nephews,  his  tiranuical  usurpation,  with  the  whole  course 
of  his  detested  Life,  and  most  deserved  Death,  as  acted  by  his 
Ui^esties  Servants,  4to.  Land,  printed  by  Tho,  Creede,  1612,  with 
notcM  and  various  readinfft  by  Mr,  Steevens,  .  .  .15    0 

1296.  The  same,  4to.  tb,  1629 .070 

1297.  Tragedie  of  King  Richard  tho  Third,  as  acted  by  the  King's 
MajestioB  Servants,  4to.  ib.  1634.  .  .060 

1S98.  liie  most  excellent  and  lamentable   Tragedie  of   Romeo   and 

Juliet,  4to.    A  fragment,  Lond.  1599.  .  .  .056 

1399.  The  same,  compleat,  inlaid  on  lai^o  paper,  4to.  ib,,  impr,  by 

Tho.  Creede,  1599.     [Second  Edition,]  .  .  .  .600 

1800.  The  same,    4to.   Lond.  1609,  with  MS,   notes  and  readings   by 

Mr.  Steevens,  .  .  .220 

180L  The  same,  4to.  ib.  printed  by  R,    Young,  1637.  .  .090 

1802L  A  pleasant  conceited  Historic,  [called  the  Taming  of  the  Shrew, 
M  acted  by  the  Earle  of  Pembroke's  Servants.  First  Edit,  4to. 
isdaid  on  large  paper,  ib.,  printed  by  V,  S,  1607.  .  .  20    0    0 

1303.  A  wittie  and  pleasant  Comodio^  called  the  Taming  of  a  Shrew, 
M  acted  by  his  Majesties  Servants,  at  the  Blacke  Friers  and  the 
Globe,  4to,  ib.,  printed  by  W.  S.  1631 0  11    0 

1804  The  most  lamentable  Tragedie  of  Titus  Andronicus,  as  plaide  by 
the  King's  Majesties  Servants,  4to.  inlaid,  ib,,  printed  for  Edward 
White,  1611.  .  .  .  .  .    2  12    6 

1305.  The  History  of  Troylus  and  Cresseido,  as  acted  by  the  King's 
Majesties  Servants  at  the  Globe.    First,  Edit,  4to,  ib,,  imp,  by 

G,  Aide,  1609. 5  10    q 

1806L  The  lamentable  Tragedie  of  Locrlne,  the  eldest  sonne  of  King 
Bmtos,  discoursing  the  Warres  of  the  Brittaines  and  Hunnes,  with 
ther  discomfiture,  4to.   ib.,  printed  by  Thomas  Ci'eede,  1595.  .350 

1307.  The  London  Prodigall,  as  plaide  by  the  King's  Majesties  Ser- 
vants, 4to.  ib,,  printed  by  T.  C,  1705.  .  .19    0 

1306.  The  late  and  much  admired  Play  called  Pericles,  Prince  of  Tyre, 
with  the  true  relation  of  the  whole  Historie  and  Fortunes  of  the 
said  Prince,  as  also  the  no  losso  strange  and  worthy  accidents  in  the 
Birtii  and  *ie  of  his  Daughter  Marianna,  acted  by  his  Majesties 
ServantB  at   tie  Globe  on  the  Banck-sido,  4to.  ib.,  1609.  .12    0 

2   F 
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again  in  thinking  upon  the  valour  he  then  exhibited  ;  and 
the  juvenile  collector  talks  *^  braggartly"  of  other  times 

Flats  of  Shakspbara 

HO.  £.   «.    dL 

1809.  Another  edition.  4t;o.»5. 1619 0  16    0 

1810.  The  first  part  of  the  trae  and  honourable  History  of  the  Life  of 
Sir  John  Old-castle,  the  good  liord  Cobham,  as  acted  by  the  Earle 

of  Nottingham  his  servants,  4to.  Lond,  1600.  .  .  .    0  10    0 

1811.  A  Yorkshire  Tragedy,  not  so  new,  as  lamentable  and  true,  4to. 

Lond.  1619.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .090 

1312.  (Twenty  Plays)  published  by  Mr.  Steevens,  6  vols,  large  paper^ 

ib,f  1766.    Only  12  copia   taken  qffon  large  paper  .  .    5  15    0 

Editioicb  of  Shaksfbabb'8  Works. 

1818.    Comedies,  Histories,  and  Tragedies,  published  according  to  the 

true  originall  copies,  by  John  Heminge  and  Hen.  Condell,  fol, 

rutfia,    Lond,  printed  by  Isaac  Juggard  and  Edwd,  Blouni,  1628 ; 

leiih  a  MS,  tUle,  and  a  fac-nmile  drawing  of  the  portrait  by  Mr, 

Steevens.  .  ,  .  .  .  22    0    0 

1814.  The  same :  2d  edit,  folio,  fine  copy  morocco,  gilt  leares,  ib. 
1682.    In  this  book  it  the  hand  writing  of  King  Charles  I.  by  whom 

it  was  presented  to  Sir  Tho.  Herbert,  Master  of  the  Revels,  .  18  18    0 

1815.  The  same :  8d  edit,  with  the  7  additional  Plays,  fol.,  neat  and 

scarce,  ib.  1664.    See  Note  by  Mr,  SUevens,  .  .  .880 

1316.  The  same :    4th  edit.    1685,    folio.  .  .  .  .    2  12    0 

1826.  Hammer's  (Sir  Tho.)  edition;  9  vols.  18mo.  ZoMct  174a  .    1  18 

1827.  The  same :  with  cuts,  6  vols.  4to.  elegantly  bound  in  hog-skin^ 

1828.  Pope  and  Warburton,  8  vols.   8vo.   Lond  1747.  .  .10    0 
1829. 8  vols.  12mo,  vrfth  Sir  Thos.  Hanmer's  Gloeaaiy. 

Dub.  1747.  .  .  .  .  .  .    0  15    0 

1880.  Capell,  (Edw.)  10  vols.  8vo.   Lond.  prinJted  by  Dryden  Leach, 

1768 2    6    0 

1881.  Johnson,  (Sam.)  8  vols.  8vo.    Lond,  (1765.  .  .  .    1  19    0 

1882.  and  Geo.  Steevens,  10  vols.  8vo.  ib,  1773.  .  .    2  14    0 

1888.  in    single  Plays,  81    vols,   boards,  ib,  .    1  11    0 

1884.  Johnson  and  Steevens  :  10  vols.  2d.  edit,  with  Malone's  Suppl»- 

ment»  2  vols.,  and  the  plates  from  Bell's  edition,  ib.  1778.  .    4  16    0 

1885.  10  vols.  8d  edit.  ib.  1785. 

1336.  4th  edit,  with  a  glossarial  Index,  15  vols. 

1387.  Malone,  (Edm.)  11  voL  8vo.  ib.  1790. 

1338.  Another  copy,  11  vols.  8vo.  ib. 

1339.  Ran  (Joe.)  6  vols.  8vo.  Orf.  1786. 

1340.  with  Ayscough's  Index,  2  vols.  8vo.  ru88i%  marbled 

leaves,  published  by  Stockdale,  ib.   1784-90. 

1841.  Ecdes,  2  vols.  8vo.  ib.  1794. 

1842.  From  the  Text  of  Mr.  Malone's  edit,  by  Nichols,  7  vols.  12mo. 

Lond.  1790.  0  18    0 

1343.  From  the  Text  of  Mr.  Steevens,  last  edit.  8  vols.  12mo.  ib.  1797.    10    0 


.860 
8vo.  ib.  1793.  6  16  6 
.480 
.  4  18  0 
.    1  11    6 


0  15    6 

1  11    0 
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:h  he  calls  the  golden  days  of  the  bibliomania — 
he  reflects  upon  his  lusty  efforts  in  securing  an 
lor  Sieevensiamim! 


Bditionb  of  Bhakbpearv's  Works. 

£    i,  d. 

9  volfl.  12mo.  ib.  179a 18    0 

9  vols.  12mo.  Birm.  by  R.  Martin.  .  .  .110 

9  vols.  Bell's  edit,  no  plAtes.    Lond.  1774.  .  .      0  18    0 

20  vols.  18mo.  with  annotations,  Bell's  edit,  fine  paper, 

plates,  beautifal  impressions,  ib.  1788.  .  .  .      8  18    6 

20  vols.  12mo.  Bell's  edition ;  large  paper,  finest  pos- 

impressions  of  the  plates,  superbly  bound  in  green  turkey, 

le  bands,  gilt  leaves,  ib.  .  .  .  .        .  .    17  17    0 

M  Dramatic  Works  of;  Text  oorrected  by  Geo.  Bteevens, 
;  published  by  Boydell  and  Niohol,  in  large  4to.,  15  no>.  with 
irge  and  small  plates ;  first  and  finest  impressions^  1791,  &c. 
.    Three  more  numbers  complete  the  work.     .  .  .    86    4    6 

arding,  n*.  81,  1.  p.  containing  6  prints,  with  a  portrait  of 
i  Theobald,  as  published  by  Bichardson,  and  some  aooount  of 
by  Mr.  Bteevens.  .  .  .  .046 

tto,  ditto 0    4    6 

aduit  de  TAnglois,  2  toms.  Fkir.  1776.  .  .  .060 

German,  13  vols.  12mo.    Zurich,  1775.  .  .  .      0  16    0 

ing  Lear,  Macbeth,  Hamlet,  Othello,  and  Julius  Csesar,  by 

bgs,  Lond.  1770 0  11    0 

Bcbeth,  with  Notes  by  Harry  Bowe,  12mo.  York,  l797.  .      0    16 

8vo.  2d.  edit.  ib.  1799 0    5    0 

itony  and  Cleopatra,  by  £dw.  Capell ;  8vo.  Lond.  1758.        .      0    10 
le  Virgin  Queen ;  a  Drama,   attempted  as  a  Sequel  to  ^^ 
ipeare's  Tempest,  by  G.  F.  Waldron,  8vo.  1797.         .        I 

Annotations  on  As  You  like  it,  by  Johnson  and  T       0    10 

'ens.  Bell's  edit.  .  .  .  ,      J 

Another  copy 

Akspeare's  Bonnets,  never  before  imprinted,  4ta  at  Lond.  by 

d,  1609. 3  10    0 

Poems,  8vo.  ib.  1640.         .  .  .  .  .046 

Venis  and  Adonis,  8vo.  ib.  1602.  .  .      1  11    6 

rmer  (Tho.)  Short  View  of  Tragedy,   with  Reflection   on 

ipeare,  &c.  8vo.  b.  1698.  .  .  .  .  .016 

akspeare  restored,  by  Lewis  Theobald,  4to.  ib.  1726:  .046 

bailey's  (Peter)  on  the  Learning  of;  ib.  1748.  Remarks 
late  edition  of  Shakspeare,  by  Zach.  Grey,  ib.  1755,  and  other 

iB.  .  .  .  .  .  'vOO 

orris  (Corbyn)  Essay  towards  fixing  the  true  Standard  of  Wit, 

our,  Ac.  8vo.  ib.  1744.  .  .  .  .  .080 

itioJ  Observations  on,  by  John  Upton  ;  8vo.  2d  edit  Loud. 

.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Ulw 

2  F  2 
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LoRBN.    You  have  seen  a  few  similar  copies  in  the 
library  ;  which  I  obtained  after  a  strenuous  effort.     There 


Editions  or  Shakspeabb's  WotfKS. 

HO.  £    s.  d. 

1367.    niustrated,  by  Charlotte  Lenuox ;  3  Yola.  12mo.  ib.  1754.      0    9    0 

1368.  Notes  on  Sbiikspeare,  by  Zacbaiy  Grey;  2toI8.  8vo.  ib.  1734.      0    3    0 

1369.  Beauties  of  Shakspeare,  by  William  Dodd,  2  toIs.  12mo.  ib. 

1757*    .  ..  .  .086 

1370.  Beauties  of  Shakspeare,  by  Wm.Dodd;  3  vols.  12mo.ib.  1780.      0    6    0 

1371.    (Revival  of)  Text,  by  Heath,  8vo.  ib.  1766  .  .010 

1372.  Observations  and  Conjectures  on  some  {Musages  of,  by  Tho. 
Trywhit ;  8vo.  Oxford,  1766.  .  .  .  .  .060 

1373.  Farmer  (Rich))  on  the  Learning  of;  8vo.   morocco.    Camb. 

1767.     Only  12  copies  on  this  paper.  .  .  .  .      0  16    0 

1374.    London.   8vo.  1789,  with  Mr.  OapelFs  Shakspeariana, 

8vo,  only  20  copies  printed,  1779.  .  .  .  .016 

1375.  Malone  (£dm.)  Letter  on,  to  Dr.  Farmer ;  8vo.  ib.  1792  .046 

1376.  Letter  to  David  Garrick  (on  a  Glossary  to)  by  Rich.  Warner, 

8vo.  ib.  1768. .026 

There  were  oopied  of  the  Catalogue  of  Steeven's  books  struck  off 
on  LABOB  PAPER,  on  bastard  royal  octavo,  and  in  quarto. 

It  remains  to  say  a  few  words  of  the  celebrated  coUector  of  this  very  curious 
library.  The  wit,  taste,  and  classical  acquirements  of  Geoboe  Steevsns  are 
every  where  record^  and  acknowledged.  As  an  editor  of  his  beloved  Shak- 
speare,  he  stands  unrivalled ;  for  he  combined,  with  much  recondite  learning 
and  indefatigable  research,  a  polish  of  style,  and  vigour  of  expression,  which 
are  rarely  found  united  in  the  same  person.  His  definitions  are  sometimee  both 
happy  and  singular ;  and  his  illustrations  of  ancient  customs  and  manners  aiuoh 
as  might  have  been  expected  from  a  head  so  completely  furnished,  and  a  hand 
80  thoroughly  practised.  I  will  not  say  that  George  Steevens  has  evinced  the 
■learning  of  Selden  upon  Drayton,  or  of  Bentley  upon  Phalaris ;  nor  did  his 
erudition,  in  truth,  rise  to  the  lofty  and  commanding  pitch  of  these  his  pre* 
decessors  :  nor  does  there  seem  much  sense  or  wit  in  hunting  after  every  ptneil' 
scrap  which  this  renowned  bibliomaniac  committed  to  paper — ^as  some  sadly 
bitten  book-collectors  give  evidence  of.  If  I  have  not  greatly  misunderstood 
the  characteristics  of  Steevens's  writings,  they  are  these — wit,  elegance,  gaiety, 
and  satire,  combined  with  almost  perfect  erudition  in  English  dramatic  antiquities. 
Let  us  give  a  specimen  of  his  classical  elegance  in  dignifying  a  subject,  which 
will  1)0  relished  chiefly  by  Gbangeritbs.  Having  learnt  that  a  copy  of  Skel- 
ton's  Verses  on  Elinour  Rummin,  the  famous  Ale-wife  of  England,  with  her 
portrait  in  the  title-page,  was  in  the  Library  of  the  Cathedral  of  Lincoln  (per- 
haps, formerly.  Captain  Coxe's  copy ;  vide  p.  266,  ante),  he  prevailed  on  tho 
late  Dean,  Sir  Richard  Kaye,  to  bring  the  book  to  London  ;  but  as  it  was  not 
suffered  to  go  from  the  Dean's  possession,  Mr.  S.  was  permitted  to  make  a 
fa/C'simile  drawing  of  the  title,  at  the  Dean's  house  in  Harley-street.  This 
drawing  he  gave  to  RichardBon,  the  printseller,  who  engraved  and  published  it 
among  the  copies  of  scarce  portraits  to  illustrate  Granger.    The  acquisition  of 
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was  certainly  a  very  great  degree  of  Book-Madness  ex- 
hibited at  the  sale  of  Steevens's  library — and    yet  I   re- 


tlili  nrity  produced  from  him  the  following  JtM.  cC Esprit ;  the  merit  of  which 
can  oolj  be  truly  appreciated  by  those  who  had  the  pleasure  of  knowing  the 
ondDent  Pobtbait  Oolliotobs  therein  mentioned,  and  whose  names  are*piinted 
in  oapital  letters. 

Elbonora  Rediviva. 

To  seek  this  Nymph  among  the  glorious  dead, 
IVd  with  his  search  on  earth,  is  Gulston  fled  :— 
Still  for  these  charms  enamoured  Musoravb  sighs ; 
To  clasp  these  beauties  ardent  Bindley  dies : 
For  these  (whfle  yet  unstaged  to  public  view,) 
Impatient  BraKd  o'er  half  the  kingdom  flew ; 
These,  while  their  bright  ideas  round  him  play. 
From  Classic  Wkston  force  the  Roman  lay  : 
Oft  too,  my  Storbr,  Heayen  has  heard  thee  swear. 
Not  Gallia's  murdered  Queen  was  half  so  fair : 
"A  new  Europa  1"  cries  the  exulting  Bull, 
"  My  Granger  now,  I  thank  the  gods,  is  full  :**— 
Eren  CRACfHBBODE's  self,  whom  passions  rarely  move. 
At  this  soft  shrine  has  deign'd  to  whisper  love. — 
Haste  then,  ye  swains,  who  RuiOfiNa's  form  adore. 
Possess  your  Eleanour,  and  sigh  no  more. 


It  mmt  be  admitted  that  this  is  at  onco  elegant  and  happy. 

We  will  now  say  somewhat  of  the  man  himself.    Mr.  Steevens  Ured  in  a 

and  eligibly  situated  house,  just  on  the  rise  of  Hampstead  Heath.    It 

paled  in ;  and  had,  immediately  before  it,  a  verdant  lawn  skirted  vrith  a 

'^'uiety  of  picturesque  trees.    Formerly,  this  house  has  been  a  tavern,  which  was 

by  the  name  of  the  Upper  FUuk  :  and  which  my  fair  readers  (if  a  single 

le  can  have  the  courage  to  peruse  these  bibliomaniacal  pages)  will  recollect 

"^o  have  been  the  same  to  which  Richardson  sends  Clarissa  in  one  of  her  escapes 

Cpom  Lovelace.    Here  Steevens  lived,  embosomed  in  books,  shrubs,  and  trees  : 

Veing  either  too  coy,  or  too  unsociable,  to  mingle  with  bis  neighbours.      His 

liabits  were  indeed  peculiar :  not  much  to  be  envied  or  imitated  ;  as  they  some- 

"tiiiMS  betrayed  the  flights  of  a  madman,  and  sometimes  the  asperities  of  a  oynic. 

His  attachments  were  warm,  but  fickle  both  in  choice  and  duration.    He  would 

frequently  part  from  one,  with  whom  he  had  lived  on  terms  of  close  intimacy, 

without  any  assignable  cause;   and  his  enmities,  once  fixed,  were  immovable. 

There  was,  indeed,  a  kind  of  venom  in  his  antipathies ;  nor  would  he  suffer  bis 

ean  to  be  assailed,  or  his  heat  to  relent,  in  favour  of  those  against  whom  be 

entertained  animosities,  however  capriciooa  and  unfounded.     In  ofu  pursuit  only 

was  he  consistent :  one  object  only  did  he  woo  with  an  inflexible  attachment ; 

and  that  object  was  Dame  Drama. 
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member  to  have  witnessed  stronger  symptoms  of  the 
Bibliomania ! 

I  bare  sat  behind  him,  within  a  few  yean  of  his  death,  and  watched  hii 
sedulous  attention  to  the  performanoes  uf  strolling  playen,  who  need  to 
hire  a  publie  room  in  Hampstead  ;  and  towards  whom  his  gallantly  was 
something  more  substantial  than  mere  admiration  and  applause:  for  he 
would  make  liberal  presents  of  gloree,  shoes,  and  stockingB — espeoiallj  to 
the  female  part  of  the  company.  His  attention,  and  even  delight,  during 
some  of  the  most  wretched  exhibitions  of  the  dramatic  art,  was  truly  war- 
prising;  but  he  was  then  drooping  under  the  pressiue  of  age,  and  what 
passed  before  him  might  serre  to  remind  him  of  former  di^,  when  his  dis* 
oemment  was  quick  and  his  judgment  matured.  It  is,  however,  but  jus- 
tice to  this  distinguished  bibliomaniac  to  add  that,  in  his  literary  attach- 
ments he  was  not  influenoed  by  merely  splendid  talents  or  exalted  rank. 
To  my  predecessor  Hsbbbbt  (for  whose  memory  I  may  be  allowed,  at  aD 
times,  to  express  a  respectful  regard)  Steevens  seems  to  have  shewn  marked 
attention.  I  am  in  possession  of  more  than  a  dosen  original  letters  from 
him  to  this  typograpbical  antiquary,  in  which  he  not  only  evinces  great 
friendliness  of  di^>o8ition,  but  betrays  an  unusual  solicitude  about  the  soo- 
cess  of  Herbert's  labours;  and,  indeed,  contributes  towards  it  by  neariy  a 
hundred  notices  of  rare  and  curious  books  which  were  unknown  to,  or  im- 
perfectly described  by,  Herbert  himself.  At  the  close  of  a  long  letter,  in 
which,  amongst  much  valuable  information,  there  is  a  carious  list  of  ChubgH' 
yard's  Piec»— which  Steevens  uiges  Herbert  to  publish— be  thus  con- 
dudes: 

"  Dbab  Sib, 

"  I  know  not  where  the  foregoing  lists  of  Churdhyard^s 
Pieces  can  appear  with  more  propriety  than  in  a  work  like  yours ;  and  I  there- 
fore venture  to  recommend  them  as  worth  republication.  If  yos  publish, 
from  time  to  time,  additions  to  your  book,  you  may  have  frequent  oppor- 
tunity of  doing  similar  service  to  old  English  literature,  by  assembling  cata- 
logues of  the  works  of  scarce,  and  therefore  almost  foigotten,  authors.  By 
occasional  effusions  of  this  kind  you  will  afford  much  gratification  to  literary 
antiquaries,  and  preserve  a  constant  source  of  amusement  to  yourself :  for 
in  my  opinion,  no  man  is  so  unhappy  as  he  who  is  at  a  loss  for  something 
to  do.  Your  present  task  grows  towards  an  end,  and  I  therefore  throw  out 
this  hint  for  your  consideration."    {JtUy  27, 1789.) 

A  little  further  he  adds :  "  In  your  vol  ii.  p.  1920,  you  have  but  an  im- 
perfect account  of  Ttro's  ^Roaring  Mtggiy  &c.  I  shall  therefore  supply  it 
underneath,  as  the  book  now  lies  before  me.  I  have  only  room  left  to  tdl  yon 
I  am  always  your  very  faithfully,  G.  Stbevens."  But  the  biblioi 
spirit  of  the  author  of  this  letter,  is  attested  by  yet  stronger  evidoios : 

UcmpsUad  Heath,  August  42th,  1780. 
"Sm, 

"  I  have  borrowed  the  following  books  for  your 
Dr.  Farmer's  copy  or  Ames,  with  MS.  notes  by  himself,  and  an  interleaved 
Maunsell's  Catalogue,  with  yet  more  considerable  additions  by  Baker  the  anti- 
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Lis.    Can  it  be  possible  ?    Does  this  madness 

'  Grow  with  our  growth,  and  strengthen  with  our  stiength  Y 
Will  not  such  volcanic  fury  bum  out  in  time  ? 


qtuury.  The  latter  I  have  promised  to  retom  at  the  end  of  this  month,  as  it 
belongs  to  our  University  Libraiy.  I  should  not  ohoose  to  transmit  either  of 
these  Yolumes  by  any  uncertain  conYeyance ;  and  therefore  shall  be  glad  if  you 
will  let  me  know  how  they  may  be  safely  put  into  your  hands.  If  you  can  fix  a 
time  when  you  shall  be  in  London,  my  servant  shall  wait  on  you  with  them; 
but  I  must  entreat  that  our  library  book  may  be  detained  as  short  a  time  as 
possible.    I  flatter  myself  that  it  will  prove  of  some  service  to  yon,  and  am, 

"  Tour  very  humble  Servant, 

G.  STSBV1EN8.'' 

The  following  was  Herbert's  reply. 

"  ChakwU,  August  aOth,  1780. 

"Bm, 

"As  it  must  give  you  great  satisfsction  to  know  that 

the  books  were  received  safe  by  me  last  night,  it  affords  me  equal  pleasure  to 

send  you  the  earliest  assurance  of  it.    I  thank  you  sincerely  for  the  liberty  you 

have  allowed  me  of  keeping  them  till  I  come  to  London,  on  Monday,  the  4th  of 

September ;  when  I  shall  bring  them  with  me,  and  hope  to  return  them  safe  at 

Mr.  Longman's,  between  10  and  11  o'clock  ;  where,  if  it  may  be  convenient  to 

you,  I  shall  be  very  hi^py  to  meet  you,  and  personally  to  thank  you  for  the 

kind  assistance  you  have  afforded  me.    If  that  may  not  suit  you,  I  wiU  gladly  wait 

on  you  where  you  shall  appoint  by  a  line  left  there  for  me;  and  shall  ever 

esteem  myself, 

"Your  most  obliged  humble  Servant, 

W.  HSRBBRT." 

The  following,  and  the  last,  epistolary  specimen  of  the  renowned  O.  Steevens — 
vdth  which  I  shall  treat  my  reader— is  of  a  general  gossipping  black-letter  oast ; 
and  was  written  two  years  before  the  preceding. 

EamptUad  Eeatk,  June  26th,  1788. 
"DeabSib, 

"  A  desire  to  know  how  you  do,  and  why  so  long  a 

time  has  elapsed  since  you  were  seen  in  London,  together  with  a  few  queries  which 
necessity  compels  me  to  trouble  you  with,  must  be  my  apology  for  this  invasion 
of  your  retirement.  Can  you  furnish  me  with  a  transcript  of  the  title-page  to 
Watson's  Sonnets  or  Love  Passions,  4to.  bl.  I  ?  As  they  are  not  mentioned  by 
Puttenham,  in  1589,  they  must,  I  think,  have  appeared  after  that  year.  Can 
you  likewise  afford  me  any  account  of  a  Collection  of  Poems,  bl  L,  4to.  by  one 
John  Southern?  They  are  addressed  "to  the  ryg^t  honourable  the  Earle  of 
Oxenforde;"  the  famous  Vere,  who  was  so  much  a  favourite  with  Queen 
Elizabeth.  This  book,  which  contains  only  four  sheets,  consists  of  Odes,  Epi- 
taphs, Sonnets  to  Diana,  &o.    I  bought  both  these  books,  which  seem  to  be 
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Phil.  You  prevent  Lysander  fipom  resuming,  by  tbe 
number  and  rapidity  of  your  interrogatories.  Revert  to 
your  first  question. 

Lis.  Truly,  I  forget  it.  But  proceed  with  your  his- 
tory, Lysander ;  and  pardon  my  abruptness. 

Lysand.  Upon  condition  that  you  promise  not  to 
interrupt  me  again  this  evening  ? 

Lis.    I  pledge  my  word.    Proceed. 

Lysand.    Having  dispatched  our  account  of  the  sale  of 
the  last-mentioned  distinguished   book-collector,  I   pro- 
ceed with  my  historical  survey :   tho',  indeed,  it  is  high 

nnoommoDly  rare,  at  the  late  sale  of  Major  Pearson's  Library.  They  are  defeo- 
tive  in  their  title-pages,  and  without  your  audstance  must,  in  all  probability,  oon- 
tinne  imperfect.  Give  me  leave  to  add  my  sincere  hope  that  your  long  absence 
from  London  has  not  been  the  result  of  indisposition,  and  that  you  wUl  f oxgire 
this  interruption  in  your  studies,  from 

"  Your  very  faithful  and  obedient  Servant, 

Qbo.  Stbeyehb." 

"  P.  S.  I  hop&your  third  volume'is  in  the  press,  as  it  is  very  much  enquired  after." 

It  is  now  time  to  bid  farewell  to  the  subject  of  this  tremendous  note ;  and  most 
sincerely  do  I  wish  I  could  'draw  the  curtain'  upon  it,  and  say  'good  night,' 
with  as  much  cheerfulness  and  satisfaction  at  Atterbury  did  upon  the  close  of  hui 
professional  labours.  But  the  latter  moments  of  Steevens  were  moments  of 
mental  anguish.  He  grew  not  only  irritable,  but  outrageous  ;  and,  in  full  pos- 
session of  his  faculties,  he  raved  in  ^  manner  which  could  have  been  expected 
only  from  a  creature  bred  up  without  notions  of  morality  or  religion.  Neither 
complacency  nor  '  joyful  hope'  soothed  his  bed  of  death.  His  language  was,  too 
frequently,  the  language  of  imprecation  ;  and  his  wishes  and  apprehensions  such 
as  no  rational  Christian  can  think  upon  without  agony  of  heart.  Although  I  am. 
not  disposed  to  admit  the  whole  of  the  testimony  of  the  good  woman  who  watched 
by  his  bed-side,  and  paid  him,  when  dead,  the  last  melancholy  attentions  of  her 
office — although  my  prejudice  (as  they  may  be  called)  will  not  allow  me  to  be- 
lieve that  the  windows  shook,  and  that  strange  noises  and  deep  groans  were  heard 
at  midnight  in  his  room — yet  no  creature  of  common  sense  (and  this  woman 
possessed  the  quality  in  an  eminent  degree)  could  mistake  oaths  for  prayers,  or 
boisterous  treatment  for  calm  and  gentle  usage.    If  it  be  said — why 

"draw  hii  flraUties  ftrom  their  drear  abode f 

the  answer  is  obvious,  and,  I  should  hope,  irrefragable.  A  duty,  and  a  saored 
one  too,  is  due  TO  the  Lnrma.  Past  examples  operate  upon  future  ones :  and 
posterity  ought  to  know,  in  the  instance  of  this  accomplished  scholar  and  lite- 
rary antiquary,  that  neither  the  sharpest  wit,  nor  the  most  delicate  intellectual 
refinement,  can,  alone,  afford  a  man  'peace  at  the  last.'  The  vessel  of  human 
existence  must  bo  secured  by  other  anchors  than  these,  when  the  storm  of  death 
approaches ! 
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time  to  close  this  tedious  bibliomaniacal  history.  The 
hour  of  midnight  has  gone  by. : — and  yet  I  will  not  skar 
over  my  account  of  the  remaining  characters  of  respec- 
tability. 

The  collections  of  Strange*  and  Woodhouse  are  next, 
in  routine,  to  be  noticed.  The  catalogue  of  the  library 
of  the  former  is  a  great  favourite  of  mine :  the  depart- 
ments into  which  the  books  are  divided,  and  the  compen- 
dious descriptions  of  the  volumes,  together  with  the 
extent  and  variety  of  the  collection,  may  afford  consider- 
able assistance  to  judicious  bibliomaniacs.  Poor  Wood- 
HOUSB  :t  thy  zeal  outran  thy  wit :  thou  wert  indefatigable 
in  thy  search  after  rare  and  precious  prints  and  books ; 
and  Uiy  very  choice  collection  of  both  is  a  convincing 

*  Btbltotheca  Strangeiana  ;  A  CateUogue  qf  the  general,  euirious,  and  extensive 
lAbrary  qf  that  diitinguished  naturalist  and  lover  qf  the  fine  prts,  the  late  JoHN 
Stramob,  Esq.,  L.L.D.  F.R.S.  and  S.'A.,  many  years  his  Britannic  liajeety's 
resident  at  the  Republio  of  Venice.  Comprehending  an  extraordinary  fine  oolleo- 
tion  of  books  and  tracts,  in  most  langunges  and  sciences,  to  the  number  of  up- 
wards of  four-Kore  thousand,  die.  Digested  by  Samuel  Paterson.  Bold  by 
auction  by  Leigh  and  Sotheby,  March  16,  1801,  8yo.,  1256  articles.  This  is  a 
plain,  un^ected,  bnt  exceedingly  well-digested,  catalogue  of  a  very  extraordinary 
collection  of  books  in  all  departments  of  literature.  I  do  not  know  whether  it 
be  not  preferable,  in  point  of  arrangement,  to  any  catalogue  compiled  by  Paterson. 
It  has,  however,  a  wretched  aspect ;  from  the  extreme  indifference  of  the  paper. 

t  We  will  first  give  the  title  to  the  Catalogue  of  the  late  Mr.  Woodhousb's 
Collection  of  Prints.  "A  Catalogue  qf  the  choice  and  valuable  Collection  of 
Antient  and  Modem  Prints,  dx.,  selected  with  the  highest  taste  from  all  the 
collections  at  home  and  abroad,  &c.  Sold  by  auction  by  Mr.  Christie ;  Januaiy, 
1801.'*  The  first  part  ends  with  the  5th  day's  sale ;  the  second  commences  with 
the  sixth  day^s  sale  and  concludes  on  the  sixteenth,  with  the  Malborough  Gems. 
Although  we  may  have  to  give  specimens  of  some  of  the  rare  and  preeiout  prints 
contained  in  this  collection,  in  the  course  of  Part  VI.  of  this  work,  yet  the 
reader,  I  would  fain  hope,  will  not  be  displeased  with  the  following  interesting 
extract,  ?dth  the  annexed  prices,  of  the  prints  from  the 

Mablbobouoh  Gkms. 

[This  cusemhlage,  the  result  of  twenty  yeari  collecting,  contains  a  greater  number 
than  ever  has  been  at  one  time  oj^ered  to  the  public. — The  first  volume  is  complete, 
and  may  be  accounted  unique,  as  all  the  impressions  are  before  the  numbers,  the 
artists'  names,  or  proofs  mthout  any  letters,  as  in  the  presentation  copies :  the 
subject  of  Cupid  and  Psyche  is  with  variations,  and  the  whole  may  be  regarded  as  a 
great  rarity.  Those  of  the  second  volume  are  few  in  number,  but  in  point  of  curi- 
osiiif,  no  ways  inferior.]  * 
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proof  thati  where  there  is  wealth  and  zeal,  opportunities 
in  abundance  will  be  found  for  the  gratification  of  that 
darling  passion,  or  insanity,  now  caUed  by  the  name  of 
Bibliomania ! 

LOT.  £   I.    A 

72.    One.  Ctesar  in  the  Temple  of  Venus.    Proqf  hrfbn  amg 

Utten.  8  18    6 

78.    Two.    no.    1.  Sdpio  Africanus. 2    0    0 

no.    2.  Ludus  C.  Sylla.  

74.  Two.    no.    8.  Julias    CsBsar;  caput   laoreatum.        .       .       .    5  15    o 

no.    4.  Mareus  Junius  Brutus.  

75.  Two.    no.    5.  Mareus  Junius   Brutus;  oum  caduoeo.       .       •    2  17   5 

no.    6.  Lepidus;   oumlituo.  

76.  Two.    no.    7.  August!  caput ;  oum  corona  radiata.  •       .    4  14    6 

no.    8.  August!  Pontiflds  mazimi  insign.  &o. 

77.  Two.    no.    9.  Maroellii  Ootavin,  fllii   August!  nepot2s   caput: 

opus   elegantissimum 8    0    0 

no.  10.  LiyisB  protome:  oum  oapite  laureato  et  velato 
peotore  :  simul  Tiberii  pueri  prope  adstantis 
caput  arboris  ignets  f oliis  redimitum. 

78.  Two.    no.  11.  Tiberii  caput  juvenile.  8    3    0 

no.  12.  Germanici  togati  protome ;  cum  capite  laureata, 
focie  plena,  &c. 

79.  Two.    no.  13.  Agrippinao  majoris  uzoris  Oermanici  &  Caligulo 

matris  caput  laureatum  ;  sub  effigie  Diann.       .650 
no.  14.  Ejusdem  Agrippinss :  sub  effigie  Cereris.         .       • 

80.  Two.    no.  15.  Oalbe  caput  laureatum.   ' 1  19    0 

no.  16.  ISjusdem  Galbsa  caput  

81.  Two.    no.  17.  Nervs   togati    protome ;    cum  ci^ite   laureate, 

plena   fade ;  opus   pulcherrimum.  .        .440 

no.  18.  Ejusdem  Neme  caput.  .        .       ...        • 

82.  Two.    n%  19.  MardansB,  Trajani  sororis,  caput.        .       .        .  10  10    0 

no.  20.  Sabinao  Hadriani  uxoris  caput.        .  .  .  • 

88.    Two,    no.  21.  Antinoi  caputs  cum  pectore  velato.  .  .  .500 
no.  22.  Caracalla  togati  protome  fade  plena. 

84.  Two.    no.  23.  Caracall»  caput  laureatum.             .  .  .  .    1  18    0 

no.  24.  JulisB  Domns,  Sereri  uxoris,  caput        .        .        • 

85.  Two.    no.  25.  Laocoontes  caput 7    7    0 

no.  26.  Bemiramidis,  vel  potius  Mussb,  caput  cum  pectore. 

86.  Thrte,  no.  27.  Minervse  Alcidin  caput  galeatum;  operis  egregii, 

edit  var. 8    8    0 

87.  Two.    no.  28.  Phodonis  caput 8    8    0 

no.  29.  Jovis  et  Junonis  capita  jugata.        .... 

88.  Three,  no.  80.  Veneris  caput 4  14    6 

no.  31.  Bacchffi  caput  var. 

89.  Two.    no.  82.  Hercules  Bibaz,  stans.  .  .        .  15    4    6 

no.  33.  Bacchus,  stans 

90.  7*100.    no.  34.  Faunas  tigridis  pelli  insidens,  cauda,  &c.  .990 

no.  35.  Athlota,  stans,  qui  dextra  manus  trigelem,  &Cr 
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Phil.  I  attended  the  sale  of  Woodhonse's  prints 
and  books;  and  discovered  at  it  as  strong  symptoms 
of  the  madness  of  which  we  are  discoursing  as  ever  were 

LOT  £   «.    dL 

91.  Two,    n\  86.  Mercorius  itans.  4  14    6 

DO.  87.  BCaiv,  stans,  armatOB.  .        •       •       .       • 

92.  Tvfo,    n^.  88.  Miles  de  rape  descendens,  ezimii  aoulptdris  Qread 

opus.  7    0    0 

n^,  89.  Diomedes  Palladio   potitas  oum  Ulysse  alteroa- 
tione  ooutendit.  ...... 

93.  Two.    n«,  40.  Dei  Marini  natantes 6  10    0 

n^.  41.  MUes  volneratus  a  militibaB  duobus  sustentetnr. 

94.  Two,    no.  42.  Miles  militi  vulnerato  opitulato.  .       .       .880 

no.  43.  Mulier  stolata  cum  yiigine.  .... 

95.  Two.    no.  44.  Faunus  pelle  caprina  ex  humeris  pendente  veeti- 

tus ;  pedem  super  suggestum  ignotn  figune  figit 
et  infantem  genu  sustinet.             .        . 
no.  45.  Alexandri  magni  effigies 

96.  Two.    no.  46.  .£neam  Diomedes  a  saxo  percussum  consenrat .    8  18    0 

no.  47.  PompeisB    cujusdam    ob    victoriam   partam   de- 
Bcriptio. 

97.  Two,    no.  48.  Amazon    Amasonem  morientem  sustinet  jozta  x 

equus .        .        .    v    6  16    6 

98.  no.  49.  Fragmen  Gemnue  Bocchi,  &o.  .        .        .   / 

99.  One.    no.  50.  Nuptisa  Psyches  et  Cupidonis,  Rarist,  .        .    4  14    6 

100.  One,    no.  50.  Ditto,  Ditto,  Jtariss,  .        .880 

101.  One.  Frontispiece   to   sboond  volume;   Proqf,    htfore 

the  inscription  on  the  armt ;  very  rare       .        .        .550 

102.  Two.    no.    1.  PtolomsBus.  

103.  no.    2.  Metrodorus.  

104.  Two,    no.    3.  Socrates  et  Plato 8    8    0 

no.    5.  Sappho. 

105.  Two,    no.    8.  Ignotum   caput  Scyllads   opus.  .        .        .200 

no.    9.  Ignotum  caput 

106.  Two.    no.  11.  Medusa.  . 88o 

no.  18.  Hercules  et  lole.  

107.  Two.    no.  19.  L.   Junius  Brutus 2    2    0 

no.  20.  Annibal.  

108.  Two.    no.  22.  Mecenes. 1  18    0 

no.  25.  Drusus  Tiberii  filius.     • 

109.  Two.    no.  31.  Caput  ignotum,  Antonini  forsan  junioris.      .       .220 

no.  36.  EquL 

110.  Two.    no.  38.  Merourii  templum. 8    8    0 

no.  40.  Coronis. 

111.  Two,    n*.  41.  Cupidonis. 2  12    6 

no.  45.  Faunus. •  . 

112.  Three,  no.  46.  Omphale  incedens 3  IS    5 

no.  48.  Biga,  yar.  


^    1  10    0 
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exhibited  on  a  like  occasion.  I  have  the  catalc^^ie 
upon  fine  paper^  which,  however,  is  poorly  printed ;  bat 
I  consider  it  rather  a  curious  bibliographical  morgean. 

LOT  £     «.     <L 

118.    Two,    no.  50.  Sflentis,  tigris,  &o.  var.  .        .  ..800 

114.    Two,  The  Tignette  to  the  second  yolume ;  Proqf,  vmy 

Jim,  and  etching,  perhaps,  unique,        ,        ,        .    7  10     0 

For  an  interesting  aooount  of  the  engravinga  of  the  DEVO|rsHiRl  Gncs — ^the 
rival  publication  of  those  from  the  Marlborough  oolleotion — ^the  reader  may 
oonsalt  Mr.  Beloe*B^ Anecdotes jqf  Literature  and  Scarce  Boois ;  toL  I.  182-6. 
The  entire  collection  of  Mr.  Woodhouae's  prints  produced  8595/.  17s,  6d, 

We  will  now  make  handsome  mention  of  the  Bibuothboa  Woodhousiaita. 
A  Cataiogue  qf  the  entire,  elegant,  and  vcUudble  Library  qf  John  Wood' 
house,  Bsq,,  comprising  a  rich  and  extensive  collection  qf  boohs,  dx.  Sold  by 
OMOtion  by  Leigh  and  Sotheby,  December,  1803.  8vo.  The  collection  was 
lather  choice  and  rich,  than  extensive :  having  only  861  articles.  Some  of  the 
rarest  editions  in  old  English  Literature  wore  vigorously  contended  for  by  well- 
known  collectors :  nor  did  the  Library  want  beautiful  and  useful  works  of  a 
different  description.  The  following  specimens  will  enable  the  reader  to  form 
a  pretty  correct  estimate  of  the  general  value  of  this  collection. 

£    i,    d. 

B^.    8.  Antonie  (the  Tragedie  of)  doone  into  English  by  the  Coun- 

tesse  of  Pembroke,  R.  M.  g.  L  Lond.  1595.  12mo.        .        .550 
24.  Bamabee*8  Journal,  with  Bessie  Bell,  First  Edit,  B,  M,  g,  L 

1648.  12mo 2  10    0 

80.  Bastard's  (Thomas)  Chrestoleros,  seven  Bookes  of  Epigram- 

mes,  O,  M.  g,  I.  1598.   12mo 5  15    6 

76.  Chaucer,  by  Tyrwhitt,  with  the  Glossary,  G.  M.  g.  L  5  vol. 

1775.  8vo 6    0    0 

82.  Cokain's  (Sir  Aston)  Poems  and  Plays,  with  head,  R  M.  g.  L 

2  vol.  1662.  8vo 4    0    0 

97.  A  Paire  of  Turtle  Doves,  or  the  History  of  Bellora  and  Fide- 

lio,  bl.  1.  4to.  see  MS,  note  hy  Steevens,  1606 5    5    0 

160.  Burnet's  History  of  his  own  Times,  large  paper,  R.  M.  g.   L 

2  vol.  1724.   4to. 5  15    « 

198.  Dodsle/s  CoUeotion  of  Old  Plays,  large  paper,  12  vol.  1780. 

8vo.  Only  six  copies  printed  in  this  manner 14  14     0 

818.  Latham's  General  Synopsis  of  Birds,  with  Index,  9  vols,  with 
reverse  plates,  elegantly  painted  by  Miss  Stone,  now  Mrs. 
Smith :  R.  M.  g.  m.  1.  4to.     '  N.B.  Of  the  above  set  of  hooks, 

there  are  only  6  eopiea,* 40    0    0 

814.  Clarendon's  History  of  the  Rebellion,   with  his   Life,  large 

paper,  4  vols,  boards,  uncut,  1707, 1750,  foL        .        .        .        .  15  15    0 
350.  Heath's  Chronicle,  frontispiece  and   heads,  R.  M.  g.   1.  1668. 

2  vols.  8vo 550 
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Lysand.  Make  the  most  of  it,  for  it  will  soon  become 
scarce.  And  now — notwithstanding  iny  former  boast 
to  do  justice  to  the  remaining,  bibliomaniacal  characters 


LOT  £'  s*  tL 

894.    Eoight's  life  of  Oolet,   large  papa;  plates,  elegant,  in  light 

brown  calf,  g.  1.  m.  1724.  8to.  .  .  .  .      5  10    0 

395.    Knight's  Life  of  Enunnus,  large  paper,  plates,  elegant,  in  light 

brown  calf,  g,  L  m.  1726,^vo.  .  .  .  .      9    9    Q 

431.    Lewin's  Birds  of  Qreat  Britain,  with  the  Eggs  aoonrat^y 

figured,   elegantly  painted  with  back  ground,  7  vols,  in  8. 

A  superb  copy,  in  g.  m.  g,  m,  I.  1789,  4to.         .  .  .    28    7    0 

473.    Martyn's     Universal    ConchologiBt ;    English    Entomologist: 

and  Aranei,  or  Natural  History  of  Spiders,  4  vols,  elegantly 

coloured.     A  suparb  copy,  in  B.  M.  g.  m.  L  1789,  92,  and 

93, 4to. .    83  12    0 

490.    Harrison's  Seven  Triumphal  Arches,  in  honor  of  James  I.,  all 

the  [seven]  parts  complete;   cwrioua  and  very  rare,  B.   M. 

g.  L  1604.  foUo.  .  .  .  •        .  .  .    27    6    0 

493.    Heame  and  Bryne's  Antiquities  and  Views  in  Great  Britain, 

proqf  impressions,  M.  g.  1.  1786,  oblong  folio.    .  .  •    16    0    0 

586.    Skelton's   (Mayster)    Poems :    Colyn   Clout,  Lond,  hy  John 
Whygte.    Whi  come   ye  not   to  Courte;    Lcmd.    by    John 

Whygie,    Phillyp    Sparow;    Speak    Parot;    Death    of   the 
.    Noble  Prynoe,  &a    See  note.    Lond.  by  John  Kynge  and 

Thomas  Marshe,    Merie  Tales ;  unigite,  see  note.    Lond.  by 

Thomas  Colwell,  5  voL  bl.  1.  B.  M.  g.  L  12mo.  .  .    28    0    0 

624.    Monument  of  Matrons,  containing  seven   seveiall   lamps  of 

Virginitie,  by  Thomas  Bentley ;  bl.  L  B.  -8  vols.  1582,  4to.    16    5    6 
632.    Nychodemus  Gkxspell,  wood-cuts,  bL  1.    g.    L   B.   M.  Lond, 

Wynkyn  de  Words,  1611,  4to 6  16    6 

640.    Pennant's  History  of  Quadrupeds,  boards,  uncui,  large  paper, 

proqf  plates,  1793,  4to .660 

692.    The   late   Expedition   in   Scotlande,    made   by   the   Einges 

Hyhnys  Armye,  under  the  conduit  of  the  Byht  Honourable 

the  Earl  of  Hertforde,  the  yere   of  our  Lorde  God,  1544. 

bl.  L  B.  M.  g.  L    L<md.  by  Heynolde  Wo\fe,  1554,  8vo.  .    16  16    0 

762.    Sommers's  (Lord)  Collection  of  scarce  and  valuable  TraotB, 

19  vols.  B.  g.  1. 1748,  50,  51,  52,  foUo.  .  .  .    85    1    0 

780.    Temple  of  Glus,  bl.  L    See  notes  by  G.  Mason.     Wyniynde 

Worde,  no  date,  4to.        .  .  .  .  .  .880 

795.    Tour  (A)  through  the  South  of  England,  Wales,  and  part  of 

Ireland,  in  1791,  large  paper,  proof  plates,  coloured,  1798. 

N.  B.  ''Of  the  above  book  only  six  copies  were  printed."       8    8    0 
806.    Vicar's  England's  Parliamentary  Chronicle,  B.  g.  L  complete, 

4  parts,  3  vols.  1646,  4to 12    0    0 

829.    Speed's  Theatre  of  Great  Britain,  maps,  B.  g.  L  m.  L    A  rt- 

markable  fine  C(^y,  1611.     .         .  .  .  .  .    11  U    0 
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of  respectabiUty— as  I  find  my  oral  powers  almost  ex- 
haosted^  I  shall  barely  mention  the  sales,  by  auction,  of 
the  collections  of  Wilkes,  Ritson,  and  Bouchbr* — 

HO.  £.    «.    cL 

886..  The  Myrroor  and  DyBorypoyon  of  the  Worlde,  with  many 
Hervayllefl,  wood-cuti,  B.  M.  g.  L  JSmprynted  8y  *m  Lam- 
renee  A  ndrewe,  IS27,  folio.  .  .    26    0 

8S7.  The  Beouile  of  the  Histories  of  Troie,  translated  into  English 
by  William  Ct^xton,  very  fair,  B.  M.  g.  L  ImprymUd  at 
London,  by  W,  Copland,  1663,  fol 28    0    0 

862.  The  Mynoure  of  Oolde  for  the  Bynfoll  Soule,  bL  1.  wood- 
outs.  Imprynied  at  Lond,  in  the  FUete-ttreU,  at  the  tjfffne 
(if  the  JImn,  6y  Wyniyn  de  Worde,  16^6,  4to.  .    12    1     6 

866.  Barclay's  (Alexander)  Egloges,  out  of  a  Boke  named  in  Latin, 
Miserie  Cnrialium,  oompyled  by  Eneas  Sylvius^  Poete  and 
Oratonr,  bL  1.  woodcuts,  Jive  parts,  and  complete,  G.M.  Jsi- 
prynted  by  Wyniy%  de  Worde,  4to.    .  .  .    25    0    0 

869.  Holy  Life  and  History  of  Saynt  Werburge,  yery  frutef ull  for 
all  Christian  People  to  rede.    Poems,  bL  L  G.  M.    /sip.  by 

JtMAard  Pynton,  1521,  ito. 81  10    0 

Amoont  of  the  sale,  3186^.  4f. 

*  It  did  not,  perhaps,  suit  Lysander's  notions  to  make  mention  of  book-sales  to 
which  no  oolleotors'  names  were  affixed ;  but,  as  it  has  been  my  offioe,  daring 
the  whole  of  the  above  conversation,  to  sit  in  a  comer  and  take  notes  of  what 
our  book-orator  has  said,  as  well  to  correct  as  to  enlarge  the  narrative,  I  pur- 
pose, gentle  reader,  prefacing  the  account  of  the  above  noticed  three  ooUeotions 
by  the  following  bibliomaniacal  specimen :  '  A  CaialoguA  <^f  a  capital  and  tniiy 
valuable  Library,  tke  genuine  property  of  a  Oentletnan  qf  Fcukion,  highly  dis- 
tinguished for  his  fine  taste,*  &c. :  sold  by  auction  by  Mr.  Christie^  May,  1800, 
8vo.  826  articles :  amount  of  the  sale,  1828^  18a ;  being  nearly  61.  an 
article.    Now  for  the  beloved  specimens  : 

vo.  £    a.    A 

86.  Baptistn  Ports  de  HumanA  Physiognomia,  with  wood-cuts. 
SanooitE,  1698,  et  Johannis  Physiophili  Opuscula.  Aug. 
Vin.  1784, 8vo.  .  .  .  .  .  .      0  19     0 

88.  Officium  Beatss  Virginis.  This  unique  Manxtscrift  on  vel- 
lum  qf  the  14th  century,  is  enriched  with  highly  finisksd 
Miniaiure  Paintings,  and  is  one  of  the  9iost  perfect  and  best 
preserved  missals  known  in  England,  .  .  .    20    9     6 

40.    A  complete  set  of  the  Barbou  Classics,  68  vols,  elegantly  bound 

in  green  {French)  morocco*  with  gUt  leaves,  8vo.        .  .    86  14    0 

94.  Gesta  et  Vestigia  Danorum  extra  Daniam,  3  v.  large  paper, 
with  aportradt  in  satin  of  the  Prince  to  whom  it  is  dedicated. 
Lips :  et  Eafn :  1740,  4to.  Bla/ik  mmooco,  giU  leaves. 
N.  B.  <It  is  supposed  that  the  Rolliad  iras  taken  from  this 
work.'  .    10  10    0 
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althongh  I  OHght  to  mention  the  BibUotheca  Boncheriana 
with  more  respect  than  its  two  immediate  predecessors ; 
as  the  collector  was  a  man  endowed  with  etymological 

wo.  £  9,   d. 

18S.  Brittania,  Latiimoiiy  et  yQIa  firomhamensis,  poSmatia;  BodorUf 

Parma,  1792,  rtd  ntoroeeo,  foUo 9  19    6 

21L  Contes  des  F^es ;  Paris,  1781,  Svo.  4  vols.  nfFBiVEB  8UB 
VELIK.  This  miique  copy  is  ornamented  with  nineteen  original 
drawings,  and  was  made  for  the  late  Madame  Boyale:  eUganUy 
Ummd  in  blue  morocco  and  etieloted  ta  a  morocco  ease,  •  .  85  14    0 

287.  Memoiree  du  Comte  de  Grammont.  Edition  printed  /or  the  ComU 
iAHoU.  Par.  1781.  8to.  This  beautiful  small  work,  from  the 
text  of  which  Harding's  edition  was  copied,  is  adorned  with  several 
high  finished  portraits  in  miniature,  painted  by  a  celebrated  artist, 
and  is  elegantly  bound  in  green  morocco,  with  morocco  case.  .  16  15    8 

817.  L'antiquit^  Expliqu^,  par  Montfaucon,  with  fine  plates;  kurge 
fwper  copy,  15  vol.  red  (French)  morocco,  with  gilt  Uopet;  and 
Monarohie  Frangoise,  5,  v.  I  p.  corretpondently  bound,  folio.  .  63    0    0 

818.  Anacreontis  Caimina,  6r.  et  Lat.  from  a  MS.  in  the  Vatican  of 
the  tenth  century :  with  beatUiful  coloured  miniatures  by  PiaU, 
appropriaU  to  each  ode,  in  rich  morocco  binding.  Roma,  1781.  folio.  56  14    0 

Early  in  the  year  in  which  this  collection  was  disposed  of,  the  Teiy  beautiful 
dioioe,  and  truly  desirable  library  of  Osobob  Oalwat  Mills,  Esq.  was  sold  by 
aucticm  by  Mr.  Jeffery,  in  February,  1800.  My  copy  of  this  well-executed 
eatalogue  is  upon  large  'paper ;  but  it  has  not  the  prices  subjoined.  Meanwhile 
let  the  sharp-sighted  bibliomaniac  look  at  no.  28,  68,  86,  106,  181,  412,  438, 
only.  Thus  it  will  be  seen  tha^  the  year  1800  was  most  singularly  distinguished 
for  Booi'Ametion  Bibliomaniacitm  / 

We  now  proceed  to  notice  the  sales  of  the  libraries  of  those  bibliomaniacs 
above  mentioned  by  Lysander.  A  catalogue  of  the  very  valuable  Library  qf 
ike  late  John  Wilkbs,  Esq.,  M.P.,  dkc.,  sold  by  auction  by  Leigh  and  Sotheby,  in 
November,  1802,  8yo  :  1478  articles.  There  are  few  articles,  except  the  following 
diwni  viiig  of  being  extracted. 

KO. 

189.  Bemier   Theologie    Portatif,    Lond.     1768 — ^Boulanger    Beoherohes    but 

rOrigine  du  Despotisme  Oriental,  morocco,  gilt  leaves.     Loud.  1763,  8vo. 

^N.B.  The  "  Recherches "  were  printed  by  Mr.  Wilkes,  at  his  own  private 

printing  press,  in  Great  George  Street,  Westminster,  in  1768.' 

888.  Catullus,  recensuit  Johannes  Wilkes ;  impress,  in  MemJbranis,  red  morocco, 

gQt  leaves.    Lond.  ap.  Nichols,  1788,  4to. 
895.  Copies  taken  from  the  Records  of  the  C.  of  K.B.  1768.    **  Note  in  this 
book— printed  by  P.  C.  Webe,  one  of  the  solidtors  to  the  Treasury,  never 
published,"  fto. 
1441.  Theophrasti  Charaoteree:  Grsaoe,  Johannes  Wilkes,  reoensuit.     Jmpreu. 

in  Membranis,  Lend.  1790,  4to. 
1460.  Wilkes's  History  of  England,  uo.  1. 1768,  4to. 
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acumen  and  patience ;  and  I  sincerely  wish  the  public 
were  now  receiving  the  benefit  of  the  continuation  of  his 
Dictionary ;  of  which  the  author  published  so  excellent  a 

Next  oomes  the  aooonnt  of  the  Library  of  that  redoubted  ohamg^on  of  aneient 
lore,  and  anti-Wartonian  critio,  Joseph  Ritson.  His  books,  upon  the  ¥^iole^ 
brought  very  moderate  sums.  A  Caiatogue  of  the  enHre  and  eurwut  Liibrairy 
andMamucriptt  of  the  late  Joseph  Ritson,  Esq.,  fto.,  told  hf  awcHom^  6y  Lei^ 
and  Sotheby,  December  5, 1808,  8vo. 

na  £    $,    d, 

521.  Skelton's  (Maister)  Workes,  MS.  notes,  and  lists  of  the  different 
editions  of  Skelton's  Works,  and  likewise  of  those  never  printed  ; 
and  of  these  last,  in  whose  possession  many  of  them  are,  17S6,  Svo.    0  18    0 

600.  Jeffrey  of  Monmouth's  British  History,  by  Thompson;  a  great 
number  of  MS.  notes,  on  separate  papers,  by  Mr.  Ritson.  Lond. 
ins,  8vo .16    0 

960,  The  Serin  Seages.  Translatit  out  of  Paris  in  Scottis  meter,  be 
Johne  Holland  in  Dalkeith,  with  one  Moralitie  after  everie  Doc* 
touris  Tale,  and  siclike  after  the  Emprice  Tale,  togidder  with  one 
loring  landaude  to  eyerie  Dootour  after  his  awin  Tale,  and  one  Bz- 
damation  and  outcrying  upon  the  Emprerouris  Wife  after  his  fals 
oontrusit  tale.  ImprentU  at  Edinburgh,  be  Johne  Rot,  for  Eenrie 
Charierit,  1578,  4to.  "Note  in  this  book  by  Bir.  Ritson;  No 
other  copy  of  this  edition  is  known  to  eziBt,  neither  was  it  known 
to  Ames,  Herbert,"  &c.  &c.  .  .  .  .  81  10    0 

964.  A  new  Enterlude,  never  before  this  tyme  imprinted,  entreat- 
ing of  the  life  and  Repentance  of  Marie  Magadelene,  not  only 
godlie,  learned  and  fruitfull,  but  also  well  furnished  with  pleasant 
myrth  and  pastime,  very  delectable  for  those  which  shall  heare  or 
reade  the  same,  wiade  by  the  learned  Charhe  Lewie  Woffer^printed 
1567,  MS 1  11    6 

986.  Bibliographia  Scotica;  Anecdotes  biographical  and  literary  of 
Scotish  Writers,  Historians,  and  Poets,  from  the  Earliest  acoount 
to  the  nineteenth  century,  in  two  parts,  intended  for  publication.  45    8    0 

986.  Shakspeare,  by  Johnson  and  Steevens,  8  vols,  oontaining  a  great 
number  of  manuscript  notes,  corrections,  &c  &o.  together  with  3 
vols,  of  manuscript  notes,  by  Mr.  Ritson,  prepared  by  him  for  the 
press,  intending  to  publii^  it.  ....  .  110    0    0 

The  year  enwilng  (of  which  Lysander  has,  very  negligently,  taken  no  notice) 
was  distinguished  for  the  sale  of  a  collection  of  books,  the  like  unto  which  had 
never  been  seen,  since  the  days  of  the  dispersion  of  the  Parisian  collection.  The 
title  of  the  auction  catalogue  was,  in  part,  as  follows :  A  Catalogiu  of  a  moe€ 
splendid  and  valuable  collection  of  Boots,  superb  missals,  original  draufings,  <lw. 
the  genuine  property  of  a  Gentleman  of  distinguished  taste,  retiring  into  (he  country, 
dx.  Sold  by  auction  by  Mr.  Christie,  April,^  1804,  8vo.  339  artidee :  total 
amoonti  4640/.^b6ing  almost  14/.  an  article.      I  attended  both  days  of  this  sale 
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specimen,  comprehending  only  the  letter  A.  Dr.  Jamie- 
son  has,  to  be  sure,  in  a  great  measure  done  away  the 
melancholy  impression  which  lexicographical  readers 
would*  otherwise  have  experienced — by  the  publication 
of  his  own  unrivalled  ''  Scottish  IHctumary ;"  yet  there 
is  still  room  enough  in  the  literary  world  for  a  con- 
tinuation of  Boucher. 
Ah,  weH-a-day ! — have  I  not  come  to  the  close  of  my 

and  ttie  reader  shall  judge  of  my  own   satisfaotion,  by  that  which  he  most 
reoeive  from  a  peroaal  of  the  following  specimens  of  this  BibUotkeea  Splendid' 


BO.  £    $.    d, 

221,  A  most  complete  set  of  Sir  William  Dugdale's  Works,  contain- 
ing  BfonasUoon  Anglicanum,  in  5  vols.  1665 ;  Monastioon,  vol.  1, 
editio  seounda,  2  toIs  ;  Monasticon,  in  English,  with  Steevens's 
Continuation,  3  vols. ;  Warwickshire,  first  edition ;  Warwickshire, 
second  edition,  by  Thomas,  2  vols. ;  St.  Paul's,  first  and  second 
edition,  2  vols.  ;  Baronage,  2  vols.  ;  History  ojf  Imbanking,  first 
and  second  editions,  2  voIs.;.Origine8  Jurididales,  third  edition; 
View  of  the  Troubles ;  Summons  of  the  Nobility ;  Usage  of  Arms 
and  office  of  Lord  Chancellor.      Thisfitie  aet  of  DugdaU  it  deganUy 

foimd  in  Ruuia  UoUker  in  23  ffolumes,  .  136  10    0 

(Now   worth    250^) 

222.  Biographia  Britannica,  7  vols.  1747,  folio.  A  matchless  set 
illustrated  with  portraits,  fine  and  rare,  and  degaaUly  hound  in 
Rtutia  leather,  .  99  15    Q 

22S.  Homeri  IBas  et  Odyssea,  4  vols.    Glasgow,    1756,    fol.       An 

unique  copy,  on  large  paper,  illustrated  with  Flaxman's  plates  to 

tiie  Iliad,  and  original  drawings,  by  Miss  Wilkes,  to  the  Odyssey  ; 

tMperbly  bound  in  ^lue  Turkey.  .  .  .  39  18    0 

225.    Milton's  Poetical  Works,  largo  paper,  Tonson,  1695.     Milton's 

Historical  Works,  &o.,  by  Birch,  2  vols,  large  paper,  173^  3  vols. 

elegantly  bound  in  Ruuia  leather.  .  .     5  10    0 

229.    Ogilby's  Historical  Works,  cootaining  iiritannia,  China,  2  vols. 

Japan,  Asia,  Africa,  and  America,  with  fine  plates  by  Hollar,  7  vols. 

foUo, /iTie  copy  in  Ruisia.  .  .  .  .  .  18  18    0 

234.  Lord  Clarendon's  History  of  tho  Grand  Robollion,  6  vols,  folio, 

large  paper,  splendidly  hound  in  morocco,  1702.  .  49    7    0 

235.  Winwood's    Memorials   of    Affaire    of  State,     3    vols.     1725. 

Large  Paper,  elegantly  hound,  and  gilt  Iravet.  .  .  •         .     5  18    0 

239.  Wood's  Atheno)  Oxonienses,  2  vols,  boat  edition,  1721.  A  fine 
copy  on  Large  Paper,  elegantly  bound)  in  Russia,  with  gilt  leaves,  Fol.     7  17    6 

From  no.  292  to  307,  inclusivo  (only  14  volumes),  there  was  a  sot  of  "  Painted 
JUissals  and  curious  manuscripts,"  which  wore  sold  for  724/.  Among  them,  was 
Mr.   John  Towneley's  matchless  muwal,  decorated  by  tho    famous    Francesco 

2g 
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Book-History  ?  Are  there  any  other  bibliomaniacs  of 
distinction  yet  to  notice?  Yes! — I  well  remember  the 
book-sale  events  of  the  last  four  years.  I  well  remember 
the  curiosity  excited  by  the  collections  of  the  Marquis 
OP  Lansdowne,  John  Brand,  Isaac  Reed,  Richard 
PoRsoN,  Alexander  Dalrymple,  and  Richard  Gough,* 
and  with  these  I  must  absolutely  make  my  bibliomaniacal 
peroration  !     Illustrious  men  ! 

Voronese— "  one  of  the  finest  productions  of  tho  kind  ever  imported  from  Italy  :** 
soe  no.  296.  For  an  account  of  the  books  printed  upon  vellum  in  thii 
collection,  see  Part  VI.  Let  us  close  this  note  with  the  Biblioiheea  Bouekeriana ; 
of  which  such  respectable  mention  is  aboTO  justly  made  by  Lysander.  "A 
Catalogu4  of  the  very  valuable  and  extentive  Library  of  ike  late  Rbv.  JonathaK 
Boucher,  A.M.,  F.R.S.,  Vicar  of  Eptonit  Surrey.  Comprehetiding  a  Jin*  and 
curious  collection  in  Divinity ,  History,  Jx.  :  sold  by  auction  by  Leigh  and  SotkAy ; 
in  February,  1806.  First  part,  6646  articles  :  Second  part,  1938  articles :  Third 
part,  published  in  1809  :  857  articles.  I  attended  many  days  during  this  sale ; 
but  such  was  the  warm  fire,  directed  especially  towards  divinity,  kept  up  during 
nearly  the  whole  of  it,  that  it  required  a  heavier  weight  of  metal  than  I  was  able 
to  bring  into  the  field  of  battle  to  ensure  any^succoss  in  the  contest.  I  cannot 
help  adding  that  these  catalogues  are  wretchedly  printed. 

*  For  the  same  reason  as  has  been  adduced  at  p.  427,  ante,  and  from  a  strong 
wish  to  render  this  List  of  Bool-  A  nctions  as  perfect  as  my  opportunities  will  allow, 
I  shall  persevere,  at  the  foot  of  Lysander  s  narrative,  in  submitting  to-  the  attri- 
tion of  the  curious  reader  a  still  further  account  of  sales  than  those  abore  alluded 
to  in  the  text.  As  this  will  be  the  last  note  in  Part  V.,  I  hope,  however  late 
the  hour,  or  exhausted  his  patience,  that  tho  reader  will  also  perseTere  to  the 
close  of  it,  and  then  wish  the  author  **  good  night,"  along  with  his  friends,  whose 
salutations  are  above  so  dramatically  described.  At  the  very  opening  of  the 
year  in  which  Mr.  Boucher's  books  wore  sold,  the  magnificent  coUoctiou  of  the 
Marquis  of  Laiisdowue  was  disposed  of.  I  well  remember  tho  origiual  desti- 
nation of  this  numerous  library :  I  well  remember  the  long,  beautiful,  and 
classically  ornamented  room,  in  which,  embellished  and  guarded  by  busts,  and 
statues  of  gods  and  heroes,  tho  books  wore  ranged  in  quiet  and  unmolested  order, 
adjoining  to  the  noblest  mansion  in  London.  If  the  consideration  of  external,  or 
out-of-door,  objects  be  put  out  of  the  question,  this  Library-room  had  not  its 
superior  in  Great  Britain.  Let  us  now  come  to  particiUars  :  "  Bibliotheca 
Lansdoicniana.  A  Cataloyue  of  the  entire  Library  of  tfve  late  most  noble  William 
Marquis  of  Lansdowne  ;  sold  by  auction  by  Leigh  and  SoUicby,  dec.  Jattuary, 
1806. "  8vo.  The  following  is  but  a  slender  specimen  of  the  printed  books  in  the 
Lansdowne  collection. 

no.     '  £    s.    d, 

359.  Artiiur  Kynge  (the  story  of  the  most  noble  and  Worthy)  tho 

whiche  was  fyrst  of  the  worthyes  christen,  and  also  of  his  noble 

and  valyaunt  knyghtes  of  the  Round  Table ;   newly  imprynted  and 

corrected,     black     letter,     titlc-payc     cmllasonedj    Turkej/.     Imp-     at 
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LoREH.  Do  you  mean  to  have  it  inferred  that  there 
were  no  collections,  of  value  or  importance,  which  were 
sold  in  the  mean  time  ? 

Lysand.    I   thank  you  for  stopping   me :    for  I  am 

NO.  £    $,    d, 

LoncL  hy   Wyllyam  Coplande,  1557,  folio.      In  the  colleoiion  of 
Mr.  Dent.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  25    0    0 

861.    Ashmole's  (Elias)  Institution,  Laws,  and   Ceremonies  of  the 
Order  of  the  Garter,    pkbtes  by  Hollar,  L,  Paper,  green  morocco, 
border  of  gold,  gilt  Uaves,  1672,  folio.  .  .  .  .  10  10    0 

1884.    Chronica  del  Bey  Don  Alonso  el  Onzeno,  Boy  de  CastUla,  &c 

Liter.  Goth.  Mar,  verd.  Volladolid,  1551,  folia  ,  .  .  11  11    0 

1386.  del  Bey  Don  Pedro.  P.  Enrrique,  y  D.  Juan,  Pampl, 

1591,  folio.  .  *  .  .  .  .  .  .    5  16    6 

1886.  • ' des   Beys    de    Portugal,    D.   Joanno    I.    D.     Duarte, 

e  D.  Alfonso,  Luboa,  1548,  folio.     .      .  .  .  .  .420 

2499.    Gazette,  London,  from  the  beginning,  1665  to  1722  inclusive, 

73  vol.  folio.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  84    0    0 

8438.    Leyes  del  Beyno,   del  Don  Philippe  II.  Becopilaoion  de  las, 

2  torn.  Alcala,  1581.  folio.         .  .  .  .  .  .15    0 

8489.  de  los  Beynos  de  las  Indias,  del  Don  Carloe  II.  2  tom. 

Madrid,  1681,  foUo.  .  .  .  .  .    8  10    0 

4108.    Money ;  a  very  ourious  Collection  of  Single  [Sheets,   ftc.,   and 
with  several  MS.    Memorandums    and    Papers  on    that  Subject, 
bound  in  one  volume.  .  .  .  .  .  .  10  10    0 

6544.    Somers'  (Lord)  Tracts,  16  vol.  Lend.  1748,  52.  .  .  68    0    0 

5786.    Stuart's  (James)  Antiquities  of  Athens,  plates,  8  vol.  1787,  94, 

folio.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  16  16    0 

6787.    Stukoley's  (Wm.)  Itinerary,  cuts,  Rusna,  2  voL  in  vol.  1,  1776, 

folio.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  21    0    0 

5916.  A  very  rare  collection  of  Tracts,  Documents,  and  Pamphlets, 
consisting  of  above  280  volxmies,  tending  to  illustrate  the  History 
of  the  French  Bevolution —together  with  more  than  49  volumes 
relative  to  the  transactions  in  the  Low  Countries,  between  the  years 
1787  and  1792,  and  their  sepaaration  from  the  house  of  Austria  :— 
amongst  the  above  will  be  found  the  following  works. 

Dee  Etats  Generaux,  &c.     Par.  1789.  18  vol. 

Process  Verbaux  de  la  premiere  Assembl^e,  75  vol. 

Ditto  de  la  seconde  16  vol. 

Ditto  de  la  Convocation  82  vol. 

Bevolution  Franyoise,  20  vol.    from    1790  to    1803,     wanting 

vol.  1,  2,  and  13. 
La  Bastile  Devoil^o.    Par.  1789. 

Sir  James  Mcintosh's  Vindiciae  Gallic^e,    and  numerous   pieces 
relative  to  the  Constitution  and  Administration  of  the  French 
Government,    in  its     Executive,    Legislative,    Judicial,    and 
Financial  Departments,   by  Messrs.   Mirabeau,  Turgot,   Bar- 
rere,  Calonne,  Necker,  &c.  .....  168    0    0 

2  g2 
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hoarse  as  well  as  stupid :  I  consider  the  fore^ing  only 
as  the  greater  stars  or  constellations  in  the  biblio- 
graphical hemisphere.  Others  were  less  observed  firom 
their  supposed   comparative  insignificancy ;  although^  if 

I  should  observe  that  the  Pbirts  or  ENGRAYiiras  of  the  SCarquiSy  together 
with  the  printed  prices  for  which  they,  and  the  foregoing  library,  were  sold,  are 
usually  added  to  the  Catalogue  of  the  Books.  In  the  spring  of  1807,  the 
Manusobiftb  belonging  to  the  same  noble  collector  were  catalogued  to  be  sold 
by  public  auction.  These  manuscripts,  in  the  preface  of  the  JirH  volume  of  the 
Catalogue,  are  said  to  'form  one  of  the  noblest  and  most  valuable  private 
collections  in  the  kingdom.'  It  is  well  known  that  the  collection  never  came 
to  the  hammer ;  but  was  purchased  by  parliament  for  6000^,  and  is  deposited  in 
the  British  Museum.  A  catalogue  of  it  is  now  mb  prdo  ;  vide  p.  89,  ante. 
We  are  next  to  notioe  the  sale  by  auction  tff  the  library  of  the  late  Rev.  John 
Brand.  The  first  part  of  this  collection  was  disposed  of  in  the  Spring  of  1807; 
and  the  catalogue  had  this  title ;  Bihliotheca  Brandiana,  A  CaUUoffu^  of  tkt 
«nt;««,  wcarce^  rare,  curious,  and  numerous  colUcHon  qf  Works,  dkc,  bwng  tkt 
entire  Library  qf  the  late  Rev.  John  Brand,  Fellow  and  Seerdeury  qf  tie  Antir 
quartan  Society,  Author  qf  (he  History  of  Newcastle,  Popular  AntiquUies,  Se, 
Sold  by  auction  by  Mr.  Stewart,  May,  1807.  This  first  part  contained  8611 
articles,  or  lots,  of  printed  books ;  exdusively  of  243  lots  of  *  manuscripts. 
Hereafter  foUoweth,  gentle  reader,  some  specimens,  selected  almost  at  random, 
of  the  'unique,  scarce,  rare,  and  curious'  books  contained  in  the  said  library  of 
this  far-famed  Secretory  of  the  Society  of  Antiquaries. 

NO.  £    t,    d, 

67.    Ane  Compendious  Booke  qf  Oodly  and  Spiritual  Songs,  bL  lett. 

8vo.  Edinb.  1621. 4    4    0 

69.    Academy  of  Pleasure,  with  portraits  of  Drayton,  G.  Withers, 
F.  Quarles,  and  B.  Jonson,  Lon.  1656,  8vo.  .  .  .    2  17    6 

109.  A    Curtaine   Lecture,    rare   and   curious,    frontispiece,     Lond. 

1637, 8vo. 0  15    0 

110.  A  Banquot  of  Jests,  or  Change  of  Cheare,  with  portrait  of 
Archee,  the  King's  jester.     Rare.    Lond.  1659,  8vo.  .  .     4  10    0 

227.  Arnold's  Chronicle  of  the  Customs  of  London,  a  fine  copy, 
perfect,  printed  by  Pynson,  fol,  1521.  .  .  .  .  18  18    0 

24L  An  Alyearie,  or  Quadruple  Dictionarie,  by  Beiret.  FrancoH 
foL  1580. .350 

242.  Dyalogue  of  Dives  and  Pauper,  that  is  to  say,  the  Rich  and  the 
Pore,  fructuously  tretyng  upon  the  Ten  Commandments,  black-letter, 
printed  by  Pynson,  fol.  1493.  .  .  .  .  .430 

272.    Allot's  England's  Parnassus,  8vo.  1600.  .  .  .     2  10    0 

282.  A  Booke  of  Fishing,  with  hooke  and  line,  1600,  8vo.  A  Booke 
of  Engines  and  Traps  to  take  Polcats,   Buzzards,  Rats,  Mice,  &c. 

cuts,  very  rare,  [See  p.  305,  ante]  .  .  .  .  .330 

283.  Archy's   Dream,  sometimes  jester  to  his  Majestic,  but  expelled 

the  coxxrt  by  Canterbury's  malice,  very  rare,  8vo.  .  .  .     1  13    0 

337.  A  new  Dialogue  between  the  Angell  of  God  and  Shepherdes 
in  the  Foldo,  black-letter.     Pr.  l>y  Day,  8vo.  .  .  .     2  10    0 
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you  had  attended  the  auctions,  you  would  have  found 
in  them  many  very  useful,  and  even  rare  and  splendid, 
productions.    But  we  are  all 

'  Tickled  with  the  whistling  of  a  name  ! ' 

KO.  £  9,  d. 

881.  A  Dialogue  betweene  two  Neighbours,  oonoemyng  Ceremonyes 
in  the  first  year  of  Queen  Mary,  blaok-letter,  with  portrait  of 
Mary,  by  Delarum,  from  Roane,    by  Michelwood,    1554,   8to.      2  12    6 

417.  A  short  Inuentory  of  oertayne  idle  Inventions,  black-letter, 

very  rare,  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  •      2  15    0 

418.  A  Juniper  Lecture,  with  the  Description  of  all  Sorts  of  Women, 

good  and  bad,  very  rare.    Lend.  ldS9,  8vo.  •  .  .      1  16    0 

454.  A  Quip  for  an  Upstart  Courtier  ;  or  a  Quaint  Dispute  betweene 
Velvet  Breeches  and  Cloth  Breeches,  wherein  is  set  Downe  the 
Diflorders  in  all  Estates  and  Trades,  vrith  portraits.  Lond.  printed 
by  G.  P.,  1620,  4to 2  16    0 

462.  Articles  to  be  enquired  into  by  various  Bishops,  &c.,  in  their 
Visitations ;  upwards  of  one  hundred ;  a  very  euriout,  ecarce,  and 
unique  collection^  4to.  .  .  .  .  .  .220 

802.  Barbiere  (John)  the  famous  Game  of  Chesse  Play,  outs,  1678. 
The  most  ancient  and  learned  play.  The  Philosopher's  iGame, 
invented  for  the  Honourable  fiecrealion  of  the  Studious,  by  W.  F., 
black-letter,  1563,  4to 2    4    0 

1300.    A  Plaister  for  a  Galled  Horse,  very  rare,  1548,  4to.    [See 

Herbert's  Ames,  voL  i.  581 :  and  p.  289 ;  ante.]      .  .  .      8  17    6 

1812.    A  Counter  Blaste  to  Tobacco.    Lond.  1604,  4to.  .  .      0  17    0 

1826.  Bentley's  (Thos.)  Monument  of  Matrons,  oontaining  seven 
severall  Lamps  of  Virginitie,  or  Distinct  Treatises,  collated  and 
perfect,  a  very  fine  copy,  extremely  rare  and  curious,  imprinted 
ai  London,  by  Thomas  Dawson,  for  William  Seres,  extremely  rca^ 
black-letter,  1582,  4to. 8  18    6 

1884.    Bert  (Edmimd)  an  approved  Treatise  of  Hawkes  and  Hunting. 

Lond.  1619,  4to 1  10    0 

1540.  Burton  (Wm.)  Seven  Dialogues,  black-letter.  Lond.  1606. 
Geoi^ge  Whetstone's  Mirrour  for  Magistrates  of  cities,  b.  1.,  printed 
by  Richard  Jones,  1584,  4to.  .  .  .  .  •      8  18    6 

1542.    Byshop's  (John)  beauUfull  Blossomee,  black-letter,  imprinted 

by  Henrie  Cockyn,  1577,  4to.  .  .  .  .    "       .      4  10    6 

1754.  Characters  (viz.)  The  Surfeit  to  A.B.C.  Lond.  1656.  Dr.  Lup- 
ton's  London  and  Country  carbonadoed  and  quartered  into  Seuerall 
Characters,  1632.    Essayes  and  Characters,  by  L.  G.,  1661,  8vo.      4    7    0 

2069.    England's  Jests  refined  and  improved,  1660,  8vo.  .  .      2  14    0 

2326.  Catharo's  Diogenes  in  his  Singularitie,  wherein  is  compre- 
hended his  merrie  Baighting  fit  for  all  men's  benefits  :  christened 
by  him  a  Nettle  for  Nice  Noses,  by  L.  T.,  black-letter,  1591,  4fcb.      2  10    0 

3523.    Pages  (Mrs.)  Poems,  Fames  Roule,  &c.,  rare,  Lond.  1637,  4^x).      5  15    6 

7817.    Stukeley's  (Wm. )  Itinerarium  Curiosum;  2  vols,  in  1,  Ri 

folio.    .  .  .  .  .  .       /    .    14  14    C 
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LoRBN.  Ay,  and  naturally  enough  too.  If  I  look  at 
my  Stubbes's  Anatomy  of  Abuses y  which  has  received 
your  abuse  this  evening,  and  fancy  that  the  leaves  have 
been  turned  over  by  the  scientific  hand  of  Pearson, 
Farmer,  or  Steevens,  I  experience,  by  association  of 
ideas,  a  degree   of  happiness  which  I  never  could  have 

MO.  ^-     «.     d, 

8211.    The  blazon  of  Jooloixaie,  written  in  Italian,  by  Varchi.    Lond. 

1616, 8vo. 2    6    0 

8228.  Tracts:  Dial  of  Witches,  1603;  Lancaster  Witches,  1613; 
Trial  of  Yorkshire  Witches,  1612 ;  The  Golden  Fleece,  1626 ; 
QagQ  of  Diabolical  Possession,  4to.     .  .  .  .280 

8224.  The  most  strange  and  admirable  Disco vorie  of  the  throe  witches 
of  Warboys,  arraigned,  convioted,  and  executed  at  the  last  assizes 
at  Huntington ;  for  bewitching  the  five  daughters  of  Robert 
Throckmorton,  Esq.,  and  divers  other  persons,  with  sundrie  devilish 
and  grievous  torments  ;  and  also  for  bewitching  to  death  the  Lady 
Crumwell.    Extra  rare,  4to.  .  .400 

8230.  Witches  apprehended,  examined,  and  executed  for  notable 
villanies,  by  them  committed  both  by  land  and  water,  with  a 
strange  and  most  true  triall  how  to  know  whether  a  woman  be  a 
witch  or  not :  vith  the  pUUe.    Extra  rare,  4to.         .  .  .350 

8269.    The  Pleasure  of  Princes,  the  Art  of  Angling,  together  with 

the  Ordering  and  Dieting  of  the  Fighting  Cocke,  1635,  4to.  .250 

8296.     The  Knyght  of  the  Toure ;  a  perfect  and  Ji/ie  gpecimen  of  the 

father  of  English  Printers,  14Sif  idlio.     The  reader  (if  he  pleases)  ' 

may  consult  my  first  volume,  p.  202,  of  the  TifpographicaX  Anti- 

^tiie<  ({/'(Treai  ^rito in,  for  some  account  of  this  edition.   .  .  Ill    6     0 

My  copy  of  this  first  part  of  the  Catalogue  of  Brand's  books  is  upon  large 
paper,  with  the  prices  inserted  in  the  margin.  The  second  pari  of  the  BiBLlo 
THBCA  Brandiana,  containing  duplicates  and  Pamphlets,  was  sold  in  February, 
1808,  by  Mr.  Stewart.  There  were  4064  articles.  Few  collections  attracted 
greater  attention  before,  and  during,  the  sale  than  did  the  library  of  the 
late  Mr.  Isaac  Reed  :  a  critic  and  literary  character  of  very  respectable  second- 
rate  reputation.  The  public  Journals  teemed,  for  a  time,  with  book-anecdotoa 
oonoeming  this  collection  ;  and  the  AtJienceum,  Monthly  Mirror,  Centura  LiU- 
raria,  European  Magazine,  struck  out  a  more  bold  outline  of  the  Bibliotheoa 
Beediana  than  did  the  generality  of  their  fellow  Journals.  Reed's  portrait  la 
prefixed  to  the  European  Magaasine,  the  Monthly  Mirror,  and  the  Catalogue  of 
his  own  Books :  it  is  an  indifferently  stippled  scraping,  copied  from  a  fine 
mellow  mezzotint,  from  the  characteristic  pencil  of  Romney.  This  latter  is  a 
private  phite,  and,  as  such,  is  rare.  To  return  to  the  Library.  The  preface  to 
the  Catalogue  was  written  by  the  Rev.  H.  J.  Todd.  It  is  brief,  judicious,  ailU 
impressive ;  giving  abundant  proof  of  the  bibliomaniacal  spirit  of  the  owner  of 
the  library— who  would  appear  to  have  adopted  the  cobler's  well-known  example 
of  appl3ring  me  room  to  almost  every  domestic  purpose  :  for  Reed  made  his 
library  'Ids  farlour,  kitchen,  and  hall.*    A  brave  and  enviable  spirit  this  !— and. 
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enjoyed  had  I  obtained  the  volume  from    an   unknown 
collector's  library. 

Lis.    Very  true;    and    yet    you    have    only    Master 
Stubbes's  work  after  all ! 

in  truth,  what  is  comparable  with  it  ?  But  tho  reader  is  beginning  to  wax  im- 
pationt  for  a  more  particular  account.  Here  it  ia  :  BiUioihtca  Reediana.  A 
Catalogue  of  the  curious  and  extensive  Library  of  the  late  Isaac  Reed,  Esq,,  of 
Staple  Inn,  deceased.  Comprehending  a  most  extraordinary  collection  of  looks  in 
English  Literature,  <frc. :  Mid  by  auction  by  Messrs.  King  and  Lochie :  November, 
1807,  8t)o.  The  following  specimens  of  some  of  Reed's  scarce  volumes  are 
copied,  in  part,  from  tho  account  which  was  inserted  in  the  AtlienoevM,  vol.  iii., 
pp.  61,  157,  under  the  extraordinary  signatures  of  W.  Caxton  and  W.  de 
Worde. 

NO.  £    s.    d, 

5867.    A  Portfolio  of  single-sheet  Ballads.  .  .  .  .  15  15    0 

6661.     Colman  (W.)  Death's  Duel,  8vo.,  frontispiece.  .  .    7  15    Q 

6685.     BamefieUVs  Affectionate  Shepherd,  very  rare,  4to.  1694.  .  15  10    0 

6713.  A  musical  Concort  of  Heavenly  Harmonic,  balled  Churchyard's 
charitie.     See  MS.   notes  in  Churchyard's  Pieces,  by  Steevens,  Reed, 

&c,,  1595,  4to.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .    8  15 

6714.  Churchyard's  lamentable  and  pitiable  Description  of  the  woeful 
Warres  in  Flanders,  1578,  4to.  .  .  .  .  .    4  19    0 

6715.  —————  a  true  Discourse  of  the  succeeding  Governors  in 
tho  Netherlands,  and  the  Civil  Warres  there  begun  in  1565,  4to. 

6716. — a     light     Bundle    of    Lively    Discourses,     called 

Churchyard's  Charge,  presented  as  a  New  Yeai's  Gift  to  the  Earl 
,  of  Savoy,  1589, 4to.  .  .  .  .  .  .  11    5    0 

6717. Challenge,  b.  L,  1580,  with  a  copious  Maniwcript 

account  of  his  works,  by  J.    Reed,  and    a  small  octavo  Tract, 

called  A  Discourse  of  Rebellion,  1570,  4to.  .  .  .  17  10    0 

6755.    Gascoigno  (George)  whole  workes,  fine  copy  in  Russia,  4to., 

b.  1.,  1567.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  15    5    0 

6777.     Cynthia,  with  certain  Sonnets,  rare,  1595,  8vo.  .  .  12    5    0 

7479.  Whetstone  (George)  Mirror  of  true  Honor,  and  Christain 
Nobilitie,  exposing  the  Life,  Death,  and  Divine  Vertues  of  Francis 
Earlof  Bedford,  b.  1.,  1585, 4to.  .  .  .  .  .700 

7705.    Beaumont  and  Fletcher's  Philaster;  or  Love  lies  a  bleeding, 

frontispiece,  4to.,  1620  .  .  .  .  .  .  24    0    0 

8536.    Shakspeariana,    a    Large    Assemblage   of   Tracts    by    various 

authors,  relative  to  Shakspeare,  neatly  bound  in  9  vols.  8vo.  .  23    0    0 

8561.    Stilllngfleet  (Benj.)  Plays,    never  either  finished  or  published. 

The  only  copy  ever  seen  by  Mr,  Reed,  .  .  .  .     8  13    6 

8676.  A  volume  of  unpublished  and  unprinted  Fables,  by  John  Ellis, 
scrivener  and  translator  of  Maphaeus.  Note  by  Mr,  Reed :  'It 
was  given  to  me  by  Mr.  John  Sewell,  bookseller,  to  whom  Mr. 
Ellis  bequeathed  his  Manuscripts.  See  my  account  of  Mr.  Ellis 
in  the  European  Magazine,  Jan.  1792 :  large  4to.'  Tho  volume 
is  enriched  with  fine  engravings,  appropriate  to  each  Fable.  .600 
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LoREN.  Even  so.  But  ibis  fictitious  happiness,  as  jaa 
would  call  it,  is,  in  eflfect,  recU  happiness ;  inasmuch  as 
it  produces  positive  sensations  of  delight. 

Lis.  Welly  there  is  no  arguing  with  such  a  biblio- 
maniac as  yourself,  Lorenzo. 

Bblin.    But  allow,  brother,  that  this  degree  of  happi- 


888S.  NoUtia  Dramatioa,  both  printed  and  mannsoript;  oootaining 
a  Chronologioal  Aooount.  of  the  chief  Incidents  relating  to  the 
SDglish  ThestroB,  from  Not.  1734,  to  Slst  Deo.  178&.  "  Col- 
leoted  from  varioiui  sooroeey  but  chiefly  the  Publio  Advertisen, 
whioh  were  lent  me  by  Mr.  Woodfall  for  the  purpose.  This 
volume  oontaina  the  most  material  facts  relating  to  the  Theatres 
for  the  last  fifty  years,  aad  will  be  useful  to  any  person  who  may 
wish  to  compile  a  History  of  the  Stage."     Isaao  Beed,  Staple's 

.    Inn,  Aug.  6. 1784.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  41    0    0 

Of  this  Catalogue,  there  are  oiUy  twelve  copies  printed  upon  laboi  paper  ; 
which  were  all  distributed  preyious  to  the  sale  of  the  books.  The  oommon 
paper  copies  are  very  indifferently  executed.  The  late|Mr.  George  Baker  had 
the  oompletest  L  p.  copy  of  thiB  catalogue  in  existence.  Before  we  proceed  to 
give  an  account  of  subsequent  book-sales,  it  may  be  as  well  to  pause  for  a  few 
minutes — and  to  take  a  retrospectiye  view  of  the  busy  scene  whioh  has  been,  in 
part,  described :  or  rather,  it  may  be  no  incurious  thing  to  lay  before  the  reader 
for  a  future  century  (when  the  ashes  of  the  author  shall  have  long  mouldered 
into  their  native. dust)  a  statement  of  the  principal  book-sales  whioh  took  place 
from  November,  1806,  to  November,  1807— «t  Messrs.  Leigh  and  Sotheby's 
King  and  Loch^'s,  and  Mr.  Stewart's.  The  minor  ones  carried  on  under 
Ck)veni-Garden  Piaua,  Tom's  Coffee-house,  &c.,  are  not  necessary  to  be  noticed. 
In  calculating  the  number  of  irolumes,  I  have  considered  one  article,  or  lot,  with 
the  other,  to  comprehend  three  volumes.    The  result  is  as  follows. 

BookSaUt  by  Mettr$.  LsiOH  and  SOTHEBT. 


Volumes. 

Rev.  '(Edward  Bowerbank's  hbrary  . 

.    2200 

Earl  of  Halifax's 

.    2000 

Bir.  John  VoigtTs              .           .           .           . 

.    6000 

Suttou  Sharpe's,  Esq. 

.    4000 

George  Mason's,  ditto      .           .           , 

•    8800 

Mr.  Burden's 

.  14000 

Charles  Bedford's,  Esq.     .           .           .           , 

.    8500 

Rev.  Charles  Bathunrt's    .           .           .           . 

.    8000 

Sir  John  Sebright's,  Bt.  (duplicates). 

.    8300 

Bishop  Horsley's               .           .           .           . 

.    4400 

Mr.  E.  Edward's               .           .           .           , 

.    1100 

Lieut.  GoL  Thos.  Velley's. 

.    220O 

Four  mitoeUaneous           .           .           .           . 

.    6000 

55,500 
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of  which  you  boast,  is  not  quite  so  exquisite  as  to 
justify  the  very  high  terms  of  purchase  upon  which  it 
is  often  times  procured. 

Lysand.  There  is  no  such  thing  as  the  '  golden  medio- 
crity' of  Horace  in  book  pursuits.  Certain  men  set 
their  hearts  upon  certain  copies,  and  '  coAte  qu'U  coAte ' 


BoalSaUs  by  KiNQ  and  LoCHEE. 


Volumes. 

R.  Foster's,  Esq.  Ubrary 

.    6000 

Dr.  John  Millar's             .           .           .           . 

.    8500 

Mr.  C.  Martin's                .           .           .           . 

.    1000 

Mr.  Daniel  Waldron's      .           .           .            . 

.    1200 

Sat.  Thomas  Towlo's 

.    8000 

Mr.  Brice  Lambert's         , 

.    2000 

C.  Dilly's              .... 

.    8000 

Isaac  Beed's 

.  80000 

Six  mUedlaneout, 

.    8400 

67,100 

JBool'SaUt  hy  Mr.  Stewart. 

Mr.  Law's  library 4000 

LordThurlow's                  8000 

Mr.  William  Bryant's                   ....  4500 

Rer.  W.  W.  Fitsthomas's.            ....  2000 
BoT.  John  Brand's            ....           .17000 

George  Stabbs,   Esq.                  ....  1800 

Thru  witcdlaneofM           .....  4800 


TOTAL 

Sold  byMoesrs.  Leigh  and  Sotheby 
Mossn.  King  and  Lioch^e  . 
Mr.  Stewart 


86,000 

.  65500 
.  67100 
.  86600 

149,200 


Snob  has  been  the  circulation  of  books,  within  the  foregoing  period,  by  the 
bands  of  thru  Audumurs  only ;  and  the  prices  which  a  great  number  of  useful 
articles  brought  is  a  suffidont  demonstration  that  books  are  esteemed  for  their 
ifUnnne  value,  as  well  as  for  the  adventitious  circumstances  which  render  them 
rare  or  cwriout.  But  prosterity  are  not  to  judge  of  the  prevalence  of  knowledge 
in  these  times  oy  the  criterion  of,  what  are  technically  called,  hook-sales  only. 
They  should  be  told  that,  within  the  same  twelve  months,  thousands  and  tens  of 
thousands  of  books  of  all  sorts  have  been  circulated  by  the  London  Booksellers  ; 
and  that,  without  travelling  to  know  the  number  disposed  of  at  Bristol,  Liver- 
pool, Tork,  Manchester,  or  Exeter,  it  may  be  only  necessary  to  state  that  one 
tUdinguisKed  House  alone,  established  not  quite  a  furlong  from  the  railings  of 
St.  Paul's  Cathedral;,  sold  not  far  short  of  two  hundmd  tfiousand  voluuies  within 
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they  must  secure  them.  Undoubtedly,  I  would  give  not 
a  little  for  Parker's  own  copy  of  the  Book  of  Common 
Prayer,  and  Shakspeare's  own  copy  of  both  parts  of  his 
Henry  the  Fourth. 

Alman.  Welly  Lisardoy  we  stand  no  chance  of  stemming 
the  torrent  against  two  such  lusty  and  opiniated  biblio- 
maniacs as  my  brother  and  Lysander  :  although  I  should 
speak  with  deference  of,  and  acknowledge  with  grateful 
respect,  the  extraordinary  exertions  of  the  latter,  this 
evening,  to  amuse  and  instruct  us. 

the  foregoing  period  I      If  learning  continue  thus  to  thri7e,  and  books  to  be 
oontndered  as  necessary  furniture  to  an  apartment ;  if  wealthy  merchants  are 
resolved  upon  procuring  Largo  Paper  copies,  as  well  as  Indian  spices  and  Russian 
'    furs ;  we  may  hail,  in  anticipation,  that  glorious  period  when  the  book-fairs  of 
Leiptic  shall  bo  foi^otten  in  the  superior  splendour  of  thoso  of  Loddon !     But 
to  return  to  our  chronological  order  :  The  ensuing  year,  1808,  was  distin^ishod 
for  no  small  mischief  excited  in  the  bibliomaniocal  world  by  the  sales  of  many 
curious  and  detached  libraries.      The  second  part  of  Mr.    Brand's  collection 
which  was  sold  in  the  spring  of  this  year,  has  been  already  noticed.      The  close 
of  the  year  witnessed  the  sales,  by  auction,  of  the  books  of  Samuel  Eweb,  Esq. 
(retiring  into  the  country),  and  of  Mr.  Macuel  Stage,  bookseller.    The  former 
collection  was  very  strong  in  bibliography  ;   and  the  latter  presented  a  singularly 
▼aluable  'Collection  of  rare  and  select'  books,  relating  to  old  English  Literature 
elegantly  bound :  containing  2607  articles.     Mr.  Stace  had  published,  the  pre- 
ceding year,  'A  Catalogue  of  curioui  and  scarce  Books  and  Tracts  :*  which,  with 
the  pipeceding,  merit  a  snug  place  upon  the  bibliographer's  shelf.     We  now  enter 
upon  a  more  busy  year  of  sales  of  books  by  auction.     The  Bibliomania  had 
only  increased  by  the  preceding  displays  of  precious  and  magnificent  Tolumes. 
And  first  came  on,   in  magnitude  and  inportance,   the   sales  of  Alexaitdrb 
Dalbtmflb  and  Professor  Porson.     Of  these  in  turn.     A  Cataloffue  of  the 
extensive  and  valuable   Library  of  Books :  Part  I,    Late  the  property  of  Auex. 
Dalrtmplb,  Esq.  F.iCS.,  deceased.    Hydrographer  to  the  Board  of  Admiralty, 
and  the  Hon.  East  India  Company,  &c.,  sold  by  auction  by  King  and  Loch^e, 
May  29,   1809,   8vo.— 7190  articles :  A    Catalogue,  dc,  Part  IL  of  the  tame  : 
sold  by  auction  by  the  same  :  Nov.   1809. — 8897  articles.      I  should  add   that 
there  is  a* stippled  engraving  of  Dalrym pie,  with  fac-simile  of  his  hand-writing', 
which  faces  the  title  page  to  Part  First  of   this  extraordinary  and  numerous 
collection^  of  books  of  Geography,  Voyages,  and  Travels.     I  strongly   reoom- 
Ct>^  copies  of  these  catalogues  to  be  in  every  library  of  extent  and  utility. 
We  are.     now  to  notice :  A  Catalogue  of  Part  of  the  Library  of  the  laic  Richard 
Porson,  X  jA»M.,   Oreek   Professor  of  the  University  of  Cambridge,   &c  :  sold  by 
auction  b^   Leigh  and  Sotheby,  June  16th,  1809,  8vo. — 1891  articles :   amount 
of  the  booBr\s,   12542.   18«.   M,    The  subjoined  is  rather  a  rich,   though  brief, 
specimen  of  eiome  of  the  valuable  books  contained  in  the  library  of  this  profound 
Greek  schola    r ;   in  whom  the  acuteness  of  Bentley,  and  the  erudition  of  Heni' 
sterhusius,  w*  ere  more  than  revived. 
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Xis.    This  evening  ? say,  this  day  : — this  live-long 

—and   yesterday  also !     But  have  you    quite    done, 

Lysander  ? 
lYSAND.     Have  you  the  conscience  to  ask  for  more? 

ve  brought  you  down  to  the  year  of  our  Lord  One 

£    <.    d. 
^     Biblla    Gneca,    et    Novum    Testamentum    Grsdce,    lectionibus 
'.  J.  J.  Griesbaoh,   2   vols.,  boards,   uncut,    MS.    notes  at   the 

of  each  vol.    Hal.  Sax.  1796-1806,  8vo.  .  .    8  16    0 

The  notes  amounted  to  the  correction  of  9  typographical  errors 
id  1  addition  to  a  note  of  Griesbach's,  consisting  of  authorities 
e  ought  to  have  added.  • 

AthonsBus,    Gr.    Lat.,  cum   animadversionibus    L    Casauboni, 
veto.,  MS.  notes,  Lugduni^  1612,  foUo.  .  .  .  .    7  10    0 

Chariton  de  Amor.  Chaene  et  Callirrhoo,  Gr.  Lat.  cum  animad- 
"^wmonibufl,  J.  P.  d'Orville— Amst.  1760,  4to.  .  .  .260 

Person's  note  in  the  beginning.     'Opus  plenum  eruditionis,  ju- 
i  et  sagadtatis  nbn  item.' 

Homeri  Ilias  et  Odyssea  (the  Grenville  edition)  boards,  uncut, 
'^with  the  original  portrait.     Oxonisa,  4to.,  large  paper  :  4  vols.  .  87    8    0 

Eustathius  in    Homerum,  4  vols.,  morocco,  gilt  loaves,  Par. 

X660,  fol. 65    0    0 

Shakspeare's   (William)    Plays   by  Johnson  and  Steevons,   16 
YoUl,  boards,  uncut,  1798,  8vo.  .  .  .  .  .  12  16    0 

-Anecdotes  and  Memoirs  of  Richabd  Porson  are  strewn,  like  spring  flowers 

an  extensive  pasture,  in  almost    every  newspaper,  magazine,  and  journal. 

the  latter,  there  is  an  interesting   one   by  Dr.  Adam  Clarke  in  the 

Journal,  no.  iv.,  p.  720.    The  hand-writing  of  Porson  is  a  theme  of 

^^oneml  admiration,  and  justly  so ;  but  his  Greek  characters  have  always  struck 

^^ne  as  being  more  stiff  and   cramped  than   his  Roman  and   Italic.    I    well 

^vmember  when  he  shewod  me,  and  expatiated  eloquently  upon,  the  famous 

^fS.  of  Plato,  of  the  10th  century.    Poor  Fillingham  was  of  the  party.    Little 

^  I  then  expect  that  three  years  only  would  deprive  the  world  of  its  great 

dftwioal  ornament,  and  myself  of  a  well-informed  and  gentle-hearted  friend  ] 

We  wiU  now  close  our  account  of  the  book-ravages  in  the  year  1809,  by  noticing 

the  difiporsion  of  a  few  minor  corps  of  bibliomaniacal  troops,' in  the  shape  pf 

printed  volumes.      Biblioiheca  MaddisoKvana :   A  Catalogue  of  the  extennve  and 

mludbU  library  of  the  late  JoHN  Maddison,  Esq.,  of  the  foreign  department  in 

ike  Pott  Office,  Ac,  :  sold  by  auction  by  King  and  Loch^,   March,  1809,  8vo. 

A  judicioiis  and  elegant  collection.    6239  articles,     n.  A  Catalogue  of  a  curious, 

uUuahle,  and  rare  collection  oj  Booht  in  Typography,  History,    Voyages,  Early 

Bnglisk  Poetvy,  Romances,  Classics,  &c.  :   the  property  of  a  Collector  well  known 

lor  his  literary  taste,  &c.    Sold  by  auction  by  Mr.   Stewart,  April,   1809,  8vo. 

Some  carious  volumes  were  in  these  1868  articles  or  lots.       III.    A  Catalogue  of 

tJkevery  valuable  and  elegant  Lihrari/ of  Emfevlor  John  Alexaitder  Woodford, 

Esq.,  sold  by  auction  by  Leigh  and  Sotbcby,   May,   1809,  8vo.— 1773  articles. 

This  was  a  sumptuous  collection  ;  and  the  books,  in  general,  brought  large  prices, 

from  being  sharply  contended  for.       iv.  A    Catalogue  of    the    interesting   and 


460  THE  DRAWING  ROOM. 


• 


thousand  eight  hundred  and  eleven ;  and  without  touching 
upon  Ithe  collections  of  living  Bibliomaniacs^  or  fore- 
telling what  may  be  the  future  ravages  of  the  Biblio- 
mania in  the  course  of  only  the  next  dozen  years,  I 
think  it  proper  to  put  an  end  to  my  Book-Collbcting 

emriaiu   hutorical   and  biographical  part  of    the  Libbabt  or  A    OEllTLBlJJl, 
particularly  interesting,  during  the  redgn  of  Elizabeth,  the  grand  rebelUon,  the 
usurpation,  restoration,  and  abdication,  fta,  sold  by  auction  by  Leigh  and 
Sotbeby,  in  May,  1809,  8vo.    Only  806  articles ;  but  a  singularly  curioaa  and 
elegant  collection  :  the  catalogue  of  which  I  strongly  recommend  to  all  'onrioufl, 
prying,  and  inquisiUve*  bibliomaniacs.      The  first  half  of  the  ensuing  year,  1810, 
was  yet  more  distinguished  for  the  seal  an||  energy — shall  I  say  MADHSBSf — 
displayed  at  Book-Auotions.     The  sale  of  Mr.  Oough's   books  exdted    an 
unusual  ferment  among  English  antiquaries :  but  the  sale  of  a  more  extendTe^ 
and  truly  beautifully  classical,  collection  in  Pall  Mall,  excited  still  stronger 
sensations.    As  tlie  prieet  for  some  of  the  articles  sold  in  the  Oough  ooUeotlon 
have  already  been  printed  in  the  OenUeman*t  Maganiu,  voL  Ixxz.,  pt  iL,  and 
as  those  for  which  some  of  the  latter  collection  were  sold,  appeared  in  the  4th 
number  of  Jlia  Clauieal  Journal,  it  only  remains  for  me  to  subjoin  the  following 
account.      i.  A  Catalogue  of  the  entire  and  valuable  Library  {with  the  exoepUim 
q/  (Ae  department  qf  Topography,    bequeathed  to  the  Bodleian  Library)  tqf  that 
eminent  antiquary,  Bichard  Gouoh,  Esq.,  deceased,  &c.,  sold  by  auctioa  by 
Leigh  and  Sotheby,  April,  1810,  8to.— 4082  articles.     The  Maihtbcbiftb  ood* 
elude  the  catalogue,  at  no.  4873.    Prefixed  to  the  printed  books,  there  is  an 
account  of  the  collector,  Mr.  Gough,  executed  by  the  faithful  pen  of  Mr.  Nichols. 
My  own  humble  opinion  of  this  celebrated  antiquary  has  already  been  before 
the  public :   Typog.  Antiquit.,  vol.  i.,  21.    IL    A  Qatalogue  of  books  eontainiMj^ 
all  the  rare,  useful,  and  valuaMe  puhlicationt  in  every  department  qf  Literaiuft, 
from  the  Jirtt  invention  of  Printing  to  the  present  time,  all  of  ukith  are  in  the 
mod  perfect  condition,  dsc  :   sold  by  auction  by  Mr.  Jeffery,  May,  1810,  8to. — 
4809  articles.     Another  Catalogue  of  the  same  collection,  elegantly  printed  in 
royal  octavo,  but  omitting  the  auctioneer's  notices  of  the  relative  value   of 
certain  editions,  was  published  by  Mr.    Constable  of  Edinbuxigh,   bookseUer: 
with  the  prices  and  purchasers'  names  subjoined :  and  of  which  it  is  said  only 
250  oopies  are  printed.    The  Rev.  Mb.  Heath  is  reported  to  have  been  \h»^ 
owner  of  this  tnily  select  and  sumptuous  classical  library :  the  sale  of  which 
piy)dnced  90002.    Never  did  the  bibliomaniac's  eye  alight  upon  'sweeter  copies^ — 
as  the  phrase  is ;  and  never  did  the  bibliomaniacal  barometer  rise  higher  than 
at  this  sale  I    The  most  marked  phrensy  characterized  it.    A  copy  of  the  Editio 
Prinoeps  of  Homer  (by  no  means  a  first-rate  one)  brought  92/. :  and  all  the 
Aldinb  Classics  produced  such  an  electricity  of  sensation  that  buyers  stu^ 
at  nothing  to  embrace  them !    Do  not  let  it  hence  be  said  that  Uack-leUer  lor^ 
is  the  only  fashionable  pursuit  of  the  present  age  of  book-collectors.    This  sale 
may  be  haUed  as  the  omen  of  better  and  brighter  prospects  in  Literature  in 
general:   and  many  a  useful  philological  work,  although   printed  in  the  Latin 
or  Italian  binguage — and  which  had  been  sleeping,  unmolested,  upon  a  book- 
seller's shelf  these  dozen  years—will  now  start  up  from  its  slumber,  and  walk. 
abroad  in  a  new  atmosphere,  and  be  noticed  and  'made  much  of.' 
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History,  and  more  especially  to  this  long  trial  of  your 
anricolar  patience. 

LoREN.  A  thousand  thanks  for  your  exertions ! 
Although  your  fiiend,  with  whom  you  are  on  a  visit, 
knows  pretty  well  the  extent  of  my  bibliographical 
capacity,  and  that  there  have  been  many  parts  in  your 
narrative  which  were  somewhat  familiar  to  me,  yet,  upon 
the  whole,  there  has  been  a  great  deal  more  of  novelty, 
and,  in  this  novelty,  of  solid  instruction.  Sincerely, 
therefore  Lysander,  I  here  oflfer  you  my  heart-felt  thanks. 

Lysand.  I  receive  them  as  cordially :  from  an  assur- 
ance that  my  digressions  have  been  overlooked;  or,  if 
noticed,  forgiven.  It  would  be  gross  vanity,  and  grosser 
fiedsehood,  to  affirm  that  the  discourse  of  this  day,  on  my 
part,  has  given  anything  like  a  full  and  explicit  history 
of  all  the  most  eminent  book-collectors  and  patrons  of 
Learning  which  have  reflected  such  lustre  upon  the 
literary  annals  of  our  country : — !No,  Lorenzo :  a  com- 
plete account,  or  a  perfect  description,  of  these  illus- 
trious characters  would  engage  a  conversation,  not  for 
one  day — but  one  week.  Yet  I  have  made  the  most  of 
the  transient  hour,  and,  by  my  enthusiasm,  have  perhaps 
.  atoned  for  my  deficiency  of  information. 

Lis.  But  cannot  you  resume  this  conversation  on 
the  morrow  ? 

Lysand.  My  stay  with  our  friend  is  short,  and  I  know 
not  how  he  means  to  dispose  of  me  to-morrow.  But  I 
have  done — certainly  done — with  Personal  History  ! 

Here  I  terminate  my  aniwtatioTi  labours  relating  to  anecdotes  of  Book- 
OoLLBOTOBS,  and  accouvtb  of  Book- Auctions.  Unless  I  am  greatly  deceived^ 
theee  labours  have  not  been  thrown  away.  They  may  serve,  as  well  to  awaken 
curiosity  in  regard  to  yet  further  interesting  memoranda  respeoting  scholars,  as 
to  shew  the  progressive  value  of  books,  and  the  increase  of  the  disease  called  the 
Bibliomania.  Some  of  the  most  curious  volumes  in  English  literature  have 
in  these  notes,  be^i  duly  recorded ;  nor  can  I  conclude  such  a  laborious,  though 
hnmble,  task,  without  indulging  a  fond  hope  that  this  account  will  bo  consulted 
by  all  those  who  make  book -collecting  their  amusement.  But  it  is  now  timo 
to  rise  up,  with  the  company  described  in  the  text,  and  to  put  on  my  hat 
and  gieat-ooat.  So  I  make  my  bow,  wishing,  with  V Envoy  at  the  close  of 
Mabmion, 

To  all,  to  each,  a  fair  good  night. 

And  pleaalng  dream*,  and  slumbers  light 
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Lor  EN.  That  may  be.  Yet  there  are  other  depart- 
ments of  the  Bibliomania  which  may  be  successfblly 
discussed.  The  weather  will  probably  be  fine,  and  let 
us  enjoy  a  morning  cofwersazione  in  the  Alcove  ? 

Belin.  Surely,  Lysander  may  find  something  in  the 
fruitful  pigeon-holes  of  his  imagination — as  the  AbM 
Sieyes  uscmcI  to  do — ^from  which  he  may  draw  forth  some 
system  or  other  ? 

Alman.  You  have  all  talked  loudly  and  learnedly  of 
the  Book-Disease  ;  but  I  wish  to  know  whether  a  mere 
collector  of  books  be  a  bibliomaniac  ? 

Lysand.  Certainly  not.  There  are  Symptoms  of  this 
disease  vntJdn  the  very  books  themselves  of  a  biblio- 
maniac. 

Alman.    And  pray  what  are  these  ? 

Lysand.  Alas,  madam! — why  are  you  so  unreason- 
able ?  And  how,  after  knowing  that  I  have  harrangued 
for  more  than  *  seven  hours*  by  Westminster  clock* — 
how  can  you  have  the  conscience  to  call  upon  me  to 
protract  the  oration  ?  The  night  has  already  melted  into 
morning ;  and  I  suppose  grey  twilight  is  discoverable 
upon  the  summit  of  the  hills.  I  am  exhausted  ;  and  long 
for  repose.     Indeed,  I  must  wish  you  all  a  good  night. 

Belin.  But  you  promise  to  commence  your  symp- 
tomatic harangue  on  the  morrow  ? 

Lysand.  If  my  slumbers  are  sound,  lady  fair,  and  I 
rise  tolerably  recruited  in  strength,  I  will  surely  make 
good  my  promise.     Again,  good  night ! 

Belin.  Sir,  a  very  good  night :  and  let  our  best  thanks 
follow  you  to  your  pillow. 

Alman.    Remember,  as  you   sink   to  repose,  what  a 
^jiantity  of  good   you   have  done,  by  having  imparted 
g^^^ljaseful  information. 

Lyi^^*^-  ^  ^'^^^  carry  your  best  wishes,  and  grateful 
mention  ^^  ™y  P^^^  labours,  with  mc  to  my  orisons. 
Adieu  !-'d..very  Jate. 

N  — 

Here  the  c3?P*"y  broke  up.  Lisardo  slept  at  Lo- 
renzo's.    PhilemSi-?"^    Lysander  accompanied   me    to 
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my  home;  and  as  we  past  Lorenzo's  outer  gate,  asd 
looked  backward  upon  the  highest  piece  of  rising  ground, 
we  fancied  we  saw  the  twilight  of  morning.  Never  was 
a  mortal  more  heartily  thanked  for  his  colloquial  exer- 
tions than  waa  Lysander.  On  reaching  home,  as  we 
separated  for  our  respective  chambers,  we  shook  hands 
most  cordially ;  and  my  eloquent  guest  returned  the 
squeeze,  in  a  manner  which  seemed  to  tell  that  he  had 
no  greater  happiness  at  heart  than  that  of  finding  a 
reciprocity  of  sentiment  among  those  whom  he  tenderly 
esteemed.  At  this  moment,  wc  could  have  given  to  each 
other  the  choicest  volume  in  our  libraries ;  and  I  re- 
gretted that  I  had  not  contrived  to  put  my  black-morocco 
copy  of  the  small  Aldine  Petrarch,  printed  upon  vblluu, 
nndcr  Lysander's  pillow,  as  a  '  Pignus  Amicitise.' — But 
we  were  all  to  assemble  together  in  Lorenzo's  Alcove 
on  the  morrow ;  and  this  thought  gave  me  such  lively 
pleasure  that  I  did  not  close  my  eyes  'till  the  clock  • 
had  ^struck  five.    Such  arc  the  bed-luxuries  of  a  Biblio- 
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**  One  fltttb  thla  booke  Is  too  long :  anoChar,  too  short :  the  third,  of  dne 
length :  and  for  fine  phrase  and  style,  the  like  [of]  that  booke  was 
not  made  a  great  whUe.  It  la  all  lies,  said  another ;  the  booke  Is 
Starke  naught*' 

Choke  0/ Change;  1S86. 4to.,  sign.  N.  L 
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tIOFTLY  blew  the 
breeze,  and  merrily 
suiifr  the  lark,  wbcn 
Lisardo  quitted  bis 
bed  -  chamber  at  seven 
ill  tbc  niomin|r,  and 
liiii^,'  lustily  atmyouter 
iinXc  tur  ud mission.  So 
ciirly  a  visitor  put  the 
whole  house  in  eoni- 
niotion ;  nor  wius  it 
without  bcU'^ijiiii;  Miiiii-  murks  of  pcevisbnetw  and 
irritability  ihiU,  on  bcin;,'  inliinned  of  bis  arrival,  1 
sent  word  by  the  servant  to  know  what  mifiht  be 
the  cause  of  snrh  an  intemiptJon.  The  reader  will 
readily  torfjivc  this  trait  of  harshness  and  preci- 
pitancy, on  my  part,  when  he  is  informed  that  I 
was  then  just  enjoying'  the  "  honey  dew"  of  sleep, 
after  many  wakeful  and  restless  hours. 

Lisardo's  name  was  announced:  and  his  voice, 
conveyed  in  the  sound  of  sonjf-sinfjing,  from  the 
bottom  of  tlif  irai-ttcii,  lell  tlie  name  of  the    visitor 
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no  longer  in  doubt.  I  made  an  effort^  and  sprung:  from 
my  bed ;  and,  on  looking  through  the  Venetian  blinds,  I 
discovered  our  young  bibliomaniacal  convert  with  a  book 
sticking  out  of  his  pocket,  another  half  qpened  in  his 
hand  (upon  which  his  eyes  were  occasionally  cast), 
and  a  third  kept  firmly  under  his  left  arm.  I  thrust 
my  head,  "  night-cap,  tassel  and  all,"  out  of  window, 
and  hailed  him  ;  not,  however,  before  a  delicious  breeze, 
wafted  over  a  bed  of  mignonette,  had  electrified  me  in 
a  manner  the  most  agreeable  imaginable. 

Lisardo  heard,  and  hailed  me  in  return.  His  eyes 
sparkled  with  joy ;  his  step  was  quick  and  elastic ;  and 
an  unusual  degree  of  animation  seemed  to  pervade  his 
whole  frame.  "  Here,"  says  he,  "  here  is  The  British 
Bibliographer*  in  my  hand,  a  volume  of  Mr.  Beloe's 
Anecdotes  of  literature  and  Scarce  Books  in  my  pocket, 
while  another,  of  Mr.  D'Israeli's  Curiosities  of  literature^ 
is  kept  snugly  under  my  arm,  as  a  corps  de  reserve,  or 
raUying  point.  If  these  things  savour  not  of  biblio- 
graphy, I  must  despair  of  ever  attaining  to  the  exalted 
character  of  a  Bibliomaniac  !" 

"You  are  up  betimes,"  said  I.  "What  dream  has 
disturbed  your  rest  ?"  "  None"  replied  he ;  "  but  the 
most  delightful  visions  have  appeared  to  me  during  my 
sleep.  Since  you  left  Lorenzo's,  I  have  sipt  nectar  with 
Leland,  and  drunk  punch  with  Bagford.  Bichard 
Murray  has  given  me  a  copy  of  Rastell's  Pastime  of 
People^']:  and  Thomas  Britton  has  bequeathed  to  me  an 
entire  library  of  the  Rosicrusian  f  philosophy.  More- 
over, the  venerable    form    of  Sir    Thomas  Bodley    has 

*  The  British  Bibliographer  is  a  X)eriodical  publication ;  being  a  oon^uation 
of  a  similar  work  un4er  the  less  popular  title  of  TKe  Centura  LOeraria ;  con- 
cerning which  see  p.  52,  ante.  It  is  a  pity  that  Mr.  Savage  does  not  continae 
his  BrUith  Librarian ;  (of  which  18  numbers  are  already  published)  as  it  forms 
a  creditable  supplement  to  Oldys's  work  under  a  similar  title ;  vide  p.  61,  ante. 
A  few  of  the  ensuing  numbers  might  be  well  devoted  to  an  analysis  of  Sir 
William  Dugdale's  works,  with  correct  lists  of  tho  plates  in  the  same. 

f  The  reader  may  have  met  with  some  slight  notices  of  this  curious  work  in 
pp.  331 ;  887;  886;  392 ;  417;  ante. 
X  See  p.  882,  ante. 
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approached  me ;  reminding  me  of  my  solemn  promise  to 
spend  a  few  autumnal  weeks,*  in  the  ensuing  year,  with- 
in the  precincts  of  his  grand  library.  In  short,  half 
the  bibliomaniacs,  whom  Lysander  so  enthusiastically 
commended  last  night,  have  paid  their  devoirs  to  me  in 
my  dreams,  and  nothing  could  be  more  handsome  than 
their  conduct  towards  me." 

This  discourse  awakened  my  friends,  Lysander  and 
Philemon ;  who  each,  from  different  rooms,  put  their 
heads  out  of  window,  and  hailed  the  newly -risen  sun 
with  night  caps  which  might  have  been  mistaken  for 
Persian  turbans.  Such  an  unexpected  sight  caused 
Lisardo  to  burst  out  into  a  fit  of  laughter,  and  to  banter 
my  guests  in  his  usual  strain  of  vivacity.  But  on  our 
promising  him  that  we  would  speedily  join  his  peripatetic 
bibliographical  reveries,  he  gave  a  turn  towards  the  left, 
and  was  quickly  lost  in  a  grove  of  Acacia  and  Laurus- 
tinus.  For  my  part,  instead  of  keeping  this  promise,  I 
instinctively  sought  my  bed ;  and  found  the  observa- 
tion of  Franklin, — of  air-bathing  being  favourable  to 
slumber, — abundantly  verified — ^for  I  was  hardly  settled 
under  the  clothes  'ere  I  fell  asleep :  and,  leaving  my 
guests  to  make  good  their  appointment  with  my  visitor, 
I  enjoyed  a  sweet  slumber  of  more  than  two  hours. 

As  early  rising  produces  a  keen  appetite  for  bodily, 
as  well  as  mental,  gratification,  I  found  my  companions 
clamorous  for  their  breakfast.  A  little  before  ten  o'clock, 
we  were  all  prepared  to  make  a  formal  attack  upon 
muffins,  cake,  coffee,  tea,  eggs,  and  cold  tongue.  The 
window  was  thrown  open  ;  and  through  the  branches  ot 
the  clustering  vine,  which  covered  the  upper  part  of  it, 
the  sun  shot  a  warmer  ray ;  while  the  spicy  fragrance 
from  surrounding  parterres,  and  jessamine  bowers,  made 
even  such  bibliomaniacs  as  my  guests  forgetful  of  the 
gaily  -  coated  volumes  which  surrounded  them.  At 
length  the  conversation  was  systematically  commenced 
on  the  part  of  Lysander. 

Lysand.    To-morrow,  Philemon  and  myself  take  our 

*  See  p.  49,  ante. 
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departure.  We  would  willingly  have  staid  the  week  ; 
but  business  of  a  pressing  nature  calls  him  to  Manches^ 
ter — and  myself  to  Bristol  and  Exeter. 

Lis.  Some  bookseller^*  I  warrant,  has  published  a 
thumping  catalogue  at  each  of  these  places.  Ha! — 
here  I  have  you,  sober-minded  Lysander!  You  are  as 
arrant  a  book-madman  as  any  of  those  renowned  biblio- 
maniacs whom  you  celebrated  yesterday  evening! — Yet, 
if  you  love  me,  take  me  with  you  !  My  pistoles  are  not 
exhausted. 

Phil.  Peace,  Lisardo ! — but  you  are,  in  truth,  a  bit 
of  a  prophet.  It  is  even  as  you  surmise.  We  have  each 
received  a  forwarded  letter,  informing  us  of  very  choice 
and  copious  collections  of  books  about  to  be  sold  at 
these  respective  places.  While  I  take  my  departure  for 
Mr.  Ford  of  Manchester,  Lorenzo  is  about  to  visit  the 
book-treasures  of  Mr.  Dyer  of  Exeter,  and  Mr.  Gutch 
of  Bristol: — but,  indeed,  were  not  this  the  case,  our 
abode  here  must  terminate  on  the  morrow. 

Lis.  I  suppose  the  names  you  have  just  mentioned 
describe  the  principal  booksellers  at  the  several  places 
you  intend  visiting. 

Lysand.  Even  so :  yet  I  will  make  no  disparaging' 
comparisons.t    We  speak  only  of  what  has  come  within 

*  I  ought  to  bare  noticed,  under  Lysander's  eulogy  upon  London  Booktdlen 
(see  p.  808,  ante)  the  very  handsome  manner  in  which  Mr.  Boscoe  alludes  to 
their  valuable  catalogues — as  having  been  of  service  to  him  in  directing  his 
researches  into  foreign  literature.  His  words  are  these :  *'  The  rich  and  extensive 
Catalogues  published  by  Edwards,  Payne,  and  other  London  Booksdlers,  who 
have  of  late  years  diligently  sought  for,  and  imported  into  England,  whatever 
is  curious  or  valuable  in  foreign  literatnre,  have  also  contributed  to  the  success 
of  my  inquiries.**    Lorenzo  de  Medici  :  pref.  p.  XX vn.,  edit.  1800,  8vo. 

f  Lysander  is  right  Since  the  note  upon  Mr.  Ford's  catalogue  of  1810  was 
written  (see  p.  123,  ante),  the  same  bookseller  has  put  forth  another  voluminous 
catalogue,  of  nine  thousand  and  odd  articles;  forming,  with  the  preceding, 
15,729  lots.  This  is  doing  wonders  for  a  provincial  town  ;  and  that  a  eommer' 
eial  one  1 !  Of  Mr.  Gutch's  spirit  and  enterprise  some  mention  has  been  made  before 
at  p.  404,  ante.  He  is,  as  yet,  hardly  mellowed  in  his  business ;  but  a  few  years 
only  will  display  him  as  thoroughly  ripened  as  any  of  his  brethren.  He  comes 
from  a  worthy  stock;  long  known  at  our  Alma  MaUr  Oxoniensis;. — and  as  a 
dutiful  son  of  my  University  Mother,  and  in  common  with  every  one  who  is 
acquainted  with  his  respectable  family,  I  wish  him  all  the  success  which  ho 
merits.     Mr.  George  Dyer  of  Exeter  is  a  distinguishod  vtieran  in  the  book-trade  : 
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GOr  limited  esperience.  There  may  be  many  brave  and 
sagacious  bibliopolists  whose  &me  has  not  reached  oar 
ears,  nor  perhaps  has  any  one  of  the  present  circle  ever 
heard   of  the   late   Mr,    Miller   of  Bungay  ;*   who,  as  I 

his  catalogue  of  1810,  in  two  puis,  oont^mng  I0,MC  aiticlea,  ba*,  1  think,  nner 
boen  equalled  by  th&t  of  sny  proTiocial  bookaeUer,  for  the  nlua  and  nngolarity 
of  the  greater  number  of  the  Tolamm  described  in  it.  Aa  Lyaandar  bad 
manljaned  the  foregoing  book-veadiag  gentlemen,  I  ooaoelTed  myself  jostlBed 
Id  appaiding  thla  note.  I  could  apeak  with  pieasure  and  profit  of  the  cataloguea 
of  booknllsn  to  the  north  qf  tit  Ttweit— <we  p.'  116,  ante);  bat  tor  fear  of 
awikSn^  all  the  frightful  poraons  of  wrath,  jeoloiuy,  eory— I  itop  :  dwnlaring, 
from  the  bottom  of  my  heart,  in  the  Unguoge  of  an  anld  □orthani  bard  : 

1  bait  ItatUrla  ;  ud  loto  WDOriia  plaos, 

And  tuullkctlc  luguacs,  I  deljte  : 

(Quad  ValiUr  AUaandtr  ArioOauit,  In  a»u  Un.) 

*  Then  ii  aometliing  ao  original  in  the  bibliomanical  diaraoter  of  the  libor*- 
mentioDed  Mr.  Miller  that  I  tniat  the  reader  will  forgive  my  vying  a  word  or 
two  oonceniing  bim.  Thomai  Miller  of  Bungay,  in  Suffolk,  was  bom  in  1731, 
and  died  in  1S04.  He  was  put  apprentice  to  a  grooer  in  Norwich  :  but  neitliar 
tbe  fragrance  of  spioes  and  teas,  nor  the  JuaciaunieaH  of  phuna  and  Sga,  could 
seduce  young  Uiller  from  his  darling  psasion  of  reading,  and  of  buying  odd 
Tolnmes  of  tbe  Oe>itUma»*t  and  Uniiwial  Magadiu  with  his  spore  money. 
His  gaEiiOB  was,  bowerer,  aufficiantly  versatilo  to  embrace  both  tradea ;  for  in 
17CS,  he  set  up  for  himaelf  in  the  ohanioter  of  Qrocer  and  Boottettrr.  I  Ima 
heard  Mr.  Otridge,  of  the  Strand,  discourse  moat  eloquently  upon  the  brilliant 
UBDner  in  which  Mr.  Miller  conducted  bis  complicated  ooncems ;  and  wbichi 
latterly,  were  devoted  entirely  to  the  BibHomania.  Although  Bungay  wai  too 
small  and  obscure  for  a  spirit  like  'Miller's  to  disclose  ita  full  powers,  yet  he 
continued  Id  it  till  bis  death ;  and  added  a  lore  of  portrait  and  coin,  to  Idiat 
of  book,  oolleotiog.  For  fifty  years  bis  stock,  in  these  twin  departmeotfl,  was 
oopious  and  respectable ;  and  notwithstanding  total  blindness,  which  afflioted 
bim  during  the  laat  rix  yeara  of  his  life,  he  displayed  uncommon  oheerfulnoa, 
activi^,  and  even  skill  in  knowing  where  tbe  different  classes  of  books  weia 
eiTanged  in  liis  shop.  Mr.  Miller  was  a  warm  loyalist,  and  an  enthuaiaatio 
admirer  of  Mr.  Pitt.  In  179G,  wbeo  provincial 
copper  coins  were  very  prevalent,  our  biUioma  ' 
caused  a  die  of  bims^  to  be  struck ;  intending  to 
strike  aome  impreadonB  of  it  upon  gold  and  silver, 
aa  well  aa  upon  oopper.  He  began  with  the  latter ; 
and  the  die  breakiug  when  only  2S  impressions  were 
struck  off,  Miller,  in  the  true  s[Hrit  Of  nomismaticol 
virti,  declined  having  a  fresh  one  made.  View  ' 
here,  gentle  reader,  a  wood. cot  Iftken  Irom  the 
same  :  "  This  coin,  which  is  very  finely  engraved, 
and  bean  a  strong  profile  likencM  of  himself,  is 
known  to  collectors  by  the  name  of  'TnB  Mnira  HiLFPBKux.'  Mr.  Miller 
was  extremely  careful  into  whose  haoda  the  impresaioaB  went;  and  they  are 
now  become  so  rare  as  to  produce  at  sales  from  three  to  five  iKuineaa."  OtHtU- 
'     ;  voL  Izxiv.,  p.  601. 
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remember  my  father  to  have  said,  in  spite  of  blindness 
and  multifarious  occupations,  attached  himself  to  the 
book -selling  trade  with  inconceivable  ardour  and  sac- 
oess.    But  a  word,  Lisardo  ! 

Lis.    Twenty,  if  you  please. 

Lysand.  What  are  become  of  Malvolio's  busts  and 
statues,  of  which  you  were  so  solicitous  to  attend  the 
sale,  not  long  ago  ? 

Lis.  I  care  not  a  brass  farthing  for  them: — only  I 
do  rather  wish  that  I  had  purchased  the  Count  de  Neny's 
Catalogue  qf  the  Printed  Books  and  Manscripts  m  ike 
Royal  Library  of  France.  That  golden  opportunity  is 
irrevocably  lost ! 

Phil.  You  wished  for  these  books,  to  set  fire  to 
them  perhaps — keeping  up  the  ancient  custom  so 
solemnly  established  by  your  father?* 

Lis.  No  more  of  this  heart-rending  subject!  I 
thought  I  had  made  ample  atonement. 

Lysand.  'Tis  true:  and  so  we  forgive  and  forget. 
Happy  change ! — and  all  hail  this  salubrious  morning, 
which  witnesses  the  complete  and  effectual  conversion 
.  of  Lisardo !  Instead  of  laughing  at  our  book-hobbies, 
and  ridiculing  all  bibliographical  studies — which,  even 
by  a  bibliogfrapher  in  the  dry  department  of  the  law, 
have  been  rather  eloquently  defended  and  enforced  * 
— behold  this  young  bibliomaniacal  chevalier,  not 
daunted  by  the  rough  handling  of  a  London  Book- 
Auction,  anxious  to  mount  his  courser,  and  scour  the 
provincial  fields  of  bibliography !  Happy  change ! 
From  my  heart  I  congratulate  you  ! 

Lis.    From  the  bottom  of  mine,  I  congratulate  you^ 

*  The  reader  may  not  object  to  turn  for  one  moment  to  p.  27,  ante. 

•f*  «Oar  nation  (says  Mr.  Bridgeman)  has  been  too  inattentivo  to  biblio- 
graphica]  criticisms  and  enquiries  ;  for,  generally,  the  English  reader  is  obliged 
to  resort  to  foreign  writers  to  satisfy  his  mind  as  to  the  value  of  authors.  It  be- 
hoTes  us,  howoTer,  to  consider  that  there  is  not  a  more  useful,  or  a  more  desirable 
branch  of  education  than  a  knowledge  of  books  ;  which,  being  correctly  attained, 
and  judiciously  exercised,  will  prove  the  touchstone  of  intrinsic  merit,  and  have 
the  effect  of  saving  many  a  spotless  page  from  prostitution."  Lt^al  Bibliography  ; 
1807,  8vo.    (To  the  reader.) 
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Lysander,  upon  the  resuming  of  your  wonted  spirits !  * 
I  had  imagined  that  the  efforts  of  yesterday  would 
have  completely  exhausted  you.  How  rapturously  do 
I  look  forward  for  the  Symptoms  op  thb  Bibliomania 
to  be  told  this  morning  in  Lorenzo's  Algovb!  You 
have  not  forgotten  your  promise ! 

Lysand.  No,  indeed ;  but  if  I  am  able  to  do  justice 
to  the  elucidation  of  so  important  a  subject,  it  will 
be  in  consequence  of  having  enjoyed  a  placid, 
though  somewhat  transient,  slumber:  notwithstanding 
the  occurrence  of  a  very  uncommon  dream  I 

Lis.  '^  I  dreamt  a  dream  last  night ;"  which  has 
been  already  told — but  what  was  yours  ? 

Lysand.  Nay,  it  is  silly  to  entertain  one  another 
with  stories  of  phantastic  visions  of  the  night.  I  have 
known  the  most  placid-bosomed  men  grow  downright 
angry  at  the  very  introduction  of  such  a  discourse. 

Phil.  That  may  be ;  but  we  have,  luckily,  no  such 
ptacidly-moulded  bosoms  in  the  present  society.  I  love 
this  sort  of  gossipping  during  breakfast,  of  all  things. 
If  our  host  permit,  do  give  us  your  dream,  Lysander  ! 

Lis.    The  dream  ! — The  dream  ! — I  entreat  you. 

Lysand.  I  fear  you  will  fall  asleep,  and  dream 
yourself,  before  the  recital  of  it  be  concluded.  But  I 
will  get  through  it  as  well  as  I  can. 

Methought  I  was  gently  lifted  from  the  ground  into 
the  air  by  a  being  of  very  superior  size,  but  of  an 
inexpressible  sweetness  of  countenance.  Although 
astonished  by  the  singularity  of  my  situation,  I  was  far 
from  giving  way  entirely  to  fear ;  but,  with  a  mixture 
of  anxiety  and  resignation,  awaited  the  issue  of  the 
event.  My  Guide  or  Protector  (for  so  this  being  must 
now  be  called)  looked  upon  me  with  an  air  of  tenderness, 
mingled  with  reproof;  intimating,  as  I  conceived,  that 
the  same  superior  Power,  which  had  thus  transported 
me  above  my  natural  element,  would  of  necessity  keep 
me  in  safety.    This  quieted  my  apprehensions. 

We  had   travelled  together  through  an  immensity  of 
space,  and  could  discover  the  world  below  as  one  small 
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darkened  spot,  when  my  Guide  interrupted  the  awful 
silence  that  had  been  preserved,  by  the  following' 
exclamation:  ''Approach,  O  man,  the  place  of  thy 
destination — compose  thy  perturbed  spirits,  and  let  all 
thy  senses  be  awakened  to  a  proper  understanding  of 
the  scene  which  thou  art  about  to  behold."  So  saying^^ 
he  moved  along  with  an  indescribable  velocity;  and 
while  my  eyes  were  dazzled  by  an  unusual  effulgence  of 
light,  I  found  myself  at  rest  upon  a  solid  seat — formed 
of  crystal,  of  prodigious  magnitude. 

My  guide  then  fixed  himself  at  my  right  hand,  and 
after  a  vehement  ejaculation,  accompanied  by  gestures, 
which  had  the  effect  of  enchantment  upon  me,  he 
extended  a  sceptre  of  massive  gold,  decorated  with 
emeralds  and  sapphires.  Immediately  there  rose  up  a 
Mirror  of  gigantic  dimensions,  around  which  was 
inscribed,  in  fifty  languages,  the  word  "Truth."  I 
sat  in  mute  astonishment.  "Examine,"  said  my 
Guide,  with  a  voic$  the  most  encouraging  imaginable, 
"  examine  the  objects  reflected  upon  the  surface  of  this 
mirror."  "  There  are  none  that  are  discernible  to  my 
eyes,"  I  replied.  "Thou  shalt  soon  be  gratified  then," 
resumed  this  extraordinary  being  {with  a  severe  smile 
upon  his  countenance),  "  but  first  let  me  purge  thine 
eyes  from  those  films  of  prejudice  which,  in  the  world 
you  inhabit,  are  apt  to  intercept  the  light  of  Truth." 
He  then  took  a  handftil  of  aromatic  herbs,  and,  rubbing 
them  gently  upon  my  temples,  gave  me  the  power  of 
contemplating,  with  perfect  discernment,  the  objects 
before  me. 

Wonderful  indeed  was  this  scene :  for  upon  the 
surface  of  the  Mirror  the  whole  world  seemed  to  be 
reflected!  At  first,  I  could  not  controul  my  feelings: 
but,  like  a  child  that  springs  forward  to  seize  an  object 
greatly  beyond  its  grasp,  I  made  an  effort  to  leave  my 
seat,  and  to  mingle  in  the  extraordinary  scene.  Here, 
however,  my  g^de  interfered — and,  in  a  manner  the 
most  peremptory  and  decisive,  forbade  all  further  par- 
ticipation  of  it.      "  View   it    attentively,"     replied    he. 
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**and  impress  firmly  on  thy  memory  what  thou  shalt 
see — it  may  solace  thee  the  remainder  of  thy  days." 

The  auUioritative  air,  with  which  these  words  were 
delivered,  quite  repressed  and  unnerved  me.  1  obeyed, 
and  intently  viewed  the  objects  before  me.  The  first 
thing  that  surprised  me  was  the  representation  of  all 
the  metropolitan  cities  of  Europe.  London,  Paris, 
Vienna,  Berlin,  and  Petersburg,  in  particular,  occupied 
my  attention ;  and,  what  was  still  more  surprising,  I 
seemed  to  be  perfect  master  of  every  event  going  on 
in  them — but  more  particularly  of  the  transactions  of 
Bodies  Corporate,  I  saw  Presidents  in  their  chairs, 
with  Secretaries  and  Treasurers  by  their  sides;  and 
to  whatever  observations  were  made*  the  most  implicit 
attention  was  paid.  Here,  an  eloquent  Lecturer  was 
'declaiming  upon  the  beauty  of  morality,  and  the 
deformity  of  vice:  there,  a  scientific  Professor  was 
onlocking  the  hidden  treasures  of  nature,  and  explain- 
ing how  Providence,  in  all  its  measures,  was  equally 
wonderful  and  wise.  The  experiments  which  ensued, 
and  which  corroborated  his  ingenious  and  profound 
remarks,  suspended  a  well-informed  audience  in  rap- 
turous attention ;  which  was  followed  by  instinctive 
bursts  of  applause. 

Again  I  turned  my  eyes,  and,  contiguous  to  this 
scene,  viewed  the  proceedings  of  two  learned  sister 
Societies,  distinguished  for  their  labours  in  Philosophy 
and  Antiqtdty.  Methought  I  saw  the  spirits  of  Newton 
and  of  DuGDALE,  looking  down  with  complacency 
upon  them,  and  congratulating  each  other  upon  the 
general  progress  of  civUization  since  they  had  ceased 
to  mingle  among  men.  "  These  institutions,"  observed 
my  Guide,  "  form  the  basis  of  rational  knowledge,  and 
are  the  source  of  innumerable  comforts :  for  the  nuiny 
are  benefitted  by  the  researches  and  experiments  of  the 
few.  It  is  easy  to  laugh  at  such  societies,  but  it  is  not 
quite  so  easy  to  remedy  the  inconveniences  which  would 
be  felt,  if  they  were  extinct.  Nations  become  powerful 
in  proportion  to  their  wisdom;    it   has  uniformly  been 


476  THE  ALCOVE. 

found  that  where  philosophers  lived,  and  learned  men 
wrote,  there  the  arts  have  flourished,  and  heroism  and 
patriotism  have  prevailed.  True  it  is  that  discrepancies 
will  sometimes  interrupt  the  harmony  of  public  bodies. 
But  why  is  perfection  to  be  expected,  where  every  thing 
must  necessarily  be  imperfect  ?  It  is  the  duty  of  man 
to  make  the  nearest  approaches  to  public  and  private 
happiness.  And  if,  as  with  a  sponge,  he  wipe  away 
such  establishments,  genius  has  little  incentive  to 
exertion,  and  merit  has  still  less  hope  of  reward.  Now 
cast  your  eyes  on  a  different  scene." 

I  obeyed,  and,  within  the  same  city,  saw  a  great 
number  of  Asylums  and  Institutions  for  the  ignorant 
and  helpless.  I  saw  youth  instructed,  age  protected, 
the  afflicted  comforted,  and  the  diseased  cured.  My 
emotions  at  this  moment  were  wonderfully  strong — ^they 
were  perceived  by  my  guide,  who  immediately  begg^ 
of  me  to  consider  the  manner  by  which  epidemic  maUtSeS 
were  prevented  or  alleviated,  and  especially  how  the  most 
fatal  of  them  had  been  arrested  in  its  progress.  I  atten- 
tively examined  the  objects  before  me,  and  saw  thousands 
of  smiling  children  and  enraptured  mothers  walking 
confidently  'midst  plague  and  death  !  I  saw  them,  happy 
in  the  protection  which  had  been  afforded  them  by  the 
most  useful  and  most  nutritious  of  animals  !  "  Enough,'' 
exclaimed  my  guide,  ''  thou  seest  here  the  glorious 
result  of  a  philosophical  mind,  gifted  mth  unabatable 
ardour  of  experiment.  Thou  wilt  acknowledge  that, 
compared  with  the  triumph  which  such  a  mind  enjoys, 
the  conquests  of  heroes  are  puerile,  and  the  splendour 
of  monarchy  is  dim !"  During  this  strain,  I  fancied  I 
could  perceive  the  human  being,  alluded  to  by  my  guide, 
retire  apart  in  conversation  with  another  distinguished 
friend  of  humanity,  by  those  unwearied  exertions  the 
condition  of  many  thousand  poor  people  had  been 
meliorated. 

"  There  -is  yet,**  resumed  my  guide,  "  another  scene 
equally  interesting  as  the  preceding.  From  a  pure 
morality  flows  a  pure  religion  :  look   therefore  on   those 
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engaged  in  the  services  of  Christianity,"  I  looked, 
and  saw  a  vast  number  of  my  fellow  -  creatures  prostrate 
in  adoration  before  their  Creator  and  Redeemer.  I 
fancied  I  could  hear  the  last  strains  of  their  hallelujahs 
ascending  to  the  spot  whereon  I  sat  "Observe,"  said 
my  Protector,  "  all  do  not  worship  in  the  same  manner, 
because  all  assent  not  to  the  same  creed ;  but  the  inten- 
tion of  each  may  be  pure :  at  least,  common  charity 
teaches  us  thus  to  think,  till  some  open  act  betray  a 
malignity  of  principle.  Toleration  is  the  vital  spark  of 
religion :  arm  the  latter  with  the  whips  of  persecution, 
and  you  convert  her  into  a  fiend  scattering  terror  and 
dismay!  In  your  own  country  you  enjoy  a  liberty  of 
sentiment  beyond  every  other  on  the  face  of  the  globe. 
Learn  to  be  grateful  for  such  an  inestimable  happiness." 
These  words  had  hardly  escaped  my  guide,  when  I 
was  irresistibly  led  to  look  on  another  part  of  the  Mirror 
where  a  kind  of  imperial  magnificence,  combined  with 
the  severest  discipline,  prevailed.  "You  are  contem- 
plating," resumed  my.  preternatural  Monitor,  "  one  oi 
the  most  interesting  scenes  in  Europe.  See  the  efiect  oi 
revolutionary  commotions!  While  you  view  the  sable 
spirit  of  the  lajst  monarch  of  France  gliding  along,  at  a 
distance,  with  an  air  of  sorrow  and  indignation ;  while 
you  observe  a  long  line  of  legitimate  princes,  exiled 
from  their  native  country,  and  dependant  upon  the  con- 
tributions of  other  powers ;  mark  the  wonderful,  the 
unparalleled  reverse  of  human  events !  and  acknowledge 
that  the  preservation  of  the  finest  specimens  of  art,  the 
acquisition  of  every  thing  which  can  administer  to  the 
wants  of  luxury,  or  decorate  the  splendour  of  a  throne 
— the  acclamations  of  hired  multitudes  or  bribed  senates 
— can  reflect  little  lustre  on  that  character  which 
still  revels  in  the  frantic  wish  of  enslaving  the  world ! 
It  is  true,  you  see  yonder,  Vienna,  Petersburg,  Stock- 
holm, and  Berlin,  bereft  of  their  ancient  splendour,  and 
bowing,  as  it  were,  at  the  feet  of  a  despot — but  had  these 
latter  countries  kept  alive  one  spark  of  that  patriotism 
which  so  much   endears  to  us  the  memories  of  Greece 
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and  Rome — had  they  not,  in  a  g^eat  measure,  become 
disunited  by  factions,  we  might,  even  in  these  days, 
however  degenerate,  have  witnessed  something  like  that 
national  energy  which  was  displayed  in  the  bay  of 
Salamis,  and  on  the  plains  of  Marathon." 

My  Guide  perceiving  me  to  be  quite  dejected  during 
these  remarks,  directed  my  attention  to  another  part  of 
the  Mirror,  which  reflected  the  transactions  of  the 
Western  and  Eastern  world. 

At  first,  a  kind  of  mist  spread  itself  upon  the  glass, 
and  prevented  me  from  distinguishing  any  object  This, 
however,  gradually  dissolved,  and  was  succeeded  by  a 
thick,  black  smoke,  which  involved  every  thing  in  im- 
penetrable obscurity.  Just  as  I  was  about  to  turn  to 
my  g^de,  and  demand  the  explanation  ot  these  appear- 
ances, the  smoke  rolled  away,  and  instantaneously, 
there  flashed  forth  a  thousand  bickering  flames.  "  What," 
cried  I,  "is  the  meaning  of  these  objects?"  "Check, 
for  one  moment,  your  impatience,  and  your  curiosity 
shall  be  gfratified,"  replied  my  guide.  I  then  distinctly 
viewed  thousands  of  Black  Men,  who  had  been  groaning 
under  the  rod  of  oppression,  starting  up  in  all  the 
transport  of  renovated  life,  and  shouting  aloud  "Wb 
ARB  PRBB  ! "  One  tall  commanding  figure,  who  seemed 
to  exercise  the  rights  of  a  chieftain  among  them, 
gathered  many  tribes  around  him,  and  addressed  them 
in  the  following  few,  but  comprehensive,  words  :  "  Coun- 
trymen, it  has  pleased  the  Great  God  above  to  make 
man  instrumental  to  the  freedom  of  his  fellow-creatures. 
While  we  lament  our  past,  let  us  be  grateful  for  our  pre- 
sent, state :  and  never  let  us  cease,  each  revolving  year, 
to  build  an  altar  of  stones  to  the  memory,  of  that  grbat 
and  GOOD  man,  who  hath  principally  been  the  means  of 
our  FREEDOM  PROM  SLAVERY.  No :  wc  will  rcgidarly 
perform  this  solemn  act,  as  long  as  there  shall  remain 
one  pebble  upon  our  shores." 

"  Thus  much,"  resumed  my  Guide,  "  for  the  dawning- 
felicities  of  the  umtem  world :  but  see  how  the  eastern 
empires  are  yet  ignorant  and  unsettled  !"  I  was  about  to 
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tarn  my  eyes  to  Persia  and  India^  to  China  and  Japan, 
wheti  to  my  astonishment,  the  surface  of  the  Mirror 
became  perfectly  blackened,  except  in  some  few  circular 
parts,  which  were  tinged  with  the  colour  of  blood. 
'^  The  future  is  a  fearful  sight,"  said  my  Guide ;  '^  we  are 
forbidden  its  contemplation,  and  can  only  behold  the 
gloomy  appearances  before  us :  they  are  ominous  ones  V* 

My  mind,  on  which  so  many  and  such  various  objects 
had  produced  a  confused  elBfect,  was  quite  overpowered 
and  distracted.  I  leaned  upon  the  arm  of  the  chair, 
and,  covering  my  face  with  my  hands,  became  absorbed 
in  a  thousand  ideas,  when  a  sudden  burst  of  thunder 
made  me  start  from  my  seat — and,  looking  forward,  I 
perceived  that  the  Mirror,  with  all  its  magical  illusions 
had  vanished  away !  My  preternatural  Guide  then  placed 
himself  before  me,  but  in  an  altered  female  form.  A 
hundred  various  coloured  wings  sprung  from  her  arms, 
and  her  feet  seemed  to  be  shod  with  sandals  of  rubies; 
around  which  numerous  cherubs  entwined  themselves. 
The  perfume  that  arose  from  the  flapping  of  her  wings 
was  inexpressibly  grateful ;  and  the  soft  silvery  voices 
of  these  cherubic  attendants  had  an  effect  truly  en- 
chanting. 

No  language  can  adequately  describe  my  sensations 
on  viewing  this  extraordinary  change  of  object.  I  gazed 
with  rapture  upon  my  wonderful  Guide,  whose  counte- 
nance now  beajned  with  benevolence  and  beauty.  "  Ah !" 
exclaimed  I,  ''  this  is  a  vision  of  happiness  never  to  be 
realized  !  Thou  art  a  being  that  I  am  doomed  never  to 
meet  with  in  the  world  below."  "  Peace :"  whispered  an 
unknown  voice ;  "  injure  not  thy  species  by  such  a  re- 
mark :  the  object  before  thee  is  called  by  a  name  that  is 
fiuniliar  to  thee — it  is  '  Candour.'  She  is  the  handmaid 
of  Truth,  the  sister  of  Virtue,  and  the  priestess  of 
Religion." 

I  was  about  to  make  reply,  when  a  figure  of  terrific 
mien,  and  enormous  dimensions,  rushed  angrily  towards 
me,  and,  taking  me  up  in  my  crystal  chair,  bore  me  pre- 
cipitately to  the  earth.     In  my  struggles  to  disengage 
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myself,  I  awoke :  and  on  looking  about  me,  with  diffi- 
culty could  persuade  myself  that  I  was  an  inhabitant  of 
this  world.  My  sensations  were,  at  first,  confused  and 
unpleasant ;  but  a  reflection  on  the  Mirror  op  Truth, 
and  its  divine  expositor,  in  a  moment  tranquillized  my 
feelings.    And  thus  have  I  told  you  my  dream. 


Lysander  had  hardly  concluded  the  recital  of  his 
dream— during  which  it  was  impossible  for  us  to  think 
of  quaffing  cofiee  or  devouring  muffins — when  the  ser- 
vant entered  with  a  note  from  Lorenzo  : 


"  My  dear  Friend, 

^^The  morning  is  propitious.  Hasten  to 
THE  AxGovB.  My  sisters  are  twining  honey-suckles  and 
jessamine  round  the  portico,  and  I  have  carried  thither 
a  respectable  corps  of  bibliog^raphical  volumes,  for 
Lysander  to  consult,  in  case  his  memory  should  fidl. 
All  here  invoke  the  zephyrs  to  waft  their  best  wishes 
to  you. 

"  Truly  your's, 

"  Lorenzo." 

The  note  was  no  sooner  read  than  we  all,  as  if  by 
instinct,  started  up ;  and,  finishing  our  breakfast  as 
rapidly  as  did  the  Trojans  when  they  expected  an  early 
visit  from  the  Grecians,  we  sallied  towards  Lorenzo's 
house,  and  entered  his  pleasure  grounds.  Nothing  could 
be  more  congenial  than  every  circumstance  and  object 
which  presented  itself.  The  day  was  clear,  calm,  and 
warm ;  while  a  crisp  autumnal  air 

Nimbly  and  sweetly  recommend  itaelf 
Unto  OUT  gentle  Benses.* 

At  a  distance,  the  reapers  were  carrying  away  their  last 
harvest  load ;  and  numerous  groups  of  gleaners 


*  Ma£bdk ;  Act  I.,  So.  VL  Dr.  JohDson  has  happily  observed,  upon  the  abore 
beautiful  passage  of  Shakespeare,  that  "  Otnilc  tente  is  very  elegant ;  as  it  meona 
placid,  calm,  composed;  and  intimates  the  peaceable  delight  of  a  fine  day." 
Shakespeare's  Works ;  edit.  1808 ;  vol  x.,  p.  73.    Alain  Chartier,  in  the  motto 
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np  the  grain  which  they  had  spared,  were  marching' 
homewards  in  all  the  glee  of  apparent  happiness.  Im- 
mediately on  our  left,  the  cattle  were  grazing  in  a  rich 
pasture  meadow;  while,  before  us,  the  white  pheasant 
darted  across  the  walk,  and  the  stock-dove  was  heard  to 
wail  in  the  grove.  We  passed  a  row  of  orange  trees, 
glittering  with  golden  fruit ;  and,  turning  sharply  to  our 
right,  discovered,  on  a  gentle  eminence,  and  skirted  with 
a  profusion  of  shrubs  and  delicately  shaped  trees,  the 
wished-for  Alcove. 

We  quickly  descried  Almansa  busied  in  twining  her 
&vourite  honey-suckles  round  the  portico ;  while  within 
Belinda  was  sitting  soberly  at  work,  as  if  waiting  our 
arrival.  The  ladies  saluted  us  as  we  approached ;  and 
Lorenzo,  who  till  now  had  been  unperceived,  came 
quietly  from  the  interior,  with  his  favourite  edition  of 
TTiomson*  in  his  hand. 

The  Alcove  at  a  distance,  had  the  appearance  of  a 
rustic  temple.t     The  form,  though    a  little  capricious,* 

prefixed  to  the  Second  part  of  this  Bibliographical  Romance,  has  f^ven.  us  a  yet 
mere  animated,  and  equally  characteristic^  picture.    Thomson's  serene  morning. 

Unfolding  fkir  the  last  aatumnal  day, 

ii  also  Tery  apposite ;  and  reminds  us  of  one  of  those  soft  and  atrial  pictures  of 
daude  Loraine,  where  a  heaven-like  tranquillity  and  peace  seem  to  prevail. 
Delightful  scenes  I — we  love  to  steal  a  short  moment  from  a  bustling  world,  to 
gaae  upon  landscapes  which  appear  to  have  been  copied  from  the  paradise  of  our 
first  parents.  Delusive  yet  fascinating  objects  of  contemplation  I  You  whisper 
■weet  repose,  and  heart-soothing  delight !  We  turn  back  upon  the  world ;  and 
the  stunning  noises  of  Vii^gil's  Cyclops  put  all  this  fair  Elysium  to  flight. 

X  This  must  be  a  favourite  edition  with  every  man  of  taste.  It  was  printed  by 
BsfSLiT,  and  published  by  Du  Royxrat,  in  the  year  1802.  The  designs  were  by 
Hamilton,  and  the  engravings  principally  by  Fittler.  The  copy  which  Lorens^ 
had  in  his  hand  was  upon  lai'gt  paper ;  and  nothing  could  exceed  the  lustre  of 
the  type  and  plates.  The  editions  of  Pope^  Gray,  and  Milton,  by  Dn  RoYKaATv 
as  well  as  those  of  The  Speetator,  Ouardian,  Tatler,  by  Messrs.  Sharps  and 
Hailb,  are  among  the  most  elegant>  as  well  as  accurate,  publications  of  our  old 
popular  writers. 

f  Lorenso  Was  not  unmindful  that  it  had  been  observed  by  Lipsius  {Synttiff, 
tU  Bibliotkecis)  and,  after  him,  by  Thomasinus  {de  Donar,  et  TabeU-votiv. 
c  8.  p.  87.)  that  the  ancients  generally  built  their  libraries  near  to,  or  adjoining 
their  Tempfes ;  '*  ut  veram  seram  sedem  sacratorum  ingenii  fcetuum  loca  sacra 

2  I 
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was  picturesque ;  and  it  stood  so  completely  embosomed 
in  rich  and  variegated  foliage^  and  commanded  so  fine  a 
swell  of  landscape^  that  the  visitor  must  be  cold  indeed 
who  could  approach  it  with  the  compass  of  Palladio  in 
one  hand,  and  the  square  of  Inigo  Jones  in  the  other. 
We  entered  and  looked  around  us. 

Those  who  have  relished  the  mild  beauties  of 
Wynants'  pictures  would  be  pleased  with  the  view  from 
the  Alcove  of  Lorenzo.  The  country  before  was  varied, 
undulating,  and  the  greater  part,  highly  cultivated. 
Some  broad-spreading  oaks  here  and  there  threw  th^ 
protecting  arms  round  the  humble  saplings;  and  some 
aspiring  elms  frequently  reared  their  lofty  heads,  as 
land-marks  across  the  county.  The  copses  skirted  the 
higher  grounds,  and  a  fine  park-wood  covered  the  middle 
part  of  the  landscape  in  one  broad  umbrageous  tone  of 
colouring.  It  was  not  the  close  rusticity  of  Hobbima — 
or  the  expansive,  and  sometimes  complicated,  scenery  of 
^erghem — or  the  heat-oppressive  and  magnificent  views 
of  Both — that  we  contemplated ;  but,  as  has  been  be- 
fore observed,  the  mild  and  gentle  scenery  of  Wynants  ; 
and  if  a  cascade  or  dimpling  brook  had  been  near 
us,  I  could  have  called  to  my  aid  the  transparent 
I>encil  of  Rysdael,  in  order  to  impress  upon  the  reader 
a  proper  notion  of  the  scenery.  But  it  is  high  time  to 
make  mention  of  the  conversation  which  ensued  among 
the  tenants  of  this  Alcove. 

LoREN.  I  am  heartily  glad  we  are  met  under  such 
propitious  circumstances.    What  a  glorious  day ! 

Alman.  Have  you  recovered.  Sir,  the  immense  fatigue 
you  must  have  sustained  from  the  exertions  of  yester- 
day? My  brother  has  no  mercy  upon  a  thoroughly- 
versed  book  guest! 

Lysand.  I  am  indeed  quite  hearty :  yet,  if  any  thing 
heavy  and  indigested   hung  about  me,   would  not   the 

esse  ostenderent :"  Bebliotrbcas  (inquit)  procnl  sbesse  (sc.  a  Temflis)  nolue- 
nint  veteres,  ut  ex  prsBclaris  ingenioruin  monumeDtis  dependens  mortaliiun, 
gloria,  in  Deorum  tutela  esset  This  I  ^ther  from  Spiselins's  Infelix 
Literaiu* :  p.  462. 
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contemplation  of  such  a  landscape,  and  such  a  day, 
restore  every  thin^  to  its  wonted  ardour  ? !  You  cannot 
conceive  how  such  a  scene  affects  me :  even  to  shedding 
tears  of  pleasure — from  the  reflections  to  which  it  gives 

rise. 

Bblin.  fiow  strangely  and  how  cruelly  has  the  cha* 
racter  of  a  bibliographer  been  aspersed !  Last  night 
you  convinced  me  of  the  ardour  of  your  enthusiasm, 
and  of  the  eloquence  of  your  expression,  in  regard  to 
your  favourite  subject  of  discussion ! — but,  this  morn- 
ing, I  find  that  you  can  talk  in  an  equally  impassioned 
manner  respecting  garden  and  woodland  scenery  ? 

Lysand.  Yes,  Madam :  and  if  I  possessed  such-  a 
domain  as  does  your  brother,  I  think  1  could  even  im- 
prove it  a  little — especially  the  interior  of  the  Alcove ! 
I  don't  know  that  I  could  attach  to  the  house  a  more 
appropriate  library  than  he  has  done ;  even  if  I  adopted 
the  octagonal  form  of  the  Hafod  Library  ;*  which,  con-, 
sidered  with  reference  to  its  local  situation,  is,  I  think, 
almost  unequalled : — but  it  strikes  me  that  the  interior 
of  this  Alcove  might  be  somewhat  improved. 

LoREN.    What  defects  do  you  discover  here,  Lysander  ? 

Lysand.    They  are  rather  omissions  to  be  supplied 

*  Hafod,  in  CardiganBhire,  South  Wales,  is  the  residenoe  of  Thomas  Johkes, 
Esq.,  M.P.,  and  Lord  Lieutenant  of  the  oounty.  Mr.  Malkin,  in  his  Scenery, 
AnHquiHet,  and  Biography,  of  SotUh  WttUt,  1804,  4to.,  and  Dr.  Smith,  in  his 
Tour  to  Bafod,  1810,  folio,  have  made  us  pretty  well  acquainted  with  the  local 
scenery  of  Hafod : — ^yet  can  any  pen  or  pencil  do  this 

— Paradiie,  open'd  in  the  wild, 

perfect  justice  !  I  have  seen  Mr.  Stothard's  numerous  little  sketches  of  the 
pleasure-grounds  and  surrounding  country,  which  are  at  once  faithful  and  pic- 
turesque. But  what  were  this  "  Paridise"  of  rocks,  waterfalls,  streams,  woods, 
copses,  dells,  grottos,  and  mountains,'  without  the  hospitable  spirit  of  the  owner — 
which  seems  to  preside  in,  and  to  animate,  every  summer-house  and  alcore. 
The  book-loYing  world  is  well  acquainted  with  the  ChronieUt  of  Froistart,  Join- 
vilU,  De  Broequiert,  and  MonstreUt,  which  have  issued  from  the  Hafod  Press  ; 
and  have  long  deplored  the  loss,  from  fire,  which  their  author,  Mr.  Johnes,  experi- 
enced In  the  demolition  of  the  greater  part  of  his  house  and  library.  The  former 
has  been  rebuilt,  and  the  latter  replenished :  yet  no  Phoenix  spirit  can  revivify  the 
ashes  of  those  volumes  which  contained  the  romances  notified  by  the  renowned 
Don  Quixote  t    But  I  am  rambling  too  wildly  among  the  Hafod  rocks — I  hasten, 

2  I  2 
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than  errors  to  be  corrected.  Yoa  have  warmed  the 
interior  by  a  Grecian-shaped  stove,  and  yoa  do  right; 
but  I  think  a  few  small  busts  in  yonder  recesses  would 
not  be    out  of  character.      Milton,    Shakespeare,    and 

tharsfore  to  rstun]  and  take  tlie  reader  with  me  ioto  the  Inleriot  of  Ur.  Jobnca'a 
Utgsrt  library,  whloli  li  terminated  b;  a  Concemtory  of  opwarda  of  ISO  foot. 
Ai  th*  aodent  little  book*  for  Qhildna[lii^t  Zaci^urorma/loMd  to  ei^va 
tt-.''Look,lwnltia." 
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Locke,  would  produce  a  sort  of  inspiration  which  might 
accord  with  that  degree  of  feeling  excited  by  the  con- 
templation of  these  external  objects. 

LoREN.  You  are '  right.  'Ere  you  revisit  this  spot, 
those  mspiring  gentlemen  shaU  surround  me. 

Bblin.  And  pray  add  to  them  the  busts  of  Thomson 
and  Cowper:  for  these  latter,  in  my  opinion,  are  our 
best  poets  in  the  description  of  rural  life.  You  remem- 
ber what  Cowper  says — 

God  made  the  country,  and  Man  made  the  town  ? 

Alman.  This  may  be  very  well — ^but  we  forget  the 
purpose  for  which  we  are  convened. 

Lis.  True:  so  I  entreat  you.  Master  Lysander,  to 
open — ^not  the  debate — but  the  discussion. 

Lysand.  You  wish  to  know  what  are  the  symptoms 
OF  THE  BIBLIOMANIA? — what  are  the  badges  or  livery 
marks,  in  a  library,  of  the  owner  of  the  collection  being 
a  bibliomaniac  ? 

Alman.  Even  so.  My  question,  yesterday  evening, 
wa»— if  I  remember  well — whether  a  mere  collector  of 
books  was  necessarily  a  bibliomaniac  ? 

Lysand.  Yes:  and  to  which — ^if  I  also  recollect 
rightly — I  replied  that  the  symptoms  of  the  disease, 
and  the  character  of  a  bibliomaniac,  were  discoverable 
in  the  very  books  themselves ! 

Lis.    How  is  this? 

Alman  &  Belin.    Do  pray  let  us  hear. 

Phil.  At  the  outset,  1  entreat  you,  Lysander, 
not  to  overcharge  the  colouring  of  your  picture.  Re- 
spect the  character  of  your  auditors ;  and,  above  all 
things,  have  mercy  upon  the  phlogistic  imagination 
of  Lisardo! 

Lysand.  I  will  endeavour  to  discharge  the  important 
office  of  a  bibliomaniacal  Mentor,  or,  perhaps,  iEscula- 
pius,  to  the  utmost  of  my  power :  and  at  all  events, 
with  the  best  possible  intentions. 

Before  we  touch  upon  the  Symptoms,  it  may  be  as  well 
to  say  a  few  words  respecting  the   Oeneral  Character  of 
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the  Book  Disease.  The  ingenious  Peignot*  defines 
the  bibliomania  to  be  '^  a  passion  for  possessing  books ; 
not  so  much  to  be  instracted  by  them,  as  to  gratify  the 
eye  by  looking  on  them."  This  subject  has  amused  the 
pens  of  foreigners ;  although  we  have  had  nothing  in 
our  own  language,  written  expressly  upon  it,  'till  the 
ingenious  and  elegantly-composed  poem  of  Dr.  Ferriar 
appeared  ;  after  which,  as  you  well  know,  our  friend  put 
forth  his  whimsical  brochure.t 

*  "La  BiBLiOMAim  est  la  fureur  de  poasMor  des  llTres,  Dcm  p«8  taut  pour 
B'iDBtmire,  que  pour  lee  sveir  et  pour  en  repaltre  aa  Tue.  Le  bibliomane  ne  oon- 
nait  ordinalrement  lee  liTies  que  par  leur  litre,  leur  finontispioe,  et  leur  date ;  il 
e'attache  aux  bonnes  editiones  et  les  poursuit  k  quelque  titre  que  oe  soit ;  1a 
relieure  le  seduit  anssi,  soit  par  son  anciennet^,  soit  par  sa  beauts/'  ftc  DMoi^ 
noire  de  BiUiologU .  vol.  L  p.  51.  This  is  sufficiently  severe  :  see  also  the  ex- 
tracts from  the  Memoira  de  Vlnttiiut :  p.  25,  ante.  The  more  ancient  foreign 
writers  have  not  scrupled  to  call  the  bibliomania  bj  every  caustic  and  mercileaa 
terms :  thus  speaks  the  hard-hearted  Geyler :  "  Tertia  nola  est,  multos  libros 
ooacervaie  propter  animi  volnptatem  curiosam.  Fastidientis  stomachi  est  multa 
degustare,  ait  Seneca.  Isti  per  multos  libros  vagant  legentes  assidue  :  nimirom 
similles  fatuis  illis,  qui  in  urbe  ^cicumeunt  domos  singnlas,  et  earum  piotuiaa 
dinutis  malis  contuentur :  sicque  curiositate  trahuntur,  k/o,  Contenti  in  hlu;  animi 
Toluptate,  quam  pascunt  per  volumina  varia  devagando  et  lignriendo.  Itaqae 
gaudent  hie  de  larga  librorum  copia,  operosa  utique  sed  delectabilis  saroina,  et 
animi  juounda  distractio  :  imo  est  hsec  ingens  librorum  oopia  ingens  simul  et 
laboris  oopia,  et  quietis  inopia — hue  illucque  circum  ageudum  ingenium  :  his 
atque  illis  pregravanda  memoria."  —Navkula  sivt  Saeculum  Fatuorum,  1511,  4to. 
sign  B.  iiy  rev.  Thus  speaks  Sebastian  Brandt  upon  the  subject,  through  the 
medium  of  our  old  translation  : 

Btyll  am  I  beiy  bokes  aasemblyxigs 
For  to  have  plenty  it  is  a  pleaaaunte  thynge 
In  my  conoeyt,  and  to  have  them  ay  in  honde ; 
Bat  what  they  mene  do  I  nat  undentonde. 

Shyp  o/Folys  :  see  p.  800,  ante. 

There  is  a  short,  but  smart  and  interesting,  article  on  this  head  in  Mr.  D'lsraelTs 
Curioiittes  of  Literature :  vol.  i.  10.  **  Bniyere  has  touched  on  this  mania  with 
humour  ;  of  such  a  oollector  (one  who  is  fond  of  superb  bindings  only),  says  he, 
as  soon  as  I  enter  his  house,  I  am  ready  to  faint  on  the,8tair-case  from  a  strong 
smell  of  Russia  and  Morocco  leather.  In  vain  he  shews  me  fine  editions,  gold 
leaves,  Etruscan  bindings,  &c. — naming  them  one  after  another,  as  if  he  were 
shewing  a  gallery  of  pictures  !*'  Ludan  has  composed  a  biting  invective  against 
an  ignorant  possessor  of  a  vast  library.  "  One  who  opens  his  eyes  with  an 
hideous  stare  at  an  old  book  ;  and  after  turning  over  the  pages,  chiefly  admires 
the  date  of  its  publication.*'  But  all  this,  it  may  be  said,  is  only  general  deola  • 
mation,  and  means  nothing  ! 

t  The  first  work,  I  believe,  written  expressly  upon  the  subject  above  discuased 
was  a  French  publication,  entitled  La  Bihliamanie,    Of  the  earliest  edition  I 
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Whether'  Peignot's  definition  be  just  or  not,  I  will  not 
stop  to  determine  :  but  when  I  have  described  to  you  the 
various  symptoms,  you  will  be  better  able  to  judge  of 
its  propriety. 

Lis.  Describe  them  seriatim,  as  we  were  observing 
yesterday. 

Lysand.  I  will ;  but  let  me  put  them  in  battle  array, 
and  select  them  according  to  their  appearances.  There 
is,  first,  a  passion  for  Large  Paper  Copies;  secondly, 
for  Uncut  Copies;  thirdly,  for  IHustrated  Copies; 
fourthly,  for  Unique  Copies;  fifthly,  for  Copies  printed 
upon  Vellum;  sixthly,  for  First  Editions;  seventhly,  for 
True  Editions;  and  eighthly,  for  Books  printed  in  the 
Black-Letter. 

Bblin.  I  have  put  these  symptoms  down  in  my  pocket- 
book;  and  shall  proceed  to  catechise  you  according  to 
your  own  method.  First,  therefore,  what  is  meant  by 
Large  Paper  Copies  ? 

am  uninformed ;  but  one  was  published  at  the  Hague  in  1762,  8to.  Dr.  Ferriar's 
poem  upon  the  subject,  being  an  epistle  to  Richard  Hebor,  Esq. — and  which  is 
rightly  called  by  Lysander  'ingenious  and  elegant' — was  published  in  1809, 
4to. :  pp.  14 :  but  not  before  an  equally  ingenious,  and  greatly  more  interesting, 
performance,  by  the  same  able  pen,  had  appeared  in  the  Trans,  of  the  Manchester 
Literary  Society,  vol.  iv.,  p.  45— 87— entitled  Comments  upon  Slernt ;  which 
may  be  fairly  classed  among  the  species  of  bibliomaniacal  composition  ;  inasmuch 
aa  it  shews  the  author  to  be  well  read  in  old  books ;  and,  of  these,  in  Burton's 
Anatomy  of  Melancholy  in  particular.  Look  for  half  a  minute  at  p.  286,  ante. 
In  the  same  year  of  Dr.  Ferriar's  publication  of  the  Bibliomania,  appeared  the 
Voyaffe  auiour  de  ma  bihliothique  Jioman  Bihliographitiuc  :  by  Ant.  Caillot ; 
in  three  small  duodecimo  volumes.  There  is  little  ingenuity  and  less  knowledge 
in  these  meagre  volumes.  My  own  superficial  work,  entitled,  Biblionuuiia,  or 
Booi-Madnejis :  coiiUiining  some  account  of  the  IlUtonj,  Si/mpfoms  and  Cure  oj 
ikit  /atal  Disease ;  in  an  epistle  addressed  to  Riciuird  Heber,  Esq.,  quickly 
followed  Dr.  Ferriar's  publication.  It 'contained  82  pages,  with  a  tolerably 
copious  sprinkling  of  notes :  but  it  had  many  errors  and  omissions,  which  it 
has  been  my  endeavour  to  correct  and  supply  in  the  present  new  edition,  or 
rather  newly-constructed  work.  Vide  preface.  Enrly  in  the  ensuing  year 
(namely,  in  1810)  appeared  Bibliosophia,  or  Book- Wisdom:  containing  some 
aecoutU  of  the  Pride,  Pleasure,  and  Pricileges  of  that  glorious  Vocation,  Book' 
CoUeeting,  By  an  Aspirant,  Also,  T/ie  Twelve  Labours  of  an  Editor,  separately 
ftitted  against  those  of  Hercules,  12mo.  This  is  a  good-humoured  and  tersely 
written  composition  :  being  a  sort  of  Commentary  upon  my  own  performance. 
In  the  ensuing  pages  will  be  found  some  amusing  poetical  extracts  from  it.  And 
thus  take  we  leave  of  Pubucations  uroN  tue  Bibliomania  ! 
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Lysand.  a  certain  set,  or  limited  number  of  the  work, 
is  printed  upon  paper  of  a  larger  dimension,  and  superior 
quality,  than  the  ordinary  copies.  The  press-work  and 
ink  are,  always,  proportionably  better  in  these  copies : 
and  the  price  of  them  is  enhanced  according  to  their 
beauty  and  rarity. 

JTtis  Symptom  of  the  Bibliomania  is,  at  the  present 
day,  both  general  and  violent.  Indeed,  there  is  a  set  of 
collectors,  the  shelves  of  whose  libraries  are  always 
made  proportionably  stout,  and  placed  at  a  due  distance 
from  each  other,  in  order  that  they  may  not  break  down 
beneath  the  weight  of  such  ponderous  volumes. 

Belin.    Can  these  things  be  ? 

Phil.  Yes ;  but  you  should  draw  a  distinction,  and 
not  confound  the  Grolliers,  De  Thous,  and  Colberts  of 
modem  times,  with  "  a  set  of  collectors,"  as  you  call 
them,  who  are  equally  without  taste  and  knowledge. 

Lis.  We  have  tieard  of  De  Thou  and  Colbert,  but  who 
is  Grollier?* 

*  The  reader  may  be  better  pleased  with  the  ensaing  Boberly-written  accoant 
of  this  great  man  than  with  Pliilemon's  rapturous  eulogy.  John  Grot.t.tkb 
was  bom  at  Lyons,  in  1479 ;  and  very  early  displayed  a  propensity  towards 
those  elegant  and  solid  pursuits  which  afterwards  secured  to  him  the  admiration 
and  esteem  of  his  oon temporaries.  His  address  was  eaiiy,  his  manners  were 
frank,  yet  polished ;  his  demeanour  was  engaging,  and  his  liberality  knew  no 
bounds.  As  he  advanced  in  years,  he  advanced  in  reputation  ;  eqjoyin^  a 
princely  fortune,  the  result,  in  some  measure,  of  a  faithful  and  honourable  dis- 
charge of  the  important  diplomatic  situations  which  he  filled.  He  was  Qrand 
Treasurer  to  Francis  I.,  and  was  sent  by  that  monarch  as  ambassador  to  Pope 
Clement  VII.  During  his  abode  at  Rome,  he  did  not  fail  to  gratify  his 
favourite  passion  of  BOOK-ooLLEcrmo ;  and  employed  the  Alduses  to  print  for 
him  an  edition  of  Terence  in  8vo.,  1521  :  of  which  a  copy  upon  vellum,  was  in 
the  Imperial  library  at  Vienna  ;  See  LTmp.  cUs  Aide;  vol.  I.-,  159.  He  also 
caused  to  be  published,  by  the  same  printers,  an  edition  of  his  friend  Budasus'iB 
work,  De  Aue  etpartibus  ejut,  1522,  4to.  ;  which,  as  well  as  the  Terence,  is 
dedicated  to  himself,  and  of  which  the  presentation  copy,  up&ti  vellum,  is  now 
in  the  library  of  Ck>unt  McCarthy,  at  Toulouse :  it  having  been  formerly  in 
the  Soubise  collection  :  vide  p.  96,  ante-;-and  n<».  8010  of  the  Bibl.  Soubiae^ 
It  was  during  GroUier's  stay  at  Rome,  tha[t  the  anecdote,  related  by  Egnatio, 
took  place.  '  I  dined  (says  the  latter)  along  with  Aldus,  his  son,  Manutios,  and 
other  learned  men,  at  GroUier's  table.  After  dinner,  and  just  as  the  dessert  had 
been  placed  on  the  table,  our  host  presented  each  of  his  guests  with  a  pair  of 
gloves  filled  with  ducats.'  But  no  man  had  a  higher  opinion  of  Grollier,  or  had 
reason  to  express  himself  in  more  grateful  terms  of  him,  than  De  Thou.     This 
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Phil.     Lysander  will  best  observe  upon  him. 
Lysand.    Nay  ;  his  character  cannot  be  in  better  hands. 

• 

illiiitrioiit  author  speaks  of  him  as  "a  man  of  equal  degaDoe  of  manners,  and 
■poUessness  of  character.  His  books  seemed  to  be  the  counterpart  of  himself, 
for  neatness  and  splendour ;  not  being  inferior  to  the  glory  attributed  to  the 
library  of  Asinius  Pollio,  the  first  who  made  a  oollectfon  of  books  at  Rome.  It 
is  surprising,  notwithstanding  the  number  of  presents  which  he  made  to  his 
friends,  and  the  accidents  which  followed  on  the  dispersion  of  his  library,  how 
many  of  his  volumes  yet  adorn  the  most  distinguished  libraries  of  Paris,  whose 
ohief  boast  consists  in  having  an  Exemplar  OroUerianum /"  The  fact  was 
GroUier  returned  to  Paris  with  an  immense  fortune.  During  his  travels  he  had 
secured,  from  Basil,  VcDice,  and  Rome,  the  most  precious  copies  of  books  which 
oould  be  purchased :  and  which  he  took  care  to  have  bound  in  a  singular  manner 
indicative  at  pnce  of  his  generosity  and  taste.  The  title  of  the  book  was  mariced 
in  gilt  letters  upon  one  side,  and  the  words-  of  which  the  annexed  wood-cut  is 
a  fao-simile— upon  the  other :  surrounded  with  similar  ornaments  to  the  ex- 
tremities of  the  sides,  whether  in  folio  or  duodecimo. 


Beneath  the  title  of  the  bouk  :  '  lo  :  Grollerii  et  Ahicor  jm.' 
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Lysand.  .  I  have  little  to  add  to  what  has  been  already 
said  of  this  symptom.  That  a  volume,  so  published,  has 
a  more  pleasing  aspect,  cannot  be  denied.     It  is  the  oak, 

Bot  deTlotirt>ft»  flrom  er'ry  classic  Mose, 

The  keen  collector  meaaer  paths  will  choose : 

And  first  the  Maroik's  breadth  his  sool  employs. 

Pure,  snowy,  broad,  the  type  of  nobler  Joys. 

In  Tain  mig^t  Homer  roll  the  tide  of  song. 

Or  Horace  smile,  or  Tolly  charm  the  throng ; 

If  crost  by  Pallas'  ire,  the  trenchant  bhule 

Or  too  obliqae,  or  near,  the  edge  invade. 

The  Bibliomane  exclaims,  with  haggard  eye, 

'  No  Mabqxh  I  '—tarns  in  haste,  and  scorns  to  buy. 

The  Bibliomania ;  v.  84-48. 

Kext  oome  the  liyals  strains  of  '  An  Aspirant.' 

FIBST  MAxnc. 

Who  slaves  the  monkish  folio  through, 

With  lore  or  science  in  his  view. 

Him  ....  visions  black,  or  devils  bine. 
Shall  haant  at  his  expiring  taper ; — 

Tet,  'tis  a  weakness  of  the  wise. 

To  chnse  the  volnme  by  the  sixe, 

And  riot  in  the  pond'rons  prise- 
Dear  Copies   printed  on  Larok  Papib  T 

Biblio9ophia;  p.  iv. 

After  these  saucy  attacks,  can  I  venture  upon  discoursing,  in  a  sober  note-like 
■tratn— upon  those  large  and  magnificent  volumes  concerning  which  Ljrsander, 
above,  pours  forth  such  a  torrent  of  eloquence?  Yes — gentle  reader — I  will 
even  venture  I — and  will  lay  a  silver  penny  to  boot  (See  Peacbam*s  '  Worth  qf  a 
Pam^ — )  that  neither  Dr.  Ferriar  nor  the  'Aspirant'  could  withhold  their 
ejaculations  of  rapture  upon  seeing  any  one  of  the  following  volumes  walk 
majestioally  into  their  libraries.    Mark  well,  therefore,  a  few  scarce 

WOBKB  PRINTED  UFON  LaBGE  PaFER. 

Lwrd  Baiwn't  Btmyt;  1798,  8vo.  There  were  only  six  copies  of  this  edition 
■truck  off  upon  royal  folio  paper :  one  copy  is  in  the  Cracherode  collection,  in 
the  British  Museum ;  and  another  is  in  the  library  of  Earl  Spencer.  Mr.  Leigh, 
the  book>auctioneer,  a  long  time  ago  observed  that,  if  ever  one  of  these  copies 
were  to  be  sold  at  an  auction,  it  would  probably  bring  -00/. — !  I  will  not  in- 
sert the  frit  figure  ;  but  ttoo  nought*  followed  it. Twenty  Plays  of  Shakspeare 

from  ike  aid  quarto  edition*  ;    1766,   Svo.,  6  vols.       Only  twelve  copies  printed 

upon  large  paper.    See  Bibl,  Steeven*  :   no.  1312 ;  and  p.  581,  ante. Dodiley** 

ColUetion  *of  Old  Plays;  1780,  8vo.,  12  vols.    Only  six  copies  struck  off  upon 

large  pi^r.     Bibl   Woodhouse,  n«.  698. The  OrenvilU  Homer;  1800,   4to., 

4  vols.  Fifty  copies  of  this  magnificent  work  are  said  to  have  been  printed  upon 
large  paper ;  which  have  embellishments  of  plates.  Mr.  Df^nt  possesses  the  copy 
which  was  Professor  Person's,  and  which  was  bought  at  the  sale  of  the  Professor's 
Ubraiy,  in  boards,  for  87^.,  see  p.  459,  ante.  Seven  years  ago  I  saw  a  sump- 
tuous copy  in  morocco,  knocked  down  for  99/.  15«. Mathen  Paris,  Monachi 
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in  its  foil  growth,  compared  with  the  same»tree  in  its 
sapling  state :  or,  if  you  please,  it  is  the  saine  picture  a 
little  more  brilliant  in  its  colouring,  and    put    into   a 

WoBKS  fbihted  vtov  Labqb  Pafib. 

Alhanauei,  tbe. ;  ffistoria  Major;  a  Watt ;  Lond.  1640  ;  folio.  This  is  a  rare  and 
magnificent  work  upon  lai^ge  paper ;  and  is  usually  bound  in  two  volumea.- 


toricB  AnglicancB  Scriptores  X ;  a  Twy»dm  ;  1652,  folio.  Of  equal  rarity  and  magfiii- 

fioenoe  are  oopies  of  this  inestimable  production. Jlerum  Anglieartim  Scrtptam 

Veieret,  a  OaU ;  1684,  91 ;  folio,  8  volumes.  There  were  but  few  oopies  of  this, 
now  generally  coTeted,  work  printed  upon  large  paper.  The  difference  between 
the  small  and  the  large,  for  amplitude  of  margin  and  lustre  of  ink,  is  tnoon- 

oeivable. Eittoria  Anglteana  Scripiores  Font,  a  Sparie ;   Lond.  1723,  folio. 

The  preface  to  this  work  shews  that  there  are  oopies  of  it,  like  those  of  Dr. 
Clarice's  edition  of  Cesar's  Commentaries^  upon  paper  of  three  different  cisee. 
The  'oharta  maxima '  is  worthy  of  a  oonspicuous  place  upon  the  ooUector'a  shelf ; 

though  in  any  shape  the  book  has  a  creditable  aspect Reeueil  det  Hittoriens 

det  OauUi,  dkc.,  par  Botiequei ;  1738, 1786 ;  folio,  13  vols.  It  is  hardly  possible 
for  the  eye  to  gaze  upon  a  more  intrinsically  valuable  work,  or  a  finer  set  of 
volumes,  than  are  these,  as  now  exhibited  in  Mr.  Evans's  shop,  and  bound  in 
fine  old  red  morocco  by  the  best  binders  of  France.  They  were  onoe  in  mj 
possession ;  but  the  'res  angusta  domi '  compelled  me  to  part  with  them,  and  to 
seek  for  a  copy  not  so  tall  by  head  and  shoulders.  Since  the  year  1786,  two 
additional  volumes  have  been  published. 

We  will  now  discourse  somewhat  of  English  books. 

SeotCt  Diteoveru  of  Whiterafl ;  12»84,  4to.  Of  this  work,  which  has  recently 
become  popular  irem  Mr.  Deuce's  frequent  mention  of  it  (IHustmtiona  of 
Shakspeare,  &c,  1806,  2  vols.,  8vo.),  my  friend,  Mr.  Utterson,  possesses  a  very 
beautiful  copy  upon  large  paper.  It  is  rarely  one  meets  with  books  printed  in 
this  country,  before  the  year  1600,  struck  off  in  such  a  manner.  This  oopy^ 
which  is  secured  frem  'winter  and  rough  weather 'by  a  stout  coat  of  skilfiiUy. 

tool'd  morocco,  is  probably  unique. Weevei't  Funeral  Monwntnlt ;  1681,  folio. 

Bfr.  Samuel  Lysons  informs  me  that  he  has  a  copy  of  this  work  upon  large 

paper.    I  never  saw,  or  beard  of,  another  similar  one. SanfortTt  Otnealogieal 

Hutory ;  1707,  folio.  At  the  sale  of  Baron  Smyth's  books,  in  1809,  Mesan. 
J.  and  ▲.  Areh  purohased  a  copy  of  this  work  upon  huge  paper  for  462.  A 
monstrous  price !  A  similar  copy  is  in  the  library  of  Mr.  Orenville,  which  waa 
obtained  from  Mr.  Evans  of  Pall-Mall.  The  curious  should  purehase  the 
anterior  edition  (of  1677)  for  the  sake  of  better  impressions  of  the  platee  * 
which,  however,  in  any  condition,  are  neither  tasteful  nor  well  engraved.    Whsfe 

ii  called  'a good  Hollmr'  would  weigh  down  the  whole  set  of  them  ! Strype's 

EecUtiattical  MmortaU  ;    1721,  Folio,  3  vols. AnnaU  of  the  HrformaHoH  ; 

1725,  Folio,  4  vols.  Happy  the  collector  who  can  regale  himself  by  viewing 
large  paper  copies  of  these  inestimable  works  1  In  any  shape  or  condition,  they 
are  now  rare.  The  latter  is  the  scarcer  of  the  two ;  and  upon  large  paper  brings, 
what  the  French  bibliographers  call,  'un  prix  enorme.'  There  is  one  of  this  kind 
in  the  beautiful  library  of  Mr.  Thomas  Gronville. ffeame*i  YFor^b— 'till  Mr. 
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handsomer  frame.  My  friend  Marcus  is  a  very  dragon 
in  this  department  of  book-collecting:  nothing  being 
too  formidable  for  his  attack.     Let  the  volume   assume 

Works  printed  upon  Largs  Papir. 

Bagitor  iBsoed  hia  first  reprints  of  Robert  of  Gloucester  and  Peter  Langtoft, 
upon  paper  of  three  different  sizes— (of  which  the  largest^  in  quarto^  has  hardly 
beeo  equalled  in  modem  printing) — used  to  bring  extravagant  sums  at  book- 
auctions.  At  a  late  sale  in  Pall-Mall,  were  the  books  in  general  were  sold  at 
eztraordinaiy  prices,  the  large  paper  Heames  absolutely   *  hung  fire  '—as  the 

qxatsman's  phrase  is. Hvdibrctt,  tnth  Dr.  Qrey*t  AnnotaHotu,  and  Hoff<nih*$ 

cutt;  1744,  2  Yols.  There  wero  but  twelve  copies  of  this  first  and  best  edition  of 
Dr.  Orey's  labours  upon  Hudibras  (which  Warburton  strangely  abuses—)  printed 

upon  huge  paper :    and  a  noble  book  it  is  in  this  form  ! Milna't  Hittary  of 

WitiehetUr ;  1798,  4to.,  2  vols.  Of  this  edition  there  were,  I  believe,  either 
twelve   or  twenty-four  copies  printed  upon  large  paper ;    which  brings  serious 

sums  in  the  present  general  rage  for  books  of  this  description. Kennett  {Bp.) 

Panekial  Antiquities ;  (k;fijrd,  1695,  4to.  The  only  known  oopy  of  this  work 
upon  large  paper  is  hi  the  fine  library  of  Sir  Richard  Colt  Hoare,  Bart.  This 
copy  was  probably  in  the  collection  of  'that  well-known  ooUector,  Joseph 
Browne,  Esq.,  of 'Shepton  Mallet,  Somersetshire  :'  as  a  similar  one  'in  Russia, 
gilt  leaves,'  was  sold  in  Pt.  n.  of  his  colloctioD,  no.  279,  for  71.  17s.  6d.  and  pur- 

ehased  in  the  name  of  Thornton. The  Chronicles  qf  Froissarl  and  Monttrelet : 

translated  by  Thomas  Johnes,  Esq.  Hafod,  1803,  1810,  quarto,  9  vols. :  in- 
oluding  a  volume  of  plates  to  Monstrelet.  Of  these  beautiful  and  intrinsically 
valuable  works,  there  were  only  25  copies  struck  off  upon  folio ;  which  bring  tre- 
mendous prices. HitLory  of  the  Town  of  Chettenham,  and  its  Environs ;  1802, 

8vo.  There  were  a  few  copies  of  this  superficial  work  printed  upon  large  paper 
in  royal  octavo,  and  a  unique  oopy  upon  paper  of  a  quarto  size ;  which  latter  is  in 
the  possession  of  my  friend  Mr.  Thomas  Pruen,  of  the  same  place.  A  part  of  this 
volume  was  written  by  myself ;  according  to  instructions  which  I  received  to 
make  it  '  %ht  and  pleasant.'  An  author,  like  a  barrister,  is  bound  in  most  cases 
to  follow  his  instructions  I  As  I  have  thus  awkwardly  introduced  myself,  I  may 
be  peradtted  to  observe,  at  the  foot  of  this  note,  that  all  the  larob  paper  copies 
of  my  own  humble  lucubrations  have  been  attended  with  an  unexpectedly  sue 
oessful  sale.  Of  the  Iwtroduction  to  the  Classics,  edit  1804,  8vo.,  there  were 
fifty  cc^ies,  with  extra  plates,  struck  off  in  royal  octavo,  and  published  at  2/.  2s. : 
these  now  sell  for  5^.  5s.  :  tho  portrait  of  Bishop  Fell  making  them  snapped  at, 
with  a  porch-like  spirit,  by  all  true  Grangorites.  Of  the  Typographical  Anti- 
quities of  our  own  country  there  were  06  printed  in  a  superb  style,  upon  imperial 
paper,  in  4to.  ;  these  were  published  at  01.  Os.  a  copy.  Tho  following  anocdote 
shews  how  they  are  'looking  up  '—as  the  book-market  phrase  is.  My  friend  *  *  * 
parted  with  his  copy ;  but  finding  that  his  slumbers  wero  broken,  and  bisdreams 
frightful,  in  consequence,  he  sought  to  regain  possession  of  it ;  and  cheerfully 
gave  10/.  lOf.  1  for  what,  but  a  few  months  before,  he  had  possessed  for  litUo 
more  than  one  half  the  sum  !  The  same  friend  subscribes  for  a  large  paper  of 
the  present  tcork,  of  which  thoro  are  only  eighteen  copies  printed ;  and  of  which 
my  hard-hearted  printer  and  myself  seize  each  upon  a  copy.     Will  the  same 
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what  shape  it  may,  and  let  the  price  be  fsfer  so  un- 
conscionable— he  hesitates  not  to  become  a.,  parchaiser. 
In  consequence,  exclusively  of  all  the  Dugdales  and 
Montfaucons,  upon  large  paper,  and  in  the  finest  bind- 
ings, he  possesses  the  Orand  FoUo  Classics^  the  Bene- 
dictine EdUtiom  of  the  Fathers^  the  County  Histories^ 
and  all  works,  of  a  recent  date,  upon  History  and  the 
Belles  Lettres.  In  short,  nothing  can  be  more  magni- 
ficent than  the  interior  of  his  library ;  as  nothing  bat 
giants,  arrayed  in  the  most  splendid  attire,  are  seen 
to  keep  guard  from  one  extremity  of  the  room  to  the 
other. 

Lis.  Who  is  this  Marcus?  Ill  rival  him  in  dae 
time  ! — But  proceed. 

Bblin.  Thus  much,  I  presume,  for  the  first  symptom 
of  the  Bibliomania.  Now  pray.  Sir,  inform  us  what  is 
meant  by  that  strange  term,  Uncut  Copies? 

Lysand.    Of  all   the  symptoms   of  the  Bibliomania, 

frieDd  display  equal  fickleness  in  regard  to  this  yolnme  ?  If  he  does,  he  miist 
smart  acutely  for  it :  nor  will  15/.  IBs,  redeem  it !  It  is  justly  obserred,  in  the 
first  edition  of  this  work,  that,  '  analogous  to  large  paper,  are  tall  eopiea :  that 
is,  copies  of  the  work  published  on  the  ordinary  size  paper,  and  barely  out  down 
by  the  binder,'  p.  45.  To  dwarJUe  a  volume  is  a  '  grievous  fault '  on  the  part 
of  any  binder ;  but  more  particularly  is  it  an  unpardonable  one  on  the  part  of 
him  who  has  had  a  long  intercourse  with  professed  bibliomaniacs  I  To  a  person 
who  knows  anything  of  typographical  arrangement,  the  distinction  between  ieUl 
and  large  paper  copies  is  sufficiently  obvious.  For  this  reason,  I  am  quite  da- 
oiddd  that  the  supposed  large  paper  copy  of  Scapula*i  Lexiam,  possessed  by 
Mr.  ***,  of  Caversham,  near  Reading,  is  only  a  tall  copy  of  the  work,  as  usoally 
printed :  nor  is  this  copy  more  stately  than  another  which  I  have  seen.  The 
owner  of  the  volume  will  suppress  all  feelings  which  he  may  entertain  agninst 
my  heretical  opinions  (as  I  fear  he  will  call  them),  when  he  considers  that  ha 
may  dispose  of  his  Scapula  for  a  sum  three  times  beyond  what  he  gave  for  it. 
Let  him  put  it  by  the  side  of  his  neighbour  Dr.  Valpy's  numerous  laige  papar 
copies  of  the  old  folio  classics,  and  he  will  in  a  moment  be  convinced  of  tha 
accuracy  of  the  foregoing  remark.  Fnn  fapeb  copies  of  a  work  should  be  haia 
noticed ;  as  they  are  sought  after  with  avidity.  The  most  beautiful  work  of 
this  kind  which  I  ever  saw,  was  RapiiCi  History  qfBngland,  ia  nine  folio  voIuwub, 
hound  in  red  moroeco,  and  illustrated  with  Houhraien*s  Heads ;  which  Sir  M.  M. 
Sykea  recently  purchased  of  Mr.  Evans,  the  bookseller,— for  a  comparmtivalj 
moderate  sum.  A  similar  copy  (exclusively  of  the  illustrations)  of  Bi^rin's 
History  of  England,  which  was  once  in  the  library  of  t)^e  Royal  Instttntiony 
was  burnt  in  the  fire  that  destroyed  Covent-Qarden  Theatre ;  it  having  been 
sent  to  Mr.  Mackinlay,  the  book-binder,  who  lived  near  the  Thesire. 
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this  is  probably  the  most  extraordinary.*  It  may  be 
defined  a  passion  to  possess  books  of  which  the  edges 
have  never  been  sheared  by  the  binder's  tools.  And 
here  I  find  myself  walking  upon  doubtful  ground : — 
your  friend  [turning  towards  me]  Atticus's  uncut  Heames 
rise  up  in  "  rough  majesty "  before  me,  and  almost 
''  push  me  from  my  stool."  Indeed,  when  I  look  around 
in  your  book-lined  tub,  I  cannot  but  acknowledge  that 
this  symptom  of  the  disorder  has  reached  your  own 
threshold ;  but  when  it  is  known  that  a  few  of  your 
bibliographical  books  are  left  Mrith  the  edges  uncut 
merely  to  please  your  friends  (as  one  must  sometimes 
study  their  tastes  as  well  as  one's  own),  I  trust  that 
no  very  serious  conclusions  will  be  drawn  about  the 
fieitality  of  your  own  case. 

As  to  uncut  copies,  although  their  inconvenience  [an 
uncut  Lexicon  to  wit !]  and  deformity  must  be  acknow- 
ledged, and  although  a  rational  man  can  wish  for  nothing 
better  than  a  book  once  weU  bound,  yet  we  find  that  the 
extraordinary  passion  for  collecting  them  not  only  ob- 
tains with  full  force,  but  is  attended  with  very  serious 
consequences  to  those  "que  n'ont  point  des  pistoles'' 
(to  borrow  the  idea  of  Clement ;  vol.  vi.  p.  36).  I  dare 
say  an  uncut  first  Shakspeare,  as  well  as  an  uncut  vellum 
Aldusrf  would  produce  a  little  annuity ! 

*  Am  before,  let  us  borrow  the  strains  of  '  An  Aspirant : ' 

UCOITD  MAXIM. 

Who,  with  fkntMtic  praning-hook. 
Dresses  the  borders  of  his  book. 
Merely  to  oraament  its  look — 

Amongst  philosophers  a  fop  is : 
What  if,  perchance,  he  thence  dlsoover 
Facilities  In  taming  over  t 
The  Virtuoso  is  a  LoTer 

Of  coyer  charms  in  **  Uncut  Copin." 

Biblia9ophUi ;  p.  t. 

I  have  very  little  to  add  in  illustration  of  Lysander's  well-pointed  sarcasms 
relating  to  this  second  tympiom  of  Book-Madness.  I  think  I  onoe  heard  of  an 
uncut  Cranmer^t  Bible;  but  have  actually  seen  a  similar  conditioned  copy  of 
JP^irchat*i  Pilgrimes  and  Pilgrimage,  which  is  now  in  the  beautiful  library  of  the 
Honourable  T.  Qrenville. 

t  I  doubt  of  the  existence  of  an  uncut  first  Shahpeare  ;    although  we   have 
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Bblin.  Tis  very  strange* — as  Hamlet  says  at  the 
walking  of  his  father's  ghost !    Bat  now  for  your  Ilulus- 

TRATED  Ck)PJBS  ! 

Lysand.  You  have  touched  a  vibrating  string  in- 
deed ! — but  I  will  suppress  my  own  feelings,  and  spare 
those  of  my  friend.  A  passion  for  books  illustraied,  or 
adorned  widi  numerous  Prints^  representing  characters, 
or  circumstances,  mentioned  in  the  work,  is  a  very  general 
and  violent  sjrmptom  of  the  Bibliomania.    The  origin, 

recently  had  evidence  of  an  nnoat  frtt  JTomer ;  for  thna  speaks  Peignot :  **  A 
superb  copy  of  this  Editio  Prinoeps  was  sold  at  the  sale  of  If.  de  Cotte*s  books, 
in  1804y  for  8001  livres :  but  it  must  be  remarked  that  this  oopy  was  in  the 
most  exquisite  preservation,  as  if  it  had  just  oome  from  the  press.  MoreoTer,  it 
is  probably  the  only  one  tiie  margins  of  which  have  never  been  either  'ahaven 
or  shorn.'  CuriotiUt  Bibliograpkiqua,  p.  Izv.  vi ;  see  also  p.  79,  ante.  Dr. 
Harwood,  at  page  888,  of  his  View  qf  the  EditioKS  qf  the  CUutia,  speaks  of  an 
uncut  vellum  Aldus,  of  ISOi,  8vo.  "  Mr.  Quin  shewed  me  a  fine  oopy  of  it 
printed  in  vellum  with  the  Uavet  unaU,  which  he  bought  of  Mr.  Egerton  at  a 
▼exy  moderate  price.  It  is,  perhaps  (adds  he),  the  only  wtcut  vellum  Aldus  in 
the  world."  From  the  joyous  strain  of  this  extract,  the  l>octor  may  be  furiy 
suspected  of  having  strongly  exhibited  this  second  symptom  of  the  Bibliomania  I 

*  This  third  symptom  has  not  escaped  the  discerning  eye  of  the  Manchester 
physician  ;  for  thus  sings  Dr.  Ferriar : 

He  pastes,  from  injar'd  volomes  snipt  awsy. 

His  Bngliah  Heads  in  chronicled  array, 

Tom  from  their  destin*d  psgt  (unworthy  nssd 

Of  Knightly  counsel,  and  heroic  deedX 

Not  FaUhom$*t  stroke,  nor  FUUTt  own  tjpes  can  save 

The  gallant  Verei,  and  one-eyed  Ogle  brave. 

Indignant  readen  seek  the  Image  fled. 

And  corse  the  bony  fool  who  tooitte  a  head. 

Proudly  he  shews,  with  many  a  smile  elate, 
The  scrambling  eul^ects  of  the  privaU  plaie 
While  Time  their  actions  and  their  names  bereaves. 
They  grin  for  ever  In  the  guarded  leaves. 

The  BMiomania;  v.  119—130. 

These  are  happy  thoughts,  happily  expressed.  In  illustration  of  v.  123,  the 
author  observes, — "  three  fine  heads,  for  the  sake  of  which,  the  beautiful  and 
interesting  commentaries  of  6ir  Frands  Vere  have  been  mutilated  by  ooUeotors 
of  English  portraits.*'  Dr.  Ferriar  might  have  added  that»  wheti  a  Orangerian 
bibliomaniac  commences  his  iLLUSTRATiNa  career,  he  does  not  £ail  to  make  a 
desperate  onset  upon  Speed,  Boiuard,  and  the  Herooloffia,  Even  the  lovely 
prints  of  Houbraken  (in  Dr.  Birch*s  account  of  lUushious  Persona  of  Great 
Britain)  escape  not  the  ravages  of  his  passion  for  illustration.  The  platea  which 
adorn  these  books  are  considered  among  the  foundation  materiala  of  a  Orangerian 
building.  But  it  is  time,  according  to  my  plan,  to  introduce  other  sarcastie 
strains  of  poetry. 


I 
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or  first  appearance^  of  this  symptom,  has  been  traced 
by  some  to  the  publication  of  the  Rev. Granger's 

THIRB  MAXIM. 

Who,  Bweailng  not  a  line  to  miss, 
Doats  on  the  leaf  his  fingers  kiss. 
Thanking  the  words  for  all  his  bliss,— 

Shall  rae,  at  last,  his  passion  frustrate : 
We  love  the  page  that  draws  its  flavour 
From  Draftsman,  Etcher,  and  Engraver 
And  hint  the  booby  (by  his  favour) 

Ills  gloomy  copy  to  **  Illustrate." 

Biblloaophia  ;  p.  t. 

At  this  stage  of  our  iDquirieSi  let  me  submit  a  new  remedy  as  an  acquisitioii 
to  the  Materia  Medica,  of  which  many  first-rate  physicians  may  not  be  aware — 
by  propomng  a 

ttedpe  for  3EIIuiStrat(on. 

Take  any  passage  from  any  author — to  wit :  the  following  (which  I  have 
done^  quite  at  random)  from  Speed  :  'Henry  U  Spenser,  the  warlike  Bitfi&p  of 
Korvnchf  being  drawn  on  by  Pope  Vrhan  to  preach  Uie  Crumde,  and  to  bet 
General  against  Clem/tnt  (whom  sundry  Cai'diiials  and  great  Prelatejt  had  also 
elected  Pope)  having  a  fifteenth  granted  to  him,  for  that  purpose,  by  par- 
liament," &c.  HiMorie  oj  Great  liritaine,  p.  721,  edit.  1632.  Now,  let  the 
reader  observe,  here  are  only  four  lines ;  but  which,  to  be  froperlt  illus- 
TRATBD,  should  be  treated  thus  :  1st,  procure  all  the  portraits,  at  all  periods  of 
his  life,  of  Henry  le  Spencer ;  2d1y,  obtain  every  view,  ancient  and  modem, 
like  or  unlike,  of  the  city  of  Norwich ;  and,  if  fortune  favour  you,  of  every 
Biskop  qf  the  same  see ;  3dly,  every  portrait  of  Pope  Vrban  must  be  procured  ; 
and  as  many  prints  and  drawings  as  can  give  some  -  notion  of  Vie  Crusade — 
together  with  a  few  etchings  (if  there  be  any)  of  Peter  the  Hermit  and  Richard  /., 
who  took  such  active  parts  in  the  Crusade ;  4th]y,  you  must  search  high  and 
low,  early  and  late,  for  every  print  of  Clemehi ;  6thly,  procure,  or  you  will  be 
wretched,  as  many  fine  prints  of  Cardinals  and  Prelates,  singly  or  in  groups, 
as  will  impress  you  with  a  proper  idea  of  the  Conclave ;  and  6thly,  see  whether 
you  may  not  obtain,  at  some  of  our  most  distinguished  old-print  sellers,  views 
of  the  house  of  Parliament  ai  the  period  (A.D.  1383.)  here  deecribed!  1 1  The 
result,  gentle  reader,  will  be  this  :  you  will  have  work  enough  cut  out  to  occupy 
you  for  one  whole  month  at  least,  from  rise  to  set  of  sun— in  parading  the 
streets  of  our  metropolis :  nor  will  the  expense  in  coa^  hire,  or  shoe  leather,  be 
the  least  which  you  will  have  to  encounter  1  The  prints  themselves  may  cost 
jom^thing  1  Lest  any  fastidious  and  cynical  critic  should  accuse  me,  and  with 
apparent  justice,  of  gross  exaggeration  or  ignorance  in  this  recipe,  I  will  inform 
him,  on  good  authority,  that  a  late  distinguished  and  highly  respectable  female 
collector,  who  had  commenced  an  illustrated  bible,  procured  not  fewer  than 
seven  hundred  prints  for  the  illustration  of  the  20th,  21st,  22d,  23d,  24th,  and 
25th*  verses  of  the  Ist  chapter  of  Gksnesis  t  The  illustrated  copy  of  Mr.  Fox's 
Historical  work,  mentioned  in  the  first  edition  of  this  work,  p.  63,  is  now 
in  the  possession  of  Lord  Mountjoy.  The  similar  copy  of  Walter  Scott's 
edition  of  Dryden's  works,  which  has  upwards  of  650  portraits,  is  yet  in  the 
posrieasion  of  Mr.  Miller,  the  boolcscUer. 

3  K 
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Biographical  History  of  England;"  but  whoever  will 
be  at  the  pains  of  reading  the  preface  of  that  work  will 
see  that  Grang'er  shelters  himself  under  the  authorities 
of  Evelyn,  Ashmole,  and  others ;  and  that  he  alone  is 
not  to  be  considered  as  responsible  for  all  the  mischief 
which  this  passi9n  for  collecting  prints  has  occasioned. 
Granger,  however,  was  the  first  who  introduced  it  in 
the  form  of  a  history ;  and  surely  "  in  an  evil  hour" 
was  that  history  published ;  although  its  amiable  author 
must  be  acquitted  of  "  malice  prepense." 

Granger's  work  seems  to  have  sounded  the  tocsin  for 
a  general  rummage  after,  and  plunder  of,  old  prints. 
Venerable  philosophers,  and  veteran  heroes,  who  had 
long  reposed  in  unmolested  dignity  within  the  mag^- 
nificent  folio  volumes  which  recorded  their  achieve- 
ments, were  instantly  dragged  forth  from  their  peaceful 
abodes,  to  be  inlaid  by  the  side  of  some  clumsy  modem 
engraving,  within  an  Illustrated  Granger! 

Nor  did  the  madness  stop  here.  Illustration  was 
the  order  of  the    day;    and  Shakspeare*  and  Clarendon 


*  Lysander  would  not  have  run  on  in  this  declamatory  strain,  if  it  had  beea 
kit  good  fortune,  as  it  has  been  mine,  to  witness  the  extraordinary  copy  of  an 
ILLUSTRATED  Shaksfears  in  the  possession  of  Earl  Spencer ;  which  owes  its 
magic  to  the  perseverance  and  taste  of  the  Dowager  Lady  Lucan,  mother  to  the 
present  Countess  Spencer.  For  sixteen  years  did  this  accomplished  Lady  pursae 
the  pleasurable  toil  pf  illustration  ;  having  commenced  it  in  her  50th,  and 
finished  it  in  her  66th  year.  Whatever  of  tab-te,  beauty,  and  judgment  in 
decoration— by  means  of  portraits,  landscapes,  houses,  and  tombs — flowers,  birds* 
insects,  heraldic  ornaments,  and  devices, — could  dress  our  immortal  bard  in  a 
yet  more  fascinating  form,  has  been  accomplished  by  the  noble  hand  which 
undertook  so  Herculean  a  task— and  with  a  truth,  delicacy,  and  finish  of 
execution,  which  have  been  rarely  equalled  !  Hiese  ma^ificent  volumes  (bein^ 
the  folio  edition  printed  by  Bulmer)  are  at  once  beautiful  and  secured  by  green 
velvet  binding,  with  embossed  clasps  and  comers  of  solid  silver,  washed  with 
gold.  Each  volume  is  preserved  in  a  silken  cover — ^and  the  whole  is  kept  in- 
violate from  the  impurities  of  bibliomuniacal  miasmata,  in  a  sarcophagus-shaped 
piece  of  furniture  of  cedar  and  mahog^y.  What  is  the  pleasure  experienced 
by  the  most  resolute  antiquary,  when  he  has  obtained  a  peep  at  the  inmost 
sarcophagus  of  the  largest  pyramid  of  Egypt,  compared  with  thrt  which  a 
tasteful  bibliomaniac  enjoys  upon  contemplating. this  illustrated  Shakespeare, 
now  reposing  in  all  the  classical  magnificence  and  congenial  retirement  of  its 
possessor  ?— But  why  do  I  surpass  Lysander  in  the  warmth  and  vehemence  of 
narration  !    And  yet,  let  me  not  forget  that  the  same  noble  owner  has  another 
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became  the  next  objects  of  its  attack.  From  these  it 
has  glanced  off,  in  a  variety  of  directions,  to  adorn  the 
pages  of  humbler  wights ;  and  the  passion,  or  rather 
this  symptom  of  the  Bil)liomania,  yet  rages  with  un- 
diminished force.  If  judiciously  treated,  it  is,  of  all  the 
symptoms,  the  least  lial)le  to  mischief.  To  possess  a 
series  of  well-executed  portraits  of  illustrious  men,  at 
different  periods  of  their  lives,  from  blooming  boyhood 
to  phlegmatic  old  age,  is  sufficiently  amusing;  but  to 
possess  every  portrait,  bad,  indifferent,  and  unlike,  be- 
trays such  a  dangerous  and  alarming  symptom  as  to 
render  the  case  almost  incurable? 

There  is  another  mode  of  illustrating  copies  by  which 
this  symptom  of  the  Bibliomania  may  be  known  ;  it 
consists  in  bringing  together,  from  different  works,  [in- 
cluding newspapers  and  magazines,  and  ))y  means  of 
the  scissars,  or  otherwise  by  transcription]  every  page 
or  paragraph  which  has  any  connexion  with  the  clia- 
racter  or   subject  under  discussion.     This  is   a  useful* 


fllustratod  copy  of  the  same  bard,  on  a  smaller  scale,  of  wliich  mention  has 
already  been  made  in  my  account  of  the  donor  of  it,  the  late  George  Stoevens. 
Tom,  gentle  reader,  for  one  moment,  to  page  428,  ante.  Tlie  illustrated 
Clabezidon,  above  hinted  at  by  Lysandor,  is  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  H.  A. 
Sutherland  ;  and  is,  perhaps,  a  matchless  copy  of  the  author :  every  siege,  battle, 
town,  and  house-view — as  well  as  i)ortrait — being  introduced  within  the  leaves. 
I  will  not  even  hasard  a  conjecture  for  how  many  thouMnd  jtounds  its  owner 
might  dispose  of  it,  if  the  inclination  of  parting  with  it  should  ever  possess 
bim.  The  British  Musoimi  has  recently  been  enriched  with  a  similar  copy  of 
Fesvast'b  London,  on  large  {taper.  Prints  and  drawings  of  all  descriptions, 
which  could  throw  light  upon  the  antiquities  of  our  metropolis,  are  inserted  in 
this  extraordinary  copy,  which  belonged  to  the  late  Mr.  Crowles ;  who  expended 
2000^  upon  the  same,  and  who  bequeathed  it,  in  the  true  spirit  of  virtA,  to  the 
Museum.    Let  Crachjuiodb  and  Cbowles  be  held  in   respectful  remembrance  I 

*  Numerous  are  the  instances  of  the  peculiar  use  and  value  of  copies  of  this 
kind ;  especially  to  those  who  are  engaged  in  publications  of  a  similar  nature. 
0ldt8*8  inUrlmvtd  LawjUihir  (of  Mr.  Reed's  transcript  of  which  a  copy  is  in 
the  possession  of  Mr.  Hobur)  is  re-echoed  in  almost  every  recent  work  connected 
with  the  belles-lettres  of  our  country.  Oldys  him.<U)lf  was  unrivalled  in  this 
method  of  illustration ;  if,  exclusively  of  Langbaine,  his  copy  of  Fuller' i 
Worthies  [once  Mr.  Stoevens',  now  Mr.  Malono's.  Soo  liiU.  Stecvent,  no.  1709] 
be  alone  considered!  This  Oldys  was  the  oddest  mortal  that  over  wrote. 
Grose,  in  his  Olio,  gives  an  amusing  account  of  his  having  "a  numlicr  of  small 

2  Ki 
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and  entertaining  mode  of  illustrating  a  favourite  author ; 
and  copies  of  works  of  this  nature,  when  executed  by 
skilful  hands,  should  be  deposited  in  public  libraries ; 
as  many  a  biographical  anecdote  of  eminent  literary 
characters  is  preserved  in  consequence.  I  almost  ridi- 
culed the  idea  of  an  lUustrcUed  Chattertm,  'till  the 
sight  of  your  friend  Bernardo's  copy,  in  eighteen 
volumes,  made  me  a  convert  to  the  utility  that  may  be 
derived  from  a  judicious  treatment  of  this  symptom  of 
the  Bibliomania :  and  indeed,  of  a  rainy  day,  the  same 
bibliomaniac's  similar  copy  of  Walton's  Complete  Angler 
affords  abundant  amusement  in  the  perusal. 

Lis.  Forgive  me,  if  I  digress  a  little.  But  is  not 
the  knowledge  of  rarey  curious,  and  beautiful  Prints — ^so 
necessary,  it  would  seem,  towards  the  perfecting  of 
illustrate  copies — is  not  this  knowledge  of  long  and 
difficult  attainment? 

Lysand.  Unquestionably,  this  knowledge  is  very  re- 
quisite towards  becoming  a  complete  pupil  in  the  school 
OF  Granger.*  Nor  is  it,  as  you  very  properly  sup- 
pose, of  short  or  easy  acquirement. 

parcliment  bags  inscribed  with  the  names  of  the  persons  whose  lives  he  intended 
to  write ;  into  which  he  put  every  circumstance  and  anecdote  he  could  collect^ 
and  from  thence  drew  up  his  history."  See  Noble's  College  cf  Amu,  p.  420. 
Thus  far  the  first  edition  of  this  work  ;  p.  64.  It  remains  to  add  that,  whatever 
were  the  singularities  and  capriciousness  of  Oldys,  his  talents  were  far  beyond 
mediocrity ;  as  his  publication  of  the  HarhiuH  Miscellany ,  and  Raleigk^g  Hittortf 
of  the  World,  abundantly  prove.  To  the  latter,  a  life  of  Raleigh  is  prefixed  ; 
and  the  number  of  pithy,  pleasant,  and  profitable  notes  subjoined  shew  that 
Oldys's  bibliographical  talents  were  not  eclipsed  by  those  of  any  contemporary. 
His  Brituh  Librarian  has  been  more  than  once  noticed  in  the  preceding  pages : 
vide  p.  51  :  468.  There  is  a  portrait  of  him,  in  a  full-dressed  suit  and  bag-wig^ 
.  in  one  of  the  numbers  of  the  European  Magazine ;  which  has  the  complete  air 
of  a  fine  gentleman.  Let  me  just  observe,  in  elucidation  of  what  Lysander 
above  means  by  this  latter  mode  of  illustrating  copies,  that  in  the  Bodleiaa 
library  there  is  a  copy  of  KusUr*8  edition  ofSuidas  filled,  from  beginning  to  end, 
with  MS.  notes  and  excerpts  of  various  kinds,  by  the  famous  lyOrville,  tending 
to  illustrate  the  ancient  lexicographer. 

*  Grajtoeb's  BiograpJUcal  History  qf  England  was  first  published,  I  believe, 
in  1769,  4to.,  2  vols.  It  has  since  undergone  four  impressions  ;  the  last  being  in 
1804,  8vo.,  4  vols.  A  Coniinuaiion  qf  the  same,  by  the  Rev.  Mark  Noblb; 
was  published  in  1807,  8vo.,  3  vols.  :  so  that  if  the  lover  of  rare  and  eurioos 
prints  get  possession  of  these  volumes,  with  Ames's  CcUaloffue  qf  English  Reads, 
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Alm AN.  How  SO  ?  A  very  littie  care,  with  a  tolerably 
good  taste^  is  only  required  to  know  when  a  print  is 
well  engraved. 

Lysand.  Alas^  Madam !  the  excellence  of  engraving 
is  oftentimes  but  a  secondary  consideration  ! 

1748^  8to.  ;  and  Walpole's  Catalogue  of  Engravers,  1776,  8vo.  ;  Bbohlet's 
Catalogue  of  Engraved  Portrait*,  1793,  4to. ;  together  with  Catalogrues  of  English 
Portraits,  being  the  collections  of  Mr.  Barnard,  Sir  W.  Musgrave,  Mr. 
Ttssen,  Sir  James- Wn«T£R  Lake  ;  and  many  other  similar  catalogues  put 
forth  by  Mr.  Richardson  and  Mr.  Grave  ;  he  may  be  said  to  be  in  a  fair  way 
to  become  master  of  the  wholo  arcana  of  Print-colI/ECTINQ.  But  let  him  take 
heed  to  the  serere  warning-voice  uttered  by  RowE  Mores,  in  his  criticism  upon 
tiie  Catalogue  of  English  Heads,  published  by  Ames  :  *  This  performance  (says 
the  splenetic  and  too  prophetic  critic)  is  not  to  be  despised :  judiciously  executed, 
a  work  of  this  sort  would  be  an  appendage  entertaining  and  useful  to  the  readers 
of  English  biography ;  and  it  ought  to  be  done  at  the  common  labour,  expense, 
and  charges  of  these  Iconoclasts— hocsmao  their  depredations  are  a  grand  im- 
pediment to  another  who  should  attempt  it :  and  if  this  godt  for  prints  and 
thieving  continues,  let  private  owners  and  public  libraries  look  well  to  their 
books,  for  there  will  not  remain  a  valuable  book  ungarbled  by  their  connois- 
seuringvillany  :  for  neither  honesty  nor  oaths  restrain  them.  Yet  thoso  fancUrs, 
is  prints  themselves  are  to  be  collected,  instead  of  being  injurious  to  every 
body,  might  make  themselves  serviceable  to  posterity,  and  become  a  kind  of 
medalists  (who,  by  the  bye,  are  almost  as  great  thieves  as  themselves,  though 
the  hurt  they  do  is  nut  so  extensive,  as  it  lies  chiefly  among  themselves,  who  all 
hold  this  dj>ctrine,  that  "  exchange  is  no  robbery ;"  but,  if  they  could  filch 
without  exchanging,  no  scruple  of  conscience  would  prevent  them) :  wo  say 
they  might  render  themselves  useful  to  posterity,  by  gathering  together  the 
historical,  i)olitical,  satyrical,  anecdotal  and  temporal  pieces,  with  which  the  age 
abounds ;  adding  an  explanation  'of  the  intent  and  meaning  for  the  instruction 
and  amusement  of  times  to  come.  The  misfortune  is,  they  must  buy  the  one, 
but  they  can  steal  tho  other ;  and  steal  they  will,  although  watched  with  the 
eyes  of  Argus :  unless  the  valuables,  like  some  other  jocalia,  are  shewn  to  them 
through  a  grate ;  and  even  tlven,  the  keeper  must  be  vigilant !  *  Of  English 
Founders  and  Foundries ;  p.  85.  Tliis  extract  is  curious  on  account  of  the  tart, 
but  just,  sentiments  which  prevail  in  it;  but,  to  the  bibliomaniac,  it  is  doubly 
curious,  when  he  ia  informed  that  onh/  eighty  copies  of  this  Typographical 
Treatise  (of  100  pages — including  the  Appendix)  were  printed.  The  author  was 
a  testy,  but  sagacious,  bibliomaniac,  and  should  have  been  introduced  among  his  * 
brethren  in  Part  V.  It  is  not,  however,  too  late  to  subjoin  the  following  : 
£ibliotheca  Aloresiana.  A  Catalogue  of  the  Large  and  Valuable  LiWary  qf 
Printed  Boohs,  rare  old  ti-acts,  ManuscriptSf  Prints,  and  Drawings,  Copjter  Plates, 
gundrg  Antiquities,  Philosophical  Instruments,  and  other  Curiosities,  of  tJtat  emi- 
nent British  Antiquary,  the  late  Rev.  and  learned  Edward  Rowe  Mores,  F.A.S., 
deceased,  &c.  Sold  by  auction  by  Mr.  Patterson,  August  1779.  This  collection 
exhibited,  like  its  owner,  a  strange  mixture  of  what  was  curious,  whimsical,  and 
ingenious  in  human  nature.  There  were  2838  lots  of  printed  books.  Tlie  rare 
old  black- Utter  hooks  and  tracts,  begin  at  p.  52. 
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Belin.    Do  pray  explain. 

Lysand.     I  will,  and  as  briefly  and   perspicaously    as 
possible. 

There  are,  first,  all  the  varieties  of  the  same  print*  to 

*  The  reader,  by  means  of  the  preceding  note,  having  been  put  in  pooBession 
of  some  of  the  principal  works  from  which  information,  relating  to  Prott- 
CoLLKcrnio  may  be  successfully  gleaned,  it  remains  for  me — who  have  been 
described  as  sitting  in  a  comer  to  compile  notes  for  Lysander's  text-disooiirBe— 
to  add  something  by  way  of  illustration  to  the  above  sweeping  satire.  One  or 
the  other  of  the  points  touched  upon  in  the  text  will  be  found  here  more 
particularly  elucidated. 

Catalogue  of  Barnard's  Prints  ;  1798,  8vo. 
7th  Day's  Sale. 

NO.  £    «.    ci. 

47.    Sir  Thos.  Isham  de  Lamport,  by  Loggan  and  Valck;  before 
the  namet  of  the  artists,  veryfitu,         .  .  .  •  .550 

68.  King  Charles  I.  on  horseback,  with  the  page,  by  Lombard ; 

very  fine  and  scarce.      .  .  .  .  .  .  .      1  14    0 

69.  The  same  plate  ;  with  Cromweirt  head  substituted  for  the  King*s 
—variation  in  the  drapery.       .  .  .  .  .  .860 

70.  The  same  :  a  curious  proof — the  face  blank  and  no  inscription 

at  bottom — drapery  of  the  page  different — and  other  variations.  12  0 
90.    Catharine,  queen  of  K.  Charles  II.  ;  tit  the  dress  in  whidi  she 

arrived :  very  scarce.    By  Faithome.  .  .  .  .       4  16    0 

97.    Queen  Eliaabeth ;  habited  in  the  superb  court  dress  in  which 

she  went  to  St.   Paul's  to  return  thanks  for  the  defeat  of  the 

Spanish  Armada — by  Passe ;  from  a  painting  of  Isaac  Oliver.        .       6  12    6 

[I  have  known  from  14/.  to  20/.  given  for  a  fine  impression  of 
this  curious  print :  but  I  am  as  well  pleased  with  Mr.  Turner's 
recently  published,  and  admirably  executed,  facsimile  mezzotint 
engraving  of  it;  a  proof  of  which  costs  1/.  Is.  Every  member  of 
the  two  Houses— and  every  land  and  sea  Captain— ought  to  hang 
up  this  print  in  his  sitting-room.] 

Eighth  day's  Sale. 

6.    Esther   before   Ahasuorus :  engraved  by  Hollar ;  first  impres- 
sion ;  tpith  the  portraits  at  top  ;  curions  and  extremely  rare.   .  .     16    0     0 

199.  Jo.  Banfi  Hunniades  ;  proof  \  very  fine  and  rare.    By  the  same      2    7    0 

200.  The  same  print,  vnth  variations.    By  the  same.  .  .      S  15    0 
202.    The  Stone-eater ;  with  his  history  below.    By  the  same.     Very 

rare.  .440 

248.*    Sir  Thomas  Chaloner  ;  by  the  same.    A  proqf  impression.     One 

qf  the  scarcest  prints  in  existence.  .  .  .  .  .     59  17    0 

[A  similar  print  has  been  since  sold  for  74/. ;  which  is  in  the 
collection  of  Mr.  John  Townley ;  whose  Hollars  are  unrivalled  !] 

256.  *  Herbert,  Earl  of  Pembroke  ;  before  the  alteration.   By  the  same.      2  10    0 

257.  Devereux,  Earl  of  Essex ;  on  liorsebaci.    By  the  same.  .       4    5    0 
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be  considered  ! — whether  it  have  the  name  of  the  charac- 
ter^ or  artist,  omitted  or  subjoined :  whether  the  head  of 
the  print  be  without  the  body,  or  the  body  without  the 

CATALOaUB  OF  BABNARD'S  FBINTS. 
HO.  £     9,     d- 

258.  Devereax,  Earl  of  Essex :  Handing  on  foot;  whole  length.    By 

the  same.  .  .440 

259.  Algernon,    Earl    of   Northumberland;    on   hartehaeh.    By  the 

Bam&  ...    14    0    0 

266.  Lady  Elizabeth  Shirley ;  an  unfinished  proqf,  the  chaplet  round 
her  head  being  only  traced ;  curious  and  extremdy  rare.    By  the 

same.  10  10    0 

267.  A  reveru  qf  ike  proof  \  very  fine.    By  the  same.  .550 

Catalogue  of  Sib  William  Musgbave's  Pbint&l 

Third  Day's  Sale. 

29.    George,  Earl  of  Berkeley ;  oval,  in  his  robes,  1679 ;  extra  fie 

and  rare,  ,  .  .  .  .  .  .    10    5    0 

45.    George,   Duke  of  Buckingham ;  oval ;  cloaJk  over  his  left  arm, 
hand  on  sword,  nine  lines  expressive  oj  his  titles,  tbc.    Sold  by  P. 
Stent :  fine  and  extra  rare.    .  .  .  .  .  .      4  12    0 

109.  George,  Earl  of  Cumberland ;  whole  length,  dressed  for  a  tour- 
nament.   By  R.  White. 11    0    0 

Fifth  Day's  Sale. 

94.    The  Newcastle  Family,  in  a  room,  after  Diepenbeke,  by  Clowet ; 

a  beautiful  proof,  before  the  verses,  extra  rare.  .  .  .     89  18    0 

,  ^  [There  is  a  very  indifferent  copy  of  this  print.  The  original 
may  be  seen  in  the  collection  of  the  Marquis  of  Stafford  and  Sir  M. 
H.  Sykes,  Bart.  Nothing  can  exceed  the  tenderness  and  delicacy 
of  Clowet's  engraving  of  this  naturally  conceived  and  well-managed 
picture.] 

Tenth  Day's  Sale. 

82.  Richard  Smith  ;  virtuoso  and  literary  character.  By  W.  Sher- 
win  ;  extra  rare  and  fine.  [See  my  account  of  this  distinguished 
bibliomaniac  at  p.  802,  ante.  Sir  M.  M.  Sykes  is  in  possession 
of  Sir  William  Musgrave's  copy  of  the  portrait]      .  .  .      7  17    0 

Eleventh  Day's  Sale. 

80.  Sir  Francis  Willoughby  ;  with  a  view  qf  WoUaton  Hall ;  mezzo- 
tint by  T.  Man,  extra  ixire.     .  .  .  .  .  .    18    2    6 

48.    Sir  Frauds  Wortley ;  1652,  folio :  with  trophies,  boots,  d:c.,  by 

A.  Hertochs  :  extra  rare  and  fine.      .  .  .  .  .    29  10    0 

Eighteenth  Day's  Sale. 

78.  Dr.  Francis  Bernard  ;  a  touched  proof;  very  rare.  [The  reader 
may  recollect  this  sagacious  bibliomaniac,  as  noticed  at  page  816, 
ante.]  .      4  14    6 
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head — and  whether  this  latter  be  finished,  or  in  the 
outline,  or  ghostly  white !  Then  you  must  go  to  the  dress 
of  this  supposed  portrait : — whether  full  or  plain ;  court 

Catalooub  of  Sm  Wm.  Mttbgrave's  Pbiktb. 
Twentieth  Day's  Sale. 

HO.  £    $.     d. 

86.    Sir  Matthew  lister ;  M.D  1646 ;  by  P.  Van  Somer ;  fine  pnof, 

extra  rare,        .  .  .  •  .  .     14  14     0 

86.    Humphrey  Lloyd,  of  Denbigh,  Antiquary,  etat  84, 1651.    By 

Faber,  1717,  extra  rare  and/me,        .  .  .  .  .470 

Twenty-6r8t  Day's  Sal^. 

9.    Sir  John  Marsham ;  i»tat  80.    By  R  White,  extra  rare  and  fine,      6    6    0 
19.    Martin  Master ;  stat  53.  1607.    By  R.  Gaywood,  extra  rare 

and  fLae,  .  .  .  .  .  .  ,  .880 

Twenty-seventh  Day's  Sale. 
80.    Lady  Paston,  wife  of  Sir  William  Paston,  by  W.  Faithome; 

extra  rare  and  fine,      ,  .  .  .  .  .     81     0    0 

82.    Mary,  Countess  of  Pembroke,  by  Simon  Passe,  1618.    Fine  and 

rare,     .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .    10    0    0 

88.    Penelope,  Countess  of  Pembroke,  in  an  oval,  by  W.  Hollar.  Mare,      3    6    0 
84.    Anne  Clifford,  Countess  of  Pembroke,  by  B.  White :  extra  rare 

ofuifine.  .  .  .  .  .      7  17    6 

[The  prints  at  this  sale — the  catalogue  containing  328  pages — 
were  sold  for  4987/.  17f.] 

Miscellaneous  Catalogues  of  Pbints. 

First  Day's  Sale. 

6S,  Richard  Cromwell,  Lord  Protector,  in  a  square.  "  This  portrait 
was  etched  by  Hollar,  but  he  was  afraid  to  put  his  name  to  it ;  and 
the  plate  was  destroyed  as  soon  as  Richard  resigned  his  pretensions 
to  the  Protectorship."    Note  by  Mr.  Hillier.     Very  rare.  .       1  10    0 

61.  Lord  Digby,  in  armour  ;  after  Vander  Boroht.    Extra  rare  and 

fine.      .  .  .  990 

64.  Robert  Devereux,  Earl  of  Essex,  standing,  tohole  length :  army 

in  the  distance,  1644,  fine  and  rare,    .  .  .  .  .550 

65.  The  same,  on  horseback  :  under  ^  the  horse  a  map  of  England ; 

1^^  I  first  ^ate  qf  the  plaJte  \  extra  fine  and  rare.       .  .  .      9    (I     0 

78.    Hollar's  own  portrait,  in  an  oval,  eetat  40,  1647  :  mik  variations 

in  the  arms.  .  .  .  .880 

Sixth  Day's  Sale. 
58.    Sir  William  Paston,  1659  :  esteemed  Faithome's  finest  portrait : 

exirarare,  .  .  .  .  .  •    10  15    0 

56.    Carew  Reynell,  from  the  Fothergill  collection :  extra  fine  and 

rare.     .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .    16    5    6 

62.  Prince  Rupert,    in    armour,    right  hand  on  the  breast:  , after 
Vandyok.    Sold  by  Robert  Peake.    Extra  fine  and  rare.  9    0    0 
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or  country-fashioned  :  whether  it  have  a  hat,  or  no  hat ; 
feather,  or  no  feather ;  gloves,  or  no  gloves ;  sword,  or 
no  sword ;  and  many  other  such  momentous  points. 

MisosLLAinious  Cataloqxtb  ov  Prints. 
Thirteenth  Day's  Sale. 

NO.  £    9,  d. 

54.  King  and  Queen  of  Bohemia,  and  five  children,  by  Wm.  Passe, 
with  thirty-two  Englishes  [qu  f] ;  1621 :  extra  fine  and  rwrt^ 
The  same  plate;  vi(A  iJki  addition  oj  five  children;  the  youngest 

in  a  eradU,      .  .  .  .  •  .  .  .      4  11    0 

55.  The  same,  sitting  under  a  tree ;  with  four  children ;  the  youngest 
playing  with  a  rabbit:  fine  ami  rare.  .  .  .  .660 

92.    James,  Duke  of  York  :  with  the  anchor,  prooj ;  very  fine  and 

rare.    (16th  day's  sale.)         .  .  .  .  .  .526 

72.    Sir  Francis  Winderbank  and  Lord  Finch;  withFinch*s  wings 

flying  to  Winderbank;  extrtk  Tare,    (19th  day.)       .  .  .    25    0    0 

A  Catalogue  qf  a  genuine  and  valualle  Collection  of  Engliih  and 
Foreign  Portraits,  <bc.,  sold  by  Auction  by  Mr,  Richardson,  Fdh 
ruary  18, 1798. 

1st  day's  sale. 

34.    Princess  Augusta  Maria,  daughter  of  Charles  I.  in  hat  and 

feather,  eetat.  15, 1646  :  by  Henry  Danckers,  1640.    Fine  and  rare,      8    8 
*  57.    Anne,  Queen  of  James  I.  with  her  daughter  Anne ;  curiously 

dressed,  whole  length.    By  J.  Visscher  :  extra  fine  and  rare.  .      6    0    0 

41.  Mary,  Queen  of  Scotts:  *'Scotorumquenunc  Regina" — in  an 
oval :  cap  adorned  with  jewels,  feat/ier-fan  in  her  hand,  &c.  By 
Peter  Mynginus  :  extra  fine  and  rare.  .  .  .  .      6  12    0 

58.  Prince  Frederick,  Count  Palatine,  with  Princoss  Elizabeth, 
whole  length,  superbly  dressed :  By  B.   Elstracke :  extra  fine  and 

rare.     .  : 14    0    0 

^74.    Henry  the  Eighth,  with  hat  and  feather,  large  fur  tippet :  by 

C.  M(atsis) ;  very  fine,  aivd  supposed  unique,  ,  ,  .    10  10    0 

79.  Mary,   Queen    of   Scots  :    veiVd  cross  at  her  breast :   astoL  44, 

1583 :  extra  fine  and  rare.      .  .  .  .  .  .926 

80.  Queen  Elizabeth ;   superbly  dressed,  between  two  pillars :  extra 

fine  cMd  rare.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .    15  15    0 

A  Catalogue  of  a  valuaUe  and  genuine  Collection  of  Prints,  Draw- 
ings,  and  elegantly  iUuslrated  Books,  dx,,  sold  by  auction  by  Mr, 
Richardson ;  March,  1800. 

148.  Henry,  Lord  Damley,  by  Passe ;  fine  and  very  rare.       .  .    16    0    0 

186.  Sir  Philip  Sidney,  by  Elstracke ;  extremely  fine.  .  .310 

263.  Thomas  Howard,  Earl  of  Suffolk,  by  ditto,  extra  fine  and  rare.    18    0    0 

264.  Edward  Somerset,  Earl  of  Worcester,  by  Simon  Passe :  lare 

and  fine.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .      7  15    0 

265.  Henry  Vere,  Earl  of  Oxford,  sold  by  Compton  Holland ;  very 

rare  and  fine.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .900 
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Next  let  us  discuss  the  serious  subject  of  the  bact- 
ground ! — whether  it  be  square  or  oval ;  dark  or  ligrht ; 
put  in  or  put  out ;   stippled  or  stroked  ;  and  sundry  other 

MlSOBLLAKEOUS  CaTALOGXTBS  OF  PRDm. 

NO.  £     C     d. 

278.    Henry  Wriothesly^  Earl  of  SouthAmpton,  by  Simon  Passe ; 

mod  hrilliani  impremon,  extra  rare.  .  .  .  .     13     5     (h 

278.  Thomas  Howard,  Earl  of  Arundel,  by  the  same ;  rare  and 

veryjine.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .500' 

279.  Biohard  SackVille,  Earl  of  Dorset,  by  the  same  ;  exlra  fins 

and  rare— {with  a  oopy  by  Thane).    .  .  .  .  .3    0    0- 

280.  John  Digby,  Earl  of  Bristol ;  rare  and  fine  :  from  the  Fother- 

gill  Collection.  .  .  .  .  ,  .     13    0    0 

281.  Robert  Sidney,  Viscount  Lisle,  by  Simon    Passe  ;   rare  and 

veryfin4  .  .  .52^ 

284.    Edmund,  Baron  Sheffield :  by  Elstracke ;  very  fine,       .  .     14  10    O 

286.    James,  Lord  Hay,  by  Simon  Passe ;  hrUliarU  impremon,  fine 

a)u2  rare.  .900 

294.    George  Mountaine,  Bishop  of  London;  6.Y.  soulpsit;  very 

fine  and  rare.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .       5  10     0 

830.    Sir  Julius  CsBsar,  by  Elstracke  ;  extra  fine  and  rare.       .  .    23  12    6 

885.    Arthurus  Severus  Nonesuch  O'Toole,  by  Delaram ;   mod  bril- 
liant impression,  and  very  rare  (with  the  copy).         .  .  .     11  11     0 

867.    Sir  John  Wynn  do  Gwedir,  by  Vaughan  ;  very  rare,       ,  .660 

472.    Prince  Frederic  Henry,  by  Delaram  :  ver^  fine  and  rare.  .      5     7    6 

479.    Prince  Rupert,  by  Faithome  ;  very  fine  and  rare.  .  .750 

567.    Sir  John  Hotham,  GoTemor  of  Hull  ;^vhole  Ungtk ;  extremely 

rare  and  fine.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .    43    1   , 0 

812.    Edward  Mascall,  by  Gammon.      .  .  .  .780 

946.    Edward  Wetenhall,  Bishop  of  Corke  and  Ross  ;  mezzotint,  by 

Becket;^n«.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .500 

960.    Andrew  Lortie,  by  Van  Somer.    .  .  .  .  .     13    5    0 

979.    Thomas  Cole,  large  mezzotint.      .  .  .  .  .      4  10    0 

997.    Sir  William  Portman,  mezzotint.  .  .  .  .      7  10    0 

1001.    Anthony,  £Iarl  of  Shaftesbury,  by  Blopteling;  exceeding  fine 

impression.  .  .  .  .600 

1018.    Sir  Patrick  Lyon,  of  Carse,  by  White.      .  .  .  .560 

1088.    Sir  GreviUe  Vemey,  by  Loggan.  .  .  .  .      5  10    0 

1045.    Marmaduke  Rawdon,  by  White ;  fine.    .  .  .  .     14    0    0 

1048.    Slingsby  Bethel,  whole  length,  by   W.    Sherwin   (with  small 

copy). 17    6    0 

1054.    Samuel  Malinee,  by  Lombart ;  very  fine.  .  .  .     12    0     0 

1057.    Thomas  Killegrew,  as  sitting  with  Oie  dog :  by  Faithome.  .    16    0    0 

A  CeUalogue  of  a  very  choice  assemblage  of  English  Portraits, 
and  of  Foreigners  who  have  visited  England :  serving  to  illus- 
trate Granger's  Biographical  History  ;  the  property  of 
an  eminent  Collector,  &c.  Sold  by  auction,  by  Messrs.  King 
and  Loch^e,  April,  1810. 
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similar,  but  most  important,  considerations.  Again; 
there  are  engravings  of  different  sizes,  and  at  different 
periods,  of  the  same  individual,  or  object :  and  of  these, 
the  varieties  are  as  infinite  as  of  any  of  those  attached 
to  the  vegetable  system.  I  will  not  attempt  even  an 
outline  of  them.  But  I  had  nearly  forgotten  to  warn 
you,  in  your  Rembrandt  Prints,  to  look  sharply  after 
the  Burr  I 

Alman.    Mercy  on  us — what  is  this  JStirr  ?  ! 

Lysand.  a  slight  imperfection  only ;  which,  as  it 
rarely  occurs,  makes  the  impression  more  valuable.  It 
is  only  a  sombre  tinge  attached  to  the  copper,  before  the 
plate  is  sufficiently  polished  by  being  worked ;  and  it 
gives  a  smeared  effect,  like  smut  upon  a  lady's  face,  to 
the  impression !  But  I  am  becoming  satirical.  Which 
is  the  next  symptom  that  you  have  written  down  for 
me  to  discourse  upon  ? 

Lis.  I  am  quite  attentive  to  this  delineation  of  a  Print 
Ckmnmsseur ;  and  will  not  fail  to  mark  all  the  Rem- 
brandt* varieties,  and  take  heed  to  the  Biar  ! 

But  it  is  time  to  pause.  The  present  note  may  have  completely  served  to  shew, 
not  only  that  Lysander  was  right  in  drawing  such  bold  conclusions  respecting  the 
consequences  resulting  from  the  pubUcation  of  Granger's  Biographiod  History, 
and  the  capridousnoss  of  print-fanciers  respecting  impressions  in  their  varUma 
dagetf  and  with  all  their  varieties f — but,  that  the  pursuit  of  PRiNT-COLLEomfa  is 
both  costly  and  endless.  For  one  '  fine  and  rare*  print,  by  Hollar,  Faithome, 
Elstracke,  the  Passes,  Delaram,  or  White,  how  many  truly  precious  and  useful 
volume*  may  be  collected  ?  ''  All  this  is  vastly  fine  reasoning" — methinks  I  hear 
a  Grangerite  exclaim — "but  compare  the  comfort  afforded  by  your  'precious  and 
useful  volumes'  with  that  arising  from  the  contemplation  of  eminent  and  extra- 
ordinary characters,  executed  by  the  hurin  of  some  of  those  graphic  heroes 
before-mentioned — and  how  despicable  will  the  dry  unadorned  volume  appear  ! ! 
On  a  dull,  or  rainy  day,  look  at  an  illustrated  Shakespeare,  or  Hume,  and  then 
find  it  in  your  heart,  if  you  can,  to  depreciate  the  Gbanoerian  Passion  t !"  I 
answer,  the  Grangerite  is  madder  than  the  Bibliomaniac : — and  so  let  the 
matter  rest. 

*  All  the  book  and  print  world  have  heard  of  Daulbt's  Descriptive  CaiaXoguA 
of  the  works  of  Rembrandt,  &o.  Liverpool,  1796,  8vo.  The  author's  collection 
of  Rembrandt's  prints  (accorduig  to  a  MS.  note  prefixed  to  my  copy  of  it^  which 
is  upon  large  paper  in  4to. — of  which  only  fifty  impressions  were  struck  off)  was 
sold  at  Liverpool,  in  1799,  in  one  lot ;  and  purchased  by  Messrs.  Colnaghi, 
Manson,  and  Vernon,  for  610/.  It  was  sold  in  1800,  in  separate  lots,  for  650/., 
exclusively  of  every  oxponso  ;  after  the  purchasers  had    been   offered  800/.  for 


608  THE  ALC50VE. 

Lysand.    Do    so;    and    attend    the    shops    of    Mr. 
Richardson,  Mr.  Woodbum,  and  Mr.  Grave,  and  you  may 

the  nine.  Some  of  these  printa  came  into  the  possession  of  the  late  Mr.  Wood- 
house  (vide  p.  441,  ante) ;  and  it  is  from  the  Catalogue  of  hit  Colleotion  of 
prints  that  I  present  the  reader  with  the  following 

Rbmbbandtiana  ; 

beseeching  him  to  take  due  heed  to  what  Lysander  has  above  alluded  to  by  cUl 
the  Varietiet  and  the  Burr  / 

Lot    Daulby.  £    s.     d, 

5       80.    Abraham  entertaining  the  .three  angels  ;  very  fine,  toith 
the  burr,  on  India  paper.  .  .  .  .       2  18     O 

10       48.     The    Angel  appearing   to  the   Shepherds ;   very  fine, 
pretque  uni^nie.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .600 

14       66.    The  flight  into  Egypt,   in  the  style   of  Elsheimer ;  on 

•  India  paper,  the  Itt  impreaiion,  extremely  rare.  .  .  .       4  16     0 

22       75.    The  Hundred  Guilder  Piece.    This  impression  on  India 
paper,  wUh  the  burr,  is  acknowledged  by  the  greatest  connois- 
seurs in  this  kingdom  to  be  the  most  brilliant  extant         .  .     42    0    O 
28       75.    Ditto,  restored  plate,  by  Gapt.  Baillie,  likewiu  on  India 

paper,  and  very  fine.    .  .  •       2  12    6 

25  77.  The  Good  Samaritan ;  the  Itt  imprestion  with  (ht  white 
tail,  most  beautifully  finished,  with  a  light  point,  and  fine  hand  ; 
very  fine  and  rare.  .  .660 

27  79.    Our  Lord  before  Pilate,  tecand  impression  on  India  paper, 

fine  aju2  scarce.  .  .  .       5  15    6 

28  79.    Same  subject,  third  impression,  with  the  mask,  extremely 

rare :  from  the  collection  of  the  Burgomaster  Sul.  .  .440 

80       84.    The  Descent  from  the  Cross.    This  print  is  beautifully 
executed,  the  composition  is  grand,  and  the  head  full  of  cha- 
racter ;  Ist  and  most  brilliant  impression.       .  .  ,  .     15  15     0 
89      117.    The  Bat-killer  ;  a  most  beautiful  impression.          .  .330 
42      126.    The  Marriage  of  Jason  and  Creusa  ;  a  1st   impression, 
withoui  the  crown,  on  India  paper,  very  brilliant.      .           .            .       4  10     0 

45  152.    The  Hog;   a  remarkably  fine  impression,  from  Hou- 
braken's  collection :  scarce.    ...  .  .  .  .       1  14    0 

46  154.    The  Shell.    This  piece  is  finely  executed,  and  this  im- 
pression,   wiih   the   while  ground,    may   be   regarded    as  prtsgue 

uniqyis.  .  .  .  .      9  10    0 

47  178.    Ledikant,  or  French  Bed.     This  is  the  entire  plate,  and 

it  a  very  great  rarity.  .  .  .  .  .  .       4  14    6 

56      194.    The  Woman  with  the  Arrow :  very  tcaree.  .  .       2  15    O 

61      204.    The  Three  Trees ;  as  fine  as  possible,        .  .  .      6  10    0 

68      209.    A  Village  near  a  high  road,  arched :  1^  impression  on 

India  paper,  before  the  cross  hatchings :  scarce.  .  .  .       4  14     6 

67     218.    A  landscape  of  an  irregular  form ;  Isl  impression,  with 

the  burr,  very  scarce.    .  .  .  .  .  .500 

82      282.    Element  de  Jonge ;  Itt  impression,  the  upper  bar  of  the 

chair  it  ^fl  white,  extremely  rare.       .  .270 
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soon  have  a  chance  of  gratifying  yonr  appetite  in  these 
strange  particulars.     But  beware  of  a  Hogarth  rage  ! 

Lis.    Is  that  so  formidable  ? 

Lysand.  The  longest  life  were  hardly  able  to  make 
the  collection  of  Hogarth's  prints  complete  !  The  late 
Mr.  Ireland  has  been  the  Linnaeus  to  whom  we  are  in- 
debted for  the  most  minute  and  amusing  classification 
of  the  almost  innumerable  varieties  of  the  impressions 
of  Hogurth's  plates.* 

Lot    Daulby.         '  £    t,    d. 

83.    252.  Ditto,  second  impresnon,  very  scarce.  .        .        .        .17    0 

84  252.  Ditto,  third  impression,  vert/  fine 2  10    0 

85  253.  Abraham  France,  with  the  curtain,  on  India  paper,     •        .550 

86  Z5Z.  TAiio:  imih  (he  chair,  8  18    0 

87  254.  Ditto ;    vith  the  figures  on  the  paper  which  he  holds  in  his 

wands.    All  these  impressions  are  rare  and  fine 5  10    0 

88  254.  Old  Haaring  or  Haring,  the  Burgo-master ;  beautiful 
impression  on  India  paper,  with  the  huiT,  extremely  rare.  .        .        .770 

89  255.  Young  Haaring,  beautifal  impression  from  Honbraken's 
collection ;  scarce. -.        .        .660 

90  256.  John    Lntma;    1st   impression   before   the   window,     &c. 
txtremely  rare. 4  10    8 

.  HZ  •  257.  John  Aseljn  ;       1st  impression,  with  the  easel,  extremely 

'     rare. 920 

97  259.  Wtenbogardus,  the  Dutch  Minister  ;  a  most  beautiful  and 
brilliant  impression,  oral,  on  a  square  plate ;  proof,  before  the 
pillar,  arch,  verses,  or  any  inscription  :  pre»jue  unique,  .        .      9  19    6 

99    261.  The  Gold    Weigher;      lit  impression,    with  the   face 

BLAKK,  extremely  rare,  10  10    0 

100  261.  Ditto ;    a  most  beautiful   and  brilliant   impression ;    and 
esteemed  the  finest  extant.    From  the  collection  of  Capt.  Baillie.     21    0    0 

101  262.  The  Little  Coppenol,   with  the  picture;    the  second  and 
rarest  impression,  generally  esteemed  the  1st;    from  the  Earl  of 

Bute'e  collection.  770 

102  262.  Ditto  ;  without  the  picture,  very  fine 1  18    0 

103  263.  The  great  Coppenol,  remarkably  fine.  .        .        .        .  4  14    6 

104  265.  The  Advocate  Tol;    a  superb  impression,  extremely  raj-c 

with  the  copy. 54  12    0 

145    265.  The  Burgo-master  Six;  a  most  extraordinary  impression, 
the  name  and   age   of  the  Burgo-master  are  wanting,  and  the  two 
middle  figure  in  the  ((ate  are  reorrsed  :  a  vei'y  great  rarity.         .     36  15    0 
Perhaps  the  finest  collection  of  Rembrandt's  prints,  in  great  Britain,  is 
that  in  the  possession  of  Lord  Viscount  Fitzwilliam,  at  Richmond ;  a  nobleman 
of  extremely  retired  habits,  and  equally  distinguished  for  his  taste,  candour,  and 
erudition.     His  Paintings  and  Books  are  of  the  very  first  class. 

*  The  Marquis  of  Bute  has,  I  believe,  the  most  extraordinary  and  complete 
collection  of  HooABTU*s  Prints  that  is  known.    Of  the  Election  Dinner  there 
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Lis.  I  will  stick  to  Rembrandt  and  leave  Hogarth 
at  rest.  But  surely,  this  rage  for  Portrait  Collecting 
cannot  be  of  long  duration.  It  seems  too  preposterous 
for  men  of  sober  sense  and  matured  judgment  to 
yield  to* 

Lysand.  So  think  you — who  are  no  Collector  !  But 
had  you  accompanied  me  to  Mr.  Christie's  on  Friday* 


are  six  or  seven  varieties ;  gloves,  and  no  gloves  ;  hats,  from  one  to  the  usiibI 
number;  lemon,  and  no  lemon;  punch  bowl,  and  no  punch  bowL  But  of 
these  varying  prints,  the  most  curious  is  the  one  known  hj  the  name  of  BvcKimg  : 
with  a  little  boy  and  girl,  crying,  in  the  back-ground.  At  first,  Hogarth  did 
not  paint  the  ffirl,  and  struck  ofif  very  few  impressions  of  the  plate  m  this  state 
of  the  picture.  A  friend  observing  to  him  that  the  boy  was  crying  with  no 
apparent  cause  of  provocation,  Hogarth  put  in  the  little  girl  tantalizing  him. 
But — happy  he  I  who  has  the  print  of  the  '  Evening '  withcui  the  little  giri : 
fifteen  golden  guineas  (rare  things  now  to  meet  with  I)  ought  not  to  induce  him 
to  part  with  it.  Of  the  copper-plate  portraits  by  Hogarth,  the  origiiuU  of 
'  Sarak  McUcolm,  executed  1732,'  is  among  the  very  rarest ;  a  copy  of  this  aelling' 
for  7L  17s.  6d.  at  Barnard's  sale.  The  reader  has  only  to  procure  that  most 
interesting  of  all  illustrative  works,  Hogarth  Illiutrated  hy  John  Ireland,  1798, 
(2d  edit.)  8  vols.,  Svo. ;  and,  for  a  | comparatively  trifling  earn,  he  may  be 
initiated  into  all  the  mysteries  of  Hogarthian  virtH.  The  late  Right  Hon.  W. 
Wyndham's  collection  of  Hogarth's  prints,  bequeathed  to  him  by  Mr.  George 
Steevens,  was  bought  in  for  little  more  than  300  guineas. 

*  If  the  reader  casts  his  eye  upon  pages  505-6  he  will  find  that  the  ardour  of 
print  and  portrait  collecting  has  not  abated  since  the  time  of  Sir  W.  Mosgrave. 
As  a  corroboration  of  the  truth  of  Lysander's  remark,  I  subjoin  a  specimen 
(being  only  four  articles)  of  the  present  rage  for  '  curious  and  rare '  production  a 
of  the  6urtnr— as  the  aforesaid  Grangerite  (p.  507)  terms  it. 

vo.  £    9,  tL 

54.  The  Right  Honourable  and  truly  generous  Henry  Veere,  Earl 
of  Oxford,  Viscount  Bulbeck,  &o.  Lord  High  C!hamberlain  of 
England.  J.  Payne  sculp.  With  a  large  hat  and  feather,  small, 
in  a  border  with  many  figures.  Will.  Passo,  sculp.  Tho. 
Jenner  ezc  On  distinct  plates.  The  most  briUiant  implreuwn  qf 
a  print  qf  the  greaiul  rarity SO    9    0 

68.  Generall  (Edward)  Cecyll  son  to  the  Right  Honourable  the 
Earle  of  Exeter,  &o.  In  an  oval ;  in  armour.  Simmon  Passsss, 
sculp.  Anno  1618.  Sould  in  Pope's  Head  Alley,  also  by  John 
Sudbury  and  (George  Humble.  Moit  brilliant  impression  qf  a 
print  qf  the  greatest  rarity 84     2    6 

90.  The  true  Portraicture  of  Richard  Whitington,  thrise  Lord 
Mayor  of  London,  a  vertuous  and  godly  man,  full  of  good  workes 
(and.  those  famous)  &c.  R  Elstracke  sculp.  Are  to  be  sold  by 
(]lompton  Holland  over  against  the  Exchange :  First  impression 
with  the  hand  on  a  shilL  Extra  fine  and  rare 10  10    0 
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last,  you  would  have  had  convincing  evidence  to  the 
contrary.  A  little  folio  volume,  filled  with  one  hundred 
and  fifty-two  prints,  produced — 

Lis.     Perhaps,  Three  Hundred  Guineas? 

Lysand.    Just  double  the  sum,  I  believe. 

Lis.  O  rare  James  Granger — thy  immortality  is 
secured !  But  we  forget  our  symptoms  of  the  Biblio- 
mania. 

Bblin.  As  I  am  the  examiner,  I  here  demand  of  you. 
Sir,  what  may  be  the  meaning  of  the  fourth  symptom 
of  the  bibliomaniacal  disease,  which  you  call  Unique 
Copies? 

Lysand.  A  passion  for  a  book  of  which  only  one 
copy  was  printed,  or  which  has  any  peculiarity  about 
it*  by  either,   or    both,  of  the    foregoing    methods    of 

vo.  £   8.    d, 

162.  Mull'd  Sack ;  a  fantastic  and  humourouB  Chimney-Sweeper, 
80  called :  with  cap,  feather,  and  lace  band  :  cloak  tuck'd  up ; 
coat  ragged ;  scarf  on  his  arm  ;  left  leg  in  a  fashionable  boot, 
with  a  sptir ;  on  his  right  foot  a  shoe  with  a  rose ;  sword  by  his 
ride,  and  a  holly  bush  and  pole  on  his  shoulder ;  in  his  left  hand, 
another  pole  with  a  horn  on  it ;  a  pipe,  out  of  which  issues  smoke, 
is  in  his  right  hand ;  at  the  bottom  are  eight  yerses  (as  given  in 
Granger,  voL  ii,  p.  61).  Are  to  be  sold  by  Compton  Holland 
over  against  the  Exchange,  with  further  manuscript  account  by  a 
provost  of  Eton.    ConMertd  Unique  [but  not  so].  .        .        .    42  10    6 

*  Let  us  again  quote  a  stanca  from  the  'Aspirant :' 

FOURTH  MAXIM. 

Who  in  oU  copies  finds  delight— 

The  wrong  not  scenting  firom  the  right— 

And,  with  a  choicelesa  appetite, 

Just  comes  io  feed,  .  .  .  like  Soph,  or  Templar, 
Out  on  his  iron  stomach  ! — we 
Have  rarities  we  merely  see. 
Nor  taste  oar  Phoenix  though  It  be .  .  . 

Serv'd  up  in  the  "  Uniqub  Exsmplar," 

Biblioaophia,  p.  v. 

One  of  the  most  curious  proofs  of  the  seductive  popularity  of  unique  copies 
nay  be  drawn  from  the  following]  excerpt  from  a  catalogue  of  a  Library  sold  at 
Utrecht  in  1776 ;  which  was  furnished  me  by  Mr.  H.  Ellis  from  a  copy  of  the 
catalogue  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Cayley  of  the  Augmentation  Office. 

no. 
W70.  Les  Avantures  de  Telemaque,  8®.  Rotterd.    av,  fig,  en  cart.     'Oet  exem- 
plaire  est   tout  barhouilU.       Mais  il  est  (2e  ^  fiuiin    de  la  jeune  Prineesde 
Wilhelmine  A  vffuste  dt  Saxe-  Weimar ^  qui  y  a  apprii  U  Fi-an^oii  en  1701 !  I  !* 
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illustration — or  which  is  remarkable  for  its  size,  beanty, 
and  condition — or  has  any  embellishmenty  rare,  pre- 
cious and  invaluable — which  the  researches  of  the  most 
sedulous  bibliomaniac,  for  three  and  thirty  long  years, 
would  not  be  able  to  produce — is  indicative  of  a  rage 
for  unique  copies;    and  is  unquestionably  a  strong  pre- 

I  will  meDtion  a  unique  copy  of  a  somewhat  different  cast  of  character.  Of 
the  magnificent  and  matchless  edition  of  Shakspeare,  printed  by  Mr.  Bnlmer 
and  published  by  Mr.  Nicols,  between  the  years  1790  and  1805,  there  were 
one  hundred  copies,  of  the  first  six  plays  only,  struck  off  upon  imperial  folio,  or 
Colombier  paper ;  in  which  the  large  engravings,  published  at  the  Shakspeare 
Gallery  (now  the  British  Institution)  might  be  incorporated  and  bound  upu 
The  late  George  Steevens  undertook  the  revision  of  the  text,  intending  to  com- 
plete the  entire  plays  in  a  similar  form  ;  but  the  trouble  and  expense  attending^ 
this  part  of  the  undertaking  were  so  great  that  the  further  prosecution  of  it  was 
abandoned.  Mr.  Bulmer  preserved  the  whole  of,  the  proof-sheets  of  this  partial 
Colombier  impression  ;  and  to  form  a  '  unique  edition'  (these  are  his  own  words) 
he  bound  them  up  in  the  exact  order  in  which  the  plays  were  printed.  On  the 
margins  of  many  of  the  sheets,  besides  the  various  corrections,  emendatioDSy  and 
notes  to  the  printer,  by  Mr.  Steevens,  there  are  some  original  sonnets,  a  scene 
for  a  burlesque  tragedy,  and  other  happy  effusions  from  the  pen  of  the  same 
el^^t  and  learned  editor.  Need  I  ask  the  reader,  whether  he  would  have  the 
harbouillS  (unique)  copy  of  Telemaque  of  the  young  Princesse  Wilhelmine 
▲uguste  de  Saxe- Weimar  (like  the  Vicar  of  Wakefield,  I  like  to  give  the  fall 
name)  or  Mr.  Bulmer's  similar  copy  of  Shakspeare?  The  differenoe  would 
soon  be  found,  in  King  Street  or  the  Strand  1  I  must  mention  one  more  ex- 
ample—K>f  a  nature  different  from  both  the  preceding  —of  what  Lysander  has 
above,  elaborately,  and  perhaps,  a  little  confusedly,  described  as  unique  coptes. 
It  is  Colonel  Stanley's  copy  of  De  Bry  (see  a  superb  one  before  noticed) 
which  is  bound  in  seven  folio  volumes,  in  blue  morocco,  by  Padaloup,  and  is 
considered  superior  to  every  known  copy.  It  contains  all  the  maps  and  prints^ 
with  their  variations,  according  to  the  BihliographU  Insiructivej  n^.  4280,  Cat. 
de  Paris  de  Meyzieu,nWi  ;  no.  4S6,  Cat.  de  SaiUatuUr,  n9.  3690 ;  and  Camus  smr 
les  ColUetions  des  Oi-ands  et  PetUs  VoyageSf  1802,  -Ito.  :  with  both  editions  of  the 
first  nine  parts  of  the  West  Indies,  and  duplicates  of  parts  z.  and  xi.  It  has 
also  a  considerable  number  of  duplicate  plates,  where  a  superior  impression  could 
be  procured  at  any  exx>ense.  The  owner  of  this  unique  copy,  of  a  work  un- 
rivaJled  for  its  utility  and  elegance,  is  distinguished  for  a  noble  collection,  bound 
by  our  choicest  binders,  in  whatever  is  splendid  and  precious  in  the  Belles  LettreSy 

Voyages,  and  Travels.     Take  two  more  illustrations,  kind-hearted  reader ! 

Ooldsmitk's'^ Deserted  Village,  1802.  Mr.  Bulmer  printed  a  single  copy  of  this 
beatitdfol  poem,  in  quarto,  upon  satin — ^picked  and  prepared  in  a  very  curious 
manner.    It  was  purchased  by  a  foreigner.     His  impressions  upon  ysLLUX  are 

noticed,  post. falconer's  Shipwreck,  1804,  8vo.     Mr.  Miller  caused  two  copies 

only  (is  is  almost  unique  !)  of  this  beautiful  edition,'  printed  by  Bensley,  to 
be*  struck  off  UPON  SATIN,  in  imperial  8vo.  One  of  these  copies  now  remains 
with  him  for  sale. 
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vaQing  symptom  of  the  Bibliomania.  Let  me  therefore 
urge  every  sober  and  cautious  collector  not  to  be  fas- 
cinated by  the  terms  "  Curious  and  rare  ;"  which  *  in  slim 
italics'  (to  copy  Dr.  Ferriar's  happy  expression  *)  are 
studiously  introduced  into  Booksellers'  catalogues  to 
lead  the  unwary  astray.  Such  a  Collector  may  fancy 
himself  proof  against  the  temptation  ;  and  will,  in  con- 
sequence, call  only  to  look  at  this  unique  book,  or  set 
of  books ;  but — led  away  by  the  passion  which  inflamed 
Bbrrybr  and  Caillard  t — when  he  views  the  morocco 

*  llie  passage,  above  alluded  to,  is  as  follows : 

At  ev'ry  auction,  bent  on  fresh  supplies. 
He  cons  his  catalogue  with  anxious  eyes : 
Where'er  the  slim  Italics  mark  the  page, 
Cwriow  and  ran  his  ardent  mind  engage. 

TAs  BibUcmania ;  v.  54 

t  A  sligbt  mention  of  Mens.  Benyer,  the  father-in-law  of  Lamoignon,  is 
made  at  p.  84,  ante.  The  reader  is  here  presented  with  a  more  finished 
portrait  of  this  extraordinary  bibliomaniac :  a  portrait,  which  will  excite  his 
anboundod  admiration,  if  not  envy  !— for  such  a  careful  and  voluptuous  collector^ 
in  regard  to  binding,  was,  I  believe,  never  before  known ;  nor  has  he  been  since 
eclipsed.  '  M.  Benyer,  succossivement  Secretaire  d'Etat  au  D^partement  de  la 
Marine,  Ministre,  puis  Garde  des  Sceaux  do  Franco,  s'dtoit  occupy  pendant 
pr^  de  quarante  anuses  h  se  former  un  cabinet  des  plus  beaux  livres  grecs 
et  latins,  andennes  Editions,  soit  de  France,  soit  des  pays  strangers,  &c.  Par 
un  aoin  et  one  patience  ihfatigables,  h  I'aide  de  plusiours  coop^rateurs  ^clair^s, 
savans  mdme  en  Bibliographie,  qui  connoissoient  ses  etudes,  ddlassoment  de 
ses  places,  il  avoit  recueiUi  les  plus  belles  Editions;  de  telle  sorte  qu'il  a 
toujours  su  se  procurer  un  exemplaire  parfait  de  chaque  Edition  par  un  moyen 
nmple  quoique  dispendieuz.  Si  les  Catalogues  des  ventes  publiques  lui  appre- 
noient  qu*il  oxistoit  un  exemplaire  plus  beau,  plus  grand  de  nmrge,  mieux  con- 
servt,  de  tout  auteur,  &c.,  que  celui  qu'il  possddoit,  il  lo  fasoit  acqu^rir  sans 
s'embarrassor  du  prix,  et  il  se  d^faisoit  2i  perte  de  I'oxemplaire  moiiis  beau.  La 
m^eure  partie  des  auteurs  ancieus  et  modomes  do  son  cabinet  a  6t6  change  huit 
ou  dix  fois  de  cette  manibre.  II  no  s'arritoit  qu'apr^  s'dtro  assur^  qu'il  avoilt 
U  plus  M  exemplaire  connu,  soit  pour  la  marge,  soit  pour  la  force  du  papior, 
soit  pour  la  magnificence  de  la  conservation  ot  tie  la  relieure,*  *  A  regard  des 
ouvrages  d'editions  modomes,  m6mo  celles  faites  on  pays  (Stranger,  M.  Berryer 
vouloit  les  avoir  en  feuilles  :  il  en  foisoit  choisir,  dans  plusieurs  exomplairos,  un 
parfait,  et  il  le  faisoit  relior  en  maroquin  de  choix ;  le  Ministoro  de  la  Marine 
qu*il  avoit  rempli,  lui  ayant  donn6  toutos  los  facilitds  d'en  6tro  abondammont  et 
fid^ement  pourvu  dans  toutos  les  Echelles  du  Levant.  On  ooUationnoit  ensuite 
pour  verifier  s*  il  n*y  avoit  ni  transposition,  ni  omission  de  feuflles  ou  de 
pages  ?  I !  *  Cat,  M,  Lamoignon,  1791.  pref.  p.  ij.  iij.  Berryer  was  slightly 
copied  by  Caillard  (of  whom  see  p.  76,  ante)  in  the  luxury  of  hook-hindiug, 
'  M.  Caillard  avoit  le  soin  de/aire  satiner  presque  tons  livres  qu'il  faisoit  relier, 

2   L 
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binding,  silk  water-tabby  lining,  blazing  gilt  edges; 
when  he  turns  over  the  white  and  unspotted  leaves ;  gazes 
on  the  amplitude  of  margin ;  on  a  rare  and  lovely  print 
introduced ;  and  is  charmed  with  the  soft  and  coaxing 
manner  in  which,  by  the  skill  of  Herring,  Mackinlay, 
Rodwell,  Lewis,  or  Faulkener,  "  leaf  succeeds  to  leaf " — 
he  can  no  longer  bear  up  against  the  temptation ;  and, 
confessing  himself  vanquished,  purchases,  and  retreats 
— exclaiming  with  Virgil's  shepherd 

Ut  yidi,  nt  peril — nt  me  malus  abstnlit  error ! 

Belin.  For  the  benefit — not  of  the  *  Country  (xentle- 
men,'  but — of  the  ^  Country  Ladies,'  do  pray  translate 
these  Latin  words.  We  are  always  interested  about  the 
pastoral  life. 

Lis.  It  only  means,  Belinda,  that  this  said  shepherd 
was  blockhead  enough  to  keep  gazing  upon  his  beloved 
fair,  although  every  glance  shot  him  through  the  heart, 

ot  principalomont  les  gmnds  ouvrages ;  qii'il  est  difficile  d'avoir  parfaitemont 
relida  sans  co  prooed^.'  Cat,  de  Caillardi  p.  x.  (avertisement.)  Bat  I  know 
not  whether  Coillard  did  not  catch  the  phrensy  from  the  elder  Mirabeau.  In 
the  catalogue  of  his  books,  p.  ii.,  we  are  thus  told  of  him  : — '  raoquiaition  dNin 
beau  Hvre  lui  causoit  des  transports  de  joie  inezprimables  :  11 1'examinoit,  I'ad- 
miriot :  il  vouloit  que  chacun  partag^at  avec  lui  le  mdme  enthousiasme.'  Hia 
biographer  properly  adds :  '  De  quelle  surprise  n'auroit-on  pas  6i6,  sA  Ton  eOt 
8u  que  c'etoit  la  le  m6me  horn  me  qui,  du  liaut  de  la  tribune,  faisoit  trembler  les 
despotos  et  les  factieux  1 '  Ponder  hero,  gentle  reader,  upon  the  efTects  of  a 
beautiful  bookl  Let  no  one,  however,  imagine  that  wo  ffrave  ^Euylakmen  are 
averse  or  indifferent  to  '  le  luxe  do  la  roUeure'  I !  No  :  at  this  present  moment, 
we  have  the  best  bookbinders  in  Europe  ;  nor  do  we  want  good  authority  for 
the  encouragement  of  this  fascinating  dopartment  relating  to  the  Bibliomania. 
Read  here  what  Mr.  Roscoo  hath  so  eloquently  written  in  commendation  of  it : 
'  A  taste  for  the  exterior  decoration  of  books  has  lately  arisen  in  this  oountryj 
in  the  gratification  of  which  no  small  share  of  ingenuity  has  been  displayed ; 
but  if  we  are  to  judge  of  the  present  predilection  for  learning  by  the  degree  of 
expense  thus  incurred,  we  must  consider  it  as  greatly  inferior  to  that  of  the 
Romans  during  tho  times  of  the  first  Emperors,  or  of  the  Italians  at  the  15th 
century.  And  yet  it  is,  perhaps,  difficult  to  discover  why  a  favoubttb  BOOK 
should  not  be  as  proper  an  object  of  elegant  ornament  as  the  head  of  a  cane, 
the  hilt  of  a  sword,  or  the  latchet  of  a  shoe.'  Lorenzo  de  Medici  ;  voL  iL,  79, 
8vo.  edition.  Did  Qeyler  allude  to  such  bibliomaniacs  in  the  following  sentence  I 
Sunt  qui  libros  inaurant  et  serica  tegimenta  apponunt  preciosa  et  superba. 
Grandis  hroc  fatuitas  !  Naoicula,  give  Speculum  Fatuorum ;  (Navis  Stultifera) 
ififfn.  B.  V.  rev. 
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and  killed  him  a  hundred  times.  Still  he  caressed  the 
cause  of  his  ruin.  And  so  bibliomaniacs  hug  the  very 
volumes  of  "which  they  oftentimes  know  they  cannot 
afford  the  purchase  money!  I  have  not  forgotten  your 
account  of  Dr.  Dee:^  but  the  ladies  were  then  absent. 

Bblin.  Well,  let  us  now  go  on  to  the  explanation  of 
the  fifth  symptom  of  the  Bibliomania  ;  which  you  have 
called.  Copies  printed  upon  vellum  ! 

Lysand.    a  desire  for  books  printed  in  this  mannerf 

*  See  p.  262,  ante. 

f  William  Horman,  who  was  head  master  of  Eton  eohool  at  the  opening  of 
the  lizteenth  oentnry,  was,  I  apprehend,  the  earliest  writer  in  this  country  who 
propagated  those  symptoms  of  the  Bibliomania  indicative  of  a  passion  for  large 
faper  and  veUwm  copies ;  for  thus  writos  the  said  Horman,  in  his  Vulgarian 
printed  by  Pynson,  in  folio,  1519 :  a  book,  curious  and  interesting  upon  every 
aoooont.  'The  greatest  and  highest  of  price,  is  paper  imperial,  (Herbert, 
▼ol  i,  p.  266.)  Pa%xkvMni  leaves  be  wont  to  be  ruled,  that  there  may  be  a 
amely  margetU  :  also,  strait  lines  of  equal  distance  be  draw[en]  within,  that  the 
writing  may  shew  fair,'  foL  82.  From  these  two  sentences  (without  quoting 
Horman*8  praise  of  the  presses  of  Froben  and  Aldus ;  f ol.  87)  I  think  it  may 
be  fairly  inferred  that  a  love  of  large  paper  and  vellum  copies  was  beginning  to 
display  itself  in  the  period  just  mentioned.  That  this  love  or  passion  is  now 
eagerly  and  generally  evinced,  I  shall  proceed  to  give  abundant  proof ;  but  first 
let  me  not  foxget  our  bibliomaniaoal  satirist : 

FIRH  MAXIM. 

Who  blindly  take  the  book  dlsplsy'd 

By  pettifoggers  in  the  trade. 

Nor  ask  of  what  the  leaf  was  made, 

That  aeenu  lUe  paper— I  can  tell  'em, 
Thatthoogh  'tis  possible  to  sqolnt 
Throogh  any  page  with  letters  iu% 
No  copy,  though  an  angel  print. 

Beads  elegantly— but  "on  vellum." 

Biblioiophiaf  p,  vi. 

I  proceed  to  give  evidence  of  the  present  passion  which  prevails,  respecting 
books  of  the  description  of  which  we  are  now  speaking,  by  extracting  a  few 
articles  from  the  library  of  which  such  honourable  mention  was  made  at  p.  448-9, 
oate.    They  are  all 

Works  fbihteo  ufon  Vellum. 
KO.  £   i,  d, 

241.  Epistolse    Beati    JeronimL    Impressio   Moguntinn   facta  per 
'     Virum  famatum  in  hssc  arte  Petrum  Schoi£fer  de    Gemaheym, 

2  vols.,  1470.      A  Jine  tpecimen  of  a  grand  book,  superbly  bound 
inblueturkey.    FoUo 2870 

242.  Sezti  Decretalium  Opus  prsBclarum  Bonifacii  vu.,  Pont  Max. 
In  Nobili  Urbo   Mogunda   non   Atramento   b   plumali   creatjue 

2  L  2 
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is  an  equally  strong  aild  general  symptom  of  the  Biblo- 
mania ;  but,  as  these  works  are  rarely  to  be  obtained  of 
modem  date,  the  collector  is  obliged  to  have  recourse 

Works  fbdited  upon  tellum. 

Penn&  Caim&ve   per    Petrum  Schoiffer  de  GerDBhejriD    oongam- 
matam.      A.D.  1476.      A  mott  beautiful  work,   tttperbly  bound  in 

blue  turkey .         .    19  19    0 

258.  CoDstitutiones  Clementis  Pap«  Qainti,  unk  oum  apparatu 
Domini  Joanois  AndresB.  Venetiis  impress.  Ere  atqae  Industrie 
Nioolai  Jexuon  (jkdlioi,  1476.  A  tnott  beautiful  tpecimen  of  clean 
vellum,  with  a  fine  illumination,  bound  in  purple  velvet.    Folio.        .     21  10    0 

244.  Leonora,  from  the  Oerman  of  Burgher,  by  Mr.  Spencer,  with 

the  designs  of  Lady  Diana  Beauclerc,  1796.    Folio.        .        .        .    25    4    0 
A   beautiful  unique  copy,  with  the  plates  worked  on  tatin,  superbly 
bound  in  blue  turkey, 

245.  Dryden's  Fables,  with  engrayings  from  the  pencil  of  Lady 
Beaadoro.     A  beautiful  unique  copy,  splendidly  bound  in  morocco, 

with  the  plates  worked  on  satin, 84  13    0 

246.  Missale  Monasticum  secundmn  Ritum  et  consuetudinem  Or- 
dinis  Gallse  Umbrosie.  Venetiis,  per  Ant.  de  Giunta  Florentinum, 
1503.  A  most  beaviiful  copy  of  a  very  rare  book,  with  pUUes  and 
illuminations,  bound  in  morocco.    Folio. 13    3    6 

247.  Postilla  super  Libros  N.  Testamenti  Fratris  IHcolai  de  Lyra. 
Venet.  per  Joan,  de  Colonia  et  Nic.  Jeneon,  1481.  A  fine 
specimai   qf  beautiful   vellum,    with  Uluminations,    bound    in  blue 

turkey.    Folio.  17  17     0 

248.  The  German  Bible,  by  Martin  Luther,  2  vols.  Augspui^g, 
1585,  folio.  A  most  fair,  and  beautiful  copy,  vfith  coloured  plates, 
in  the  finest  preservation,  and  bound  in  crimson  velvet,  with  two 
cases, — '  The  copies  on  vellum  of  this  fine  edition  were  printed 
at  the  chaiiges  of  John   Frederick,  Elector  of  Saxony,  (vide  Pan- 

ser).'    Folio 52  10    0 

249.  Le  livre  de  Jehan  Bocasse  de  la  Louenge  et  Vertu  des  nobles 
et  Cleres  Dames.  Paris,  par  Ant  Verard,  1493.  A  beautifnl 
work,    with    curious   illuminations,  finely    bound   in   blue   turkey, 

FoUo 14  14    0 

250.  Virgflii  Opera  cur&  Brunck.     Argentorati,  1789.     An   unique 

copy,  bound  in  morocco,  with  a  case.    Quarto.  .        .        .        .     33  12    0 

251.  Somervile's  Chace,  a  Poem,  with  fine  plates  on  wood,  by 
Bewick.    Printed  by  Bulmer,  1796.    Quarto.    A  beautiful  unique 

^PVt  splendidly  bound  in  ffreen  morocco. 15     4     6 

252.  Poems  by  Goldsmith  and  Pamell,  with  fine  plates  on  wood  by 
Bewick.     iSinted  by   Bulmer,    17S^.      A   beautiful  unique  copy, 

superbly  bound  in  green  morocco -     15  15    0 

253.  The  Garden^  a  poem,  by  the  Abbe  de  Lisle,  with  fine  plates 
by  Bartolozzi,  coloured.    Printed  by  Bensley,  1798.    A  fine  book, 

and  bound  in  green  morocco.    Quarto. 14    3    6 
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to  Specimens  executed,  three  centuries  ago,  in  the 
printing  offices  of  Aldus,  Verard,  or  the  Giunti.  Al- 
though   the  BibUotheque    ImpericUe,  at  Paris,    and    the 

WOBKS  FBINTSD  UPON  VSLLUK. 
SO.  £     8,     d, 

264.  The  Castle  of  Otranto,  by  the  Earl  of    Oxford.      Printed   at 

Parma,  1791.  A  fine  copy  eUgantly  hound  in  hlwe  morocco*    Quarto.  13    2    6 

255.  Goustumes  da  Pais  de  Normandie.  Rouen,  1588.  A  heautijul 
Mnique    copy,  on  fine  white  vellum,   the   presentation  copy  to  the 

Duke  de  JoyeuH  ;  in  old  morocco.  .  .  .  .  .  14    3    6 

256.  P.  Virgilii  Maronis  Codex  antiquissimus  in  Bibliotheca  Me- 
dioeo-Laurentiana.    Florent.  1741.     A  eurioua  facsimile  of  the  old 

MS.  hound  in  yellow  morocco,  4to.         .  .  .  ,  .  17  17    0 

257.  Junius's  Letters,  4  yols.,  8to.     Printed  by  Bensley,]  1/96.     A 

heautiful  unique  copy,  with  the  plates  also  worked  on  vellum,  hound  in 
wufrocco.  .  .  .  .  .  .  25    4    0 

258.  n  Costello  di  Otranto,  storia  Gotica,  Lend.  1795.  Beautifully 
printed,  with  fine  cuis,  illuminated,  hound  in  morocco,  .  .    4  16    0 

269.  MUton's  Paradise  Regained,  Poems,  and  Sonnets,  and  Latin 
Poems,  with  notes,  8  vols.  Printed  by  Bensley,  1796,  8yo.  A 
uniqtu  and  heautiful  copy,  hound  in  hlue  turkey,  .  .  .  17    6    6 

260.  La  Goirlande  de  Julie  offerte  a  Mademoiselle  de  Rambouillet, 
|>ar  le  Marq.  de  Montausier.  Paris  de  I'lmprim.  de  Monsieur, 
1784,  8vo.  'This  matchless  book  is  embellished  with  exquisite 
miniatures,  paintings  of  flowers,  and  wreaths  of  flowers,  to  illus- 
trate the  work,  and  is  one  of  the  most  exquisite  performances 
ever  produced  ;'  superhly  hound  in  green  morocco, 

[30  guineas  were  bidden;  but    the  book  was    passed    on    and 
not  sold.] 

261.  La  Vedora,  Commedia  facetissima  di  Nic.  Buonaparte  Cittadino 
Florentino.  Paris,  1803,  Svo.  A  curious  work  by  an  ancestor 
of  the  First  Consul ;  a  heautiful  unique  copy,  superhly  hound  in  red 
morocco.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .440 

262.  The  Old  English  Baron,  a  Gothic  story,  by  Clara  Reeve,  1794, 

Svo.      Richly  hound  in  hlue  turkey,  .  .  .  .200 

263.  The  (Economy  of  Human  Life,  with  fine  plates,  1795.  A 
heautiful  unique  copy,  with  the  pkUes  finely  tinted  in  colours  cMd 
superhly  hound  in  viorocco,  8vo.  .  .  .  .  .  15  15    Q 

264.  Dr.  BeivJii'i^  Franklin's  Works.  Paris,  1795,  8vo.  A  heau- 
tiful unique  copy,  and  hound  in  crimson  velvet,  .  .  .500 

265.  The  Dance  of  Death.  Painted  by  Holbein,  and  engraved  by 
Hollar,  a  heautiful  unique  copy,  with  the  plates  exquisitely  painted, 

and  very  richly  hound  in  red  morocco,  .  .  .  .  17  17     0 

266.  La  Gerusalemme  liberata  di  Torquato  Tasso,  4  vols.      Parigi 

Presso  Molini,  1783,  Svo.     A  heautiful  copy,  houtid  t»  green  morocco.    9  19    6 

267.  Catullus,  Tibullus,  et  Propertius,  3  vols.  Par.  ap.  Coustelier, 
1743,   Svo.     A    singularly  heautiful  copy,  and  hound  in  old  hlue 

turkey.  .  .  .  14  14    0 
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library  of  Count  McCarthy,  at  Toulouse,  are  said  to 
contain  the  greatest  number  of  books,  printed  upon 
vellum,  yet,  those  who  have  been  fortunate  enough  to 


WoBxs  Printed  upon  Vbllum. 

NO.  £   $•    d. 

268.  Opere  Toscane  di  Ltiigi  AbunaimL  LeonL  ap.  Qty^H^  1652. 
A  mott  heaiU\ful  eapif,  pretenUd  to  King  Franeii  J.  ^  jPVvuier : 

old  moroeco.  •  .  •  •     tf    tf    0 

269.  A  New  Testament  in  Oerman.     Angaborg,    15S5,    12ma     ▲ 

fine  copy,  with  illominations,  of  a  yery  nure  edition.  •  .870 

Lysander  has  above  noticed  the  collection  of  Count  M'Garthy  ci  TouIoomu 
By  the  kindness  of  Mr.  Boche,  banker,  at  Cork,  I  learn  that  this  odUeotiaQ 
'  is  a  tmly  splendid  one.'  The  possessor's  talents  are  not  confined  to  the  partial 
walk  of  bibliography :  in  his  younger  years,  he  was  considered  one  of  the  first 
gentlemen-violin  players  in  Europe.  He  quitted  Ireland  forty  years  ago,  and 
now  resides  at  Toulouse,  in  his70th  year,  surrounded  by  a  numerons  and  re^Mot- 
able  family.  His  leading  passion,  in  book-collecting,  (like  his  countryman's,  poor 
Mr.  Quin— who  gave  170  guineas  for  the  8pira  Viigil  of  1470,  in  wumbroMu  f) 
is  nuurked  by  a  fondness  for  works  ptHtited  up<m  vellum.     From  Mr.  Boohe^  Mr. 

Edwards,  and  other  quarters,  I  am  enabled  to  present  the  reader  with  ^  list  of 

&  few  of 

Count  M'Cabtht's  Books  upon  Vslluii. 

Psalmorum  Codex;  MogwU,  Futt  and  Sekoiffar,  Folfio^  1457. 

;  ibid.  apudeotdem.  Folio^  1459. 

Burandi  Rationale ;  ibid.  apud  fotdem.  Folio,  1459* 
Clementis  Papas  V.  Constitutiones ;  ibid.  apud  eotdem.  Folio,  1400. 
;  ibid.  apudeotdem.  Folio,  1407* 


Catholicon ;  ibid.  apud  eotdem.  Folio,    1400. 

Biblia  Sacra  Latina ;  ibid.  apudeotdem.  Fdlio,    1452. 

[His  Majesty  and  Earl  Spencer  possess  simflar  copies  of  these  works.] 
Franciscus  de  Retras  Cemment.  Vitiorum ;  Nuremb.  FoUo,    1470. 

Hieronimi  Epistols ;  Mogunt.        Futt  and  Sekoijfer,        Folio,    1470L 

(Another  copy  :  veiy  large  thick  paper.) 
PriscianuB  de  Art.  Grammat.        Venet.  Vin.  S^nra.  Folio,    1470. 

(See  p.  407,  ante.) 
Liber  Sextus  Decretalium  Bonif .  PapsD  VIII.    JliogunL  Folio,    1470. 

Quarini  Begulss ;  Quarto^    1470. 

Quintiliani  lustitutiones ;  Jenton,  Folio,    1471. 

Baptista  de  Albert!  de  Amore ;  '  Quarto,    1471. 

de  Amoris  Remedio :  Quarto,    1471* 

Biblia  in  Ling.  Volg.  FoUo,  1471,  2  tqIi. 

Historia  Natur.  de  Plinio  tradotto  da  Landino  ;  Jenton,  Venet.    1476. 
(A  similar  copy  is  in  Mr.  Coke's  Hbrary  at  Holkam ; 
illuminated,  and  in  magnificent  condition.) 
Biblia  Sacra  Polyglotta ;  Ximenis ;  CompluL  Folio,  1516,  &a,  6 

(See  page  407,  ante ;  for  a  brief  account  of  this  ex- 
traordinary copy.) 
Plutarchi  Vitw  (Lat.) ;  Venet.  N.  Jenson,  Folio,  1478.  vol.  1. 
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see  copies  of  this  kind  in  the  libraries  of  his  Majesty, 
the  Duke  of  Marlborough,  Earl  Spencer,  Mr.  Johnes, 
and  the  late  Mr.  Cracherode  (which  latter  is  now  in  the 
British  Museum)  need  not  travel  on  the  Continent  for 
the  sake  of  being  convinced  of  their  exquisite  beauty 
and  splendour.  An  unique  copy  of  the  first  lavy,  upon 
vellum,  (of  which  the  owner  has  excited  the  envy  of 
foreigners)  is  a  library  of  itself  ! — and  the  existence  of 
vellum  copies  of  Wynkyn  De  Worde's  reprint  of  Juliana 
Barnes's  Book  of  Hawking,  8fc.,  complete  in  every  re- 
spect, (to  say  nothing  of  his  Majesty's  similar  copy  of 
Caxton's  Doctrinal  of  Sapience,  in  the  finest  preservation) 

Cou»T  McCarthy's  Books  upon  Vellum. 

Aristotelis  Opera  Varia  (Lat) ;        Vmet  Folio,    1488.  8  toIb. 

(This  was  the  Pinelli  copy,  and  was  purchased  for  78/.  10s.) 
StatiiAehflles;  Brixia.  FoHo,  1485. 

Chroniqaes  de  France,  dictes  de  St.  Denys;  Paris,     Folio,  1498.  vol.  2  &  8. 
Anthologia  Grseca  ;  . 
Lancelot  da  Lac ; 
Booeace  des  nobles  Malheureuz 
Appollonius  Rhodius ; 
Destruction  de  Troy  le  Grant ; 
Poliphili  Hyperonotomacbia ; 
Mer  des  Histores ;  . 

Monstrelet  Chronique  de ; 
Boman  de  la  Rose ; 
■  de  Tristan ; 

— —  d'  Ogier  le  Danois ; 
-^■^  de  Melis  et  Lenin ; 

I  have  heard  that  Count  McCarthy's  books  do  not  exceed  4000  in  number  ;  and 
of  these,  perhaps,  no  private  collector  in  Europe  has  an  equal  number  printed 
upon  vellum.  In  our  own  country,  however,  the  finest  vellum  librabt  in  the 
world  might  bo  composed  from  the  collections  of  His  Majesty,  the  Duke  of 
Marlborough,  Earl  Spencer,  Sir  M.  M.  Sykes,  Bart,  Mr.  Johnes,  Mr.  Coke, 
and  the  Quin  collection.  Yet  let  us  not  forget  the  finest  vellum  copy  in  the 
world  of  the  first  edition  of  Aristotle's  vorks  (wanting  one  volume)  which  may 
be  seen  in  the  library  of  Corpus  Christi  College,  Oxford.  Of  Mr.  Edward's 
iimUar  copy  qfth^  Jirst  Livy,  Lysander  and  myself  (vide  Part  m.)  have  spoken 
like  honest  bibliomaniacs.  Earl  Spencer  possesses  the  rival  volume,  printed  by 
the  same  printers,  (Sweynheym  and  Pannartz)  and  upon  the  same  material,  in 
his  Pliny  Senior  of  1470--But  let  all  quiet  bibliomauiaos  wait  with  patience  till 
the  work  of  Mons.  Praet  upon  this  subject,  alluded  to  at  p.  68,  ante,  shall  have 
made  its  appearance  1  and  then — let  us  see  whether  we  can  prevail  upon  some 
Gnome  to  transport  to  us,  through  the  '  thin  air,*  Pynson's  *Ship  rf  Fools*  uros 
VELLUM  ! ! 


Florent, 

Quarts,  1494. 

Paris, 

Verard, 

FoUo,  1494.  vol  2. 

ibid. 

FoUo,  1494. 

FloreiU, 

Quarto,  1496. 

Paris, 

Folio,  1498. 

Venet. 

FoUo,  1499. 

Paris, 

Folio,  (no  date)  2 

vols. 

Paris, 

Folio,  (no  date)  8 

vols. 

Paris, 

Verard, 

Folio,  (no  date) 

ihid. 

id. 

(no  date) 

ibid. 

id. 

(no  date) 

ibid. 

id. 

(no  date) 
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are  sufficient  demonstrations  of  the  prevalance  of  this 
symptoms  of  the  Bibliomania  in  the  times  of  our  fore- 
fathers ;  so  that  it  cannot  be  said,  as  some  have  asserted, 
to  have  appeared  entirely  within  the  last  half  century. 

Lis.  Are  we  as  succe^ful  in  printing'  upon  vellum  as 
were  our  forefathers? 

Lysand.  Certainly  not;  if  we  except  some  of  the 
works  from  the  press  of  Bodoni — which  are  oftentinies 
truly  brilliant.  But  the  fault,  in  general,  is  rather  in 
the  preparation  of  the  vellum  than  in  the  execution  of 
the  press- work. 

LoREN.  You  have  seen,  Ldsardo,  my  small 
volumes  of  ^Heures,'  or  ^Missals/  as  they  are  called  ; 
some  of  them  in  MS.  and  others  in  print — and  what  can 
be  more  delicate  than  the  texture  of  the  vellum  leaves, 
or  more  perfect  than  the  execution  of  penmanship 
and  printing  ? 

Alman.  I  have  often  set  whole  hours,  my  dear  brother, 
in  contemplating  wit6  rapture  the  sparkling  radiance 
of  these  littie  volumes;  and  wish  in  my  heart  I  had  a 
few  favourite  authors  executed  in  a  similar  manner!  I 
should  like  to  employ  Bodoni^  for  life. 

*  It  is  not  because  Bodoni  printed  better  than  our  popular  printers — ^th&t  his 
books  upon  vellum  are  more  beautiful  than  those  produced  by  the  Londoa 
presses — but  that  the  Italian  rellum  (mode  of  the  abortive  calf)  is,  in  general, 
more  white  and  delicate.  There  is  not,  perhaps,  a  lovelier  little  vellum  book 
in  existence  than  the  CoftU  qf  Otranto,  printed  by  Bodoni  in  1796,  8vo.  A 
copy  of  this,  with  the  plates  worked  on  white  satin,  was  in  the  collectioii  of 
Mr.  G.  G.  Mills ;  and  sold  at  the  sale  of  his  books  in  1800  ;  n<>.  181 ;  see  p.  447, 
ante.  From  the  former  authority  it  would  appear  that  only  six  copies  were 
printed  in  this  manner.  By  the  kindness  of  Mr.  Edwards,  I  am  in  possession 
of  a  '  Leltei-a  Pastorale*  of  Fr.  Adeodato  Turchi — a  small  tract  of  SB  pages — 
printed  upon  paper,  by  Bodoni,  in  a  style  of  uncommon  delicacy  :  having  all  the 
finish  and  picturesque  effect  of  coppor-plate  execution.  But  the  chef  d'oeavre 
of  Bodoni  seems  to  be  an  edition  of  Homer,  in  three  great  folio  volumesy  each 
consisting  of  370  pages,  with  the  text  only.  The  artist  employed  six  years  in 
the  preparations,  and  the  printing  occupied  eighteen  months.  One  hundred  apd 
forty  copies  only  w^ro  struck  off.  The  copy  presented  to  Bonaparte  was  UFON 
VELLUM,  of  a  size  and  brilliancy  altogether  unparalleled.  American  ItevietP, 
n^.  1.,  p.  171.  January,  ISll.  In  our  admiration  of  Bodoni,  let  us  not  forget 
DmoT  :  who  printed  a  single  copy  of  Voltaire's  Henriade  UPON  VELLUM,  in 
quarto,  with  a  brilliaacy  of  execution,  and  perfection  of  vellum,  which  can  never 
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Lis.  I  could  go  on,  'till  midnighty  indulging  my  wishes 
of  haying  favourite  books  printed  upon  vellum  leaves; 
and  at  the  head  of  these  I  would  put  Crammer's  Bible, 
for  I  want  scholarship  sufficient  to  understand  the  Com- 
phitensian  Polyglott  of  Cardinal  Ximenes.* 

Berlin.  So  much  for  the  Vellum  Symptom.  Proceed 
we  now  to  the  dxth :  which  upon  looking  at  my  memo- 
randa,  I  find  to  be  the  First  Editions.  What  is  the 
meaning  of  this  odd  symptom  ? 

Lysand.  From  the  time  of  Ancillon  to  Askew,  there 
has  been  a  very  strong  desire  expressed  for  the  possess- 
sion  of  original  or  first  pubUslied  editionsf  of  works ;  as 

be  imppassed.  This  copy  formerly,  belonged  to  a  Farmer  GeDeral,  one  of  Didot's 
most  intimate  friends,  who  perished  in  the  Revolution.  Didot  also  printed  a 
number  of  copies  of  French  translations  of  English  works,  upon  the  same 
material :  so  correct,  beautiful,  and  tasteful,  that  Mr.  Bulmer  assures  me  nothing 
could  exceed  it.  All  these  small  richly-feathered  birds  were  once  here,  but  hare 
now  taken  their  flight  to  a  warmer  climate.  Our  modem  books  upon  vellum  are 
little  short  of  being  downright  wretched.  I  saw  the  L\fe  oj  Nelton,  in  two  large 
quartos,  printed  in  this  manner  ;  and  it  would  have  been  the  first  work  which 
I  should  have  recommended  a  first-rate  collector  to  have  thrown  out  of  his 
library.  X  Many  of  the  leaves  were  afiiicted  with  the  jaundice  beyond  hope  of 
cure.  The  censure  which  is  here  thrown  out  upon  others  reaches  my  own  doors  : 
for  I  attempted  to  execute  a  single  copy  of  my  Typographical  AiUiquities  upon 
▼ellum,  with  every  possible  attention  to  printing  and  to  the  material  upon  which 
it  was  to  be  executed.  But  I  failed  in  every  point :  and  this  single  wretchedly- 
looking  book,  had  I  prosevered  in  executing  my  design,  would  have  oost  me 
about  tevenijf'five  guineas ! 

*  See  pages  160,  407,  ante. 

f  All  Oerman  and  French  bibliographers  class  these  TIBST  editions  among 
rare' books  ;  and  nothing  is  more  apt  to  seduce  a  noviciate  in  bibliography  into 
error  than  the  tempting  manner  in  which,  by  aid  of  capital  or  italic  types,  these 
Editiomes  Primarije  or  EdUionet  Princijtes  ore  set  forth  in  the  most  respectable 
catalogues  published  abroad  as  well  as  at  home.    But  before  we  enter  into  par- 

X  This  book  was.printed  at  Bolt  Court  duiing  the  apprenticeship  of  the  printer  of  this  edit 
of  Bibllo.,  who  speakiDg  from  rememhTaDce,  ventures  to  sngftest  that  the  above  remark  la 
'ather  too  strong— although  there  was  confessedly  a  great  deal  of  trouble  in  procuring  good 
veHnm.  He  believes  only  ont  copy  wm  done:  it  was  the  property  of  Alexander  Davidson,  Esq. 
Banker,  and,  being  in  his  library  in  Ireland,  when  the  mansion  was  burned  down,  it  was 
destroyed.  Ho  had  inaurcd  it  fur  £($00 — the  Insurance  ottlce  disputed  his  claim,  and  a  trial 
at  Dublin  took  place.  The  late  Mr.  Bensley  was  subpoenaed  to  give  evidence  of  its  value, 
but,  being  reluctant  to  go,  he  pentuadedthe  parties  that  Warwick,  one  of  his  pressmen,  who 
worked  it  off,  was  a  bettei  witness  ;  he  accordingly  went,  his  evidence  succeeding  in  establish- 
ing Mr.  Davidson's  claim.  This  same  Warwick  worked  off  many  of  the  splendid  specimens  of 
typography  mentioned  In  Bibliomania,  being  one  of  the  very  best  workmen  in  the  Printing 
bnainess — i>articularly  in  wood-cuts.  He  afterwards  became  private  printer  to  the  late  Sir 
E(gerton  Bridges,  Bart,  at  Lee  Priory— and  is  long  since  dead. 


n\ 
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they  are  in  general  saperintended  and  corrected  by  the 
author  himself,  and,  like  the  first  impressions  of  prints 
are  considered  more  valuable.  Whoever  is  possessed 
with  a  passion  for  collecting  books  of  this  kind,  may 

ticalaiBy  we  must  nofc  forget  that  this  sixth  sympton  of  the  Bibliomiai*  has  besB 
thus  puDgeutly  described  in  the  poetical  strains  of  an  "aspirant !" 

SIXTH  lUXlM. 

Who  of  Bdltions  recks  the  least* 

Bat,  when  that  hog.  his  mind  would  feast 

Fattens  the  intellectual  beast 

With  old,  or  new,  without  ambition,— 
ru  teach  the  pig  to  sosr  on  high, 
(If  pigs  had  pLniona,  by  the  bye) 
How'er  the  kut  may  tati^fy. 
The  UmneboucktiM  the  "First  Eomos.'* 

BiMo&opkta;  pi  n. 

These  first  editions  are  generally,  with  respect  to  foreign  works,  printed  in  the 
fifteenth  or  in  the  early  part  of  the  sixteenth  oentory :  and  indeed  we  ha?e  a 
pretty  rich  sprinkling  of  a  similar  description  of  fiist  editions  executed  in  our 
own  country.    It  is  not,  therefore,  without  justice  that  we  are  described,  by 
foreign  bibliographers,  as  being  much  addicted  to  this  class  of  books :  "  With 
what  aridity,  and  at  what  great  prices,  this  character  of  books  is  obtained  by  the 
Dutch,  and  etpteially  by  the  Englith,   the  veiy  illustrious  Zach.  Conrad  ab 
Uffenbach  shews,  in  the  preface  to  the  second  Tolume  of  his  catalogue."    Ypgt ; 
p.  XX.,  edit.  1798.    There  is  a  curious  and  amusing  article  in  Bayle  (Bo^idi 
edition,  vol  L,  672,  &c.)  about  the  elder  AnciUon,  who  frankly  confessed  that  he 
"  was  troubled  with  the  Bibliomania,  or  disease  of  buying  book&"    Bfr.  D'Isiell 
says  that  he  "always  purchased /rit  edUiont,  and  never  waited  for  second  ones,* 
but  I  find  it,  in  the  English  Bayle,  note  D,  <'he  chose  the  bed  editions."    The 
manner  in  which  Ancillon's  library  was  pillaged  by  the  Ecclesiastics  of  Mets 
(where  it  was  considered  as  the  most  valuable  curiosity  in  the  town)  is  thus  told 
by  Bayle  :  "AnoiUou  was  obliged  to  leave  Metz :  a  company  of  EcdesiastiaSy 
of  all  orders,  came  from  every  part,  to  lay  hands  on  this  fine  and  copious  library* 
which  had  been  collected  with  the  utmost  care  during  forty  years.    They  took 
away  a  great  number  of  the  books  together ;  and  gave  a  little  money,  as  they 
went  out,  to  a  young  girl,  of  twelve  or  thirteen  years  of  age,  who  looked  after 
them,  that  they  might  have  it  to  say  they  had  paid  for  them.    Thus  Andllon  saw 
that  valuable  collection  dispersed,  in  which,  as  he  was  wont  to  say,  his  chief  plea- 
sure and  even  his  heart  was  placed  !" — Edit.  1734.     A  pleasant  circumstance, 
connected  with  our  present  subject,  occurred  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Charles  Bumey. 
At  a  small  sale  of  books  which  took  place  at  Messrs.  King  and  Loch6e*s,  some 
few  years  ago,  the  Doctor  sent  a  commission,  for  some  old  grammatical  trcKatises  ; 
and  calling  with  Mr.  Edwards  to  see  the  success  of  the  commission,  the  latter,  in 
the  truo  spirit  of  bibliomaniacism,  pounced  upon  an  anciently-bound  book,  in  the 
lot,  which  turned  out  to  be— nothing  less  than  the  Jvnt  edition  of  Manhjub  by 
R^omontanus :  one  of  the  very  scarcest  books  in  the  class  of  those  of  which 
we  are  treating  I  By  the  liberality  of  the  purchaser,  this  primary  &i/oiinow  adona 
the  noble  library  of  the  Bishop  of  Ely. 
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unquestionably  be  said  to  exhibit  a  strong  sjrmptom  of 
the  Bibliomania :  but  such  a  case  is  not  quite  hopeless, 
n(Mr  is  it  deserving  of  severe  treatment  or  censure.  All 
bibliographers  have  dwelt  on  the  importance  of  these 
editions^  for  the  sake  of  collation  with  subsequent  ones ; 
and  of  detecting,  as  is  frequently  the  case,  the  careless- 
ness displayed  by  fiiture  editors.  Of  such  importance  is 
theirs/  edition  Shakspearef  considered,  on  the  score  of 
correctness,  that  a  fac-simile  reprint  of  it  has  been 
rec^itly  published.  In  regard  to  the  Greek  and  Latin 
Classics,  the  possession  of  these  original  editions  is  of 
the  first  consequence  to  editors  who  are  anxious  to  re- 
publish the  legitimate  text  of  an  author.  Wakefield,  I 
believe,  always  regretted  that  the  first  edition  of  Lucre- 
tius had  not  been  earlier  inspected  by  him.  TiVlien  he 
beg^  Ms  edition,  the  Editio  Princeps  was  not  (as  I  have 
understood)  in    that  storehouse    of  almost  every  thing 


*  An  instance  of  this  kind  may  be  adduced  from  the  Jirst  edition  of  Fabian, 
printed  in  1516 ;  of  which  Chronicle  Messrs.  Longman,  Hurst,  and  Co.  have 
just  published  a  new  edition,  superintended  by  Mr.  H.  Ellis,  and  containing  va- 
rious readings  from  all  the  editions  at  the  foot  of  the  text  ''  The  antiquary," 
says  the  late  Mr.  Braio),  "  lb  desired  to  consult  the  edition  of  Fabian,  printed 
by  Pynson,  in  1516,  because  there  are  others,  and  I  remember  to  have  seen  one 
in  the  Bodleian  Library  at  Oxford,  with  a  continuation  to  the  end  of  Queen  Maiy, 
1560,  in  which  the  language  is  much  modernized."  Shahtpeare,  edit.  1808,  vol. 
xviiL,  pp.  85,  86.  See  also  what  has  been  before  said  (p.  238.)  of  an  i\fter 
edition  of  Speed. 

f  A  singular  story  is  "extant"  about  the  purchase  of  the  late  Duke  of  Box* 
bui^h's  copy  of  the  first  edition  of  Shakspeare.  A  Mend  was  bidding  for  him 
in  the  sale-room :  his  Grace  had  retired  to  one  end  of  the  room,  oooUy  to  view 
the  issue  of  the  contest.  The  biddings  rose  quickly  to  20  guineas ;  a  great  sum 
in  former  times :  but  the  Duke  was  not  to  be  daunted  or  defeated.  A  slip  of 
paper  was  handed  to  him,  upon  which  the  propriety  of  continuing  the  contest 
was  suggested.  His  Grace  took  out  his  pencil ;  and,  with  a  coolness  which  would 
have  done  credit  to  Prince  Eugene,  he  wrote  on  the  same  slip  of  paper,  by  way 
of  reply- 
lay  on  Kacdnffl 
And  d— ^  be  he  who  first  cries  "  Hold,  onongh  1" 

Such  a  spirit  was  irresistible,  and  bore  down  all  opposition.  The  Duke  was  of 
course  dodared  victor,  and  he  marched  off,  triumphantiy,  with  the  volume  under 
his  arm.  Lord  Sponcer  has  a  fine  copy  of  this  first  edition  of  Shakspeare,  ooUated 
by  Bteevens  himself. 
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which  is  exquisite  and  rare  in  ancient  and  modem  clas- 
sical literature — need  I  add  the  library  of  Earl  Spacer  ?* 

It  must  not^  however^  be  forgotten  that,  if  first  edi- 
tions are,  in  some  instances,  of  great  importance,  they 
are  in  many  respects  superfluous,  and  only  incamber  the 
shelves  of  a  collector ;  inasmuch  as  the  labours  of  sub- 
sequent editors  have  corrected  the  errors  of  their  prede- 
cessors, and  superseded,  by  a  great  fund  of  additional 
matter,  the  necessity  of  consulting  diem.  Thus,  not  to 
mention  other  instances  (which  present  themselves  while 
noticing  the  present  one),  all  the  fine  things  which  Ck>Io- 
mi6s  and  Reimannus  have  said  about  the  rarity  of  Lot 
Croix  du  Maine's  Bibliothdque,  published  in  1584,  are 
now  imnecessary  to  be  attended  to,  since  th^  publication 
of  the  ample  and  excellent  edition  of  this  work  by  De 
La  Monnoye  and  Juvigny,  in  six  quarto  volumes,  1772. 

Lis.  Upon  the  whole,  I  should  prefer  the  best  to  the 
first  edition ;  'and  you,  Lorenzo,  may  revel  in  the  pos- 
session  of  your  first  Shakespeare — but  give  me  the  last 
Variorum  edition  in  tiuenty-one  volumes. 

*  We  raiiie  the  column  to  the  hero  who  has  fought  oar  battles  by  sea  or  land ; 
and  we  teach  our  children  to  look  up  with  admiration  and  rererence  towards  an 
object  80  well  calculated  to  excite  the  best  sympathies  of  the  human  heart.  All 
this  is  well ;  and  may  it  never  be  neglected  t  But  there  are  oiher  characters  aoi 
less  noble,  and  of  equal  glory  to  a  great  nation  like  our  own  ;  and  they  are  those 
who,  to  the  adventitious  splendour*of  hereditary  rank,  add  all  the  worth  and 
talent  of  a  private  condition,  less  exposed  to  temptation,  and  suited  to  the  ooHr- 
vation  of  peaceful  and  literary  pursuits.  Such  a  character  is  Gboboe  John 
Earl  Siencer  !  A  nobleman,  not  less  upright  and  weighty  in  the  senate  than 
polished  and  amiable  in  private  life ;  who,  cool  and  respected  amidst  the  violence 
of  party,  has  filled  two  of  the  most  important  offices  of  state  in  a  manner  at  once 
popular  and  effective  ;  and  who,  to  his  general  love  of  the  fine  arts,  and  aoqtiaint- 
ance  with  classical  literature,  has  superadded  the  noble  achievement  of  having 
collected  the  finest  private  library  in  Europe !  The  reader  has  already  met  wit& 
sufficient  mention  of  this  collection  to  justify  what  is  here  said  in  commendatioii 

of  it In  the  deepest  recess  of  Althorpe  Park — where  the  larch  and 

laurustinus  throw  their  dark  yet  pleasing  shade — and  where 


■     pinuB  Ingens,  albaque  popolos 
Umbram  hospltalAm  consocUre  amaot 
Bamii — 

let  the  Doric  Temple  'be  raised,  with  its  white-marbled  columns,  sacred  to  tbe 
memory  of  this  illustrious  nobleman  !    Let  his  bust,  in  basso-relievo,  with 


^K 
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LoBEN.  "  Chacan  a  son  goat,"  yet  it  may  be  as  well 
to  possess  them  both.  Indeed,  I  not  only  have  these 
editions,  but  a  great  number  of  the  early  plays  printed 
Id  quarto  ;*  which  are  considered  the  ae  plus  idtra  of 
Shakspearian  bibliomaniacism. 

Bblin.  Much  good  may  these  wretchedly  printed  to- 
lomes  do  you  !  Now  let  me  proceed  with  my  pupil.  Tell 
OS,  good  Lysander,  what  can  you  possibly  mean  by  the 
seventh  symptom  of  the  Bibliomania,  called  True  Edi- 
tions ? 

Lysand.  My  definition  of  this  strange  symptom  will 
excite  your  mirth.t    Some  copies  of  a  work  are  struck  , 


*  A.  pretty  oo^otu  list  of  thsM  Tslu^le  a&ilj  plojr*  vill  be  found  at  pages 
m-iS-i,  ante, 
t  Obeerving  the  usual  order  of  notidcation,  we  will  flret  borrow  the  poetiokl 


Wbo  diTM  to  "  write  me  dewo  an  m," 
Wtaea,  spying  Uiraiieli  Uh  curloiia  nun, 
I  rub  nr  lusdi,  uid  wlpa  myglaa. 

If,  chases,  an  vmr  blMS  mj  noUo*— 
Will  priu  wben  diiU'd  Into  bla  daty, 
Tbeie  iDTtlJf  wmU  of  ugly  bMoly ; 
foi  booki,  wtasn  fiUtt  (It  miT  b*  naw  fysX 

Are  "Tbde  Editiohb  :"— odd,— bat  «  'Of. 


r\ 
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oif  with  deviations  from  the  usually  received  ones,  and 
although  these  deviations  have  generally  neither  sense 
nor  beauty  to  recommend  them  (and  indeed  are  princi- 
pally defects  !\  yet  copies  of  this  description  are  eagerly 
sought  after  by  collectors  of  a  certain  class.  What  think 
you  of  such  a  ridiculous  passion  in  the  book-way  ? 

Alm AN.  It  seems  to  me  to  be  downright  idiotism.  Bat 
I  suspect  you  exaggerate? 

Lysand.  In  sober  truths  I  tell  you  only  what  every 
day's  experience  in  the  book-market  will  corroborate. 

Bblin.    Well! — ^what  strange  animals  are  you  biblio- 


TBUB  XDinoifB :  and  as  copies,  with  sadi  variatioiis  (upon  iha  same  piindple  as 
that  of  Prints  ;  vide  p.  501-2,  ante)  are  rare,  they  are  of  coune  sought  after 
with  avidity  by  knowing  bibliomaniacs.  Thus  speaks  Ameilhon  upon  the  subjeot : — 
*'  pendant  rimpreasion  d'un  ouvrage  il  est  arriv^  un  accident  qui,  2i  telle  page  et  II 
telle  ligne,  a  occasion^  un  renversement  dans  les  lettres  d*un  mot^  et  que  oe 
d^sordre  n'a  ^t^  r^tabli  qu'apres  le  tirage  desiz  ou  sept  exemplaires  ;  oo  qui  rend 
oes  exemplaires  d^f  eotueux  presque  uniques,  et  leur  donne,  k  les  entendre,  une 
valeor  inappreciable ;  oar  voila  un  des  grands  secrets  de  oet  art»  qui,  au  reste, 
s'aoquiert  ais^ment  aveo  de  la  memoira"  ifoa.  de  FlntlUui :  vol.  ii,  p.  485.  The 
author  of  these  words  then  goes  on  to  abuse  the  purchasers  and  Tenders  of  these 
strange  books  ;  but  I  will  not  quote  his  saucy  tirade  in  defamation  of  this  noble 
department  of  bibliomaniacism.  I  subjoin  a  few  examples  in  illHstration  of 
Lysander's.definition : — Catar.  Lwg.  BaL  1686,  12mo.  Printed  Sy  JSizevir.  In 
the  Bibliotheca  Reyiokskiana  we  are  informed  that  the  true  Elzerir  edition  is 
known  by  having  the  plate  of  a  buffalo's  head  at  the  beginning  of  the  prefMse  and 
body  of  the  work  :  also  by  having  the  page  numbered  153,  which  ouffkt  to  have 
been  numbered  149.  A  further  account  is  given  in  my  Introduction  to  the 
Classics,  vol.  i.,  p.  228. — Horace,  Londioi,  1738,  8vo.,  2  vols.  Published  by  Pine. 
The  true  edition  isdistinguished  by  having  at  page  108,  voL  ii.,  the  inofrreel  read- 
ing "Post  Est."— for  "Protest."— Ftryi^.  Lug.  Bat,  1636, 12mo.  Printed  by 
Elzevir.  The  true  edition  is  known,  by  having  at  plate  1,  before  the  Bucolics^ 
the  following  Latin  i>6aaage printed  in  red  ini,  "  Ego  vero  i^equentes  a  te  literaa 
accept."  Consul  de  Bure,  no.  2684.— Ztiem.  Birmingfa.  1763,  4to.  Printed  by 
Baskorvillo.  A  particular  account  of  the  fru«  edition  will  be  found  in  the  second 
volume  of  my  "  Introduction  to  the  Classics,"  p.  337 — ^too  long  to  be  here  in- 
serted.— Bocaceio.  U  Decamerone,  Venet.  1627,  4to.  Consult  De  Bure  n^,  3667 ; 
Bandini,  vol.  u,  105,  211 ;  (who,  however,  is  extremely  laconic  upon  this  edition, 
but  copious  upon  the  anterior  one  of  1516)  and  Haym,  vol.  iii,  p.  8,  edit.  1803. 
Bibl.  Paris.,  n^.  408.  Clement.  (voL  iv.  352,)  has  abundance  of  reference,  as 
usual,  to  strengthen  his  assertion  in  calling  the  edition  "Jort  rare."  The  reprint, 
or  spurious  edition,  has  always  struck  me  as  the  prettier  book  of  the  two.  These 
examples  appeared  in  the  first  edition  of  this  work.  I  add  to  them  what  of 
oourae  I  was  not  enabled  to  do  before.    In  the  second  edition  of  The  Bibliowuuiia, 
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maniacs.  Have  we  ai^r  other  symptom  to  notice  ?  Yes, 
I  think  Lysander  made  mention  of  an  eighth  ;  called  a 
passion  for  thb  Black-Letter.  Can  any  eyes  be  so 
jaundiced  as  to  prefer  volumes  printed  in  this  crabbed, 
rough,  and  dismal  manner  ? 

LoREN.  Treason  —  downright  treason  !  Lisardo  shall 
draw  up  a  bill  of  indictment  against  you,  and  Lysander 
shall  be  your  judge. 

Bblin.  My  case  would  then  be  desperate ;  and  execu- 
tion must  necessarily  follow. 

Lis.  I  shall  be  better  able  to  form  an  opinion  of  the 
expediency  of  such  a  measure  after  Lysander  has  given 
us  his  definition  of  this  eighth  and  last  symptom.  Pro- 
ceed, my  friend. 

Lysand.  Of  all  sjrmptoms  of  the  Bibliomania,  this 
eighth  symptom  is  at  present  the  most  powerful  and  pre- 
vailing. Whether  it  was  imported  into  this  country, 
from  Holland,  by  the  subtlety  of  Schelhom^  (a  knowing 

thefre  are  some  variations  in  the  copies  of  the  small  paper ;  and  one  or  two 
decided  ones  between  the  small  and  lat^.  In  the  small,  at  page  18,  line  2,  we 
read 

"  beat  with  perpetaal  formg.*' 

in  the  large,  it  is  properly 

"beat  with  perpetual  ttorau.** 

Which  of  these  is  indicative  of  the  true  edition  7  Again :  in  the  small  paper, 
p.  275,  line  20,  we  read  properly 

"  CUadite  Jam  rivos  poeri,  sat  prtUa  blbenmt" 

in  the  large  paper, 

*'  Clandite  Jam  rivos  paeri,  sat  parta  blbenmt.'' 

It  was  in  my  power  to  have  cancelled  the  leaf  in  the  latge  paper  as  well  as  in  the 
small ;  but  I  thought  it  might  thereby  have  taken  from  the  former  the  air  of  a 
true  edition ;  and  so  the  blunder  (a  mere  transposition  of  the  letters  ar)  will  go 
down  to  a  future  generation  in  the  laige  paper.  There  is  yet  another  slight  varia- 
tion between  the  small  and  large.  At  p.  Ill,  in  the  account  of  the  catalogue  of 
Krohn's  books,  the  concluding  sentence  wholly  varies :  but  I  believe  then  is  not 
an  error  in  either,  to  entitle  one  to  the  rank  of  Truitm  more  than  another,  f 

*  His  words  are  as  follows :  "  Ipsa  typorum  ruditas,  ipsa  iUa  atra  crassaque  lite- 
rerum  fades  belle  tcuigit  tentut,*'  Jkc,    Was  ever  the  black-letter  more  eloquently 

t  DuriDg  the  youth  of  the  printer  of  this  book,  a  carious  mistake  occorred :  a  splendid  folio 
work  was  going  on  for  Dr.  Bonnell  Thornton ;  in  a  certain  page,  as  printers  technically  say* 
o  tpaee  $tood  up  ;  the  Dr.  (not  nnderstanding  printers'  marks)  wrote  on  a  head  page  "  take 
oat  horizontal  line  at  p.  so  and  so  "^the  compositor  inserted  theee  wordi  as  a  digpUmtdlimt 
in  the  head-page  whereon  they  were  written— 4he  reader  passed  it  in  the  revise— and  it  was  so 
worked  off!    Being  eventually  detected— the  leaf  was  of  coarse  cancelled. 
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writer  upon  rare  and  curious  books^may  be  a  point  wor- 
thy of  consideration.  But  whatever  be  its  origin^  certain 
is  that  books  printed  in  the  ftlark^Ifttfr,  are  now 
coveted  with  an  eagerness  unknown  to  our  collectors  in 

described :  see  bis  AmcnUatet  Literaria,  vol.  L,  p.  5.  But  for  the  last  ttmep  let 
ua  listen  to  the  oonoluding  symptomatic  stansa  of  an  "aspirant  ;*' 

BIOHTH  MAXIM. 

Who  dreams  the  Typ«  should  please  as  all. 
That's  not  too  thio,  and  not  too  tall. 
Nor  mach  awry,  nor  over  iimall. 

And,  if  bat  Roman,  asks  no  better- 
May  die  in  darkness :— I,  for  one, 
Disdain  to  tell  the  barb'roas  Hon 
That  Persians  bat  adore  the  san 

TiU  Uoght  to  know  our  GKtd-^^lgitks'MMUt. 

BihlioiopMa ,'  p.  tIL 

However  cruel  may  be  the  notes  of  one  poet,  it  seems  pretty   clear    that  the 
glorious  subject,  or  bibliomaniaoal  symptom,  of  which  we  a^  treating,  excited 

numbers  of  a  softer  character  in  the  muse  of  Dr.  Ferriar :  for  thus  sizi^  he 

inspired  by  the  possession  of  black- UUer  tomes  : 

In  red  morocco  drest,  he  loves  to  boast 
The  bloody  mnrder,  or  the  yelling  ghost ; 
Or  dismal  ballads,  sang  to  crowds  of  old. 
Now  cheaply  bought  for  thrice  their  weight  in  gold. 

V.  62-66. 

Ev'n  I,  debarr'd  of  Mse  and  stndioos  houM, 
Confess,  mid'  anzious  toil,  its  larking  pow'rs. 
How  pare  the  Joy,  when  first  my  hands  unfold 
The  small,  rare  volume,  black  with  tarnished  gold  I 

The  BibHomania,  1. 185-8. 

But  let  us  attend  to  a  more  scientific  illustration  of  this  eighth  symptom.     '  Black- 
Lbtteb,  which  is  used  in  England,  descends  from  the  Gothic  oharaotors  ;  and 
is  therefore  called  OoUiic  by  some,  old  English  by  others ;  but  printers  give  it 
the   name  of  Black-LtUeff  because  its  face  taking  in  a  larger  compass  tl^m 
Roman  or  Italic  of  the  same  body,  the  full  and  spreading  strokes  thereof  appear 
more  hUuh  upon  paper  than  common.'    SmiVCt  PriwUr*t  Grammar  \  edit.  1755, 
p.  18.    The  same  definition  is  given  in  a  recent  similar  work ;  with  the  addition 
that  'black-letter  is  more  expensive  than  Roman  or  ItaUo,  its  broad  face  requir- 
ing an  eictraordinary  quantity  of  ink,  which  always  gives  the  best  ooloured  paper 
a  yellow  cast,  unless  worked  upon  that  of  a  superior  quality.    It  has  a   good 
effect  in  a  title-page,  if  disposed  with  taste.'    Stower's  Priruii't  Orammar;  1808 
p.  41.    To  these  authorities  we  may  add,  from  Rowe  Mores,  thi^t  <  Wynkyn  de 
Worde's  letter  was  of  The  Sqtuire  English  or  Blackface,  and  has  been  the  pattern 
for  his  successors  in  the  art.'    Of  English  Founden  and  Foundria ;  1778»  Sro. 
p.  4,  5.    '  The  same  black-letter  printer,'  says  Palmer  or  Psalmanaasar,  '  gave  a 
greater  scope  to  his  fancy,  and  formed  such  a  variety  of  sorts  and  sizes  of  letter 
that,  for  several  years  after  him,  none  of  his  successors  attempted  to  imitate  him 
therein.'    General  History  of  Priniin^ ;  p.  343.    It  is  not  necessary  to  oollect^ 
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the  last  century.  If  the  spirits  of  West^  Ratcliffe,  Far- 
mer, and  Brand,  have  as  yet  held  any  intercourse  with 
each  other,  in  that  place  "  from  whose  bourne  no  traveller 
returns/'  which  must  be  the  surprise  of  the  three  former, 
on  being  told,  by  the  latter,  of  the  prices  given  for  some 
of  the  books  at  the  sale  of  his  library  ! 

A  perusal  of  these  prices  may  probably  not  impress  the 
reader  with  any  lofty  notions  of  the  superiority  of  the 
Uack-letter  ;    but  this  symptom  of  the  Bibliomania  is, 

in  fomuJ  amy,  the  authoritiM  of  foreigners  upon  this  important  snbject; 
although  it  may  be  as  well  to  notice  the  ptrange  manner  in  whioh  Momoro,  in  his 
Train  eUmetUaire  de  Vlmprimeru,  p.  185,  refers  us  to  an  elucidation  of  the 
Gothic  letter  ('appeM  du  nom  de  certains  peuples  qui  vinrent  s'^tablir  dans  la 
Gothie,  phis  de  quatre  cens  ans  avant  J.  C* )  in  one  of  the  plates  of  Foumier's 
DieUonnaire  Tifpoffraphique :  vol.  \L  p.  205— which,  in  truth,  resembles  any- 
thing but  the  Gothic  type,  as  understood  by  modem  readers. — Smith  and  Mr. 
Stower  have  the  hardihood  to  rejoice  at  the  present  general  extinction  of  the 
Uaok-letter.  They  were  not^  probably,  aware  of  Heame's  eulogy  upon  it— 'As 
it  is  a  reproach  to  us  (says  this  renowned  antiquary)  that  the  Saxon  language 
should  be  so  forgot  as  to  have  but  few  (comparatively  speaking)  that  are  able  to 
read  it ;  so  'tis  a  greater  reproach  that  the  Black-Lktter,  which  was  the  cha- 
racter so  much  in  use  in  our  grandfathers'  days,  should  be  now  (as  it  were, 
disused  and  rejected ;  especially  when  we  know  the  best  editions  of  oar  EnglisH 
Bible  and  Common-Prayer  (to  say  nothing  of  other  books)  are  printed  in  it.' 
Jiobert  qf  Ohucetter's  Chronicle :  vol.  i.,  p.  Lxxxv. .  I  presume  the  editor  and 
pubUaber  of  the  forth-coming  fac-simile  re-impression  of  Juliana  Barnes's 
Book  of  Hawking,  Hunting,  &c.,  are  of  the  same  opinion  with  Hearne :  and  are 
resolved  upon  eclipsing  even  the  black-letter  reputation  of  the  afore-named 
Wynkyn  De  Worde. — A  pleasant  black-letter  anecdote  is  told  by  Ghevillier,  of 
his  having  picked  up,  on  a  bookseller's  stall,  the  first  edition  of  the  Speculum 
Salutit  sive  Humana  Sulvationu  (one  of  the  rarest  volumes  in  the  class  of  those 
printed  in  the  middle  of  the  fifteenth  century)  for  the  small  sum  of  four  livres ! 
VOrigiiu  de  rJmprimerie  ;  p.  281.  This  extraordinary  event  soon  .  spread 
abroad,  and  was  circulated  in  every  bibliographical  joumaL  Sohelhom  noticed 
it  in  his  AmuBHitat€t  LiUraria :  voL  iv.  295-6 :  and  so  did  Maichelius  in  his 
Inircd.  ad  HitL  Lit  et  Pracip,  Bibf,  Paris,  p.  122.  Nor  has  it  escaped  the 
notice  of  a  more  recent  foreign  biblidgrapher.  Ameilhon  makes  mention  of 
Chevillier's  good  fortune ;  adding  that  the.  work  was  'un  de  ees  livres  rares  an 
premi^  degr^,  qu'  un  BON  Bibuomaxe  ne  peut  voir  sans  tr^pigner  de  joie,  si 
j'ose  m*exprimer  ainsL'  Mem,  de  CInstiiuf,  voL  ii.  485-6.  This  very  oopy, 
which  was  in  the  Sorbonne,  is  now  in  the  Imperial,  library  at  Paris,  ibid,  A 
similar,  though  less  important,  anecdote  is  here  laid  before  the  reader  from  a 
oobimunication  sent  to  me  by  Mr.  Wm.  Hamper  of  Birmingham.  ' "  Tiuter's 
Five  Bnndred  Points  of  Oood  Husbandry,  hlacl-Utier,  sewed,**  was  valued  at 
8IXFBNCB,  in  a  catalogue  of  a  small  Collection  of  Books  on  the  sale  at  the  shop  of 
Mr.  William  Adams,  Loughborough,  in  the  year  1804 :  and,  after  in  vain  suing 
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nevertheless^  not  to  be  considered  as  incurable,  or  wholly 
onproductive  of  good.  Under  a  proper  spirit  of  modifi- 
cation,  it  has  done,  and  will  continue  to  do,  essential 
service  to  the  cause  of  English  literature.  It  grnided  the 
taste,  and  strengthened  the  judgment,  of  Tyrwhitt  in  his 
researches  after  Chaucerian  lore.  It  stimulated  the 
studies  of  Farmer  and  Steevens,  and  enabled  them  to 
twine  many  a  beauteous  flower  round  the  brow  of  their 
beloved  Shakspeare. 

the  eoj  ooUeoior  at  this  humble  price,  remained  imsold  to  the  preeent  year,  1809, 
when  (thank*  to  your  BlbtiomoHial)  H  brought  a  Goldkh  Ouimu.'— I  hare 
m/telf  been  aocuaed  ol  'an  admiration  to  ezoess'  of  blaok-letter  lore;    and  of 
recommending  it  in  every  Blmipe,  and  by  ereiy  means,  direetly  and  Indireotly. 
Yet  I  haTe  surely  not  said  or  done  any  thing  half  so  decisiTe  in  reeommendafcioo 
of  it  as  did  our  great  moralist.  Dr.  Johnson :  who  thus  introduces  the  subject  in 
one  of  his  periodical  papers.— The  eldest  and  most  venerable  of  this  aociety,  was 
H1B8VTU8 :  who,  after  the  first  dvilitiee  of  my  reception,  found  means  to  intro- 
duce the  mention  of  his  favourite  studies,  by  a  severe  censure  of  thoee  1H10  want 
the  due  regard  for  their  native  country.    He  informed  me  that  be  had  eariy  with- 
drawn hk  attention  from  foreign  trifles,  and  that  since  he  begun  to  addict  his 
mind  to  serious  and  manly  studies,    he  had  very  carefully  amaseed   all  the 
Bnglitk  hookt  that  were  printed  in  the  ttlarfe-ftfttfr.    This  seareh  he  had  pur- 
sued so  diligently  that  he  was  able  to  show  the  defidencies  of  the  best  catalcg«es« 
He  had  long  since  completed  his  Coxtoa,  had  three  sheets  of  Trtweru^  unknown 
to  antiquaries^  and  wanted  to  a  perfect  [collection  of]  Pjfn$(m  but  two  volomes  : 
of  which  one  was  promised  him  as  a  legacy  by  its  present  pneeoaeor,  and  the 
other  he  was  resolved  to  buy  at  whatever  price,  when  Qnisquilius'  librsry  shoohl 
be  sold.    Hirsutus  had  no  other  reason  for  the  valuing  or  slighting  a  book  than 
that  it  was  printed  in  the  Roman  or  the  Oothiok  letter,  nor  any  Ideas  but  sudi  as 
bis  favourite  volumes  bad  supplied :  when  he  was  serious,  he  expatiated  on  the 
narratives  of  Johah  db  Trbviba,  and,  when  he  was  merry,  regaled  us  with  a 
quotation  from  the  Shippe  of  FooU,*     Rambler,  n«.  177.— Nor  was  the  Docter 
himself  quite  easy  and  happy  'till  he  had  sold,  in  the  character  of  a  booksbllbb, 
a  few  volumes— probably  of  black-letter  celebrity.     Mr.  Boewell  relatee  that 
"During  the  last  visit  which  the  Doctor  made  to  Litchfield,  the  frimds,  with 
whom  he  was  staying  missed  him  one  morning  at  the  breakfast  table.    On  in- 
quiring after  him  of  the  servants,  they  understood  that  he  bad  aet  off  from  Litch- 
field at  a  veiy  early  hour,  withoat  mentioning  to  any  of  the  family  whither  he  was 
going.    The  day  passed  without  the  return  of  the  illustrious  gueety  and  the  party 
began  to  be  very  uneasy  on  his  account,  when,  just  before  the  supper  boor,  the 
door  open^,  and  the  Doctor  stalked  into  the  room.    A  solemn  sUencse  of  a  few 
minutes  ensued ;  nobody  daring  to  enquire  the  cause  of  his  absence,  which  was  al 
length  relieved  by  Johnson  addressing  the  lady  of  the  house  as  follows:  **  Madam, 
I  beg  your  pardon  for  the  abruptness  of  my  departure  this  morning,  but  I  was 
constrained  to  it  by  my  eonteience.    Fifty  years  ago.  Madam,  on  this  day,  I  com- 
mitted a  breach  of  filial  piety,  which  has  ever  since  Jain  heavy  on  my  ntiind,  and 


THB  ALCOVE.  531 

It  has  since  operated,  to  the  same  eifect,  in  the  labour 
of  Mr.  Douce,*  the  Porson  of  old  Eng^lish  and  French 
Literature;  and  in  the  editions  of  Milton  and  Spenser, 
by  my  amiable  and  excellent  friend  Mr.  Todd,  the  public 
have  had  a  specimen  of  what  the  Black-Letter  may  per- 
form, when  temperately  and  skilfully  exercised. 

I  could  bring  to  your  recollection  other  instances  ;  but 
your  own  memories  will  better  furnish  you  with  them. 
Let  me  not,  however,  omit  remarking  that  the  beautiful 
pages  of  the  *  Minstrelsy  of  the  Scottish  Border'  and 
*  Sir  Tristrem'  exhibit,  in  the  notes,  (now  and  then 
thickly  studded  with  black-letter  references)  a  proof  that 
the  author  of '  The  Lay,'  *  Marmum^  and  '  77<e  Lady  of 
the  Lake^'  has  not  disdained  to  enrich  his  stores  with  such 
intelligence  as  black-letter  books  impart  In  short* 
although  this  be  a  strong  and  general  symptom  of  the 
Bibliomania,  it  is  certainly  not  attended  with  injurious 
eflfects  when  regulated  by  prudence  and  discretion.  An 
undislinguishable  voracious  appetite  to  swallow  every 
tkmg^  because  printed  in  the  black-letter,  must  neces- 
sarily bring  on  an  incurable  disease,  and,  consequently, 
premature  dissolution. 

There  is  yet  one  other,  and  a  somewhat  generally  pre- 
vailing:, symptom,  indicative   of  the  prevalence  of  the 

bM  not  antil  this  day  beea  ezpialad.  My  father,  you  rAcoUect,  was  a  bookseller, 
and  had  long  lieen  in  the  habit  of  attending  H^altail  Market ;  and  opening  a 
stall  for  the  sale  of  bis  books  during  that  day.  Confined  to  his  bed  by  indispo- 
sition, he  requested  of  me,  this  time  fifty  years  ago,  to  visit  the  market,  and 
attend  the  stall  in  his  place.  But,  Madam,  my  pride  preTented  me  from  doing 
my  duty,  and  I  gave  my  father  a  refusal.  To  do  away  the  sin  of  this  disobe- 
dienee,  I  this  day  went  in  a  post-ohaise  to  Walsall,  and  going  into  the  market  at 
the  time  of  high  business,  unoovered  my  head,  and  stood  with  it  bare  an  hour 
before  the  stall  which  my  father  had  formerly  used,  exposed  to  the  sneers  of  the 
by-standers,  and  the  inclemency  of  the  weather :  a  penance,  by  which  I  have 
propitiated  Heaven  for  this  only  instance,  I  believe,  of  contumacy  towards  my 
father.** ' — Is  it  not  probable  that  Dr.  Johnson  himself  might  have  sold  for  six- 
PB2ICI,  a  Tntter,  which  now  would  have  brought  a  'ooldkn  guinea  ?* 

*  In  the  criticisms  which  have  passed  upon  Mr.  Doucb's  "  lUuttratioRS  (^ 
Skahtpeart  and  AncietU  AfauHort"  it  has  not,  I  think,  been  generally  noticed 
that  this  work  is  dbtinguished  for  the  singular  diffidence  and  urbanity  of  criticism, 
as  well  as  depth  of  learning,  which  it  evinces ;  and  for  the  happy  illustrations  of 
the  subjects  discussed  by  means  of  fac-simile  wood -cuts. 
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Bibliomania;  and  this  consists  in  a  fondness  for  books 
which  have  been  printed  for  Private  Distribution*. 
only,  or  at  a  private  press.  What  is  executed  for  a 
few,  will  be  coveted  by  many ;  because  the  edge  of 
curiosity  is  whetted,  from  a  supposition  that  something 
very  extraordinary,  or  very  curious,  or  very  uncommon, 

*  The  reader  may  not  object  to  be  made  acquainted  with  a  few  distfaigaitbed 
productions^  printed  for  frivatb  dibtbibutior.  The  reader  is  indebted  to  Mr. 
Bulmer,  at  whose  elegant  press  these  works  were  printed,  for  the  informatioa 
which  follows  :— Museum  Wobsletanum  ;  by  Sir  JUidiard  WanUy ;  IfdS, 
1802,  Atlas  Folio,  2  toIs.  The  first  volume  of  this  work,  of  which  200  oopies 
were  printed,  was  finished  in  May,  1798,  and  circulated,  with  the  plates  only  of 
▼oL  ii,  amongst  the  ohoeen  friends  of  Sir  Richard  Worsley,  the  anther ;  who  was, 
at  that  time,  the  diplomatic  Resident  at  Venice  from  our  Court.  The  eeoond 
Tolume,  with  the  letter-press  complete,  of  which  only  100  oopies  were  printad, 
was  finished  in  1802.  The  entire  expense  attending  this  rare  and  aiunptiiouB 
publication  (of  which  a  copy  is  in  the  library  of  the  Royal  Instttation)  amoonted 
to  the  enormous  sum  of  27,000/.  and  from  the  irregularity  of  deliveriD^  the 
second  Tolume  of  plates,  in  the  first  instance,  without  the  letter-press^  many  of 

the  copies  are  incomplete. Thb  Fathbb's  Rkvknob  ;  hy  the  Marl  tf  CariitU, 

K,0.  &c.,  1800,  4to.  A  limited  impression  of  this  very  beautiful  Tolume^  deco- 
rated with  engravings  from  the  pendl  of  Westall,  was  circulated  by  th«  noble 
author  among  his  friends.    I  saw  a  copy  of  it,  boimil  in  green  moroooo,  with  the 

original  letter  of  the  donor,  in  the  library  of  Earl  Spencer  at  Althoip. Moubt 

St.  Gothabd  :  Bytk^laU  Duckest  qf  Dtvonskitt,  folio.  Only  fifty  oopies  of 
this  briUiant  volume  were  printed  ;  to  a  few  of  which,  it  is  said,  I^dy  Disaa 
Beauderc  lent  the  aid  of  her  ornamental  pencil,  in  some  beantifnl  drawii^  of 
the  wild  and  romantic  sceneiy  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Mount  St.  Gkithard. 

Dissbbtation  on  Etbuboan  Vasbs  ;  hy  Mr,  ChrittU,    Imperial  4t0).    ^yitb 

elegant  Engravings.  Only  100  copies  of  this  truly  classical  volume  were  printed. 
From  the  death  of  one  or  two  of  the  parties,  who  became  originaUy  pooMased  of 
it,  as  a  present  from  the  author,  it  has  fallen  to  the  lot  of  Mr.  Christie  to  become, 
professionally,  the  vender  of  a  work  which  he  himself  never  meant  to  be  sold.    A 

copy  was  very  lately  disposed  of,  in  this  manner,  for  14/. Bentleii  Epibtola  ; 

£diied  by  [the  Rev.]  Dr,  Charles  Bumey  :  1807,  4to.  This  is  one  of  the  most 
beautiful  productions  of  the  Sbakspeare  press  ;  nor  are  the  intrinsSo  merits  of  the 
volume  inferior  to  its  external  splendour.  The  scarcer  copies  of  it  are  thoee  in 
medium  quarto ;  of  which  only  50  were  printed :  of  the  imperial  quarto,  there 
were  150  executed. — J  add  two  more  similar  examples,  which  were  not  printed  at 
the  Shakspeare  press :— LoBO  Baltimore's  Oaudia  Poetica ;  Lat.  AngL  eft  GaO. 
with  plates.  (No  date).  Large  quarto.  Only  ten  oopies  of  this  rare  volume 
were  printed,  and  those  distributed  among  the  author's  friends :  a  copy  of  it  was 
sold  for  6L  10«.  at  the  sale  of  Mr.  Reed's  books :  see  BiU.  Reed,  no.  6682.  It 
was  inserted  for  sale  in  the  cataloiarue  of  Mr.  Bumham,  bookseller  at  North- 
ampton, A.D.  1796— with  a  note  of  its  rarity  subjoined. Views  in  Obkvbt 

and  on  the  North-Eastern  Coast  or  Scotland.    Taken  in  1806.    Etched 
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is  propagated  in  this  said  book,  so  partially  distributed. 
As  to  works  printed  at  a  Private  Press,  we  have  had  a 
very  recent  testimony  of  the  avidity  with  which  certain 
volumes,  executed  in  this  manner,  and  of  which  the 
impression  has  been  comparatively  limited,  have  been 
sought  after  by  book  Cognoscenti. 

1807.  FoSo.  Bff  the  Marckumett  of  Stafford,  ^The  letter-press  oonsUtB  of  twenty- 
■eren  pages :  the  first  of  which  bears  this  unassuming  designation ;  "  Some 
Aocount  of  the  Orlmey  Islands,  extracted  from  Dr.  Barry's  History,  and  Wal- 
lace's and  Brand's  Descriptions  of  Orkney."  To  this  chapter  or  division  is  pre- 
fixed a  vignette  of  Stroma ;  and  the  chapter  ends  at  p.  5.  Then  follow  four  views 
of  the  Orkney  Islands.— The  next  chapter  is  entitled  "  The  Cathedral  of  Kirk- 
waU,"  which  at  the  beginning  exhibits  a  vignette  of  the  Cathedral  ofSL  Magnus, 
and  at  the  close,  at  p.  9,  a  vignette  of  a  Tomb  in  the  Cathedral.  To  these  suc- 
oeed  two  plates,  presenting  Views  of  the  Intide  of  the  Cathedral,  and  an  ^  rc4  in 
ike  Cttthedral,''Tho  third  chapter  commences  at  p.  11,  with  "The  Earl  of 
Orkney's  Ptdaoe,"  to  which  a  vignette  of  a  Street  in  KirhwUl  is  prefixed.  It 
ends  at  p.  13,  and  is  followed  by  a  plate  exhibiting  a  view  of  the  Door-way  qf  the 
JBarCe  Patau ;  by  another  of  the  Hall  qf  the  BarVe  Palace  \  and  by  a  third 
containing  two  Views,  namely,  the  Ineide  of  the  Hall,  and,  upon  a  larger  scale, 
the  CAMMey  in  Me  iTa//.—"  The  Bay  of  the  Frith"  U  the  subject  of  the  fourth 
chapter ;  which  exhibits  at  the  beginning  a  vignette  of  the  HUle  of  Hoy,  It 
doses  at  p.  14,  with  a  vignette  of  The  Dwarf y  Stone,  Then  follow  six  plates, 
containing  a  view  of  the  Bay  qf  Frith,  a  View  from  Hoy,  two  views  of  the 
Baitem  and  Wettem  Circlet  cf  the  Stonet  qf  Stennit,  and  two  views  of  Stromnets, 
—The  next  chapter  is  entitled  "Duncansbay  or  Dungsby-head,"  which  bears  in 
troot  a  vignette  of  Wiei,  and  at  the  end,  in  p.  16,  a  vignette  of  the  Cattle  or 
Frttmek.  Three  plates  follow :  the  first  presenting  a  view  of  Duneantbay-Head : 
the  second.  Views  of  the  Stackt  qf  Hemprigt  and  the  HUlt  of  SchraJnner  or 
SehwreUfen ;  the  third,  a  View  of  The  OrxL— "The  Castle  of  Helmsdale"  is  the 
title  of  the  succeeding  chapter,  to  which  is  prefixed  a  vignette  of  Hdmtdale 
Cattle,  It  ends  at  p.  19,  with  a  vignette  of  the  Bridge  qf  Brora,  Then  follow 
two  platee,  presenting  Views  of  Belmtdale  Cattle,  and  the  Coatt  qf  Sutherland,^ 
The  subject  of  the  next  chapter  ia  "  Dunrobin  Caitle,"  (the  ancient  seat  of  her 
Ladyship's  ancestors,  and  now  a  residence  of  her  Ladyship,)  which  presents,  at 
the  beginning,  a  vignette  of  Dunrobin  Catde,  and  after  the  doee  of  the  chapter, 
at  p.  28,  four  plates ;  the  first  of  which  is  a  View  of  Dunrcibin  Cattle  and  the 
surrounding  scenery ;  the  second,  a  smaller  View  of  the  Ca^le :  the  third,  a  View 
of  Druid  Stonet,  with  another  of  Battle  Stonet  in  StrathHete :  and  the  fourth, 
Dornoch,  with  the  Thane* t  OroM.— The  last  chapter  is  entitled  "The  Chapel  of 
Bosslyn,''  to  which  is  prefixed  a  vignette  of  Rottlyn  Chapel,  It  is  followed  by 
four  plates ;  the  first  exhibiting  a  View  of  a  Column  in  Rottlyn  Chapel ;  the  se- 
cond, a  Door-way  in  the  Chapel ;  the  third,  the  Tomb  of  Sir  William  St,  Clair  ; 
and  the  fourth,  Hawthomden,  the  residence  of  the  elegant  and  plaintive  Drum- 
mond ;  with  whose  beautiful  Sonnet,  to  this  his  romantic  habitation,  the  volume 
doses: 

"  Dmu-  wood  I  and  you,  sweet  solitary  place. 
Where  I  estranged  from  the  vulgar  live,*'  Ac 
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Lis.    Tou  allude  to  the  Strawberry  Hill  Press  T^ 
Lysamd.    I  do ;  but  I  have  not  so  ardent  an  admira- 

Of  the  Tolume  whleli  had  been  thus  described,  only  ISO  copietwere  printed.  T1i# 
Tiewe  were  all  drawn  and  etched  by  her  Ladyship :  and  are  exeeoted  with  • 
spirit  and  oorreotoess  which  would  lunre  done  credit  to  the  most  sneoessftil  dbteif^ 
of  Rembrandt  A  copy  of  the  work,  which  had  been  presented  to  the  leie  Rfgfat 
Hon.  C.  F.  Oreville,  produced,  at  the  sale  of  his  books,  the  ram  of 


*  For  the  gratificatkm  of  sodh  desperately-smitteD  MMJomanJaoi,  who  lenve  no 
stone  ontomed  for  the  possession  of  what  are  ealled  Stbawbhbbt  "ELill  IHeeu, 
I  sabjoin  the  followingr  list  of  books,  printed  at  the  celebrated  seat  of  Sir  Horaoe 
Walpole  (afterwards  Lord  Orford)  at  Strawberry  Hill :  sitoated  between  mAt- 
mond  and  Twickenham,  on  the  banks  of  the  Thames.  lUs  list,  nad  the  oeoa- 
sional  bibliographical  memoranda  introduced,  are  taken  from  the  oolleotlon  of 
Strawberry  Hill  books  in  the  Ubiwy  of  the  Marquis  of  Bute,  ai  Lntoo  ;  aU  of 

them  being  elegantly  bound  by  Kalthoeber,  in  red  morocco. 1,     Two  Odt$  If 

Mr.  €hxtf,  **  pm^arra  vwtrmot,"  Pindar  Olymp.  n.  Printed  for  R.  eiMl  J. 
Dodsley,  1757,  4to.,  19  pages,  1000  copies.  In  these  copies  there  ia  eonneHmee 
(but  Teiy  rarely)  prefixed  a  short  poem  of  six  staiias,  in  aHemate  fhymey  "To  Mr. 
Oiay,  on  his  Poems."  As  there  were  oa/y  tix  €opia  of  these  Tersee  printed,  1 
subjoin  them : 

Repine  not.  Gray,  that  our  weak  daaled  ejes 

Thy  during  heights  and  brightness  fthm. 
How  few  can  track  the  eagle  to  the  sklea^ 

Or,  like  him,  gate  upon  the  son  I 

The  gentle  reader  lores  the  gentle  mnse. 

That  little  dares,  and  little  meaaa, 
Who  humbly  sips  her  learning  tnm  Rwimn, 

Or  flatten  in  the  Magaiinm. 

No  longer  now  fhmi  leamlng't  sacred  store. 

Oar  minds  their  health  and  rigonr  draw : 
BoM  RR  and  FivDAB  are  revered  no  more. 

No  more  the  StagfrUt  U  law. 

Though  nnnt  by  these,  In  vain  thy  muse  appears 

To  breathe  herardoors  in  oar  souls : 
In  vain  to  slghUess  eyes,  and  deaden'd  ears. 

Thy  lightning  gleams,  and  thonder  nrfls  I 

Tet  droop  not  Gray,  nor  quit  thy  heav'n-bom  art : 

Again  thy  wondrous  powem  reveal. 
Wake  slumVring  virtne  In  the  BriknCu  heart. 

And  ronae  us  to  r^fitti  voAfwA  I 

With  antient  deeds  our  long-ohlll'd  bosoms  flre. 

Those  deeds  which  maik'd  Elisa's  reign  t 
Make  BriUmi  Greeks  again.— Then  strike  the  lyre. 

And  Pindar  shall  not  sing  In  vain. 

^n.    A  foumejf  into  England,  originally  written  in  Latin,  5y  Pani  JSTsmCsiisr. 

In  the  year  1598.  Printed  1757.  Advertisement  of  10  pages  in  a  fine  \argt  beeu- 
tlful  type,  printed  on  paper  of  great  delicacy.  The  body  of  the  work,  whi^  ia 
printed  in  a  smaller  type,  occupies  126  double  pages ;  on  account  of  the  Latin 
and  Bnglish  being  on  the  opposite  pages,  each  page  is  marked  with  the  same 
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tion  of  thesQ  volumes^  as  the  generality  of   coUectoni.. 
On  the  contrary,  I  think  that  the  Hqfbd  Press  has,  by 


number.    Only  220  oopies  of  this  eurioni  and  elegant  work  were  printed, 
ra.  J'tiffUiwe^PUea  in  Veru  and  Pnm.    Ptnunt  ti  Imputaatmr.  KOGCLTIIL  Sro. 
Two  pages  of  dedication  "To  the  Honoorable  Major  General  HniRT  BiniouR 
Oohwat:"  two  pages  of  a  table  of  contents,  body  of  the  work  219  pages. 
Printed  with  the  small  type  :  and  only  200  copies  stniok  off.  iv.  An  acumnt 

qfRmttia  at  U  wot  %n  the  year  1710.  Bjf  CkarUt  L&rd  Wkitwortk.  Printed  at  8.H. 
MDCOLVUE.,  8vo.  Adrertisemeot  24  pages,  body  of  this  work  158— with  a  page 
of  errata,  700  copies  printed.    This  is  an  interesting  and  elegantly  printed  little 

▼olnme. v.  A  parallel,  in  the  wianner  qf  Plutarch^  bHween  a  moH  €eUbrated 

tnan  qf  Florence,  ami  one  ecarce  ever  heard  of  in  England,  Bjf  the  Rewereitd  Mr, 
Spence,  1758,  8to.  This  is  the  boantiful  and  curious  little  volume,  of  which 
mention  has  already  been  made  at  p.  88,  ante.  Seven  hundred  copies  of  it  were 
printed ;  and  from  a  copy,  originally  in  the  possession  of  the  late  BIr.  John 
Mann,  of  Dorham,  I  learnt  that  "  the  clear  profits  arising  from  the  sale  of  it 
being  about  800/.,  were  applied  for  the  benefit  of  Mr.  Hill  and  his  family.** 
(Magliabechi  was  *'  the  man  of  Florence :"  and  Hill  "  the  one  scarce  ever  heard 
of  iu  England. ")  A  copy  of  this  edition,  with  MS.  notes  by  Mr.  Cole,  was  pur- 
chased by  Mr.  Waldron,  at  the  sale  of  George  Steevens's  books,  for  8/.  8«.    It  was 

reprinted  by  Dodsley :  but  the  curioun  seek  only  the  present  e<Htion. Yi,Lncani 

Phartalia,  MDCCLZ.,  4to.  This  is  the  most  beautiful  volume,  in  point  of  printing, 
which  the  Strawberry  Hill  press  ever  produced.  A  tolerably  copious  account  of 
it  will  be  found  in  my  Introduction  to  the  CUuiiet,  voL  ii.,  p.  58.  Kirgate  the 
printer  (recently  deceased)  told  me  that  uncommon  pains  were  taken  with  its 

typographical  execution. Tii.  Antedotes  of  Painting  inSnglaud;  MDOOLXL 

four  volumes  ;  Catalogue  of  Bngrawn,  4to.,  one  volume.  This  is  the.^r«(,  and, 
on  account  of  baring  the  earliest  impressions  of  the  plates,  the  hett  edition  of  this 
amusing,  and  once  popular  work.  It  was  reprinted  in  quarto,  in  1765 ;  of  which 
edition  I  believe  800  copies  were  struck  off.  Again,  in  1786,  crown  8vo.,  five  vo- 
lumes, without  the  plates. ^vin.  The  Life  qf  Kdward  Lord  Herbert  of  Cherfmrg, 

written  by  himself.  Printed  in  the  year  kdcclzix,  4to.  I>e<lication  of  two  pages 
to  Lord  Powis.  Advertisement  sis  pages,  nut  numbered.  After  this,  there  should 
be  a  "Genealogical  Table  of  the  family  of  Herbert,**  which  is  very  scarce,  on 
account  of  its  being  suppressed  by  Mr.  Walpole,  for  its  inaccuracy.  The  life 
occupied  171  pages.  "Mr.  Walpole,"  says  the  late  Mr.  Cole,  "  when  I  was  with 
him  in  the  autumn  of  1763,  at  which  time  the  book  was  partly  printed,  told  me 
that  either  one  or  two  hundred  copies  were  to  lie  printed  ;  half  to  be  sent  to  the 
Earl  of  Powis,  and  the  other  half  he  was  to  reserve  for  himself,  as  presents  to  his 
friends ;  so  tliat,  except  the  book  is  reprinted  by  some  bookseller,  privately,  a* 
probably  it  will,  it  will  l>e  a  curiosity.      It  was  not  published  till  the  end  of  June, 

1764^  when  the  honourable  editor  sent  it  to  me. IX.  Poemt  6y  Anna  Chambers, 

Countess  Temple.  KDCCLZiv,  4to.  This  volume,  containing  13  poems  on  various 
•ubjeets,  is  printed  in  34  pages,  with  a  large,  but  not  very  elegant  type.     Only 

100  oopies  were  struck  off. z.  The  Mytterious  Mother.    A  Tragedy,  by  Mr. 

Horace  Walpole.  Sit  mihi  fas  audita  loquL  Virg.  Printed  at  S.  H.,  mdcclzviil 
8vo.  No  vignette  on  the  back.  First  leaf,  errata,  and  "persons"  [of  the  play.] 
Printed  with  the  small  type  on  120  pages  ;  after  which  follows  a  "postscript"  of 
10  pages.    Only  50  oopies  printed.    An  uncut  copy  was  recently  sold  for  6/.  15ff. 
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I  might  here  add,  to  the  foregoing  symptoms,  a  passion 
to  possess  works  which  have  been  suppressed,  condemned, 
or  61011/ ;  but  all  these  things  rank  under  the  head  of 

of  ihli  edition  printed,  of  which  80  were  sent  as  presents  to  Paris. XVL    Tie 

Sleep  Walker^  a  Comedy :  in  two  acts.  Translated  [by  Lady  CraTen]  from  the 
French,  In  March.  Printed  by  T.  Kirgate,  MDCCLXXvni,  8to.  It  is  printed  in 
tlie  small  type  on  66  pages,  ezdusiTely  of  viii.  introductory  ones,  of  **  prologues'* 
and  "  persons,"  &c.    Only  75  copies  were  printed  :  and  of  these,  one  was  sold 

or  4/.  in  the  year  1804,  at  a  public  auction. xvn.  A  Letter  to  the  Editor  qf 

ike  Miteeltamiet  cf  Thomat  ChatUrtoA,  Printed  by  T.  Kiigate.  MDCOLXXix,  Svo. 
This  title  is  preceded  by  what  is  called  a  bastard  title :  and  is  followed  by  55 

pages  of  the  work,  not  yery  elegantly  printed.    Only  200  copies. xvm.  The 

MiiM  Recalled,  an  ode  occasioned  by  tiie  nuptials  of  Lord  Viscount  Althorp  (the 
late  Eari  Spencer)  and  Miss  Lavinia  Bingham,  eldest  daughter  of  Charies, 
Lord  Lnoan,  March  vL,  mdoolxxxl  By  William  Jones,  Esq.  Printed  by 
Tliomas  Kixgate,  mdcolxxxl  4to.  Eight  pages,  exclusively  of  the  title-page. 
Printed  in  the  middle  size  type  ;  but  neither  the  paper  nor  typographical  execu- 
tion are  in  the  best  style  of  the  S.  H.  press.    Only  250  copies  printed. xix. 

A  Deacripiton  qf  the  Villa  qf  Mr.  Eorace  W<dpoU,  youngtst  eon  qf  Sir  Robert 
WalpoU,  Earl  qf  Or/ord,  at  Strawberry  Hill,  near  Twickenham,  UiddUeex, 
With  an  inventory  of  the  Furniture,  Hctures,  Curiosities,  ftc.  Printed  by 
Thomas  Kirgate,  mcolxxxiv,  4to.  This  book  contains  96  pages  in  the  whole. 
It  was  preceded  by  a  small  quarto  impression  of  mdcclxxiv  :  which  ii  scarce  ; 
and  of  which  there  are  large  paper  copies.  The  work  entitled  ^dee  Walpolianm 
was  printed  in  MDCOLxvn. 

Plates  to  the  edition  of  1784. 

1.  Frontispiece,  Gtothio ;  motto  on  a  scroll,  "Fari  qu»  sentiat." 

2.  North  Front  of  Strawberry  HilL 
8.  Entrance  of  Strawberry  Hill. 

4.  View  of  the  Prior's  Garden,  at  ditto. 

5.  Chimney  in  the  Great  Parlour. 

6.  Chimney  in  the  China  Room. 

7.  Chimney  in  the  Yellow  Bedchamber. 

8.  Do.  Blue  Bedcnamber. 

9.  staircase  at  Strawberry  Hill. 

10.  Library  at  ditto. 

11.  Chimney  Pieoe  of  the  Holbein  Chamber. 

12.  The  Gallery. 

18.  Chimney  in  the  Round  Room. 

14.  The  Cabinet 

15.  View  from  the  Great  Bedchamber. 

16.  Garden  Gate. 

17.  View  of  the  Chapel  in  the  Garden  at  Strawberry  HilL 
la  The  Shell  Bench. 

19.  View  from  the  Terrace  at  Strawberry  Hill. 

20.  East  View  of  the  Cottage  Garden  at  Strawberry  HilL    There  wero  only  200 
copies  of  this  edition  printed. 
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caiue$  qf  the  rarity  of  books ;  and  as  an  entire  volume 
might  be  written  upon  this  symptom  alone,  I  can  here 
only  allude  to  to  the  subject;  hoping  some  diligent  biblio- 

The  following  may  amiue  the  ouriom  reader : 

"Mr.  Wftlpole  it  Yery  ready  to  oblige  any  ouriomi  penont  wHh  the  aiglit  of  Wm 
boiue  and  ooUection  ;  but  ae  it  is  situatad  so  near  to  London,  and  in  so  populooa 
a  neigbboarhoody  and  as  be  refiiaet  a  ticket  to  nobody  that  eendt  for  one,  it  b  bat 
reaeooable  that  such  persons  as  send  should  comply  with  the  mlea  he  has  been 
obliged  to  lay  down  for  shewing  it : — ^Any  person,  sending  a  day  or  two  before 
may  haTe  a  ticket  for  four  perKins  for  a  day  certain  ;— No  Ticket  will  serre  bat 
on  the  day  for  which  it  is  given.  If  more  than  four  persons  oome  with  a  ticket^ 
the  housekeeper  has  positiTe  orders  to  admit  none  of  them ; — Every  ticket  will 
admit  the  company  only  between  the  hours  of  twelve  and  three  before  dinner, 
and  only  one  company  will  be  admitted  on  the  same  day ;— The  house  will  never 
be  shewn  after  dinner,  nor  at  all  but  from  the  first  of  May  to  the  first  of  October  ; 
— As  Mr.  Walpole  has  given  offence  by  sometimes  enlarging  the  number  o  foor, 
and  refusing  that  latitude  to  others,  he  flatters  himself  that  for  the  fatore  nobody 
will  take  it  ill  that  he  strictly  confines  the  number ;  as  whoever  deairse  him  to 
break  his  rule  does  in  effect  expect  him  to  diM>blige  othen,  which  is  what  nobody 
has  a  right  to  desire  of  him  ; — Persons  desiring  a  ticket  may  apply  either  to 
Strawberry  Hill,  or  to  Mr.  Walpde's,  in  Berkeley  Square,  Ijoudco.  If  any  per- 
son does  not  make  use  of  the  ticket,  Mr.  Walpole  hopes  he  shall  have  notiee : 
otherwise  he  is  prevented  from  obliging  others  on  that  day,  and  thenoe  is  pot  to 
great  inconvenience  ;^They  who  have  tickets  are  desired  not  to  bring  ohildren." 

^ZZ.  A  copy  of  all  the  Worts  qfMr,   WalpoU  that  were  printed  Ay  Am  before 

hie  death,  1784,  4to.    This  brochure,  which  has  been  called  "  rare"  in  book-auction 

catalogues,  has  been  sold  for  upwards  of  two  guineas. xxi.  Poeteerifft  to  tke 

Jto^  and  NehU  Auihort,  iCDOOZXxn,  8yo.  There  should  be,  before  the  title-page^ 
an  outline  etching  of  "Reason,  Rectitude,  and  Justice,  appearing  to  Christin  de 
Pisan,  &c.,  from  an  illuminatioQ  in  the  library  of  the  King  of  France,"  which  is 
exceedingly  well  engraved.  The  work  contains  only  18  pages :  and  there  were 
but  40  copies  printed.  The  Jtoyal  and  NohU  A  uihort  were  first  printed  in  1750, 8vo. 
2  vols. zxn.  E99(U  twr  VArt  dee  Jardiiu  Modernee,  par  M.  Horace  Wal- 
pole. Traduit  en  Francois,  par  M.  Le  Due  de  Nivemois,  en  mdoolzzziv.  /»• 
primi  d  S,  H,  par  T.  Kirgate,  mdcclzzzv.  With  an  opposite  title  in  English, 
4ta  It  contains  94  double  pages,  and  every  page  of  Freoch  has  an  opposite  one 
of  EngliRh.    Not  printed  in  the  best  manner  of  S.  H.    A  copy  of  this  book  was 

sold  for  3/. ;  at  a  sale  in  1804. zzui.  Biikop  Bonner*s  GkotL  Printed  by  T.  K. 

MDLCOZZXiz,  4to.  On  the  first  leaf  is  the  following  "  Argument."  'In  the 
gardensof  the  palace  of  Fulbara  is  a  dark  recess  :  at  the  end  of  this  stands  a 
chair,  which  once  belonged  to  Bishop  Bonner.  A  certain  Bishop  of  London  (the 
late  Beilby  Porteus)  more  than  200  years  after  the  death  of  the  aforesaid  Bonner, 
Just  as  the  clock  of  the  gothio  chapel  had  struck  six,  undertook  to  cut,  with  bis 
own  hand,  a  narrow  walk  through  this  thicket,  which  ie  since  called  the  J/eaFj 
wUk,  He  had  no  sooner  begun  to  clear  the  way,  than  lo  t  suddenly  up  started 
from  the  chair,  the  ghost  of  Bishop  Bonner,  who,  in  a  tone  of  just  and  bitter 
indignation,  uttered  the  foUowing  venes."  This  curious  publication  contains  only 
four  psges  of  stanzas,  written  in  alt<>rr^te  rhyme,  of  8  and  6  feet  metn. 
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grapher  will  one  day  do  for  um  what  foreigners  have 
done  for  other  nations. 

Tlius  have  I,  rather  slightly,  discussed  the  Symptoms 

qf  the  Disease,  called  €l)t  £fblt0manfa«  During  this 
discussion,  I  see  our  friend  has  been  busy,  as  he  was  yes- 
terday evening,  in  making  sketches  of  notes ;  and  if  you 
examine  the  finished  pictures  of  which  such  outlines 
may  be  made  productive,  you  will  probably  have  a  better 
notion  of  the  accuracy  of  my  classification  of  these 
symptoms. 

It  is  much  to  be  wished,  whatever  may  be  the  whims 

■ 

of  desperate  book-collectors,  that,  in  some  of  those  vo- 
lumes which  are  constantly  circulating  in  the  biblioma- 
niacal  market,  we  had  a  more  clear  and  satisfactory 
account  of  the  rise  and  progress  of  arts  and  sciences. 
However  strong  may  be  my  attachment  to  the  profession 
of  the  cloth,  I  could  readily  exchange  a  great  number  ot 
old  volumes  of  polemical  and  hortatory  divinity  for 
interesting  disquisitions  upon  the  manners,  customs,  and 

■ 

XXIV.  TA$  Moffjnt  and  ktr  Brood ;  a  fable,  from  the  tales  of  BonaTenture  de  Pe- 
rien,  Talet  de  chambre  to  the  Qaeen  of  Nararre ;  addrened  to  Min  Hotham. 

This  is  a  very  scarce  poetical  tract  of  four  pages  ooly ;  subscribed  H.  W. XXT. 

JPowrfem  d\ferttU  pieeet,  printed  at  Siratehtrr^  Bill,  of  mtmi,  card*,  dee*  This 
title  I  borrow  from  a  book-auction  catalogue.  At  a  sale  in  1804,  these  detached 
pieces  were  sold  for  2/.  2t. ;  but  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  identify  them.  Whether 
they  be  the  same  "parcel  qf  icrapt,  and  loom  Uawet  qf  poetry,  fpifframt,"  ix, 
which,  aocording  to  a  daily  newspaper,  were  sold  at  the  commenoement  of  this 
year  "  for  10  pounds/*  I  am  also  equally  ignorant      See  Kirgai^i  Catalogue, 

1810,  n«.  420. XXVI.    Bteroglypkie  Tales,  8to.    Only  seven  copies  printed ; 

i(Uw^  n^.  880.  From  newspaper  authority,  I  learn  that  these  tales  formed  "a 
small  pamphlet  of  two  sheets,  crown  8to.,''- which  were  sold  for  16/. ;  and  I  on- 
deratand  that  the  late  Mr.  O.  Baker  was  the  purchaser.  N.B.  They  are  incor- 
porated in  the  author^s  printed  works ;  but  this  is  not  having  the/rrf  and  truo 
ediiionl    There  is  nothing  like  the  comfort  of  bleeding  smartly  for  exhibiting 

these  fourth  and  fifth  sjrmptomsof  the  Bibliomania  f  Vide  pp.  621,  625,  ante. 

XXVII.  Addiiiom  to  First  Editions  qf  WalpoWs  Lives  qf  the  Painiers,  sewed, 

xxvm.     Tkt  Press  at  Strawheny  Hill  to  his  Rojfal  Bigkmess  (ks  DuJke  qf  Clarenee, 

a  Poem, XXiX.     The  Master  qf  Otranto  in  durance,— HZX.    Air,  a  Poem, 

XXXI.    A  Poetical  Epistle  to  Airs,   Cretce, xxxn.    A  Poetical  Epistle  to  Ladg 

Horatio  Waldsgrave,  on  the  Death  qf  the  Duh  qf  Aneaster, XXXUL     The  Presi 

at  Strawberry  Hill  to  Miss  Mary  and  ^iss  Agnes  Berry,  a  Poetical  EpisUe, 
[These  last  seven  artiolen  are  tidcen  from  Mr.  Cuthell's  catalogue  of  1811.]  I 
should  add  that  a  much  more  copious  and  complete  list,  though  not  possessing  all 
the  intelligence  here  communicated,  was  prepared  by  the  late  Mr.  Oeorge  Baker 
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^neral  history  of  the  times.  Over  wfaat  a  dark  and 
troublesome  ocean  muM  we  sail,  before  we  get  even  a 
glimpse  at  the  progressive  improvement  of  our  ancestors 
in  civilised  life !  Oh,  that  some  judicious  and  faithful 
reporter  had  lived  three  hundred  and  odd  years  ago ! — 
we  might  then  have  had  a  more  satisfactory  account  of 
the  origin  of  printing  with  metal  types. 
Lis.     Pray  give  us  your  sentiments  upon   this  latt^ 

forpm*;  ud  printed,  ditce  bl«  daaam,  for doiutloni  to  hii  partfonlar  Mtmik. 
On);  twsnt;  oopiSB  of  thiabibtiognphkal  brochure  us  Bud  tohaTo  baen  azaaatad. 
Wa  will  now  tBks  lure  of  the  Pkilum  Walfoluhdm  b;  lubjolnios  a  copy  of 
Uie  moat  eleguit  dtle-paf^e  Tignette  which  eror  tnoed  from  it. 


Befbra  Oie  reader"!  ejee  are  finally  turned  from  a  oontamplation  of  tfab  daiaat 
deiioe-HUid  m  oonnac^ed  with  the  anbjeot  of  PniVATI  Pbxues— let  tns  iofOnn 
bim  that  the  Uarquia  of  Bute  la  Id  po—eerion  of  a  thta  foUo  Tolnme,  ezhlbitiiig 
patatinga,  upon  Tsllum,  of  the  Tariou  deTioei  used  by  Pope  Sixtoi  T.,  in  the 
fronUipieoee  of  the  ■evsral  works  which  Inusd  from  the  Apmtougal  Viam, 
while  bs  tilled  the  Papal  Chair.  To  a  taeteful  bibliomanlao,  few  TOhiBiaa  woold 
afford  M  muoli  delight  ai  a  ooDtamplatiun  of  the  presaDt  one.      It  la  qidta  a 
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sabject    We  have  almost  the  whole  day  before  us : — the 
sun  has  hardly  begun  to  decline  from  his  highest  point. 

LysAnd.  a  very  pretty  and  smooth  subject  to  discuss, 
truly!  The  longest  day  and  the  most  effectually-reno- 
vated powers  of  body  and  mind,  are  hardly  sufficient  to 
come  to  any  satisfactory  conclusion,  upon  the  subject 
How  can  I,  therefore,  after  the  fatigues  of  the  whole  of 
yesterday,  and  with  barely  seven  hours  of  daylight  yet 
to  follow,  pretend  to  enter  upon  it?  No:  I  will  here 
only  barely  mention  Trithemius* — ^who  might  have  been 
numbered  among  the  patriarchal  bibliographers  we  no- 
ticed when  discoursing  in  our  friend's  Cabinet — as  an 
author  from  whom  considerable  assistance  has  been  re- 
ceived respecting  early  typographical  researches.  Indeed, 
Trithemius  merits  a  more  marked  distinction  in  the 
annals  of  Literature  than  many  are  supposed  to  grant 
him :  at  any  rate,  I  wish  his  labours  were  better  known 
to  our  own  countrjrmen. 

Lis.  I  will  set  his  works  down  among  my  literary 
desiderata.    But  proceed. 

Lysand.    With  what  ?    Am  I  to  talk  for  ever  ? 

Bblin.  While  you  discourse  so  much  to  the  purpose, 
yon  may  surely  not  object  to  a  continuance  of  this  con- 
versation. I  wish  only  to  be  informed  whether  biblio- 
maniacs are  indisputably  known  by  the  prevalence  ot 
all,  or  of  any,  of  the  symptoms  which  you  have  just 
described. 

*  We  are  indebted  to  the  AbM  TRiTHEMms,  who  was  a  diligent  chronicler  and 
indefatigable  visitor  of  old  Libraries,  for  a  good  deal  of  curious  and  interesting 
intelligence;  and  howerer  Scioppius  (Z>e  Orig.  DomAt  Autiriae.),  Brower  {ViL 
FifrtunaL  Pielav.,  p.  18.),  and  Tomtdvinus  {A  pparani  mier.  p.  945),  may  carp  at 
his  simplicity  and  want  of  judgment,  yet,  as  Baillet  (from  whom  I  hare  borrowed 
the  foregoing  authorities)  has  justly  remarked — "  since  the  time  of  Trithemius 
there  have  been  many  libraries,  particularly  in  Qermany,  which  have  been  pil- 
laged or  burnt  in  the  destruction  of  monasteries ;  so  tiiat  the  books  which  he 
describes  as  having  seen  in  many  places,  purposely  visited  by  him  for  inspection, 
may  have  been  destroyed  in  the  conflagration  of  religious  houses."  Jugement  det 
Savtuii ;  vol.  it,  pt.  i,  p.  71|  edit.  12mo.  It  is  from  Trithemius,  after  all,  that  we 
have  the  only  direct  evidence  concerning  the  origin  of  printing  with  metal  types : 
and  the  bibliographical  world  is  much  indebted  to  Chevelier  (LOrigintde  Vlmpri' 
merit  de  Paris,  1691,  4to.,  pp.  8-6.)  for  having  been  the  first  to  adduce  the  posi- 
tive evidence  of  this  writer ;  who  tells  us,  in  his  valuable  Ckroaieon  BirtatufUti* 


Alman.  Is  there  ooy  other  passion,  or  faacy.  In  the 
book-way,  from  which  we  may  judge  of  Bibliomania- 
cism? 

Lyband.  Let  me  consider.  Yes ;  there  is  one  other 
characteristic  of  the  book-madman  that  may  as  well  be 
noticed.  It  is  an  ardent  desire  to  collect  all  thb  edi- 
tions of  a  work  which  have  been  pablished.  "Not  only 
the  FIRST — whether  wicut,  upon  large  paper,  in  the  black- 
tttter,  unique,  tall,  or  itfusfro^ecf— but  aLl  the  editions.* 


(1(S0,  3  voU  folio],  that  ha  i«aeiTsd  h!a 
tMtinianj  (miD  tbe  mouth  of  Fuit's  m>d- 
iuAtM-~"  ax  on  Patri  Opilianii  audiTi,'* 
■  the  author  at  tba 
Tba  Urtorloal  woriia  of  Tri- 
tbamJua  wars  oollaotad  and  publlihed  in 
1001,  In  folio,  two  parta,  and  hia  other 
woAa  an  minutaly  detailad  in  tba  «th 
nduma  of  tha  ZttcfumiuirH  Hiitoriyia, 
publiabad  at  Caan,  Id  1780.  Of  thaaa,  ons 
of  the  moat  ourioui  i*  hia  PolygntjAia : 
bajng  Brat  printed  at  Paiia,  In  1518,  In  « 
baanUful  folio  Tolume  ;  and  preaaDtlog  na, 
in  the  fioniuplaoe,  with  a  portrait  of  tha 
abM;  whioh  ii  probably  the  Urat,  if  not 
tha  oblj  Intimate,  print  of  him  eilaot. 
Whether  it  be  oopled  from  a  figura  on  hia 
tomb~-ai  it  has  a  good  deal  of  the  mnii- 
•ualdl  ohaiaetar — I  hare  no  naana  of 
aacertalnin^.  for  tha  gratUioation  of  all 
taatetnl  bibliomanlaoa,  an  admirable  fao- 
aimile  !a  here  annexed.  Tbe  Pult/jp-apkia 
of  Trithemioa  was  tratulated  Into  Frenob, 
and  publiahed  in  1801,  folio.  Hia  work 
Dt  Sfriplorib*!  BeelaiaMieii,  Colon,  lS4fl, 
4to.,  with  two  appeuUieei,  oontaina  much 
valuable  matter.  The  author  died  iu  hia 
Gfith  year,  A.D.  lfiI6  :  acoording  to  tba 
inaeription  upon  hia  touib  lu  the  monaatery 
of  tbeBenediotlnea  at  Wirtaborg.  Uia  life 
ha«  been  written  by  Buami,  a  Jeanit  Sea 
La  Honnoja'a  note  in  the  JugtHou  da 
Saranii   Md. 

■  I  frankly  oonfeu  that  I  waa,  myrclf,  a 
tUenA  aymptom  of  Tit  BMiamaiua  ;  having  oollect«d  not  fawar  thao  Mtcsly- 
five  edttjona  of  the  Qsuif  TlSTAnNT— but  time  boa  oooled  my  ardour,  and 
mended  my  judgment.  I  hare  diccarded  uTenty,  and  retain  only  Btb  :  whiah 
are  R.  SUePouU  of  1660,  TU  KUtvir  of  1024,  liUVi  of  1707,  WalfiiCt  at  1781, 
■nd  OrUAoA't  of  1810— «a  beautifully  and  aeeurately  raprlnt«d  at  Oxford. 


deaperataly  affliotad  with  tfaia 
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Brlin.  Strange — ^but  true,  I  warrant  I 

Lysand.  Most  true ;  but,  in  my  humble  opinion^  most 
ridiculous  ;  for  what  can  a  sensible  man  desire  beyond 
the  earliest  and  best  editions  of  a  work  ? 

Be  it  also  noticed  that  these  works  are  sometimes 
very  capricious  and  extroardinary.  Thus^  Baptista  is 
wretched  unless  he  possess  every  edition  of  our  early 
grammarians.  Holt,  Stanbridge,  and  Whittinton:  a  re- 
impression,  or  a  new  edition,  is  a  matter  of  almost  equal 
indifference :  for  his  slumbers  are  broken  and  oppressive 
unless  all  the  dear  Wynkyns  and  Pynsons  are  found 
within  his  closet  ! — Up  starts  Florizrl,  and  blows  his 
bugle,  at  the  annunciation  of  any  work,  new  or  old, 
upon  the  diversions  of  Hawking,  Hunting,  or  Fishing  \* 
Oentj  him  through  Camillo's  cabinet  of  Dutch  pictures, 
and  you  will  see  how  instinctively,  as  it  were,  his  eyes 
are  &Led  upon  a  sporting  piece  by  Wouvermans.  The 
hooded  hawk,  in  his  estunation,  hath  more  charms  than 
Guido's  Madonna : — how  he  envies  every  rider  upon  his 
white   horse! — how    he  bums  to    bestride  the  foremost 

*  Some  saperfioial  notes,  aooompanied  by  an  inierestinA:  wood-out  of  a  man 
carryiDg  hawka  for  tale,  in  my  edition  of  Rohinsdn's  translation   of   Mcrt't 
Vtapui,  kindled,  in  the  breast  of  Mr.  Joseph  flaslewood,  a  prodigious  ardour  to 
pttTMie  the  snbjeots  abore-mentioned  to  their  tSuthest  possible  limits.     Not  Eolns 
hinwelf  ezdled  greater  oommotion  in  the  Mediterranean  waTes  than  did  my 
Ubilomaaiaeal  friend  in  agitating  the  black-letter  ocean— 'a  sedibus  imis' — for 
the  diaooTering  of  every  Tolume  which  had  been  published  upon  these  delectable 
porsuita.     Accordingly  there  appeared  in  due  time — '[post]  magoi  procedere 
menaea* — some  Teiy  ingenious  and  elaborate  disquisitions  upon  Hunting  and 
Hawking  and  Fishing,  in  the  ninth  and  tenth  Tolumes  of  Tkt,  Ceajum  Literaria ; 
which,  with  such  additions  as  his  enlarged  experience  has  subsequently  obtained, 
might  be  thought  an  interestiog  work  if  reprinted  in  a  duodecimo  Tolume.    But 
Mr.  Haslewood's  mind,  as  was  to  be  expected,  could  not  rest  satisfied  with  what 
he  considered  as  mere  nmcUi  productions  :  accordingly,  it  became  clothed  with 
larger  wings,  and  meditated  a  bolder  flight ;  and  after  soaring  in  a  Aawi>like 
manner,  to  mark  the  object  of  its  prey,  it  pounced  upon  the  book  of  Hawking, 
HunHnff,  Fitking,  dtc.,  which  had  been  reprinted  by  W.  de  Worde,  from  the 
original  edition  published  in  the  abbey  of  St.  Albans.    Prefixed  to  the  republica- 
tion of  this  curious  volume,  the  reader  will  discover  a  great  deal  of  laborious  and 
successful  research  connected  with  the  book  and  its  author.    And  yet  I  question 
whether,  in  the  midst  of  all  the  wood-outs  with  which  it  abounds,  there  bo  found 
any  thing  more  suitable  to  the  'high  and  mounting  spirit'  (sec  Braithwait's 
amusing  discourse  upon  Hawking,  in  his  Ertglitk  OetUlemoH,  p.  200-1.)  of  the 
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steed,  and  to  mingle  in  the  fair  throng,  who  tnm  their 
blue  eye»  to  the  scarcely  bluer  expanse  of  heavoi ! 
Here  he  recognises  Oervase  Markham,  spurring  hta 
courser;  and  there  he  fancies  himself  lifting  Dame 
JuSana  from  her  horse  1  Happy  deception !  dear  fic- 
tion !  says  Florizel — while  he  throws  his  eyes  in  an 
opposite  direction,  and  views  every  printed  book  npoo 
the  subject,  from  Barnes  to  Thornton. 

There  are  other  tastes  of  an  equally  strange,  bnt  more 
sombre,  character.    Dion  will  possess  every  woric  which 

cdhoT'a  tarts,  thin  tha  enraing  npranutoUoii  ot  k  pOgrini  HBwk«rl  I  Ukan 
from  one  a  the  IroDtlipiMM  of  L'Amdamia  Ptngriiut  dd  Dimi;  ISfi^  »o, 
fol.  73. 


We  win  conclude  thii  Haakixg  note  with  the  following  exoerpt  boa  out  of 
the  esrlieat  eiUtioDB  of  tba  abridgmsDt  ot  dot  itatotes  :— 'nol  honie  priag*  Ici 
ovei  il>8cii[ii]  /awun,  goAamit,  Ian,  ou  swan  hon  da  la  Djit  sur  peyn  da  inpriMii 
p[aar]  TD  an  ot  TD  iour  at  da  foini  tja  oil  Toluote  Is  roj  ot  que'  ddI  homa  puii 
la  fert  do  paqua  p[ro}oh;a  Buenpart  *Hun  havtt  da  la  broda  dtagV  >ppe1l  tho 
Hyuv,  gottawir,  Ian,  ou  lanerd  but  u  moyn,  iur  pajD  de  forf»iture  aon  hambi, 
at  quo  null  ancbowe  ucuu  tutwke  hon  da  c[ouluerte  mr  peyne  do  forfaitun  s 
li.  Inn  moyte  al  raj-  ot  lautera  celu;  qne  Toet  sur.'  Anno  li.  H.  vij.  ck.  ifij. 
jilAieviumeKtum  Slatulontm  ;  printed  by  PynMrn,  1(69,  STO.,foL  lurij. 
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has  any   connexion,  intimate   or    remote,  with  Latimer 
and  Swedenbarg  ;*   while   Antigonus    is  resolved   upon 


*  As  I  oould  not  oonsistentlj  give  EhLMfU^L  Swedenboro  a  niche  among 
the  bibliomaniacal  heroes  ntftiocd  towards  the  conclufiion  of  Part  V.  of  this  work, 
I  have  reserved,  for  the  present  place,  a  few  extracts  of  the  titles  of  his  works, 
from  a  oat^ogue  of  the  same,  published  in  1785;  which  I  strenuously  adviso 
the  curious  to  get  possession  of — and  for  two  reasons  :  first,  if  he  be  a  Sieeden- 
boTffian,  his  happiness  will  be  nearly  complete,  and  he  will  thank  me  for  having 
pointed  out  such  a  soiux)e  of  comfort  to  him :  secondly,  if  he  be  not  a  disciple  of 
the  same  master,  he  may  be  amused  by  meditating  upon  the  strange  whims  and 
fJEwdee  which  possess  certain  individuals,  and  which  have  sufficient  attractions 
yet  to  make  proselytes  and  converts!!  Written  March  10,  A.D.  1811.  Now 
for  the  extracts.  '  A  Catalogue  of  the  printed  and  unprinttd  Works  oi  the  Hon. 
Emanttil  Swedenboro,  in  chronological  order.  To  which  are  added  some 
obeervations,  recommending  the  perusal  of  his  Theological  Writings.  Together 
with  a  compendious  view  of  the  Faith  of  a  new  Heaven  and  a  new  Church,  in 
its  Unirersal  and  Particular  Forms.  London,  printed  by  Robert  Hindmarsh, 
No.  82,  Clerkenwell  Close,  mdoolxxxy.  Those  marked  thus  (*)  are  translated 
Into  English.' 

KO. 

18.  Regnum  Animale,  or  the  Animal  Kingdom  in  three  parts.  The  first  treats 
of  the  Viscera  of  the  Abdomen,  or  the  lower  Region.  The  second,  of  the 
Viscera  of  the  Breast,  or  of  the  Organs  of  the  superior  Region.  Tho  third, 
of  the  Sldn,  the  Touch,  and  the  Taste,  and  of  organical  forms  in  general. 
Part  printed  at  the  Hague,  and  part  in  London,  1744,  1745,  in  4to. 

19.  De  CuUu  et  Amore  Dei,  or  of  the  Worship  and  Love  of  God.  The  first 
part  treats  of  the  Origin  of  the  Earth,  of  Paradise,  of  the  Birth,  Infancy, 
and  Love  of  the  first  Man,  or  Adam.  London,  1744,  in  4to.  The  second 
part  treats  of  the  Marriage  of  the  first  man,  of  the  Soul,  of  the  intellectual 
Spirit,  of  the  State  of  Integrity,  and  of  the  Image  of  Qod,    London,  1745, 4to. 

20.  Arcana  Ccelesiia,  or  Heavenly  Mysteries  contained  in  the  Sacred  Scriptures 
or  Word  of  the  Lord,  manifested  and  laid  open,  in  an  Explanation  of  the 
Books  of  (Genesis  and  Exodus,  interspersed  with  relations  of  wonderful  things 
seen  in  the  World  of  Spirits,  and  the  Heaven  of  Angels.  London,  from 
1747  to  1758,  in  eight  volumes,  4to.  "  In  this  work  the  reader  is  taught  to 
regard  the  letter  of  the  Scriptures  as  the  Repository  of  Holy  and  Divine 
Things  within ;  as  a  Cabinet  containing  the  infinite  Treasures  and  bright 
Gems  of  spiritual  and  celestial  Wisdom;  &c."  {*)... 

21.  De  Calo  et  Inferno ;  or  A  Treatise  concerning  Heaven  and  Hell,  and  of  the 
wonderful  Things  therein  heard  and  seen.  London,  1758,  4to.  "By  this 
work  the  reader  may  attain  to  some  conception  of  the  heavenly  kingdom, 
and  may  learn  therein  that  all  social  virtues,  and  all  the  tender  affections 
that  give  consistence  and  harmony  to  society,  and  do  honour  to  humanity, 
find  place  and  exercise  in  the  utmost  purity  in  those  delectable  abodes ; 
where  every  thing  that  can  delight  the  eye,  or  rejoice  the  heart,  entertain  the 
imagination,  or  exalt  the  understanding,  conspire  with  Innocence,  Love,  Joy, 
and  Peace,  to  bless  the  spirits  of  just  men  made  perfect,  and  to  make  glad 
the  dty  of  our  God,"  &c.(*) 

2  N 
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securing  every  lucubration    of    Withers  or   Warburtan; 
whether  grave  or  gay,  lively  or  severe. 

LoREN.  I  suspect  that,  like  many  dashing  artists,  you 
are  painting  for  effect  ? 

Phil.  On  the  part  of  Lysander,  I  may  safely  aflirm 
that  the  preceding  has  been  no  caricatured  description. 
I  know  more  than  one  Baptista,  and  Florizel,  and  Dion, 
and  Antigonus. 

Lis.  I  hope  1  shall  shortly  add  to  the  number  of  such 
an  enthusiastic  class  of  book-collectors — I'm  for  Natural 
History  ;  and,  in  this  department,  for  birds  and  beasts — 
Gesner  and  Bewick  !* 

Phil.  Restrain  your  wild  feelings — ^listen  to  the  sober 
satire  of  Lysander.  Have  you  nothing  else,  in  closing 
this  symptomatic  subject,  to  discourse  upon  ? 

.Lysand.  There  is  certainly  another  point  not  very 
remotely  connected  with  the  two  preceding;  and  it  is 
this :  a  passion  to  possess  large  and  voluminous  wori^, 
and  to  estimate  the  treasures  of  our  libraries  rather 
by  their  extent  and  splendour  than  by  their  intrinsic 
worth  :  forgetting  how  prettily  Ronsardf  has  illustrated 

*  The  works  upon  Natural  History  by  Gesner,  and  especially  the  lax^  tomes 
published  about  the  middle  of  the  oxtoenth  century,  are,  some  of  them,  wdl 
worth  procuring;  on  account  of  the  fidelity  and  execution  of  the  wood-cuts 
of  birds  and  animals.  Bewick's  earliest  editions  of  Birds  and  BeaMs  should  be 
in  the  cabinet  of  every  choice  collector. 

+  le  te  confesse  bien  que  le  fleuve  de  Seine 
A  le  cours  grand  et  long,  mais  tousiours  il  attraine 
Avec  soy  do  la  fange,  et  ses  plis  recourbrez. 
Sans  estre  iamais  nets,  sont  tousiours  embourbez  : 
Vu  petit  ruisselet  a  tousiours  I'oude  nette, 
Aussi  lo  papillon  et  la  gentille  auotte 
Y  vont  puisor  do  I'eau,  et  non  en  ces  torrens 
Qui  tonnent  d'vn  grand  bruit  pas  les  roches  courant  : 
Petit  Sonnots  bien  faits,  belles  chansons  petitos, 
Petitfi  (liscourds  gen  tils,  sont  les  lieurs  des  Gharites^ 
Dos  SoBurs  et  d' Apollon,  qui  ne  daignent  aymer 
Coux  qui  chantcut  une  ceuvre  aussi  grand  que  la  mer. 
Sans  riue  ny  sans  fond,  de  tempestes  arm^e         e 
Et  qui  iamais  ne  dort  tranquille  ny  calm^. 

Poenis  cU  Ronsard;  fol.  171.    Paris  1660,  12mo. 

These   are   pretty  linos,   and  have  a   melodious  flow;  but  Ronsard,  in  his 
8  and  9  feet  metres,  is  one  of  the  most  fascinating  of  the  old    French   poets. 
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this  subject  by  the  utility  and  beauty  of  small  rivet's 
in  comparison  with  those  which  overflow  their  banks 
and  spread  destruction  around.  "  Oh  combien  (says 
CailleaUy  in  his  Roman  Bibliograpluqiie)  un  petit  livre 
bien  pens6,  bein  plein^  et  bein  6crit,  est  plus  ag-rcable, 
plus  utile  a  lire,  quQ  ces  vastes  compilations  a  la 
formation  desquelles  Tint^rdt  a  pr6sid6  plus  souvent 
que  le  bon  goftt  V 

Bblin.  Well ;  we  live  in  a  marvellous  book-collecting 
and  book-reading  age — yet  a  word  more  : 

Alman.  I  crave  your  pardon,  Belinda ;  but  I  have  a 
thought  which  must  be  now  imparted,  or  the  consequence 
may  be  serious. 

Lysand.     I  wait  both  your  commands. 

Alman.  My  thought — or  rather  the  subject  which  now 
occupies  my  mind — is  this :  You  have  told  us  of  the 
symptoms  of  the  Disease  of  Book-Madness,  now  pray 
inform  us,  as  a  tender-hearted  physician,  what  are  the 
means  of  its  cure  ? 

Belin.     The  very  question   I  was  about  to  put  to  our 

The  subject,  above  alliidotl  to  by  Lysondor,  may  bo  yet  more  strongly  illustratod  : 
for  thus  speaks  Spizulius  upon  it.  'Solent  viri  multijuj^ro  loctionis,  qui  avidb, 
quos  possunt  yersant  libros,  ut  in  mentis  ventrom  tnijicoro  eos  voUo,  totosquo 
devorare  yideantur,  elegantis  proverbii  salivA  Libborum  Hulluones  nuncupari ; 
ipso  quidem  Tullio  prscluconte,  qui  avidos  loctores  librorum,  ac  propeinodum 
insiatiables  Helluones  dixit,  siquidem  iHistlssima  ooluminn  percurrant,  et  quicquid 
boni  succi  ezprimere  possunt,  propriis  et  alionisimpendantcmolumontis."  Again  : 
"  Maxima  cum  sit  eorum  Litorarum  stoliditas,  qui,  quod  nocte  somniaruut,  con- 
iinno  edimt  in  lucem,  netjue  ipsa  virium  imbocillitate  suarum,  ab  arduo  scribeudi 
munere  et  onere,  seso  rovocari  patiuntur,"  &c.  Inftlix  LUcratus ;  pp.  295,  447. 
Morof  is  worth  our  notice  upon  this  subject  :  "  Veniamus  ad  Bibliothecas  ipsas, 
quales  vel  private  sunt,  vol  publicse.  lUee,  quanquam  in  molem  tantam  non 
excrescant  ut  publico) ;  sunt  tamon  etiam  inter  privates  viri  iUustres  et  opuleuti 
qui  in  libris  omnis  generis  coemendis  nullis  |>arcunt  sumptibus.  Quorum 
fiifiKwiiaviav  reprebeudit  Seneca  Ep.  2.  45,  ct  de  Tranquil,  animi  c.  9,  ridot 
Lucianus  in  libello  vpdg  aTraiiivrov  xai  iroXXd  $i$\ia  'uvsfifyov  ;  et  Auson. 
qngr,  43.    Sunt  ita  animati  ndnnulH,  ut 

ma^no  defiumitu  malint 
Quam  dtfotUiculo  tantiuidem  sumere  ; 

cum  vastioris  Bibliothocro  minor  interdum  usus  sit,  quam  ejus  quo)  selectis  pauci- 
oribus  libris  constat."  PolyhUt.  Literar.  vol.  i.,  p.  21.  He  goes  on  in  a  very 
amusing  maimer ;  but  this  note  may  bo  thought  already  too  long. 

a  N  2 
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bibliomaniacal  physician.    Pray  inform  us  what  are  the 
means  of  cure  in  this  disorder  ? 

Lysand.  You  should  say  Probable  Means  op  Curb, 
as  I  verily  believe  there  are  no  certain  and  correct 
remedies. 

Belin.  Well,  Sir,  probable  means — ^if  it  must  be  so. 
Discourse  largely  and  distinctly  upon  these. 

Lysand.  Briefly  and  perspicuously,  if  you  please: 
and  thus  we  begin. 

In  the  first  place,  the  disease  of  the  Bibliomania  is 
materially  softened,  or  rendered  mild,  by  directing  our 
studies  to  tisejid  and  profitable  works ;  whether  these  be 
printed  upon  small  or  large  paper,  in  the  gothic,  roman, 
or  italic  type.  To  consider  merely  the  intrinsic  excellence, 
and  not  the  exterior' splendour,  or  adventitious  value,  of 
any  production  will  keep  us  perhaps  wholly  free  firom 
this  disease.  Let  the  midnight  lamp  be  burnt  to  illumi- 
nate the  stores  of  antiquity — whether  they  be  romances^ 
or  chronicles,  or  legends,  and  whether  they  be  printed 
by  Aldus  or  Caxton — ^if  a  brighter  lustre  can  thence  be 
thrown  upon  the  pages  of  modem  learning !  To  trace 
genius  to  its  source,  or  to  see  how  she  has  been  influenced 
or  modified  by  the  lore  of  past  times,  is  both  a  pleasing 
and  profitable  pursuit.  To  see  how  Shakspeare,  here 
and  there,  has  plucked  a  flower  from  some  old  ballad  or 
popular  tale,  to  enrich  his  own  unperishable  garland; 
— to  follow  Spenser  and  Milton  in  their  delightful 
labyrinths  'midst  the  splendour  of  Italian  literature ; 
are  studies  which  stamp  a  dignity  upon  our  intellectual 
characters !  But,  in  such  a  pursuit,  let  us  not  overlook 
the  wisdom  of  modem  times,  nor  fancy  that  what  is 
only  ancient  can  be  excellent.  We  must  remember  that 
Bacon,  Boyle,  Locke,  Taylor,  Chillingworth,  Robert- 
son, Hume,  Gibbon,  and  Paley,  are  names  which  alwaj^s 
command  attention  from  the  wise,  and  remind  us  of  the 
improved  state  of  reason  and  acquired  knowledge  during 
the  two  last  centuries. 

Alman.  There  seems  at  least  sound  sense,  with  the 
prospect  of  much  future  good,  in  this  first  recipe.  What 
is  your  second. 
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Lysand.  In  the  second  place,  the  reprinting  of  scarce 
and  intrinsically  valuable  works  is  another  means  of 
preventing  the  propagation  of  this  disorder.  Amidst  all 
our  present  suflferings  under  the  Bibliomania,  it  is  some 
consolation  to  find  discerning  and  spirited  booksellers 
republishing  the  ancient  Chroniclers;  and  the  collec- 
tions known  by  the  names  of "  TTie  Harldan  Miscellany** 
and  "  Lord  Somers'  Tracts,''  and  "  Tlie  Voyages  of  Hak- 
biyt."*  These  are  noble  efibrts,  and  richly  deserve  the 
public  patronage. 

*  In  the  Quarterltf  RevUw  for  August,  1810,  this  my  second  remedy  for  ouring 
the  disease  of  the  BibliomaDia  is  considered  as  inefficient.     I  have  a  great  respect 
for  this  Review,  but  I  understand  neither  the  premises  nor  conclusions  therein  laid 
down  concerning  the  subject  in  discussion.     If  "  those  who  cannot  afford  to  pur- 
chase original  publications  must  be  content  with  entire  reprints  of  them"    (I  give 
the  very  words,  though  not  the  entire  sentence),  it  surely  tends  to  lessen  the  de- 
gree of  competition  for  "the  original  publication/*    A  sober  reader,  or  an  eco- 
nomical book-buyer,  wants  a  certain  tract  on  the  ground  of  its  utility  : — but  take 
my  own  case — who  have  very  few  himdreds  per  annum  to  procure  food  for  the 
body  as  well  as  the  mind.     I  wish  to  consult  Roy*s  tract  of  **  Rede  me  and  be 
not  wroth,"  (vide  p.  226,  ante) — or  the  "  Expedition  into  Scotland"  of  1544  (see 
Mr.  Beloe's  Anecdotes  of  LUeiature  and  Scarce  Book*,  vol.  ii.,  p.  845),  because 
these  are  really  interesting,    as  well  as  rare,  volumes.     There  is  at  present  no  re- 
print of  either ;  and  can  I  afford  to  bid  ten  or  twelve  guineas  for  each  of  them  at 
a  public  book-sale  ?    But — let  them  be  faithfully  repriniedf  and  even  a  golden 
guinea  (if  such  a  coin  be  now  in  the  pocket  of  a  poor  bibliomaniac  like  myself) 
would  be  considered  by  me  as  dear  terms  upon  which  to  purcliase  the  original 
edition  !    The  reviewer  has  illustrated  his  position  by  a  model  of  the  Pigot  dia- 
mond ;  and  intimates  that  this  model  does  not  **  lessen  the  public  desire  to  pos- 
sess the  original."    Lord  Mansfield  once  observed  that  nothing  more  frequently 
tended  to  perplex  an   argument   than  a  simile — (the  remark  is  somewhere  in 
Biirrowii  Repoi-U).;  and  the  judge's  dictum  seems  here  a  little  verified.     If  the 
glass  or  crystal  model  could  reflect  all  t/te  Imtre  of  the  original,  it  would  be  of 
equal  utility ;  but  it  cannot.     Now  the  reprint  does  impart  all  the  intelligence 
and  intrinsic  worth  of  the  original  (for  **  the  ugliness  of  the  types"  cannot  be 
thought  worthy  of  aiding  the  argument  one  way  or  another)  therefore  the  re- 
print of  Roy's  poetical  tract  is  not  illustrated  by  the  model  of  the  Pigot  diamond  : 
which  latter  cannot  impart  the  intrinsic  value  of  the  original.     Let  us  now  say  a 
word  about  the  Reprints  above  commended  by  Lysander.     When  Mr.  Harding 
went  to  press  with  the  first  volume  of  the  Harleian  Miscellany ^  his  zeal  struggled 
with  his  prudence  about  the  number  of  copies  to  be  printed  of  so  voluminous  a 
work.    Accordingly,  he  ventured  upon  only  250  copies.     As  the  work  advanced, 
(and,  I  would  hope,  as  the  recommendation  of  it,  in  the  last  edition  of  the  Biblio- 
mania, promoted  its  sale)  he  took  courage,  and  struck  off  another  250  copies  of 
the  earlier  volumes  :  and  thus  this  magnificent  reprint  (which  will  be  followed  up 
by  two  volumes  of  additional  matter  colloctod  by  Mr.  Park,  its  editor)  may  be 
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LoREN.  I  fnlly  coincide  with  these  sentiments;  and, 
as  a  proof  of  it,  regularly  order  my  London  bookseller 
to  transmit  to  me  every  volume  of  the  reprint  of  these 
excellent  works  as  it  is  published. 

Belin.  Can  you  find  it  in  your  heart,  dear  brother,  to 
part  with  your  black-letter  Chronicles,  and  Hakluyt's 
Voyages,  for  these  new  publications  ? 

LoRKN.  I  keep  the  best  editions  of  the  ancient  Chro- 
nicles ;  but  the  new  Fabian,  the  Harleian  Miscellany, 
Lord  Somers'  Tracts,  and  the  Voyages,  are  unquestion- 
ably to  be  preferred ;  since  they  are  more  fiill  and  com- 
plete. But  proceed  with  your  other  probable  means  ^of 
cure. 

Lysand.  In  the  ^ third  place,  the  editing  'of  our  best 
ancient  authors,  whether  in  prose  or  poetry,*  is  another 
means  of  effectually  counteracting  the  mischievous 
effects  arising  from  the  bibliomaniacal  disease  ;  and,  on 
this  score,  I  do  think  this  country  stands  pre-eminently 
conspicuous ;  for  we  are  indefatigable  in  our  attentions 
towards  restoring  the  corrupted  texts  of  our  poets. 

Phil.  Yet  forgive  me  if  I  avow  that  this  same  country, 
whose  editorial  labours  you  are  thus  commending,  is 
shamefully  deficient  in  the  cultivation  of  AncietU  English 

proDounced  a  profitable,  as  well  as  generally  serviceable,  publication  to  the  cause 
of  Literature.  The  orip:iiial  edition  of  Lord  Soniers'  TracU  having  beconae  ex- 
ceedingly scarce,  and  the  arrangement  of  them  being  equally  confused,  three 
spirited  booksellers,  under  the  editorial  inspection  of  Mr.  Walter  Scott,  are  putting 
forth  a  correct,  well  arranged,  and  beautiful  reprint  of  the  same  invaluable  work. 
Five  volumes  are  already  published.  The.  Vot/of/ts  of  Uakluyt  are  republishing  by 
Mr.  Evans,  of  Pall  Mall.  Four  volumes  are  already  before  the  public ;  of  wluch 
only  250  copies  of  the  small,  and  75  of  the  large,  are  printed.  The  reprint  will 
contain  the  whole  of  Hakluyt,  with  the  addition  of  several  scarce  voyages  and 
travels. 

*  The  la.st  tiew  editions  of  our  standard  belles-lettres  writers  are  the  fonowing  ; 
which  should  be  found  in  every  gentleman's  library.  6haksj)€are,  1793,  15  vols., 
or  1803,  21  vols,  (vide  p.  427,  ante) ;  Pope,  by  Jos.  Warion  ;  1795,  8  vols.  8vo ; 
or  by  Lt'sle  Bo\rle.%  1806,  9  vols.  8vo;  Sfitnser,  by  H.  J.  Todd,  1805,  8  vols. 
8vo  ;  M'dtoUy  by  the  ikime,  7  vols.  8vo  ;  Massinger,  by  W.  Gifford,  1806,  4  vols. 
8vo ;  Sir  David  Lyndsay,  by  Oeoi'ge  Chalmers,  1806,  3  vols.  8vo,  ;  Dr^den,  by 

WaJtrr  Scott,  180S,  18  vols.    8vo ;  Churchill,   by ,   1805,  2  vols.    8vo ; 

llMUbras,  by  Dr.  Grn/,  1744,  or  1809,  2  vols.  8vo ;  Bm.  Jonson,  by  W.  Oifford 
(,sm6  prelo) ;  and  Biahop  CorbctCs  Potnis,  by  Octacins  Gilchrist,  1807,  8vo. 
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History]  I  speak  my  sentiments  roundly  upon  this 
subject:  because  you  know,  Lysander,  how  vigilantly 
I  have  cultivated  it,  and  how  long  and  keenly  I  have 
expressed  my  regret  at  the  almost  total  apathy  which 
prevails  respecting  it.  There  is  no  country  upon  earth 
which  has  a  more  plentiful  or  faithful  stock  of  historians 
than  our  own ;  and  if  it  were  only  to  discover  how 
superficially  some  of  our  recent  and  popular  historians 
have  written  upon  it,  it  were  surely  worth  the  labour 
of  investigation  to  examine  the  yet  existing  records  of 
past  ages. 

LoREN.  To  effect  this  completely,  you  should  have  a 
National  Press. 

Lis.  And  why  not?  Have  we  here  no  patriotic  spirit 
similar  to  that  which  influenced  the  Francises,  Richlieus, 
Colberts,  and  Louises  of  France  ? 

Alman.  You  are  getting  into  bibliographical  politics ! 
Proceed,  good  Lysander,  with  your  other  probable 
means  of  cure. 

Lysand.  In  the  fourth  place,  the  erection  of  Public 
Institutions*  is  of  great  service  in  difi'using  a  love  of 
books  for  their  intrinsic  utility,  and  is  of  very  general 
advantage  to  scholars  and  authors  who  cannot  purchase 
every  book  which  they  find  it  necessary  to  consult. 

Phil.  You  are  right.  These  Institutions  are  of  re- 
cent growth,  but  of  general  utility.  They  are  a  sort  of 
intellectual  Hospitals — according  to  your  motle  of  treat- 
ing the  Bibliomania.  Yet  I  dare  venture  to  affirm  that 
the  News-Paper  Room  is  always  better  attended  than 
the  Library ! 

Lysand.  Let  us  have  no  sarcasms.  I  will  now  give 
you  the  fifth  and  last  probable  means  of  cure  of  the  Bib- 
liomania ;  and  that  is  the  Stiuly  of  Bibliography  ,f 

*  The  Royal,  London,  Surrey,  and  Russel  Institutions,  have  been  the 
means  of  concentrating,  in  divers  parts  of  the  metropolis,  largo  libraries  of  tueful 
books ;  which,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  will  eventually  bring  into  disgrace  and  contempt 
what  are  called  Circulating  Libraries — vehicles,  too  often,  of  insufferable  nonsense, 
and  irremediable  mischief ! 

t  "Unne  bonne  BiBLiOGRAPHiE,"  says  Marchand,  "soit  |gi?n€rale  soit  par- 
ticuli^ro,  soit  profane  soit  <5ccl(?siastiquo,  soit  nationale,  provinciale,  ou  locale,  soit 
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Lis.  Excellent ! — Treat  copiously  upon  this  my  darling 
subject. 

Belin.  You  speak  with  the  enthusiasm  of  a  young; 
convert ;  but  I  should  think  the  study  of  Bibliography  a 
sure  means  of  increasing  the  violence  of  the  book-disease. 

Lysand.  The  encouragement  of  the  Study  of  BibSa- 
graphy,  in  its  legitimate  sense/  and  towards  its  true  object, 
may  be  numbered  among  the  most  efficacious  cures  for 
this  destructive  malady.  To  place  competent  Librarians 
over  the  several  departments  of  a  large  public  Library ; 
or  to  submit  a  library,  on  a  more  confined  scale,  to  one 
diligent,  enthusiastic,  well-informed,  and  well-bred  Bib- 
liographer or  Librarian  (of  which  in  this  metropolis  we 
have  so  many  examples),  is  doing  a  vast  deal  towards 
directing  the  channels  of  literature  to  flow  in  their  proper 
courses.  And  thus  I  close  the  account  of  my  recipes 
for  the  cure  of  the  Bibliomania.  A  few  words  mcnre  and 
I  have  done. 

It  is,  my  friends,  in  the  erection  of  Libraries  as  in 

simplement persoDelle,  en  irnmot  de  quelque  autre  gei^re  que  oe  puiaae  dtre, 
n'est  pas  un  ouvrage  auasi  facile  que  beaucoup  de  gens  se  le  pourroient  imaginer  ; 
XDais,  elles  ne  d^ivent  n^anmoins  nullement  pr^venir  contre  celle-cl.  T^lle 
qu'olle  est,  elle  ne  laiese  pas  d'etre  bonne,  utile,  et  digne  d'etre  rechercbfe  par 
los  amateurs  de  THistoire  Litteraire.'*    Diction.  Historique,  voL  i.  p.  109. 

Peignot,  in  his  Dictioniiaire  de  Biblioloffie,  vol.  i.  60,  has  given  a  very  pompous 
account  of  what  ought  to  be  the  talents  and  duties  of  a  bibliographer.  It  would 
he  difficult  indeed  to  find  such  qualifications,  as  he  d^cribee,  united  in  one  person! 
Do  Bure,  in  the  eighth  volume  of  his  BihliographU  Instructive,  has  prefixed  a 
**  Discourse  upon  the  Science  of  Bibliography,  and  the  Duties  of  a  Bibliographer,** 
which  is  worth  consulting  :  but  I  know  of  nothing  which  better  describes,  in  few 
words,  such  a  character,  than  the  following :  "  In  eo  sit  multijuga  materiarum 
librorumque  notitia,  ut  saltem  potiores  eligat  et  inquirat :  fida  et  sedula  apud 
extoras  gentes  procuratio,  ut  eos  arcessat ;  siunma  patientia  ut  rar^  venalis 
expectet ;  peculium  semper  pnesens  et  paratum,  ne,  si  quando  occurrunt,  emendi, 
occasio  intercidat  :  prudens  denique  auri  argentique  contemptus,  ut  pecunjis 
sponte  careat  quad  in  bibliothecam  formandam  et  nutriendam  sunt  insumendse. 
Si  forte  vir  literatus  eo  felicitatis  pervenit  ut  talem  thesaurum  coacervaverit,  nee 
solus  illo  invidiose  fniatur,  sed  usam  cum  eruditis  qui  vii^lias  suas  utilitati 
publicce  devoverunt,  liberaliter  commuuicet  ;'*  &c. — Bibliotheca  UuUiana^  vol.  i. 
Prsefat.  p.  3,  4.  Morhof  abounds  with  sagacious  reflections  upon  this  important 
subject :  but  are  there  fifty  men  in  Great  Britain  who  love  to  read  the  Poltfkiitor 
Literaritul  The  observations  of  Ameilhon  and  Camus,  in  the  Memoiret  de 
VIiLslUutf  are  also  well  worth  consultation ;  as  are  those  Of  Le  Long,  and  his 
editor,  prefixed  to  the  last  edition  of  the  Bibliotheca  Sacra. 
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literary  compositions,  the  task  is  difficult,  and  will  ge- 
nerally meet  with  opposition  from  some  fastidious  qaar- 
ter,*  which  is  always  betra5ring  a  fretful  anxiety  to  bring 
every  thing  to  its  own  ideal  standard  of  perfection.  To 
counteract  the  unpleasant  effect  which  such  an  impression 
must  necessarily  produce,  be  diligent  and  faithful,  to 
your  utmost  ability,  in  whatsoever  you  undertake.  You 
need  not  evince  the  fecundity  of  a  German  t  author ;  but 
only  exert  your  best  endeavours,  and  leave  the  issue  to  a 
future  generation.  Posterity  will  weigh,  in  even  scales, 
your  merits  and  demerits,  when  all  present  animosities 
and  personal  prejudices  shall  have  subsided;  and  when 
the  utility  of  our  labours,  whether  in  promoting  wisdom 
or  virtue,  shall  be  unreservedly  acknowledged.  You 
may  sleep  in  peace  before  this  decision  take  place ;  but 
YOUR  CHILDREN  may  live  to  witness  it ;  and  your  name, 
in  consequence,  become  a  passport  for  them  into  circles 
of  learning  and  worth.  Let  us  now  retreat ;  or,  rather, 
walk  round  Lorenzo's  grounds.       We  have   had   Book- 

*  My  faTourite  author,  Morhof,  has  spoken  'oomme  un  braye  homme'  upon  the 
difficulty  of  literary  enterprizes,  and  the  facility  and  venom  of  detraction :  I 
support  his  assertion  totis  viribus' ;  and  to  beg  to  speak  in  the  same  person  with 
himself.  'Non  ignotom  mihi  est,  quantas  molis  opus  humeris  meis  incumbat. 
Oceanum  enim  ingressus  sum,  in  quo  portum  invenire  difficile  est,  naufragii  peri- 
culum  k  syrtibus  et  scopulis  immiuet.  Quis  enim  in  tanta  multitudine  rerum  et 
librorum  omnia  ezhauriret?  Quis  nen  alicubi  impingeret?  Quia  salvum  ab 
invidia  caput  retrahoret,  ao  malignitatis  dentes  in  liberiore  censura  evitaretf 
PrsBterea  ut  palato  et  gustu  differunt  conyivsB,  ita  judiciis  dissident  leotores,  neque 
omnium  idem  de  rebus  sensus  est,  hoc  pnesertim  tempore,  quo  plures  sunt  libra- 
rum  judices,  quam  lectores,  et  h  lectoribus  in  lictores,  ubique  virgas  et  secures 
expedituros,  multi  degenerant.'  Prof,  Morhof. — Even  the  great  Lambocius  (of 
whom  see  p.  41,  ante)  was  compelled  to  deliver  his  sentiments  thus : — '  laborem 
hunc  meum  non  periculosum  minus  et  maglignis  liventium  Zoilorum  dentibus  ob- 
noxium,  quam  prolixum  foro  et  difficilem.' Prod.  Hist.  Lit.  ProUg,  One  of  the 
Roman  philosophers  (I  think  it  was  Seneca)  said,  in  his  last  moments,  'Whether 
or  not  the  Gods  will  be  pleased  with  what  I  have  done,  I  cannot  take  upon  me  to 
pronounce  :  but,  this  I  know— it  has  been  my  invariable  object  to  please  them.' 
For  ^be  Gk>ds'  read  ^he  Public' — and  then  I  beg  leave,  in  a  literary  point  of 
view,  to  repeat  the  words  of  Seneca. 

•f  'From  the  last  catalogue  of  the  fair  of  Lepisic,  it  would  appear  that  there  are 
now  in  Germany  ten,  tkoruand  two  hundred  and  forty  three  authors,  full  of  health 
and  spirit,  and  each  of  whom  publisheif  at  least  once  a  year  ! '  American  Meview, 
Jan.  1811,  p.  172. 
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Discussion  enough  to  last  us  to  the  end  of  the  year.* 
begin  to  be  wearied  of  conversing. 


Lysander  concluded ;  when  Lorenzo  rose  &om  fais  sf 
and  begged  of  ns  to  walk  round  his  grounds.      It  was  n 

*  ThTOQgh  the  favour  of  Dr.  Droiy,  the  Editor  ia  eutbled  to  ] 
Bent  the  reader  with  aa  origidal  letter,  encloBing  a  list  of  bo 
directed  to  be  puicbaaed  by  Benjamin  Heath,  Esq. ;  also  his  i 
tiait  This  document  would  have  been  bettec  iiuerted,  in  point 
chronological  order,  in  part  V.,  but,  as  the  Editor  did  not  recain 
till  long  after  that  part  waa  printed,  he  truats  it  will  be  thought  be 
late  thaa  never. 

THE  DIBGCTION. 


et-i'Z'9Z^ 


i^ 


Exeter,  2lBt  March,  173a 
Dear  Sir, 

I  take  the  lihcrty  presuming  upon  the  Intimncj 
our   Acquaintance  to  employ    you    in  a    pretty  troublesome   Affft 
Fletcbot  Qyles,  Booliseller  in  Holbourn,    trith  whom  I  had    son 
Dealings    about  two  years  ago,  has  lately  eent  me  Down  a  Gatalogi 
of  a  Library  which  will  begin  to  be  sold  by  Auction  at  his  house  qs 
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high  noon;   and,   after    a  pleasant  stroll,   we    retreats 
again  to  thb  alcove,  where  we  found  a  cold  collation 

Monday  Evening.  As  I  have  scarce  laid  out  any  Money  in  Books  for 
these  two  years  past,  the  great  number  of  Valuable  Books  contained 
in  this  Collection,  together  with  the  tempting  prospect  of  getting 
them  cheaper  in  an  Auction  than  they  arc  to  be  had  in  a  Sale,  or  in 
any  other  way  whatsoever,  has  induced  me  to  lay  out  a  Sum  of  mony 
this  way,  at  present,  which  will  probably  content  my  Curiosity  in  this 
kind,  for  several  years  to  come.  Mr.  Gyles  has  offered  himaalf  to  act 
for  me,  but  as  I  think  'tis  too  great  a  Trial  of  his  Honesty  to  make 
him  at  the  same  time  both  Buyer  &  Seller,  &  as  Books  are  quite  out 
of  my  Brother^s  Way,  I  have  been  able  to  think  of  no  Friend  I  could 
throw  this  trouble  upon  but  you.  I  propose  to  lay  out  about  £60  or 
£70,  and  have  drawn  up  a  List  *of  the  Books  I  am  inclined  to,  which 
you  have  in  the  First  Leaf,  with  the  Price  to  each  Book,  which  I 
would  by  no  means  exceed,  but  as  far  as  which,  with  respect  to  each 
single  Book,  I  would  venture  to  go ;  though  I  am  persuaded  upon 
the  whole  they  are  vastly  overvalued.  For  my  Valuation  is  founded 
in  proportion  upon  what  I  have  been  charged  for  Books  of  this  kindy 
when  I  have  sent  for  them  on  purpose  from  London,  and  I  have  had 
too  many  proofs  that  the  Booksellers  make  it  a  Rule  to  charge  near 
double  for  an  uncommon  Book,  when  sent  for  on  pnrpgse,  of  what 
they  would  take  for  it  in  their  own  Shops,  or  at  a  Sale.  So  that, 
though  the  Amount  of  the  Inclosed  List  is  above  £120,  yet,  when 
Deductions  are  made  for  the  Savings  by  the  Chance  of  the  Auction, 
&  for  the  full  rate  of  such  Books  as  I  may  be  over  bid  in,  I  am  satis- 
fied it  will  come  within  the  sum  I  propose.  Now,  Sir,  the  Favour 
which  I  would  beg  of  you  is  to  get  some  Trusty  Person  (&  if  you 
should  not  be  able  readily  to  think  of  a  proper  Person  yourself,  Mr. 
Hinchcliife  or  Mr.  Peele  may  probably  be  able  to  recommend  one)  to 
attend  this  Auction,  in  my  behalf,  from  the  beginning  to  the  end,  &  to 
bid  for  me  agreeably  to  the  inclosed  List  &  (as  the  Additional  Trouble 
of  it  over  and  above  the  Attendance  would  not  be  great)  to  mark  in  the 
Catalogue,  which  you  may  have  of  ]Mr.  Gyles  for  a  shilling,  the  price 
Every  Book  contained  in  the  Catalogue  is  sold  at,  for  my  future  Di- 
rection in  these  Matters.  For  this  Service  I  would  willingly  allow  3 
Guineas,  which,  the  Auction  continuing  24  Days,  is  3  shillings  over 
and  above  half  a  Crown  a  Day ;  or,  if  that  is  not  sufficient,  whatever 
more  shall  be  thought  necessary  to  get  my  Commission  well  Executed. 
It  may  be  necessar}''  to  observe  to  you  that  the  Auction  requires  the 
Attendance  of  the  whole  day,  beginning  at  Eleven  in  the  Morning, 
arid  ending  at  two  and  at  five  in  the  Afternoon,  and  Ending  at  Eight. 
It  may  also  be  proper  to  inform  the  Person  you  shall  Employ  that  he 
is  not  to  govern  his  first  bidding  by  the  valuation  in  my  list  for  many 
of  the  Books  will  very  probably  be  sold  for  less  than  half  what  I  have 
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prepared  for  our  reception.    The  same  day  we  all  dined 
at  Lisardo's ;    and  a  discussion  upon  the  pleasures  and 

marked  them  at ;  he  is  therefore,  in  every  Instance,  to  bid  Low  at 
first,  and  afterwards  to  continue  advancing  just  beyond  the    other 
Bidders,  till  he  has  either  bought  the  Book,  or  the  price  I  have  fixed 
it  at  is  exceeded.      There  are  many  Books  in  the  List  which  have 
several  numbers  before  them ;  the  meaning  of  which  is  that  the  very 
same  Book  is  in  several  places  of  the  Catalogue ;  and  in  that  Case,  I 
would  have  the  first  of  them  bought,  if  it  be  in  very  good  condition, 
otherwise  let  the  person  Employed  wait  till  the  other  comes  up.     I 
would  desire  him  also  not  to  buy  any  book  at  all  that  is   both  Dirty  & 
ragged ;  but,  though  the  Binding  should  not  be  in  very  good  C>rder> 
that  would  be  no  Objection  with  me,  provided  the  Book  was  clean. 
I  would  also  desire  him  not  to  bid  for  any  Number  in  the  Catalogue 
that  is  not  expressly  mentioned  in  my  List,  upon  a  supposition  that  it 
may  be  the  same  Book  with  some  that  are  mentioned  in  it ;  nor  to 
omitt  any  Book  that  is  actually  upon  the  List,  upon  an  Imagination, 
from  the  Title,  that  it  may  be  there  more  than  once ;  for  I  have  drawn 
it  up  upon  an  Exact  consideration  of  the  Editions  of  the  Books,  inso- 
much that  there  is  no  Book  twice  upon  the  Lost,  but  where  there  is  a 
very  great  difference  in  the  Editions  ;  nor  is  any  of  the  Books    in  my 
List  oftener  in  the  Catalogue  than  is  expressly  specified  in  it.      By 
the  Conditions  of  Sale,  the  Auction  is  constantly  adjourned   from 
Fryday  night  to  Monday  Morning,  the  Saturday  being  appointed  for 
fetching  away,  at  the  Expence  of  the  buyer,  the  Books  bought    the 
week  before,  &  for  payment  of  the  Mony.     This  part  of  the  trouble 
I  must  beg  you  to  charge  yourself  with  ;  &,  in  order  to  enable  you,  as 
to  the  payment,  I  shall  send  you  up,  either  by  the  next  Post,  or,  how- 
ever, time  enough  for  the  Saturday  following,  Fifty  Pounds.      I  would 
beg  the  Favour  of  you  to  let  me  hear  from  you,  if  possible,  by  the 
Return  of  the  Post ;  &  also  to  give  me  an  Account  by  every  Saturday 
night's  post  what  Books  are  bought  for  me,  and  at  what  price.     As  to 
which  you  need  only  mention  the  Numbers  without  the  Titles,  since  I 
have  a  Catalogue  by  me.     When  the  Auction  is  Ended,  I  shall  take 
the  Liberty  of  giving  you  farther  Directions  about  Packing  up  the 
Books,  &  the  way  I  would  have  them  sent  down.     When  I  drew  Up 
my  List,  I  had  not  observed  one  of  the  Conditions  of  Sale,  which  im- 
ports that  no  Person  is  to  advance  less  than  a  shilling  after  twenty 
shillings  is  bid  for  any  book.     Now  you  will  find  a  pretty  many  Books 
which  I  have  valued  at  more  than  twenty  shillings  marked  at  an  Odd 
Sixpence ;  in  all  which  Oases,  I  would  have  the  Bidder  add  Sixpence 
more  to  the  Price  I  have  fixed,  in  order  to  make  it  Even  Money,  & 
conformable  to  the  Conditions  of  the  Auction.     And  now.  Dear  Sir^ 
another  Person  would  make  a  thousand  Apologies  for  giving  you  all 
this  trouble  ;  all  which  superfluous  tcdiousness  I  shall  spare  you,  bein, 
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comparative  excellences  of  Music  and  Painting  succeeded 
to  the  conversation    which   the    foregoing   pages    have 

persuaded  I  shall  do  you  a  great  pleasiire  in  giving  you  an  Oppor- 
tunity of  being  serviceable  to  me,  as  I  am  sure  it  would  be  a  very 
sensible  one  to  me,  if  I  ever  had  it  in  my  power  to  be  of  any  use  to 
yoxL  Mine  and  my  Wive's  humble  respects  wait  upon  Mrs.  Mann^ 
and  you  will  be  so  good  to  present  my  hearty  services  to  all  our 
Friends. 

I  am  most  sincerely,  Dear  Sir, 


<y\ 


HIS  SEAL. 

£    B.  d. 

Octavo        5  Pet.  Angeli  Bargsei  Poemata 0     5  6 

40  Hieron.  Fracastorij   Poemata 0     7  6 

47  or455,  or  1546,  Joan.  LeoniBAfricsBDesc.  0     3  6 

68  Christ.  Longolij  Orationes  et  Epistolss  ...  0     6  6 

78  Pierij  Valeriani  Hexametri 0     4  6 

Quarto      46  Diogenes  Laertius    1  12  6 

Octavo    164  or  624,  Scaligerana 0     2  6 

201  or  1280,  Car.  Ogerij  Iter  Danicum    0     3  0 

Quarto       66  PlautusTaubmanni 0  11  6 

Octavo     282  Hen.  Lomenij  Itinerarium 0     3  0 

Quarto     132  Marcus  Antonius  de'Dominis    0     2  6 

143  Hen.  Stephani  Dialogus 0     4  6 

157  Ausonii  Opera 0     9  6 

178  Anacreon  and  Sappho 0     8  6 

180  Excerpta  ex  Polybio  0     8  6 

181  Sophocles  and  Eschylus 12  6 

Carried  Forward £6   16  0 
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detaUed.     A  small  concert  in  the  evening  recreated  the 
exhausted  state  of  Lysander's  mimd. 

£    8.  d. 

Brought  Forward 6  16  0 

Octavo     405  or  241 3,  or  2953,  Historia  Gothorum 0     6  6 

435  or  1488,  or  1688,  Lucretiua  Gifanij  0     5  6 

'436  Is  Casaubonde  Satjrrica  Poesi    0     3  6 

Quarto     198  or  344,  lamblicus  de  VitaPythag 0  116 

275  Aulus  GelUus  Gronovij   0  18  6 

280  Statij  qu8e  Extant  Barthij  0  18  6 

Octavo     700  or  1093,  Martial  Sciiverij  0     6  6 

Quarto     30^  Juvenal  Henninij    0  18  6 

314  Manilij  Astronomicon : 0  11  6 

316  Poetriarum  Octo 0     6  6 

Folio        170  Fam.  Strada  da  BeUo  Belgico 1   13  6 

Octavo    739  Virgilius  lUustratus    0     3  6 

.     752  PauUi  Manutij  Bpistolffi 0     3  0 

Folio       20G  or  235,  or  590,  lo.  Leunclavij  Annales...  12  6 

Octavo     989  Senecse  Tragediae  Scriverij 0     4  6 

9191  1088  Pontani  Opera 0     8  6 

Folio        264  Demostheniset^Eschinis  Opera 2  17  6 

301  Thucydides  Wasse 2     9  6 

306  Platonis  Opera    4     5  6 

308  Herodoti  ffistoria  17  6 

Quarto     503  Pauli  Collomesij  Opera  0     {►  0 

543      566  Bern.  Pensini  Vita  Baronij   0      3  0 

Octavo  1239  or  2831,  Poesis  Philosophica 0     3  6 

Folio       270  Philostrati  Opera    17  6 

376  Historifle  RomansB  Scriptores 1   11  6 

386  Plutarchi  Opera  5     7  6 

Octavo  1519  Caninij  Hellenismus    0     2  6 

1608  or  2705,  VirgiUus  Hiensij  0     3  6 

Folio        426  Geo.  Buchanani  Opera    1   11  6 

443  Plautus  Lambini 0  13  6 

448  Horatius  Turnebi  et  Lambini 0   18  6 

Octavo  1650  Dom.  Baudij  Amores 0     3  0 

Folio        476  -^schyli  Tragediae  0  16  6 

Octavo  1814  Lud.  Kusterus  de  vero  Usu,  &c ' 0     3  6 

Quarto     871  Gab.  Faemi  Fabulse  Centum 0     6  6 

Folio        477  Luciani  Opera 17  6 

Carried  Forward £42     7  0 
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The  next  day,  my  friends  left  me   for  their  respective 
places  of   destination.     Lorenzo    and    his   sisters    were 

£    8.  d. 

Brought  Forward 42     7  0 

479  Dionis  Cassij  Historia  1  12  6 

485  Diodorus  Sicuhis  2  18  6 

490  Appiani  Historia 0  11  6 

491  Palladius  de  Gentibus  IndisB    0     5  6 

498  Isocratij  Orationes 1     3  6 

Quarto  908  Papin.  Statij  Opera 0     9  6 

921  Claudian  Cum  Animad.  Bai-thij   0  11  6 

Folio     529  Maffoei  Historia  Indica 0     8  6 

509    546  S&xonis  Grammatici  Historia 0  17  6 

Octavo  2101  Huntingtoni  EpistolsB     0     3  6 

Quarto  1018  And.  Nangerij  Opera     0     9  6 

1023  Tho.  Hyde  Historia  Relig.  Vett.  Pers.  ...  0  18  6 

1047  Claud,  Salmasij  Epistolce    0     3  6 

1088  Theocriti  Moschi  Bionis 0  16  6 

1089  Hesiodus  Grsece  0  18  6 

Eolio        627  Rerum  Moscoyiticarum  Coment 0  11  6 

638  Angeli  Politiani  Opera  0  18  6 

Octavo  2354  Ausonius 0     7  6 

2362  Mythographi  Latini    0     6  6 

Quarto  1139  Aristotelis  Opera 3     4  6 

Octavo  2481  Fabricij  BibHotheca  Latina    0  11  6 

Quarto  1192  Sannazarij  Poemata    0  11  6 

Octavo  2526  Meursij  ElegantiflB  0     5  6 

2559  Statij  Opera 0     4  6 

2578  Is  Casauboni  Comment  0     3  0 

2597  Maximi  Tyrij  Dissertationes  0     4  0 

Folio        698  Nic.  Antonij  Bibliotheca  Hispan  2     4  6 

Octavo  2712  Ovidij  Opera  0  15  6 

Folio        765  Nic.  Antonij  Bibliotheca  Hisp.  Vetus  ...  1     7  6 

Octavo  2891  Pet.  Dan.  Huetij  Comentarius  0     2  6 

3098  Sir  John  Suckling's  Plays,  ifcc 0     3  6 

3099  Dr.  Do wne's  Poems    0     4  0 

Quarto  1498  Lord's  Discovery  of  the  Banian  Religion  0     5  6 

Folio        857  or  89 6,  Burnet's  Theory  of  y«  Earth 0     9  6 

Octevo  3364  Milton's  Poems  0     2  0 

3374  Bang's  British  Merchant    0  12  6 

Carried  Forward £68  11  0 
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gathered  round  my  outer  gate ;  and  Lisardo  leapt  into  the 
chaise  with  Lysander  and  Philemon ;  resolved  to  equals 

Brought  Forward 68  11  0 

'  3379  Milton's  Paradise  Regained 0     2  6 

Fosio       912  Wheeler's  Journey  into  Greece    0  13  0 

Octavo  3463  or  3473,  Grevil's  Life  of  Sir  P.  Sidney  ....     0     3  0 

3466  Jobson  Debes's  Description  of  Feroe 0     2  0 

3529  Terry's  Voyage  to  the  East  Indies 0     3  6 

Quarto  1672  Description  dePEgypte 0  13  6 

1692  Apologie  de  M.  Castar 0     4  0 

1694  RepliquedeM.  Girac 0     3  6 

Octavo  3538  Geddes's  History  of  the  Church,  &c 0     3  0 

3600  Songs  by  the  Earl  of  Surrey    0     3  6 

3741  or  4112,  OeuvresdeSarasin  0     4  0 

3854  or  3859,  Scaligerana    0     2  6 

Quarto  1873  Viaggi  di  Pietro  della  VaUi 1     5  0 

1875  Opera  di  Annibale  Caro 0     8  0 

1876  Orlando  Inamorato 0  12  6 

1879  or  2070,  Pastor  Fido 0  12  6 

1884  or  1977,  Moi^iante  Maggiore 0     9  0 

1920  or  1965,  La  Gierusalemme  Liberata  1     2  6 

1928  IlVerato 0     3  6 

1953  Orlando  Inamorato 0     9  6 

1957  Historia  della  Geurre  CiviU   0  17  6 

1967  Scritti  nella  Causa  Veniziana 0     4  6 

1980  Historia  della  Sacra  Inquisitione 0     5  6 

1983  Examinatione  sopra  la  Rhetorica 0     5  6 

1990  or  2037,  Istoria  Diplomatica 0  11  6 

1995  Fasti  OonsolaridiSalvini 0     9  6 

1998  Satire  del  Menzini 0     7  6 

Folio     1109  Bibliotheca  NapoHtana  di  Toppi 116 

1123  Orlando  Furioso 12  6 

Quarto  2005  or  2039,  Dialoghi  del  Speroni 0     7  6 

2015  Poetica  di  Aristotele  Volgarizzata 0     6  6 

2024  Poetica  di  Aristotele  di  Piccolomini 0     4  6 

2031  Delia  Difesa  della  Comedia  di  Dante 0  13  0 

2033  Squittinio  della  Liberia  Veneta 0     5  6 

2049  II  Goffredo  col.  Comento  di  Beni 0     9  6 

2050  Dante  di  Danielle 0     9  6 

Carried  Forward £84  13  0 
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if  not  eclipse^  his  bibliographical  tutor  in  the  ardour  of 
book  researches.    ''Adieu/'  said    Lysander,  putting  his 

£    8.    d. 
Brought  Forward 84  13    0 

Folio      1129HistoriadelItegnodiNapoli OU  6 

1132  Historia  del  OonsilioTridentino 2  13  6 

1137  Yocabolaria  della  Crusca  .« 8     4  6 

Octavo  4268  Voyage  de  Bachanmont,  4o.  0    2  6 

4295  or  4330,  or  4339,  or  4511,  Ragionamentil 

delAretino /^  "  ® 

4305  Prose  Fiorentme 0    3  6 

4309Lettre  Volgari 0    3  6 

4321  Gravina  della  Ragioae  Poetica   0    5  6 

4322  Battaglie  di  Magio 0    3  6 

4331  or  4527,  La  Oomedia  di  Dante  0  116 

Quarto  2053  Degli  Ragoagli  di  Pamaso 0    8  6 

2067  n  Decameron  di  Boccaccio ; 2  5  6 

2076  or  2168,  Lerioni  di  Varchi 0  8  6 

2098  L'Amaigi  di  Tasso 0  8  6 

Folio      1 154  L'Adone  del  Marino 0  11  6 

1154  II  Libro  del  Cortegiano    0  13  6 

1162  Istoria  del  ConciliodiTi*ento 2  4  6 

1164  La  Historia  di  Italia  di  Guicciardini 0  17  6 

Octavo  4354  Rime  Diverse  del  Mutio 0  4  6 

4363  L'Amorosa  Fiametta  0  4  6 

4371  Oompendio  del  Historic  di  Nap 0  5  6 

4379  Opere  di  GuiHo  Oammillo  0  4  6 

4384  LAmihta  di  Tasso  0  6  6 

4385  L'OperePoetichediGuarin 0  5  6 

4387  Comedie  di  M.  AgDolo  Firenz ^  0  5  6 

4415  Notiae  de  Libri  Ran  0  4  6 

•    4416  Satire  e  Rime  di  Aristo ^ 0  5  6 

4417  DelleEloquenzaltaliana 0  6  6 

4423  Comedie  Varie 0  3  6 

4438  Labarinto  d'Amore  di  Boccac 0  4  6 

4443  Opere  di  Redi 1  1  0 

Quarto   2100  Lettere  diYincenzio  Martelli 0  8  6 

2103  or  2154,  Ameto  di  Boccaccio 0  4  6 

2104  or  2161,  Le  Rime  diPetrarca 0  8  6 

2114  Ragionamento  dell' Academico  0  8  6 

Carried  Forward £111  17     0 

2  o 


668  THE  ALCOVE. 

hand  ont  of  the  chaise— '^  remember^  in  defence  of  my 
bibliomaniacal  gossipping,  that  Similis  never  knew  hap- 
piness tin  he  became  acqucdnted  with  books/'*  The 
postillion  smacked  his  whip;  and  the  chaise,  foDowing 
the  direction  of  the  road  to  the  left,  quickly  disappeared 
The  servant  of  Lysander  followed  gently  after,  with  his 
Master's  and  Philemon's  horses :  taking  a  near  direction 
towards  Lysander's  home. 

JL 

Brought  Forward Ill 

2124  Poedeliriohe  del  Testi 0 

OctaTo4452Il  Petrarca    0 

4456  or  4550,  Lettre  di  Paolo  Sarpi 0 

4460  Opere  Barleschi  di  Bern! 0 

4464  or  4485,  Prose  di  M.  Agnolo  Flrens  0 

4471  Oommento  di  Ser  Agresto 0 

4475  L'Aminta  di  Tasao    ^ 0 

4483  La  Seochia  flapita 0 

4486  or  4627,  Comedie  di  Arefcino   0 

4496  Trattato  delle  Materie  Benaf 0 

4531  II  2^  Libro  delle  Opere  Burleach    0 

Qaarto2149  Annotatioiii  e  Discorsi '. 0 

2159  Gyrone  11  Oorteae 0 

2164  II  Decamerone  di  Boccaccio 0 

2169  Historiadella  Coae  passate  0 

2171  Apologia  d^li  Academia 0 

2176  Delia  Guerra  di  Fiandra 2 

2178  Rime  e  Prose  di  Maffei 0  13 

2182  Discorsi  Poetichi  0 

Octavo  456 1  La  libreria  del  Doni  0 

4591  LaOassaria    0 

41^2  Teatro  Italiano 1 

4614  La  Divina  Oomedia  di  Dante  1 

4615  La  Rime  di  Angelo  di  Cestanzo  0 

4625  Tutte  le  Opere  di  Bemia 0 
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*  'It  is  reported  that  a  certain  man,  of  the  name  of  SmiLis,  who  fought  under 
the  Emperor  Hadrian,  became  so  wearied  and  disgusted  with  the  number  of 
troublesome  events  which  he  met  with  in  that  mode  of  life,  that  he  retired  and 
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Lorenzo  and  his  sisters  returned  with  me  to  the  Cabinet. 
A  gloom  was  visible  upon  all  our  countenances ;  and  the 
Ladies  confessed  that  the  company  and  conversation  of 
my  departed  g^ests>  especially  of  Lysander^  were  such  as 
to  leave  a  void  which  conld  not  easily  be  supplied.  For 
my  part^  firom  some  little  warmth  each  sister  betrayed  in 
balancing  the  solid  instruction  of  Lysander  and  the  hu- 
morous vivacity  of  Lisardo>  against  each  other^  I  thought 
the  former  had  made  a  powerful  impression  upon  the 
mind  of  Belinda,  and  the  latter  upon  that  of  Almansa : 
for  when  the  probability  of  a  speedy  revisit  from  both  <^ 
them  was  mentioned  the  sisters  betrayed  unusual  marks 
of  sensibility ;  and  upon  Lorenzo's  frankly  confessing, 
though  in  a  playful  mood,  that  such  brothers-in-law 
would  make  him  '''  as  happy  as  the  day  was  long'" — they 
both  turned  their  faces  towards  the  garden,  and  appeared 
as  awkward  as  it  was  possible  for  well-bred  ladies  to 
appear. 

It  was  in  vain  that  I  turned  to  my  library  and  opened 
a  large  fpaper,  illustrated,  copy  of  Daulby's  Catalogue  of 
RemJbrandfs  Prints,  or  Mr.  Miller's  new  edition  of  the 
Memoirs  of  Count  Orammont,  or  even  the  Raman  de  la 
Rase,  printed  by  Galliot  du  Pr6,  upon  vellum No- 
thing produced  a  kind  look  or  a  gracious  word  from 
them.  Silence,  sorrow,  and  indifference,  succeeded  to 
loquacity,  joy,  and  enthusiasm.  I  clearly  perceived  that 
some  other  symptom,  wholly  different  from  any  thing 
connected  with  the  Bibliomania,  had  taken  possession 
of  their  gentle  minds. 

devoiod  himself  wholly  to  leiRure  and  readitig,  and  to  meditaUons  upon  divine 
and  human  aifaire,  after  the  manner  of  Pythagoras.  In  this  retirement^  Similis  wai 
wont  frequently  to  ozclalm  that '  now  he  began  to  live  :'  at  his  death,  he  desired 
the  following  inscription  to  be  placed  upon  his  tomb. 

ZIMIAIZ 

EN  TATGA  KBITAI 

BIOTE  MEN  ETH  BBAOMHKONTA 

ZUZAZ  AE  ETH  EHTA 

IJcre  lies  Similis  ; 

In  tke  teventiftA  year  of  kis  age 

But  only  the  teventh  of  kit  Life. 
This  story  is  related  by  Dion  Cassius ;   and  from  him  told  by  Spizelius  in  his 
Jnfdix  Literariut ;  p.  1C7. 

2  o2 
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But  what  has  a  Bibuooraphical  Bohancb  to  do  with 

Love  and  Marriage  ?  Reader  Adieu ! — When  thou  hast 

DothlD^i;  better  deserving  of  perusal  before  thee,  take 

up  these  pages;    and  class  the  author  of  them, 

if  thoQ  ^t,  with  the  Bostons,  or  Smiths,  or 

Norths,  of  "other  times;"  with  those  who 

have  never  wished  to  disturb  the  peace- 

M  haunts  of  intellectual  retirement ; 

and  whose  estate,  moreovw,  like 

Joseph  Scaliger's,    lies 

chiefly    onder    his 

hat 


p.  57.  To  the  list  of  useful  bibliographical  works,  published  about  the  period 
here  designated,  I  might  have  added  the  Lexicon  LUerarium  ot  Thbofhilub 
Gboboius  ;  am  Suppl.  ad  an,  1750.  Leipt,  1742-50,  folio ;  two  thick  and 
closely  printed  Tolumes,  with  an  excellent  chronological  arrangement.  It  is 
not  common  in  this  oountry. 

p.l09.  TheAbb^RiTo  was  also  the  author  of— 1.  NitHee  tTun  Roman  d^Artm 
CvmU  de  Brttagne :  Paris,  1779,  4to.  ftp.  20.  2.  Etrennes  anx  Jowum  <{* 
cartel,  WK  JSdaireittemiau  hittonquei  d  criiiguet  tur  PinvenHon  det  eariea  d 
f<mer ;  Parity  1780, 12mo.  pp.  48.  These  works  are  slightly  commended  in 
the  "AdTertissemenV  to  the  VaUi^  Catalogue,  1788,  pp.  zzr-yj.  They 
are  reviewed  by  a  rival  author. 

p.  210.  Since  writing  the  first  note,  concerning  ibe VAttertio  Septem'Saero' 
maUorum,"  ftc,  I  have  seen  a  magnificent  copy  of  the  same,  printed  UFOif 
VBLLUH,  in  the  library  of  Earl  Spencer;  which  redeems  the  coldness  of  my 
opinion  in  regard  to  books  printed  by  Pynson  upon  vellum.  The  painted 
omamentB,  in  Lord  Spencer's  copy,  were,  in  all  probability,  executed  abroad. 
The  arty  in  our  own  country,  was  then  too  rude  for  such  elegance  of 
deooration. 

p.  404.  I  was  right  in  my  prediction  about  these  Oarlands  being  swallowed  up 
by  some  "  hungry  book-fish  !** '  I  saw  them,  a  few  days  after,  in  the  well- 
furnished  library  of  Attious  :  who  exhibited  them  to  me  in  triumph^ 
grasping  the  whole  of  them  between  his  finger  and  thumb  1  They  are  mar- 
Tellous  well-looking  little  volumes — clean,  bright,  and  "rq'oidng  to  the 
eye  1" — ^many  of  them,  moreover,  are  first  editions  i  The  severest  winter 
cannot  tarnish  the  foliage  <if  such  "Gtolands?" 

p.  828.  Among  the  Illustrated  Granokbs  I  foxgot  to  notice  the  ample 
and  magnificent  copies  belonging  to  the  Karquis  of  Bute  and  Mr.  John 
Towneley. 
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THE   SUPPLEMENT. 

PART  I. 
THE  EVENING  WALK. 


IlIE  scenery  and  the  dialogue  of  this  Part 
are  more  especially  Waltoman.  The  cha- 
racters are  few;  bat  Lysandbr  most  of 
necessity  be  the  Author — aa  he  is  the  prin- 
dpal  actor  in  the  scene,  and  throoghoat  the  entire  work  the 
principal  intelligence  is  derived  from  his  tips.  The 
scene  itaelf  is  not  absolatdy  ideal.  At  the  little 
village  of  •  •  *,  upon  the  xxf^er  grounds,  near  Har- 
low, and  necessarily  commaDding  a  sweep  of  the 
"niames  in  one  of  its  most  richly  wooded  windings, 
there  lived  a  Mr.  Jacobs,  tfae  friend  of  die  adjoining 
Rector,  whose  table  was  as  bonnteooa  as  his  heart 
was  hospitable ;  and  whose  fr«qaent  costom  it  was, 
in  sonuner  months,  to  elicit  sweet  discourse  from  his 
guests,  as  they  sauntered,  ailer  an  early  snpper,  to 
inhale  the  fragrance  of  "  dewy  eve,"  and  to  witness  the 
ascendancy  of  the  moon  in  a  cool  and  dondless  sky.    I 
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have  partaken  more  than  once  of  these  ''Tuscolan" 
discussions ;  and  have  heard  sounds,  and  witnessed  hap- 
piness, such  as  is  not  likely  to  be  my  lot  again.  Philbmon 
is  at  rest  in  his  grave,  as  well  as  Menandbr  and  Sicorax. 
The  two  latter,  it  is  well  known,  were  Tom  Warton  and 
Joseph  Ritson.  "  The  husband  of  poor  Lavinia ''  was  a 
most  amiable  gentleman,  but  timid  to  a  morbid  excess. 
Without  strong  powers  of  intellect,  he  was  tenacious  ot 
every  thing  which  he  advanced,  and  yet  the  farthest  pos- 
sible from  dogmatic  rudeness.  There  are  cankers  that 
eat  into  the  heart  as  well  as  the  cheek ;  and  because  Mr. 
Shacklewell  (the  Nicas  of  my  text)  happened  to  dis- 
cover a  few  unimportant  errors  in  that  husband's  last 
performance,  the  latter  not  only  thought  much  and  often 
about  it,  but  seemed  to  take  it  seriously  to  heart,  and 
scarcely  survived  it  a  twelvemonth. 

GrONZALO,  mentioned  at  page  12,  was  a  Mr.  Jessop; 
an  exceedingly  lively,  inoffensive,  but  not  over  wise 
gentleman;  a  coxcomb  to  excess  in  every  thing;  but 
not  without  vivacious  parts,  which  occasionally  pleased, 
from  the  manner  in  which  they  were  exhibited.  Of 
handsome  person  and  fluent  speech,  he  was  generally 
acceptable  to.  the  fair  sex  ;  but  he  made  no  strong  wdt- 
vidual  impression,  as  he  was  known  to  use  the  same 
current  phrases  and  current  compliments  to  all.  Just 
possible  it  was  that  his  personal  attractions  and  ready 
utterance  were  beginning  to  strike  a  root  or  two  in  some 
one  female  bosom ;  but  it  was  impossible  for  these  roots 
to  penetrate  deeply,  and  take  an  exclusive  hold.  I  believe 
Mr.  Jessop  quitted  the  neighbourhood  of  Marlow  shortly 
after    the    publication    of  the    Bibliomania,    to     return 
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thither  no  more.  Alfonso  was  a  Mr.  M orell ;  a  name 
well  known  in  Oxfordshire.  He  was  always  in  the  same 
false  position,  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  ;  but  I  am 
not  sore  whether  this  be  not  better  ,tlian  a  perpetually 
shifting  folse  position.  Disguise  it  as  you  may^  an 
obstinate  man  is  preferable  to  a  trimmer;  be  he  a 
common  man,  or  an  uncommon  man;  a  lajrman  or  a 
clergyman  ;    "  in  crape,"  or  "  in  lawn.'' 

The  compliment  paid  by  Lysander  (at  pages  18>  19) 
to  Dr.  Vincent,  late  Dean  of  Westminster,  and  head 
master  of  Westminster  School,  were  acknowledged  by 
that,  venerable  and  most  worthy^  as  well  as  erudite, 
character,  in  a  letter  to  me,  which  I  deemed  it  but  an 
act  of  justice  to  its  author  to  publish  in  the  BtbUogra- 
phical  Decamaxm,  vol.  iii.  p.  353.  Poor  Mr.  Barker 
(Edmund  Henry),  who  is  handsomely  mentioned  in  the 
Dean's  letter,  has  very  lately  taken  his  departure  from 
us,  for  thai  quiet  which  he  could  not  find  upon  earth. 
'*  Take  him  for  aU  in  all"  he  was  a  very  extraordinary 
man.  Irritable  to  excess ;  but  ardent  and  ambitious  in 
his  literary  career.  His  industry,  when,  as  in  former 
days,  it  was  at  its  height,  would  have  killed  half  the 
scholars  of  the  time.  How  he  attained  his  fiftieth  year, 
may  be  deemed  miraculous ;  considering  upon  what  a 
tempestuous  sea  his  vessel  of  life  seemed  to  be  embarked. 
Latterly,  he  took  to  politics ;  when — '^  farewell  the 
tranquil  mind!" 
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mention  of  the  Bibliothega  Spbngbriana;  or^  A  de- 
scriptive Catalogue  of  the  early  printed  Books  of  the 
late  Greorge  John  Earl  Spencer,  K.6. ;  comprising,  in  the 
whole,  seven  volumes ;  with  the  addition  of  the  Cassano 
Library,  or  books  purchased  of  the  Duke  of  Cassano,  by 
the  noble  Earl,  when  at  Naples,  in  the  year  1819.  In  the 
*^  Reminiscences  of  my  Literary  Life/*  I  have  given  a 
sort  of  graphic  description  of  this  extensive  work,  and 
of  the  circumstances  attending  its  publication.  That 
work  now  rests  upon  its  own  particular,  and,  I  will  fear- 
lessly add,  solid,  basis.  For  accuracy,  learning,  splen- 
dour, and  almost  interminable  embellishment,  it  may 
seem  at  once  to  command  the  attention,  and  to  challenge 
the  commendation,  of  the  most  fostidious:  but  it  is  a 
flower  which  blooms  more  kindly  in  a  foreign,  than  in  its 
native,  soil.  It  has  obtained  for  me  the  notice  and  the 
applause  of  learned  foreigners;  and  when  I  travelled 
abroad  I  received  but  too  substantial  proofs  that  what 
was  slighted  here  was  appreciated  in  foreign  parts.  Our 
more  popular  Reviews,  which  seem  to  thrive  and  &tten 
best  upon  lean  fare,  passed  this  magnificent  work  over 
in  a  sort  of  sly  or  sullen  silence ;  and  there  is  no  record 
of  its  existence  in  those  of  our  Journals  which  affect  to 
strike  the  key-note  only  of  what  is  valuable  in  science, 
literature,  and  the  fine  arts.  Painful  as  it  must  ever  be 
to  my  feelings  to  contrast  the  avidity  of  former  pur- 
chasers to  become  possessed  of  it  with  the  caprice  and 
non-chalance  which  have  marked  the  conduct  of  those 
possessors  themselves,  I  will  yet  hope  that,  in  the  bosom 
of  the.  Successor  to  this  matchless  Library — as  well  as 
to  the  name  and  fortunes  of  its  late  owner — there  will 
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ever  remain  but  one  feeling,  such  as  no  misconception 
and  no  casnalty  will  serve  to  efface.  It  is  pleasing,  yea, 
soothing,  'midst  the  buffetting  surges  pf  later  life,  to  be 
able  to  keep  the  anchor  of  one's  vessel  toell  bit  in  the 
interstices  of  granite. 

Much  later  than  the  publication  last  alluded  to,  were 
the  sale  catalogues  of  the  Libraries  of  Sir  Mark  Mas- 
TBRMAN  Sykbs,  Bart,  deceased;  the  Rev.  Henry 
Drury  ;  Gbgrgb  Hibbbrt,  Esq.,  deceased ;  and  Sir 
Francis  Frebung,  Bart,  deceased.  They  were  all  sold 
by  Mr.  Evans,  of  PaU  Mall ;  as  well  indeed  as  was  the 
Library  of  the  late  Duke  of  Marlborough,  when  Marquis 
of  Blandford.  What  books !  And  what  prices !  It 
should  seem  that  ''there  were  giants,''  both  in  purse 
and  magnitude  of  metal,  "  in  those  days  \"  But  a  mighty 
''man  in  valour''  has  recentiy  sprung  up  amongst  us; 
who,  spuming  the  acquisition  of  solitary  fofo,  darts 
down  upon  a  whole  Library ,  and  bears  it  off  "at  one 
fell  swoop."  Long  life  to  the  spirit  which  possesses 
him!    It  is  almost  a  national  redemption. 


PART   HI. 


THE  AUCTION-ROOM. 


We  are  here  introdaced  into  one  of  the  most  bustling 
and  gpirit-sttrring  portions  of  the  whole  Work.  It  is 
full  of  characters — alas !  now^  with  only  two  exceptions,, 
mouldering  in  their  coffins!  Philemon  (who  was  one 
of  my  earliest  and  steadiest  friends)  introduces  us  to  a 
character,  which,  under  the  name  of  Orlando,  made 
some  impression  upon  the  public,  as  it  was  thought  to 
represent  Michael  Wodhull,  Esq.,  of  Thenford  HaU, 
near  Banbury ;  an  admirable  Greek  scholar  (the*  trans- 
lator of  Euripides),  and  perhaps  the  most  learned  bib- 
liographer of  his  age.  The  conjecture  of  Orlando  being 
the  representative  of  Mr.  Wodholl  was  not  a  vain  con- 
jecture ;  although  there  were,  necessarily  (I  will  not  say 
^'^X  psuls  that  slightly  varied  from  the  original.  Mr. 
Wodhull  re-appears,  in  his  natural  person,  in  the  JBt&fio- 
graphkal  Decameron,  vol.  iii.  p.  363-6.  Since  the  pub- 
lication of  that  work,  a  curious  history  attaches  to  his 
memory.  Within  a  twelvemonth  of  the  expiration  of 
the  statute  of  limitation,  an  action  at  law,  in  the  shape 
of  an  ejectment,  was  set  on  foot    by    a  neighbouring 
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family,  to  dispossess  the  present  rightful  occopant,  S. 
Sbvbrne,  Esq.,  of  the  beaatifiil  domain  of  Thenfoi 
to  ransack  the  Library ;  to  scatter  abroad  pictures  a 
cariosities  of  every  description ;  on  the  €tlleg«d  gron 
of  insanity,  or  incompetency  to  make  a  will,  on  i 
part  of  Mr.  Wodholl.  As  I  bad  been  very  minute 
the  account  of  Mr.  Wodhnll's  person,  in  the  work  ji 
aUnded  to,  I  became  a  wifttest  'in  the  cause ;  and,  as 
was  bronght  into  Chancery,  my  deposition  was  accor 
ingly  taken.  I  could  have  ndther  reluctance  nor  disii 
clination  to  meet  the  call  of  my  excellent  &iend,  H 
Seveme ;  as  I  was  abundantly  confident  that  the  chaig 
of  "  incompetency  to  make  a  will"  could  not  rest  iipe 
the  slightest  foundation.  It '  was  insinuated,  indeet 
that  the  aster-in-law.  Miss  Ingram,  had  forged  Hi 
WodhuU's  name  to  the  will. 

•  Such  a  conspiracy,  to  defraud  an  honourable  man  an 
Intimate  descendant  of  his  pnqwrty,  is  hardly  npoi 
record ;  for,  waiting  the  accidents  that  might  occur-  b; 
death,  or  otherwise,  in  the  lapse  of  twenty  years,  tbi 
cause  was  brought  into  the  Vice  ChanceUor's  Court  wit] 
the  most  sanguine  hope  of  success.  I  was  preeeu 
daring  one  <d*  the  days  of  argument,  and  heard  my  owi 
letter  read,  of  which  I  had  (contrary  to  my  usual  habits 
taken  a  copy.  The  plaintifib  had  written  to  me  (sop 
pressing  the  fact  of  the  intended  action),  reqnesting  ti 
have  my  opinion  as  to  Mr.  WodhuU's  capability.  I  re 
turned  such  an  answer  as  truth  dictated.  The  Coonsc 
for  the  plainti^  (at  nww  est)  showered  down  upon  th' 
defendant  every  epithet  connected  with  base  fraud  an 
low  cunning,  of  which  the  contents  of  the  brief  a 
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to  warrant  the  avowal.  In  due  course.  Sir  Knight 
Bruce,  now  one  of  the  supernumerary  Vice  Chancellors, 
rose  to  reply.  His  speech  was  one  undisturbed  stream 
of  unclouded  narrative  and  irresistible  reasoning.  The 
Vice  Chancellor  (Shadwell)  gave  judgment;  and  my 
amiable  and  excellent  fiiendi  Mr.  Seveme,  was  not  only 
to  return  in  triumph  to  the  mansion  and  to  the  groves 
which  had  been  built  and  planted  by  his  venerable  an- 
cestor, Mr.  Wodhull,  but  he  was  strongly  advised,  by 
the  incorruptible  judge  on  the  bench,  to  bring  an  action 
against  the  plaintifis  for  one  of  the  foulest  conspiracies 
that  had  ever  been  developed  in  a  court  of  justice.  The 
defendant  might  have  transported  the  whole  kit  of  them. 
But  the  giving  advice,  and  the  following  it  "when  given, 
are  two  essentially  different  things.  A  thousand 
GUINEAS  had  been  already  expended  on  the  part  of  Mr. 
Seveme !  When  does  my  Lord  Brougham  really  mean 
to  reform  the  law  ?  A  recent  publication  ("  Cranmer,  a 
Novel")  has  said,  '^  that  he  applies  sedatives,  when  he 
should  have  recourse  to  operations.*' 

But  the  reader  must  now  hurry  with  me  into  ''The 
Auction  Room.'^  Of  the  whole  group  there  represented, 
iiill  of  life  and  of  action,  two  only  remain  to  talk  of 
the  conquests  achieved  !*  And  Mr.  Hamper,  too — whose 
note,  at  p.  117,  is  beyond  all  price — has  been  lately 
"  gathered  to  his  fathers."  "  Ibimus,  ibimus  !"  But  for 
our  book-heroes  in  the  Auction  Room. 

*  Before  mention  made  of  the  Auction  Room,  there  is  a  long  and  particular 
account  of  the  "  Leetionum  Memorabilium  et  ReoondUarum  Cerit^uirii  XVI,** 
by  John  Wolf,  in  1600,  folio ;  with  a  fac  simile,  by  myself,  of  the  por- 
trait of  the  Author.  It  had  a  great  effect,  at  the  time,  in  causing  copies 
of  this  work  to  be  sedulously  sought  for  and  sold  at  extravagant  prices.  I  have 
known  a  fine  copy  of  this  ugly  book  bring  £8  Ss. 

2p 
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The  first  in  years^  as  well  as  in  celebrity,  is  Lbpidus  ; 
the  representative  of  the  late  Rev.  Dr.  Gosset.     In  the 
Bibliographical  Decameron^  vol.  iii.  p.  5,  ample  mention 
is  made  of  him  ;  and  here  it  is,  to  me,  an  equally  grateful 
and  delightfid  task  to  record  the  worth,  as  well  as  the 
existence,  of  his  two  sons,  Isaac   and    Thomas,  each  a 
minister    of   the    Church    of   England.    The  former   ia. 
covered  with  oUve  branches  as  well  as  with  reputation; 
while  the  latter,  declining  the  "branches"  in  question, 
rests   upon  the  stem  of  his  own  inflexible  worth,  and 
solid  scholastic  attainments.     Mrs.   Gardiner,    the    wife 
of  a    Major    Gardiner,    is    the    only    daughter  of  Dr. 
Gosset;  a  wife,  but  not  a  mother.    The  second  in  the 
ranks  is  Mustapha.     Every  body  quickly  found  out  the 
original  in  Mr.  Gardiner,  a  bookseller  in  Pall  Mall ;  who 
quickly  set  about  repelling  the  attack  here  made  upon 
him,  by  a  long  note  appended  to  the  article  "  Biblio- 
mania,'' in  one  of  his  catalogues.    Gardiner  never  lacked 
courage ;  but,  poor  man  !  his  brains  were  under  no  con- 
troul.     We  met  after  this  reply,  and,  to  the  best  of  my 
recollection,    we    exchanged  ...  smiles.      The    catalogue 
in  question,  not  otherwise  worth  a  stiver,  has  been   sold 
as    high    as    15s.,    in    consequence    of    the     Dibdinian 
flagellation.    Poor  Gardiner!  his  end  was  most  deplorable. 
We  approach  Bernardo,  who  was  intended  to  repre- 
sent the  late  Mr.  Joseph  Haslewood  ;  and    of  whose 
book-fame  a  very  particular,  and  I  would  hope  impar- 
tial, account  will  be   found  in  the  ^^  literary  Remvus- 
cences  of  my  literary  Life."    There  is  no  one  portion  of 
that  work  which  afibrds  me  more  lively    satisfaction    on 
a  re-perusal.     The   cause  of  the  individual  was  merged 
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in  the  cause  of  trtUh.  The  strangest  compound  of  the 
strangest  materials  that  ever  haunted  a  human  brain, 
poor  Bernardo  was,  in  spite  of  himself,  a  man  of  note 
towards  his  latter  days.  Every  body  wondered  what 
was  in  him  ;  but  something,  certainly  worth  the  perusal ; 
oozed  out  of  him  in  his  various  modey   performances; 

«  

and  especially    in  his    edition    of    Drunken    Bamaby's 
Tour,  which  exhibited  the  rare  spectacle  of  an  accurate 
Latin  (as  well  as  English)  text,  by  an  individual  who 
did  not  know  the  dative  singular  from  the  dative  plural 
of  Ate,  hiBC,  hoc !    Haslewood,  however,  **  hit  the  right 
nail  upon  the  head"  when  he  found  out  the  real  author 
Bamaby,  in  Richard  Brathwait ;     from  the  unvarying 
designation    of   "  On  the  Errata,'*  at  the  end  of  Brath- 
wait's  pieces,  which  is  observable  in  that  of  his  '^  Drunken 
Bamaby's  Tour."     It  was  an  €v/>^x<^  ^  its  way  ;   and  the 
late  Mr.   Heber  used  to  shout  alojud,    ''stick  to  thai, 
Haslewood,  and  your  fame  is  fixed!"    He  was  always 
proud  of  it ;     but  lost  sight  of  it  sadly,  as  well  as  of 
almost  every  thing  else,  when  he  composed  ''  The  Box- 
burghe  Bevels,"      Yet  what  could  justify  the  cruelty  of 
dragging  this  piece  of  private  absurdity  before  the  pub- 
lic tribunal,  on  the  death  of  its  author?    Even  in  the 
grave  our  best  friends  may  be  our  worst  foes. 

At  page  196  we  are  introduced  to  Quisquilius,  the 
then  intended  representative  of  Mr.  George  Baker,  of 
St.  Paul's  Churchyard ;  whose  prints  and  graphic  curi- 
osities were  sold  after  his  death  for  several  thousand 
pounds.  Mr.  Baker  did  not  survive  the  publication  of 
the  Bibliomania ;  but  it  is  said  he  got  scent  of  his  de- 
lineated character,    which  ruffled  every   feather    of  his 

2p2 
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plumage.  He  was  thin-skinned  to  excess;  and,  as  far 
as  that  went,  a  HeatUantomorumenos !  Will  this  word 
*'  re-animate  his  clay  ?" 

The  **  short  gentleman,"  called  Rosicrusius,  at  pagre 
127,  must  necessarily  be  the  author  of  the  work.  He 
has  not  grown  taller  since  its  publication,  and  his  coffers 
continue  to  retain  the  same  stinted  condition  as  his  per- 
son. Yet  what  has  he  not  produced  since  that  represen- 
tation of  his  person?  How  has  it  pleased  a  gracious 
Providence  to  endow  him  with  mental  and  bodily  health 
and  stamina,  to  prosecute  labours,  and  to  surmount  dif- 
ficulties, which  might  have  broken  the  hearts,  as  well  as 
the  backs,  of  many  a  wight  "from  five* to  ten  inches 
taller  than  himself!"  I  desire  to  be  grateful  for  this 
prolongation  of  labour  as  well  as  of  life ;  and  it  will  be 
my  heart-felt  consolation ,  even  to  my  dying  hour,  that 
such  "  labour  "  will  be  acceptable  to  the  latest  posterity. 

Yet  a  word  or  two  by  way  of  epilogue.  The  "  Remi- 
niscences'l  contain  a  catalogue  raisonn6  of  such  works 
as  were  published  up  to  the  year  1836.  Since  then  the 
author  has  not  been  idle.  The  "  Tour  into  the  North  of 
England  and  Scotland,"  in  two  super-royal  octavos,  stud- 
ded with  graphic  gems  of  a  variety  of  description — and 
dedicated  to  the  most  illustrious  female  in  Europe,  for 
the  magnificence  of  a  library,  the  fruit  chiefly  of  her 
own  enterprise  and  liberality — has  at  least  proved  and 
maintained  the  spirit  by  which  he  has  been  long  acta- 
ated.  To  re-animate  a  slumbering  taste,  to  bring  back 
the  gay  and  gallant  feelings  of  past  times,  to  make  men 
feel  as  gentlemen  in  the  substitution  of  guineas  for  sAtf- 
Ungs,  still  to  uphold  the  beauty  of  the  press,  and   the 


PART  in.]  ^  SUPPLEMENT.  681 

gplendour  of  marginal  magnitude,  were,  alone,  objects 
worthy  an  experiment  to  accomplish.  But  this  work 
had  other  and  stronger  claims  to  public  notice  and  pa- 
tronage ;  and  it  did  not  fail  to  receive  them.  Six  hun- 
dred copies  were  irrevocably  fixed  in  the  course  of  the 
first  eighteen  months  from  the  day  of  publication,  and 
the  price  of  the  large  paper  has  attained  the  sum  of 
£12.  12s.  Strange  circumstances  have,  however,  here 
and  there,  thrown  dark  shadows  across  the  progress 
of  the  sale. 

If  it  were  pleasing  to  the  Author,  in  the  course  of  his 
Journey,  to  receive  attentions,  and  to  acknowledge  hos- 
pitalities, from  the  gay  and  the  great,  it  were  yet  more 
pleasing  to  hope  and  to  believe  that  such  attentions  and 
hospitalities  had   been    acknowledged  with  feelings  and 

ft 

expressions  becoming  the  character  of  a  gentleman. 
They  have  been  so  ;  as  the  pages  of  the  work  abundantly 
testify.  But  English  courtesy  is  too  frequently  located. 
It  is  a  coin  with  a  feeble  impress,  and  seems  subject  to 
woful  attrition  in  its  circulation.  The  countenance, 
which  beams  with  complacency  on  receiving  a  guest  to 
enliven  a  dull  residence,  in  a  desolate  neighbourhood,  is 
oftentimes  overcharged  with  sadness,  or  collapses  into 
rigidity,  if  the  same  guest  should  come  under  recogni- 
zance in  a  populous  city.  When  I  write  "  Instructions 
for  an  Author  on  his  travels,"  I  will  advise  a  measured 
civility  and  a  constrained  homage: — to  criticise  fear- 
lessly, and  to  praise  sparingly.  There  are  hearts  too 
obtuse  for  the  operations  of  gratitude.  The  Scotch  have 
behaved  worthy  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  "land  of 
cakes."     In  spirit   I   am  ever  present   with   them,    and 
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rambling  'midst  their    mountains  and  passes.      If    an 
Author  may  criticise  his  own  works,  I  should  say  that 
the  preface  to  the  Scotch  Tour  is  the  best  piece  of  com- 
position of  which  I  have  been  ever  guilty. 

How  little  are  people  aware  of  the  pleasure  they 
sometimes  unconsciously  afford !  When  Mr.  James 
Bohn,  the  publisher  of  the  Scotch  Tour,  placed  me,  one 
day,  accidentally,  opposite  a  long  list  of  splendidly 
bound  books,  and  asked  me  ^'  if  I  were  acquainted  with 
their  author?"  I  could  not  help  inwardly  exclaiming... 
"NoN  OMNis  Moriar!"*  I  am  too  poor  to  present 
them  to  my  "  Sovereign  Mistress,  the  Queen  Victoria  ;** 
but  I  did  present  her  Majesty,  in  person,  with  a  magni- 
ficently bound  copy  of  the  Scotch  Tour ;  of  which  the 
acceptance  was .  never  acknowledged  from  the  rojral 
quarter ;  simply  because,  according  to  an  etiquette  which 
seems  to  me  to  be  utterly  incomprehensible,  books  pre- 
sented in  person  are  not  acknowledged  by  the  Donee.  I 
will  not  presume  to  quarrel  with  what  I  do  not  exactly 
understand;  but  I  will  be  free  to  confess  that,  had  1 
been  aware  of  this  mystery,  I  should  have  told  her 
Majesty,  on  presenting  the  volume,  that  "I  had  the 
greater  pleasure  in  making  the  offering,  as  her  illus- 
trious Father  had  been  among  the  earliest  and  warmest 
patrons  of  my  book-career  ;  and  that  the  work  in  ques- 
tion contained  no  faithless  account  of  one  of  the  most 
interesting  portions  of  her  dominions."  This  copy  for 
the  Queen  had  a  special  vellum  page,  on  w.hich  the  De- 
dication, or  Inscription,  was  printed  in   letters  of  gold. 

*  This  magnifioeot  set  of  books,  not  o^  upon  large  paper,  was  valued  at  £84. 
It  has  been  since  sold  to  Lord  Bradford. 
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At  length  we  approach  the  once  far-famed  Atticus: 
the  once  illustrious  Richard  Heber,  Esq.,  the  self- 
ejected  member  of  the  University  of  Oxford.  Even  yet 
I  sc^cely  know  how  to  handle  this  subject,  or  to  expa- 
tiate upon  a  theme  so  extraordinary,  and  so  provocative 
of  the  most  contradictory  feelings.  But  it  were,  better 
'  to  be  brief;  as,  in  fact,  a  very  long  account  of  Mr. 
Heber's  later  life  will  be  found  in  my  Reminiscences,  and 
there  is  little  to  add  to  what  those  pages  contain.  It 
may  be  here  only  necessary  to  make  mention  of  the  sale 
of  his  wonderful  library;  wonderful  in  all  respects — not 
less  from  the  variety  and  importance  of  its  contents, 
thai  from  the  unparalleled  number  of  duplicate  volumes 
— even  of  works  of  the  first  degree  of  rarity.  Of  the 
latter,  it  may  suffice  to  observe  that,  of  the  editio  prin- 
ceps  of  Plato,  there  were  not  fewer  than  ten  copies  ;  and 
of  that  of  Aristotle,  five  or  six  copies :  each  the  pro- 
duction of  the  Aldine  Press.  Several  of  these  Platonic 
copies  were,  to  my  knowledge,  beautiful  ones  ;  and  what 
more  than  one  such  '^beautiful  copy"  need  mortal  man 
desire  to  possess?  I  believe  the  copy  of  the  Plato 
bought  at  the  sale  of  Dr.  Heath's  library  in  1810  was, 
upon  the  whole,  the  most  desirable.*  fioth  works  are 
fi*om  the  press  of  the  elder  Aldus. 
It  may  be  observed,  as  mere  preliminary  matter,  that 

*  The  Rt.  Hon.  Thomas  Grenyille  possesses  a  copy  of  this  first  edition  (from 
the  library  of  the  Rev.  Theodore  Williams)  in  an  uncut  state.  It  may  defy  all 
competition.  There  is,  however,  in  the  Spencer  library,  at  Althorp,  described  by 
me  in  the  second  volume  of  the  Bibliotheca  Spmcoianay  a  very  beautiful  copy, 
delicately  ruled  with  red  lines,  which  may  be  pronounced  as  almost  in  its 
primitive  state.  The  leaves  "  discourse  most  eloquently"  as  you  turn  them  over  : 
and  what  sound,  to  the  ears  of  a]  thorough  bred  bibliomaniac,  can  be  moro 
"musical  ?" 
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it  was  once  in  contemplation  to  publish  the  literary  life 
of  Mr.  Heber ;  and  an  impression  comes  across  my  mind 
that  I  had  tendered  my  services  for  the  labour  in  ques- 
tion.    The  plan   was  however  abandoned — and  perhaps 
wisely.    There  was  also  to  have  been  a  portrait  prefixed, 
from  the  pencil  of  Mr.  Masquerier,  the  Ofdy  portrait  of 
him — in  later  life — ^but  the  strangest  whims  and  vagariei 
attended  the  surrendering,  or  rather  the  not  surrendering, 
of  the  portrait  in  question.      I  am  in  possession  of  a 
correspondence  upon  this  subject  which  is   perfecdy  sd 
generis.    The  library  of  Mr.  Heber  was  consigned  to  die 
care  and  discretion  of  Messrs.  Pajnie  and  Foss — ^book- 
sellers of  long  established  eminence  and   respectabiity. 
It  was  merely  intended  to  be  an  alphabetical,  sale  cita- 
iogue,   with    no  other    bibliographical    details  than  the 
scarcity  or  curiosity  of  the  article  warranted.     It  vas 
also  of  importance  to  press  the  sale,  or   sales,  with  Ul 
convenient  dispatch :    but    the  mass    of  books    was  so 
enormous  that  two  years  (1834-6)  were  consumed  in  tie 
dispersion  of  them,   at  home ;    to  say  nothing  of  what 
was  sold   in  Flanders,  at  Paris,  and  at  Neuremberg.    I 
have  of  late  been  abundantly  persuaded   that  the  acqii- 
sition   of  books — anywhere,   and  of  whatever  kind — ^b«- 
came  an  ungovernable  passion  with  Mr.   Heber;     and 
that  he  was  a  Bibliomaniac    in  its  strict  as  well   a^ 
enlarged  sense.      Of  his  library  at  Neuremberg  he   had 
never  seen  a  volume;  but  he  thought  well  of  it,   as   it 
was  the  identical  collection  referred  to  by  Panzer,  among 
his  other  authorities,  in  his  Typographical  Annals.      Of 
the  amount  of  its  produce,  when  sold,  I  am  ignorant. 
I   have  said  that  the   Catalogue,  which  consisted   of 
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XII  parts  (exclasively  of  a  portion  of  foreign  books^ 
which  were  sold  by  the  late  Mr.  Wheatiey)  was  intended 
merely  to  be  a  sale  catalogue,  without  bibliographical 
remarks ;  but  I  must  except  Parts  II,  IV,  and  XI :  the 
first  of  these  containing  the  Drama,  the  second  the 
English  Poetry,  and  the  third  the  Mamiscripts — ^which, 
comparatively,  luxuriate  in  copious  ^and  apposite  de- 
scription. **  Si  sic  omnia !"  but  it  were  impracticable. 
I  believe  that  the  Manuscript  Department,  comprised  in 

about  1720  articles,  produced  upwards  of  £5000.  It 
may- not  be  amiss  to  subjoin  the  following  programme. 

Part.  r.  7486  articles  ;  Sold  by  Sotheby 

II.  6590  Ditto 

III.  5056  Ditto 

IV.  3067  Sold  by  Evans 

V.  5693 Sold  by  Wheatiey 

VI.  4666  Sold  by  Evans 

VII.  6797  Ditto 

VIII.  3170  Ditto 

IX.  3218  Sold  by  Sotiieby 

X.  3490  Ditto 

XI.  1717  — Sold  by  Evans 

XII.  1690 Sold  by  Wheatiey 

From  which  it  should  seem,  first  that  the  total  num- 
ber of  articles  was  nearly  fifty  three  thousand— a.  number 
that  almost  staggers  belief;  and  places  the  collections 
of  Tom  Rawlinson  and  the  Earl  of  Oxford  at  a  very 
considerable  distance  behind ;  although  the  latter,  for 
condition  (with  one  exception),  has  never  been  equalled, 
and  perhaps  will  probably  never  be  surpassed.    Secondly, 
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if  it  be  a  legitimate  mode  of  computation — taking  two 
books  for  each  article,  one  with  another,  throughout  the 
entire  catalogue — it  will  follow  that  the  entire  library  of 
Mr.  Heber,  in  England,  contained  not  fewer  than  one 
hundred  and  five  thousand  volumes.  The  net  amount  of 
the  SAX.E  of  this  unparalleled  mass  of  books  is  said  to 
have  been  £55,000 :  a  large  sum,  when  the  deductions 
from  commissionship  and  the  government-tax  be  taken 
into  consideration.*  Dr.  Harwood  thought  that  the 
sale  of  Askew  Library  was  a  remarkable  one,  from  its 
bringing  a  guinea  per  article--one  with  another — of  the 
4015  articles  of  which  the  library  was  composed.  The 
history  of  the  Heber  Sale  might  furnish  materials  for  a 
little  jocund  volume,  which  can  have  nothing  to  do  here ; 
although  there  is  more  than  one  party,  mixed  up  with 
the  tale,  who  will  find  anjrthing  but  cause  of  mirth  in  the 
recital.  That  such  a  Monument,  as  this  library,  should 
have  been  sufiered  to  crumble  to  pieces,  without  a 
syllable  said  of  its  owner,  is,  of  all  the  marvellous 
occurrences  in  this  marvellous  world,  one  of  the  most 
marvellous :  and  to  be  deprecated  to  the  latest  hour. 
Yet,  who  was  surrounded  by  a  larger  troop  of  friends 
than  the  Individual  who  raised  the  Monument  ? 

One  anecdote  may  be  worth  recording.  The  present 
venerable  and  deeply  learned  President  of  Magdalen 
College,  Oxford,  told  me  that,  on  casting  up  the  number 
of  odd— or  appendant  volumes,  (as  2  or  12  more)  to  the 
several  articles  in  the  catalogue — he  found  it  to  amount 
to /our  thousand.       Now,  prim&  facie,  it  seems  hardly 

*  These  deductions,  united,  are  about  17  per  cent :    nearly  £10,000  to  be 
deducted  from  the  gross  proceeds. 
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credible  that  there  should  have  been  such  a  namber^  in 
such  a  library^  not  deserving  of  mention  as  distinct 
articles:  but  it  must  be  taken  into  consideration  that 
Mr.  Heber  bought  numy  lots  for  the  sake  of  one  par- 
ticular book :  and,  considering  the.  enormous  extent  of 
his  library,  it  is  not  a  very  violent  supposition,  or  in- 
ference, that  these  4000  volumes  were  scarcely  deserving 
of  a  more  particular  notice. 

PoNTEVALLO  was  the  late  John  Dent,  Esq.,  whose 
library  was  sold  in  1827 ;  and  of  which  library  that  ot 
the  late  Robert  Heathcote  formed  the  basis.  It  contained 
much  that  was  curious,  scarce,  and  delectable ;  but  the 
sale  of  it  exhibited  the  first  grand  melancholy  Sjrmptoms 
of  the  decay  of  the  Bibliomania.  The  Swejniheym  and 
Pannartz  Livy  of  1469,  upon  vellum,  was  allowed  to 
be  knocked  down  for  £262 !  Mr.  Evans,  who  had  twice 
before  sold  that  identical  volume — first,  in  the  sale  of 
Mr.  Edwards's  library  (see  Bibliographical  Decameron, 
vol.  iii.  p. — )  and  secondly  in  that  of  the  late  Sir  M.  M. 
Sykes,  Bart,  (who  had  purchased  the  book  for  £782) — 
did  all  that  human  powers  could  do,  to  obtain  a  higher 
bidding — but  Messrs.  Payne  and  Foss,  with  little  more 
than  the  breathing  of  competition,  became  the  purchasers 
at  the  very  moderate  sum  first  mentioned.  From  them 
it  seemed  to  glide  naturally,  as  well  as  necessarily,  into 
the  matchless  collection  of  the  Rt.  Hon.  Thomas  Gren- 
ville.  I  yet  seem  to  hear  the  echo  of  the  clapping  ot 
Sir  M.  M.  Sykes's^hands,  when  I  was  the  herald  of  the  in- 
telligence of  his  having  become  the  purchaser !  These 
echoes  have  all  died  away  now:  unless  indeed  they  are 
likely  to  be  revived  by  a  Holford  or  a  Bottfjeld. 
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Hortensias  was  the  late  Sir  William  Bolland,  Knt : 
and^  a  few  years  before  his  death,  one  of  the  Barons  of 
his  Majesty's  Exchequer.  He  died  in  his  68th  year. 
He  was  an  admirable  man  in  all  respects.  I  Itove  those 
who  composed  the  domestic  circle  of  which  he  was  the 
delightful  focus,  to  expatiate  upon  that  worth  and  ex- 
cellence of  which  they  were  the  constant  witnesses  and 
participators — 


« 


He  best  Bhall  paint  tbem  who  shall /ee2  thiin  mosi." 


To  me,  the  humbler  task  is  assigned  of  recording  what 
is  only  more  particularly  connected  with  fiOOKS  and 
VIRTU.  And  yet  1  may,  not  very  inappositely,  make  a 
previous  remark.  On  obtaining  a  seat  upon  the  bench, 
the  first  circuit  assigned  to  him  was  that  of  ^^the 
Oxford."  It  proved  to  be  heavy  in  the  criminal  Calen- 
dar :  and  Mr.  Baron  Bolland  had  to  pass  sentence  of 
death  upon  three  criminals.  A  maiden  circuit  is  rarely 
so  marked ;  and  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  the 
humane  and  warm-hearted  feelings  of  the  Judge  were 
never  before,  or  afterwards,  subjected  to  so  severe  a 
trial.  It  was  a  bitter  and  severe  struggle  with  all  the 
kindlier  feelings  of  his  heart.  But  our  theme  is  books. 
His  library  was  sold  by  public  auction,  under  Mr. 
Evans's  hammer,  in  the  autumn  of  1840.  One  anecdote, 
connected  with  his  books,  is  worth  recording.  In  my 
Decameron,  vol.  iii.  p.  267,  mention  will  be  found  of  a 
bundle  of  poetical  tracts,  belonging  to  the  Chapter- 
library  at  Lincoln,  round  which,  on  my  second  visit  to 
that  library,  I  had,  in  imitation  of  Captain  Cox  (see 
page  —  ante,),  entwined  some   whip-cord  around  them — 
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setting  them  apart  for  the  consideration  of  the  Dean 
and  Chapter,  whether  a  second  time,  I  might  not  be- 
come a  purchaser  of  some  of  their  book-treasures  ?  I 
had  valued  them  at  fourscore  guineas.  The  books  in 
question  will  be  found  mentioned  in  a  note  at  page  267 
of  the  third  volume  of  the  Bibliographical  Decameron. 

I  had  observed  as  follows  in  the  work  just  referred 
to,  "What  would  Hortensius  s?iy  to  the  gathering  of 
such  flowers,  to  add  to  the  previously  collected  Lincoln 
Nosegay  ?"  The  reader  will  judge  of  my  mingled  plea- 
sure and  surprise  (dashed  however  with  a  few  grains  of 
disappointment  on  not  becoming  the  proprietor  of  them 
myself)  when  the  Baron,  one  day,  after  dining  with 
him,  led  me  to  his  book-case,  and.  pointing  to  these 
precious  tomes,  asked  me  if  I  had  ever  seen  them  b9fore  ? 
For  a  little  moment  I  felt  the  "  Obstupui"  of  ^neas. 
"  How  is  this  V*  exclaimed  I.  "  The  secret  is  in  the 
vault  of  the  Capulets  "  —  replied  my  Friend  —  and  it 
never  escaped  him.  "Those  are  the  identical  books 
mentioned  in  your  Decameron."  Not  many  years  after- 
wards I  learnt  from  the  late  Benjamin  Wheatley  that  he 
had  procured  them  on  a  late  visit  to  Lincoln  ;  and  that 
my  price, .  aflixed,  was*  taken  as  their  just  value.  Of 
these  Linclonian  treasures,  one  volume  alone — ^the  Rape 
of  Lucrece— brought  one  hundred  guineas  at  the  sale 
of  the  Judge's  library,  beginning  on  the  18th  of  No- 
vember, 1840.  See  No.  2187 ;  where  it  should  seem 
that  only  four  other  perfect  copies  are  kno>vn. 

The  library  of  the  late  Mr.  Baron  Bolland,  consisting 
af  2940  articles,  brought  a  trifle  more  than  a  guinea  per 
article.     It  was  choice,  curious,  and  instructively  mis- 


590  SUPPLEMENT.  [pabt  m. 

cellaneons.  Its  owner  was  ^  man  of  taste  as  well  as  a 
scholar ;  and  the  crabbed  niceties  of  his  profession  had 
neither  chilled  his  heart  nor  clouded  his  judgment.  He 
revelled  in  his  small  cabinet  of  English  Coins;  which 
he  placed^  and  almost  worshipped,  among  his  fire-side 
lares.  They  were,  the  greater  part  of  them,  of  precious 
die — in  primitive  lustre ;  and  he  handled  them,  and  ex- 
patiated on  them,  with  the  enthusiasm  of  a  Snelling, 
and  the  science  of  a  Foulkes.  His  walls  were" covered 
with  modem  pictures,  attractive  from  historical  or  taste- 
ful associations.    There  was  nothing  but  what  seemed  to 

''point  a  moral,  or  adorn  a  tale." 

His  passion  for  books  was  of  the  largest  scale  and  di- 
mensions, and  marked  by  every  species  of  almost  envi- 
able enthusiasm.  His  anecdotes,  engrafted  on  them, 
were  racy  and  sparkling ;  and  I  am  not  quite  sure 
whether  it  was  not  in  contemplation  by-  him  to  build 
a  small  ^^oratoire"  to  the  memories  of  Caxton  and 
Wjnkyn  De  Worde.  He  considered  the  folios  of  the 
latter,  in  the  fifteenth  century,  to  be  miracles  of  typo- 
graphical execution;  and,  being  a  poet  himself,  would 
have  been  in  veritable  ecstacies  had  he  lived  to  see  the 
UNIQUE  Chaucer  of  1498,  which  it  was  my  good  luck 
to  obtain  for  the  library  of  the  Rt.  Hon.  Thomas  Gren- 
ville.  I  will  add  but  a  few  specimens  of  his  library — 
No.  £    s.    d, 

26  Armony  of  Byrdes,  printed  by  Wyght. 
12mo.,  a  poem,  in  six  line  stanzas. 
Mr.  Heber's  copy.  A  little  volume  of 
indescribable  rarity 12  15    0 
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No.  £    8.    d. 
221    Arnold's  Chronicle,  4to.y  printed  at  An- 
twerp, by  Doesborch  (1502)  ? &    2    6 

406  Boccus  and  Sydracke,  printed  by  God- 
firay,  at  the  wits  and  charge  of  Robert 
Saltousde,  Monke  of  Canterbury,  4to.    5    8    6 

1092    Cicero  de  Officiis,  Ulric  Zel 1111    0 

1156  Chaucer's  Troylus  and  Cresseyde,  printed 
byPynson.  (1526.)  Folio.  This  vo- 
lume had  been  successively  in  the 
libraries  of  Hubert,  the  Duke  of  Rox- 
burghe,  and  Mr.  Herbert.    It  was  in 

parts  imperfect 25    0    0 

1255    Marston's  Scourge  of  Villanie.    (1598.) 

12mo.     First  edition  :  of  terrific  rarity  18    5    0 
1624    Glanville,     de    Froprietatibus    Rerum. 

Frinted  by  W.  de  Worde.     Folio  17    0    0 

1848  HoUand's  Heroologia  Anglica.  (1620.) 
Folio.    So  tall  a  copy  that  it  had  the 

appearance  of  large  paper 8    2    6 

2138    Shakspeare's  Venus  and  Adonis.  (1596.) 

12mo.    Third  edition   91    0    0 

2187    Shakspeare's    Lucrece.      First    edition. 

1594.    Quarto 105    0    0 

(This  was  the  Lincoln-Chapter  copy.) 
The  entire  produce  of  the  sale  was  £3019. 
Ulpian,  the  associate  of  Hortensius,  was,  and  is  (I 
rejoice  to  add)  a  Barrister-at-Law,  and  one  of  the  six 
Clerks  in  Chancery.'  In  the  Decameron,  vol.  iii.  p. — , 
he  appears  under  the  more  euphonous  as  well  as  genial 
name  of  Falmerin:    but    the  "hermitage"    there    de- 
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scribed  has  been  long  deserted  by  its  master  and  mis- 
tress— who  have  transferred  their  treasures  and  cariosi- 
ties to  the  sea-girt  village,  or  rather  town,  of  Ryde  and 
its  vicinity :  where  stained-glass  windows  and  velvet 
bound  tomes  are  seen  to  yet  greater  advantage.  Leontbs, 
mentioned  at  page  133,  was  the  late  Jambs  Bindley, 
Esq. — of  whom  a  few  interesting  particulars  will  be 
found  in  the  third  volume  of  my  Bibliographical  De- 
cameron. He  died  before  the  publication  of  this  latter 
work.  Sir  Tristrem  was  the  late  Sir  Walter  Scott 
— ^then  in  the  effulgence  of  poetical  renown  !  Prospero 
was  the  late  Francis  Douce,  Esq.  My  Reminiscences 
make  copious  mention  of  these    celebrated    characters. 

AuRELius  was  intended  as  the  representative  of  the 
late  George  Chalmers,  Esq. — ^the  most  learned  and  the 
most  celebrated  of  all  the  Antiquarians  and  Historians 
of  Scotland.  His  Caledonia  is  a  triumphant  proof  of 
his  giant-powers.  Never  before  did  an  author  encounter 
such  vast  and  various  difficulties :  never  was  such  thick 
darkness  so  satisfactorily  dispersed.  It  is  a  marvellous 
work,  in  four  large  quarto  volumes ;  but  so  indifferently 
printed,  and  upon  such  wretched  paper,  that  within  the 
next  century,  perhaps,  not  six  copies  of  it  will  be  found 
entire.  The  less  laborious  works  of  Mr.  Chalmers  were 
statistical  and  philological.  Of  the  latter,  his  tracts 
relating  to  Shakspeare,  and  his  Life  of  Mary  Queen  of 
Scots  may  be  considered  the  principal. 

On  the  death  of  Mr.  George  Chalmers  in  1823,  his 
nephew  became  possessed  of  his  library  ;  and  on  the 
death  of  the  nephew,  in  1841,  it  was  placed  by  the 
executors  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Evans,  who  brought  the 
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first  part  to  sale  on  the  27th  of  September,  1841.  It 
consisted  of  2292  articles^  and  produced  the  sum  of 
£2190.  The  Second  Part  was  brought  to  the  same 
hammer,  on  February  27, 1842,  and  produced  the  sum  of 
£1918  2s.  6d.  It  is  on  the  latter  part  that  I  am  disposed 
to  dwell  more  particularly,  because  it  was  so  eminently 
rich  in  Shakspearian  lore ;  and  because,  at  this  present 
moment,  the  name  of  our  immortal  dramatist  seems  to 
be  invested  with  a  fresh  halo  of  incomparable  lustre. 
The  first  edition  of  his  smaller  works  has  acquired  most 
extraordinary  worth  in  the  book-market.  The  second 
part  of  Mr.  Chalmers's  collection  shews  that  the  Sannets 
of  1595  produced  a  hundred  guineas ;  while  the  Rape  of 
Lucrece  (which,  perhaps,  no  human  being  has  ever  had 
the  perseverance  to  read  through)  produced  £105  in  a 
preceding  sale:  see  page  591.  The  Venm  and  Adonis 
has  kept  close  pace  with  its  companions. 
We  may  now  revel  among  the  rarities  of  the  first 

PART  of  this  extraordinary  collection — 

No.  £    8,    d, 

123  Bale's  Comedy  concemynge  thre  Lawas 
of  Nature,  Moses  and  Christ,  corrupted 
by  the  Sodomytes,  Pharisees  and  Pa- 
pystes  most  wicked,  wants  the  title,  first 
edition,  curious  portrait  of  the  Author, 
excessively  rare.  Inprented  per  Nicho- 
laum  Bamburgensem,  1538 10    0    0 

488     Wilkins'  Concilia  Magnae  Britanniae  et 

Hibemise,  4  vols.  1737.     Folio  25    0    0 

[Such  a  price  is  one  among  the  lew  liarmless  fruits  of 

the  Puseian  Controversy  !] 

2  Q 
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No.  £    8.    d. 

958    Churchyard's  Worthiness  of  Wales,  first 

edition,  very  rare,  1587.    Quarto  24    0    0 

[In  my  earlier  days  of  Book-collecting,  I  obtained  a 

copy   of  this  most  rare  volume,  in  an  uncut  state,  from 

a   Mr,    Keene,   of  Hammersmith,   who  asked  me  '^  if  I 

thought  JuUf-a-guinea  an  extravagant  price  for   it?"     I 

unhesitatingly  replied  in  the  negative.    Not  long  after, 

the  late   Mr.  Sancho,  who  succeeded   Mr.  Payne,  at  the 

Mews   Gate,   went '  on   his  knees  to   me,  to  purchase  it 

for  tux)  guineas!    His  attitude  was  too  humble  and  the 

tone  of  his   voice   too   supplicatory  to  be  resisted.     He 

disposed  of  it  to  his  patron-friend,  the   Hon.  S.    Elliott, 

for  five  pounds  five   shillings.     Mr.   Elliott   had  a  very 

choice  library;   and   was   himself  a  most    amiable   and 

incomparable  man.       It  is  some  twenty-five  years  since 

I  first  saw  him  at  the  late  Earl  Spencer's,  at  Althorp.] 

960  Churchyard.  The  Firste  of  Church- 
yardes  Chippes,  containinge  Twelue  se- 
uerall    Labours,     green     morocco,     gilt 

leaves,  1578  0    0    0 

The  Second  Part  of  Churchyard's  Chips  was  never 
published. 

961  Churchyard's  Generall  Rehearsall  of 
Warres,  called  Churchyardes  Choise, 
imprinted  by  White,  1579  7    7    0 

The  latter  part  of  this  Work  is  in  Verse,  and  some 
have  supposed  that  Churchyard  intended  it  to  form  the 
Second  Part  of  his  Chips. 

1146    Gascoyne's    Delicate    Diet    for   Daintie 
Mouthde  Droonkardes,  excessively  rare ; 
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No. 


£,    8,    d. 


only  one  other  copy  known,  namely,  that 
which  was  in  the  Libraries  of  G.  Steevens 
and  R.  Heber. — See  Heber's  Catalogue, 
part  iv.  no.  771.     Imprinted  by  Johnes, 

1576 11  11    0 

1102    Wolsey's  Grammar,     Rudimenta 

Grammatices  et  Docendi  Methodus 
Scholse  Gypsuichianae  per  Thomam  Car- 
dinalem     Ebor,    institutam,    &c.,    rare, 

Antv.1536 4  19    0 

The    Preface,    containing   directions   for  the   Conduct 
of  the   School,   is   written   by   Cardinal    Wolsey.    The 
Grammar  is  by  Dean  Colet  and  Lilly. 
1295    The  Complete  History  of  Cornwall,  Part 
XL,  being   the   Parochial   History,  (by 

William  Hals,)  extremely  rare  15    0    0 

This  is  one  of  the  rarest  books  in  the  class  of  British 
Topography.    The  first  part  was  nevelr  printed,  it   has 
therefore  no  general  title.    A  copy  is  in  the   library  of 
the  Right  Hon.  Thomas  Grenville. 
1314    Patrick    Hannay's   Nightingale,   Shere- 
tine,  Happy  Husband,  Songs,   Sonnets, 
&c.,  with  the  frontispiece,  including  the . 
extremely  rare  Portrait  of  Patrick  Han- 
nay,  an  excessively   rare  volume  when 

perfect,  1622 13    5    0 

We  believe  only  one  other  perfect  copy  is  known, 
that  which  was  successively  in  the  Libraries  of  Bindley, 
Perry,  Sykes,  and  Rice.  No  poetical  volume  in  the 
libraries   of  these   celebrated   collectors   excited  a  more 

lively  interest,  or  a  keener  competition.     This  was  ob- 

2  g  2 
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No.  £    ».    d, 

tained   by   Mr.   Chalmers  at   Pinkerton's  sale  in    1812. 

The  Portrait  of  Haiinay  is  a  g^eat  desideratum  to  the 

Granger  Collectors. 

1436  Button's  (Henry  Dunelmensis)  Follic's 
Anatomie,  or  Satjrrs  and  Satyricall 
Epigrams,  1629.     12mo  11  11    0 

1461  De  Foe.  Review  of  the  Affairs  of  France 
and  of  all  Europe,  as  influenced  by  that 
Nation,  with  Historical  Observations  on 
Public  Affairs,  and  an  entertaining  part 
in  every  sheet  (by  Defoe),  8  vols.,  ex- 
cessively rare.    The  most  perfect   copy 

known,  1705 41     0    0 

This  is  the  great  desideratum  of  all  the  collectors  of 

De  Foe's  works.     It  is  the  most  perfect  copy  known  ; 

that  which  approaches  it  the  nearest  is  the  copy  in  the 

British  Museum ;  but  that  only  extends  to  6  vols. 

1508  Cronycle  of  Englonde  wyth  the  Frute  of 
Tymes,  compyled  by  one  somtyme 
Mayster  of  Saynt  Albons.  Newly  en- 
prynted  by  Wynkyn  de  Worde,  1497. 
The  Descrypcyon  of  Englonde  (in 
Prose),  also  the  Descrypcyon  of  the 
Londc  of  Wales,  in  verse,  emprynted  by 
me  Wynkyn  de  Worde,  1498, 2  vols,  in  1. 
.     The  first  editions  by  Wynkyn  de  Worde, 

extremely  rare  48     0     0 

1738  Fulwell's  (Ulpian)  Flower  of  Fame,  con- 
taining the  bright  renowne  and  most 
fortunate  raigne  of  King  Henry  VIII., 
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No.  £    i.    d 
wherein  is  mentioned  of   matters,  by  the 
rest  of  our  Cronographers  ouerpassed,  in 
verse    and    prose,    extremely    rare,    im- 
printed by  Hoskins,  1575 9    2    0 

See  an    account  of  this  very    curious  work    in  the 

Censura  Literaria,   vol.    5,    p.    164  to  168,   written  by 

Gilchrist.        It    was     described     firom    the     late    Mr. 

Neunberg's  Copy,  which  was  sold  for. £30.  9*. 

1739  Fulwell  (Ulpian),  The  First  Parte  of  the 
Eighth  Liberall  Science :  entituled  Ars 
Adulandi,  the  Arte  of  Flatterie,  first  edi- 
tion, excessively  rare,  title  mended,  a 
piece  wanting  in  the  centre.  4to.  Im- 
printed by  Jones,  1579 17    0    0 

1877  (Marlowe)  the  true  Tragedie  of 
Richarde  Duke  of  Yorke,  and  the  Death 

of  Good  King  Henrie  the  Sixt,  with  the 

whole     contention    betweene     the     two 

• 

Houses  Lancaster  and  Yorke,  as  it  was 
sundrie  times  acted  by  the  Right  Hon- 
ourable the  Earle  of  Pembroke,  his 
servants,  first  edition,  excessively  rare, 
and  believed  to  be  unique,  very  fine 
copy,   printed   at  London  by   P.S.   1595. 

4to 131    0    0 

[I  refer  with  pleasure  to  Mr.  Evans'  long,  learned, 
and  satisfactory  note  upon  this  most  precious  volume  • 
which  I  had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  in  the  Bodleian 
Library,  for  which  it  was  purchased  by  Mr.  Rodd,  the 
bookseller.] 
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No.  £  «.  <r 

1965  Greene  in  Ck>nceipt.  New  raised  firom  his 
grave  to  write  the  Tragique  History  of 
Faire  Valeria  of  London,  by  J.  D(icken- 
son),  very  rare.    4to.    1598 15  15    0 

1983  Hake,  of  Gold's  Kingdom,  described  in 

sundry  poems,  1604, 12mo 13    0    0 

1984  Haklayt.  Divers  Voyages  touching  the 
Discoverie  of  America,  and  the  Islands 
adjacent  unto  the  same,  made  first  of  all 
by  our  Englishmen,  and  afterwards  by 
the  Frenchmen  and  Britons,  with  both 
the  maps,  excessively  rare,  only  one 
other  copy  known  to  contain  the  two 
maps.     Imprinted  by  Woodcocke,  1582. 

4to 25     0    0 

2209  Hogarde  (Myles)   19     5    0 

"  A  Mirrour  of  Loue, 

Which  such  light  doth  giue. 
That  all  men  may  leame. 
How  to  loue  and  Hue." 

Imprinted  by  Caly,  1555. 

PART  II. 

163  Fraunce's  (Abraham)  Lamentations  of 
Amintas  for  the  death  of  Phillis,  a  Poem  ; 
excessively  rare  ,...  20  10     0 

164  Fyssher's  (Jhon,  Student  of  Oxford) 
Poems  written  in  Dialogue,^  wants  the 
title  and  part  of  a  leaf,  extremely  rare. 
Imprinted  by  John  Tisdale,  1558 9     9     0 


PART  in.]     -:;  SUPPLEMENT.  599 

No.  £    ».    d, 

171  Gascoigne's    Whole  Woorkes,    with  the 

Comedy    of    Supposes    and    the    Steele 
Glasse^  best  edition,   very  fine  copy,  in 

Russia.     Imprinted  by  Jesse,  1587 10  15    0 

At  the  end  of  the  Volume  there  is  a  Tract  by  Gas- 
coigne,  entitled   "Certain  Notes  of  Instruction  concern- 
ingf  the  Making  of  verses,  or  Rimes,   in  English."    The 
Tract  is  not  mentioned  in  the  list  of  contents  on  the 
title  and  the  four  leaves  very  rarely  occur. 
450  Marshall's  (George)  Compendious -Treat- 
ise, in   Metre,  declaring  the'  Firste  Origi- 
nall  of  Sacrifice,  and  of  the  buylding  of 
A^ultars  and  Churches,  a  Poem,  extremely 

lare.    Cawood,  1534  20  10    0 

479  Harvey's  (Gabriel)  Foure  Letters  and 
certaine  Sonnets,  especially  touching 
RO>ert  Greene  and  other  Parties  by  him 

abustd.     Printed  by  Wolfe,  1592 10  10    0 

Gabriel  Earvey  was  the  intimate  friend  of  Spenser. 
The  immediite  occasion  of  Harvey's  writing  these 
letters  was  to  jesent  Greene's  attack  on  his  Father ;  but 
the  permanent  nine  of  the  Volume  is  the  very  interest- 
ing notices  Harvty  gives  of  his  literary  contemporaries. 
The  work  concludis  with  a  Sonnet  of  Spenser,  addressed 
to  Harvey. 
470  Meeting  of  Galants  at  an  Ordinarie,  or 
the  Walkes  of  P*wles,  very  scarce,  1604. 

12mo 15  15    0 

This  scarce    and  curous    little  volume  is  not  men- 
tioned   by    Lowndes.     'Jhe    work    commences    with  a 
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Poetical  Dialogue  between  Warre,  Famine,  and  Pesti- 
lence. The  Tales  of  my  Landlord  then  follow,  "  Where 
the  Fatte  Host  telles  Tales  at  the  upper  ende  of  the 
Table."  Mine  host,  however,  does  not  have  all  the  con- 
versation  to  himself.  The  guests  take  a  very  fair  share. 
One  of  the  interlocutors,  Gingle-Spur,  alludes  to  one  of 
Shakspeare's  Plays.  "This  was  a  prettie  Comedy  <f 
Errors,  my  round  Host." 

[I  shall  place  all  the  Shakspbarian  Articles  come- 
cutively  ;  that  the  Reader  may  observe  in  what  a  npid 
ratio  their  pecuniary  value  has  increased.  Of  the  ion- 
nets,  the  Right  Hon.  Thomas  Grenville  possesses  one 
copy,  and  Thomas  Jolley,  Esq.,  another.  The  HiJtory 
of  the  acquisition  of  the  latter  copy  is  one  of  singular 
interest;  almost  sufficient  to  add  another  day  to  a  liblio- 
graphical  Decameron.  This  copy  is  in  pristine  condition, 
and  looks  as  if  snatched  from  the  press.  Mr.  JoUq^  also 
possesses  a  very  fine  and  perfect  copy  of  Ae  first 
edition  of  Shakspeare's  Works,  in  folio ;  but  a  similar 
copy,  in  the  library  of  the  Right  Honounole  Thomas 
Grenville,  will,  perhaps,  always  continue  JNRIValled.] 
No.  £    9,    d, 

558  Shakspeare's  Venus  and  Adonis ;   uiique. 

Edinburgh,  by  John  Writtoun,  md  are 
to  bee  sold  in  his  shop,  a  little  beneath 
the  Salt  Trone,  1627 37  10    0 

We  are  always  extremely  cautiou*  in  using  the  desig- 
nation unique ;  but  we  think  we  niiy  safely  do  so  upo^ 
the  present  occasion.  We  have  made  very  extensive 
inquiries  on  the  subject,  and  hive  recently  written  to 
David  Laing,  Esq.,  Keeper  of  t^  Library  of  the  Writers 
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to  the  Signet,  from  whom  we  have  received  a  confirma- 
tion of  our  belief.  Beloe,  in  describing  this  copy,  says 
^Mt  must  be  considered  as  an  indubitable  proof  that  at 
a  very  early  period  the  Scotch  knew,  and  admired,  the 
genius  of  Shakspeare."  He  might  have  continued,  its 
proceeding  from  the  press  of  Writtoun,  was  an  addi- 
tional proof,  as  he  only  published  small  Popular  Tracts. 
Beloe  has  erroneously  given  the  date  1607,  and  Lowndes 
has  copied  his  error.  The  first  books  printed  by 
Writtoun  were  about  1624.  His  will  is  printed  in  the 
Bannatyne  Miscellany.  The  second  edition  of  this 
precious  Poem,  printed  in  ^1596,  produced  the  sum  of 
£91,  at  the  sale  of  Baron  BoUand's  library:  see  page 
691,  ante.] 

No.  £   8.    d, 

974  Shakespeare's  Comedies,   Tragedies,  and 

Histories,  first  edition.  The  title  a  re- 
print, but  the  Portrait  Original.  With 
the  Verses  of  Ben  Jonson,  original,  but 
inlaid,  blue  morocco,  1623    41    0    0 

935  Shake-Speares  Sonnets,  neuer  before  im- 
printed, extremely  rare,  most  beautiful 
copy,  in  Russia.  London,  by  G.  Eld  for 
T.  T.  and  are  to  be  solde  by  William 
Apsley,  1609    105    0    0 

936  Shakspeare's  Most  Excellent  Historic  of 
the  Merchant  of  Venice,   with  the  Ex- 
treame  .Crueltie    of    Shylock    the    Jew, 
first   edition,  extremely  rare,  printed  by 

J.  R(oberts)  for  Thomas    Heyes,  1600...  10    0    0 
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No.  £    8.    d, 

937  Another  Copy,  second  edition,  very  scarce, 

printed  by  J.  Roberts,  1600  0    0    0 

938  Another  Ck)py,  1637  0    0    0 

939  Shakspeare's  Midsommer  Nights  Dreame, 

second  edition,  printed  by  James  Roberts, 

1600  105    0    0 

940  Shakspeare's  Most  Lamentable  Tragedie 
of  Titus  Andronicus,  second  edition,  very 

scarce,  1611 15    0    0 

Only  one  perfect  copy  of  the  first  edition  is  known. 

941  Shakspeare,  his  True  Chronicle  History 
of  the  Life  and  Death  of  King  Lear  and 
his  Three  Daughters,  second  edition, 
printed  for  N.  Butter,  1608   14  14    0 

942  Shakspeare's  Famous  Historic  of  Troylus 
and  Cresseid,  with  the  Conceited  Wooing 
of  Pandoras  Prince  of  Licia,  first  edition, 
extremely  rare,  imprinted  by  G.  Eld,  1609  12  15    0 

948  Shakspeare's  Richard  the  Second,  with 
new  additions  of  the  Parliament  Scene, 

and  the  deposing  of  King  Richard 5    0    0 

[There  were  many  other  early  editions  of  the  Plays 
of     Shakspeare,    but    the    preceding    were    the     most 
prominent.] 
688  Ovid.      The    Flores  of    Ouide  de    Arte 
Amandi,  with  their  Englysshe  afore  them 
and  two    Alphabete    Tablys,    extremely 
rare,  very  fine  copy  Wjmandus  de  Worde, 

1513 10  15     0 

[This  edition  was  wholly  unknown  to  me.] 
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No.  £    8.    d, 

650  Newton's  (T.)  Atropeion  Delion^  or  the 

Death  of  Delia^  (Queen  Elizabeth)  with 
the  Teares  of  her  Fanerall^  very  scarce, 

1603  10  15    0 

565  Hilarie  (Hughe)  The  Resurrection  of  the 
Masse,  with  the  Wonderful  Vertues  of  the 
Same,  a  Poem,  excessively  rare,  im- 
printed at  Strasburgh  in  Elsas,  1554 18    0    0 

This  is  '  a  very  bitter  satire  on  the  Ceremonies,  Doc- 
trines, and  Ministers  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church. ' 
567  Skelton.  Here  after  foloweth  certaine 
Sokes  complyed  by  Mayster  Skeltd,  Poet 
Laureat,  Speake  Parot,  Ware  the  Hawke, 
Tunnjmge  of  Eleanoure  Rummyne,  &c. 
Imprinted  by  Kynge  and  Marche.  Here 
after  foloweth  a  little  boke  called  Colyn 
Clout,  by  Master  Skelton  Poete  Laureate, 
imprjmted  by  Veale.  Here  after  folow- 
eth a  little  boke.  Why  come  ye  not  to 
Courte,  by  Mayster  Skelton,  Poet  Lau- 
reate. This  is  Skelton's  celebrated  Satire 
against  Cardinal  Wolsey,  imprinted  by 
Veale.  A  little  Boke  of  Philip  Sparow, 
by  Mayster  Skelton,  Poete  Laureate,  im- 
printed by  Walley — a  very  curious  col- 
lection of  Poems  by  Skelton,  each  very 

rare,  in  Russia 23  10    0 

In  D'Israeli's  recent  Work,  the  Amenities  of  Litera- 
ture, there  is  an  excellent  article  upon  Skelton,  which 
contains  many  acute  and  original  observations.      Speak- 
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ing  of  the  Skeltonical  Verse,  D'lsraeli  says,  "In  the 
qoick-retuming  rhjrmes,  the  playfulness  of  the  diction' 
and  the  pungency  of  New  Words,  usually  ludicrous, 
often  expressive,  and  sometimes  felicitous,  there  is  a 
stirring  spirit,  which  will  be  best  felt  in  an  audible 
reading.  The  velocity  of  his  verse  has  a  carol  of  its 
pwn.  The  chimes  ring  in  the  ear,  and  the  thoughts  are 
flung  about  like  wild  Coruscations.''  See  vol.  2,  p.  69  to  82. 
Octavo. 

No.  £    s.    d. 

845  Pierce     Plowman.        Newes    from    the 

North,  otherwise  called  the  Conference 
between  Simon  Certain  and  Pierce  Plow- 
man, faithfully  collected  by  T.  F.  Student, 

extremely  rare.     E.  Allde,  1585  ...13    0    0 

916  S.  (R.)  The  Phoenix  Nest,  buUt  up  with 
the  most  rare  and  refined  workes  of 
noblemen,  woorthy  knightes,  gallant 
gentlemen,  masters  of  arts  and  braue 
schollers,  full  of  varietie,  excellent 
invention  and  singular  delight,  never 
before  this  time  published,  set  foorth  by 
R.  S.  of  the  Inner  Temple,  Gentleman, 
excessively     rare.     Imprinted     by    John 

Jackson,  1593 40     0    0 

Mr  Heber  had  written  in  his  Copy,  "  Mr.  Malone  has 
a  copy  bought  at  Dr.  Farmer's  Sale,  (now  in  the  Bod- 
leian Library,)  but  I  know  of  no  other."  We  may  add, 
those  two  copies,  and  the  present,  are  the  only  perfect 
copies  known. 
1086  Sidney's     (Sir     Phillip)     Apologie     for 
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No.  £    s.    d. 

Poetrie,   first    edition,  excessively  rare. 

Printed  for  Henry  Olney,  1595 15    5    0 

« 

"Foure  Sonnets  written  by  Henrie  Constable  to  Sir 
Philip  Sidneys  Soule"  are  prefixed.  These  have  not 
been  reprinted  in  the  subsequent  editions..  Only  three 
other  copies  of  the  first  edition  of  this  elegant  and 
valuable  Treatise  are  known.  One  of  which  is  in  the 
•  British  Museum,  and  one  in  the  Bridgewater  Library. 

The  Third  Part  of  Mr.  Chalmers's  library — abun- 
dantly rich  in  Scotch  literature,  and  containing  much 
valuable  illustration  of  the  History  of  Printing  in 
Scotland,  will  probably  quickly  succeed  the  publica- 
tion of  this  Work.  Mr.  Chalmers  had  frequently 
expressed  to  me  his  intention  as  well  as  inclination  to 
give  a  complete  History  of  the  Scotish  Press  ;  and 
if  the  materials  collected  by  him  find  their  way  into  his 
native .  country,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  some  enterprising 
spirit,  like  that  which  animates  the  present  Librarian  of 
the  Signet  Library,  will  find  sufficient  encouragement  to 
bring  them  before  the  public.     I  bargain  for  a  Quarto, 

Menalcas  (whose  fame  expands  more  largely  in  the 
Bibliographical  Decameron  and  Reminiscences)  was  my 
old  and  "  very  singular  good  friend"  the  Rev.  Henry 
Joseph  Thomas  Drury,  Rector  of  Fingest,  and  Second 
Master  of  Harrow  School ;  second,  because  he  declined 
to  become  the  first.  His  library,  so  rich  and  rare  in 
classical  lore — manuscript  as  well  as  printed — was  sold 
by  Mr.  Evans  in  1827.  The  catalogue  contained  not 
fewer  than  4729  articles.  The  bindings,  chiefly  in 
Lewisian  calf  and  morocco,  were  "  de  toiite  beaut6 ;" 
and   the  ''  oblong  cabinet"  sparkled  as  the  setting  sun 
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shot  its  slanting  rays  down  the  backs  of  the  tomes.  Of 
this  catalogue  there  were  35  copies  only  printed  upon 
writing  paper,  for  presents. 

This  library  was  strikingly  illustrative  of  the  charac- 
ter of  its  LATE  owner  ;  for  it  is  little  more  than  a  twelve- 
month since  he  has  been  called  away  from  that  numerous 
and  endearing  circle,  in   the   midst  of  which  I  saw  him 
sitting,    about  a    twelvemonth  before  his  departure — ^the 
happiest  of  the  happy — on  the  day  of  the  nuptials  of 
his  youngest  daughter  but  one,  with    Captain    Beavan. 
His    books    were    in    fine   condition    throughout — gaily 
attired  in  appropriate  bindings  of  calf  or  morocco,  as 
the  character  and  condition  might  be.     His  love  of  old 
classical    Manuscripts   was  properly  and  greatly  beyond 
that  of  printed  books :    but  each  class  was  so  marked 
and  identified  by  his  calligraphical  MS.  notes,  that  you 
were  in  a  moment  convinced  his  books  were  not  pur- 
chased for  the  mere  sake    of  gorgeous    furniture.     So 
entirely   were  his   classical  feelings   mixed   up  with  his 
Library,  that  he  prefixed,  over  the  entrance  door  of  his 
oblong  cabinet,  in  printed  letters  of  gold,    the   follow- 
ing lines— of  which   the  version    is    supplied    from  the 
^^  Arundines  CanU,''  edited    by  his  eldest  son,   the   Rev. 

Henry  Drury. 

IN  MXJSEI  MEI  ADITU. 

Pontifictim  videas  penetralibus  enita  lapsis 

Antiquas  Monachum  vellera  passa  manua, 
Et  veteres  puncto  sine  divisore  Papyros, 

Quaetque  fremit  monstris  litera  picta  suis  : 
^tatis  decimse  spectes  Industria  QuintsB  : 

Quam  pulcra  Archetjrpos  impiimat  arte  Duces 
Aldinas  sedes  ineuns  et  limina  Junt^ 

Quosque  suos  Stephanus  vellet  habere  Lares. 

H.I,T.D. 
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OVER  THE  THRESHOLD  OF  MY  LIBRARY. 

From  moulderiDg  Abbey's  dark  Scriptorium  brought, 

See  vellum  tomes  by  Monkish  labour  wrought ; 

Nor  yet  the  comma  bom,  Papyri  see. 

And  uncial  letters  wizard  grammary  ; 

View  my  fifUenera  in  their  rugged  line  ; 

What  ink  !  what  linen  !  only  known  long  syne — 

Entering  where  Aldus  might  have  fixed  his  throne. 

Or  Harry  Stephens  covetted  his  own.  H.D. 

They  were  part  and  parcel  of  the  Owner  himself.  His 
mind  was  traceable  in  many  a  fly  leaf.  His  latinity 
was  perspicuity  and  accuracy  itself.  He  was,  in  all 
respects,  a  ripe  and  a  good  scholar ;  and  the  late  Provost 
of  Eton  (The  Rev.  Dr.  Groodall)  told  me,  on  an  occasion 
which  has  been,  perhaps,  too  emphasised  in  certain 
bibliographical  pages,*  that  "  England  could  not  then 
produce  a  better  Greek  metrical  scholar  than  his  firiend 
Henry  Drury."  What  was  remarkable,  he  never  assumed 
an  ex  Cathedrd  position  in  society.  In  bringing  forward 
or  pressing  quotations,  whatever  fell  from  him,  came 
easily  and  naturally,  but  rarely.  Accustomed  for  many 
years  to  be  the  favourite  of  the  Harrovians,  he  never 
affected  the  airs  of  the  pedagogue.  How  he  could 
criticise,  sufficiently  appears  in  an  article  on  the  Mus(B 
Edinburgenses  in  an  early  number  of  the  Quarterly 
Review. 

Yet  this  may  be  considered  secondary  matter;  and  I 
hasten  to  record  the  qualities  of  his  heart  and  disposi- 
tion. They  were  truly  Christian-like ;  inasmuch  as  a 
fond  and  large  spirit  of  benevolence  was  always  beating 

♦  Bihlwffraphkal  Dtcameron,  Dr.  Ooodall  always  appeared  to  me 
to  affect  irascibility  upon  the  subject  alluded  to.  The  contents  might 
have  been  published  at  Charing  Cross. 
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in  his  bosom^  and  mantling  over  a  countenance  of  sin- 
gular friendliness  of  expression.  He  had  the  power  of 
sajring  sharp  and  caustic  things,  but  he  used  his  '^  giant- 
strength"  with  the  gentleness  of  a  child.  His  letters, 
of  which  many  hundreds  have  fallen  to  my  lot,  are  a 
perfect  reflex  of  his  joyous  and  ,  elastic  mind.  There 
was  not  a  pupil  under  his  care  who  looked  forward  to  a 
holiday  with  more  unqualified  delight  than  he;  and 
when  we  strayed  together  beneath,  or  upon  the  heights 
of,  the  Dover  Clifiis  (where  T  last  saw  him,  in  the  summer 
of  1840)  he  would  expatiate,  with  equal  warmth  and 
felicity,  upon  the  Abbey  of  St.  Rhadagund,  and  the 
Keep  of  Dover  Castle.  Our  visit  to  Barfreston  Church, 
in  the  neighbourhood,  can  never  be  efiaced  from  my 
mind.  His  mental  enthusiasm  and  bodily  activity  could 
not  have  been  exceeded  by  that  of  the  Captain  of 
Harrow  School.  He  took  up  my  meditated  "  History  of 
the  Dover"  as  if  it  were  his  own  work ;  and  his  success,  in 
cause  of  subscription,  in  most  instances,  was  complete. 

And  now,  after  an  intimacy  (minutely  recorded  in  my 
Remifdscences)  of  thirty-three  years,  it  has  pleased   Grod 
to  deprive  me  of  his   genial  and  heart-stirring  society. 
His  last  moments  were  of  those  of  a  Christian — "  rooted 
and  built  up"  in  that  belief,  which  alone  sustains  us  in 
the  struggle  of  parting  from  those  whom  we  cherish  as 
the  most  idolised  objects  upon  earth !     It  was   towards 
sun-set    that     I    first    paused    upon    his    tomb,    in   the 
church-yard,  near  the  summit  of  Harrow  Hill.     For  a  few 
moments  I  was  breathless — but  not  from  the  steepness  of 
the    ascent.     The    inscription,    I    would    submit,    is  too 
much  in  the  "  minor  key."     It  was  the  production  of  his 
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eldest  son,  who  preferred  to  err  from  under-rating, 
rather  than  over-rating,  the  good  qualities  of  his  parent' 
For  myself— 

"  Ab  those  "we  lore  decay,  we  die  in  part ; 
String  after  string  is  severed  from  the  heart !" 

&C.       &C.       &c  Thomson. 

On  the  death  of  Mr.  Drury,  his  small  library,  the 
remains  of  his  former  one,  was  sold  by  auction ;  and 
those  classical  books,  interleaved,  and  enriched  with  his 
manuscript  notes,  brought  large  prices.  One  manuscript, 
of  especial  celebrity — Cbilde  Harold — given  him  by  the 
Author,  his  pupil,  Lord  Byron — became  the  property  of 
its  publisher,  Mr.  Murray ;  who  purchased  it  upon  terms 
at  once  marking  his  high  sense  of  the  talents  of  the 
author,  and  his  respect  for  the  family  where  it  had 
been  placed.  It  may  be  doubtful  whether  the  autograph 
of  any  poem,  since  Paradise  Lost,  would  have  obtained 
a  larger  sum — had  it  been  submitted  to  public  sale. 

RiNALDO. — Rinaldo  was  the  late  Mr.  Edwards;  of  the 

0 

sale  of  whose  library  an  extended  account  will  be  found 
in  my  Decameron.  It  remains,  briefly,  but  emphatically, 
to  remark,  that  of  all  the  book  heroes,  whose  valorous 
achievements  are  here  recorded,  two  only  have  sur- 
vived the  lapse  of  thirty  years.  Let  half  of  another 
similar  course  of  time  roll  on,  and  where  will  the  Sur- 
vivors be  ?  If  not  at  rest  in  their  graves,  they  will  in 
all  probability  be  "sans  teeth,  sans  eyes,  sans  every- 
thing:"— at  least,  very  far  beyond  "the  lean  and 
slippered  pantaloon."  Leaving  my  surviving  friends 
to  fight  their  own  battles,  I  think  I  may  here  venture 

to  say,  in  quiet  simplicity  and  singleness   of  heart,  that 

2r 
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books,  book-sales,  and  book-men,  will  then — if  I  am 
spared — pass  before  me  as  the  faint  reflex  of  "  the  light 

of  OTHER    DAYS !" wheu    literary    enterprise    and 

literary  fame  found  a  proportionate  reward ;  and 
when  the  sickly  sentimentality  of  the  novelist  had  not 
usurped  the  post  of  the  instructive  philoIo2:ist.  But 
enough  of  Rosicrusis. 


PART   IV. 


THE    LIBRARY. 


This  Part  embraces  the  History  of  Literature,  in  the 
formation  of  Libraries^  from  the  Conquest  to  the  com- 
mencement of  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII.,  and  undoubt- 
edly contains  much  that  is  curious  and  instructive.  Two 
new  characters  only  are  introduced :  Lorenzo  and  Nar- 
COTTUS.  The  former  was  intended  to  represent  the  late 
Sir  Masterman  Mark  Sykes,  Bart.:  the  latter,  a  William 
Templeman,  Esq.,  of  Hare  Hatch,  Berkshire.  Sir  Mark 
Sykes  was  not  less  known  than  respected  for  the  suavity 
of  his  manners,  the  kindness  of  his  disposition,  and  the 
liberality  of  his  conduct  on  all  matters  connected  with 
books  and  prints,  A  long  and  particular  account  of  his 
library,  and  of  many  of  his  book-purchases,  will  be 
seen  in  the  third  volume  of  the  BAUograptdcal  Decame- 
ron ;  and  at  pages  321, 373  of  my  literary  Reminiscences. 
His  library  and  his  prints  brought,  each,  pretty  much 
the  same  sum :  together,  £60,000 — an  astounding  result ! 
Sir  Mark  is  the  la^  great  bibliomaniacal  Sun  that  has 
shed  its  golden,  as  well  as  parting,  rays,  upon  a  terribly 

chap-fallen    British    public!      Mr.    Templeman,     repre- 

2  R  2 
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sented  as  Narcottas>  was  a  great  Chess-player:  and 
although  Caxton's  ^'Game  at  Chess"  is  a  mere  dull 
morality,  having  nothing  to  do  with  the  game  strictly  so 

called,  yet  he  would  have  ever3rthing  in  his  library  wh^re 
the  word  "  Chess"  was  introduced.  In  the  words  of  the 
old  catch,  he  would  '^  add  the  night  unto  the  day"  in  the 
prosecution  of  his  darling  recreation,  and  boasted  of 
having  once  given  a  signal  defeat  to  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Bowdler,  after  having  been  defeated  himself  by  Lord 
Henry  Seymour,  the  renowned  chess-champions  of  the 
Isle  of  Wight.  He  said  he  once  sat  upon  Phillidor's 
knee,  who  patted  his  cheek,  and  told  him  ''there  was 
nothing  like  Chess  and  English  roast  beef." 

The  notice  of  poor  George  Faulkner  at  page  199 — one 
of  the  more  celebrated  book-binders  of  the  day,  is  am- 
plified at  page  524  of  the  second  volume  of  the  Deca- 
meron ;  where  the  painful  circumstances  attending  his 
death  are  slightly  mentioned.  He  yet  lives,  and  lives 
strongly,  in  my  remembrance.  Since  then,  indeed  witliin 
a  very  few  years,  the  famous  Charles  Lewis — of  whose 
bibliopegistic  renown  the  Decameronic  pages  have  ex- 
patiated fully — has  ceased  to  be.  He  was  carried  off 
suddenly  by  an  apoplectic  seizure.  His  eldest  son — a 
sort  of  "  spes  altera  Romae,"  in  his  way — very  quickly 
followed  the  fate  of  his  father.  The  name  of  Lewis 
will  be  always  held  high  in  the  estimation  of  biblio- 
pegistic Virtuosi.  But  the  art  of  Book-binding  is  not 
deteriorating :  and  I  am  not  sure  whether  John  Clarke, 
of  Frith  Street,  Soho,  be  not  as  "  mighty  a  man"  in  his 
way  as  any  *  of  his  predecessors.  There  is  a  solidity, 
strength,  and    squareness    of   workmanship    about    his 
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books,  which  seem  to  convince  you  that  they  may  be 
tossed  from  the  summit  of  Snowdon  to  that  of  Cader 
Idris  without  detriment  or  serious  injury.  His  gilding 
is  first  rate ;  both  for  choice  of  ornament  and  splendour 
of  gold.  Nor  is  his  coadjutor,  William  Bedford,  of 
less  potent  renown.  He  was  the  great  adjunct  of  the 
late  Charles  Lewis — and  imbibes  the  same  taste  and  the 
same  spirit  of  perseverance.  Accident  brought  me  one 
morning  in  contact  with  a  set  of  the  New  Dugdale's 
Monasticon,  bound  in  blue  morocco,  and  most  gor- 
geously bound  and  gilded,  lying  upon  the  table  of 
Mr.  James  Bohn — a  mountain  of  bibliopegistic  gran- 
deur !  A  sort  of  irrepressible  awe  kept  you  back  even 
from  turning  over  the  coats  or  covers !  And  what  a 
WoRK-^eserving  of  pearls  and  precious  stones  in  its 
outward  garniture !  ^'  Who  was  the  happy  man  to 
accomplish  such  a  piece  of  binding?"^  observed  I. 
"  Who  BUT  John  Clarke  ?"— replied  the  Bibliopole. 

*  Gk)od  bipding—even  Boger-Pajne-binding — ^is  gadding  abroad  every 
where.  At  Oxford,  they  have  ''a  spirit''  of  this  description  who  loses  a 
night's  rest  if  he  haplessly  shave  off  the  sixteenth  part  of  an  inch  of  a 
rough  edge  of  an  uncut  Heame.  My  friend,  Dr.  Bliss,  has  placed 
volumes  before  me,  from  the  same  mintage,  which  have  staggered  belief 
as  an  indigenous  production  of  Academic  soil.  At  Reading,  also,  some 
splendid  leaves  are  taken  from  the  same  Book  Mr.  Snare,  the  publisher, 
keeps  one  of  the  most  talented  bookbinders  in  the  kingdom — from  the 
school  of  Clarke ;  and  feeds  him  upon  something  more  substantial  than 
rose  leaves  and  jessamine  blossoms.  He  is  a'  great  man  for  a  halequin's 
jacket:  and  would  have  gone  crazy  at  the  sight  of  some  of  the 
specimens  at  Strawberry  HilL  No  man  can  put  a  varied-coloured 
morocco  coat  upon  the  back  of  a  book  with  greater  care,  taste,  and 
success,  than  our  Reading  Bibliopegist, 


r\ 


PART   V. 


THE    DRAWING-ROOM. 


This  Part  is  a  copious  continuation  of  the  History  ot 
Book  Collectors  and  Collections  up  to  the  year  1810. 
There  is  nothing  to  add  in  the  way  of  gharactbr  ;  and 
the  subject  itself  is  amply  continued  in  the  tenth  •  day  of 
the  Bibliographical  Decameron.  In  both  works  will  be 
found,  it  is  presumed,  a  fund  of  information  and  amuse- 
ment, so  that  the  Reader  will  scarcely  demand  an  ex- 
tension of  the  subject.  Indeed,  a  littie  volume  would 
hardly  suffice  to  render  it  the  justice  which  it  merits; 
but  I  am  bound  to  make  special  mention  of  the  un- 
tameable  perseverance,  and  highly  refined  taste,  of 
h.  6.  Windus,  Esq.,  one  of  my  earliest  and  steadiest 
supporters;  and  yet,  doth  he  not  rather  take  up  a 
sitting  in  the  Alcove — amongst  Illustrators  of  fine 
Works} 


PART   VI. 


THE    ALCOVE. 


A  WORD  only  : — and  that  respecting  Illustrated  Copies. 
Leaving  Mr.  Windus  in  full  possession  of  his  Raphael 
Morghens,  William  Woollets,  William  Sharpes,  &c. — 
and  allowing  him  the  nndistorbed  relish  of  gazing  upon, 
and  pressing  to  his  heart's  core,  his  grey  Turners — ^let 
me  only  introduce  to  the  reader's  critical  attention  and 
admiration  the  opposite  subject,  executed  by  the  late 
Mr.  Branston,  and  exhibiting  The  Cave  of  Despair  firom 
Spenser's  Fairy  Queen.  The  figures  were  drawn  on 
the  blocks  by  the  late  J.  Thurston,  Esq. 


Sllttstrateb   Copies. 


Uhdxr  the  Illustration  Syrapiom  of  Bibliomania,  a  fund  of 
amniring  anecdote,  aa  well  na  of  inatnctJTe  detail,  praaentB  itnelt 
We  may  travel  in  a  carriage  and  fonr — from  mom  'till  night — 
and  sweep  conn^  after  conntf ,  in  pnraait  of  all  that  is  exqoimte, 
and  rare,  and  precious,  and  onattainable  in  other  qnarten  :•  but  I 
doubt  if  onr  hones'  heads  can  be  turned  in  a  direction  better 
calculated  to  answer  all  the  ends  in  view  than  in  front  of 

RAVENSBURY   LODGE.   LOWER   HITCHAII, 


the  reddence  of  the  late  proprietor  of  this  work.  There  we  once 
beheld  such  a  copy  of  the  best  of  all  existing  Encycloptedioi — 
that  of  the  late  Dr.  KbE8 — as  is  no  where  else  to  be  found.  It 
was  npon  Ua^ge  and  j!ne  paper — bound  in  fourscore  volumes — with 
separately  executed  title  pages,  in  a  style  of  pure  art— and  iUtit- 
(rated  with  not  fewer  than  TEN  thodsahp  extiu  fijitbs.      The 
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reader  may,  and  will,  naturally  enough,  judge  of  the  wide,  if  not 
boundless,  field  for  illustn^tion— comprehending  in  fiact  (as  the 
title  of  the  w6rk  denounces)  the  circle  of  all  knowledge,  arts  and 
sciences ;  but  he  can  have  no  idea  of  the  vnanner  in  which  this 
fertile  and  illimitable  field  is  filled  up,  till  he  gazes  upon  the  copy 
in  question.  Here  then  was  not  only  a  reading,  but  a  graphic, 
Library  in  itself.  Whatever  other  works  projnself/  dilate  upon 
was  here  concetUrated — and  deeply  impressed  upon  the  mind  by 
the  charm,  as  well  as  the  intelligence,  of  graphical  ornament. 
You  seemed  to  want  nothing,  as,  upon  the  turning  over  of  every 
leaf,  the  prodigality  of  art  ennobled,  while  it  adorned,  the  solidity' 
of  the  text.  You  have  kept  your  horses  already  waiting  three 
hours — and  they  are  neighing  and  snorting  for  food:  and  you 
must  turn  them  into  the  stable  for  suitable  provender — for  the 
owner  of  this  production  would  tell  you  that  you  had  scarcely 
traversed  through  one-third  of  the  contents  of  the  volumes.  He 
ordera  an  additional  fowl  to  be  placed  on  the  spit,  and  an  extra 
fiagon  of  Combe  and  Delafield's  brightest  ale  to  be  forth-coming  : 
while  his  orchard  supplies  the  requisite  addenda  of  mulberries, 
pea^,  and  apples,  to  flank  the  veritable  Lafitte.  You  drink  and 
are  merry.  Then  comes  the  Arg^nd  Lamp ;  and  down  with  the 
Encyclopedistic  volumes.  The  plates  look  brighter  and  more 
beautiful  There  is  no  end  of  them — ^nor  limits  to  your  admira* 
tion.  £e  it  summer  or  winter,  there  is  food  for  sustenance,  and 
for  the  gratification  of  the  most  exquisite  palate.  To  contemplate 
SUCH  a  performance,  the  thorough  -  bred  book -votary  would 
travel  by  torch -light  through  forty -eight  hours  of  successive 
darkness!...:  But  the  horses  are  again  neighing  —  for  their 
homes.  You  must  rouse  the  slumbering  post-boy :  for  '^  The 
bell  of  the  church-clock  strikes  one." 


P.  S.  —  The  late  Mr.  Walmsley  —  who  employed  me  to  print  this 
present  edition  —  narrowly  watched  all  our  movements^  and  was 
much  gratified  by  the  appearance  of  the  work,  so  far  as  it  had 
gone  before  his  death  —  frequently  urged  me  to  append  a  short  ac" 
count  of  the  progress  of  our  art  during  the  last  thirty  years  —  L  e. 
since  the  publication  of  the  former  edition  of  Bibliomania. 

The  subject  is  too  diffuse  for  a  mere  note :  and  during  the  life-time 
of  so  many  able  printers  as  now  exercise  their  calling  in  the  metro- 
polis, it  would  be  invidious  to  particularize  eminence  in  our  profes- 
sion (whereas  among  our  inunediate  predecessors  it  is,  perhaps  junt 
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to  say  that  there  were  only  two  printezs  of  gieat  oelebrity,  the  late 
*Mr.  BtUmer  and  my  late  father).  I  ahall  therefore  merely  mention 
some  events  which  have  had  such  influence  on  our  art  as  that  Uie 
case  is  now  very  different  to  what  it  was  thirty  years  ago,  when  the 
good  execution  of  printing  at  once  testified  to  the  skill  and  industry 
of  the  printer  —  as  he  coidd  command  neither  good  pruaeif  typu^ 
nor  ink,  &c.  —  paper  being  then  almost  the  only  matter  to  be  had 
in  perfection. 

We  have  now  excellent  and  powerful  iron  presses  —  Stanhopes, 
Columbians,  Imperials,  &c.  Hun  the  celebrated  specimens  of 
typography  were  produced  by  mi$erabl$  wooden  presses.  We  have 
now  ink  of  splendid  lustre,  at  a  fourth  of  the  cost  of  fiEibrication 
ihen — ^for  both  Mr.  Bulmer  and  my  £skther  were  perpetually  trying 
expensive  experiments — and  not  always  succeeding:  our  ink  is  now 
to  be  depended  on  for  standing^  it  works  &eely,  and  can  be  had 
at  reasonable  prices  at  the  extensive  feustory  of  Messrs.  Shacksll 
and  Ltons,  derkenwell,  who  made  the  ink  used  for  this  work. 

There  are  several  eminent  engineers  who  make  the  best  of  presses. 
Our  letter  may  safely  be  pronounced,  if  not  perfect,  as  near  perfec- 
tion as  it  will  ever  reach — and  while  the  celebrated  type-foundries  of 
Messrs.  Caslon,  Chiswell  Street,  and  Messrs.  FioaiNS,  West  Street, 
are  within  the  reach  of  the  metropolitan  printers,  there  can  be  no 
excuse  for  fEuling  to  execute  good  printing  on  the  score  of  infbrior 
type. 

The  substitution  of  the  inking  roller^  instead  of  the  cumbrous  and 
inconvenient  old  balls,  has  much  eased  the  labours  of  the  pressman 
and  facilitated  the  regularity  of  colour.     The  inking   roller  at  the 
hand  press  was  adopted,  and  offered  to  the  printers  generally,  by  my 
friend,  Mr.  Ajpplegath,  shortly  after  steam-printing  was  introduced 
by  my  father — about  which  so  much  has  been  said   in   periodical 
publications,  &c.,  that  it  is  needless  here  to  enlarge  on  the  subject — 
more   especially  as  it  is  principally  applicable  to  work  of  inferior 
character,  newspapers,  reviews,  magazines,  &c.;    and,  further,    it   is 
not  a  very  tempting  subject  to  the   son   of  him  who  was  led  to 
devote  the  energies  of  the  latter  years  of  his  active  life,  and  the  well- 
earned  fortune  which  his  great  typographical  celebrity  had  secured, 
to  the  adoption  of  a  mode  of  printing  which,  how  much  soever  it  may 
benefit  newspaper   proprietors   and  others  —  certainly  has  done   any 
thing  but  benefit  his  family  ;  and  has  thus  added  another  instance  to 
the  many  on  record  of  the  ill  success  attending   the   patronage  of 
inventors. 

B.  Benslet. 
Woking^  Surrey,  June  18,  1842. 
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Vivos  (Ludovious).    Instruction  of  a  Christian  Woman,  152,  288 

Vogler.     Universalis  in  notit.  cuj.  generis  bonor,  l^criptor,  introd,,  48 

Vogt  (John).    Catalogus  Librorum  Bariarum,  81,  82,  88,  85,  56,  161,  522 

Walke  in  Powles,  278 
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His  edition  of  the  Deserted  Village  upon  satin,  512 

Burt  {OuiUaume  PranQois  De,  and  Ouill.  le  Jeune  Be).    See  Bibliographical  Index. 

Bumey  {Rev.  Charles,  LL,D.).     His  fortunate  purchase  of  a  Manilius,  522 

His  edition  of  Bentley's  Epistles,  582 
Burton  {Robert),  286 

Bury  {Richard  De).    Editions  of  his  Philobiblion,  29.    Extract  from,  109 

Account  of,  185—187 
Bute  {Marquis  of).    His  copy  of  Hogarth's  Prints,  509 

His  collection  of  the  devices  of  Pope  Sistus  V.,  540 

His  valuable  Qranger,  565 
BatUr  {Mr.  Charles).    His  Uterary  character,  34 
xxi 


^ 


QEITEIUL  INDEX. 

OaUlard  {if.).    Hii  unout  &n(  Hodmt.  7B,  49fl 

Hi*  nioaty  in  hniog  hk  boi^  booad,  61S 
CaaU  IJem  de  La).    8m  £ibli«grafkieal  Iridex. 
GamMdgt.    Cktalopia  of  tho  booka  conUinad  in  the  nntTcrri^  « 
Canute,  172 

Ooriult  (Kirl  oO-    Hii "  Fkther'i  Barsnga,"  5SS 
Oatiri.    Soe  ft^Ko^rafiUaaJ  /wl«x. 
OsIoIdjTiki.    ImporUnoe  of  nukiDB  good  ona^  888 

ForaigD  and  Bngliih.    Sae  "  Catalugoe,"  BiUingrapluea^  Indu 
Oagbm  {WSHatn).    BevUed  by  Bila,  174 

Hit  variout  printed  booki,  1V7,  Ac    Ot  SUitiogrmpUeul 

Hit  portrait,  SS3 
CeeiL     Ubellom  cbuMter  ol,  2S7,  2S8 
Cliariea  Uii  ^ik  tif  France.    Fonndtr  of  the  Boyal  libnry,  186,  I8S 

Deacriptioii  of  do.,  186 
OkMiucy  (Dr.  ChatU*  and  NatkoMidi.    Aooount  ot  thau  UbiwiM,  <lfl,  117 
COueritig.     Explanation  of  tUi  woid,  20,  S7 
CAm,    Chme  of,  deacribed,  1S6— 1S3 
Cknaier  (Andrtv).    But  Biiliograpkieiil  ladex. 
Cfii  Ho-a'^ti.     An  inoandiuy  ol  libnuiia,  S7 
CSiivairy  a«i  Eimumett.    Bo<Ju  reUtii^  therato,  1E3— 164 
CArufu  (/oin).     Hii  "Diiaertation  on  Etnuoau  Vaaea,"  C82 
OvnmieUt,  Aiteitnt.     B«prinu  of,  887 
OituUi  (/a&n).    See  Baiiographieal  Index. 
Oawl  (Aoiert).     Hii  bouk-cataloguoa,  SOS 
CIcrifc,  or  (^cryynan.     Rt%ul«tioni  ooocemitig,  lEl 
i^nngton  (/oin),  288 
(MAam  (rAomot,  Biitofi  ^  Woreeler),  192 
CUSnt  (/.  £.).     Catalc^e  of  bti  libniy,  78 
CoUt  iJotm,  Jkan).    Some  aoooont  of,  213—220 

Print  of  hii  luppoaed  atndy,  219 
CoOimlAnthims).    Sale  of  hi*  library,  888 
Cmtringiut  IHenaan).     Bee  BiUiograpkieal  luiltx. 
Cfimjfiean  (An.  Mr.).    Hii  Copy  of  Lord  Snrrey'a  Tnoalalioii  of   |i«rt 

MMid,  241 
Ooryalt  {TkoBuu),  281 

OoOoniSir  Bobert).    Some  aoconnt  of,  287— 2flB 
CovtHt  Oarden  Tliealrt.     Quaneli  relAtiog  theretc^  17 
Oox  (Cbptdtn).    Some  aoooont  of,  2fl6,  267 

Hia  Ubraiy,  287 
Oraitmer  (TAomiu,  drMitlMp  of  (^nfcrbiiry).    Some  aooonnt  o^  S48,  S4> 
Hia  Bible  open  Tellatn,  248 
Expenie  of  hia  ezaeation,  21 
CmaoM  LQirarji.     Catak^ea  of,  79 
Critiet  and  CWfieum.    True  ipirit  and  oharaotar  of,  IS 

Superfidalnen  and  aersri^  o^  6C3 
Crtiftt  {Rev.  Tkottui*).    Amount  ot  hii  library,   SS6— 198 
Ovrnwdl  (T^loRKuJ.    Hii  oonduot  in  reipeot  to  tht  Bafomuttion,  229 
OoHla.    Hia  oopy  of  an  iUuitnted  Feonant,  499 
Dalrympk  lAUKonder).    Bale  of  hk  library,  458 


GENERAL  INDEX. 

IkUy  (Denis,  Rt.  Bon,).    Account  of  his  Ubraiy,  414,  415 

Ike  {Dr.  John),    Some  account  of,  261—265 

Hia  Ubrary,  264 

Denii  {Michael).    See  BiUiographieal  Index, 

Devonshire  {late  Ducheu  of).    Her  *<  Mount  St  Gothard,'*'  682 

Didoi.    Skill  of  his  printing  upon  vellum,  521 

Dodd  {James  WtUiam).    Account  of  hia  library,  403 

Dormer  {General),     Catalogue  of  his  library,  875 

Douce  (Francis),    His  partiality  for  a  foreign  bibliographical  work,  55 

Preparation  of  the  Lansdowne  collection  of  MSS.,  90 
Account  of  Wolsey's  property,  225 
Skill  in  Old  English  and  French  literature,  531 
Criticisms  on  his  '*  niustrations  of  Shakspeare,"  &c,  ib. 

Dramatic  Libraries,  402,  408 

Dramatica  Notitia,  456 

Dream.    Lysander's,  478 — 480 

Dunstan  (SL).    His  work  **  De  occulta  philosophia,"  184 

Some  account  o^  171 

Dyson  (ffenry),  802 

Education  of  Youth,  282—285 

Edward  the  First,  188 

Edward  the  Third,  119,  184 

Edioards  (Mr.).    His  copy  of  the  Catalogue  of  the  Crevenna  Library,  79 

zeal  in  the  importation  of  foreign  books  of  rarity  and 

value,  90 
copy  of  the  first  edition  of  Livy— upon  vellum,  519 
Catalogues  commended,  123 
Li  possession  of  the  Bedford  Missal,  191 
His  painting  of  Erasmus  and  Frobcoi  by  Fuseli,  228 

communication  respecting  Count  McCarthy's  books^  518 
EUzabeth  (Queen).    Her  book  of  devotions,  119.    Plate  of  the  golden  cover  o^  250 

Account  of  her  love  of  books,  249,  254 
Engravings  from  her  Prayer-book,  252,  258 
EUu  (Sir  Henry).    Preparation  of  Catalogue  of  the  Museum  printed  books,  90 

His  bibliographical  conmiunications,  118,  227,  297 
Edition  of  Fabian's  Chronicles,  528 
English,    Want  of  curiosity  respecting  their  own  literary  histoiy,  86 

Importance  of  a  national  press  to,  551 
Episode,    What  is  meant  thereby,  105 
Erasmus,    Some  account  of,  222 — ^224 

Painting  of  him  and  Froben,  228 
Print  of  his  study,  224 
Rude  wood-oat  portrait  of  him,  ib. 

A  copy  of  his.fir8t  edition  of  the  Or.  Test — ^upon  vellum,  226 
Editions  of  his  words,  222 
Eugene  (Prince).    His  magnificent  library,  822 
Evans  (Mr.  R.  H,).    His  edition  of  Old  EngUsh  Ballads,  267,  820 

A  respectable  vender  of  classical  books,  808 
His  copy  of  his  Recueil  des  Historiens  des  Qaules,  492 
xziii 


\  '  I 


GENBRAL  INDEX. 
Awu  (tf r.  A.  E.).    Hu  tefiriiit  of  Haklayt'i  VojagN,  ft 

Fahriciui  {Johit  ABitrt).    See  fiiUtn^rapiiMJ  /mEbv. 
/'ofiriciiM  d''oJl»)-    Bee  BtiluiTnijiUMl  Imlex. 
FaleoHtr  {WUiam).    Feemof  the  Shipwteck  printed  upa 
FiMrmer  ilUv.  Ridurd,  D.D.).    JjKomit  of  hU  libmy,  42 
FaiJ]c€iier  (ffmry).    A  ■klllal  uid  honeet  book-lniider,  1 
Rrinwd.    A  romuitia  book^etoty  oanoerniiig,  SG8 — S61 
PerrarPamil}!.    Their  ■tUebmeat  to  books,  end  ikill  in  I 
F^inghaiK  {tatt  Mr,  WiiUam).     Hii  Ubnry  Kid  eluuract< 
Firtl  Editimu.     Pumon  far  ooUee(iii&  531— 62& 
FiJtktg.    Whether  ■  merr;  or  oootemplatlTe  ut,  136 
fitnwfltaw  (£onf  Fiawwii).    Hii  oolleelian  ot  Bembnw 
flttModc  {5<n'en»(  IFiUwn).    Aoeoont  of  hi*  nunuetie  1 
FlorM.    Hii  attachment  to  hawking,  tc^  GI8 
AUm  (JTortin).     3ame  acoount  of,  867—899 

Sale  and  uialytb  of  hia  Ubraiy,  S67 
Wood-out  of  hii  portrait,  8S9 
Fopling  (Sir).    Hia  periwig,  122 
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His  communication  in  the  British  Bibliographer,  874 
TIcutings  (Henry),    Some  account  of,  287 
Hawker- Pilgrim.    Wood-cut  of,  544 
Hear  /  Hear  I    Explanation  of  this  phrase,  37 
Heame  (Thomat),    Some  account  o^  833 — 336 

Wood -cut  of  his  portrait,  837 
Sale  of  his  library,  336 

List  of  most  of  his  works.    See  BihUographical  Index, 
Heath  (Dr,  Benjamin).    His  fine  library,  460 

Original  bibliographical  letter  of,  554 — 562 
Fac-simile  of  his  writing,  554 
Hehcr  (Mr.  Richard).    His  copy  of  '<  The  Debate  between  the  Heraldes,''  11 

of  OUver  of  Castille,  154 
of  Froissart  by  Eustace,  202 
manuscript  of  Skelton's  "  Image  of  Tpocrlsy,"  226 
copy  of  Maunsell's  Catalogue,  280 

of  the  first  Aldine  Aristophanea,  297 
of  the  catalogue  of  Britton's  books,  388 
of  the  catalogues  of  T.  Rawlinson'i  books,  844 
Heinecken.    See  BtUiographictU  Index. 
Heintiui  (Nieholat),    Catalogue  of  his  liftrary,  82 
Hell,    Descriptions  of  the  torments  of,  208,  204 
Henderson  (John).    Account  of  his  library,  402, 403 
HenUy  (John,  or  Orator),    Account  of  his  libraiy,  871,  872 

Anecdotes  of,  372,378 
Henry  (Rev,  Robert^  D,D.),    Character  of  his  History  of  Great  Britain,  145—147 
Henry  the  Second.    Trevisa's  character  of,  175 
Henry  the  Fifth.    Warlike  character  of,  198 
Henry  the  Sixth,  194 
Henry  the  Seventh^  202—206 
Henry  the  Bighth,  215—217 
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Berbert  {WOUm).    AaOm  ot  tha  TnwgnphiBd  AnOqidtiM^  <S 
Futiaiilan  raUting  to,  80,  810 
Hii  oorTMponduioa  irith  BtMTMU,  (S8,  4W 

ITtrmm  [BMep  ofSalMury),  I7B 

nitlorj,  ^ttftoK  Engliik.    N^lsct  of  the  atndy  of,  650 

Ilaan  {Sir  Riehird  (kit).    Eii  sditioa  ot  QinJdoi  Cuabnnd*,  178 

Hiilir^  paper  copy  ot  Keimet'i  Piroch.  Antlq 

UtMi/n  {SiAerC).     Catalogo«  ot  bi*  booki  commended,  S74 

BofttuHia.    A  book-aactian  bibliominiUi  1S2 

^HHpkrey  {.DtJctef  QUmtaUr),  IPS 

//itMon  (/oAn).    Hw  cnrioiu  coUec&n  of  books,  871 

nitatnitd  eopUt,  <BS— Ell 
lUuHrMm.    Redpe  for,  <B7 
/m  (iTtajt  o/  <A«  WtM  Saxom),  106 
/iwcripCtoii  m«r  a  lOrarf  dear,  108,  118,  118 
iMtiMiont.    Public^  Lttanry,  tod  Sdeotifie,  6S1 

Jatob  (foMt).    See  SibUogTtvfStkoi  lutUx. 
Jamiam  (Dr.  J6lm\    HiiScottlih  DiolioDMy  oommended,  499 
Jttuit*.    Thai  bibUngrtphiol  labonn  eommeoded,  83 
/oImi  (Pof.  TAonuM).    Hii  edition  ot  UonAnlet,  164 

copy  of  "Haurei  de  Ifotn  Dun«^"  409 
pleunre-groDndt,  483 
ViBw  of  hii  libimi7,  484 
JoAmm  (Dr.  SamMtt).    Aneodot*  of  hi*  lelliiig  booki,  6S0,  631 

QootaUoD  from  the  Butbkr  aboot  the  blad-Mta 
Kag  {John).    Hii  liege  of  Rhodee,  S43 

Satnet  ( WTiiU,  BMop  of  PeUtienagk).    Origintl  l«tten  o^  839 
O^nlon  of  Widiffe,  ib. 
StHfidHWiBitm,  LL.D.).    Hit  nrlew  of  Dr.  JohsNo'i  Tour  to  th«  Beta 
JToflarMU.    Bm  BiUiiigripBad  Indtx. 

LMt  (PUIip).    See  BOiiiigrapUeal  Indec 
Lain  {Aibi  Franeu  Xatier).    BetBOliegrajpliledl  Indtx. 
ZamieCHM  {Pierrt).    Bee  BOUcgrapkietl  IikUx. 
Lanfi-ane,  Anibuiop  <4  Cmhrhirir,  178 

Zmudmciu  (IfillMiii  FUnmiait*  Petty,  Finl    Martptit   of).    Aeeoant 

Ubnrr,S0,4 

Largt  foftr  eopiti.    Aoooiuit  of  valoable  worki  ot  thk  ohenotor,  401 — 19] 

The  author*!  publioatiQoa  of  t^^■  yip^^  4D8 
Latimtr  (Bvffh,  Bitkopof  Womdir).     Hi*  eondnotwiUi  n^eot  ta   tlw  I 
ation,S30 
Eii  MnnoDi  qooted,  288 
Hii  death,  S4S,  SIS 
Laud  {WSIiam,  ArMiAop  of  Ca»t»Aitrv).    Acooont  of  hla  axeooHoo,  W 
Patnuuge  of  the  F«m  Vum 
LeOniti  {OodfTtg  WUlian  Dt).    Sea  BSiliogntikieal  tniuc 
Itlmd  (/sAn).     Some  aeoonot  of,  312—346 


GENERAL  INDEX. 

lAontes,  A  book-auction  bibliomaniac,  133 
Lepidut.  A  book-auction  bibliomaniac,  121 
Lewis  (Rev,  John).    Hia  literary  character,  888 — 840 

severe  opinion  of  Ueame,  888 
Liberality  of  reb'gioua  aentiment,  109 
Libraries.    Devastation  of,  at  the  Beformation,  283^285 

Dramatic,  402,  408 
Lisardo.     Hia  general  character,  211 — 213 

Hia  bibliomaniacal  enthuuasm,  848-^52,  468,  470 
liUrary  characUrs.    Quixotic,  6,  7.    Careless,  7.    Acrimonious,  8.    Vain,  12, 13. 

Obstinate,  14.     Critical,  14,  15.     Useful,  568 
Lomeier  (John).    See  Bibliographical  Index. 

Lomenie  (Cardinal  de  Brienne).    Account  of,  and  catalogue  of  his  libraiy,  84,  85 
Longman,  Hursts  Bees,  Orme,  and  Co.    Their  extensive  trade  as  bookseliers,  808 
Lorenzo.    A  neighbour  iof  the  author,  4 
His  house  and  grounds,  4 
library,  164 
drawing-room,  213 
alcove,  480 — 482 
Lort  {Dr.  Michael).    Account  of  his  library,  411-^18 
Lotichius  (Peter).    His  Latin  verses  concerning  his  library,  118 
Lumlty  {John,  Lord),  281,  287 

Luttrel  {Narcissus).    His  extraordinary  collection  of  books,  828 
Lyions  {Mr.  Samuel),    His  large  paper  copy  of  Weever*B  Funeral  Monoments,  492 

Macartney  {Mr.).    Account  of  his  library,  407 

Maddison  {John).    Sale  of  his  library,  459 

Magliahechi  {Antonio).     Some  account  of,  85—87 

Maittaire  {Michael).    Some  account  of,  47.    See  Bibliographieal  Index. 

Sale  of  his  library,  864 

Malvolio.    Sale  of  his  busts  and  statues,  26,  472 

Manton  {Dr.)    Sale  of  his  books,  806 

Marcellus.    A  book-auction  bibliomaniac,  185 

Marchand  {Prosper).    See  Bibliographieal  Index, 

Marlborough  Oems.    In  Woodhouse's  collection,  441-— 444 

Martin  {Thomas,  of  Palgrave),    Account  of  his  library,  884—886 

Mary  (Queen  of  PhUip  II.).    Commended  by  a  Roman  Catholic  writer,  286 

Mary  {Qtieen  of  SaOs).^    Her  portrait,  254 

Mason  {George).    Account  of  his  library,  419 — 428 

MaunseU  {Andrew).    His  catalogue  of  English  books,  280 

Maszuchelli  {Oiovanni  Maria),    See  BSbliographical  Index, 

M'Carthy  {Count).    Catalogue  of  a  former  libraiy  of,  85.    Hia  preaent  fine  col- 
lection of  books,  518,  519 

Mead  {Richard,  M,D.).    Some  account  of,  364—366 

Sale  of  his  library,  pictures,  and  ooini,  &c,  865 
Account  of  his  family,  866 

Medici  {Lorenzo  De),    Catalogue  of  the  Oriental  MSS.  in  the  libraiy  of,  87 

Meerman  {Oerard).    See  Bibliographieal  Index, 

Menalcas.    A  book-auction  bibUomaniac,  186 

Menander,    A  literary  character,  7 
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Mereier  {De  St,  Leger).    See  Bibliographical  Index. 

MercuriL    Attending  book-salea,  134 

MiddUion  {Rev,  Conyers,  D.D.),    See  BibUographieal  Index. 

Miller  {Thamae),    Account  of,  471 

MUUr  ( WUliam),    His  illustrated  copy  of  Scott's  Dryden,  497 

edition  of  the  Shipwreck,  612 
of  the  Memoirs  of  Qrammont,  564 

MUU  (Oeorge  Galway),    His  fine  Ubrsry,  447 

Mirabeau  ( Victor  RiquetHf  Marquis  Ik),    Catalogue  of  his  library,  88 

His  passion  for  beaatif  ul  books^  6 

Miitalt.    Beauty  of  theb  execution,  150,  520 
The  Toletan  and  Mazarabic,  160, 161 

Monasteries.    Books  contained  in,  177 
Visitors  of,  231 

Ancient  hospitality  of,  234  • 

Alleged  abandoned  lives  of  the  keepers,  282 
Depositories  and  promoters  of  literature,  234 
DevasUtion  of,  281—285 

Monastic  Life,    Comparison  between  the  monastic  and  chivalrous  age,  aa 

favourable  to  the  Bibliomania,  149 

Monro  (Dr,  John).    Account  of  his  library,  417,  418.  4 

Montfaueon  {Bernard  De).    His  bibliographical  labours,  89 

Moonlight  night.    Influence  of,  5,  368 

More  {John,  Bishop  of  Ely).    Some  account  of,  318,  819 

More  {Sir  Thomas),    220—222 

Morhof  {Daniel  George).    Some  account  of,  46 

Murray  {John).    Some  account  of,  881 

Museum,  The  British,    The  librarians  of  commended,  86 

Catalogue  of  its  Printed  Books  and  Mannaciipta,  89,  fi 

Muslapha.    A  book-auction  bibliomaniac  and  book  vender,  122,  138 

Naude,  or  Naudaus  {Gabriel),    His  works  commended,  88.    See  BiJUiofpraf 

Index, 
Nelson,  Life  of.  Printed  upon  vellum,  521 
Neville  {George,  Archbishop  of  York).    Feast  at  his  inthroniEation,  200 

Fond  of  astrology,  t&.  i 
Niceron.    See  Bibliographical  Index, 

NichoUs  {Mr.  John).    His  communications  respecting  Dr.  Mead's  fiimily,  866 
Nicol  {Mr.  George).    H  is  anecdotes  concerning  some  volumes  printed  by  Cazton, 
North  {Francis,  Lord-Keeper),  309 
{Dr.  John),  810,  811.    Their  passion  for  books,  312 

Oldys  { WUliam).  His  literary  labours  appreciated,  500.  ^See  Btbliographieal  In 

Omar.    Supposed  destroyer  of  the  Alexandrian  library,  28 

Orlando.    Character  of,  105—118 

OAome  {Thomas).    The  bookseller,  345,  348,  355 

Painted  Glass,    Hearne's  commendation  of,  107 
Panzer  {George  Wolfgang  Francis),    See  Bibliographical  Index, 
Papillon  {Mr.  David),    Book-anecdote  oonceming  him  and  Osborne,  855 
Paris  de  Meysieux,    Account^  and  catalogues,  of  his  fine  library,  90,  408—411 
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Parker  {Matthew,  ArchbUhop),    Some  Account  of,  257—261 

Catalogue  of  his  MSS.,  98 
Antiquity  of  the  British  Church,  257—259,  400 
Libellous  life  of,  258 
His  consecration,  260 
Woodcut  portrait  of,  261 
PaUrson  (Samuel).    His  Bibliotheca  Universalis,  400 
Payne  (Mr.),    His  purchase  of  the  Lamoigoon  library,  84 
Peacham  {Henry),  282.    His  **  Compleat  Qentleman  "  quoted,  233 
Pearton  {Thonuu,  or  Major).    Account  of  his  library,  403—406 
Pembroke  {Earl  of).     Hia  passion  for  books,  119,  324,  325 
Pepys  (Samuel),    Account  of  his  professional  and  book  ardour,  819,  820 
Peterborough  Abbey  Library,  178 

(White,  Kennet,  Bishop  of).    His  opinion  of  Wickliffe,  339 
(Earl  of).     His  passion  for  books,  119 
Peters  (Hugh).     In  possession  of  a  part  of  Laud's  library,  298 
PineUi,     Catalogues  of  the  Pinelli  library,  91 

An  account  of  the  library  so  called,  406,  407 
Pitts,  or  Pitseus  (Johannes).    His  work  commended,  88 
Person  (Richard),     Sale  of  his  library,  458 

His  erudition,  and  skilful  penmanship,  459 
Portraits,    Sales  of  Engravings  of  rare  and  curious,  502 — 506,  510,  511 
Algernon,  Earl  of  Northumberland,  by  Hollar,  503 
Anne,  Queen  of  James  I.,  by  Visscher,  505 

Banfi-Hunniades  (John),  by  Hollar,  502 

The  same,  with  variations,  ib. 
Berkeley  (Qeorge,  Earl  of),  by  Hollar,  503 
Bernard  (Dr.  Frauds),  ib. 
Bethell  (Slingsby),  by  W.  Sherwin,  506 
Bohemia,  King  and  Queen  of,  and  family,  505 
Bu6kingham  (Qeorge,  Duke  of),  sold  by  Stent,  503 

Csesar  (Sir  Julius)  by  Elstracke,  506 
Catharine,  Queen  of  Charles  XL,  by  Faithome,  502 
Cecyll  (Edward),  Qeneral,  by  Passe,  510 
Chaloner  (Sir  Thomas),  by  Hollar,  502 
Charles  I.,  by  Lombard,  ib. 

The  same,  with  Cromwell's  bead,  ib. 

Princess  Augusta  Maria,  daughter  o^  by  Danckerf,  505 
Cole  (Thomas),  506 

Cromwell  (Richard,  Lord  Protector),  by  Hollar,  504 
Cumberland  (Qeorge,  Earl  of),  by  R.  White,  503 

Damley  (Henry,  Lord),  by  Passe,  505 

Devereuz,  Earl  of  Essex,  on  horseback,  by  Hollar,  502,  504 

The  same,  standing  on  foot,  by  do.,  503,  504 
Digby  (Lord),  in  armour,  after  Vander  Borcht,  504 

Elisabeth  (Queen),  in  superb  court  dress,  by  Passe,  502 

superbly  dressed,  between  pillars,  505 
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Portrait*.    SaU*  «f  eitgnuKgi  «f  rart  and  earioui,  wtUitmtd : 

Fndflrio  (Prinoa),  ic^  nith.  Frincwi  BliiabeUi,  b7  Ektncke,  SOS 

Hay  (Lord  James),  by  Puu;  SOS 
BeoTj  the  Eighth,  by  C  H[>Uu],  606 
Heoiy  (Prinoa  Fredoric),  by  DaUnin,  SOS 
HolUr,  hii  own  portnit,  501 
Hotham  (Bir  Jofas),  Qoramor  of  Hnll,  COS 
Homuil  Cniomw,  Sail  ot  Suffolk],  by  BUtncka,  SOS 
(Tbomxi,  Earl  of  Anindal},  60$ 

Iiham  (Sir  Tbomai),  by  Loggftn,  602 

ELlegrew  (Thomai),  by  FaiUioma,  60S 

Liiter  (Sir  Matthew,  M.D.),  t^  P.  V.  Somar,  601 
Lloyd  (Humphrey,  ot  Denbigh),  by  Fabar,  it. 
Lortia  (Andrew),  by  Van  Somar,  60S 
LycD  (Sir  Fatiick,  of  Cane],  by  White,  ib. 

Ualinei  (Samuel),  by  Lombart,  it. 
Hanham  {Sir  John),  by  B.  White,  501 
Uai7,  QaeeD  of  Soota,  by  Mya^ona,  605 

The  Mme,  feiled,  fto.,  &. 
Hauall  (Edward),  by  Qammon,  60S 
Hiatar  Martin,  by  B.  Oaywood,  601 
Mountains  (Oeorge),  Biahop  of  London,  Q.  T.  aoulFiit,  GOS 

Newcaatle  Family,  by  Clowot,  603 

O'Tools  (Arthurua  Severua  Honeanoh),  by  Delaiam,  608 

Paaton  (Lady),  wife  ot  Sir  W.  Paaton,  by  Faithome,  601 
(Sir  William),  by  Faithome,  ib. 

Pembroke  (Herbert,  Earl  of),  by  Hollar,  60S 
(Mary,  Counteaa  of),  by  Paaae,  601 
(Penelope,  Countaaa  of),  by  Hollar,  ib. 
(Aqo  Clifford,  ConntaM  of),  by  B.  Whit^  it. 

Fortmu  (Sir  William),  606 

Bawdon  (Marmaduka),  by  Whita,  GOS 

Beynell  (Carew),  601 

Bupert  (Prince),  by  Faithoroe,  GOS 

•old  by  B.  Peah^  601 

Sack  (UuU'd),  aold  by  Compton  Holland,  611 
Saaknlla  (Bichard,  Earl  of  Doreet),  by  Paa•^  GOS 
Shafteabur;  (Anthony,  Earl  of],  by  Blooteling,  it. 
Shemeld  (Baron  Bdmond),  by  Blattaeke,  it, 
Shirley  (Lady  Eliaabetb),  by  Hollar,  SOS 
The  tame)  by  doi,  ifr. 
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Portraiis,   Sola  of  Engravingt  of  rare  and  euriouSf  continued : 
Sidney  (Sir  PhiHp),  by  ElBtracke,  505 
Sidney  (Robert,  Viscount  Lisle),  by  Passe,  506 
Smith  (Richard),  by  W.  Sherwin,  508 
Somerset  (Edward,  Earl  of  Worcester),  by  Passe,  505 
Stone-Eater  (The),  by  Hollar,  502 

Vere  (Henry,  ^arl  of  Oxford),  sold  by  Compton  Holland,  505 

The  same,  by  Payne,  Passe,  &u.,  510 
Vemey  (Sir  Qreville),  by  Loggan,  506 

Wetenhall  (Edward,  Bishop  of  Corke  and  Ross),  by  Becket,  ib, 

Whitington  (Richard,  Lord  Mayor  of  London),  by  Elstracke,  510 

Willoughby  (Sir  Francis),  by  T.  Man,  508 

Windebank  (Sir  F.)  and  Lord  Finch,  505 

Wortley  (Sir  Francis),  by  Hertocks,  508 

Wriothesley  (Henry,  Earl  of  Southampton),  by  Passe,  506 

Wynn  (Sir  John,  De  Gwedir),  by  Vaughan,  506 

York  (James,  Duke  of),  505 

Press,  National    Want  of,  ^l 

Printers,  English,    Protected  by  the  statute  of  Ridiard  III.,  114 

Printing.    Benefit  of,  197 

Print-sides.    Barnard,  602,  508 

Sir  W.  Musgrave,  508,  504 

Miscellaneous,  504 — 506 
Prints,    Account  of  rare  and  curious  ones,  502 — 511 
Prospero.    A  book-auction  bibliomaniac,  185 

Psalters.    The  Author's  Essay  upon  the  ancient  Psalters  printed  at  Ments,  42 
Pynson  (RicJiard).    His  books  upon  vellum,  216 

Quin  {Mr.).    His  passion  for  books  printed  upon  vellnm,  518 
QuisguUius.    A  book-auction  bibliomaniac,  126 

Ranzau  (Henry  De).    Inscription  over  his  library  door,  118 
RaUiiffe  (John).    Account  of  his  library,  892,  898 

Comparison  between  the  collections  of  West  and  Ratdiffe,  898 
RawUnton  (Thomas).    His  passion  for  book-coUecting,  848 — 846 

Catalogues  of  his  several  book-sales,  844,  845 
RavilinMon  (Richard).    Sale,  and  specimens,  of  his  libraiy,  869,  870 
Rede,  or  Read  (William,  Rishop  of  Chichester),  192 
Reed  (Isaac).    Some  account  of  him  and  his  libraiy,  455,  456 
Reformation.    History  of  the,  as  connected  with  the  Bibliomania,  228-- 288 
Rembrandt.    Account  of  the  scarcest  engravings  by  him,  507 — 509 
Reprints  of  voluminous  and  useful  works  applauded,  549,  550 
Reviclaky  (Count),    Catalogue,  and  disposal,  of  his  libraiy,  92 
Reoievjs.    Their  advantages  and  disadvantages,  rise  and  progress,  16, 17 
Richard  De  Bury,  185—188 
Rinaldo.    A  book-auction  bibliomaniac,  186 
RUson  (Joseph).    His  character,  under  that  of  Sycorax,  7— <9 

Sale  of  his  books,  448 


GENERAL  INDEX. 

Jtwe  (Albi  Jm»  JoitpK}.     Sm  B&liagTapkieai  Indet. 

Sacht  {Mr).    BU  aommnnieatioD  raapeotiiig  Conni  ITCirthj,  BIS 

Jttueoc  (Mr.  WiUiam,).    Propowd  to  writs  » life  ol  Biumiu,  232 

Bii  oommenditian  of  huidaame  book-biiidiii^  SI  i 

Batienuiiu.    A  book-*ueUoa  biblfoouuiite,  137,  128 

Soveraj/  (Du).    Hii  publiutioDi  commaodrd,  491 

Ante  Mara  (Alward].    Bftls  at  bit  Ubr«i7,  GOl 

Bojbmrsh  (Joiit,  Oaie  of),     ADecdote  of,  E2S 

foyuf  latlUutim.    Catalogu*  ol  the  libruy  of,  BB 

Saiei,  Boot.     Aooount  of  thtir  MUbliihrnant,  801—308 
Number  of,  in  the  yeui  1800-7,  45S,  1G7 

StUm.    Booki  printed  upon,  E12 

Saxiut  {ChriOoplur).     See  Bibliographkal  Index. 

SaUigtr  (Jaiepk).    Th<  ■uthor'i  eitate  eompued  with  tluit  of,  S8< 

SMt  (RoUri).    A  celebrated  boolusller,  310 

Seatl  [Sir  Walttr).    Beauty  of  hii  poetry,  410.     See  BibliograjAieal  Indtx 

Scotn*  Brigma  (Johanna).    AcoauQt  of  hia  writiDgi,  108 

Beribet,  or  Serivtntri.    I^oranoe  of  the  anolmt,  184 

Staman  (Dr.)    Catalogue  of  his  books,  804  -SOS      , 

Siarp  and  HaUa.    Their  publioationi  commended,  431 

BheringUm  (Sir  Widter).    Rsgulatiou  coaceming  hi*  libnry,  194,  IftS 
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